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O f f e r e d :  1 / 2 2 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 ( R e s o u r c e s )
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
A FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
6 p u r s u e  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  U . S .
7 D e p a r tm en t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  e x c l u d e
8 t h e  Dunk l e  Mine T own sh ip  A r e a  f r om
9 D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  P r e s e r v e .

10 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
11 WHEREAS t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  P r e s e r v e  w e r e
12 e x p a n d e d  by t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L an d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n
13 A c t  i n  1980  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Dunk l e  Mine Townsh ip  A r e a ;  and
14 WHEREAS t h e  Dunk l e  Mine T ow n s h i p  A r e a  c o n t a i n s  g o od  q u a l i t y  c o a l
15 d e p o s i t s ,  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  h i g h - g r a d e  g o l d / s i l v e r  v e i n  d e p o s i t s ,  p l a c e r  g o l d
16 d e p o s i t s ,  and  l a r g e  low g r a d e  c o p p e r / p r e c i o u s  m e t a l  d e p o s i t s ;  and
17 WHEREAS t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  Dunk l e  Town sh ip  A r e a  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l -
18 r o a d  and t h e  P a r k s  H ighway  e n h a n c e s  t h e  f a v o r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  m i n i n g
19 p o t e n t i a l ;  and
20  WHEREAS c l a i i n h o l d e r s  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  m i n e r a l s  i n  t h e
21 a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  t h e  p a r k  w a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c l a i m s ;  and
22 V/HEREAS i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Dunk le  Town sh ip  A r e a  h a s
23 known m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  S e c t i o n  2 0 2 ( 3 )  (b )  o f  ANILCA m and a t e d  t h a t  a  s t u d y
24 o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  o t h e r
25 r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  be don e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  Land Use  C o u n c i l  i n  c o o p e i ' a t i o n
26 w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r ;  and
27 WHEREAS t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Dunk l e  Town sh ip
28 A r e a  w i l l  b e  l o s t  i f  t h e  a r e a  s t a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k ,  a s  p a r k  s t a t u s  w i l l
29 n o t  a l l o w  new m in i n g  c l a i m s  and may i n v a l i d a t e  many o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c l a i m s ;

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  t a h r e n k a m p ,  Failcs
a nd C o g h i l l
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1 and
2 WHEREAS one  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  1983 D r a f t  E n v i r o n -
3 m e n t a l  Im p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Dunk l e  Mine S t u d y  was  t o  r emove  m i n e r a l i s e d
4 a r e a s  and  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  f r om  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s  and p l a c e  them u n d e r  t h e  
3 j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  and
6 WHEREAS t h e r e  i s  no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Dunk le
7 T own sh ip  A r e a  f r om  t h e  p a r k  w ou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a  l a c k  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
8 c a r i b o u  h e r d ,  a s  any  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  may o c c u r  f r om  i n c r e a s e d  m in i n g
9 a c t i v i t y  c o u l d  b e  m i t i g a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ;  and

10 WHEREAS t h e r e  i s  s t a t e  owned l a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k
11 and  P r e s e r v e  w i t h  s c e n i c  and  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  Dunk l e  Townsh ip
12 A r e a ;  and
13 WHEREAS S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( h )  o f  ANILCA c l e a r l y  a u t h o r i z e s  e x c h a n g e s  i n
14 c o n s e r v a t i o n  u n i t s ;  and
15 WHEREAS p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  s o l i c i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  p r o c e s s  w a s  i n
16 s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  an e x c h a n g e ;  and
17 WHEREAS t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  r e g a r d s  a
18 l a n d  e x c h a n g e  a s  one o f  t h e  b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o b l em s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n
19 t h e  Dunk le  Mine S t u d y ,  and  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e
20 S t a t e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  and  t h e
21  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e  a n d  P a r k s  i n d i c a t i n g  a
22 w i l l i n g n e s s  by a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  and  e x c h a n g e ;
7.3 BE IT  RESOLVED by t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f
24 A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o
25 e x c l u d e  t h e  Dunk l e  Townsh ip  A r e a  f r om  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o i  a l  P a r k  and P i ' e s e r v e
26 t h r o u g h  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  N a t i o n a .  P a r k  S e r v i c e  t o
27 a c q u i r e  l a n d s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  w i t h  h i g h  s c e n i c  and  w i l d l i i & h a b i t a t  v a l u e s
28 and a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  m i n e r a ' i z e d  l a n d s  i n  t h e
29 Dunk l e  Town sh ip  A r e a ;  and b e  i t
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A n a l y s i s

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 r e q uests t h a t  the State of Alaska 
p u r s u e  a land exch a n g e  w i t h  the U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  of 
I n t e r i o r  to e x clude  the D u nkle M i n e  T o w n s h i p  from the Denali 
N a t i o n a l  Park b e c a u s e  of t ownsh i p ' s  m i n e r a l  potential.

The D u n k l e  M i n e  area was added to D e n a l i  P a r k  b y  passage of the 
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Interest Lands C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  (ANILCA) in 
1980. O r i g i n a l l y  it was thought t hat d o i n g  so w o u l d  provide 
p r o t e c t i v e  h a b i t a t  for Denali c a r i b o u  herd.

P r e l i m i n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  from a s tudy to be c o m p l e t e d  February  1 
i n d i c a t e s  that the area does not c o n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  habita t for 
the h e r d  or that i n c r eased  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  have an 
a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on the herd.

This r e s o l u t i o n  is n o n - b i n d i n g  but p a s s a g e  w o u l d  e n c o urage the 
A l a s k a  L a n d  Use C o uncil to r e c o n s i d e r  an e a r l i e r  d e c is ion and 
p o s s i b l y  r e c o m m e n d  this land exchange. T h e r e  next m e e t i n g  is 
s c h e d u l e d  for F e b r u a r y  14.

A  m a p  of the area is found on the f o l l o w i n g  pag e w h i c h  
i l l u s t r a t e s  the location of the D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  as w e l l  as 
those areas  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for exchange.

The S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a d o p t e d  a c o m m i t t e e  substitute 
w h i c h  m a d e  a few m i n o r  changes to this Resoluti on. On page 1 
of the original, they deleted lines 27 - 29 and lines 1 and 2
on p a g e  2. This is one o f  the r e s o l v e s  that is not totally 
co r r e c t  u n t i l  a study by the N a t i o n a l  P ark S e rvice is 
completed.
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D E  P A H T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A E  R E S O U R C E S  /

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /
P O U C H  M

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 X 8 1 1  

P H O N E :

De c em b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 8 4

G. Ray Arnett
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e  a nd  P a r k s  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .C .  2 0 2 4 0
D e a r  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  A r n e t t :
Y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  Novembe r  1 3 ,  1 9 8 4  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  
S e r v i c e  (NFS) w i l l  s o o n  i n i t i a t e  f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  r e g a r d i n g  p o s s i b l e  NPS a c q u i s i t i o n / e x c h a n g e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
"W o l f  T o w n s h i p s ,  " a d j a c e n t  t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e .  You 
f u r t h e r  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  
l a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  u n i t s  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( i ) ( l -  
2) o f  ANILCA t h r o u g h  d o n a t i o n  o r  e x c h a n g e .

I  w i s h  t o  e m p h a s i z e  ; n.ut t h e  s t a t e  h a s  a b s o l u t e l y  no i n t e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  o f  d o n a t i n g  l a n d  t o  NPS. H ow e v e r ,  t h e  s t a t e  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r ­
t a i n  e x c h a n g e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( h )  o f  ANILCA t h a t  
may r e s u l t  i n  NTS a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  l a n d .  I  e x p e c t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
t h a t  t h e  NPS w i l l  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  n o m i n a t e  l a n d  o f  c o m m e n s u r a t e  i n t e r e s t  
t o  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  a n y  e x c h a n g e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

At y o u  s u g g e s t e d ,  I  now l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f r om  R o g e r  C o n t o r  on 
t h i s  m a t t e r .
S i n c e r e l y ,

E s t h e r  C. W unn i c k e  
Commis s i o n e r

c c :  R i c  D a v i d g e ,  DO!
R o g e r  C o n c o r ,  NPS 
V e r n  W i g g i n s ,  ALUC 
Bob G r o g a n ,  0MB 
B i l l  H o rn ,  DOI 
Tom H aw k i n s ,  DLWM

A
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  
W A S H IN G T O N , D .C . 20240

N o v e m b e r  13, 1984

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E s t h e r  W u n n i c k e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
P o u c h  M
Ju neau, AK 99811 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  Wunnicke,

W i t h  the p a s s a g e  of the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  Lands 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  (ANILCA) in 1980, C o n g r e s s  e x p a n d e d  Denali 
N a t i o n a l  Pa rk for the p u r p o s e  of i n c l u d i n g  s ignifi cant 
s cenic and w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  i n t e g r a l  to the park. 
C o n g r e s s  also i d e n t i f i e d  c e r t a i n  S t a t e - o w n e d  lands, adjacent 
to D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  Park and P r e s e r v e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  by the Act 
and d i r e c t e d  that these lands be c o n s i d e r e d  for a d d ition to 
the p a r k  at a later date. T h e s e  lands include three
t o w n s h i p s  o w n e d  by the State of A l a s k a  p r e s e n t l y  m a n a g e d  by 
y o u r  d e p a r t m e n t  and surr ounded on three  sides b y  the park. 
Th e  three t o w n s h i p s  are g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n  as the "Stampede" or 
"Wolf" t o w n s h i p s  w e s t  of Healy. T h e s e  lands contain 
n a t i o n a l l y  i m p o rtant h a b i t a t  for sheep, caribou, and w o l v e s  
i n t e g r a l  to the park.

Th e  S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior, u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1302 (i) (1-2) of 
A N I L C A  has the autho r i t y  to a c q u i r e  lands that are 
c o n t i g u o u s  to N a t i o n a l  Park ‘‘Ser v i c e  u n i t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  or 
e x p a n d e d  by A N I L C A  by exch ange or d o n a t i o n  from the State of 
Alaska. A n y  such lands a c q uired p u r s u a n t  to this section 
w o u l d  b e c o m e  p a r t  of Denali N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and Preserve.

My staff in A l a s k a  have a d v i s e d  m e  t h a t  the. a c q u i s i t i o n  of 
these three t o w n s h i p s  from the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is in the 
b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  Park. R e c e n t  r esource 
st udies in the area clearly i n d i c a t e  that r e s i d e n t  park 
w i l d l i f e  m i g r a t e  a c ross a nd u s e  these lands. The 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of the park, the R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  of the NPS 
and my A s s i s t a n t  in A l a s k a  b e l i e v e  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of these 
lands p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o rt ant in p r o v i d i n g  p a r k  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
w o l f  d e n n i n g  areas that are i n t e g r a l  to the m a i n t e n a n c e  of 
park w i l d l i f e  in their n a tural d ivers i t y .



Initial staff d i s c u s s i o n s  have o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  our 
r e s p e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  indica ting 
a w i l l i n g n e s s  by all parties to n e g o t i a t e  an e x c h a n g e  that 
w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  our a c q u i s i t i o n  of these lands. W i t h  the 
c o m p l e t i o n  of the K a n t i s h n a  H i l l s / D u n k e l  M i n e  Stud y by the 
A l a s k a  L a n d  Use C o u n c i l  along w i t h  the C o u n c i l ' s  Land Use 
A d v i s o r s  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  to this p o s s i b l e  
ac q ui sition, I b e l i e v e  it timely we p u r s u e  this oppo rtunity.

I have, therefore, r e q u e s t e d  t hat the N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e rvic e 
i n i t i a t e  f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h r o u g h  a l e t t e r  of intent 
b e t w e e n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  in 
A l a s k a  for the p u r p o s e  of o u t l i n i n g  the s p e c i f i c s  of this 
a c q u i s i t i o n / e x c h a n g e  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s c h edul e for 
c o m p l e t i n g  this acquisition. My o f f i c e  in A l a s k a  is 
a v a i l a b l e  to y o u  if n< advised.

A t t a c h m e n t

cc: Ric D a v i d g e
R o g e r  C o n t o r  
V e r n  W i g g i n s  
Bill Horn

j > s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  for 
F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  and Parks



Al a sk a Land Use Citizens Advisory Commission
Council Advisors Committee 

P.O. Box 100120 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0120

on Federal Areas Alaska Land Uss Cc 

515 Seventh Avenue, Suite 31 Anchorage, A K  

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 ------------ -

Alaska Laud Use Counc

November 12, 1984

Governor Bill Sheffield 

State Cochairman 

Alaska Land Use Council 

Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Mr. Vernon Wiggins 

Federal Cochairman 

Alaska Land Use Council 

P.O. Box 100120 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0120

Gent!emen:

The following Motion concerning the Dunkle Mine area in Denali National Park, 

Alaska, was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY at the joint meeting of the Alaska Land Use 

Council Advisers Committee and the Citizens Advisory Commission on Federal 

Areas on October 30, 1984:

MOTION: THE LAND USE ADVISORS COMMITTEE AND THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

ON FEDERAL AREAS, JOINTLY ASSEMBLED THIS 30TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 1984, RECOMMEND 

TO THE ALASKA LAND USE COUNCIL THAT IT RESCIND ITS PRIOR ACTION REGARDING THE 

DUNKLE MINE AREA AND, THAT UPON THIS RESCISSION, THAT IT URGE THE STATE OF 

ALASKA AND THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR TO IMMEDIATELY TAKE SUCH ACTION AS IS 

NECESSARY TO EXCLUDE THE DUNKLE MINE AREA FROM THE DENALI NATIONAL PARK 

THROUGH A LAND EXCHANGE, AND THAT COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION BE CIRCULATED TO 

THE FOLLOWING:

The Honorable Ted Stevens, Senator

The Honorable Frank Murkowski, Senator

The Honorable Don Young, Congressman

The Honorable William Clark, Secretary of Interior

Mr. William Horn, Deputy Undersecretary, DOI

Mr. Ray Arnett, Assistant Secretary, FWP

Mr. Russ Dickenson, Director, NPS

Mr. Roger Contor, Regional Director, NPS

Si ncerely,

Alaska Land Use Council 

Advisors Committee

Phil Holdsworth, Chairman 

Citizens Advisory Commission 

on Federal Areas



BETTY*5 FAHRENKAMP. Chairman
ROBERT H. ZIEGLER. SR.. Vico Chairman
DICK ELIASON
PAUL FISCHER
VIC FISCHER
OOQ MULCAHY
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI

POUCH V 
STATE CAPITAL 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
(907) '165-3034 
(907) 465-3035

H > e n a t e

Committee on Resources
Mav 19, 1984

G o v e r n o r  B i l l  Sheffield , State C o - c h a i r m a n  
V e r n o n  R. W i g gins, F e d e r a l  C o - c h a i r m a n  
A l a s k a  Land Use C o u n c i l  
P.O. B o x  100120 
Ancho r a g e ,  A K  99510

Dear G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  a n d  Mr. Wiggins:

A m a j o r  item on the a g e n d a  for the M a y  23rd m e e t i n g  of the Alaska 
L a n d  Use C o u n c i l  w i l l  be the c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the recom m e n d e d  
op t i o n s  for the K a n t i s h n a  Hills and D u n k l e  Mine study areas in 
Denali N a t i o n a l  Park. The Interior d e l e g a t i o n  of the Alaska State 
L e g i s l a t u r e  is ve ry c o n c e r n e d  about the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  have 
be e n  m a d e  by the study group.

The st udy g r o u p ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for a m i n e r a l s  leasing system in 
the K a n t i s h n a  Hills area and the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the "status quo" 
for the D u nkle t o w n s h i p  are n o t  r e a l i s t i c ^ a l t e r n a t i v e s  and .we do 
not c o n s i d e r  t h e m  an a c c e p t a b l e  r e s p o n s e  to the m a n d a t e  of 
Se c t i o n s  2 0 2 ( 3 ) (b) a n d  (c) of ANILCA. The followin g altern a t i v e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are p r e s e n t e d  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by the Council:

1) K a n t i s h n a  Hills: Becau se the N a t i o n a l  Park Service does
n o t  c u r r e n t l y  have a m e c h a n i s m  in p lace d e s i g n e d  to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  a m i n e r a l  l e asing p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  the n a t i o n a l  
p a r k  system, the d e l e g a t i o n  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  that m a n a g e m e n t  
of m i n i n g  c l a i m s  and m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e  under the 
c u r r e n t  system. F e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  36 CFR, Part 9, as 
w e l l  as e x i s t i n g  State r e g u l a t i o n s  and standards, are m o r e  
t h a n  a d e q u a t e  to m a n a g e  m i n e r a l  a c t i v i t y  in this area. 
I n s t i t u t i o n  of a m i n e r a l s  l e asing s y s t e m  w o u l d  simply add 
another, u n nece ssary, layer of r e g u l a t i o n  and constraint. In 
a d d i tion, a c q u i s i t i o n  of any c l a i m s  s h o u l d  be only on a 
w i l l i n g  s e l l e r / w i l l i n g  b u y e r  b a s i s  and not through 
c o n d e m n a t i o n .



Go v er nor Bill I  ief field 
Vernon R. Wiggi ns 
May 19, 1984 
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2) D u n k l e  M i n e s  area: the best a l t e r n a t i v e  for the Dunkle
T o w n s h i p  w o u l d  be a land e x c h a n g e  w h i c h  w o u l d  remove it from 
the park. T h e r e  has been no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e nted 
d u r i n g  the study p r o c e s s  that  the D u n k l e  T o w n s h i p  contains 
criti c a l  h a bitat for the D e n a l i  c a r i b o u  herd. While 
r e a l i z i n g  that the herd is a m a j o r  a t t r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  the 
park, it is felt that, if necess ary, any a d verse effec ts from 
m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  can be m i t i g a t e d  u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  of State 
agencies. The Alaska D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o urces has 
i n d i c a t e d  that it w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  e x c h a n g i n g  the Dunkle area 
for the "Wolf Townsh ips" l o cated to the n o r t h  of the park 
e ntrance. This w o u l d  add an area o f  p r o v e n  c r i tic al wolf 
h a b i t a t  to the park..

We s t r o n g l y  urge the A l a s k a  Land Use C o u n c i l  to c o n s i d e r  these 
p r o p o s e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for the K a n t i s h n a  H i l l s / D u n k l e  Mine Study 
areas. Th ese a l t e r n a t i v e s  can p r o v i d e  for b o t h  the p r o t e c t i o n  of 
park r e s o u r c e s  and the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of m i n e r a l  a c t i v i t y  in these 
two v a l u a b l e  areas. Thank you for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of these 
p r o p o s a l s .

Sincerely,
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2957 SHELDON JACKSON 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508 
SEN ATI DISTRICT F. SLAT A

S e n a t e
M E M O R A N D U M J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1 985

TO: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C omm i t t e e  Member s
FROM: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C om m i t t e e  S t a f J
RE: S J R  3 R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p u r s u e  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  

w i t h  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  D un k l e  
M in e  T ow n s h i p  f r om  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  P r e s e r v e .

S J R  3 B a c k g r o u n d
S JR  3 i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  F a h r en k am p  w h i c h  u r g e s  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t o  p u r s u e  a  l a n d  
e x c h a n g e  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  D un k l e  Mine  T ow n s h i p  f r om  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  
P r e s e r v e .  A b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  f o l l o w s .
The  D un k l e  T ow n s h i p  i s  a  h i g h l y  m i n e r a l i s e d  t o w n s h i p  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h ­
e a s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k - P r e s e r v e .  I t  w a s  f i r s t  p r o p o s e d  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r y  i n  a  1 974  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e ­
men t on t h e  p a r k .  D un k l e  T ow n sh i p  w a s  a c t u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
p a r k - p r e s e r v e  b o u n d a r y  b y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  ANILCA i n  1 9 8 0 .  S e c t i o n  2 0 2 ( 3 ) (b )  
o f  t h a t  a c t  a u t h o r i z e d  a  s t u d y  on t h e  D u n k l e  T ow n s h i p  t o  e v a l u a t e  i t s  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p a r k - p r e s e r v e .
The  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 84  and  u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u s  
q uo  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  l e a v i n g  D un k l e  T ow n s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k - p r e s e r v e  
b o u n d a r i e s .  More s t u d i e s  a r e  o n g o i n g  a n d  a r e  du e  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 5 .
On May 1 1 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  Land U s e  C o u n c i l  A d v i s o r s  C om m i t t e e  m e t  a n d  b y  
a  1 0 - 1  v o t e ,  u r g e d  t h e  A l a s k a  Land Use C o u n c i l  t o  r e commend t h e  e x c l u s i o n  
o f  D un k l e  T ow n s h i p  f r om  t h e  p a r k  p r e s e r v e  b y  m ean s  o f  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e .  On 
May 2 3 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  Land  Use C o u n c i l  me t  and  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  i s s u e .
The c o u n c i l  v o t e d  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t ' s  s t a t u s  quo 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  and  m a i n t a i n  D > n k l e  T ow n sh i p  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k - p r e s e r v e .
On O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  L and  U s e  C o u n c l . A d v i s o r ' s  C om m i t t e e  and  
t h e  C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  C om m i s s i o n  on F e d e r a l  A r e a s  me t J o i n t l y .  A t  t h i s  
m e e t i n g ,  t h e  two g r o u p s  u n a n im o u s l y  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  
L and  Use  C o u n c i l  t o  r e s c i n d  i t s  p r i o r  a c t i o n  and  re commend t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
a nd  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  
D un k l e  M ine  a r e a  f r om  D e n a l i  P a r k - P r e s e r v e  by mean s  o t  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e .
T h i s  w o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( h )  o f  ANILCA.

I n  1 9 7 8 ,  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  m i g h t  b e  c r i t i c a l  c a r i b o u  c a l v i n g  
g r o u n d s .  Comment s f r om  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f



F i s h  ar .d Game i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  i s  n o t  u s e d  f o r  c a l v i n g .  The 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game h a s  a d o p t e d  a  n e u t r a l  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  
e x c h a n g e .

The  A l a s k a  L and  U se  C o u n c i l  i s  m e e t i n g  on F e b r u a r y  1 4 t h .  The  s p o n s o r s  o f  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  f e e l  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  i t  b e  a p p r o v e d  i n  t im e  f o r  t h e  
C o u n c i l ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h i s  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  i s  e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  
o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  Chambe r  o f  Commerc e ,  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  S u s i t n a  
B o r o u g h ,  t h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o pm e n t  C o u n c i l ,  
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  M i n e r a l s  D e v e l o pm e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Commerce ,  
a nd  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o - c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L a n d s  U se  C o u n c i l .  The A l a s k a  
C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ,  t h e  T r u s t e e s  f o r  A l a s k a  and  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  e x c h a n g e .  W h i l e  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  some o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  may o f f e r  w r i t t e n  
o r  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  no o b j e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  s o  f a r .

I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  p a c k e t  a r e  s e v e r a l  map s  w h i c h  sh ow  t h e  D un k l e  a r e a ;  an  
e x c e r p t  f r om  an  E . I . S .  w h i c h  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  D u n k l e  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l ;  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  p r o c e d u r e s  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s ;  an  e x c h a n g e  o f  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  b e t w e e n  G. R ay  A r n e t t ,  A s s i s t a n t  
S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  a n d  P a r k s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
I n t e r i o r  a n d  E s t h e r  W un n i c k e ,  C om m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  a c q u i r i n g  
t h e  W o l f  t o w n s h i p s ;  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  Land  Use  
C o u n c i l  A d v i s o r ' s  C om m i t t e e  and  t h e  C i t i z e n s  A d v i s o r y  C omm i s s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  
A r e a s ;  a  c o p y  o f  S u b s e c t i o n  H, S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2  o f  ANILCA: and  a  c o p y  o f  a May 
1 9 84  l e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  and  V e r n o n  R. W i g g i n s ,  f e d e r a l  
c o - c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L a n d s  U se  C o u n c i l  b y  t h e  membe r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
D e l e g a t i o n  u r g i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  l a n d  e x c h a n g e ,



I. ( c

L'NITED S T A T E S  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R  

WASHINGTON

ornct or the
ASIiSTAMT SECRETARY DEPARTMENT OF

Na t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s

J A N  1 5 1 9 8 4Ms. Esther C. Wunnicke 
Gomrdssioner
Department of Natural Resources COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE 

JUNEAUPouch M
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Ms. Wunnicke:

Your letter of Decerrber 26, 1984, regarding our 
acquisition of State lands adjacent to Denali National 
Park is appreciated. We are nost interested in acquiring 
this important wildlife habitat for the park. We accept 
your offer to negotiate an exchange and would appreciate 
your letting us know Uiat lands the State may be 
interested in acquiring .in the area.

If you have any further concerns, please contact iry 
office in Alaska 
Service in Anchc

Fish and Wildlife and Parks

January 10, 1935



(2' property developed for noncommercial recreational uses, together with any 
structures accessory thereto which were so used on or before .January 1, 1979, to 
the extent thnt entry onto such property was legal nnd proper.

In determining when nnd to what extent n property is to be considered an "im­
proved property”, the Secretary shall take into consideration the manner of use of 
such buildings nnd lands prior to January 1, 1979, and shall designate such lands as 
are reasonably necessary for the continued enjoyment of the property in the same 
manner and to the same extent as existed before such date.

(g) Consideration ok Hardship.—1The Secretary shall give prompt and careful 
consideration to any offer made by the owner of any properly w ithin a conservation 
system unit to sell such property, if  such owner notifies the Secretary that the con­
tinued ownership is causing, of would result in; undue hardship. ,

(h) Exchange Authority.-kNotwiihstanding any other provision of law, in ac­
quiring lands for'the purposes of Ibis Act, the Secretary is authorized to exchange 
lands (including lands w ithin conservation, system units and w ithin the National 
Forest System) or interests therein (including Native selection rights) with the cor­
porations organized by the Native groups, V illage Corporations, Regional Corpora­
tions, and the Urban Corporations, and other municipalities and corporations or in ­
dividuals, the State (acting free of the restrictions of section (i(it of the Alaska State­
hood Act), or anyTederaf agency. Exchanges shall be on the basis of equal value, 
and either party to the exchange may pay or accept cash in order to equalize the 
value of the property exchanged, except that if the parties agree to an exchange and 
the Secretary determines it  is in  the public interest, such exchanges may be made 
for other than equal value.-

USE OF CABINS AND OTHER SITES OF OCCUPANCY ON CONSERVATION SYSTEM UNITS

Sec. 1303. (a) Improved Property on Nationai, Park System Lands.—
(1) On lands not owned by the claimant w ithin the boundaries of any unit of 

the- National Park system created or enlarged by this Act, cabins oi other struc­
tures existing prior to December 31, 1973, may be occupied and used by the 
claimant to these structures pursuant to a renewable, nontransferable permit. 
Such use and occupancy shall be for terms of five years each, provided that the 
claimant of the structure by application:(A) Reasonably demonstrates by affidavit, b ill of sale or other documenta­

tion, proof of possessory interest or right of occupancy in the cabin or struc­
ture;(II) Subnits n sketch or photograph of the cabin or structure nnd a map 
showing its geographic location;(C) Agrees to vacate the cabin and to remove n il personal property from 
the cabin or structure upon expiration of the permit; and

(0) Acknowledges in the permit that the applicant has no interest in the 
real properly on which the cabin or structure is located.

(2) On lands not owned by the claimant, within the boundaries of any unit of 
the National Park System created or enlarged by this Act, cabins or other 
structures, the occupancy or use of which commenced between December 31, 
1973, and December 1, 1978, may bo used and occupied by the claimant oT such 
structure pursuant to n nontransferable, nonrenewable permit. Such use and oc­
cupancy snail be for a maximum term of one year, provided, however, that the
claimant, by application:(A) Reasonably demonstrates by affidavit, b ill of sale, or other documen­

tation proof of possessory interest or right of occupancy in the cabin or 
structure;(11) Submits a sketch or photograph of the cabin or structure and a map 
showing its geographic location;

(C) Agrees to vacate the cabin or structure and to remove nil personal 
property from it upon expiration of the permit; and

(1)) Acknowledges ill the permit that the applicant has no legal interest 
in the real property on which the cabin or structure is located.

The Secretary may, on a case by case basis, subject to reasonable regulations, 
extend such permit term beyond one year for auch reasons os the Secretary deems 
equitable nnd just,(3) Cabins or other structures not under permit ns specified herein shall be 

used only for official government business; provided, however, that during 
emergencies involving the safety of human life or where designated for public 
use by the Secretary, these cabins may be used by the general public,

(-1) The Secretary may issue n permit under such conditions as he may pre­
scribe for the temporary use, occupancy, construction and maintenance of new

i- cabins or other structures if he determines thnt the use is necessary 1ably accommodate subsistence uses or is otherwise authorized by law. 11 v'1 (b) Imi-rovf.u Property on Other UNrrs or Areas Established or Exi This Act,— i
The following conditions shall apply regarding the construction, use nnd 

cy of cabins nnd related structures on Federal lands within conserentii 
units or areas not provided for in section 1303(a).

(1) The construction of new cabins is prohibited except ns may be in 
pursuant to a nontransferable, five-year special use permit issued bv V 
tary. Such special use permit shall only oc issued upon n Jclenninnl 
the proposed use, construction, and maintenance of a cabin is eomp.iti 
the purposes for which the unit or area was established and that the u: 
cabin is either directly related to the administration of the unit or at 
nccessai '> to provH0 for a continuation of an ongoing activity or Use* oi 
allowed within the unit or area where the permit applicant has no re.i 
alternative site for constructing a cabin. No special use permit shall l>- 
to authorize the construction of a cabin for private recreational use.

(2) Traditional and customary uses of existing cabins and related sir 
on Federal lands within a unit or area may he allowed to continue in 
ance w ith a nontransferable, renewable five-year special use permit iv  
the Secretary. Such special use permit shall be issued onlv upon n deti- 
tion that the traditional and customary uses are compatible with the (hi 
for which the unit or area was established. No special use permits si. 
issued to authorize the use of an existing cabin constructed for private ational use.

(3) No special use permit shall be issued under subsections (b) (I) or i2>» the permit applicant:
(A) In the case of existing cabins or structures, reasonably denmnsi 

by affidavit, b ill of sale or other documentation, proof of possessory 
csts or right of occupancy in the cabin or structure;

(B) Submits a sketch or photograph of the existing or proposed cub 
structure and a map showing its geographic location.

t.C) Agrees to vacate the cabin or structure and remove, within n reason 
time period established by the Secretary, all personal property from it ti 
non renewal or revocation of the permit; and

(D) Acknowledges in the permit application that the applicant has no inte 
in the real property on which the cabin or structure is located or w ill be t structed.

(-1) The United States shall retain ownership of all new cabins and rcla 
structures on Federal lands within a unit or area specified in this sub- 
tion, nnd no proprietary rights or privileges shall be conveyed through I 
issuance of the special use permit authorized by paragraphs (1) or (2) of tl 
subsection. Cabins or other structures not unoer permit shall be used in 
for official Government business; provided, however, that during eniergi 
cies involving the safety of human life or where designated for public u 
by the unit or area manager, such cabins may be used by the gener public.

(c) Permits To Be Renewed for L ife of Claimant and Immediate Family.— i
(1) Whenever issuance of a nontransferable renewable five-year special us 

permit is authorized by section 1303 (a) and (b), said permit shall he renewi- 
every five years until the death of the last immediate family member of th 
claimant residing in the cabin or structure, or unless the Secretary has revokei 
the special use permit in accordance with the criteria established in this sec tion.

(2) Notwithstanding nny other provision of this section, Hv* Secretary, after 
notice and hearing, may revoke a permit provided for in this section if he dcl.-r- 
mines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the administrative record as u 
whole, that the use under the permit is causing or may cause significant detri­
ment to the principal purposes for which the unit was established.

(d) Existing Caiiin Leases or Permits.—Nothing in this Act shall preclude the 
renewal or continuation of valid leases or permits in i Tect at the time of passage of 
this Act for cabins, homesites, or sim ilar structures on Federal In-ds. Unless the 
Secretary, or in the case of national forest lands, the Secretary of Agriculture, 
issues specific findings, following notice and an opportunity for the leaseholder or 
permittee to respond, that renewal or continuation of such valid permit or lease 
constitutes a direct threat to or a significant impairment to the values for which the 
unit was established, he shall renew such valid leases or permits upon tlirir expira­
tion in accordance with the provisions of the original lease or permit subject to siicn 
reasonable regulations os he may prescribe in  keeping with the mnnngement objee-
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At least four high-grade gold-silver vein deposits occur in the study area 

along the Chulitna structural zone (figure 6). Others as yet undiscovered 

probably exist along *he zone or on associated structures. The vein deposits 
are narrow and strike lengths are unknown. This type of target is probably 

not attractive to major companies, but mining m a y  be profitable on a small- 
scale for small companies or individuals.

The shear zones in which the high-grade veins are located m a y  contain 

lower-grade precious metal mineralization across sufficient width to permit 
bulk-mining. Such deposits would be of considerably more interest to larger 
companies.

The Golden Zone Mine is a gold deposit associated with a breccia pipe 

located several miles west of the study area. T h e  mine has produced in the 

past, and is currently being further evaluated. T h e  deposit has a potential 
for several million tons of low to moderate grade gold ore. Geology, 

structure, and mineralogy associated with the igneous complex in the Dunkle 
Mine study area present an environment favorable for the occurrence of 

similar deposits. This interpretation is supported by geochemical and 
geophysical evidence (figures 7 and 8).

Associated with this igneous complex, several potential targets have been 

ider/'fied for copper/molybdenum or copper/precious metal porphyry-type 
deposits. These targets have not been adequately tested. Should an 
economic deposit be developed a mine scenario of plus or minus 100 million 
tons of low grade ore m a y  be expected.

G o o d  quality coal hus been mined from the Dunkle Mine. Minable 
reserves in the range of 100,000 to 350,000 tons are drill indicated. 
Additional reserves m a y  be identified with further drilling in the Costello- 

Co l o r a d o - C a m p  Creek basin in the magnitude of several million tons. 'Small 
scale mining by open cut development m a y  be feasible.

The presence of auriferous gravel's in several streams was confirmed. 
Small-scale mining m a y  be feasible in s o m e  locations but physical conditions 
would .probably prohibit any major placer mining development.

S o m e  evidence exists for antimony and tin mineralization. The potential 
for these minerals has not been adequately determined.

The Dunkle Mine study area is a highly metalliferous, geologically 
complex environment (figure 9). If the land status were not restrictive, 
mining companies would consider the area an attractive exploration target. 

T h e  proximity of the Dunkle area to the railroad and the Parks Highway 

further enhances the favorability of the areas mining potential.

D U N K L E  A R E A

F t w  K m t u h m a  I A i l l S/
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 4 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

and F i n a n c e

BY FAHRENKAMP, FAIRS1 IN THE SENATE AND COGHILL
2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
6 p u r s u e  a l a n d  e x c h a n g e  w i t h  t h e  U . S .
7 D e p a r tm en t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  t o  e x c l u d e
8 t h e  D unk l e  Mine Townsh ip  f r om  D e n a l i
9 N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  P r e s e r v e .

10 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:I
11 WHEREAS t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  P r e s e r v e  w e r e
12 e x p a n d e d  by t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L an d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n
13 A c t  i n  1980  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Dunk l e  M ine  T own sh i p ;  and
14 WHEREAS t h e  Dunk l e  Mine T own sh ip  c o n t a i n s  good  q u a l i t y  c o a l  d e p o s i t s ,
15 a t  l e a s t  f o u r  h i g h - g r a d e  g o l d / s i l v e r  v e i n  d e p o s i t s ,  p l a c e r  g o l d  d e p o s i t s ,
16 and  l a r g e  l ow  g r a d e  c o p p e r / p r e c i o u s  m e t a l  d e p o s i t s ;  and
17 WHEREAS t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  Dunk l e  Townsh ip  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d
18 and  t h e  P a r k s  H ighway  e n h a n c e s  t h e  f a v o r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  m in i n g  p o t e n -
19 t i a l ;  and
20 WHEREAS c l a i m h o l d e r s  h ad  e s t a b l i s h e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  m i n e r a l s  i n  t h e
21 a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  t h e  p a r k  was  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c l a i m s ;  and
22  WHEREAS i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Dunk l e  Town sh ip  h a s  known
23 m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  S e c t i o n  2 0 2 ( 3 ) ( b )  o f  ANILCA mand a t e d  t h a t  a s t u d y  o f  t h e
24 r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m i n e r a l  r e s o u x x e s  and  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e s o u r c -
25 e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  b e  don e  by t h e  A l a s k a  L and  Use  C o u n c i l  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h
26 t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  I n t e r i o r ;  and
27 WHEREAS a  p r im a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Dunk l e  Townsh ip  i n  t h e  p a r k
28 w a s  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  D e n a l i  c a r i b o u  h e r d  and t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no
29 c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  p r o c e s s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a

m m w 1 i i i  j i i  ‘ i i —
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3
4
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10
11
12
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19
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21
22
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24
25
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28
29

c o n t a i n s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  t h e  h e r d  o r  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  
w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on t h e  h e r d ;  and

WHEREAS t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o pm e n t  o f  t h e  Dunk le  Town sh ip
w i l l  b e  l o s t  i f  t h e  a r e a  s t a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k ,  a s  p a r k  s t a t u s  w i l l  n o t
a l l o w  new m in i n g  c l a i m s  and  may i n v a l i d a t e  many o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c l a i m s ;  and 

WHEREAS one o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  19 83  D r a f t  E n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l  Im p a c t  S t a t em e n t  o f  t h e  Dunk le  Mine S t u d y  was  t o  r emove  m i n e r a l i z e d  
a r e a s  a n d  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  f rom  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s  and  p l a c e  them u n d e r  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  and

WHEREAS t h e r e  i s  no c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Dunk l e  
Townsh ip  f r om  t h e  p a r k  w ou ld  r e s u l t  i n  a  l a c k  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c a r i b o u  
h e r d ,  a s  any a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  may o c c u r  f rom i n c r e a s e d  m in i n g  a c t i v i t y  
c o u l d  b e  m i t i g a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ;  and

WHEREAS t h e r e  i s  s t a t e  owned l a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k
and P r e s e r v e  w i t h  s c e n i c  and  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  Dunk l e  T ow n s h i p ;  
and

WHEREAS S e c t i o n  1 3 0 2 ( h )  o f  ANILCA c l e a r l y  a u t h o r i z e s  e x c h a n g e s  i n  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  u n i t s ;  and

WHEREAS p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  s o l i c i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  p r o c e s s  was  i n  
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  an  e x c h a n g e ;  and

WHEREAS t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  r e g a r d s  a 
l a n d  e x c h a n g e  a s  one o f  t h e  b e t t e r  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o b l em s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
t h e  Dunk l e  Mine S t u d y ,  and  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  
S t a t e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  and  t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e  and  P a r k s  i n d i c a t i n g  a 
w i l l i n g n e s s  by  a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  and  e x c h a n g e ;

BE IT  RESOLVED by t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  and  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
e x c l u d e  t h e  Dunk le  Town sh ip  f r om  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and P r e s e r v e

S J R  3 -2-



1 t h r o u g h  a  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  t h a t  w ou ld  a l l o w  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  t o
2 a c q u i r e  a  n o r tm i n e r a l i c e d  t o w n s h i p  w i t h  h i g h  s c e n i c  and  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t
3 v a l u e s  and a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  m i n e r a l i s e d  l a n d s
4 i n  t h e  Dunk le  T own sh i p ;  and  be  i t
5 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  l a n d  e x c h a n g e  b e  a s  s i m p l e  and u n c o m p l i c a t e d
6 a s  p o s s i b l e ,  p r e f e r a b l y  f o r  l a n d s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  t o  t h e  Dunk le  T own sh ip  and
7 a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and P r e s e r v e .
8 COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m
9 C l a r k ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  U . S .  D ep a r tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  B i l l

10 S h e f f i e l d ,  G o v e r n o r ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Ted S t e v e n s  and t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k
11 Mu rk ow sk i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  and t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Don Young ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
12 members o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

FURTHER
'INANCE

1/14/85

Date 1 1  %  \ I

Mr. President 

The C ommittee on
R E S O U R C E S

considered
SJR 3

re q u e s t i n g  that the State of A l a s k a  p ursue a land exchange w i t h  the U.S 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Interior to exclude the D u n k l e  Mine T o w n s h i p  from Denal 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k - a n d  Preserve.

and t'a'majority of the committee; (-the committee) ■ reports it b a c k  w i t h  
the f ol-4rowing_re commend at ion s :

*

do pass

do pass w i t h  a t t ached  amendment(s)

CS for

\
y e place w i-l
n e w  title 7 ^
same title and recommends 1 3  O  \  A S ^ >

and attached a " L E T T E R  OF INTENT" 

reports it back w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

recommends referral to

[ ] N E W  F I S C A L  NOTE

Committee

ME M B E R S  HAVING 
O T H E R  R E C O M MENDATIONS

•Chairman 7 i
C ha irm an recom m endation




