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O ffered : 2 /6 / 8 6
Re fe rred : Finance

O r ig in a l sponsors: Josephson, V .F is c h e r ,
K e l ly  and S tu rgu lew sk i

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15 (J u d ic ia ry ) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the C o n s titu ­

t io n  o f the S ta te o f A laska c re a tin g  a 

commission on compensation o f e lec ted 

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section i .  A r t ic le  I I ,  sec . 7, C o n s titu t io n  o f she State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY AND EXPENSES. L e g is la to rs  s h a ll re ce ive

annual s a la r ie s . They may re ce ive  a per diem allowance fo r expenses 

w h ile  in  session and are e n t it le d  to t ra v e l expenses going to and from 

sess io ns . P re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  may rece ive  a d d it io n a l compensation. 

Compensation o f le g is la to r s  s h a ll he set by the Commission on__Compen- 

sa tio n  o f E lec ted O f f ic ia l s .

* Sec. 2. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec . 15, Constitu tion , o f the State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The compensation o f the governor and 

the lie u te n a n t governor s h a ll be p resc ribed by the Commission on

Compensation o f E lec ted  O f f ic ia ls  [LAW] and s h a ll not be d im in ished 

during th e ir  term o f o f f ic e , un less by order o f the commission co ns is ­

ten t w ith  a genera l law app ly ing to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f the 

S ta te .

* Sec. 3 . A r t ic le  X I I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f Alaska is  amended

by adding new sections to read:

SECTION 14. COMPENSATION COMMISSION. There is  e s ta b lish ed  a 

Commission on Compensation o f E lec ted O f f ic ia l s . The commission is

-1- C S S J R  15(Jud)
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composed of f iv e  members appointed by the gov<m»or, su b je c t to c o n f ir ­

mation by a m a jo r ity  o f the member:* or. the le g is la tu r e  in  jo in t  se:.- 

s io rt . Members serve fo r staggered terms o f s ix  yea rs . The governor 

s h a l l appo in t members v/ithout regard to p o l i t i c a l a l l i l l a t i o n .  A 

member o f the coramisaion nay not be employed by the m ate du ring the 

member1 a te rn  and may not. ho ld an e le c t iv e  s ta te  o f f ic e  du ring the 

term or w ith in  one /ear th e re a f te r . The le g is la tu r e  may e s ta b lis h  

o ther q u a l i f ic a t io n -  fo r  members o f t h e  commission..

SKCTIUH *5. POWERS AMD DUTIES OF THE COWMISSIOU. Except fo r  

re t irem en t o e n o fits , which s h a l l be e s ta b lis h ed  by genera l lav; a p p l i­

cable to a l l  o f f ic e r s  o f the s ta te , the commission shuL l e s ta b lis h  tho 

compensation o f the governo r, lie u te n a n t governor, and members o f the 

le g is la t u r e , in c lu d in g  th e ir  s a la r ie s , b e n e f it s , per diem, and a llo w ­

ances, i f  any. An o rder o f the: occurssion calces e f fe c t at the beg in ­

n ing o f the ne xt f is c a l year o f the s ta te . The commission s h a ll hold 

a p u b lic  hea ring before is s u in g  an ordci th a t changes the compensation 

o f avi e lec ted  o f f i c i a l .  A t le a s t every two yea rs , but not more f r e ­

quently than every yea r, the commission s h a l l re v iew  the compensation 

o f e lec ted o f f i c i a l s . The coiaciio.;ion s h a l l issue an order w it h  n -  

spect to s a la r ie s  lo t la te r  than t h i r t y  days before the end o i the 

f is c a l yea r .

SECTION i 6 . FIWAL.ITY OF ORDER. An order s e t t in g  the compensa­

t io n  o f an alec.tad o f f i c i a l  i s  not sub jec t to veto by the gove rno r. 

An order o f the commission is  su b je c t to in i t i a t i v e  aad referendum in  

the same manner as «m act of the le g is la t u r e . The le g is la tu re  s h a ll 

app rop ria te money to fund the orders o f the commission.

* Sec. 4. The amendments proposed by th is  re so lu t io n  s h a ll be placed 

before the vo te rs o f the s ta te  a t the next gene ra l e le c t io n  in  conform ity

w ith  a r t . X I I I ,  see . I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the S ta te o i A la ska , and the 
C3SJR I5 (Jud ) -2 -
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e le c t io n  laws of the s ta te .

-3- C S S J R  '5(Jud)



1
2
3

4
5

6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23

24
25

26

27

28

29

Introduced: 2/ 18/85
Referred; State Affairs, J u d i c i a r y

and F i nan ce

IN THE SENATE BY JO S E P H S O N

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 15

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA SICA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the C o n s titu ­

t io n  o f the State o f A laska c re a tin g  a 

commission on compensation o f e lected 

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A r t ic le  I I ,  sec . 7, C o n s titu t io n  o f the State o f A laska is  

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY AND EXPENSES. L e g is la to rs  s h a ll re ce ive  

annual s a la r ie s . They may re ce ive  a per diem allowance fo r expenses 

w h ile  in  session and are e n t it le d  to t ra v e l expenses going to and from 

sess io ns . P re s id in g  o f f ic e r s  may rece ive a d d it io n a l compensation. 

Compensation o f le gis la to r s  s h a ll be se t by the Commission on Compen- 

sa ticn  o f E lected O f f ic ia ls .

* Sec. 2. A r t ic le  I I I ,  sec. 15, C o n s t itu t io n  o f the Sta te o f A laska is  

amended tc read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The compensation o f the governor and 

the lie u te n a n t governor s h a ll be p resc ribed by the Commission on 

Compensation o f E le c ted  O f f ic ia ls  [LAW] and s h a ll not be d im in ished 

during th e ir  term o f o f f ic e , un less by order o f the commission co n s is ­

ten t w ith  a genera l law app ly ing to a l l  s a la r ie d  o f f ic e r s  o f the 

S ta te .

* Sec. 3. A r t ic le  X I I ,  C o n s t itu t io n  o f the State o f A laska is  amended 

by adding new7 sections to read:

SECTION 14. COMPENSATION COMMISSION. There is  e s ta b lished  a 

Commission on Compensation o f E lec ted O f f ic ia ls . The commission is

-1- SJR 15
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composed of f i v e  members appointed by the governor, sub jec t to c o n f i r ­
mation by a ma jo r i ty  o i  the members of the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  j o i n t  ses­
s io n .  Members serve for terms of s i x  years. Tho membership s h a l l  
i n c lu d e  at le as t  one business e xecu t ive ,  one represen ta t ive  of a 
nonparLisan voters' o rgan iza t io n ,  one person w ith  exper ience in  p u b l i c  
adm in is t ra t io n ,  and one rep resen ta t ive  o f a labor o rgan iza t io n . A 
member of the commission may not be employed by the sta te dur ing the 
member's term and may not ho ld  an e l e c t i v e  s ta te  o f f i c e  dur ing the 
term or w i t h i n  one year the rea f te r .

SECTION 15. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. Except fo r  
ret irement b e n e f i t s ,  which s h a l l  be e s tab l is h ed  by genera l law a p p l i ­
cab le to a l l  o f f i c e r s  o f the s t a t e , the commission s h a l l  e s ta b l is h  the 
compensation of the governor, l i e u te n a n t  governor, and members of tho 
l e g i s l a t u r e , i n c lu d in g  t h e i r  s a la r i e s ,  b e n e f i t s ,  per diem, and a l low ­
ances, i^ any. An order of the commission takes e f fe c t  at the beg in ­
n ing  of the next f i s c a l  year of the s ta te . The commission s h a l l  ho ld 
a p u b l i c  hear ing i n  each j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  before is su in g  an order 
that changes the compensation c f  an e le c ted  o f f i c i a l .  At le as t  every 
two years, but not more f requen t ly  than every year, the commission 
s h a l l  rev iew the compensation of e le c ted  o f f i c i a l s .  The commission 
s h a l l  issue an order w i th  respect to s a la r ie s  not l a t e r  than t h i r t y  
days before the end of the f i s c a l  year.

SECTION 16. FINALITY OF ORDER. An order s e t t in g  the compensa­
t io n  of an e le c ted  o f f i c i a l  i a  not sub jec t  to veto by the governor. 
Au order of che commission i s  sub jec t to i n i t i a t i v e  and referendum in  
the came manner as an act of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  Tho l e g is la t u r e  s h a l l  
appropr iate money to fund the orders of the commission.

* Sec. A. The amendments proposed by t h is  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  be placed 
before the voter,1* of the sta te at the next genera l e l e c t i o n  i n  conformity
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O f f e r e d :  2 / 6 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  J o s e p h s o n ,  V . F i s c h e r ,
K e l l y  a n d  S t u r g u l e w s k i

1 IN TH E SENATE BY TH E J U D I C I A R Y  CO MM ITT EE

2 CS FO R SENATE J O IN T RE S O L U T I O N  NO. 15 (Judiciary)

3 IN TH E L E GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

A F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SE SSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  an am en dme nt to the Constitu-

6 tion of the State of A l a s k a  creating a

7 c o m m i s s i o n  on c o m p e n s a t i o n  of el ected

8 o f f i c i a l s ,

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Se ct ion 1. Ar ti cle II, sec. 7, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is

11 am ended to reau:

12 SE CTION 7. SALARY A N D  E X P E N S E S . Le gi sla tor s shall receive

13 annual salaries. They may receive a pe r d i em al lo wan ce for expenses

14 while in se ssion and are e n ti tle d to travel expenses g o i n g  to and from

15 sessions. Pr es idi ng offi cer s m a y  re ce ive ad di tio nal compensation.

16 Co mp e n s a t i o n  of legislators shall be set by the C o m m i s s i o n  on Compen-

17 sation of El e c t e d  Officials.

18 * Sec. 2. Ar ti cle III, sec. 15, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is

L9 am ended to read:

20 SE CTION 15. COMPENSATION. The c o m p ens ati on of the g o ve rno r and

21 the lieutenant g o ve rno r shall be pr e s c r i b e d  by the Co m m i s s i o n  on

22 Co mp ens at ion of El ected Of fi cia ls [LAW] and shall not be dimi nis hed

23 during their term of office, unless by order of the c o m m i s s i o n  consis-

24 tent w i t h  a general law appl yin g to all sala rie d officers of the

25 State.

26 *  Sec. 3. Ar ti cle XII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is am ended

27 by adding ne w sections to read:

28 SECTION 14. CO MP E N S A T I O N  COMMISSION. Th er e is e s ta bli she d a

29 Co mm iss ion on Co mp ens ati on of El e c t e d  Officials. The co mm i s s i o n  is

- 1 -  C S S J R  1 5 ( J u d )
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composed of five me mbers a p p o i n t e d  by the governor, subject to c o n f i r ­

ma t i o n  by a majo rit y of the me mbers of the legislature in joint s e s ­

sion. Me mbers serve for s t ag ger ed terms of six years. The go v e r n o r

shall appoint me mb ers wi th out regard to po li tic al affiliation. A

me m b e r  of the co m m i s s i o n  ma y not be empl oye d by the state d u r i n g  the

m e mb er' s term and ma y not h o l d  an elective state office d u r i n g  the 

term or w i t h i n  one year thereafter. The legislature may e s ta bli sh

other qu al ifi cat io ns for me mb ers of the commission.

SE CTION 15. POWERS A N D  DUTIES CF THE COMMISSION. Except for 

retirement: benefits, wh ic h shall be e s ta bli she d by general law a p p l i ­

cable to all officers of the state, the comm iss ion shall es ta bli sh the 

c o mp ens ati on of the governor, lieutenant governor, and me mb ers of the 

legislature, in cl udi ng their salaries, benefits, pe r diem, and a l l o w ­

ances, if any. An or de r of the co mm iss ion takes effect at the b e g i n ­

ning of the next fiscal y e a r  of the state. The co mm iss ion shall h o l d  

a pu bl ic he aring before is su ing an order that changes the co mp e n s a t i o n  

of an elected official. At least every two years, but not m o re f r e ­

qu ently than every /ear, the co mm iss ion shall review the co mp e n s a t i o n  

of el ected officials. The co mm iss ion shall issue an  order w i t h  r e ­

spect to salaries not later than thirty days before the end of the

fiscal year.

SECTION 16. FINALITY OF  ORDER. A n  order se tting the c o m p e n s a ­

tion of an el ected official is not subject to veto by the governor.

An order of the co mm iss ion is subject to initiative and re fe ren dum in 

the same ma nn er as an act of the legislature. The le gislature shall 

a p propriate money to fund the orders of the commission.

* Sec. 4. The amendments prop ose d by this re s o l u t i o n  shall be placed 

before the voters of the state at the next general elec tio n in co nf orm ity 

w i th art. XIII, sec, 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, and the

C S S J R  1 5 ( J u d )  -2-
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,  J u d i c i a r y

a n d  F i n a n c e

SENATE JO IN T RE SO LUT ION IvO. 15 

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF A L A S K A  

FO UR TEE NTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

Pr op osi ng an amendment to the C o n s t i t u ­

tion of the State of A l a s k a  c r ea tin g a

co mm iss ion on co mp ens ati on of el e c t e d

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT RE S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  IHE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Se ction 1. Ar ti cle II, sec. 7, Co ns t i t u t i o n  of the State of Al as ka is

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY A N D  EXPENSES. Legislators shall receive

annual salaries. The *  may receive a pe r diem al lo wan ce for expenses 

wh il e in se ssion and are e n ti tle d to travel expenses going to and from 

sessions. Pr es idi ng officer's ma y receive additional compensation. 

Com p e n s ation of lep.islators shall b e set by the Com mi ss ion on C o m p e n ­

sation of El ected O f f i c i a l s .

* Sec. 2. Article III, sec. 15, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is 

amended to read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The comp ens ati on of the g o v e r n o r  and

the lieutenant gove rno r shall be pr e s c r i b e d  by the C o m m i s s i o n  or.

C o m p ensation o f  El ected O f f i c i a ls [LAW] and shall not be d i m i n i s h e d

du ri ng their term of office, un le ss by o r d er of the commission c o n s i s ­

tent w i th a general law ap p l y i n g  to all salaried officers of the 

S t a t e .

* Sec. 3. Ar ticle XII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Al as ka is am ended 

by ad di ng new sections to read:

SECTION 14. C O M P ENS ATI ON COMMISSION. There is es ta bli she d a

Co mm iss ion on C o m p ens ati on of El ec ted Officials. The co mm iss ion is

IN  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  J O S E P H S O N
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1 comp ose d of five members a p po int ed by the governor, subject to c o n f i r ­

m a t i o n  by a majority of the me mb ers of the legislature in joint s e s ­

sion. Me mbers serve for terms of six years. The me mb ers hip shall 

include at least one business executive, one re presentative of a

n o n p a r t i s a n  voters' organization, one pe rs on w i t h  experience in public 

ad ministration, and one re p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a labor organisation. A 

m e m b e r  of the commission may not be employed by the state during the 

memb er' s term and ma y not hoid an elective state office during the 

term or wi th in one year thereafter.

SE CTION 15. POWERS A N D  DUTIES OF TH E COMMISSION. Except for 

retirement benefits, w h ic h shall be e s ta bli she d by general law a p p l i ­

cable to all officers of the state, the co m m i s s i o n  shall es ta bli sh the

co m p ens ati on of the governor, lieutenant governor, and members of the

legislature, including their salaries, benefits, p e r  diem, and a l l o w ­

ances, if any. An  order of the c o m m i s s i o n  takes effect at the b e g i n ­

n i ng of the next fiscal y e ar of the state. The commission shall hold 

a pu bl ic he aring in each judicial dist ric t before issuing an order

that changes the co mp ens ati on of an el ec ted official. At least every

two years, but not more freq uen tly than every year, the comm iss ion 

shall review the compensation of el ected officials. The commission 

shall issue an order w i th respect to salaries not later than thirty

days before the end of the fiscal year.

SECTION 16. FINALITY OF ORDER. An or de r se tting the co m p e n s a ­

tion of an elected official is not su bject to v e to by the governor. 

An order of the co mm iss ion is su bject to initiative and re fe ren dum in 

the same ma nn er as an act of the legislature. Th e legislature shall 

appropr iat e money to fund the orders of the commission.

Sec. 4. The amendments p r o p o s e d  by this re so lut ion shall be placed

29 before the voters of the state at the next ge neral e l ec tio n in conformity
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w i th art. XIII, sec. I, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, and the 

tion laws of the state.




