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BY THE H E A L T H , EDUCATION AND 
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE CONCU R RE N T  R ESOLUTION NO. 36 (HESS)

IN THE LE G I S LA T U R E  OF THE STATE OF AL A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

E s t a b li s h i n g  a joint special committee 

on me nt a l  h e a l t h  trust land.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E LE GI S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Un i t e d  States Congress granted 1,000,000 acres of land to 

the Ter r i t or y  of Ala s k a  to be admi n i s t e r e d as a public trust for the n e c e s­

sary expenses and support of mental he a l t h  in the territory; and

WHEREAS in Octo b e r  1985, the Al a s k a  Supreme Court dete r m in e d  that the 

1978 d e c is i o n  of the A la s k a  L e g i sl a t u r e  to redesignate mental he a lt h  trust 

land as general grant land had breached the trust established by the C o n­

gress; and

WHER E A S  the funding level for the me n t a l hea l t h  programs in the state

is one of tne lowest in the n a t i o n  on a per capita basis; and

WHEREAS the legislature, the administration, and mental health a d v o­

cates agree chat the state must comply w i t h  the intent of the Congress that 

mental he a l th  programs in the state rece've sufficient funding; and

WHEREAS it is not in the public interest that continued litigation 

over the me n t a l he a l th  land trust divert a t t e n t io n  from the u nderlying goal 

of increased funding for mental h e a l t h  programs and care in the state; and 

WHEREAS present state statutes do not e x p l i c it l y  provide for the 

ip. m a g e m e n t  of mental hea lt h  trust land for m a x i m um  revenue production; and 

W H E R E AS  the return of mental h e a l t h  trust land to trust status p r e­

cludes ma nagement of me n t a l health trust land for its highest and best use;

BE IT RE S O L V E D  by the Al as k a  State L e g i s l at u r e  that a Joint Special 

C o m mittee on Me n t a l  H e a l t h  Trust Land is e s ta b l i s h e d  u nder U n i f o r m  Rule 21; 

and be it

O f f e r e d :  4/1/86
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  J o s e p h s o n ,  S a c k e t t ,
R o d e y ,  e t  a l
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F’JRTHER RE S OLVED that the Joint Special Committee on Me n t a l  H e a l t h

Trust Land is composed of three members of the Senate appointed by the 

president of the Senate, three members of the H o u s e of Repr e s e nt a t i v e s  

appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives, and two public 

members i nterested in the mental h e a l t h  trust land issue; the public m e m­

bers shall be s el ected by the o ther members of the Joint Special Committee 

on Mental Health Trust Land; and be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the Joint Special C o mmittee on Mental He a l t h

Trust Land develop, after pu b l i c  hearings, a proposal to resolve the mental 

health trust litigation and recommend a level of ap p r o p ri a t i o n s  adequate to 

provide sufficient funding for me n t a l  health programs in the future; and be 

it

FURTHER RE S O L V E D  that the committee is a u thorised to meet during and 

between sessions of the legislature and is to report its r e commendations

and findings on the first day of the First Session of the F i f t e e n t h  State

Legislature; and be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D that the committee terminates an the 10th day of the 

First Session of the F i fteenth State Legislature.
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Introduced: 2/18/86
Referred: Health, Education and

Social Services and 
Finance

BY JOSEPHSON, SACKETT, R O D E Y , 
V. FISCHER, F A I K S , F A H R E N K A M P

1 IN THE SENATE A N D  K E R T T U L A

2 SENATE CONCU R R E N T  R E S OL U T I O N  NO. 36

3 IN THE .EGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

A F O U R T E E N TH  L EG I S L A T U R E - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  j o i n t  sjjecial cosxaittee

6 on mental h e a l t h  trust land.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U RE  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

2 WHER E AS  the Un i t e d  States Congress gran t e d  1 , 000,000 acres of land to

9 the T e r ritory of Al a s k a  to be adm i n i s t e r ed  as a p u b l i c  trust for the neces-

10 sary expenses and support of mental hea l th  in the territory; and

11 W H E R E A S in Octo be r  1985, the Al a s k a  Supreme Court d e t e r m i n e d  that the

12 1978 d e c i r i o n  of the Al a s k a  L e g i s la t u r e  to r e d e s ignate m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust

13 land as general gr'ant land had breached the trust e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the Con-

14 gress; and

15 W H E R E AS  the funding level for the mental h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  in the state

J6 is one of the lowest in the na t i o n on a pe r  cap i t a  basis; and

17 WHEREAS the legislature, the a d mi n i s tration, and me nt a l  h e a l t h  advo-

18 cater, agree that the state must comply w i t h  the intent of the. C o n g r e ss  that

19 me n t al  he a lt h  programs in the state receive s u f f i ci e n t  funding; and

20 WHER E A S  it is not i n  the pu bl i c  interest that continued litigation

21 over the mental health land trust divert a t t e n t i o n  from the u n d e r l y i n g  goal

22 of increased funding for mental h e a l t h  p r o g r a ms  and care in the state; and

23 WHEREAS present stat,: statutes do not e x p l i c i t l y  prov id e  for the

24 manag em e n t  of mental h e a l t h  trust land for m a x i m u m  revenue production; and

25 WHEREAS the return of mental health trust land t:o trust st a t u s  pre-

26 eludes m a nagement of mental h e a l t h  trust land for its high e s t and best use;

27 BE IT R E S OLVED by the Al a sk a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that a Joint Special

28 C o m mittee on Mental He a lt h  Trust Land is e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d er  U n i f o r m  Rule 21;

29 and be it
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FURTHER R E S OLVED that the Joint Special Committee on Me nt a l  H e a l t h

Trust Land is composed of two members of the Senate appo i n t e d  by the p r e s i­

dent of the Senate, two members of the H o u s n  of R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  a p pointed 

by the speaker of the House of Representatives, the com m i s s i on e r  of natural

r e s ources and the c o m m i ssioner of he a l t h  and social services, or the d e s i g­

nees of the commissioners, and two public members inter e s te d  in the mental 

h e a l t h  trust land issue; the public members shall be s el e c t e d  by the other 

members of the Joint Special Committee o n  M ental H e a l t h  Trust Land; and be 

it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Special Committee on Me n t a l  He al t h

T rust Land develop, after p u b l i c  hearings, a p r o p o s a l  to resolve the mental 

h e a l t h  trust litigation and re c om m e n d  a level of a p p r o p ri a t i o n s  adequate to 

p r o v i d e  sufficient funding for mental h e a l t h  p r ograms in the future; and be 

it

FURTHER R E S OL V E D  that the committee is autho r iz e d  to meet during and 

betw e e n  sessions of the legislature and is to report its r e c ommendations 

and findings on the first day of the First Session of the Fifteenth State 

Legislature; and be it

FURT H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the committee terminates on the 10th day of the 

First Session of the Fif t e e n t h State Legislature.
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