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Introduced: 2/14/86
Referred: Finance

IN  THE SENATE BY RODEY

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Proposing an amendment to the Uniform 

Rules o f the Alaska S ta te L e g is la tu re  

re la t in g  to schedu ling session v/ork.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I .  The Uniform Rules o f the A laska State L e g is la tu re  arc 

amended by adding a new ru le  to read:

RULE 56. SESSION SCHEDULES. (a ) The fo llo w in g  schedule app lie s 

to cons ide ra tion o f the app rop ria t io n  b i l l  fo r the genera l opera ting 

budget and the c a p ita l budget:

le g is la t iv e  day.

(b ) An app rop ria t io n  b i l l  may not be transm itted  from the house

Rules a f te r  the 100th le g is la t iv e  day un less t ra n sm it ta l a f te r  tha t 

day is  approved by an a f f irm a t iv e  vote o f tw o -th ird s  o f the f u l l  

membership o f the house o f o r ig in .

(c ) No tw ithstand ing Rule 18 o f the Uniform Ru le s , an app rop ria ­

t io n  b i l l  may not be placed on the calendar before the second day 

a f te r  the day on which the b i l l  is  reported back from the finance 

committee.

(d) A jo in t  session o f the le g is la tu re  to consider con firm a tion 

o f appointees by the governor must be held by the 100th le g is la t iv e  

day.

(1) The house o f o r ig in  must calendar the b i l l  by the 90th

le g is la t iv e  day.

(2 ) The second house must calendar the b i l l  by the 100th

of o r ig in  o f the b i l l  to the o ther house under Rule 40 of the Uniform
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Art .  I I ,  § 6 ,V' S Art II, § 8 C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  A l a s k a Art .  I I ,  § 8

in which the suprem e 
dopt on exception to the 
ng made in State v.

No. 1 7 2 4 ,1 7 2 5 ,1 72 6 , n"; 
565. 3764 , 2965, 3 0 0 2 ), ' A 
3). V '

on  to strike t c lo p h o n n '* ‘ 
•• —  Defendant in  brib - * ■■ 
waived hia m otion to '■ j  
ecord evidence based on 
y under the state conati- '  V 
.o raise the isaue at tho 

Hohman v. State, Ct, 'J'* 
File No. 6779), 669 P .2d * \

to v. M alkin. Ct. App, 
Vo. 7508), 678 P.2d 1356

y o f  Kenai v. K enai 
ipera. Inc., Sup. Ct. Op. 
s. 4954, 5433), 642 P.2d

'. v. Slate, Cl. App. Op. 
4646), 645 P.2d 1229 

State. Ct. App. Op. No. 
■i. 673 P.2d 904 (1983); Adp. Op. No. 371 (F ilo  
. 1358 0984).

;eoted at the General 
• ember, 1980.

‘ion o f E lections v. 
t- Op. No. 2704 (F ile  
59 P.2d 537 (1983).

n on t*—  This section 
sent* made or actions 
or that directly affect 
effijlaticn or the con- 
be submitted to the 
or n otth a  statem ents 
In public. State v.

■‘V/J

m

ba*i»orth. Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (File 
1543), 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Protected activitlcM. — Two-pnrt tost 
■ lo determine whether activity is 

•Khrn the legitimate legislature Bphero 
tad thus within tho protection o f  this 
•Ktioa requires thu activity to (1) be nn 
M ffT il part o f the deliberative and com - 
Mwaicilive process by which mem bers 
(•rlidpile in committee and house pro- 
•sfdiofs and (2) address proposed legisla­
t e  or some other subject w ithin the 
Wftslsture's constitutional jurisdiction. 
BchulU v. Sundberg, 759 F.2d 714 (9th 
Clr. 1985).

Political activities o f  legislators, which 
fcsrlude attempts on behalf o f constituents 
Is Influence tho executive branch in carry- 
t*C out administrative responsibilities, 
U ,  prosecuting criminals, arc not privi- 
W»d; but legislative activities w bich  are 
j*rformed jn order to directly influence 
lb* snactment o f specific legislation aro 
jm ilegtd. Stale v. Dankworth, Ct. App. 
Op No. 308 (File No. 7543), 672 P.2d 148 
■ 19*3).

Sute senate president who ordered tho 
sltsndsnce of absent legislators to achicvo 
e quorum so that tho governor's nppoin- 
i*«« could be considered for confirm ation 
■ u  entitled to absolute legislative immu- 
uly because his action took place on the 
lloar of the senate, the business woa 
dearly legislative, and an action to com ­
pel attendance o f  other legislators at a 
Ugiilslive session is an integral legisla­
ture function. Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 
r  2d 714 (9th Cir. 1985).

Actions of Benate finance chairm an in 
acquiring property while prom oting its 
ule to the stole at o purchase price which 
would result in his receiving substantial 
profit* nnd in using his influence as a

legislator to aecurc nn appropriation for 
the purchn.io by tho stulo in tho govor- 
nor’n proposed budget were clearly legisla­
tive and therefore within the im m unity 
granted in this section. State v. 
Dankworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (F ile 
No. 7643), 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Im m un ity  fo r  n on p n rty  leg is la tors . 
—  A laska's im m unity clause applies to 
legislators not parties in an underlying 
action. The president o f  the senate, the 
presiding ofTiccr at jo in t sessions o f the 
legislature with the duty to call a jo in t 
session to order once convened by the 
governor and to preside over it, has a 
general duty to vote on the governor's 
appointees during a jo in t session and 
specific duties to perform as senate presi­
dent; and any conversations between the 
senate president and the governor may be 
seen as acts in preparation for perfor­
m ance o f these duties und os such are 
privileged. Kerttula v. Abood. Sup. Ct. 
Op. No. 2858 (File No. S-257), 686 P.2d 
1197(1984).

T e rm in a tio n  o f  leg is la tive  re ­
s e a r c h e r  in ad m in istra tive  net. —  T er­
m ination o f a legislative researcner for 
the legislative aifairs agency for express­
ing her econom ic and political views in an 
interview  in violation o f  a "public neutral­
ity requirem ent," an unwritten and in for­
mal understanding, for which she de­
clined a reprimand, and for refusing to 
abide by tho director's interpretation o f 
the public neutrality requirement in the 
future was an udm inistralive rather m an 
u legislative act. nnd was not within the 
scope o f legislutivo im munity. Slate v. 
Haley, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2S60 (File Nos. 
6C04, 6608, 6609, 6610), 687 P.2d 305 
(1984).

Section 8. Regular Sessions. The legislature shall convene in 
regular session each year on the fourth Monday in January, but the 
month and day may be changed by law. The legislature shall adjourn 
from regular session no later than one hundred twenty consecutive 
calendar days from the date it convenes except that a regular session 
rosy be extended once for up to ten consecutive calendar days. An 
extension of tho regular session requires the affirmative vote of at 
least two-thirds of the membership of each house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall adopt as part of the uniform rules of procedure 
deadlines for scheduling session work not inconsistent with provisions 
controlling the length of the session.
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Art. II, § '6‘” ‘ s f Ait II, 5 8 Constitution o r  A laska Art. II, § 8

in which the suprem e 
dopt nn exception to tho 
ng mnde in State v. 
is. No. 1724, 1725, 17 2 6 ,' 
565, 3764, 2965, 3 0 0 2 ),' 
3).

:on to strike te le p h o n e
•. —  Defendant in brib - 
waived his m otion to 
ecord evidence based on  
y under the state consti- 
'o  raise the issue at the 

Hohman v. State, C t. ‘ 
File No. 6779), 669 P .2d

■o v. M alkin, Ct. A pp . 
Vo. 7508), 678 P.2d 1336

y o f  Kenai v. K enai 
ipers. Inc., Sup. Ct. O p. 
J. 4954, 5433). 642 P .2d

'. v. Slate, C l. App. O p. 
4846). 645 P.2d 1229 

State, Ct. App. Op. N o. 
'•), 673 P.2d 904 (1983); 

App. Op. No. 371 (F ilo  
: 1358(1984).

;ealed at the general 
• ember, 1980.

lion o f Elections v. 
L Op. No, 2704 (F ile  
i9 P.2d 637 (1983).

nenLs. —  This section 
aents made or actions 
or that directly affect 
sgulstian or the con- 
be submitted to tho 
or notihe ttotements 
in public. State v.

■ m

tWkworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (F ile 
75431,67 2 P.2d 148(1983).

Protected activities. —  Tw o-part test 
- o -d  lo determine whether activity is 

■tthia the legitimate legislature sphero 
■•d thui within tho protection o f  this 
mtkm requires the uctivily to (1) bo on 
suejril part of the deliberative and com - 
xuuiKxlive process by w hich m em bers 
participate in committee and house pro- 
tW iD j! and (2) address proposed leg isla ­
t e  or tome other subject w ithin the 
k<ultture'* constitutional jurisdiction . 
Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 F.2d 714 (9th 
Dr. 1985).

Political activities o f  legislators, w hich 
toclude attempts on behalf o f  constituents 
I* influence the executive branch in ca rry - 
tat out administrative responsibilities, 
It., prosecuting crim inals, are not privi- 
Wtvd; but legislative activities which axe 
pwrformed in order to directly influence 
tht tmctment of specific legislation are 
pmiltgcd. Slate v. Dankworth, Ct. App. 
Op No. 308 (File No. 7543), 672 P.2d 148 
119*3).

Sute senate president w ho ordered tho 
tlUndtnce of absent legislators to achieve 
t quorum to that the governors  appoin­
t s  could be considered for confirm ation 
» u  entitled to absolute legislative im m u- 
oily because his action took place on the 
floor of the senate, the business was 
clearly legislative, and an action to com ­
pel attendance of other legislators at a 
L*i»l*live session is an integrul legisla­
tive function. Schultz v. Sundberg, 759 
F 2d 714 (9th Cir. 1985).

Action* of senate finance chairm an in 
acquiring property while prom oting its 
u lt  to the state at o  purchase price which 
•ould result in his receiving substantial 
profits end in using his influence us a

legislator to Becure an appropriation for 
tho purchase by tho stuto in tho gover­
nor's proposed budget were clearly legisla­
tive and therefore within the im m unity 
grunted in this section. State v. 
Dankworth, Ct. App. Op. No. 308 (File 
No. 7543). 672 P.2d 148 (1983).

Im m u n ity  fo r  n o n p a rty  leg is la tors . 
—  A laska's im m unity clause applies to 
legislators not parties in an underlying 
action. The president o f  the senate, the 
presiding officer at jo in t sessions o f  the 
legislature with the duty to call a join t 
session to order once convened by the 
governor and to preside over it, has a 
general duty to vote on the governor's 
appointees during a joint session and 
specific duties to perform as senate presi­
dent; and any conversations between the 
senate president and the governor may be 
seen as acta in preparation for perfor­
m ance o f  these duties and as such are 
p rh ileged . Kerttula v. Abood, Sup. Ct. 
Op. No. 2858 (File No. S-257), 6S6 P.2d 
1197(1984).

T e rm in a tion  o f  leg is la tive  re ­
s e a r c h e r  in ad m in istra tive  net- —  T er­
m ination o f  a legislative researcner for 
the legislative affairs agency for express­
ing her econom ic and political views in an 
interview  in violation o f  a "public neutral­
ity requirem ent,” an unwritten and in for­
mal understanding, for which she de­
clined a reprimand, und for refusing (o 
abide by tho director's interpretation o f 
the public neutrality requirement in the 
future was an adm inistrative ratner man 
a legislative act and was not within the 
scope o f  legislutivo immunity. Stale v. 
Haley, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2660 (File Nos. 
6601. 6608, 6609. 6610), 687 P.2d 305 
(1934).

Section 8. Regular Sessions. The legislature shall convene in 
regular session each yeur on the fourth Monday in January, but the 
month and day may be changed by law. The legislature shall adjourn 
from regular session no later than one hundred twenty consecutive 
calendar days from the date ».oiivenea except that a regular session 
may be extended once for up to ten consecutive calendar days. An 
extension of tho regular session requires the affirmative vote of at 
least two-thirds of the membership of each house of the legislature. 
The legislature shall adopt a3 part of the uniform rules of procedure 
deadlines for scheduling session work not inconsistent with provisions 
controlling the length of the session.
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C O M P A R I S O N  O F  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N S  7 A N D  33

SCR 7

App l ies to both operat ing and c a p i t a l  
budget b i l l s .

Must be reported out of the Finance 
Committee of the House of O r ig in  by 
the 80th L e g is la t i v e  Day.

Must ca lendar i n  second read ing by 
the 82nd day.

Act ion on b i l l ( s )  must be completed 
and sent to  the Second House by the 
85th day.
B i l l ( s )  must be reported out of the 
Finance Committee of the .Second 
House by the 90th day.
Second House must ca lendar i n  second 
read ing by the 92nd day.
Act ion on b i l l ( s )  must be completed 
and transm it ted back to House of 
O r ig in  by the 95th day.
No S im i la r  Requirement

No S im i la r  Requirement

House of O r ig in  must concur or refuse 
to concur and n o t i f y  Second House by 
the 96th day.
Second House must recede or f a i l  to 
recede by the 97th day.
I f  a Conference Committee has to be 
appointed, i t  must occur w i t h in  one 
day of the Second House f a i l i n g  to 
recede from i t s  amendments.
The Conference Committee must report 
any agreement or f a i l u r e  to do so by 
the 112th day.

SCR 3 3

App l ies to both operat ing and c a p i t a l  
budget b i l l s .

No S im i la r  Requirement.

House of O r ig in  must ca lendar by the 
90th day.

No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i la r  Requirement.

Second House must ca lendar by 
the 100th day.
No S im i la r  Requirement.

Appropr ia t ions b i l l ( s )  may not be 
t ransm it ted from the House of O r ig in  
the Second House a f te r  the 100th day 
except by a 2/3'rds vote .
Appropr ia t ions b i l l ( s )  may not be 
p laced on the ca lendar u n t i l  2 days 
a f t e r  a c t io n  by the Finance Committee
No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i l a r  Requirement. 

No S im i l a r  Requirement.

No S im i l a r  Requirement.



The request fo r l im ite d  powers of 
Free Conference must be granted 
w ith in  one day o f the request.

T h is  Free Conference Committee w ith  
l im ite d  powers has 3 days in  which to 
reach agreement or re po rt th a t they 
cannot reach agreement.

I f  the Conference Committee f a i l s  to 
f a i l s  to  reach an agreement, a Free 
Conference Committee must be appointed 
w ith in  one day o f the re p o rt .

T h is  Free Conference Committee has two 
days in  wh ich to  reach agreement or 
re po rt th a t i t  cannot reach agreement.

Each le g is la t i v e  body has one day to 
vo te on a Conference Committee 
or Free Conference Committee Repo rt.

J o in t Con firm a tion Session s h a ll not 
be he ld  e a r l ie r  than the 100th day 
or la t e r  than the 120th day.

No Similar Requirement.

No S im ila r Requirement.

No S im ila r Requirement.

No S im ila r  Requirement.

No S im ila r  Requirement.

J o in t Con firm ation Session must be 
he ld by the 100th day.



I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY RODEY

2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 33

3 IN THE LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF AL AS KA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLA TUR E - SECOND SESSION

5 Pr op osi ng an amendment to the U n if orm

6 Rules of the A l a s k a  State Legisla tur e

7 relating to sc he dul ing se ssion work.

8 BE IT RESO LVE D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  Se ction 1. The Un if orm Rules of the Al as ka State Le gi sla tur e are

10 amended by adding a new rule to read:

11 RULE 56. SESSION SCHEDULES. (a) The following schedule applies

12 to co ns ideration of the appropriation bill for the general operating

13 budget and the capital budget:

14 (1) The house of origin must calendar the bill by the 90th

15 legislative day.

16 (2) The second house must calendar the bill by the 100th

17 legislative day.

18 (b) An  appropriation bill may not be transmitted from the house

19 of origin of the bill to the other house un de r Rule 40 of the Un if orm

20 Rules after the 100th legislative day unless transmittal aftei- that

21 day is approved by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the full

22 me mb ers hip of the house of origin.

23 (c) Notwithstanding Rule 18 of the Un if orm Rules, an appropria-

24 tion bill may not be placed on the calendar before the second day

25 after the day on which the bill is reported back from the finance

26 committee.

27 (d) A joint session of the legislature to consider confirmation

28 of appointees by the gove rno r must be held by the 100th legislative

29 day.
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