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Offered: 4/24/85
Referred: Finance

BIT THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND1 IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 13 (HESS)
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e l a t i n g  to  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs.
6 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
7 WHEREAS the Education o f the Handicapped Act (P .L . 94-142) r e q u i r e s
8 each s t a t e  to  p rov ide  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  to handicapped c h i l d r e n ;  and
9 V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has exp re s s ed  i t s  commitment to c a r r y  out the

10 p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P .L . 94-142 through the enactment o f  AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 1 8 0 ,  which
11 i n d i c a t e s  the S t a t e ’ s i n t e n t  to p rov ide  "an a p p ro p r i a t e  p u b l i c  educa t ion
12 f o r  e x c ep t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  in  the s t a t e  who a re  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  age
13 but l e s s  than 22 y e a r s  o f  ag e " ;  and
14 WHEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has f u r t h e r  exp r e s s ed  i t s  commitment to "pro -
15 v id e  app rop r i a t e  p u b l i c  educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  the e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n
16 in t h i s  s t a t e  who have not reached the age o f  t h r e e "  through the enactment
17 o f  AS 4 7 .2 0 . 0 0 5 ,  which d i r e c t s  the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
18 to e s t a b l i s h  to the maximum ex t en t  p o s s i b l e  "a l e a rn in g  program which
19 emphasi ses  i n d i v i d u a l  needs ,  i s  home based ,  and in vo l v e s  p a r en t s  in the
20 educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n " ;  and
21 V/HEREAS the l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  tha t  the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l
22 S e r v i c e s  i s  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job  in  meet ing the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 7 . 2 0 . -
23 005 , in s p i t e  of the l im i t e d  l e v e l  o f  funding a v a i l a b l e  to support  th e se
24 s e r v i c e s  when compared to the number o f  i d e n t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in  need ; and
25 WHEREAS i t  i s  the  i n t e n t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  a l l  e x c e p t i o n a l
26 c h i l d r en  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age and r e s i d e n c e  in  the s t a t e  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t  from
27 in f a n t  l e a rn in g  and s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs., and
28 WHEREAS s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs a r e  c u r r e n t l y  funded as p a r t  o f  the
29 Department o f  Edu ca t ion ' s  p ub l i c  schoo l foundat ion program and in f a n t

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  F a i k s ,  F e r g u s o n ,
Z i e g l e r ,  et al

-1- C S S C R  1 3 ( H E S S )



1 l e a rn in g  programs a re  funded on a g r an t s  b a s i s  through the Department o f
2 Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ;  and
3 WHEREAS an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  commitment to  A l a s k a ' s
4 ve ry  young e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  funding to support in f a n t
5 l e a rn in g  as w e l l  as s p e c i a l  edu ca t ion  programs;
6 BE IT RESOLVED by the A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the Department o f
7 Educa tion i s  r eque s ted  to work w i th  the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l
8 S e r v i c e s  to dete rmine how in f a n t  l e a rn in g  s e r v i c e s  c u r r e n t l y  p rov ided by
9 the Department o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  can be c o o p e r a t i v e l y  imple-

10 mented with the Department o f  Educa t ion and whether or how funding can be
11 in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the p u b l i c  s choo l  founda t ion program; and be i t
12 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  implementa t ion of program r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
13 should in c lud e  con t inu a t i on  o f  the emphasis c u r r e n t l y  p la c ed  by the Depart -
14 rnent o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  on i n d i v i d u a l  needs in a home-based
15 s e t t i n g  and the involvement o f  p a r en t s  i n  the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f
16 t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  and be i t
17 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the Department o f Educa tion i s  r equ e s t ed  to
18 r ep o r t  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  on whether or how funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g
L9 programs can be in co rpo r a t ed  in to  the , . lb l i c  school  foundat ion program as
2U c a t e g o r i c a l  funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs; and be i t
21 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the repo r t  be submitted to  the L e g i s l a t u r e  by
22 the 10th day o f the Second S e s s i on  o f the Fourteenth L e g i s l a t u r e .
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A N A L Y S I S  F O R  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  1 3

R e l a t i n g  t o  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  f o r  
f u n d i n g  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  s e r v i c e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  a  
g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  h a s  n e v e r  k e p t  u p  w i t h  
t h e  n um b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s .
One o p t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a ;  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d s  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n .
I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g . ,  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
i d e a .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  
t f r e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  J a n u a r y .
T h e r e  i s  a  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n .
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■ INFANT L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M S

Th e  h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  In f an t  L e a rn in g  P ro g r am s  is 
b r i e f  b u t  d r a n a t i c .  It d em o n s t r a t e s  w e l l - p l a c e d  c o n c e r n  on 
th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  i d en t i f i c a t ion  and  t r e a tm en t  o f  c h i l d r e n  
w i th  h an d i c a p p in g  c on d i t io n s .  It means t h a t  c h i l d r e n  bo rn  
w i th  impa i rm en t s  o r  h igh  r i s k  o f  impa i rm en t s  d u e  to e n ­
v i r o nm en t a l ,  b io - so c i a l  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  can  now r e c e i v e  
s e r v i c e s  wh i c h  will e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  menta l  and  p h y s i c a l  
d e v e lo pm en t  to minimize l o n g - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  the  h a n d i c a p ­
p ing  c o n d i t i o n s .  It a l so  d em on s t r a t e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t a b l e  fund in g  b a s e  fo r  a p r o g r am  h e a v i l y  
impac t ed  b y  t h e  h igh  r a t e  o f  s t a t ew i d e  popu la t ion  g r ow th

A . S .  4 7 . 2 0  w a s  am ended  b y  the  L e g i s l a t u r e  in 1979 to 
a u t h o r i z e  th e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Health and  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  to 
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  to local g r o u p s  p r o v i d i n g  d e v e lo pm en ta l  
s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  with h an d i c a p s  from b i r t h  to a g e  t h r e e . 
A f t e r  a g o  t h r e e ,  t h e y  become e l i g ib l e  u n d e r  A . S .  14 .18 to 
e iv tc r  local schoo l  d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am s .

"I w i sh  to c o n g r a t ­
u la t e  t h e  D ep a r t­
ment and  th e  L e g i s­
l a t u r e  fo r  y o u r  
c a r e f u l  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  th i s  i n c r e d i b l y  
v a l u a b l e  p ro g r am  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e . "  >;
Urban  Mavor

INFANT LEARN 1NC PROCRAMS Children EnroIIed•IF78-F84I

"Th e  p ro g r am  is a 
c r e d i t  to A l a s k a  fo r  
mee t ing h an d i c a p p e d  
c h i l d r e n ’s  n e e d s .  

infant learning programs Cu r  family is g r a t e -* of Communities Served (F78-F8S) ful  for t h e  Va l u a b l e
know led g e  and
s u p p o r t  th e  p r o ­
g ram  h a s  s u p p l i e d . "
Fam i ly ,  S i t k a

• OiJ* nil !<*• Iu4« (hi ItriM «nr»l l«« Ift •*««•* 
wltfa 0rm§r»m IQI ln(/Vl iui I ty fapftlratf m i  ing I f r t f n o l

P £ £ > r i V -  Council
H s * y 1 iC 3>ppecl QepCi'T't

6 L ^ i s l a t L L r c ,  \98 5 - 1 9 6 ^  ' . : >1. . . .



Three factors, cited by Smith and Strain (NIE Digest, 
1984) are present in effective infant learning programs 
studied nationwide. These include the age of the child at 
the time of intervention (the earlier the better), parent 
involvement (parents need the support and skills necessary 
to cope with their child's special needs), and the amount of 
structure of the program model (frequency, intensity, de­
gree of individualization, and clarity of objectives).

Key  l a n g u a g e  in A . S .  47 .2 0  r e q u i r e s  in vo l v em en t  of  
p a r e n t s  in th e  edu c a t i o n  and  t r a in in g  o f  t h e i r  y o u n g  c h i l -  
d r e n  a n d ,  to the  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o c u s e s  on the 
fami ly home a s  th e  c h i l d ' s  l e a rn in g  e n v i r o n m e n t . S e r v i c e s  
a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r s  o r  chi ld 
d e v e lo pm en t  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i th  b a c k g r o u n d s  in t e a c h in g ,  
n u r s i n g  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  p r o v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  to p a r e n t s ,  t h u s  r e i n f o r c i n g  th e  ro le or the 
p a r e n t  a s  th e  most  in f lu en t i a l  f a c t o r  in th e  c h i l d ' s  g r ow th  
an d  d e v e l o pm en t ,  in u r b a n  a r e a s  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  a r e  made to 
th e  ch i ld  and  p a r e n t s  in t h e i r  own home. T h e s e  may be 
a u gm en t e d  b y  s e s s i o n s  in a c e n t e r  w h e r e  a g r o u p  o f  c h i l­
d r e n  an d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s .  In ru r a l  a r e a s ,  
home t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y  two w e e k s  or 
on c e  a mon th ,  s u p p l em en t e d  b y  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  o f  v i l l a g e  
t e a c h e r  a i d e s  in p r o g r am s  a t  None ,  B e t h e l ,  McGra th and  
K o t z e b u e . .

L ong i tud in a l  s t u d i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o g r am s  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  
d em on s t r a t e d  tha t  e a r l y  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  sp e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p ay  o f f  in r e d u c in g  the n e ed  to r  sp e c i a l  ed u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  
and  l i f e - l o n g  d e p e n d e n c y  on pub l i c  s e r v i c e s . T h e  e a r l i e r  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  b e g i n s  the lov/er th e  l i f e - l o n g  c o s t  o f  sp e c ia l  
s e r v i c e s .  Tota l  c o s t  o f  sp e c i a l  edu c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  may be 
r e d u c e d  b y  25% i f  s e r v i c e s  b e g in  a t  b i r t h  a s  c ompa r ed  with 
a g e  5 b e c a u s e  o f  the  remed ia t ion  and  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p ­
menta l p r ob l em s  wh ich  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  r e q u i r e  more sp ec ia l  
s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  (Wood, 1981) .  For ev e ry '  do l l a r  s p e n t  on 
e a r l v  t r e a tm en t  th e  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c a l c u l a t e s  $7 .00  in 
s a v i n g s  w i th in  36 month s ( S n i d e r  e t  a l ,  1 974) .  Many 
A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  w i th  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  and  g e n e r a l  d e v e l ­
opmenta l  d e l a y s ,  who h a v e  b e en  s e r v e d  in the l a s t  f o u r  
y e a r s ,  h a v e  not r e q u i r e d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  upon 
e n t r y  to p u b l i c  s ch oo l .  O th e r s  w i th  more s e r i o u s  h an d i c a p ­
p ing  c o n d i t i o n s  c an  b e g in  p ub l i c  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r am s  
p r om p t l y  a t  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  
w n a t  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  h a v e  b e en  los t  t ime in t h e i r  e d u c a ­
tional p r o c e s s .

T h e  1980 0 -2  popu la t ion  w a s  e s t im a t ed  a t  24,461 with 
732 o r  a minimum o f  t h r e e  p e r  c en t  u r b a n  an d  s e v e n  p e r  
c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  e s t im a t e d  to b e  " a t  r i s k "  o f  h av in g  
d e v e lo pm en ta l  d e l a y s  o r  h an d i c a p p in g  c ond i t io n s  r e q u i r i n g  
early/ in t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  The  1985 0 -2  popu la t ion  is

"So many parent' 
handicapped c 
dren are at a 1< 
I'm happy to 
that we've p < 
had that ’ exp 
ence. The pror 
helps supply 
constant need 
emotional suppor

Moth e r ,  P e t e r s b t

"I am certain 
other physii
share m y  opinic 
to the value ol 
program. E 
dollar allocatec 
this program 
worthwhile in’ 
ment."

Pediatrician,
Ketchikan

"I directly' sec 
beneficial rcsul 
troubled familie

Social
B a r r ow W o  i



e s t im a t e d  a t  3 3 , 1 5 0 .  T h e  t a r g e t  popu la t ion  fo r  i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  p r o g r am s  is now 1,111 c h i l d r e n .

T h i s  popu la t i on  i n c r e a s e  s e v e r e l y  impac t s  the  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an a l r e a d y  u n d e r f u n d e d  p ro g r am  s t r u g g l i n n  to meet  
n e e d s  o f  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  and  fami l ie s a l r e a d y  b e in g  s e r v e d .  
In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t ' s  impo s s ib le  to p r o v i d e  l e s s  than ma in te­
n an c e  f u n d in g  to a p r o g r am  b e g u n  on ly  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .  
wh ich  h a s  no t  y e t  b e en  a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d e d ,  and  e x p e c t  
p r o g r am  q u a l i t y  an d  r e s u l t s  to remain h i g h .  Due to the  
i n c r e a s i n g  demand  fo r  s e r v i c e  and  r e d u c e d  amount  o f  f e d e r ­
al P . L .  S9 -313  fu nd in g  a v a i l a b l e  in F 8 5 , t h e  e s t im a t ed  
fu nd in g  p e r  c h i l d  will b e  be low $ 2 ,0 0 0 .  Ful l s e r v i c e  wou ld 
c o s t  $ 3 ,7 0 0  p e r  c h i l d .

C u r r e n t  w a i t in g  l i s t s  o f  i d en t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in c lu d e :
A n c h o r a g e
B e th e l
S ew a r d
Ma t -S u

*Valde7.
*C o r d o v a
*A l e u t i a n s
*T a n an a  Ch ie f s  Reg ion

39
37
9

1*1
2
3
4 

13
TOTAL Wait inn L is t 121
* Ch i ld r en  id en t i f i e d  by  m ed i c a l /h e a l th  p e r s o n n e l  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  no ch i ld  f ind o r  s c r e e n i n g  h a s  b e en  done 
to i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  n e ed ing  s e r v i c e .
Each d a y ,  w e e k ,  month o r  y e a r  th a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  in 

n e e d  o f  i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  p r o g r am  s e r v i c e s  w a i t  fo r  s e r v i c e s  
wil l r e s u l t  in much more l o n g - t e rm  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  than 
i f  th e  s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  the  n e e d e d  fund in g  now .

INFANT LEARN I ST. PPlCKAMS

"I en ro l l e d  my 
d a u g h t e r  l a s t . y e a r  
and  I am p ro ud  to 
s a y  th i s  w a s  one o f  
the  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I 
h a v e  made .  She  
s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  f ive  
w e e k s  in the  h o sp i­
tal in A n ch o r a g e ,  
and I w a s  not ab le  
to s t a y  wi th  h e r  so 
I d id n ' t  know wha t  
to e x p e c t .  The 
p rog r am  h e lp ed  me 
to u n d e r s t a n d  the 
e x t r a  • c a r e  and 
a t t en t ion  sh e  would 
n e e d . "
Mother ,  Nome

F78 F79 F80 FBI F82 F83 F84 F85

Number o f  C h i ld r e n  
E n r o l le d  During Year 78 141 259 396 526 691 793 890*

Number o f  Programs 6 8 12 15 18 18 19 19

Number o f  Communldcs 6 8 15 25 40 53 64 74

Number o f  Home V i s i t s 4,278 5.710 7,238 7,460

Hours of  Home T r a in in g 8,300 13,684 33,827 16,175

Number of  Teachers 20 27 26 31 34

COST PER CHILD 1.153 2.312 1.294 1.533 2. 787 1 .900 2.535 2.125*
TOTAL COST ( I n  tnousands) 89.9 32b.0 335.2 607. 1 I .4 6 5 .9 1,313.0 2.010.7 1,891.8

•Estim ated  number o f  e n ro l lm e n ts  f o r  F85, bnoed on r a t i o  of Increases d u r in g  previous years.
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S e r v i c e  to t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  f am i l i e s  p lu s  in­
c r e a s i n g  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  home v i s i t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  
on ly  b e in g  s e en  month ly  o r  e v e r y  two m on th s ,  bu t  who 
n e e d  to b e  s e en  w e e k l y ,  wou ld r e q u i r e  an add i t i on a l  f o u r­
t e en  t e a c h e r s  s t a t ew id e  p lu s  a numbe r  o f  a i d e s  to a s s i s t  in 
sma l l ,  r emo te  v i l l a g e s .

O v e r  60% o r  a b o u t  500 c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in in fan t  
learni~ng . r e q u i r e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  e v a l u a t i o n s  or 
r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a s  well a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  su ch  
a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  s p e e c h  t h e r a p y .  TFie Div is ion o f  
Pub l i c  Hea lth h a s  d e t e rm in ed  t h a t  th e  most e f f i c i e n t  w a v  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  th e  r e q u i r e d  q u a l i t y  leve l  is to 
h a v e  a s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  team o f  p e d i a t r i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  in ea ch  
o f  the  t h e r a p y  a r e a s  who can wo rk  t o g e t h e r  a s  e v a lu a t ion  
t e am s a n d  in d i v id u a l l y  to p r o v i d e  a c tu a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to 
c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in t h e  local p rog ram s ' ! P r io r  to Novemc>er 
1984 , d i a g n o s t i c  e v a lu a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  on ly  on c e  a y e a r  with 
e s s e n t i a l l y  no f o l l ow -up  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
o r  o c cup a t i on a l  t h e r a p y  n e e d s  u n l e s s  t h i s  w a s  th e  p r o f e s ­
s ional  s p e c i a l t y  o f  th e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r .  Th e  new 
s u p p o r t  p r o g r am  p l a n ,  d u e  to l imited F85 f u n d in g ,  v/i 11
s e r v e  on ly  s e v e n  o f  th e  n in e t e en  p r o g r am s  s t a t e w i d e .

O th e r  unmet  p r o g r am  n e e d s  in c lu d e :  t r a in in g  for
g r o u p s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  family c o u n s e l i n g ,  ch i ld  o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t y  
g r o u p s ,  t e a c h e r  and a id e  t r a i n i n g ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
o b s e r v e  o t h e r  p r o g r am s .  FY86 b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  l e v e l s  
J 1 7 T c r e a s F ^ 7 ~ 7 ^ 3 iT -wTiTl :e s u l t  in a c tu a l  r e d u c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in u r b a n  and  ru r a l  a r e a s .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  tha t
few o f  th e  121 i n f a n t s  on w a i t in g  l i s t s  will b e  s e r v e d  th is
y e a r .  An add i t iona l  100 c h i l d r e n  v/iII b e  a d d e d  to wa i t ing 
l i s t s  n e x t  y e a r  wi th  no hope  o f  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the 
F86 b u d g e t  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d .

"My h u s b a n d  and  
h a v e  had to dc 
wi th  many peop ie  
o r d e r  to he lp o 
tw o - y e a r - o l d  d au g  
t e r  w i th  c e r eb r  
p a l s y .  Homc-bas 
t h e r a p y  would 
v e r y  h e lp fu l .  O 
d a u g h t e r  is 
d i f f e r e n t  ch i ld  
home th an  sh e  is 
s t r a n g e  place
Home-ba s ed  th e r a  
would a l so  Ik 
k e ep  h e r  ho 
a d a p t i v e  equ ipnc  
c u r r e n t  wi th  f 
d e v e l o pm en t s . "
P a r e n t s ,  Anchora i



I NFANT LEARNING PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS AND FUNDING

PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS PROGRAM BUDGET FUNDING
R e g i o n Pop. E s t . REQUEST

C o i mu a i  t y / A r e a 0 - 2 Need F 82* F 83* F 84 * F84 FB5 F86

J uneau 23 29 31 6 4 . 4 7 1 . 7 7 5 . 3
K e t c h i k a n 34 21 27 5 1 . 3 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0
P e t e r s b u r g 13 13 14 2 1 . 1 2 5 . 3 2 7 . 4
S i t k a 21 21 32 5 2 . 7 5 1 . 7 7 1 . 7

SOUTHEAST TOTAL 3 , 9 5 3 118 92 84 104 1 8 9. 5 2 1 2 . 4 2 3 3 . 8

A l e u t i a n  C h ai n 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

An c h o r a g e 133 196 220 2 8 7 . 0 3 5 1 . 0 5 3 2 . 6

C h u g i a k 20 45 65 9 1 . 1 1 0 8 . 0 2 4 5 . 2
C o ppe r  C e n t e r 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cordov a 0 0 0 0 0 0

Homer 2 13 18 5 4 . 6 5 7 . 9 6 6 . 0

Kenai  Area 18 24 35 7 0 . 3 8 9 . 8 1 2 9. 0

K o di a k 12 12 15 3 1 . 0 4 5 . 2 5 2 . 9

M a t - S u  Area 35 58 58 4 7 . 5 6 0 . 5 1 9 6. 5

V a l d e z 0 0 0 0 0 0

N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Rim 0 0 * 0 0 4 4 . 0

Seward 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 . 8

SOUTHCENTRAL TOTAL 2 0 , 8 1 3 624 220 348 411 5 3 1 . 5 7 1 2. 4 1 , 3 0 9 . 0

F a i r b a n k s 121 115 128 2 5 0 . 0 2 6 5 . 0 3 2 0 . 9

M c G ra t h 0 0 5 5 4 . 6 6 9 . 9 8 5 . 5

Ta nan a C h i e f s 18 34 0 0 0 0

Ta nan a 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 . 9

CENTRAL TOTAL 5 , 4 3 8 163 139 149 133 3 0 4 . 6 3 3 4 . 9 4 3 1 . 3

D i 1 1 i n g h a n  Area 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

SOUTHWEST TOTAL 374 26 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

B e t h e l  Area 43 47 54 153.1 181. 5 3 3 0 . 8

WEST TOTAL 1 , 2 2 8 86 43 47 54 153.1 1 8 1 . 5 3 3 0 . 8

K o t z e b u e 0 Q 10 40 . 4 8 9 . 0 '  4 0 . 4

Nome A re a 16 38 54 177. 0 1 7 7 . 0 1 8 7 . 6

NORTHWEST TOTAL 1 , 0 1 0 71 16 38 64 2 1 7 . 4 2 6 6 . 0 2 2 8 . 0

Ba r ro w  Arpa 9 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

NORTHERN TOTAL 334 23 0 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

B l i n d * * 29 71 67 169. 7 1 8 4 . 2 2 5 9 . 9
D e a f * * * 25 25 39 8 3 . 6 8 4 . 0 1 3 0 . 0

PROGRAM TOTAL 54 96 106 2 5 3 . 3 2 6 8 . 2 3 8 9 . 9

TOTALS 3 3 , 1 5 0 1 , 11 1 585 787 899 1 , 8 3 7 . 3 2 , 1 2 5 . 4 3 , 0 8 4 . 8

S o u r c e s :  1. F 8 4 - 8 6  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P l a n  o f  S e r v i c e s  f o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t a l
D i s a b i l i t i e s  and O t h e r  S u b s t a n t i a l  H a n d i c a p s

2.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  -  S e c t i o n  on F a m i l y  H e a l t h

3.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Communi ty  and R e n i o n a l  A f f a i r s  -  "F85 O f f i c i a l  
P o p u l a t i o n  f o r  Boroughs and C i t  es"

* U n d u p l i c a t . p d  Co un t
* *  R 1 i n d / V i s u a l l y  I m p a i r e d  Program

* * *  D e a f / H e a r i n g  I m p a i r e d  Program

NOTE: Rush a r e a s  nppd e s t i m a t e d  a t  77. o f  0 - 2  p o p u l a t i o n  based on u t i l i z a t i o n

an d w a i t i n g  l i s t  d a t a .  Urban a r e a s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  3 7 .
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■ INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
:»•

Fund the Infant Learning Program at a base rate of 
$3,700 per child (900 children) in F86 to:

$3,330,000

a.
b.
c.
d .
e .

continue current services;
serve children on waiting lists (121);
serve new children enrolled in F86 (200-300);
provide training to personnel;
provide specialized evaluation and therapy
services.

unitAmend A.S. 47.20 to include $3,700 per child as a 
value for each child enrolled in infant learning 
starting in F87, with an automatic adjustment for the 
cost of living increases in ensuing years.

11

• .iI •

F86 Recommended $3,330,000
Governor's Proposed Budget $2,041,900

INCREASE OVER PROPOSED BUDGET $1,288,100

VIt-

• '■ d

'ii
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PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR TH E  DEVELO PM EN TALLY DISABLED

MAIN OFFICE !; .* ;/ ] SOUTHEAST ' I NORTHERN .• i T ^ j .  i<VAj:' '325 East 3rd, 2nd Floor i. '; 'REGIONAL OFFICE 'A |REGIONAL OFFICElinst Jrd, ̂ nd !• loor . . ntuiui^AJL, ur r n-c, . ^muiuH/iLurri tc, . i-iJlAjl! : ‘ 'Anchorage, AK 99501 ' ;ij" 127 S. Franklin, Suite 2 ' |763 7th Ave. ’ I• I (907127+3658 . Ji'.* Juneau, AK 99801 -  .iL; Fairbanks. AK 99701 H p*''*-J'.!(9071 456-1070 •:

»*■* r • - . • rr-y •:?j•*.•:«!&?

.j.!-:: *1“ V* 9*... do i n f a n t  L e a rn ing  Programs use  the e d u c a t i o n a l  model” r a thV r  .J ■».■•••* s.•• 7 , « : - t han a med i c a l  model? t J ' i - • ‘
-t'it&i   ‘ ' • •• ‘ -'•••.-.f J j P 1' * ! ' * *  "  i:' J ,Y! : A. The purpose and method f o r  I n f a n t  L e a rn in g  Programs was e s t a b l i s h e d v'iopr r

m 4^,■" • | • . j : ,r.  ̂ — X * ’* *• * -••• «. V)jy >- l l ? ; ’ ! * ' .*.* , j •* '* ( t c a c h e r / im p a c t )  on the c h i l d ’ s deve lopment .  P a r en t  i s  t au gh t  by ILP # .;^*v
; r  • ' i i ' l f  ! v  Program S t a f f  to conduct  the rapy  and d e a l  w i th  the d eve lopmen ta l  need s  ;:■'S'-.. i y  •' w;—‘ 'h’ •'-• • i ... -1 , — . . .      >?•*!'• •■•••• nr rho f  hi 1 rl. S e r v i c e s  a r e  home-based m  a c co rd an c e  w i th  above men- ' • A-

' •I '"-1- -

o f  the  c h i l d . S e r v i c e s  a r e  home-based in  a c co rd an c e  w i th  above men-.. ; , -e

.What d eg r e e  o f  t r a i n i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  ILP p e r s onn e l ?
- d •: • •' ■ M•• ''A. ILP t e a ch "  programs a r e  s t a f f e d  by s p e c i a l i s t s  in the f i e l d  o f  Ch i ld  ■!$’ ~ - " -------- ---• t — ji—: . . !" V , . . a v V  . .  •Development

Edu ca t i on  and
, Abnormal Development, S en so ry  Impairment , Mu l t i - h and i c app ed  ’ nd F i e l d s  o f  P e d i a t r i c  Therapy .  *̂ -Sii**ii’*"*'*  T/ I S tfW J y i :: -1 -; Jv; v  ‘.,;f •:................................ ‘ - • < i * ■ ......;• •: .* ' ' - : '    : 1 ■. X" <•■■■• t ■-, ' ! ILP c o n s u l t s  d i r e c t l y  w i th  the c h i l d ' s  p r imary  p h y s i c i a n  and Chi ld

Development S e r v i c e s  P h y s i c i a n  Coo rd in a to r .



•Children a r e  se en  on a 'w e e k l y ' b a s i s  f o r  1 -2  hours be c au s e  when 
j p a r e n t s  a r e  p r imary  f a c i l l i t a t o r s  ( S e c .  ‘4 7 . 2 0 . 0 0 5 )  they  do not 
'jmore f r e qu en t  s e r v i c e s .  J - . J j v  : |

ILP S e r v i c e s  a r e  f r e e  to a l l  a c c o r d in g  to  DHSS R egu l a t i o n  7 AAC 23.090_.(
v lA nq : - : -V  iThe r a t i o n a l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  no c o s t  to  the  f a m i l i e s  I:'■il _- J________________ 1-'—"'I'. - - - - - -  I- ! ----------------  -'® : i ’•’i - h v ; * ; i s  to  i n v o l v e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  once a r e f e r r a l  i s  '

i • T .1 » $ • • • « * « ' . ! * •  ' ‘# r ‘.r r,,,«made. In  the long  run ,  t h i s  r e d u c e s  the  c o s t  to  the p u b l i c  a s  s t u d i e s  
. f. j;'J • |'■&.show money sp en t  on e a r l y  d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a tm en t  r educ e s  the c o s t  of^VjSH;^ 

J ̂ mandatory s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  programs p ro v id ed  by the s c h o o l s  in A la sk a
vr ;i- ! when the c h i l d  tu rn s  age 3.  *t * * LJ-i-’J-.-.: r .: ! 1i;='•»-

;’jj Some f a m i l i e s  may not  ap p l y  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  to o b t a in  an e v a l u a t i o n  ‘u n t i l  ,; {
j!r[M*r.|:id)p:i;!thie( c h i l d  becomes o b v i g u s l y  d i f f e r e n t  from o th e r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e ' s a m e £ 
IhriLl'-'J'/lM 3g'e.’1 I Th i s  l o s t  t ime o f t e n  r e s u l t s  in  the  need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l ’ s e r v i c e s

*:: pr o v i  d ed by s ch oo l  d i s  t r i e  t  s'. ffe?
, . { . -ILP s e r v i c e s  a r e  o rg an i z ed  and c o o rd in a t e d  under the I n d i v i d u a l  Edu- ' j ^ ^ j v

'i-j'-.fi.: c a t  ion  Program method mandated f o r  S p e c i a l  Educa t ion  S e r v i c e s  ̂ 3 -21 .
vV>i,ijji.;It b r i n g s  a l l  p l an s  t o g e t h e r  and makes a l l  s p e c i a l i s t s  a c c o un tab l e

th e  f am i l y .  _'lt t e a c h e s  p a r e n t s  to  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d ' . s  - d e v e lo p -  
1';» I'il vi.";.'.-."mental needs and p r e p a r e s  the f am i l y  f o r  the c h i l d ' s  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  

th e  p u b l i c  s c h oo l  sy s tem . 11 -i 4
f. - . • ••• : ’.... Q. What abou t  chang ing f e e s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  on a s l i d i n g  s c a l e ?  . is-w•;.. j

v-  -i. : ;
; .p | a i ; JA. * - I t  i s  e s t im a t e d  by t e a c h e r s  o f  I LP ' s  t h a t  a . s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  
Vf‘ “. ĵ:h t h e  f a m i l i e s  th ey  s e r v e  f a l l  below minimum income g u i d e l i n e s '  estab- '* .*^J,r:T^* 
",I ' - l i f v ' ID i l i s h e d  f o r  o th e r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s .  To e s t a b l i s h  a j u s t i f i a b l e  sliding*"*!??*'.y’fil 

' ' s c a l e  and make c o l l e c t i o n s  would add i n d i r e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  t o :
V/jz ; . the  program and a c t u a l l y  reduce the amount a v a i l a b l e  f o r  d i r e c t  s e r -  

v i c e s  to t h e s e  f a m i l i e s .  -  j" t'-'P 'i/-i ?• rt ==' :• i • • • ̂ ■-'I
■■'{.-■‘•■..j i P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s u p p o r t in g  i n c r e a s e d  funding- f o r  I n f a n t  L e a rn in g  Programs

r e a c h  un se rv ed  a r e a s  o f  the s t a t e  and keep pace w i th  the growth i n ' p o p u l a t i o n

-1 i !i f "I5ip-cf i -raly

David F. Maltman 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Jacqueline Schakel, Director 
Training &  Technical Assistance

Feb r ua r y  20, 1985

The Hono rab l e  Jan F a i k s  
Pouch V (M.S.  3100) 
Juneau ,  AK 99811

Dear Sena t o r  F a i k s :

Ue are w r i t i n g  to in-form you of  our  a c t i v i t i e s  i n the a rea of s p e c i a l  
s e r v i c e s  to young h a nd i c a p p ed  c h i l d r e n  f rom b i r t h  to age s i x  and t h e i r  
fami  l i e s .

Pr eschoo l  Resou r c es  f o r  A l a skan  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  (PRASE) i s  composed of  
two f e d e r a l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  g r a n t s  t h a t  are s u b c o n t r a c t e d  f rom the 
A l as ka  Depar tment  of  E d u c a t i o n  (DOE) to the E a s t e r  Seal  S o c i e t y  of 
A l a s k a ,  I n c .  One of our  p r o j e c t s  p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  and t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  to s choo l  d i s t r i c t s  s t a t ew i d e  to a s s i s t  them in s e r v i n g  the 
p r e s c hoo l  age h a nd i c a p p e d  c h i l d .  The second p r o j e c t ,  the s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  
g r a n t ,  w i l l  a s s i s t  the DOE in d e v e l o p i n g  an i n t e r a g e n c y ,  c ompr ehen s i v e ,  
s t a t ew i d e  p l a n  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  to a l l  o f  A l a s k a ' s  hand i c app ed  
c h i l d r e n  frcxn b i r t h  to age s i x  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  A p r ima ry  a c t i v i t y  
of t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  the de ve l opmen t  of an o n g o i n g ,  i n t e r a g e n c y  wo rk i ng  
g r o u p ^ U J s t  a t t a c h e d ) .

Ue have e n c l o s e d  m a t e r i a l s  on our a c t i v i t i e s .  P l ea se  l e t  us know i f  we 
can be o f  any a s s i s t a n c e  to you in m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to young ha nd i c a pp ed  
c h i  1d r e n .

Barbara  J .  Sm i t h ,  Ph .D .  
C o-D i r e c t o r ,  PRASE

0  *
J a c q u e l i n e  A.  Schake l  
C o-D i r e c t o r ,  PRASE

cah

Enc i osures

Funded by the 
Alaska Department of Education 

Through 
Easter Seal Society of Alaska



 .....  r wtdt i, di/nwi'iinaw e a e
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620 East 10th Auenue 

: Suite 203
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Jacqueline Schakel, Director 

Training &  Technical Assistance
EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION 

STATE PLANNING GRANT INTERAGENCY GROUP

DEPARTMENT Q L EDUCATION 
Commissioner 
Office o f Special Services 
Office of school Improvement

Preschool Resources for Alaskan Special Education (PRASE)
Alaska Resources for the Moderately/Severely Impairod (ARMS!)

Commissioner

Division of Family and Youth Services
Division of Family Health; Infant Learning Program, Child Development Services, 
Communications Disorders.

Protection and Advocacy for tho Developmental iv Disabled (PADD)

■ DEPARTMENT. QF_ COMMUNITY & REGIQNAI AFFAIRS 
Commissioner
Division of Community Development 
Alaska Head Start Directors Association - Alaska Head Start 
Resource Access Project

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
Governor

Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted

ASSOC1 A H  QNS/.QRGANIZAT IONS 
Academy of Pediatrics

Alaska Association of Administrators of Special Educatioi1) (AAASE)
Alaska State Association f o r the Education of Young Children (AS4EYC)
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)

Alaska Speech, Hearing and Language Association (ASHLA)
Alaska School Psychologists Association (ASPA)
National Education Association -Alaska (NEA-Aloska)
The Easter Seal Society of Alaska, Inc.

EARENL GROUPS
Rlgel Parent Advisory Committee 

SEPTER
Dillingham Parent Caring Group

QL  HIGHER .EDUCATION 
University of Alaska, Anchorage: School of Education end

Department of Special Education 
Consortium of Early Childhood Teacher Educators

Funded be ihe 
Alaska Department of Education 

Throuijh 
Easter Seal Socielv <)/ Alaska

Barbara J. Smith, Director 

State Planning Grant



O th e r  S e r v i c e s

Tho PRASE projects holp sponsor and coordinate 
meetings of a slate Advisory Committee which suggosls policy lo bolter sorvo preschool 
handicapped children. This committee also advises 
tho Alaska Rosource Accoss Project, a training 
and technical assistance resource for Head Start 
programs.
A Monthly Newsline with up-to-date , pertinent 
Information for people who provide services to 
preschool handlcappod children Is printed and 
disseminated.

Who Can Uso tho Sorv l co s  of PRASE?
Any Alaskan agency which serves preschool 
handicapped children can contact PRASE for 
Information and resources. Training end technical 
assistance are provided chiefly to school district 
personnel, although others are welcome lo 
participate In training when appropriate. PRASE 
services are FREE, although school districts are 
asked to assist with staff travel and 
accommodations when possible.
For more Information about the services of 
PRASE, contact one of the directors at the Easier 
Seal Society of Alaska offices In Anchorage:

Jackie Schakel or Barbara Smith 
P.R.A.S E.

620 E. 10th Avenue 
Suite 203 

Anchorage, Ak. 99501
Funded by Grants from the 

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
through

• EASTER SEAL SOCIETY Of ALASKA. INQ.
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P r e s c h o o l  R e s o u r c e s  
f o r  

A l a s k a n  S p e c i a l  E du c a t i o n  
(PRASE)

PRASE is funded by the Aleska Deportment of 
Education to coordinate Alaska's efforts to 
Identify and serve preschool children with 
special needs end to provide school districts 
with the training and technical assistance 
necessary to achieve the goal of appropriately 
serving these chlldtm

PRASE currently consists of two separate but 
closely coordinated projects. One, formerly 
known os the DOE Resource Access Project, 
has boon providing workshop training, 
technical assistance and resources to school 

districts since 198). The second project was 
funded in ’,984 to bogln developing o slate plsn 
for the comprehensive delivery of services to 
young handicapped children.

T r a i n i n g ,  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  
a n d  R e s o u r c e s  

J a c k i e  S c h a k e l ,  D i r e c t o r

The training and technical assistance arm of 
PRASE is funded through federal Preschool 
Incentive Cronl monies lo tho stoto. This 
project providers the following free services 

to school districts:

W orkshops or Inscrvlce Training on topics 
rolovonl to early childhood special 
education for administrators, teachers, 

support staff, aides, or parents.
Access to Resources Including books, films, 
vldoolepos, assessment toois, curricula, 
and other materials to answer questions 
obout preschool children with special 
noods and fomlllarlzo servlcs providers 

with available resources.
Information Sorvlcos to link school 
districts with resource providers and 
agencies who offor sorvlcos to preschool 
spoclnl ncods chlldron and programs. 

Qn-slte cr Off-slto Technical .Assistance 
for such octlvlllos os developing or 
updating Child Find and screening 
procedures, planning opproprlote 
ossossmonl procedures, translating 

assessment results Into Intervention and 

programming, and ovaluatlng sorvlcos.

S t a t e  P l a n n i n g  G r a n t  
B a r b a r a  J .  S m i t h ,  D i r e c t o r

Tho Aleska Deporfmenl of Education Is 

administering this gront under the federal 
Handicapped Children's Early Education 

Program (HCEEP) to develop a stotowldo, 
comprehensive, Inter-agency del I very system 
of special education and related services for 
handicapped children from birth to six and 
their families. This will be a cooperative 
effort which will Include all ogonclos Involved 
with the education and development of young 
handicapped children. Activities for the 
project Include: { I) defining the group of 
children to be served, (2) Identifying the 
sorvlcos needed by these children and their 
families, (3) Identifying and coordinating the 

agencies needed lo deliver these services, and 
(4) determining tho resources, both fiscal 
and personnel, needed to provide the services. 
Federal funds are available for Alaska to 
develop and Implement this plan through a 
series of steps ever the next five to seven 
years.

Project activities planned for tho first two 
yo8rs Include:

- Conducting a statewide needs assessment of 
current sorvlcos.

- Developing an Interagency planning group.
- Disseminating informational issue papers 
(e.g. assessment and diognosis of very 

young children, service models, efficacy 
data related lo early intervention),

- Identifying fiscal and personnel resources 
ond constraints.
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THE ARGUMENT FOR EARLY INTERVENTION
What is Early Intervention?
Early intervention means discovering that a child between 
birth and school age has or is at risk of having a handicapping 
condition or other special need that may affect his or her 
development and then providing services to lessen the effects 
of the condition. Early intervention can be remedial or preven­
tive in nature— remediating existing developmental problems 
or preventing their occurrance. Early intervention may begin at 
any time between birth and school age; however, there are 
many reasons to begin as early as possible.

Why Intervene Early?

There are three primary reasons for intervening early with an 
exceptional child— to enhance Ihe child's development, to 
provide support and ass., tance to the family, and to maximize 
the child's and family's L .nefit to society.
Child development research has established that the rate of 

human learning and development is most rapid in the pre­
school years. Timing ol intervention tecomes particularly im­
portant wnen a child runs the risk of missing an opportunity to 
learn during a state of maximum readiness. II the must "teach­
able moments'' or readiness stages are not taken advantage 
of, a child may have difficulty learning a particular skill at a later 
time.
Early intervention sen/ices have a significant impact as well 

for the parents and siblings of an exceptional infant or young 
child. The family of a young exceptional child otten feels dis­
appointment. social isolation, added economic stress, frustra­
tion, and helplessness. The compounded stress of the pres­
ence of an exceptional child may affect the families' well-being 
and interfere with the child's development. Families of handi­
capped children are found to experience increased instances 
of divorce and suicide, and a handicapped child is more likely 
to be abused than is a nonhandicapped child. Early interven­
tion for parents results in improved attitudes about themselves 
and their child, improved information and skills for teaching 
their child, and more time for both woik and leisure. Parents of 
gifted preschoolers also need early services so that '.hey may 
better provide the supportive and nourishing environment 
needed by the child.
A third reason for intervening early is that society will reap 

maximum benefits. The child's increased developmental and 
educational gains and decreased dependence upon social 
institutions, as well as the family's increased ability to cope 
with the presence of an exceptional child and, perhaps in­
creased ability for employment, provide economic as well as 
social benefits.

Is Early Intervention Really Effective?

Alter nearly 50 years ol research there is still a great deaf to 
learn. Efforts to document effectiveness have been hindered 
by experimental design problems associated with: low- 
incidence handicapping conditions, the diversity of children's 
problems and the limited scope ol available assessment in­
struments. However, even with these problems, there is 
evidence— both quantitative (data-based) and qualitative (re­

ports of parents, teachers)— that early intervention increases 
the developmental/educational gains lor the child, improves 
the functioning of the family, and reaps long term benefits to 
society. Early intervention for handicapped or disadvantaged 
children has been shown to result in the child's needing fewer 
special education and other habilitative services later in life, 
being retained in grade less often, and in some cases, actually 
being indistinguishable Irom nonhandicapped classmates 
years after intervention.
Disadvantaged and gifted preschool-aged children benefit 

from early intervention as well. Longitudinal data on disadvan­
taged children who had participated in the Ypsilanti Perry 
Preschool Project showed that they had made significant 
gams by age 15 (Schweinhart & Weikart. 1980). These chil­
dren 'were more committed to schooling and were doing better 
in school than children who did not attend preschool. They 
scored higher on reading, arithmetic, and language achieve­
ment tests at all grade levels; showed a 50% reduction in the 
need for special education services through the end of high 
school; and showed less anti-social or delinquent oehavior 
outside of school. Karnes (1983) asserts that underachieve- 
ment in the gifted child may be prevented by early identifica­
tion and appropriate programming.

Is Early Intervention Cost Effective?

The available data emphasize the long term cost effective­
ness of early intervention. The highly specialized, com­
prehensive services necessary to produce the desired de­
velopmental gains are often, on a short term basis, more 
costly than traditional school-aged service delivery models. 
However, there are significant examples of long-term cost 
savings that result Irom such early intervention programs.
• A longitudinal study of children who had participated in the 
Perry Preschooi Project (Schweinhart & Weikart, 1980) 
found that when schools invest about S3,000 for one year of 
preschool education for a child, they immediately begin to 
recover their investment through savings in special educa­
tion services. Benefits included S668 Irom the mother's 
released time wfv'e the child attended preschool; S3,353 
saved by the oub'ic schools because children with pre­
school education had fewer years in special education and 
were rciaio. d for (ewer years in grades; and S10.79S in 
projected life-time earnings for the child.

• Wood (1981) calculated the total cumulative costs to age 18 
of special education services to a child beginning interven­
tion at: (a) birth, (b) age two, (c) age 6, and (d) at age 6 with 
no eventual movement to regular education. She found that 
the total costs were actually less il begun at birth! Total cost 
of special services begun at birth was S37.273 and total cost 
if begun at age 6 was between S46.816 and S53.340. The 
cost is less the earlier the intervention because of the re­
mediation and prevention of developmental problems 
which would have required special services later in life.

• A three year follow-up in Tennessee showed that for every 
dollar spent on early treatment, S7 00 in savings were 
realized within 36 months. This savings resulted from defer­
ral of special class placement and institutionalization lor
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