COMMITTEE REPORT

SENATE
FURTHER:
1/25/85
Date
Mr. President
The Committee on FINANCE considered 77

small claims jurisdictional [limitation and the duties of magistrates;
efd.

and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) reports it back with
the following recommendations:

do pass
do pass with attached amendment(s)
replace with/or adopt CS for

new title
same title and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" [ 1] NEW FISCAL NOTE

reports i1t back without recommendation

recommends referral to Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Chairman

Chairman recommendation



COMMITTEE REPORT
SENATE

FURTHER:  TINANCE.
1/22/85

Date  January 24, 1985

Mr. President

The Committee on JUDICIARY considered SB 77

small claims juiisdictional [limitation and the duties of magistrates;
efd .

and (a majority of the committee) the committed) reports it back with
the following recommendations:

do paslp

do pass with attached amendment(s)

replace with/or adopt CS for

new title

same title and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT™ [ 1] NEW FISCAL NOTE
reports i1t back without recommendation

recommends referral to Committee

MEMBERS"SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
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Introduced: 1/2.2/85
Referred: Judiciary and
Finance

Il THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
SENATE BILL HO. 77
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL
efor an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the small claims jurisdictional
limitation and the duties of magistrates; and

providing for an effective date."”
3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. When a claim for relief does not
exceed $5,000 [$2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,
and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear
rhe action as a small claim unless important ox* unusual points of law
are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules
and standard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling
cf small claims.

Sec. 2. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MAY
HEAR. A magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under
AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

(1) for the recovery of money or damages only when the
amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does
not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

(2) for the recovery of specific personal property when the
value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do not
exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

(3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000
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[$1,000];

(A) to givejudgment without action upon the confession of
the defendantfor any of the cases specified in this section, except
for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

(5) to give judgment of conviction upon n plea of guilty by
the defendant in a criminal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the
district court*

(6)to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases
involving misdemeanors, 1f the defendant consents in writing that the
magistrate Ma/ Try the case;

(7) to hear, try and enter judgments in all cases involving
infractions under AS 28 and violations of ordinances of political
MNubdivisionc, [;

(8) REPEALED}

Sec. 3. This Act take.o effect immediately in accordance with AS o1.-

10.070(c).
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STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

SB77 - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTIONAL LIMITATION
AND DUTIES OF MAGISTRATES
r

FISCAL IMPACT

It is anticipated that the increase in small claims
jurisdiction from $2,000 to $5,000.will have a significant
impact on court operations.

The Civil Division of the Anchorage Clerk®"s Office, which 1is
the court location with the greatest number of small clainms
filings, anticipates that a jurisdictional increase would
result in a 15-20% 1increase in small claims filings. Some of
these cases would be matters previously handled in District
Court. Others would be new to the system, represent ej
legal problems with a relatively low dollar amount .o0lved
for which persons are reluctant to incur the costc =.itailed
for an attorney, but which they wish to handle themselves 1in
small claims court.

Additionally, some litigants would be willing to waive the
amount of their claim over $5,000 and proceed in small
claims court, balancing the waiver of the claim amount
against the savings in attorney fees in small claims.

Judicial resources should not be impacted by the increase
since most of these types of cases are already in the
system. However, additional clerical help will be required.
The small claims procedures involve an extensive amount of
clerical assistance, including mailing notices for litigants
and substantial time expended in advising the public.

General District Court matters require only simple filing
and journaling of documents. This impact could be handled
by the addition of three and one-half (33) positions with
costs calculated on the following page. One and one-half of
these positions would be located in Anchorage. Fairbanks
and Juneau would each receive one position.



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

SB77 - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTIONAL LIMIT
AND DUTIES OF MAGISTRATES

PERSONNEL:

TOTAL

SAURY BENEFITS COST

Ih COURTCLERK 1 (Anchorage - 8B) $23,926 $10,418 $39,344
| COURTCLERK I (Fairbanks - 8B) 21,744 17,496 29,240
1 COURTCLERK I (Juneau - 8B) 19,284 6,945 26,229
Total Personnel Costs 94,813

SUPPLIES 2,000
EQUIPMENT (one-time items) 8,996
TOTAL FY 86 COST $105,809

Subsequent fiscal years adjusted to reflect 6% inflation.
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Introduced: 1/22/85
Referred: Judiciary and

Finance

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 77
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the small claims jurisdictional
limitation and the duties of magistrates; and

providing for an effective date.””

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*

Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. When a claim for relief does not
exceed $5.000 [$2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,
and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear
the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law
are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules
and standard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling
of small claims.

Sec. 2. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MAY
HEAR. A magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under
AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

(¢D) for the recovery of money or damages only when the
amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does
not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

) for the recovery of specific personal property when the
value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do not
exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

A) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000
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[$1,000];

(4) to give judgmentwithout action upon the confession of
the defendant for any of the cases specified in thissection, except
for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

(5) to give judgment of conviction upon a pica of guilty by
the defendant in a criminal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the
district court;

(6) to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases
involving misdemeanors, if the defendant consents in writing that the
magistrate may try the case;

(7) to hear, try andenter judgments 1in all cases involving
inrractions under AS 28 and violations ofordinances ofpolitical
subdivisions” [;

(8) REPEALED]

Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c) .

SB 77 _2_



COMMITTEE REPORT
SENATE

FURTHER: ~ FINANCE
1/22/85

Date January 24, 1985

Mr. President

The Committee on JUDICIARY considered SB 77

small claims jurisdictional limitation and the duties of magistrates;
efd.

and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) reports it back with
the following recommendations:

do pass)
[ do pass with attached amendment(s)
replace with/or adopt CS for

new title
same title and recommends

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" [ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

reports it back without recommendation

[ recommends referral to Committee
MEMBERSSIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PAS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman recommendation





