
COMMITTEE REPORT

SENATE

F U R T H E R :

3 / 7 / 8 6
D a t e 3 / ^ 7  A 'O-

M r .  P r e s i d e n t  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n F I N A N C E c o n s i d e r e d S B  3 7 0

r e l a t i n g  t o  a i d  t o  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t ;  e f d .

a n d  ( a  m a j o r i t v  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

,3 ^  d o  p a s s  

| d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

] r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  
n e w  t i t l e
s a m e  t i t l e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

1

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a " L E T T E R  OF I N T E N T "  

r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  t o

t ] NEW F I S C A L  NOTE

C o m m i t t e e

1 EMBERS S I G N I N G  
DO PASS

MEMBERS H A V I N G  
O T I I E R  R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

i
/ J

/

& < )
C h a i r m a n

( f A d  _____________
C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

*-r was-



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

REQUEST
Revis ion Date

Bill/Rgsofntron-No^r 5 " x g  3  

Title:

F I S C A L  D E T A I L

Agency Affected: .Rev_enu^

Sponsor: Rules Committee b v ____________

Requestor: rp r |n p c ;f n f  t h p  H n v p r n n r  
Date of Request: D1 / I O/Rfi______________

B R U :Child Support Enforcement Pi vision

Components : Q P S f lr t i fid

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S ( T h o u s a n d s  o f D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T I N G F Y  86 F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
C O N T R A CT U A L
SUPPUES

EQUIPMENT

L A N D  &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

C A P I T A L

R EV EN U E

F U N D I N G  : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
G E N E R A L F U N D  
FE D E R ALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -7):"

P O S I T I O N S

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page if  necessary

Prepared b y : T • __________  _______
D i v jsion . Chi Id Support Enforcement Division

~fo r
Approved by C om m iss ioner: M nry  A. N n r d f l lp ,  f lo m m is s i 
Agency : f)p nn rtm pn t. n f  R p vp n n p________________________
Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):

Legislative F inance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
O ffice of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page _ L _  of

onar-

Phnnp • 263-6202 
^ • W T W

Date : / ' / 3 ± _

10/ 25 /85



Rev is ion  D a te :

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E
570

REQUEST

Bill/Resolution Nc.: Proposed Sp> :V 7  0

Title: An Act Relating to Aid to
Families with Dependent Children...

Sponsor: Rules bv Request
Requestor:___ f in v p r n n r ------------------
Date o f Request: _

F IS C A L  D E T A IL  _________
Agency Affected: Health A Social Services 
B r u :___________ Pub 1 ic Assistance/Administration

Com ponents : Eligibility Determination

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S (T housands  o f Do lla rs)
OPERAT ING FY  86 FY  87 FY  88 FY  89 FY  90 FY  91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAN D&.STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

rfj- '- - -u- -U- -U- -U- -U-

' ‘ -0- -u- -U- -0- -G- -0-
■' -77--- -u- ■ - 7 7 - - -u- -u- -u-

'■ - — 7 7 . " -0 - ■ -0 - -0 - -0 - -0-

-0 - -0 - -G- -0- -0 - -0 -
-0- -0- -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -

. -0 - -n. _n~ -n- -n-

-0- -n- -n- _n_ -n- -n-

TO TA L  O PERA T ING -o- -0- .  -Q-. . -JL -0-

CA P ITA L -0- -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0-

R EV EN U E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

F U N D IN G  : (T housands o f D o lla rs)
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

-0- -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0-
-0- -0 - -u- -0- -0 - -0 -
-0- -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0-
-n- -0- -_____ 7 V -n- -

P O S IT IO N S  :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

-0 - -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
-0 - -0- -c- -0- -0- -0-
-0 - -0 - -0- -0- -0- -0-

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page if necessary
Bill will result in no new costs; it will reduce paperwork, but not so 
substantially as to result in measurable savings.

Prepared b y : 
D iv is io n  :

Approved by Com m iss ioner: 
A gency : _________________

Phone : 
D a te : _

f t . Date :

D istribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page of 10/25/85



Introduced: 1/29/86
Referred: Health, Edu c a t i o n  and

Social Services and 
Finance

BY T H E  RULES C O M MI T T E E  BY
1 IN THE SE N A T E  R E Q UE S T  OF TH E  G O V E R N O R

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 370

3 IN THE L E G I S L A TU R E  OF THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

A F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 A  B I L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l ating to aid to families w ith dependent.

7 children and to child supp o r t  and enforcement; and

8 p ro v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e date."

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A TU R E  OF T H E  S T A TE  OF ALASKA:

10 * S e ct i o n  1. AS 4 7 . 2 3 . 020(a) is amen d e d to read:

11 (a) The agency shall

12 (1) seek enforcement of c hild support orders of the superi-

13 or courts of the state in other j u r i s d i c t i o n s  and shall obtain, en-

14 force, and a d m i n i s t e r  the orders in this state;

15 (2) adopt regulations to c arry out the purposes of this

16 chapter, i n c l u d i n g  regulations that e s t a b l i s h

17 (A) schedules for d e t e r m i n i n g  the amount an o b l ig o r  is

18 liable to contribute toward the support of an obligee u n d e r  this

19 chapter and under 42 U.S.C. 551 -- 665 (Title IV-D, Social Secu-

20 rity A c t );

21 (B) procedures for h e a r i n g s  co n d u c te d  u n d e r  AS 47.23.-

22 170; and

23 (C) subject to A S  4 7 . 23 . 0 2 5  and to federal law, a

24 u n i f o r m  rate of interest on arre ar a g e s  of support that shall be

25 charged the obli g or  u p o n  notice if child support p a y m e n ts  are 10

26 or mor e  days overdue or if payment is m a d e  by a check b a c k e d  by

27 i ns u f ficient funds;

28 (3) a d m i n i s t e r  and enforce the U n i f o r m  Reciprocal Enforce-

29 ment of Support Act (AS 25.25);
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(4) establish, enforce, and a d m i n i s t e r  c h i l d  support o b l i­

gations a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  in acco r d a n c e w i t h  this chapter;

2 (5) a d m i n i s t e r  the state pla n  re q u i r e d  u n d e r  4 2  U.S.C. 651

4 -- 665 (Title IV-D, Social Security Act) as amended;

5 ( 6 )  d i s b u r s e  [CHILD] support payments c o l l e c t e d  by the

u agency to the o b l i ge e ^  t o g ether w i t h  interest c h ar g e d  u n d e r  (2)(C) of

7 this subsection;

ii (7) e s t a b l i s h  and enforce thro u g h  the s u p e r i o r  courts of

9 the state child support orders from other j u r i sd i c t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to

10 obligors w i t h i n  tha state;

11 (8) enforce and a d mi n i s t e r  spousal support orders if a

12 spousal support o b li g a t i o n  has been e s t a b l i s h e d  wit h  respect to the

13 spouse and if the support o b l i g a t i o n  e s t a b l i sh e d  w i t h  respect to the

14 child of that spouse is also b eing administered; and

15 (9) o b ta i n  a m e d i c a l  support order as part of a child

16 support o r d e r  if he a l t h  care coverage is a v a i l a bl e  to the o b l i g or  at a

17 reaso n a b le  cost.

18 * Sec. 2. AS 47.23.062(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

19 (b) An income w i t h h o l d i n g  order must direct the obligor, the

20 obligor's employer, future employer, and any person, p o l i t i c a l  subdi-

21 vision, or d e p a r t m e n t  of the state to w i t h h o l d  m oney due or to be due

22 the o b l i g o r  and pay the money to the agency, in an amo u n t  d e t e r m i n e d

23 u n d e r  (i ) [(h)] of this section.

24 * Sec. 3. AS 47.23.062(1) is a m e n d e d  to read:

25 (1) A  p e t i t i o n  by the o b l i g o r  to the court to ter m i na t e  or

26 reduce the w i t h h o l d i n g  of income may be gran t ed  u p o n  goo d  cause shown.

27 Payment of arrears alone does not cons t i tu t e  g o o d ca u s e.

28 * Sec. 4. AS 4 7. 2 3.120(a) is amended to read:

•>f| (a) A n  o b l i g o r is liable to the state in the amount of
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1 a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 3 1 0 4 7 . 2 5 . 4 2 0  t o  o r  f o r  t h e

b e n e f i t of a child w h o m  the obli g o r  owes a duty of s u p p o r t . However, 

[EXCEPT THAI'] if a support o r d er  has bee n  entered, the liability of 

the o b l i g o r  m a y  not exceed the amount of support p r o v i d e d  for in the 

support order.

* Sec. 5. AS 47.23.170(e) is amen d e d  to read:

(e) T h e  h e a r i n g  offi c e r  shall c o nsider the fol l o wi n g  in ma k i n g  a 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  (d) of this section:

(1) the needs of the a l l eg e d  obligee, d i s r e g a r d i n g  the 

income or assets of the cus t o d i a n of the alleged obligee;

(2) the amount of the alle g e d  o b l igor's l i ability to the 

state u n d e r  AS 4 7 .23.120 [47-23.125] if any;

(3) the intent of the legislature that c h i l d r e n  be s u p p o r t­

ed as m u c h  as p o s s i b le  by t heir natu r a l parents;

(4) the ability of the alleged obli g o r to pay.

* Sec. 6. AS 47. 2 3 . 22 5  is amen d e d  to read:

Sec. 47.23.225. SUPPORT PAYMENT O B L I G A T I O N S  AS JUDGMENTS. A 

support [COURT] o rder ordering a no n c ustodial parent o b l i g o r  to make 

pe r iodic [CHILD] support p a y m en t s  to the cu s t o d i a n  of a child is a 

judgm e n t  that becomes ve s t e d w h e n  each payment becomes due and unpaid. 

The c u s t o d i a n  of the child, or the agency on behalf of that person, 

may take legal ac t i o n  u nder AS 4 7 . 23.226 to e s t a b l i s h  a j u d gment for 

[CHILD] support p a yments orde r e d  by a court of this state that are 

d e l i n q u e n t .

* Sec. 7. AS 47.23.226 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.23.226. C O LLECTION OF [CHILD] SUPPORT. To collect the 

paym e n t  due, the custsdian of a child, or the agency on behalf of that 

person, shall file w i t h  the court (1) a m o t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  e s t a b l i s h­

ment of a judgment; (2) an affidavit that states that one or more
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payments of [CHILD] support are 30 or m o r e  days past due and that 

specifies the amounts past due and the dates they be c a m e  past due; and

(3) notice of the obligor's right to respond. Service on the obligor 

m ust [SHALL] be in the m an n e r  p r o v i d e d  in AS 47.23.265. The child's 

custodian, or the agency on b e h a l f  of the custodian, shall file wit h 

the court p roof of service of the petition, affidavit, and notice. 

The obligor shall respond no later than 15 days a f t e r  serv i c e  by 

filing an affidavit w i t h  the court. If the ob l igor's affidavit states 

that the obligor has paid any of the amounts claimed to be delinquent, 

describes in detail the me t ho d  of payment or offers any o t h e r  defense 

to the petition, then the obligor is e n t i t l e d to a hearing. A f t e r  the 

hearing, if any, the court shall e n t e r  a j u d gment for the am o u n t  of 

m oney owed. If the obligor does not file an affidavit u n d e r  this 

section, the court shall enter a default judgm en t  against the obligor. 

Sec. B. AS 47.23.265(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A pe r s o n  required by court order to make [CHILD] support 

payments through the agency shall kee p the agency infor me d  of the 

person's current address.

Sec. 9, AS 47.23.273 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.23.273. RE P O R T I N G  OF PAYMENT I N F O R M AT I O N  CONCE R N IN G  

D E LINQUENT OBLIGORS. (a) The agency may provi d e  to credit bureaus or 

lending institutions of any kind i nf o r m a t i o n about de l i n q u e n t  [CHILD] 

support owed by obligor’s. The in f o r m a t i o n  so p ro v i d e d  must consist 

solely of the payment history of the obligor for a p e r i o d  not to 

exceed 10 years before the date the in f o r m a t i on  is provided.

(L) U p o n  an o b l i g o r’s payment of delin q u e n t [CHILD] support, the 

agency shall immediately notify all credit bureaus and lending i n s t i­

tutions that were furnished i n f o r m a t i o n  about the o b l i g o r  u n d e r  (a) of 

this sect i on  that the o b l i g o r  is no longer delinquent.



1 * Sec. 10. AS 4 7 . 23 .900(3) is amend e d  to read:

2 (3) "duty of support" includes a duty of [CHILD] support

3 imposed or iinposable by law, by a court order, decree or judgment, or

4 by a finding or d e c i s i o n  r e n dered u n d e r  this chapter whet h e r  inter-

5 locutory or final, w h e t h e r  i n cidental to a p r o c e e d i n g  for divorce,

6 legal separation, separate m a i n t enance, or otherwise, and includes the

7 duty to pay arre ar a g e s  of support past due and unpaid together w i t h

8 pena l t i e s  and interest on arrearages imposed u n d e r  AS 47.23.-

9 020(a)(2)(C);

10 * Sec. 11. AS 4 7 . 2 3 .900(7) is amen d e d  to read:

11 (7) "support order" means any judgment, decree, or o rder of

12 [CHILD] support in favor of an obligee w h e t h er  temporary or final, or

13 subject to modifi c a t i o n , revocation, or remission, regardless of the

14 kind of action or p r o c e e d i n g  in w h i c h  xt is entered.

15 * Sec. 12. AS 47.25 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new section to read:

16 Sec. 47.25,345. A S S I G N M E N T  OF SUPPORT RIGHTS. A n  applicant for

17 or recipient of assi st a n c e  u n d e r  AS 47.25.310 -- 47. 2 5 . 4 2 0 is con-

18 side r e d  to have a ss igned to the state, through the child support en-

19 forceinent agency, all rights to accrued and c o n t i n ui n g  support that

20 the a p plicant and o ther persons for whom a s sistance is sought may have

21 from any source. The assignment takes effect u pon a d e t e r m i n a t io n

22 that the applicant is eligible for a ssistance u nder AS 4 7 . 25.310

23 47.25.420. Except w i t h  respect to the amount of any unpaid support

24 o b l i g a t i o n  accrued u nder the assignment, the assignment terminates

25 w h e n  the applicant ceases to receive assistance.

26 * Sec. 13. This Act takes effect i mmediately in a c cordance w i t h  AS 01.-

27 10.070(c).
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ANALYSIS OF SENATE BILL 370

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a i d  t o  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  

a n d  t o  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

T h i s  b i l l  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  s t a t u t e s :

1 )  S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  6 t h r o u g h  1 1  a m e n d  e x i s t i n g  l a w  t o  

r e f l e c t  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y ' s  
d u t y  t o  c o l l e c t  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  i n  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  

i t  i s  c o l l e c t i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t .  T h e  c u r r e n t  u s e  

o f  t h e  t e r m  " c h i l d  s u p p o r t "  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  m e n t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c t i v e .

2 )  S e c t i o n  4 c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  a  n o n - s u p p o r t i n g  p a r e n t  

i s  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  a m o u n t  o f  a n  A i d  t o  
F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n  ( A F D C )  g r a n t ,  
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a m o u n t s  p a i d  t o  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  

t o  t h e  c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t .  U n l e s s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  

t h e  c o u r t ,  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  l i m i t s  t h e  o b l i g o r ' s  
p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  A F D C  p a i d  t o  t h e  c h i l d  
e v e n  t h o u g h t  t h e  a m o u n t  p a i d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  i s  f o r  
t h e  c h i l d ' s  c a r e .

3 )  S e c t i o n  12  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a s s i g n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

r i g h t s  t o  c h i l d  a n d  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  A F D C .  T h i s  a s s i g n m e n t  i s  

r e q u i r e d  b y  f e d e r a l  l a w  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  h a n d l e d  

t h r o u g h  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  f i l l e d  o u t  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  

t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  
a g e n c y .  S e c t i o n  1 2  w o u l d  e x p e d i t e  t h e  p r o c e s s .

4 )  S e c t i o n s  2 a n d  5 c o r r e c t  i n c o r r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s .  

S e c t i o n  3 b r i n g s  o u r  s t a t u t e  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  

f e d e r a l  l a w .

T h e r e  i s  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C h i l d  S u p p o r t  

E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y  f o r e s e e s  s a v i n g  m o n e y  w i t h  p a s s a g e  o f  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l t h o u g h  a n  a m o u n t  i s  h a r d  t o  d e t e r m i n e .
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POSITION PAPER 

SENATE BILL No. 370

For "An Act re la t in g  to Aid to Families with Dependent Children and to 
Child Support Enforcement; and prov id ing fo r an effective date."

I. BACKGROUND

This Act provides for a variety of changes re la t in g  to ch i ld  support 
enfoi cement statutory prov is ions. The Department of Health and Social 
Services supports a l l  reasonable measures that enhance the a b i l i t y  of 
the Child Support Enforcement D iv is ion  to co llec t ch ild  support, since 
active co llec t ion  efforts tend to delay or e lim inate the need fo r s ing le  
parents to obtain assistance from the Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children Program (AFDC) and assist AFDC rec ip ients fam ilies to leave 
assistance r o l l s .  We pa r t ic u la r ly  support the proposal of Section 4 , 
which would c la r i f y  ex is t ing  statutes to provide that an absent parent 
is  ob ligated to repay the State up to the total amount of the AFDC 
prov ided , not merely to the c h i ld 's  portion of the AFDC payment.

However, we wish to make spec if ic  comments concerning only Section 12 of 
SB No. 370, which would amend AS 47.25.345 to provide fo r an automatic 
assignment of r ights  to the State to co l le c t  ch i ld  support on behalf o f 
an AFDC rec ip ien t . This would e lim inate  the need for each AFDC 
app licant to in d iv id u a l ly  complete an "Assignment of Rights to Child 
Support" form as a mandatory part of the app licat ion process.

This may seem to be in s ig n if ic a n t  change, but in fact i t  would resu lt  in 
a substantia l benefit to assistance c l ie n ts  and to the s ta f f  of the 
D iv is ion  o f Public Assistance (DPA) and of the Child Support Enforcement 
D iv is ion  (CSED). There are approximately 750 applications and 
reapp licat ions  for AFDC each month. Of these actions, almost 650 must, 
as a federal condition of AFDC e l i g i b i l i t y ,  be accompanied by a signed 
assignment form. A copy of each of these forms must be retained in  the 
DPA AFDC c ase f i le . The o r ig in a l must be timely forwarded from DPA to 
CSED, where i t  must be promptly f i l e d  in  the cor;ect new or ex is t in g  
enforcement f i l e .  However, processing 15,600 pieces of paper between 
the many o ff ices  of DPA and CSED each yea r , qu ickly and accurately , is  a 
substantia l burden. Since DPA cannot grant AFDC without a v a l id  
assignment, and CSED cannot enforce co l lec t ion  without a va l id  
assignment, any errors in th is  c le r ic a l processing can resu lt in federal 
f is c a l  penalties in AFDC and the i n a b i l i t y  o f CSED to take enforcement 
actions .

In a d d it io n , having to complete th is  form is  frequently d i f f i c u l t  fo r 
AnDC app lican ts , p a rt ic u la r ly  for \.hose who are not well-educated, those 
who have d i f f ic u l t y  reading, or those who apply by mail or through a DPA 
Fee Agent. The form has been worded as simply as possib le , and i t  
requires only a signature and a date. However, i t  is  a legal form, and
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c l ie n ts  have trouble understanding what i t  means. They frequently f a i l  
to understand that no AFDC can be granted unless the form is  signed and 
submitted with the ir  app licat ion  or r e a p p l i c a t i o P a r t i c u l a r l y  in  
rura l areas, we f ind  we must often delay assistance to c l ie n ts  who are 
c le a r ly  otherwise e l i g ib le  and are in  f a i r l y  urgent need o f ass istance , 
while we correspond to obtain a v a l id  assignment.

Section 12 of SB No. 370, as proposed, wou .l im inate th is  increas ing 
avalanche of paper, and it s  enactment would oe benefic ia l to the Child 
Support Enforcement D iv is ion , to the D iv is ion of Public Assistance, and 
to th e ir  mutual c l ie n ts .

I I .  RECOMMENDATION

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passage o f SB No. 
370.

[This pos it ion paper has been coordinated with the Department of 
Revenue, Child Support Enforcement D iv is io n .]  \

Recomnended by

Date:

Jogn R. Taber, D irector
[is ion of Public Assistance

Approved by:

Date:

J^nn R. Pugh, Commissioner 
Department of jdealth & 

Social Services
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D e a r  S e n a t o r  B e n n e t t :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t h a t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

a s s i g n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  r i g h t s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  A i d  

t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h  D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n  ( A F D C ) , c l a r i f i e s  a 
n o n s u p p o r t i n g  p a r e n t ' s  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  A F D C  p a i d  f o r  h i s  o r  
h e r  c h i l d ,  a n d  m a k e s  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  
e n f o r c e m e n t  s t a t u t e s .

A F D C  i s  a  j o i n t  f e d e r a l - s t a t e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f i n a n ­

c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  n e e d y  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  

p a r e n t s  o r  r e l a t i v e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  AFD C

p r o g r a m ,  a  s t a t e  m u s t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  a n d

r e c i p i e n t s  o f  A F D C  a s s i g n  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  s u p p o r t ,  f r o m  a n y

s o u r c e ,  t c  t h e  s t a t e .  4 5  C . F . R .  s e c .  2 3 2 . 1 1 .  I n  o r d e r  t o

c o m p l y  w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a w ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e s  a n  a p p l i c a n t  t o  s i g n  a  f o r m  a s s i g n i n g  
t h o s e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  t r a n s m i t s  t h e  f o r m  t o  t h e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
e n f o r c e m e n t  d i v i s i o n  (C S E D )  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  f o r  

a c t i o n .  B y  m a k i n g  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  A F D C  a p p l i c a n t s '  a n d  
r e c i p i e n t s '  s u p p o r t  r i g h t s  a u t o m a t i c ,  s e c .  1 o f  t h e  b i l l  
e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  n e e d  t o  p a s s  p a p e r s  f r o m  o n e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  t o  
a n o t h e r ,  t h e r e b y  a l l o w i n g  C S E D  t o  p r o c e e d  m o r e  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  
t o  c o l l e c t  s u p p o r t .

S e c t i o n s  2 a n d  7 —  1 2  o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d  c h i l d  s u p p o r t

e n f o r c e m e n t  s t a t u t e s  i n  A S 4 7 . 2 3  t o  r e f l e c t  C S E D ' s  d u t y
u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 2 3 . 0 2 0  t o  c o l l e c t  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  i n  c a s e s  i n  

w h i c h  i t  i s  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t .  B y  r e f e r r i n g  t o

ii v 1111 M iwfl | II lima nWMI miiJL



" s u p p o r t , "  r a t h e r  t h a n  " c h i l d  s u p p o r t , "  t h e  s t a t u t e s  w o u l d  

e n h a n c e  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c ­
t i v e  .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  AS 4 7 .  2 3 . 0 6 2  ( b ) ,  i n  s e c .  3 o f  t h e  b i l l ,  
m e r e l y  c o r r e c t s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e f l e c t  a m e n d m e n t s  e n a c t e d  i n  
t h e  1 9 8 5  s e s s i o n .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  AS 4 7 . 2 3 . 0 6 2 ( 1 ) ,  i n  s e c .  4 o f  t h e  b i l l ,  i s  

t o  b r i n g  o u r  s t a t u t e  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a w .  4 5 
C . F . R .  3 0 3 . 1 0 0  ( a )  ( 9 )  .

B y  a d d i n g  t h e  p h r a s e  " f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f "  b e f o r e  t h e  w o r d  

" c h i l d "  i n  AS 4 7 . 2 3 .  1 2 0 ( a ) ,  s e c .  5 o f  t h e  b i l l  m a k e s  c l e a r  

t h a t  a  n o n s u p p o r t i n g  p a r e n t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  

f u l l  a m o u n t  o f  a n  A F D C  g r a n t  p a i d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  o r  r e l a t i v e  

c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  n o n s u p p o r t i n g  p a r e n t ' s  c h i l d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
j u s t  t h e  p o r t i o n  p a i d  " t o "  t h e  c h i l d .  T h i s  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
b e c a u s e  A F D C  g r a n t s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a l l o w  p a r e n t s  o r  

r e l a t i v e s  t o  c a r e  f o r  n e e d y  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  f u l l  

a m o u n t  o f  t h e  g r a n t s  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  AS 4 7 . 2 3 . 1 7 0 ( e ) ( 2 ) ,  i n  s e c .  6 o f  t h e  b i l l ,  

i s  a  t e c h n i c a l  o n e ,  t o  c o r r e c t  a n  i n c o r r e c t  r e f e r e n c e .

F i n a l l y ,  s e c .  13 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  i m m e ­
d i a t e l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y  c a n  f u l l y  e x e r c i s e  i t s  e n f o r c e ­
m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  c o l l e c t  s u p p o r t  w i t h o u t  d e l a y .

B e c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  b r i n g s  A l a s k a  l a w  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  
f e d e r a l  l a w ,  e x p e d i t e s  t h e  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  

f o s t e r s  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  m e e t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  d i r e c t i v e  
t o  c o l l e c t  b o t h  c h i l d  a n d  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t ,  I  u r g e  y o u r  
p r o m p t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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