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R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e
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4
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE B I L L  NO. 2 1 7  (HESS )
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R ST  SESSION 
A B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  n e g o t i a t i n g
7 u n i t  by p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s ; and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an
8 e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
9 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF /LASKA:

10 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 5 6 0 ( f )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
11 ( f )  N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  t o  p r e v e n t  s t a n -
12 d a r d  c e r t i f i c a t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r i n -
13 c i p a l s ^  [AND] a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s . f r o m
14 h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d
15 p e r s o n n e l  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  do so  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a s e c r e t  b . l l o t .
16 *  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . -
17 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) ,

-1- C S S B  2 1 7 ( H E S S )



ANALYSIS FOR SENATE BILL 217

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a n e g o t i a t i n g  u n i t  by  
p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s

T h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  the s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  to T e a c h e r s  and S c h o o l  
O f f i c i a l s  b y  g i v i n g  p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to 
c h o o s e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i s h  to f o r m  t h e i r  o w n  un i o n ,  jo i n  a 
t e a c h e r s  a s s o c i t i o n  or ne i t h e r .

T h e r e  is no f i s c a l  impact.
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Date: M a r c h  20, 1985

To: S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p
C h a i r  - H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

M e m b e r s  of the H E S S  C o m m i t t e e

/)
From: S e n a t o r  J o h n  C. S a c k e t t

S u b j : S 3 - 217, a n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a
n e g o t i a t i n g  u n i t  b y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w h o  a l s o  teach,

A t t a c h e d ,  is a l e t t e r  I r e c e i v e d  f r o m  J o e  B. C o o p e r ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
of the Y u k o n - K o y u k u k  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  C o o p e r ' s  
l e t t e r  c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e s  the n e e d  f o r  t h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

In the Y u k o n - K o y u k u k  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  as w e l l  as o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  the State, a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in r u r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  
m a n y  e m p l o y e e s  s e r v e  as b o t h  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  In the 
YKSD, t e a c h e r - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  d o  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  an a d m i n i s­
tr a t o r  d o e s  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  to do. T e a c h e r - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  h a v e  o p t e d  o u t  
o f  the t e a c h e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  h a v e  f o r m e d  t h e i r  o w n  n e g o t i a t i n g  
group. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  l a w  a l r e a d y  
p e r m i t  > t e a c h e r - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to o p t  o u t  of the t e a c h e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  
b u t  as y o u  c a n  see b y  Mr. C o o p e r ' s  l e t t e r ,  the t e a c h e r ' s  u n i o n  
c o n t i n u e s  a l a w  su i t  a g a i n s t  the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b e c a u s e  the d i s t r i c t  
h a s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  the t e a c h e r - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
the t e a c h e r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n .

S B - 2 1 7 ,  s i m p l y  g i v e s  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  to t e a c h e r - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
to m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  c h o i c e  as to w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i s h  to f o r m  t h e i r  
o w n  n e g o t i a t i n g  u n i t  o r  s t a y  w i t h  the t e a c h e r ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h a t  r i g h t  of f r e e  c h o i c e .

I w o u l d  ask for y o u r  a p p r o v a l  of S B - 2 1 7 .  aank you.
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F e b r u a r y  22, 1985

S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t  
P o u c h  V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u , A l a s k a  9981 1

I a m  not s u r e  lr i m e n t i o n e d  to y o u  or n o t  but the t e a c h e r ' s  
u n i o n  t h r o u g h  the S t a t e  N E A  o f f i c e  in F a i r b a n k s  is s u i n g  the 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  r e f u s e d  to r e q u i r e  the P r i n c i p a l -  
T e a c h e r s  in the d i s t r i c t  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by the t e a c h e r ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  The b o a r d  lias r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  m e t  w i t h  the 
P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  a n d  P r i n c i p a l s  of the d i s t r i c t  as a u n i t  of 
t h e i r  own a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  then. We h a v e  s i n c e '  

r e a c h e d  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the T e a c h e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  on a t h r e e  y e a r  
c o n t r a c t  but t h e y  are s t i 1 1 . p u r s u i n g  the law s u i t  t r y i n g  to f o r c e  
us to let t h e n  r e p r e s e n t  the Pri nci p a l - T e a c h e r s  in tiie d i s t r i c t .  
T h e  Pr i iic i p a l - T e a c h e r s  in o u r  d i s t r i c t  by s e c r e t  e l e c t i o n  ha v e  
o p t e d  o u t  and d e s i r e  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e i r  own g r o u p .  The 
S t a t e  L a w  r e g a r d i n g  o p t i n g  out of the T e a c h e r s  U n i o n  is v e r y  
u n c l e a r  in that it s t a t e s  that P r i n c i p a l s  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  
P r i n c i p a l s  as we l l  as o t h e r  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t y p e s  m a y  opt out of 
the t e a c h e r s  u n i o n  b a r g a i n i n g  g r o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  the T e a c h e r ' s  u n i o n  

is m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  a r c  not A d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

I w o u l d  li k e  to r e q u e s t  th a t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  an a m e n d m e n t  to that 
c u r r e n t  law w h i c h  w o u l d  s i m p l y  a l l o w  P r i n c i p a  1 - T e a c h e r s  to be 
i n c l u d e d  in the g r o u p  that can o p t  out. We are not a s k i n g  that 
t h e y  be d e n i e d  tiie r i g h t  to c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  but o n l y  a l l o w  

t h e m  to d e c i d e  w h a t  g r o u p  w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  thorn in c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g .  T h e r e  w o u l d  be n o t h i n g  to p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  g o i n g  
w i t h  the T e a c h e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  if t h a t  w a s  t h e i r  w i s h  or they 
c o u l d  be r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e i r  own g r o u p .  To me, I k n o w  the 
T e a c h e r ' s  U n i o n  will t o t a l l y  o p p o s e  this. H o w e v e r ,  I d o n ' t  see 

h o w  th e y  can get m u c h  s u p p o r t  f o r  f o r c i n g  s o me  g r o u p  to be 

r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e m  that, w i s h e s  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

D e a r  S e n a t o r



Page 2
S e n a t o r  S a c k e t t  
F e b ru a r y  2 2 ,  1985
I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  t h ou gh t s  on t h i s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
me.
Si n c e r e l y ,

Jo e  B. C o op e r ,  Ed .D . 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
J B C / v l s
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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 7 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and 
F i n a n c e

IN  THE SENATE BY SACKETT
SENATE B I L L  NO. 2 1 7  

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F I R ST  SESSION 

A B I L L
F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a n e g o t i a t i n g

u n i t  by  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who a l s o  t e a c h ;  and  p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 5 6 0 ( f )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

( f )  N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  t o  p r e v e n t  c e r ­
t i f i c a t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r i n c i p a l s  and 
a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l s ,  f r o m  h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  p e r s o n n e l  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e  t o  do s o  a s  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  a  s e c r e t  b a l l o t .  A t e a c h e r  who a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  an  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t o r  may e l e c t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  u n i t  c omposed  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e d
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l .

*  S e c .  2 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . -
1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

-1- S B  2 1 7
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