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P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T  ON SB 17

S u m m a r y : T o  q u a l i f y  for a s t u d e n t  loan, a s t u d e n t  m u s t  e n r o l l  full

time, that is at l e a s t  12 c r e d i t  h o u r s  e a c h  t e r m  for 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  and  at l e a s t n i n e  c r e d i t  h o u r s  each 

ter m for g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  I f  a s t u d e n t  w i s h e s  to e n r o l l  in 

m o r e  than one i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  a g g r e g a t e  the c r e d i t  h o u r s  to be 

f u l l  time, the c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  r e q u i r e s  tha t t h e re  b e  a 

c o n s o r t i u m  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n s.

SB 17 r e m o v e s  the r e q u i r e m e n t  for a f o r m a l  c o n s o r t i u m  

a g r e e m e n t .

I m p a c t : T h e  res u l t  w o u l d  be n e g l i g i b l e .  T h e  bil l was i n t r o d u c e d  a

ye a r  ag o  in r e s p o n s e  to p r o b l e m s  s t u d e n t  loan a p p l i c a n t s  wer e  

i n c u r r i n g  w h e n  they t ried to e n r o l l  in both the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e  and M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  C o m m u n i t y  C o llege. 

S i n c e  there w a s  no f o r m a l  c o n s o r t i a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  UAA o f f i c i a l s  

w o u l d  not r e l e a s e  loans for t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .

A s  of J a n u a r y  11, 1985, M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  

and JA A  h a v e  a c o n s o r t i u m  a g r e e m e n t .  He n c e ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  at 

w h i c h  this b il l  wa s  d i r e c t e d ,  has b e e n  solved.

T h e  bill wil l  not r e s u l t  in s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l i n g  in a wide 

v a r i e t y  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and, in effect, g e t t i n g  a r o u n d  p r o g r a m  

g o o d - s t a n d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  p r o g r a m  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a l r e a d y  e x i s t  to a d d r e s s  s uch a situa t i o n .  (20 A A C  15.040(n) 

and 20 AA C  1 5 . 0 4 5 ( e ) ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the bill s u c c e s s f u l l y  

r e m o v e s  s o m e  u n n e c e s s a r y  l a n g u a g e  in the c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a n d  

has l i t t l e  p r o g r a m  effect.

T h e r e  is no fi s c a l  i m p a c t  of th e  bill.

ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

P o s i t i o n : T h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  e n d o r s e s  t h e

p a s s a g e  of SB 17.



Introduced: 1/14/85
Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n  and

Social Services and 
Finance

BY KERTTULA, ST’J R G U L E W S K I , 
HALFORD, KELLY, FAIKS A N D  

.1 IN THE SENATE COGHILL

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 17

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST SESSION

5 A  BI L L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i ng  to the a p p li c a b i l i t y of the scholar-

7 ship loan p r o g r a m  to students a t t ending m ore tha n one

8 p o s t s e c o n d a r y  edu c a t i o n a l institution; and p r o v i d i n g

9 for an e f fective date."

10 BE IT ENAC T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. A S  14.43.160(2) is amen d e d  to read:

12 (2) " f ull-time student" means an u n d e r g r a d u a t e  or career

13 e d u c a t i o n  student who is e nr o l l e d  a n d  is in regu la r  a t t e nd a n c e  at

14 classes for at least 12 s e m e s te r  hours of credit or the e q uivalent

15 during the s em e s t e r  or a g r a duate student who is e n r olled and is in

16 regu l a r  a t tendance at classes for at least nin e  se m e s t e r  h ours of

17 credit or the equivalent; any c o m b i n a t i o n of s e m ester hours of credit,

18 or the equivalent, ag g r e g a t i n g  to the r e q uisite n u m b e r  of s e m e s t er

19 hours and u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  a s em e s t e r  at two or more pu b l i c  or pri-

20 vate institutions of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  [OPERATING U N D E R  A  CONSORTIUM]

21 constitutes full-time student status;

22 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect im me d i a t e l y  in accor da n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-

23 10.070(c).
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A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  the s c h o l a r s h i p  l o a n  
p r o g r a m  to  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o s t s e c o n d a r y 
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date.

In o r d e r  to  q u a l i f y  for a P o s t s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t  loan, a p e r s o n  
m u s t  t a k e  at  l e a s t  12 u n i t s  p e r  s e m e s t e r  (9 u n i t s  for g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t s ) . T h e  s t u d e n t  m a y  s p l i t  t h i s  u n i t  l o a d  b e t w e e n  t w o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  s t i l l  q u a l i f y  for a l o a n  if b o t h  s c h o o l s  h a v e  
s i g n e d  w h a t  is k n o w n  as a " c o n s o r t i u m  a g r e e m e n t " .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  a g r e e m e n t  m e a n s  t h a t  e a c h  s c h o o l  w i l l  g i v e  c r e d i t  
f o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  law, t h e  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  c a n  
n o t  r e l e a s e  t h e  l o a n  f u n d s  if a s t u d e n t  is a t t e n d i n g  two 
s c h o o l s  t h a t  do n o t  h a v e  " c o n s o r t i u m  a g r e e m e n t " .  P a s s a g e  of  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  r e m o v e  t h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n .

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  it w a s  a p r o b l e m  for t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  
b o t h  U A A  a n d  M a t - S u  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .  T h o s e  t w o  s c h o o l s  h a v e  
n o w  s i g n e d  a " c o n s o r t i u m  a g r e e m e n t " .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr. K e r r y  
R o m e s b u r g ,  it s t i l l  r e m a i n s  a p r o b l e m  for t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  
w i s h i n g  to a t t e n d  b o t h  U A F  a n d  t h e  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  C o m m u n i t y  
C o l l e g e .

T h e r e  is n o  f i s c a l  impact.
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