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Ol'(; e r e d :  1 / 2 3 / 8 5
R e O e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS FO R  SE N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 F OU R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESS I ON

5 A  BIL L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the su p e r i o r

7 court and the d i st r i c t  court; and p r o v i d i n g  for an

8 e f fective date."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE O F  ALASKA:

10 * Sect i o n  1. AS 22.10.020(a) is amended to read:

11 (a) The su p erior court is the trial court of g e ne r a l  jurisdic-

12 tion, w i t h  or i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in all civil an d  c r i m i n al  matters,

13 i n c lu d i n g  probate and g u a r d i a n s h i p  of m i n o r s  and incompetents. A n

14 action that falls w i t h i n  the c oncurrent j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the s u p e r i o r

15 court and the district court m a y  not be f iled in the s u p erior court,

16 except as p r o v i d e d  by rules of the supreme court.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 22 . 15.030 is a m e n d ed  to read:

18 Sec. 22.15.030. C IVIL JURISDICTION. (a) The di s t r i c t  court has

19 j u r i s d i c t i o n  of civil cases and pr o c e e d in g s  as follows:

20 (1) for the r e c o v e r y  of m o n ey  or damages w h e n  the amount

21 claimed e x clusive of costs, interest and a t t o r n e y  fees does not exceed

22 $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 [$10,000, EXCEPT AS P R O V I D E D  IN (10) OF THIS SUBSECTION];

23 (2) for the r e c overy of s p e c i f i c  pe r s o n a l  property, w h e n

24 the v alue of the p r o p e r t y  clai m e d  and the damages for the d e t e n t i o n  do

25 not exceed $25,000 [$10,000];

26 (3) for the r e c overy of a p e n a l t y  or forfeiture, w h e t h e r

27 given by statute or a r i s i n g  out of c o n t r a c t , not e x c e e d i n g  $25,000

28 [$10,000];

29 (4) to give j u d g m e n t  with o u t  a c t i o n  u p o n  the c o n f e s s i o n  of

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  Z i e g l e r  a n d  Ray
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1 the d e fendant for any of the cases s p e c i f i e d  in this section, except

2 for a p e n a l t y  or f o r f e i t u r e  imposed by statute;

3 (5) for e s t a b l i s h i n g  the fact of d e a t h  of any p e r s o n  i n  the

4 man n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  in AS 0 9 . 5 5 . 02 0  09.55.060;

5 (6) [REPEALED.

6 (7) REPEALED.

7 (8)] for the r e c o v e r y  of the p o s s e s s i o n  of p r e m i s e s  in the

8 m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  AS 09. 4 5 . 0 7 0  - 09. 4 5 . 1 60  w h e n  the v a l u e  of the

9 p r o p e rt y  or of the arrears and d a m a g e  to the pr o p e r t y  does not exceed

10 $25.000 [$10,000];

11 (7) [(9)] for the f o r e c l o s u r e  of a lien w h e n  the amount in

12 c o n t r o v e r s y  does not ex c e ed  $25 ,000 [$10,000];

13 (8) [(10)] for the r ec o v e r y  of money or damages in m o t o r

14 v e h i c l e  tort cases w h e n  the amount clai m e d exc l us i v e  of costs, inter-

15 est and a t t o r ne y  fees does not e x c e e d  $25,000 [$15,000];

.6 (9) [(11)] o v e r  civil actions for taki n g  u t i l i t y  service

17 and for d a m a g e s  to or int e r f er e n c e  w i t h  a ut i l i t y  line filed u n d e r

13 AS 4 2 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 ^

19 (10) over cases inv o lv i n g  in junctive re l i ef  for d o m e s t ic

'0 v i o l e n c e  u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 1 0  and 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 2 0 .

21 (b) Inso f a r  as the civil j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t courts and

22 the s up erior court is the same, the [SUCH] j u r i s d i c t i o n  is concurrent.

23 A n  action that falls w i t h i n  the c o n c u r rent j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the super-

24 ior court and the d i s trict court may not be filed in the s u p e r io r

25 c o u r t , except as p r o v i d e d by rules of the supreme court.

26 * Sec. 3. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 Sec. 22.15.050. A C T I O N S  N O T  W I T H I N  C IV I L  JURISDICTION. The

28 j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the d i s trict courts does not ex t e n d  to

29 (1) an ac t i o n  in w h i c h  the title to real p r o p e r t y  is in
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1 question;

2 (2) an ac t io n  I'1'- false imprisonment, libel, slander,

3 m a l i c i o u s  prosecution, c r i m i n a l  conversation, s e d u c t i on  u p o n  a promise

4 to marry, actions of an e q uitable n at u r e  (except as o t herwise p r o vided

5 by law [IN AS 22.15.030 ( a) ( 9 ) ] ) ,  or actions in w h i c h  the state is a

6 defendant.

7 * Sec. 4. AS 22. 1 5 . 1 0 0 is amen d e d  to read;

8 Sec. 22.15.100. F U NCTIONS A N D  POWERS OF D I ST R I C T  J UDGE A N D

9 MAGISTRATE. Each d i s trict j udge and m a g i s t r a t e  has the p o w er

10 (1) to issue w r i t s of habeas corpus for the p u r p o s e  of

11 i n q u i r i ng  into the cause of r e straint of liberty, r e turnable before a

12 j u d g e  of the s u p er i o r  court, and the same procee d i ng s  shall be h a d  on

13 the writ as if it had b e e n  granted by the s u p er i o r  court j udge ur:der

14 the laws of the state in such cases;

15 (2) of a no ta r y  public;

16 (3) to issue m a r r i a g e  licenses and to s o l emnize marriages;

17 (4) to issue w a r r an t s  of arrest, summons and sea r c h  war-

10 rants a c c or d i n g  to m a n n e r  and p r o c e d u r e  p r e sc r i b e d  by law and the

19 supreme court;

20 (5) to act as an e x a m i n i n g  j udge or m a g i s t r a t e  in prelimi-

21 n ary examinations in criminal proceedings; to set, receive and forfeit

22 bail and to order the release of d e f e n d a n t s  u nder bail;

23 (6) to act as a referee in matte r s  and actions r ef erred to

24 the j udge or m a gi s t r a t e  by the super i o r  court, w i t h  all powers confer-

25 red u pon referees by l a w s ;

26 (7) of the s up e r i o r  court in all respects inc l u d in g  but not

27 limited to contempts, a t t e n d a n c e  of w i t n e ss e s  and b e n c h  warrants;

28 (8) to order the temporary d e t e n t i o n  of a minor, or take

29 o t h e r  a c t i o n  autho r i z e d  by law or rules of procedure, in cases arising
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1 u n d e r  AS 47.10, w h e n  the m i n o r  is in a c o n d i t i on  or s u r r o u n d i n g  dan-

2 gerous or injurious to the w e l f a r e  of the m i n o r  or others w h i c h

3 re q uires i m mediate action; the act i o n  may be c o ntinued in effect u n ti l

4 r e v iewed by the s u p e r i o r  court in a c c or d a n c e  w i t h  rules of p r o c e d u r e

5 g o v e rn i n g  these cases;

6 (9) to issue a t e m po r a r y  o r d e r  for [EMERGENCY] injun c t i v e

7 relief in cases invo l v i n g  d o m e s t i c  v i o le n c e  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 25.35.-

8 010 and AS 25.35.020;

9 (10) to review an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e v o c a t i o n  of a p e r s on ' s

10 d r i v e r’s license or n o n re s i d e n t  pr i v i l e g e  to drive, and an administra-

11 tive refusal to issue an origi n a l  license, w h e n  de s i g n a t e d  as a hear-

12 ing officer by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of pub l i c  safety and w i t h  the consent

13 of the adminis t r a t i ve  d i r e c t o r  of the state court system.

14 * Sec. 5. AS 25.35.010 is amended to read:

15 Sec. 25.35.010. IN J U N C T I V E  R E L I E F  IN CASES INVOLVING DO M E S T I C

1 VIOLENCE. (a) A pe r s o n  who is s u b j e c te d  to d o m estic v i o l e n c e  may

p e t i ti o n  a s u p erior or  d i s trict court for inju n c t iv e  re li e f  restrain- 

I ing the i n f l i ct i o n  of f u r t h e r  d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  against the p e t i t i o n e r

19 by the respondent.

20 (b) U p o n  r e c e i vi n g  a p e t i t i o n  u n d e r  (a) of this section, the 

[SUPERIOR] court shall sched u l e  a h e a r i n g  and shall provide at least

22 10 days notice to the respondent of the h e a r i n g  and of the respon-

23 dent's right to ap p e a r  and to be h e a r d  ei t h e r  in p e r s o n  or by attor-

24 ney. If, at the hearing, the [SUPERIOR] court finds that the peti-

25 tioner has been s u b j e ct e d  to d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  by the respondent, the

26 [SUPERIOR] court may issue any o r d e r it d e te r m i n e s  to be n e c e s s a r y  for

27 the p r o t e ct i o n  of the health, safety or w e l f a r e  of the p e t it i o n e r  or

28 of a minor child in the care of the petitioner. A n  order u n d e r  this

29 s u bsection may  include p r o vi s i o n s  that [WHICH]
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1 (1) restr a i n  the respon d e n t  from s u bjecting the p e t i t i o n e r

2 to d o me s t i c  violence;

3 (2) direct the re spondent to va c a te  the home of the peti-

4 tioner;

5 (3) r e strain the r e spondent from c o m m u ni c a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  or

6 in directly w ith the petitioner;

7 (4) direct the respo n d e nt  to pay support for the p e t i t i o n e r

8 or for a m inor child in the care of the p e t i t i o n e r  if there is an

9 independent legal o b l i g a t i o n  of the r espondent to support the peti-

10 tioner or the child,

11 (5) award t e m p o r a r y  custody of a m i n o r  child to the psti-

12 tioner;

13 (6) direct the r espondent to pay medi c a l expenses incurred

14 by the p e t i t i o n e r as a result of the d o me s t i c  violence;

15 (7) direct the r e spondent to engage in p e r s o n a l  or family

16 counseling;

17 (8) r e s t r a i n the r e s p o n d e n t  from e n tering a p r o p e l l e d

18 v e h i c l e in the p o s s es s i o n  of or o c c u p i e d  by the petitioner,

19 (c) An order issued u nd e r  this s e c t i o n  remains in effect for a

20 pe r i o d  of time not to exceed 90 days. However, the p e t i t i o n e r  may

21 p e t i t i o n  the [SUPERIOR] court for an e x t e n s io n  of a pr o v i s i o n  of the

22 o rder if the p r o v i s i o n  is d e s c r i b e d  in (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(3), (b)(7),

23 or (b)(8) of this section. If the [SUPERIOR] court, after no t i c e  to

24 the respondent of and a h e a r i n g  on the p e t i t i o n for the ext e n s i o n  in

25 a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  the p r oc e d u r e s  d e s c r i b e d  in (b) of this section, finds

26 that an e x t e n s io n  of the p r o v i s i o n  of the order is n e cessary to pro-

27 tect the p et i t i o n e r  or a m i n o r  child in the care of the p e t i t i o n e r

28 from d o m e s ti c  violence, the [SUPERIOR] court may extend the p r o v i s i o n

29 of the o rder for a period of time not to exceed 45 days. Th e  court

- 5 -  CSSB l ( J u d )
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m a y  not grant more than one e x t e n s i o n  u n d e r  this subsection.

(d) P r oc e edings u n d e r  this s e c t i on  do not p r e cl u d e  any other 

a va i l a b l e civil or criminal remedies.

* Sec. 6. AS 2 5 . 3 5 .020(a) is amen d e d  to read:

(a) A p e r s o n  wh o  has b ee n  s u b j e c t e d  to d o m estic v i o l e n c e  may 

p e t i t i o n  the s u p erior or di s t r i c t  court for a tem p o ra r y  o r de r  p r o v i d­

ing for emergency injunctive rel i e f r e s t r a i n i n g  the i n f l i c t i o n  of 

further d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  against the p e t i t i o n e r  by the r e s p o n l o n t . 

[IF T H E RE  IS NO S U P ERIOR COURT WI T H I N  50 R OAD M l u E S  OF ''••IT E V I D E N C E  

OF THE PERSON SUB J E C TE D  TO D O M E S T I C  VIOLENCE, T H E  PERSON YA 1 P E T I T I O N  

T H E  NEAR E S T  D I S T R I C T  COURT FOR A T E M P O R A R Y  E M ERGENCY I N J U N C T I V E  RELIEF 

ORDER. IF T HERE IS NO D I S T R I C T  C OURT W I T H I N  50 R O A D  M I L E S  O F  THE 

R E S I D E N C E  OF THE PERSON SU B J EC T E D  TO D O M E S T I C  VIOLENCE, T H E  P E R S O N  MA Y  

P E T I TI O N  THE N E A R E S T M A G I S T R A T E  FO R  A  T E M P O R A R Y  E M E R G E N C Y  I N J U N C T I V E  

RELIEF ORDER. THE D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  O R  M A G I S T R A T E  S H A I L  N C T I F Y  THE 

S U P E R I O R  C OURT IMMEDI A TE L Y  U P O N  I S S U A N C E  OF AN O R D E R  G R A N T I N G  E M E R­

GENCY I N J U N C T I V E  RELIEF U N D ER  THIS SECTION.]

* Sec. 7. AS 25.35.020(d) is amen d e d  to read:

(d) If an order u n d e r this s e c t i o n  is granted w i t h o u t  notice, a 

hear i n g  before the [SUPERIOR] court for injunc t i v e  re l ie f  under 

AS 25.35.010 shall be s c heduled by the [SUPERIOR] court at the e a r l i­

est possible time consistent w i t h  the no t i c e  p r o vi s i o n s  of AS 25.- 

35.010. If at the hear i n g the p e t i t i o n e r  does not p r o c e e d  wit'1, the 

p e t i t i o n  for i n junctive relief, the [SUPERIOR] court s hall d i s s ol v e  

the e m e rgency injunctive relief order.

* Sec. 8. AS 25.35.020(e) is amen d e d  to read:

(e) On three days notice to the petitioner, or on s h o rt e r  notice 

as the [SUPERIOR] court ma y  presc r ib e ,  the resp o n d e n t  ma y m a k e  a 

m o t i o n  to the [SUPERIOR] court for the d i s s o l u t i o n  or m o d i f i c a t i o n  of

CSSB l ( J u d )  - 6 -



1 an o rder for emergency i n junctive relief u n d e r  this section. The

2 [SUPERIOR] court shall h e a r  and rule on the m o t i o n  in an expeditious

3 manner.

4 * Sec. 9. AS 34.35.005(a) is a m en d e d  to read:

5 (a) W h e n  an action is r e q u i r e d  to enfo r c e  a lien p r o v i d e d  for in

6 [SECS. 5 - 425 OF] this chapter and the a c t i o n  falls w i t h i n  the

7 m o n e t a r y  j u r i sd i c t i o n  of the district court, the a ct i o n  shall be

8 star t e d  in the district [SUPERIOR] court in the j u d i c i a l  district in

9 w h i c h  the property upon w h i c h  the lien attac h e s  is located. A n  ac t i o n

10 that exceeds the m o n e t a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t  court shall be

11 star te d  in the superior court in the j u d i c i a l di s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the

12 p r o p e r t y  u pon w h i c h  the lien attac h es  is located. The procedure,

13 except as o t h erwise p r o v i d e d  in [SECS. 5 - 4 5  OF] this chapter, is the

14 same as in the trial of an ac t i o n  to secure p r o p e r t y  to hold it for

15 the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a lien against it.

16 *  Sec. 10. This Act takes effect immedi a t e l y  in a c c or d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.-

17 10.070(c).

- 7 - CSSB l ( J u d )
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

I'OUCll Y STALL CACIIOL 

JUNIAU ALASKA 9981 I 
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M E M O R A N D U M J a n u a r y  21, 1985

S U B J E C T :  S e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  C S S B  1 ( J u d i c i a r y )

TO: S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F ROM:  K e i t h  B. L e v y
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  C S S B  1 ( J u d­
ici a r y )  . T h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  a n u m b e r  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to 
the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  courts.

S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  w h e n  a m a t t e r  f a l l s  w i t h i n  the o v e r -  
l a p p i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  the d i s t r i c t  
cou r t ,  the a c t i o n  m u s t  b e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  u n l e s s  
the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  e x c e p t i o n  b y  c o u r t  r u l e  
(AS 2 2 . 1 0 . 0 2 0 ( a ) ) .

S e c t i o n  2 i n c r e a s e s  t h e  m o n e t a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n  
i n  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f r o m  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  to $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  ad d s  the 
p o w e r  to i s s u e  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f ' i n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c a s e s  
to t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  (AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 3 0 ( a ) ) .  
It a l s o  r e s t a t e s  the r u l e  t h a t  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
m u s t  b e  f i l e d  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  u n l e s s  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
p r o v i d e s  for a n  e x c e p t i o n  (AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 0 3 0 ( b ) ) .

S e c t i o n  3 . A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  the d i s­
t r i c t  c o u r t  h a s  n o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a c t i o n s  o f  an e q u i t a b l e  
n a t u r e .  S e c t i o n  3 a m e n d s  t h a t  s e c t i o n  to p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e x­
c e p t i o n  ’’w h e r e  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w "  to b e  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the b i l l  g i v i n g  the d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  to i s s u e  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f  in d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
c a s e s  s i n c e  th i s  p o w e r  is o f  a n  e q u i t a b l e  n a t u r e .

S e c t i o n s  4 -- 8 a m e n d  e x i s t i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  l a w  to a l l o w  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  to s e e k  i n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f  in d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e
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c a s e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  as w e l l  a s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
(AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 0 0 ,  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 1 0 ,  a n d  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 2 0 ) .

S e c t i o n  9 amends AS 3 A . 3 5 . 0 0 5 ( a )  t o  a l l o w  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  
t o  e n f o r c e  l i e n s  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
a t t a c h e d  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  m o n e t a r y  l i m i t  o f  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  s e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  A c t .

S e c t i o n  10 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  A c t  i s  t o  t a k e  e f f e c t  im -  
m e d i a t e l y .

K B L : o j b  
J l l / 0 1 9
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[ x ]
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' in g  i

do p a s s

a n d  ( ,a ^ jn a j_ o r ity - / b f  t h e  c o m m it t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m it t e e )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s :

do p a s s _ _ w ith  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t(s )

( r e p l a c e  w i t h } o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  1 ( J u a i c i a r y )  
hew—t i t l e '
same—t i t l e  a n d  re c o m m e n ds9  ___________________________________

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a "L E T T E R  OF IN T E N T " 

r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t io n
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Introduced: 1/14/85
Referred: Judiciary and

Finance

1 IN THE SENATE BY ZIEGLER AND RAY

2 SENATE BILL NO. 1

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the jurisdiction of the district

7 court and the small claims jurisdictional limitation;

8 and providing for an effective date."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. AS 22.15.030(a) is amended to read:

11 (a) The district court has jurisdiction of civil cases and

12 proceedings as follows:13 (1 )  f o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  money o r  d am ages when t h e  amount
14 claimed exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees does not exceed

15 $25.000 [$10,000, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN (10) OF THIS SUBSECTION];

16 (2) for the recovery of specific personal property, when

17 the value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do

18 not exceed $25,000 [$10,000];

19 (3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

20 given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $25,000

21 [$10,000];

22 (4) to give judgment without action upon the confession of

23 the defendant for any of the cases specified in this section, except

24 for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

25 (5) for establishing the fact of death of any person in the

26 manner prescribed in AS 09.55.020 - 09.55.060;

27 [(4) Repealed

28 (7) Repealed]

29 (6) [(8)] for the recovery of the possession of premises in

-1- SB 1



1 the manner provided under AS 09.45.070 - 09.45.160 when the value of

2 the property or of the arrears and damage to the property does not

3 exceed $25,000 [$10,000];

4 (7) [(9)] for the foreclosure of a lien when the amount in

5 controversy does not exceed $25,000 [$10,000];

6 (8) [(10)] for the recovery of money or damages in motor

7 vehicle tort cases when the amount claimed exclusive of costs, inter-

8 est and attorney fees does not exceed $25.000 [$15,000];

9 (9) [(11)] over civil actions for taking utility service

10 and for damages to or interference with a utility line filed under

11 AS 42.20.030.

12 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

13 Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. When a claim for relief does not

14 exceed $5,000 [$2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,

15 and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear

16 the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law

17 are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules

18 and standard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling

19 of small claims.

20 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

21 10.070(c).
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