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3/5/86

Original sponsors: S z y m a n s k i  a n d  U e h l i n g

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  9 ( F i n a n c e )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  a c c e s s  t o  W h i t t i e r  a n d  to 

S h o t g u n  C o v e .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is b e c o m i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s  

v i s i t i n g  A l a s k a ,  a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t o u r  s h i p s  s t o p p i n g  a t  W h i t ­

t i e r  a n d  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is a l s o  g r o w i n g  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  m a n y  

A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  t r a v e l  t o  W h i t t i e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  f o r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d  

r e c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o  d e p e n d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  u p o n  a c c e s s  t o  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  d e m a n d  f o r  W h i t t i e r  h a r b o r  b e r t h s  b y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a t e r s  f a r  

e x c e e d s  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  h a r b o r  s p a c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  t h e  A l a s k a  

M a r i n e  P a r k  s y s t e m  t o  p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i t h i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  f o r  p u b l i c  

r e c r e a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p l a n n e d  d i s p o s a l  o f  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  

S h o t g u n  C o v e  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  W h i t t i e r  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h o m e s  o r  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i ­

d e n c e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  o v e r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t r a v e l e r s  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  d u r i n g  

t h e  s u m m e r  o f  19 8 4  w a s  t o o  i n f r e q u e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A n c h o r a g e  v i s i ­

t e r s  t o  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  h a s  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  c a n  g o  f o r w a r d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  o n  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e

-1- SCS H C R  9 (Fin)
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W H E R E A S  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  is 

e x a m i n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  W h i t t i e r ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o m m e n d s  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i t s  i' t i g a t i o n  o f  w a y s  

t o  i m p r o v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p a v i n g  

o n e  o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t u n n e l s  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r ,  a n d  o f  

i n c r e a s i n g  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

t o  d i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  e s t a b ­

l i s h  as a p r i o r i t y  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  t o  W h i t t i e r  a n d  b e t w e e n  

W h i t t i e r  a n d  S h o t g u n  C o v e  s o  t h a t  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

c a n  c o n s i d e r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  t a k e  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  

m a t t e r ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e  i n c r e a s e d  s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  

b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  u n t i l  t h e  s t a t e  m a k e s  a p e r m a n e n t  d e c i s i o n  on 

t h i s  a c c e s s  p r o b l e m .

basis; and

SCS H C R  9 (Fin) -2-
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3 / 1 / 8 6

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  S z y m a n s k i  a n d  U e h l i n g

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  9 ( F i n a n c e )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  W h i t t i e r - S h o t g u n  C o v e  

A c c e s s .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is b e c o m i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s  

v i s i t i n g  A l a s k a ,  a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  t o u r  s h i p s  s t o p p i n g  a t  W h i t ­

t i e r  a n d  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is a l s o  g r o w i n g  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  to m a n y  

A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  t r a v e l  to W h i t t i e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  f o r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d  

r e c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o  d e p e n d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  u p o n  a c c e s s  t o  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  d e m a n d  f o r  W h i t t i e r  h a r b o r  b e r t h s  b y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a t e r s  f a r  

e x c e e d s  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  h a r b o r  s p a c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  t h e  A l a s k a  

M a r i n e  P a r k  s y s t e m  t o  p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i t h i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  f o r  p u b l i c  

r e c r e a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p l a n n e d  d i s p o s a l  o f  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  

S h o t g u n  C o v e  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  W h i t t i e r  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h o m e s  o r  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i ­

d e n c e s  ; a n d

W H E R E A S  i n  1 9 84, o v e r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t r a v e l e r s  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  d u r i n g

t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 4  w a s  t o o  i n f r e q u e n t  to m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A n c h o r a g e  v i s i ­

t o r s  t o  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  h a s  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  c a n  g o  f o r w a r d  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  o n  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e

-1- S C S H C R  9 (Fin)



A N A L Y S I S  F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  9

R e la t in g  to  the W hittier-Shotgun Cove Access

The L eg is la tu re  commends the Department o f T ransporta tion  
fo r  study ing ways to  improve tra n sp o rta t io n  to  W h it t ie r . 
Such a lte r n a t iv e s  as pav ing  the  r a ilr o a d  tu nne ls  between 
Portage and W h it t ie r  and in c re a s in g  s h u tt le  s e rv ic e  by the 
Alaska R a ilro a d .
In  a d d it io n , the Governor is  urged to  d ir e c t  DOT/PF to  make 
improved access to  W h it t ie r  a p r io r it y  so th a t the  
F if te e n th  L e g is la tu re  can take a c t io n  on t h is  m atter.
F in a l ly ,  i t  requests the  Alaska R a ilro ad  to  in crease  summer 
s h u t t le  se rv ic e  between Portage and W h it t ie r  u n t i l  some 
o ther s o lu t io n  is  reached.



C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

S E N A T E

F U R T H E R :  (  F I N A N C E

D a t e

c o n s i d e r e d H C R  9

4 / 1 7 / 8 5  

Mr. P r e s i d e n t

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e  

W h i t t i e r - S h o t g u n  C o v e  A c c e s s .

a n d  (a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

d o  p a s s

d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  

r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  5 C S  f o r  f ~ j( X
n e w  t i t l e  

/ s a m e  title, a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a " L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T "  

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  to

[ ] N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E

C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  
D O  P A S S

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  
O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S



BY THE LABOR AND1 IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE
2 SENATE CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9 (L&C)
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 .. R e la t in g  to  the W h it t ie r -Sho tgun  Cove
6 A cc e s s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS W h it t ie r  i s  becoming an importan t d e s t in a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s
9 v i s i t i n g  A la sk a , as ~V.'Avi by the in c r e a s e  o f  to u r  sh ip s  s topp ing  a t  Whit-

10 t i e r  and o f r e c r e a v v u . ' * !  b u s in e s s e s  o p e r a t in g  out o f  W h i t t i e r ;  and
11 WHEREAS W h it t i e r  i s  a l s o  growing in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  importance to many
12 A laska r e s id e n t s  who t r a v e l  to  W h i t t i e r  each  summer fo r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d
13 r e c r e a t i o n ,  and who depend fo r  t h i s  purpose upon a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r ;  and
14 WHEREAS demand f o r  W h i t t i e r  h arbor b e r th s  by r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a te r s  f a r
15 exceeds the a v a i l a b l e  h arbo r sp a c e ;  and
16 WHEREAS the T h ir t e en th  A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  the A la ska
17 Marine Park system to p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i th in  P r in ce  W ill iam  Sound f o r  p u b l i c
18 r e c r e a t i o n ;  and
19 WHEREAS the p lanned d i s p o s a l  o f  m un ic ip a l land between W h it t i e r  and
20 Shotgun Cove f o r  community expansion  and r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  in c r e a s e  the
21 i n t e r e s t  in  the W h i t t i e r  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  homes o r permanent r e s i -
22 den ce s ; and
23 WHEREAS in  1984, ove r 200 ,000 p erson s v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  in c lu d in g
24 t r a v e l e r s  on the A laska  marine highway sy s tem ; and
25 WHEREAS the summer s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  between Portag e  and W h it t i e r  during
26 the summer o f  1984 was too in f r e q u en t  to  meet the needs o f  Anchorage v i s i -
27 t o r s  to W h i t t i e r ;  and
28 WHEREAS the A la ska  R a i l r o a d  has been a cq u ir ed  by th e  s t a t e ,  and t r a n s -
29 p o r t a t io n  p lann ing can go fo rward a t  the s t a t e  l e v e l  on a comprehensive

O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 4 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  S z y m a n s k i  a n d  U e h l i n g

-1- S C S H C R  9 ( L & C )



1 b a s i s ;  and
2 WHEREAS the Department o f  T ran sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  i s
3 examining a l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r  improving a c c e s s  to  W h it t i e r ;
4 BE IT RESOLVED th a t  the A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  commends the Depart-
5 ment o f T ran sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  ways
6 to improve t r a n s p o r t a t io n  to W h i t t i e r ,  in c lu d in g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f pav ing
7 one or both o f  the r a i l r o a d  tunn e ls  between Po rtage and W h i t t i e r ,  and o f
8 in c r e a s in g  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  by the A la sk a  R a i l r o a d ;  and be i t
9 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  tha A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u rge s the governor

10 to  d i r e c t  the Department o f  T ran sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to
11 e s t a b l i s h  a s a p r i o r i t y  the p lann ing  o f improved a c c e s s  to W h it t ie r  and
12 between W h it t ie r  and Shotgun Cove so th a t  the Fou rteen th  A la ska  S t a t e
13 L e g i s l a t u r e  can c o n s id e r  the d epar tm en t's  recommendations and tak e a c t io n
14 on t h i s  m a t te r ;  and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  th a t  the
16 A laska  R a i l r o a d  Corporation i n i t i a t e  in c r e a s e d  summer s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e
17 between Po rtag e and W h it t ie r  u n t i l  the s t a t e  makes a permanent d e c i s io n  on
18 t h i s  a c c e s s  problem.
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 0 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

1 IN THE HOUSE BY SZYMANSKI
2 HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 R e la t in g  to  the W h it t ie r -Sho tgun  Cove
6 A c c e s s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS W h it t ie r  i s  becoming an importan t d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s
9 v i s i t i n g  A la sk a , as shown by the in c r e a s e  o f  to u r  sh ip s  s topp ing  a t  Whit-

10 t i e r  and o f r e c r e a t i o n a l  b u s in e s s e s  o p e r a t in g  out o f  W h i t t i e r ;  and
11 WHEREAS W h it t i e r  i s  a l s o  growing in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  importance to  many
12 A la ska  r e s id e n t s  who t r a v e l  to  W h i t t i e r  each summer f o r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d
13 r e c r e a t i o n ,  and who depend f o r  t h i s  purpose upon a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r ;  and
14 WHEREAS demand fo r  W h it t i e r  h arbo r b e r th s  by r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a te r s  f a r
15 ex ceed s the a v a i l a b l e  harbo r sp a c e ;  and
16 WHEREAS the T h ir t e e n th  A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  the A laska
17 Marine Park system  to  p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i th in  P r in ce  W illiam  Sound fo r  p u b l i c
18 r e c r e a t i o n ;  and
19 WHEREAS the p lanned d i s p o s a l  o f  m un ic ip a l land between W h it t ie r  and
20 Shotgun Cove f o r  community expansion  and r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  in c r e a s e  the
21 i n t e r e s t  in  the W h it t i e r  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  homes o r  permanent r e s i -
22 d en ce s ; and
23 WHEREAS in 1984, o v e r  200 ,000  p erson s v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  in c lu d in g
24 t r a v e l e r s  on the A laska  marine highway sy s tem ; and
25 WHEREAS the summer s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  between Po rtag e and W h it t i e r  during
26 th e  summer o f  1984 was too in f r e q u en t  to  meet the needs o f  Anchorage v i s i -
27 t o r s  to  W h i t t i e r ;  and
28 WHEREAS the A laska  R a i l r o a d  has been a cqu ir ed  by the s t a t e ,  and t r a n s -
29 p o r t a t io n  p lann ing can go fo rward a t  the s t a t e  l e v e l  on a comprehensive
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1 b a s i s ;  and
2 WHEREAS the Department o f  T r an sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  i s
3 examining a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  improving a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r ;
4 BE IT RESOLVED th a t  the A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  commends the D epart-
5 ment o f  T ran sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  ways
6 to improve t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to W h i t t i e r ,  in c lu d in g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f pav ing
7 one or both o f  the r a i l r o a d  tunn e ls  between Po r tag e  and W h it t i e r ,  and o f
8 in c r e a s in g  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  by th e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d ;  and be i t
9 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u rges th e  Depart-

10 ment o f  T ran sp o r ta t io n  and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  to  e s t a b l i s h  as a p r i o r i t y  the
11 p lann ing o f improved a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r  and between W h it t ie r  and Shotgun
12 Cove so th a t  the Fou r teen th  A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  can con s id e r  the
13 d epar tm en t's  recommendations and tak e a c t i o n  on t h i s  m a t te r ;  and be i t
14 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the A la ska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  th a t  the
15 A laska R a i l r o ad  Corpora tion i n i t i a t e  in c r e a s e d  summer s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e
16 between Portage and W h it t i e r  u n t i l  the s t a t e  makes a permanent d e c i s i o n  on
17 t h i s  a c c e s s  problem.
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