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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  P h i l l i p s ,  G o l l
and L a r s o n

O f f e r e d :  3/20/85
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 19 ( J u d i c i a r y )
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION
5 A BILL

. . . .  t
6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  run aw ay  and m i s s i n g  m in o r s . "
7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 *  S e c t i o n  1 . AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 0 ( e )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
9 ( e )  E x c e p t  f o r  t em p o r a r y  d e t e n t i o n  p e n d in g  a  d e t e n t i o n  h e a r i n g

10 [OR TEMPORARY DETENTION UNDER ( f )  OF THIS SECTION], a  m in o r  may [NOT]
11 b e  d e t a i n e d  o n l y  [EXCEPT] by c o u r t  o r d e r .
12 *  S e c .  2 .  AS 4 7 . 1 0  i s  amended b y  a d d in g  a new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
13 S e c .  4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 1 .  RUNAWAY AND MISSING MINORS. ( a )  Upon r e c e i v i n g
14 a  r e q u e s t  t o  l o c a t e  a  m in o r  e v a d in g  t h e  m in o r ' s  l e g a l  c u s t o d i a n  o r  t o
15 l o c a t e  a  m in o r  o t h e r w i s e  m i s s i n g ,  a  l aw  e n fo r c em e n t  a g e n c y  s h a l l  make
16 r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  m in o r  and s h a l l  im m e d i a t e l y  c om p le t e
17 a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n ' s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e
18 i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  m in o r .  A s so on  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b u t  n o t l a t e r
19 t h a n  24 h o u r s  a f t e r  c om p l e t in g  th e  r e p o r t ,  th e  a g e n c y  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t
20 t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  I n f o rm a t i o n  N etwork
21 and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Crime I n f o rm a t i o n  C e n t e r  com pu te r  s y s t em .  As so o n  a s
22 p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  24 h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  a g e n c y  l e a r n s  t h a t
23 t h e  m in o r  h a s  b een  l o c a t e d ,  i t  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f
24 P u b l i c  S a f e t y  and t h e  F e d e r a l  B u re au  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  remove th e
i

25 i n f o rm a t i o n  from  t h e  com pu te r  s y s t e m s .
26 (b )  A p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  t a k e  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  a  m ino rJ
27 d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  m in o r  i s  no t o t h e r w i s e  s u b j e c t
28 t o  a r r e s t  o r  d e t e n t i o n .  The p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  h o n o r  t h e  m in o r ' s
29 p r e f e r e n c e  t o  e i t h e r  (1 )  r e t u r n  th e  m in o r  t o  t h e  l e g a l  c u s t o d i a n  o r

-1- C S H B  1 9 (Jud)



(2 )  t a k e  t h e  m in o r  t o  an  o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  by  th e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  H e a l t h  
and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  o r  a  f a c i l i t y  o r  c o n t r a c t  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  d e p a r t ­
m en t . I f  an  o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  by  t h e  d e p a r tm en t  o r  a  f a c i l i t y  o r  
c o n t r a c t  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  d e p a r tm en t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  commun ity , th e  
o f f i c e r  s h a l l  t a k e  t h e  m in o r  t o  a n o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n  and p rom p t ly  
n o t i f y  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t .  A m in o r  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  may n o t  be 
h ou sed  i n  a j a i l  o r  o t h e r  d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t y .  Im m e d i a t e l y  upon t a k i n g  
a m in o r  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  t h e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  m in o r  
o r a l l y  and i n  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . -  
1 4 2 ( b ) ,  a n d ,  i f  known, t h e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a d v i s e  t h e  l e g a l  c u s t o d i a n  
t h a t  t h e  m in o r  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y .

*  S e c .  3 .  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 0 ( f )  and  (g )  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

C SHB 1 9 (Jud) -2-



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

__________________ FISCAL N O T E ________________

Revision Date:

REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.: C S F B  19 ( J u d ) 

T i t l e : A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r u n a w a y
 a n d - m i s s i n g ,  .minpys____________
Sponsor: .T nH - i cH a r y  C o m m i t t e e
Requestor: s e n a t e  F i n a n c e
Date of Request: 5 / 2 / 8 5 _________

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: P u b l i c  S a f e t y
Program Category Affected:

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e _______
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:

DPS A d m i n i s t r a t i o n _____________
D a t a / W o r d  P r o c e s s i n g __________

I OPERATING

' F 7 T 5 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

0
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 
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700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 
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0
r\

G

0
0
0

TOTAL OPERATING 0

i _  c a p i t A T  1

c REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol ars)
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FEDERAL FUNDS 

DTHER 

TOTAL

0

0

POSITIONS:
-ULL-TImL

’ART-TIME

TEMPORARY

•

0

\

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Prepared By: f \ i U  Phone: 4 6 5 - 4 5 2 3

Division: J a n  F a i k s ,  C o - c h a i r m a n l #  Date: 5 / 2 / 8 5

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C om m i tW <  
Approved by Commissioner: ' Date:
Agency:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) 7/1/84



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 FISCAL NOTE_________________

R ev is io n  Da te :
REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL ,
Bi i i / R e s c lu t i o n  N o . :  CGHU 19 (JUD) Agency a f f e c t e d :  P u b l i c  S a l^ ty
T i t l e :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  runaway Program Ca tego ry  A f f e c t e d /  

m iss ing  m in o rs |T A dm in is t ra t io n  o f  Ju s t ic e 'and
Sp o n s o r : ,indi c i a r v  Committee
R e q u e s to r : ' S e n a t e J u d i  c i a r y  
Date o f  R eques t : 4 / 9 / 8 5

BRU, Program o r  Subp rog ram 's ) A f fe c t e d :  DPS A dm in is t ra t io n  /
U aW W d rd  P r o c e s s i / g

■ 'FT bb r i  bb FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
OPERATING /ruirPL’HsoNsirsEreV rcrs- 3 4 . 4 2 4 . 3  / ' 2 5 . 8 2 7 .3 2 8 .9

200 TRAVEL /
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<tOO SUPPLIES 1 . 0 1 /1 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 . 4
5 00  EQUIPMENT .8 /
500 LAND & STRUCTURES /
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS

1 /
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1 /TOTAL OPERATING 1 4 1 . 9 / 3 0 .3 3 2 .2 3 4 .1 “ 3 6 .1

c a p it Al ~2I2ZZL
c REVENUE 7^FUNDING: (Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )

ANALYSIS/ A ttach a s e p a ra te  page i f  nece ssa ry
(See a t ta ch ed  page)

P repa red  By/lrM f e r c i a  Lynn McKenzie
Pi vis ion ̂ A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Services _______

Approved by Commissioner: R ob e r t  J .  Sundber 
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Fiscal Note 
CSHB 19 (JUD)

A 6% inflation factor has been used for FY 87 and beyond.

We assume that the Department of Health & Social Services will fund the 
costs of transportation, lodging, food, and necessary medical care 
required by this legislation. Also, any charges by the Department of 

Administration for data processing resources have not been included due 
to the unavailability of estimates at this time.

Note: A similar position was included in fiscal notes for SB 219 and 
HB 330 (Missing & Criminally Exploited Children). Should either of 
those fiscal notes be funded, this position would no longer be needed.



FOR BiH USE ONLY 
KEY NUMBER

1.
POSITION TITLE

Analvst/Programmer

2.
TYPE OF POSITION

PPT
STAFF MONTHS
6 PFT/6PPT

RP NUMBER PCN NUMBER

3. CONIINUAI ION LEVEL J j ADDITION 1 w
net Ul' LAI’LNUI 1UKE AMOUNT

1 2 3
PERSONAL SERVICES

26,055

34,406

S. Salary $2895/month
6. Benefits 18.0577% 4,705
7. Supplemental Benefits 1,597
a. Fixed Benefits 2,049
9. 101AL PthSOUAL SERVICES 01

10. Travel 02

11. Contractual 03 5,700
12. Commodities 04 - 1,000
13. Equipment 05 800
IA. Other

15. TOT AL COST 41,906

RECEIPT CODE FUNDIIIC SOURCE
16. Federal Receipts 1002
17. G.F. Match 1003
10. Coneral Funds 1004 41.9
19. 1-A Receipts 1005
70. Program Receipts 1028
21. Other

RAIICE/STEP
17/A

BRU PRIORITY

BARG. UIIIT
GGU

LOCATION

Anchorage

PACE/LIKE

ELECTION DISTRICT

coy;'".

LEC/'x-

APPROV; : pISAPf.i.

JUSTIFICATION

The "INQUIRE" data processing software system was 
purchased several years ago to assist in two major 
homicide investigations. To utilize this system for 
missing persons, an interface to the National Crime 
Intelligence Center (NCIC) is required. During the 
initial six months, this position will be utilized 
full-time to devlop the necessary modifications to the 
existing software and NCIC link. After the first six 

months, this position will be reduced to half-time in 
order to operate, maintain and otherwise support the 
system. Contractual costs of the initial installation 
($1,150) and annual maintenance ($4,500) are included.

R EQ U EST  FOR 
N EW  POSIT ION

01-1136 17/821 • IS

ag e n c y Department of Public Safety

p r o g r a m Crime ID & Apprehension______

b p i i  DPS Administration___________

c o m p o n e n t Data/Word Processing_________

Page of

Revised Date
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STATE OF ALASKA 1965 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
'—  FISCAL NOTE.   -----

REQUEST
[ A

ISCAL DETAIL .
Agency A f f e c t e d : Health and Social ServicesB 1 i I / R e s o lu t i o n  N o . :  CSHB No ____________

T I t ] e : An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  runaway P rog ram  C a te g o ry  A f f e c t e d :
m in o rs ____________________________________  ’________ S o c i a l  S e r v ic e s

S p o n s o r : • HESS
R e q u e s t o r :_________ .
Date o f  R eq u e s t :  3 / 7 / 8 5

BRU, P rog ram  o r  Subp rog ram (s ) A f f e c t e d :  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  BRU. J u v e n i l e  C u stody  BRU

OPERATING
FY ba F Y bo FT b/ FY B8 FY 89 FY 90

**
IOD’FERSCUAL 5ERVICE5 
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100 CONTRACTUAL 
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S00 EQUIPHENT 
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700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

300 MISCELLANEOUS

•

__ 1

I •

TOTAL OPERATING -0- io11c11o1 -0- -0-

ANALYSIS:

See  A tta ch ed

J LAPiTAL -0- -0- -0- i -0- -o- -o- 1
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P repa red  B y rM ic h a e l  L .  P r i c e ' ~ ^ 5 A .
D i v i s i o n :  F a m i ly  and You th  S e r v i c e s

Approved by Corcm iss ioner: ft. ✓—
Agency: H e a l th  & S o c ia 1~ S 9 /v ic e s  ^

Phone: 4 6 5 -3 1 7 0  
D a te : 3 / 1 2 / 8 5

D a te :

/ / ? s r
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CSHB Mo. 1 9 ( V s O  -  if*#*' 
FISCAL NOTE * J 1

PAGE 2

ANALYSIS

A. Assumptions

Th is  b i l l  would r e s u l t  in  an in c r e a s e  in  th e  number o f  runaway y ou th  
r e f e r r e d  t o  DFYS f o r  a s s e s sm en t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  c o u n s e l in g  and 
p lacement s e r v i c e s .  A d e f i n i t i v e  e s t im a te  o f  t h i s  in c re a s e  canno t  be 
made however. In ad equac ie s  in  DFYS' c om pu te r iz ed  in fo rm a t io n  system  
and la c k  o f  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  in  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  in fo rm a t io n  by law  
en fo rcem en t r e s u l t  in  s u b s t a n t i a l  u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  o f  th e  number o f  
runaway and m is s in g  y o u th .  E s t im a te s  a re  t h a t  o n ly  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  a l l  
c ases  a r e  r e p o r t e d  o r  known. • •

D i f f e r e n c e s  in  p o l i c i e s  and a c t i o n s  taken  by s t a t e  and l o c a l  p o l i c e  
agenc ie s  t o  l o c a t e  and d e t a in  runaways unde r p re s e n t  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  
law make e s t im a te s  o f  in c r e a s e s  in  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  under p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  t h i s  b i l l  im p o s s ib le .

F i e ld  s t a f f  e s t im a te  t h a t  r e f e r r a l s  o f  runaways to  DFYS unde r t h i s  
b i l l  may doub le  o r  even t r i p l e  w ith  in c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  by p o l i c e  and 

^ pub l ic  demand f o r  p o l i c e  a c t i o n .  However, g iven  the  la c k  o f  
\d a ta  t h i s  f i s c a l  n o te  assumes in c r e a s e s  in  th e  demand f o r  s e r v i c e s  
^ c o u ld  be met by th e  in c re a s e d  c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a f f  l e v e l s  re q u e s te d  
fin th e  G o v e rn o r ' s  FY 86  budge t . The f i s c a l  no te -assum es .- f u l l  fu nd ing  
o f  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  re q u e s t  In c lu d in g  improvements in  DFYS' management 
in f o rm a t i o n  system  t o  a l l o w  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  in f o rm a t i o n  on the  t r u e  
impact o f  t h i s  b i l l .  Absent f u l l  fu p d i n o _ nf_ req u e s ted  new s o c i a l  
work and c l e r i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  i t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  3 - 5  s o c i a l  work 

^ p s i t i o ns - 'wniTTa~he r e q u i r e d  to  p r o v i de a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  nevj  
r e f e r r a l s  which w i l l  r e s u l t  f rom  t h i s  61117 "
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1985 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

  _____ F I S C A L  N O T E  -
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" X "  ' o . u D ‘ 1

REQUEST 1

Bill/Resolution N o . ^ H B  19! C o o )  
Title: An Act Relating to

FISCAL DETAIL n .
Agency Attected: Public Safety

Runaway Minors

Sponsor: ktp. P m 11ips

Requestor: House HESS 
Date of Request: 1-29-85

Program Category Affected: 
Administration of Justice'

BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 
Alaska State Troopers

OPERATING
F O b FY 8b FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

n)(TPER50NAL SERVICED 
200 TRAVEL 
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100 SUPPLIES 
500 EQUIPMENT 
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 
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800 MISCELLANEOUS
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ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

jLhcrtnL  rlihft 

rEDERAL FUNDS 
3THER 
TOTAL

0 0 0 '0
---------- ^

0

i r m T T E ------------- 0 0 0 0
... 0

u
3ART-TIME
TEMPORARY

n C - '
Francis C. Allan

a .
Prepared By: 
Division:

Approved 

Agency

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t

I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )

Phone:_
Date:

269-5691

1 /2 5 /8 5
Date: ^

7/1/84



IT C311 LII ®0® [LOTOS II
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  M a rc h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 5

SUB JECT : S e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  CSHB 19  ( J u d i c i a r y )
TO : "  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R a n d y  P h i l l i p s
FROM: E d w a rd  H . H e i n

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

POUCHY SJAJE CAPIIOl 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

90/ 465 3B00

S e c t i o n  1 d e l e t e s  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 0 ( f ) .  T h i s  i s  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h a t  s u b s e c t i o n  i n  s e c t i o n  3 
o f  t h e  b i l l .

S e c t i o n  2 a d d s  a  new  s t a t u t e  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
a g e n c i e s  t o  m ake  r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  t o  l o c a t e  m i s s i n g  c h i l ­
d r e n  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a  r e q u e s t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  m i n o r .  The  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  m u s t  im m e d i a t e l y  c o m p l e t e  a  m i s s i n g  p e r ­
s o n  r e p o r t  a n d ,  w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s ,  t r a n s m i t  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  c r i m i n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  F B I ' s  N a t i o n a l  C r im e  I n f o r m a t i o n  
C e n t e r  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m .  W i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  
t h e  m i n o r  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d ,  t h e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  m u s t  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m p u t e r  
s y s t e m s .  When a  r u n a w a y  o r  m i n o r  who i s  o t h e r w i s e  m i s s i n g  
f r o m  t h e  m i n o r ' s  c u s t o d i a n  i s  f o u n d ,  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  m u s t  
t a k e  t h e  m i n o r  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  a n d  e i t h e r  r e t u r n  t h e  
m i n o r  home o r  t a k e  t h e  m i n o r  t o  a n  o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  o r  t o  a n o t h e r  
s u i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n  i f  t h e  c om m u n i t y  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n  o f f i c e  
s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  c h o i c e  i s  t h e  m i n o r ' s .  
W h i l e  u n d e r  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e  m i n o r  may 
n o t  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a  j a i l  o r  d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t y .  T h e  o f f i c e r  . 
w ho  t a k e s  t h e  m i n o r  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  c u s t o d y  m u s t  a d v i s e  t h e  
m i n o r  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  m u s t  n o t i f y  t h e  m i n o r ' s  l e g a l  
c u s t o d i a n  t h a t  t h e  m i n o r  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  i n t o  p r o t e c t i v e  
c u s t o d y .
S e c t i o n  3 r e p e a l s  AS 4 7 .  1 0 .  1 4 0 ( f )  a n d  ( g )  , w h i c h  a r e  r e w r i t ­
t e n  a s  AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 1  i n  s e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  b i l l .
E H H :c s h  
c 3 / 0 5 9
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COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 19 (HESS)

"An Act relating to runaway and missing minors."

This bill would mandate minimum levels of effort by law enforcement 
agencies to locate runaways or missing children and to take such 
children into protective custody when they are located. The bill also 

requires J a w  enforcement agencies to complete reports on missing 
children which contain information necessary to identify such children 
and to disseminate these reports through state and national law 
enforcement computer.networks.

Existing Practice

Under present law police agencies are allowed but not required to take 

action to locate reported runaways or missing children. Law enforcement 
agencies have discretion to detain runaway youth for the purpose of 
either returning them to their parents or legal custodian or taking them 
to an office of the Department of Health and Social Services. Under 
this discretionary statute police agencies may, and often do, refuse to 
respond to a parental request unless a court issues an order for 

detention of a runaway youth. In most instances, parents do not know 
the procedures required to obtain a court order. They must either seek 
the aid of an attorney or the Department of Health and Social Services, 
to whom they are generally referred by police agencies, in order to 
obtain these orders. This causes frustration on the part of parents, 
needless preparation of formal court documents, and unnecessary delays 
in law enforcement action to locate runaways.

The Department of Health and Social Services is presently mandated to 
.assess the circumstances of runaway minors who request services and 
those of runaways who are detained by law enforcement, and to provide 
appropriate services to protect the youths and reunite them with their 
families. The department may assume emergency custody of runaways who 

. request services or who are detained by police officers, if custody is 
necessary to protect the youth.

Effects of CSHB 19

This bill mandates minimum levels of effort by police to locate runaway 
or missing youth and eliminates the discretion of police agencies to 
refuse such requests or wait until court orders are issued before making 
attempts to locate the youth.

Dissemination of reports on and identifying information about runaway or 
missing youth is also mandated. Upon receiving a request to locate a 
child police must complete a report and insure that it is intered into
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P a g e  2

state and national law enforcement computer networks. The bill also 
requires police to take protective custody of runaway or missing youth 
when they are located and clarifies ambiguity in existing law by
clearly stating that a child under protective custody may not be housed

in a jail or detention facility. Upon taking a youth into protective 
custody a police officer must advise the youth oral.ly and in writing of 
the youth's right to social services and must inform the legal custodian 
that the minor has been taken into protective custody. Peace officers 
are then required to return the child to his or her legal custodian or, 
if the child prefers take them to an office, facility, or contract 
agency of the Department of Health and Social Services. Where no such 
office or facility exists in a community and the minor refuses to go 
home, a peace officer may take the minor to another suitable location 
and immediately inform the Department.

Department Position

The Department supports this bill as a means of insuring efforts are 
made to locate runaway and missing youth. The bill will also increase 
the likelihood of finding runaway and missing youth through the prompt 

dissemination of information about these youth through state and 
national law enforcement computer systems. In addition this bill would 
eliminate ambiguity in existing law concerning detention of runaways in 
jails or juvenile detention facilities and would insure that immediate, 
but nonpunitive protective action occurs when runaway or missing youth
are located by police. The bill maintains an important provision of
existing law which avoids returning children to abusive situations by 
requiring police to take runaway or missing youth to the Department for 
services if the youth prefers. This allows investigation of allegations 
of abuse or neglect and promotes reunification of families through 
mediation services when no neglect or abuse is found.

Though this bill does not address all aspects of the runaway problem it 

represents, significant improvements which can be made within existing 
fiscal constraints.

RECOMMENDED:

Division of Family 

and Youth Services

APPROVED:

John Puglf, Commissioner 
Department of Health 

and Social Services

DATE:
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M r .  P r e s i d e n t  
The  C o m m i t t e e  on .J U D IC IA R Y,, c o n s i d e r e d CSHB 1 9  ( J u d ’)

r u n a w a y  a n d  m i s s i n g  m i n o r s .

a n d  ( a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

do p a s s  "

do  p a s s ' w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

CS f o rr e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  
new t i t l e
same t i t l e  a n d  re c om m end s /
a n d  a t t a c h e d  a  "LETTER  OF INTENT" 
r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
r e c om m end s  r e f e r r a l  t o
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