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STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision D ale: ----------------
R E Q U E S T  FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution No.: C S H B  118 ( J u d ) Agency Affected: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
Title: S m all C l a i m s  J u r i s d i c t i o n al RPTr. T r i a l  Cou r t s ______________

L i m i t a t i o n

Sponsor:  Components :
Requestor:_________________________________ __________
Date of Request:____________________________  __________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

14l. 5 1 ,:.2. 1 i ■. . . 7. i 7 n . q 181.2

1 T: If) 1 /. . 7 13.5 14.3 15.7
? 5 7 7 - 7 q 7 7

19.9
.. . . „ . .

TOTAL OPERATING 1 T 7  Q 1 C -7 K — 1.7.7-6___ .188 .3--- 1 9 9 . 7 n

C A PITA L

REVENUE 35 7 . 1 * 378. 5 - 4 0 1 - 2 4 5 8 . 8

F U N D I N G  : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

' 177 . 9 ”167". 5‘ 1 / /. b I B B .  3 19 9./

POSITIONS :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
2 2 2 2 2

ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary

*As s u m e s  f i l i n g s  d o u b l e ,  and s u p r e m e  c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  
f i l i n g  fee f r o m  $5 to $15.

Prepared by: 
Division: _ S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks, Co-cfhair 

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency:_______________

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page, of

Phone:, 
D ate: _ T 7 T T 7 S T

Date:

10/25/85



Offered: 2/22/85
Referred: Finance

Original sponsor: Judiciary/Chief Justice
Alaska Supreme Court

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR H OUSE B I L L  NO. 118 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to small claims, and the duties of

7 magistrates; and providing for an effective date."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 22.15.040 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 22.15.040. SMALL CLAIMS. When a claim for relief does not

11 exceed $5.000 [$2,000] exclusive of costs, interest and attorney fees,

12 and request is so made, the district judge or magistrate shall hear

13 the action as a small claim unless important or unusual points of law

14 are involved. The supreme court shall prescribe the procedural rules

15 and standard forms to assure simplicity and the expeditious handling

16 of small claims.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 22.15.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

18 (b) All potential small claim litigants shall be informed if

19 mediation, conciliation, and arbitration services are available as an

20 alternative to litigation.

21 * Sec. 3. AS 22.15.120 is amended to read:

22 Sec. 22.15.120. LIMITATIONS ON PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAGISTRATE MAY

23 HEAR. A  magistrate shall preside only in cases and proceedings under

24 AS 22.15.040, 22.15.100, and 22.15.110, and as follows,

25 (1) for the recovery of money or damages only w hen the

26 amount claimed, exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney fees, does

27 not exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

28 (2) for the recovery of specific personal property w hen the

29 value of the property claimed and the damages for the detention do not

-1- CSHB 118(Jud)



1 exceed $5,000 [$1,000];

2 (3) for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture, whether

3 given by statute or arising out of contract, not exceeding $5,000

4 [$1,000];

5 (4) to give judgment without action upon the confession of

6 the defendant for any of the cases specified in this section, except

7 for a penalty or forfeiture imposed by statute;

8 (5) to give judgment of conviction upon a plea of guilty by

9 the defendant in a criminal proceeding within the jurisdiction of the

10 district court;

11 (6) to hear, try, and enter judgments in all cases involv-

12 ing misdemeanors, if the defendant consents in writing that the magis-

13 trate m a y  try the case;

14 (7) to hear, try and enter judgments in all cases involving

15 infractions under AS 28 and violations of ordinances of political

16 subdivisions [;

17 (8) REPEALED].

18 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect on the effective date of an amendment

19 by the Supreme Court to Rule 9(c)(2) of the Rules Governing the Adminis-

20 tration of All Courts raising the filing fee for small claims actions from

21 $5 to at least $15.

CSHB 118(Jud) -2-



A N A L Y S I S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  118

A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m a l l  c l a i m s  a n d  t h e  d u t i e s  of  
m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n d  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

S e c t i o n  1

R a i s e s  t h e  l i m i t  on s mall c l a i m s  c o u r t  a c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  
c u r r e n t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $5,000.

S e c t i o n  2

A d d s  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to  t h e  c h a p t e r  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m a l l  c l a i m s  
a c t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  i n s t r u c t  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  i n f o r m  all 
p o t e n t i a l  s m a l l  c l a i m  l i t i g a n t s  o f  m e d i a t i o n ,  a r b i t r a t i o n  
o r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  as a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
l i t i g a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  3

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  law, a m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  h e a r  c a s e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  
t h e  r e c o v e r y  of m o n e y  or d amages, s p e c i f i c  p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h e  r e c o v e r y  of p e n a l t y  o r  f o r f e i t u r e  if t h e  
a m o u n t  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  $1,000. T h i s  s e c t i o n  r a i s e s  t h a t  
l i m i t  t o  $5,000.

S e c t i o n  4

T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  a c t  is c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a m e n d i n g  R u l e  9 ( c ) (2) of the A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  
Court. T h a t  c h a n g e  w o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  f i l i n g  fee f o r  s m a l l  
c l a i m s  a c t i o n s  f r o m  $ 5 .00 t o  $15.00.



A p r i l  20, 1985

Je n s  -

A t t a c h e d  are t w o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  f o r  HB 118. 
The f i r s t  {dated 2/20/85, a u t h o r e d  b y  
H a y d e n  K a d e n  f o r  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y )  w a s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  the b i l l  w h e n  it ca m e  i n t o  
c o m m i t t e e  and has b e e n  i n c l u d e d  in 
c o m m i t t e e  files.

The s e c o n d  n o t e  (3/7/85, a u t h o r e d  by 
Mr. A d a m s  for H o u s e  Finance) w a s  g a t h e r e d  
f r o m  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  files. It was  
r e p o r t e d  o u t  of t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  b u t  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e m o v e d  or i n a d v e r t a n t l y  
d r o p p e d  off of the bi l l  b e f o r e  it 
r e a c h e d  us.

The H o u s e  F i n a n c e  f i s c a l  n o t e  has n o t  
b e e n  i n c l u d e d  in c o m m i t t e e  files.

T h e r e  is u n d o u b t e d l y  a s t o r y  b e h i n d  
this. I w i l l  w a i t  to  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  
p r i o r  to c o p y i n g  the no t e  for m e m b e r s .  •

k a t h y



\
REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.: CSHB 118 (Jud) 
Title: An Act Relating to Small 
Claims and Magistrate Jurisdiction 

Sponsor: Judiciary Committee
Requestor:________________________
Date of Request:__________________

STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

IRevision Date:

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: Alaska Court System 
Program Category Affected:_

Administration of J u s t i c e ________
BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 

Trial Courts

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 EY 88 FY 89 FY 90

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

<iOO SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

600 LANO & STRUCTURES 

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

600 MISCELLANEOUS

94 .U 100.5 106.5 112.9 119.7

2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4
9.0

TOTAL OPERATING 105.8 .102.6 108.7 l ib .2 122.1

CAPITAL

REVENUE I

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
CENERAL FUND 

FEOERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

105.8 102.6 108.7 115.2 122.1

105.8 102.6 108.7 115.2

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIHE 3 3 3 3 3
PART-TIHE . 1 1 1 1 1
TEMPORARY

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

The original fiscal note submitted by the Court System for HB 118 is s t i l l  correct; 

however, the costs incurred will be more than offset by the increase in filing fees 

required under Sec. 4 of the House Judiciary Committee Substitute for HB 118.
ANALYSIS: . * : — *

Prepared By:__Haydpn Kaden.-Committee-Counsel
Division: House Judiciary Committee._____ __

Approved by Chai rman
Agency:________ .

Phone: 465-4990_ 
Date:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) 12/1/83



STATE OF A L A S K A  19S5 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

____________________FISCAL N O T E  _

Revision Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bi 11/Resclution No.:C S H B  118 (Judflqency affected: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
Title: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s m a l l Program Category Affected:______________
C l a i m s  a n d  M a g i s t r a t e  J u r i s d ic t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of J u s t i c e

Sponsor: C o u r t__________________  BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: H o u s e  F i n a n c e   T r i a l  C o u r t s __________________________
Date of Request: 3/7/85_________  ________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
r  i 8 d Fi b 6 hY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING
1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S t R V I C t 5 94.8 1 00.5 106.5 112.9 119.7
2 0 0  T R A V E L
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L
<t00 S U P P L I E S 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4
5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T 9.0 1
5 00 L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 1
7 0 0  C R A N T S ,  C L A I M S 1
9 0 0  M I S C E L L A N E O U S 1
TOTAL OPERATING 1 -LQ5..8 .. 102.6 _.J08.7 115.2 1 £2., i .

CAPITAL i i i i i i

I REVENUE I 1 n  a l ' 1 2 4 . 0  I 130.2 <136.7 I 143.5 1

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars!
-iC.iiC.rtnL r u i i u

rE D E R A L  F U N D S
D T H E R
T O T A L

105.8 l 102.6 i 108.7 115.2 1 22.1

1 !
1 1

105.8 ' 1 0 2 . 6  1 108.7 -115,. 2 — 1.22 .,1

POSITIONS:
- U l l * 1 Ir'.t 3  1 3  1 3 3 3
’ A R T - T I M E 1  1 1  1 1 1 1TEM PORA RY ' 1

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page i f  necessary

See A t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s  s h eet - p a g e  2.

Prepared By: A d a m s  — C h a i r  Phone* 4 6 5 — 3706
Division: h o u s e  F i n a n c e  Date: 85

Approved by Commissioner:____ Date:
Agency: _

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 7/1/84

P a g e  1 of 3



A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
F i s c a l  N o t e  A n a l y s i s

CS HB  118 (Jud)
b y  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

T h i s  b i l l  o n l y  t a k e s  e f f e c t  if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  s m all 
c l a i m s  f i l i n g  fees f r o m  the c u r r e n t  $5.00 to $15.00.
T h e r e f o r e  the f i s c a l  i m p a c t  s h o w n  h e r e  w i l l  o n l y  o c c u r  
if the c o u r t  i n c r e a s e s  the fee.

R e v e n u e s  are c o m p u t e d  as follows:

FY 84 1 0 , 7 3 5  s m all c l a i m s  w e r e  filed.
The fee for e a c h  f i l i n g  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  $10.00

The C o u r t  e s t i m a t e s  the n u m b e r  o f  f i l i n g s  w i l l  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  
10% in F Y  85.

10 , 7 3 5  X  $10.00 = $ 1 0 7 , 3 5 0

1 , 0 7 3 . 5 0  X  $10.00 = 10 , 7 3 5
(10,735 X  .10) ________________

$118,085.

The F Y  86 f i g u r e  of $ 1 1 8 , 0 8 5  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  5% ea c h  
s u c c e e d i n g  year.

P a g e  2 o f  3



V

HB 118 - SMALL CLAIMS & MAGISTRATE JURISDICTION

PERSONNEL: TOTAL
SALARY BENEFITS COST

1% COURT CLERK I (Anchorage - 8B) $28,926 $10,418 $39,344
1 COURT CLERK I (Fairbanks - 8B) 21,744 7,496 . 29,240
1 COURT CLERK I (Juneau - 8B) 19,284 6,945 26,229

Total Personnel Costs 94,813

SUPPLIES 2,000

EQUIPMENT (one-time items) 8,996

TOTAL FY 86 COST $105,809

Subsequent fiscal years adjusted to reflect 6% inflation.

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

P a g e  3 o f  3



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision D ate: -----------
R E Q U E S T  F IS C A L  D E T A IL  ____________

Bill/Resolution N o . : CSHB 118 (JUD)______________ Agency Affected: Alaska Court System
Title:____Small Claims Jurisdictional b r u : Trial Courts_____________________
________ Limitation__________________ ________________________________

Sponsor:   Components :
Requestor:________________________________________  _____________
Date o f Request: _______________________________________________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

OPERATING F Y  86 F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

172.5 182. 9 193.9 205.5 217 .8
1 2 .0 1 2 .7 1 3 .5 1 4 .3 1 5 .2
2. 5 2 . 7 2 . 9 3.1 3 . 3

1 9 .9

TOTA L OPERATING 2 0 6 .9 1 9 8 .3 2 1 0 .3 2 2 2 .9 2 3 6 .3

C A PITA L

REVENUE 3 5 7 .1 * 3 7 8 .5 4 0 1 .2 4 2 5 .3 4 5 0 .8

F U N D IN G  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

2 0 6 .9 1 9 8 .3 2 1 0 .3 2 2 2 .9 2 3 6 .3

2 0 6 .9 2 2 2 .9 ..236., 3

P O S IT IO N S  :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

6 6 6 6 6

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page i f  necessary 

SEE ATTACHED ANALYSIS
*Assumes filings double, and supreme court increases filing fee from 

$5 to $15.

Prepared b y : .Robert G. Fisher----------------------------------------------------- Phone: ________
Division. Alaska Court System ________  Date. 2/b/8b

Approved by Commissioner: u M / jt4 Arix\p • 2 / 6 / 8 6
Aoenev- Alaska Court System /Agency

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page______ o f ______ 10/25/85



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

CSHB 118 (JUD) - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTION LIMITATION

FISCAL IMPACT

The Civil Division of the Anchorage Clerk's Office, which is the court 

location with the greatest number of small claims filings, anticipates that a 

jurisdictional increase from $2,000 to $5,000 would result in a 75-100%

increase in small claims filings. A similar increase in filings is expected 

statewide.

A small number of these cases would be matters previously handled in 

District Court. Most would be new to the system, representing legal problems 

with a relatively low dollar amount involved for which persons are reluctant 

to incur the costs entailed for an attorney, but which they wish to handle 

themselves in small claims court.

Additionally, some litigants would be willing to waive the amount of

their claim over $5,000 and proceed in small claims court, balancing the

waiver of the claim amount against the savings in attorney fees in small

claims.

Additional clerical help will be required. The small claims procedures 

involve an extensive amount of clerical assistance, including mailing notices 

for litigants and substantial time expended in advising the public. General 

District Court matters require only simple filing and journaling of documents. 

This impact could be handled by the addition of six (6) permanent full-time 

positions. These personnel costs and other related costs are summarized on 

the attached sheet.



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  

CSHB 118 - S M A L L  CL A I M S  J U R I S D I C T I O N A L  L I M I T A T I O N

F I S C A L  I M P A C T

S a l a r y  B e n e f i t s  T o tal

P e r s o n n e l :

A n c h o r a g e :
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  $ 2 0 , 2 4 4  $7 , 5 7 7  $ 2 7 , 8 2 1
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  2 0 , 2 4 4  7 , 5 7 7  27,821

F a i rbanks:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  2 2 , 8 3 6  8 , 160 30 , 9 9 6

Juneau:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, PFT 2 0 , 2 4 4  7 , 5 7 7  2 7 , 8 2 1

Palmer:
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, P F T  20 , 8 8 0  7,762 2 8 , 6 4 2

K e n a i :
C o u r t  C l e r k  I - R a n g e  8B, PFT 2 1 , 5 1 6  7,926 2 9 , 4 4 2

T o t a l  P e r s o n n e l  1 7 2 , 5 4 3

C o n t r a c t u a l :

T e l e p h o n e  service, pos t a g e ,  rental c o piers, e q u i p m e n t  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  etc. 12 , 0 0 0

S u p p l i e s :

File folders, c o p i e r  paper, forms, desk supplies, etc. 2,500

E qu i p m e n t :  (one-time items)

New e m p l o y e e  e q u i p m e n t  - desk, c h a i r  and t y p e w r i t e r  1 3 , 8 4 8
O t her e q u i p m e n t  - fi l e  cabinets, tables, chairs, etc. 6,100

T o tal E q u i p m e n t  19,948

T o t a l  F Y  87 Co s t  $20 6 , 9 9 1

S u b s e q u e n t  fiscal y e a r s  a d j u s t e d  to r e f l e c t  6% inflation.



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  
S MALL CLAIMS F I L I N G S  

F Y  85

J u d i c i a l  C a s e  P e r c e n t
D i s t r i c t  L o c a t i o n  F i l i n g s  of S t a t e

J u n e a u  1 , 6 7 1  11.70%
K e t c h i k a n  . . 323 2 . 2 6 %
S i t k a  186 1.30%
P e t e r s b u r g  129 0.90%
W r a n g e l l  118 0.83%

D i s t r i c t  T o t a l  2 , 4 2 7  16.99%

2 N o m e  168 1.17%
2 B a r r o w  89 0.62%
2 K o t z e b u e  60 0.42%

D i s t r i c t  T o t a l  317 2.21%

3 A n c h o r a g e  6 , 754 47.27%
3 P a l m e r  1 , 158 8.11%
3 K e n a i  592 4.14%
3 H o m e r  364 2.55%
3 K o d i a k  331 2.32%
3 S e w a r d  146 1.02%
3 D i l l i n g h a m  144 1.01%
3 G l e n n a l l e n  134 0.94%
3 C o r d o v a  85 0.60%
3 V a l d e z  65 0.46%
3 U n a l a s k a  41 0.29%

D i s t r i c t  T o tal 9,814 68 . 7 1 %

4 F a i r b a n k s  1 , 475 1 0 . 3 3 %
4 B e t h e l  225 1.58%
4 Tok 26 0.18%

D i s t r i c t  Total 1 ,726 12.09%

S t a t e w i d e  T o tal 14 , 2 8 4  1 0 0 . 0 0 %



DISTRICT COURTS 
SMALL CLAIMS CASE FILINGSFY 82 - FY 85

COURT FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 % INCREASEFY 82 FY 85 FY 84 FY 85Anchorage 5306 4918 5041 6754 + 27 + 34Barrow 104 43 74 89 - 14 + 20Bethel 321 154 134 225 - 50 + 68Cordova 63 83 105 85 + 35 - 19Dillingham 72 57 45 144 +100 +220Fairbanks 767 777 946 1475 + 92 + 56Glennallen 224 174 253 134 - 40 - 47Homer 201 391 '312 364 + 81 + 17Juneau 1273 1133 1159 1671 + 31 + 44 IKenai 405 308 426 592 + 46 + 39 jKetchikan 328 311 417 323 - 2 - 23 jKodiak 240 156 222 331 + 38 + 49Kotzebue 119 43 219 60 - 50 - 73 |Nome 81 67 108 168 +107 + 56Palmer 841 578 651 1158 + 38 + 78Petersburg 19 90 109 129 +5?9 + 18 !Seward 80 162 68 146 + 83 +115Sitka 241 226 152 186 - 23 + 22Tok 10 21 22 26 +160 + 18Unalaska 34 59' 48 41 + 21 - 15 IValdez 118 172 101 65 - 45 - 36Wrangell 75 46 123 118 + 57 - 4TOTAL .10922.. 9969 10735 14284 + 31 + 33 |
BY JUDICIAL DISTRICTFirst 1936 1806 1960 2427 + 25 + 24 jSecond 304 153 401 317 + 4 - 21Third 7584 7058 7272 9814 + 29 + 35Fourth 1098 952 1102 1726 + 57 + 57FISCAL YEAR JULY 1 — JUNE 30



R E C E I V E D

S E P  1 0 1 9 8 5
tucisTun 
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W illiam  R . Purring ton
Equity Qualified Agent 
3301 C. St., Suite 500 
Anchorage, A K  99503 
(907) 561-5355

S e p t e m b e r  9, 1 9 8 5

C a r o l e  A.  B a e k e y .

D i r e c t o r ,  M a g i s t r a t e  S e r v i c e s  

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

3 0 3  K  S t r e e t  - - ........- -
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1

R E :  S m a l l  C l a i m s  - H . B .  1 18

D e a r  M s .  B a e k e y :

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  to d a t e  b y  t h e  

A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  

to m e ,  w e  b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  a c h a n g e  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0  

a s  t h e  l i m i t  f o r  s m a l l  c l a i m  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

f i l i n g s .

W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  s a i d  f i l i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  

a n d  t h a t  a f e e  a m o u n t  r e l a t e d  to t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  

b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

W e  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a t t o r n e y s  a t  s m a l l  c l a i m s  

p r o c e e d i n g s  is n o t  c u r r e n t l y  a n  i s s u e ,  a n d  w e  d o  n o t  c a r e  to 

c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  a f a i r - s i z e d  f i s c a l  

n o t e  o n  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  i n c r e a s e s  a r e  

i n e v i t a b l e  a n y w a y ,  b a s e d  u p o n  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s .  W e  d o  b e l i e v e ,  

a l l  f a c t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  c l a i m s  l i m i t  

s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  to $ 5 , 0 0 0 .

W e  a w a i t  y o u r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .

Res

W i l l i a m  R. P u r r i n g t o n

W R P / b p

Agent
• THE EQUITABLE UFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY O f  THE UN H ID  STATES 

1285 Avenueofthe Americas. New York, N.Y. 10019 
Individual and Croup Life and Health Insurance and Annuities
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Bill/Resolution N o .: CSHB 118 (JUD,
Tide : Small Claims'JUNSflTCTlonal

.im.itat.inn.

Sponsor:
Requestor:______
Date o f Request:,

Agency Affected: Alaska Court System 
Inal uourts

B R U

Components:,

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

| OPERATING F Y  86 F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y 9 1

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

143.5 152.1 161.2 170.9 181.2

i?.n m , i  . .13.5 .. 34 .3 15.2
■2.5 ?  -7 ? .q 3.1 3.3

iq. q *

TO TA L OPERATING 177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

C A PITA L

REV E N U E

F U N D IN G  : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

177.9 167.5 177.6 188.3 199.7

177  9 i67.5 iZZ.,6 .. 1SL.2 .. JLS5...Z
P O S IT IO N S  :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
2 7 2 2 2

A N A L Y S IS  : Attach a separate page i f  necessary
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D ivision : —  ^ D a t e :  1/21/B L

£

Approved by Commissioner;.'__________________
Agency:   Alaska Court System

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page

Date:
1/31/86

10/25/85

J  1.-5 S

Z 2'



ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

CSHB 118 (JUD) - SMALL CLAIMS JURISDICTION LIMITATION

FISCAL IMPACT

The Civil Division of the Anchorage Clerk's Office, which is the court 

location with the greatest number of small claims filings, anticipates that a 

jurisdictional increase from $2,000 to $5,000 would result in a 75-100% 

increase in small claims filings. A similar increase in filings is expected 

statewide.

A small number of these cases would be matters previously handled in 

District Court. Most would be new to the system, representing legal problems 

with a relatively low dollar amount involved for which persons are reluctant 

to incur the costs entailed for an attorney, but which they wish to handle 

themselves in small claims court.

Additionally, some litigants would be willing to waive the amount of 

their claim over $5,000 and proceed in small claims court, balancing the 

waiver of the claim amount against the savings in attorney fees in small 

claims.

Additional clerical help will be required. The small claims procedures 

involve an extensive amount of clerical assistance, including mailing notices 

for litigants and substantial time expended in advising the public. General 

District Court matters require only simple filing and journaling of documents. 

This impact could be handled by the addition of four (4) permanent full-time 

positions and two (2) permanent part-time positions. These personnel costs 

and other related costs are summarized on the attached sheet.



A L A S K A  C O U k T  S Y S T E M  

CSHB 118 - SMALL C L A I M S  J U R I S D I C T I O N A L  L I M I T A T I O N

F I S C A L  I M P A C T

Sa l a r y  B e n e f i t s  Total

P e r s onnel:

A nchorage:
C ourt
Court

Clerk
Clerk

I - Range 
I - Range

8B,
8B,

PF T
P F T

$20,244
20 , 2 4 4

$7,577
7,577

$27,821
27 , 8 2 1

Fairbanks: 
C o u r t  Clerk I - Range 8B, P F T 22,836 8,160 30 , 9 9 6

Juneau:
Court Clerk I - Range 8B, P F T 20,244 7 , 577 2 7 , 8 2 1

Palmer:
C o urt Clerk

. i

I - Range 8B, P P T 10,440 3,881 1 4 , 3 2 1

Kenai:
C o u r t Clerk I - Range 8B, P P T 10,758 3,Su'3 1 4 , 7 2 1

T otal P e r s o n n e l  1 4 3 , 5 0 1

Contractual:

T e l e p h o n e  service, postage, rental copiers, e q u i p m e n t  
m a i n t enance, etc. 12,000

I-

Supplies:

File folders, co p i e r  paper, forms, desk supplies, etc. 2 , 500

E q u i pment: (one-time items)

N e w  e m p l o y e e  e q u i p m e n t  - desk, c h a i r  and t y p e w r i t e r  • 1 3 , 8 4 8
O t her e q u i p m e n t  - file cabinets, tables, chairs, etc. 6,100

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t  19,948

T otal F Y  87 Cost $177,949

S u b s e q u e n t  fiscal y e a r s  ad j u s t e d  to r e f l e c t  6% inflation.



R E C E I V E D

SEP 101985

awisTMn —tavicffi-
W illiam  R. Pu rring ton
Equity Qualified Agent 
3301 C.St., Suite 500 
Anchorage, A K  99503 
(907)561-5355

S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 8 5

C a r o l e  A .  B a e k e y
D i r e c t o r ,  M a g i s t r a t e  S e r v i c e s

A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
3 0 3  K S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1

R E :  S m a l l  C l a i m s  -  H . B .  118

D e a r  M s .  B a e k e y :

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g a t h e r e d  t o  d a t e  b y  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  Commerce L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  an d  f o r w a r d e d  
t o  me, we b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  a c h a n g e  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0  
a s  t h e  l i m i t  f o r  s m a l l  c l a i m  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  d o u b l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
f i l i n g s .

We a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  s a i d  f i l i n g s  s h o u l d  be r a i s e d  
a n d  t h a t  a f e e  a m o u n t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  

b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

We a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a t t o r n e y s  a t  s m a l l  c l a i m s  
p r o c e e d i n g s  i s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  an i s s u e ,  a n d  we d o  n o t  c a r e  t o  

c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .

We r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  a f a i r - s i z e d  f i s c a l  
n o t e  o n  t h e  b i l l ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  i n c r e a s e s  a r e  
i n e v i t a b l e  a n y w a y ,  b a s e d  u p o n  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s .  We d o  b e l i e v e ,  
a l l  f a c t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  c l a i m s  l i m i t  

s h o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .

We a w a i t  y o u r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .

W i l l i a m  R .  P u r r i n g t o n

W R r / b p

Agem
' THE EQUITABLE UFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY O f THE UNITED STATES 

12B5 Avenue o f the Americas, New Yorit,N.Y. 10019 
Individual and C roup  Life and Health Insurance and Annuities
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM SMALL CLAIMS FILINGS FY 85Ju d ic ia lD istr ic t LocationJuneauKetchikanSitkaPetersburgWrangellD istr ict Total

CaseFilin gsl f 671 323 186 129 1182,427

Percent of State11.70%2.26%1.30%0.90%0.83%16.99%
NomeBarrowKotzebueD istrict Total

1688960317
1.17%0.62%0.42%
2 . 21%

A n c h o r a g ePalmerKenaiHomerKodiakSewardDillinghamGlennallenCordovaValdezUnalaskaD istrict Total

6,754 1,158 592 364 331 146 ■ 144 134 85 65 419,814

47.27%
8.11%4.14%2.55%2.32%1 . 02%1 . 01%0.94%0.60%0.46%0.29%68.71%FairbanksBethelTok 1,47522526 10.33%1.58%0.18%D istrict Total 1,726 12.09%

Statewide Total 14,284 1 0 0 . 0 0 %



DISTRICT COURTS 
SMALL CLAIMS CASE FILINGSFY 82 - FY 85

COURT FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 % INC4 EASEFY 82 FY 85 FY 84 FY 85
Anchorage 5306 4918 5041 6754 + 27 + 34 i
Barrow 104 43 74 89 -  14 + 20
Bethel 321 154 134 225 - 30 + 68
Cordova 63 83 105 85 + 35 -  19
Dillingham 72 57 45 144 +100 +220
Fairbanks 767 777 946 1475 + 92 + 56
Glennallen 224 174 253 134 - 40 -  47
Homer 201 391 (_ 312 364 + 81 + 17
Juneau 1273 1133 1159 1671 + 31 + 44
Kenai 405 308 426 592 + 46 + 39
Ketchikan 328 311 417 323 - 2 -  23
Kodiak 240 156 222 331 + 38 + 49
Kotzebue 119 43 219 60 - 50 - 73
Nome 81 67 108 168 +107 + 56 !
Palmer 841 578 651 1158 + 38 + 78 ;
Petersburg 19 90 109 , 129 4579 + 18
Seward 80 162 68 146 + 83 +115
Sitka 241 226 152 186 - 23 + 22
Tok 10 21 22 26 +160 + 18
Unalaska 34 59 48 41 + 21 - 15
Valdez 118 172 101 65 - 45 - 36 I
Wrangell 75 46 123 118 + 57 - 4
TOTAL 10922 9969 10735 14284 + 31 + 33 H

BY JUDICIAL DISTRICT

First 1936 1806 1960 2427 + 25 + 24
Second 304 153 .401 317 + 4 - 21
Third 7584 7058 7272 9814 + 29 + 35
Fourth 1098 952 1102 1726 + 57 + 57

FISCAL YEAR JULY 1 —  JUNE 30



COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

3/11/85

.FURTHER:( FINANCE
DateMr. PresidentThe Committee on JUDICIARY____________________ considered________relatin g to sm all.claim s, and the duties of m agistrates; efd.CSHB 118(Jud)

and ^a^maioritv of the conmiittee} (the committee) reports i t  back with the following recommends! ions-;—do pass( ] do pass with attached amendment(s)CS fornew t i t le  same t i t l e  and recommendsand attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" reports i t  back without recommendationrecommends referral to ________MEMBERS SIGNING
[ ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

CommitteeMEMBERS HAVING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman recommendation




