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&lasfea g>tate Hegtelature

Senate

Committee on
Community ant Regional Affairs

April 16, 1985

i\swen v
Juneau Alaska 996n

Official Business

Mr. George Crowther

Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corp
248 E. Dahlia

Palmer, AK 99645

Dc... Crowther

1 enjoyed chattin? with you about
the 5utn Colony Anniversary Celebration that

you are busy putting together. It sounds
wonderful and I am only sorry that | very likely
will not have returned frcm California with my
Mother's furniture in time to share in the
celebration.

Attached is a copy of ine informa-
tion that | showed you on the book by Mr.
Orlando W. Miller, "The Frontier in Alaska and
the Matanuska Colony". | am also including
a copy of the FER Executive Order that | obtained
through the Law Library.

o Good luck to you and your important
festivities!

Sincerely,

MU M
onne M. Alford (Miss)
P.S. | hope | am able
to get one of your bing\j
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6953: Jan. 25 Certain part time employees, paid from emergency funds
administered by the Interior Sec’y and Public Works Administrator, ex-
ggyzted from the salary classification established of E. 0. 6746 of June 21,

6953-A: Jan. 28* Agreement between certain members of the Painting,
Paperhanging and Decorating Division of the Construction Industry and
certain employees in Wheeling, W. Va., approved.

* H«« form of a proclamation.

6953-B.oan. 29* Agreement between certain members of the Painting,
Paperhanging and Decorating Division of the Construction Industry and
certain employees in Natrona County, Wyo., approved.

* Has form of a proclamation.

6954: Jan. 31 Amendment to the Code of Fair Competition for the Dis-
tilled Spirits Rectifying Industry approved.

6955: Jan. 31 Code of Fair Competition for the  tomobile Manufac-
turing Industry amended. XXI NRA Codes 203.

6955-A: Feb. 1 Wool Textile Work Assi?nment Board charged with
administering Paragraph 2 of Section I11 of the Wool Textile Code until
?éoddays after the report of said Board to the President. XXI NRA
odes 577.

6956: Feb. 4 E. 0. 6917 of Dec. 11, 1934, creating the Federal Prison
Industries, Inc., amended to correct the spelling of the names of two
members of the Board of Directors.

6957: Feb. 4 Certain described lands in Alaska withdrawn for classifi-
cation and in aid of such legislation as may hereafter be proposed.

6958: Feb. 4 Certain described lands in Nevada reserved for the use of
the Navy Dept, in connection with the Hawthorne Ammunition Depot.

6959: Feb. 4 Tongass National Forest, Alaska, diminished and the ex-
cluded lands restored to entry under applicable land laws.

6960: Feb. 4 Killcuhook Migratory Bird Refuge, N. J., enlarged by the
addition of certain lands, subject to use of the Commerce Dept, in con-
nection with the Finns Point Rear Light Station.

6961: Feb. 4 Trust period on allotments to Indians of the Klamath
Reservation, Oreg. expiring during 1935, extended for 10 years.

6962: Feb. 4 Trust period on allotments to Indians of the Colville Res-
ervation, Wash, expiring during 1935, extended for 10 years.
[5871









WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND
Revised edition
Roderick Nash

“Roderick Nash has expanded his masterly 1967 study of the wilderness
mystique and the ambivalent" American attitude toward the wilderness by
the addition of a new preface, two new chapters and a new epilogue. In the
preface he considers recent psychological and anthropological observations
on man’s prehistoric past as a factor in producing this ambivalence, while
the new chapters cover the battles to save Grand Canyon and Echo Park
from dams and discuss the appeal of ‘ecology’ and the ‘paradise’ aspects of
nature to the counter-culture. The epilogue is a sober look at the results of
successful wilderness legislation and the attendant publicity — pressure on
wilderness areas so intense that only if access is strictly controlled and lim-
ited can they be preserved for— and from — their admirers.” — Pacific
Historian

“Engrossing and provocative reading for all interested in this country’s
history and future.... The author critically describes man’s attitudes to-
ward a state of nature he feared, romanticized, felt he had to conquer and
change, wished to preserve, used as a refuge from an unsatisfactory culture,
and in most cases despoiled. The concepts are traced from the ancient sym-
bol of the Garden of Eden to our present conservation controversies.” —
Books of the Souihwest

Yale University Press New Haven and London



The Frontier in Alaska and
THE M aTANUSKA COLONY

Orlando W. Miller

Because of its vastness and its sparse popu-
lation, Alaska excites the imagination and
encourages thoughts associated with past
frontiers. This is the story of the frontier
in Alaska that persisted after Frederick
Jackson Turner’s famous announcement in
the 1890s of the end of the western frontier
and of the impact of free land on America’s
development. It is also a definitive case
study of the only government-subsidized
settlement program established in a near-
frontier region.

Basing his study on a broad range of
sources, Orlando Miller documents the ef-
forts to colonize and develop Alaska be-
tween 1900 and the early 19308, from the
gold stampedes through the New Deal
projects. He then details the history of the
Matanuska Colony from its establishment
in 1935 up to the 1970s. Although Alaskans
hailed the creation of an agricultural com-
munity as a benefit to the territory, they de-
plored its cost, misunderstood its character
as a relief measure, and disagreed with New
Deal officials about what kind of people
should settle the land. Years after the initial
settlement, the colony was, seen as a total
failure. Ironically, however, the valley
eventually developed into the only approxi-
mation of an agricultural area in Alaska.

"The first major book on Alaska in many
years. An eloquent commentary on the
frontier syndrome as it survives today. In
the course of describing what Alaska was
really like between 1900 and 1930, Miller
gives us the most realistic account of the
Giant of the North | have ever read.” —
Howard R. Lamar

Orlando W. Miller is a professor of history
at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

ISBN 0-300-01638-7

Jacket photo: Matanuska Colony farm about
1936. Courtesy of University of Alaska Archives.
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FORT-1 ANCHORAGE LAW LIBRARY

Hz 7
Please provide a complete citation for any item you cannot locate
in"the library. Be. sure to indicate the source of your citation.
Recuest:
ot /C3C
IC1
) Pa”>- 0 )Tau~$
| \

>1 \

Source of Citation: (Title and page number of document where above

citation was found)

JAN2 9 19"5

LAW LISRASY

Name:
Phone:
Data of Request: J

This information will be of no use to me after
(Date)
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11,

12,

13 .

14.

15.

16.

The Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corporation - 1935 - 1985

February 4, 1935, Executive Order No. 6957, by President Roosevelt

set aside 8,000 acres of land in the Matanuska Valley from
Homestead entry.

Funds appropriated under the federal Emergency Relief Act of 1935

would be used for financing a colonization project for the Matanuska

Valley, Alaska.

Early February of 1935, articles of incorporation for the Alaska
Rehabilitation Corporation were drawn up in Washington, D.C. and
rushed to the Governor of Alaska 1in Juneau for adoption by the
1935 Legislative Session.

So, was born the Matanuska Valley Colonization Project.

The project marked the beginning of a new era for Alaska.

Mr. Don L. 1Irwin of the Matanuska Valley Agricultural Experiment
Station at Matanuska became the first General Manager of the

Project.

20 families for the colony were selected from the states of
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.

The families arrived to a tent city ir. Palmer, Alaska, during
mid and late May of 1935.

By November of 1935 most of the new families were established
in newly constructed homes and outbuildings.

The A_R_.R.C. 1is administered by a nine member Board of Directors.

The ARRC 1is, and functions as a lending institution for agricul —
tural developers in the state of Alaska.

The ARRC represents the Federal Land Bank of Spokane, and acts as
an agent for the Department of Revenue for the State of Alaska
for Agricultural development loans.

As of today the ARRC has assets of some two million dollars and
no liabilities.

Rural

The ARRC has a lifetime 1into perpetuity, but, 1if conditions change,

or warrants, our first offer for "take-over™ goes to the State
of Alaska.

1985 marks the 50th year of the ARRC. The ARRC 1is one of--

if not the only entity of it"s kind--created under the Federal
Emergency Relief Act of 1933--actively engaged 1in it"s original
mission.

The ARRC plans a two day anniversary celebration slated for
June 8 and 9, 1985.



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Saturday, June 8th -- Parade, City of Palmer
Parade Reception following
Banquet that evening
Sunday, June 9th - Grand picnic -- Alaska State Fair Grounds
City of Palmer, Mat-Su Borough, Palmer Chamber of Commerce -
Churches -- Organizations -- All preparing something extra--
something special.
The "sale"” of "re-coined"” anniversary bingles -- wused in the
Trading Post
As a medium of "exchange™ for purchasing commodities.
A finder®"s dream -- 50 years of searching -- and, last
Spring, 1984 -- 1located the remains of the bingle "dies™
in a Seattle warehouse -- what a find!!
ARRC manager - George Crowther -- wife Betty
ARRC secretary - Marjorie Matlock -- husband Bob
The staff

As for myself - Louis Odsather - I have been associated with
the project from 1its infancy -- arriving on the scene from
Anchorage, Alaska 1in late May of 1935.
I started as an employee of the commissary, and 1in a short
period of time became the store®"s department manager for the
entire project.
I have served on the Board of Directors from February of 1949.
And hold the seniority listing amongst the Board Members.
I turned aside last October, the Presidency of the ARRC which
I had held for many years -- 1in order that I might fulfill my
duties as Chairman of the 50th anniversary celebration committee.
To date we have our planned agenda under control ... the results
of which will be dependant upon the outcome of monies to fulfill
the programming agenda.
OQur efforts are directed to those 202 families that came to,
and pioneered a new Alaska... their endeavors, their tenacity...
their sacrifices ... have contributed to making Alaska great.
Let"s wish them a glorious 50th....

The ALASKA RURAL REHABILITATION

/s/ Louis Odsather

A member of the Board

CORP.



XT. 26, A_R.3.C. fOth CCLC:<Y ANNI®"/cRSARY CcT"BHATION" JUNE
3th - 9th, 1935
PROPOSED BUDGET - INCOME i EXPENSES
¥. ED 01?7 AILATTEXANCE C? *+00

PARADE FLOAT BAX FAVORS (SATURDAY: 3th) $ 500,00

PARADE RECEPTION BOROUGH"GYMNASIUM OR
*00 © 35.00 2,.000.00
FINGER FOOD*--COFFEE — ROLLS - SNACKS
(GET ACQUAINTED GATHERING® ET AL)

BANQUET __ TABLES CHAIRSLINEN DINNERWARS _ (SAT)
JANITORIAL™ TRUCK/TRANSPORTATION _ (8th)
FOOD ET~AL 400 @ $30,00 12-000,00
PICNIC; FAIRGROUNDS _TABLSS_CHAIRS_PAFSR GCODS_
TRUCK?TRXN3PORTATICN_  FOOD ET AL (SUNDAY)
**ca @ $10.00 Oth) ** 00».0€e
BUS TRANSPORTATION__FA IHGROUNDS TO AND FROM PALMER __ (SUNDAY)
CHARTER - 12j00 to 6100 P.M. 500,00"
HALL/FACILITIES RENTAL UTILITIES SET-UPS __
BANQUET — FAIRGROUNDS 2 DAIS 500-00

LABOR™ TRUCKING-_VEHICTB™ EXPENSE
TRANSPORTING  TA3LSS CHAIRS SUPPLIES
SET*UPS JANITORIAL ~__

200 HRS LABOR @ $15,00 3,000.100
VEHICLE RENTAL 2 DAYS PLUS EXTRA
BEFORE™ AND AFTER **00.00

OFFICE AND ADMINISTRATION: EXPENSES
TYPING MAILING: COPYING COMPUTERIZATION___
PARCEL POST; _TELEPHONE TELEGRAM DAILY MILEAGE
LUNCHEONS __ (**00 PIECES OF COMMUNICATION: EACH" OF)**
(3EVEHAL,. OR MANY"TIMES.) 1,50*.00

REGISTRATIONIEXPENSE

RIBBONS*BADGESiPUS-

PRS-REGISTRATI8BN" LA30R. & EXPENSE

REGISTRATION DAY. AT BOOTH LA302 **00 @$2.50
SNACKSJUGWUP DURING"REGISTRATION DAY 00" @ 1.50
SCRAP BOOK COVERSMANNIVERSARY ™ SOUVENIRS 300 @ 2.50

COLONY BOOKLET 50 YEARS OF PROGRESS
BY "MAP MAKERS" **00 @ 5.00 2,000.00"

CASSETTEJ/IDEOJ RPENSCORDLNGS FERSCNAL INTERVIEWS 200 @ 10.00 2,000-00



$ 4,250.00

SUB" TOTAL

CONSIDER SPECIAL DIGNITARIES
FEDERAL __ STATESIDS STATS"___
BOROUGH  MUNICIPALITY
SENATORS "™ REPRESENTATIVES

STEVENS-YOUNG-MURKOWSKI - ROOSEVELT - GOVERNORS
FROM MCHIGANJ/I1SCONSDFJIJINNS™iOTA _
TRANSPORTATION-LODGING- ETC; 1C,PO0.DC

MEMORIAL TO COLONY PROJECT OF 1935
TOWN. SQUARE LIBRARY" AREA _ _

BRONZE PLAQUES - FOUR SIDED MONUMENT
NAMES OF EACH FAMILY"COLONIST OF
MICHIGAN* WI3CONSDTIHNNES OTA

AID

FOURTH* SIDE — TALLEY" HOMESTEADERS

ARTISTICALLY" LONE ROCK-WORK__
DEDICATION INSCRIBED"

($25,000.00 to $50,000.00) 50,00C.00

FINAL SUB TOTAL $95,250.00

LESS® SALE INCOME OF SINGLES
1,00C SETS @ $15.00 15,000.00

TOTAL

t $0,000.00
TPOSSIBLE ADDED 3INGLS INCOME)

(FROM: A.R.R.C*,. 3UIGIS STOCK )
("SHOULD SALES GO OVER: 1,000.00)



