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P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s  t o  C S H B  312

P a g e  1, L i n e  28, a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " p a r c e l s "  i n s e r t  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :

", e x c e p t  f o r  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s , "

P a g e  2, a d d  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  rea d :

* Sec. 2. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  
l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1  
(d) a b o v e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  

t h e n  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  s u i t a b l e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  
l a n d s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  a p p r a i s e d  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  U p o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s ,  t h e  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e '  ^ e s c r i b e d  in 

s u b s e c t i o n  (d) o f  s e c t i o n  1 a b o v e  s...u. e i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  t h e
r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  t h e r e  .r s h a l l  b e  
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a p p r a i s a l  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

l a n d s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

A r e a  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  
r e v e n u e s  as t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  in 
t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1  (d) a b o v e .  T h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 9 4 5  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  a s  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  
f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .



■»

O f f e r e d :  4 / 3 0 / 8 5

R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  G o l l ,  D u n c a n ,

M . M . M i l l e r  a n d  B i n k l e y

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  S Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1 2  ( F i n a n c e )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F O U R T E E N T H  L E G :  S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

7 A r e a . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  i y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 0  S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 1 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  ( a )  T h e

1 1  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d

1 2  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a

1 3  f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r

1 4  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e

1 5  a r e a .

1 6  ( b )  T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( d )  o f

17  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e

1 8  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f

1 9  G u s t a v u s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

2 0  ( c )  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  m a n a g e  h u n t i n g ,  ' i s h -

2 1  i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e

2 2  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z i n g ,

2 3  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i r .  , a n d  b e r r y  p i c k i r g  u n d e r

2 4  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t

2 5  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u d e

2 6  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

2 7  ( d )  T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n c  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e -

2 8  s c r i b e d  p a r c e l s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

2 9  A r e a :

CSHB 312(Fin)



1 T o w n s h i p  4 0  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  5 8  E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n

2  S e c t i o n  2 :  W l / 2

3 S e c t i o n  3

4  S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0

5 S e c t i o n  . W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  W l / 2

6 S e c t i o n  1 4 :  L o t  3,  N W 1 / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  1 5

8 S e c t i o n  1 6 :  N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4

CSHB 3 12(Fin) - 2 -



* Se c .  2. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a / t h  t r u s t  
l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d / I n  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1  
(d) a b o v e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  
t h e n  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  s u i t a b l e  s h a t e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  
l a n d s  o f  eqijal v a l u e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e / a p p r a i s e d  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  trust'Nlva n d s . U p o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  /lands, t h e  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n o e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in 
s u b s e c t i o n  (d) o f  s e c t i o n  1 a b p v e s h a l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  a n d  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  t h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  be 
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n c W f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s / r h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  at. t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a p p r a i s a l  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s \ f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
l a n d s  to b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  D u d e N z r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a  h a v e  at l e a s t  eq(ial p o t e n t i a l \ f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  
r e v e n u e s  as t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  in 
t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  16 . 20 .0 3 l \ ( d )  a b o v e .  T h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  /38.0 5 . 9 4 5  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  a s  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  
f o r  t h e  m e n t a l / h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d \ i n  t h e  D u d e  
C r e e k  Critical. H a b i t a t  A r e a .  \

P a g e  2, a d d  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER:
RESOURCES
FINANCE

5/3/85

Mr. President

The Committee on C&RA considered CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin)

e stablishing the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area.

and ( a  ma jority of the committee^ (the committee) reports it back with 
the following recommendations:

QC do pass

do pass with attached amendment(s)

^ c l P f o rreplace w i th /or adopt* 
n e w  title
same title and recommends

Cs JUj m  3/a j A)

and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" 

reports it back without recommendation 

recommends referral to

[ ] N E W  FISCAL NOTE

Committee

MEMBE.'.S 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
O THER RECOMMENDATIONS

v— \

1 /

Chairman ~

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n



O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  G o l l ,  D u n c a n ,

M . M . M i l l e r  a n d  B i n k l e y

B Y  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A M D  

I N  T H E  H O U S E  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1 2  ( C & R A )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

A r e a . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 1 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  (a) T h e

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  

e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  

f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  

a r e a .

(b) T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (d) o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

G u s t a v u s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

(c) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  m a n a g e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h ­

in g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z i n g ,  

f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  b e r r y  p i c k i n g  u n d e r  

t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

(d) T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e ­

s c r i b e d  parcel., a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

i A r e a :

-1- SCS CSHB 312(C&RA)



O fficial B u s in e s s

glatffea H>tate legislature

S e n a t e  

Committee on 

Community anti ftcstonal Affairs

Members.
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator Sturgulewski 
Senator V Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

A p r i l  29, 1 9 8 6

TO: S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s

F R O M :  T r u d i e  A l f o r d ,  A i d e " ^ ^ ^

S U B J : N e w  M a t e r i a l  f o r  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g  T o d a y

T h e  a t t a c h e d  letters w e r e  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
p a c k e t s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  C & R A  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g .

(a) L t r  f r o m  J a m e s  B. G o t t s t e i n  d t e d  4 - 2 2 - 8 6  o n  
HB 312.

(b) M e m o r a n d u m  f r o m  S c o t t  A. B u r g e s s ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e ,  d t d  4 - 2 9 - 8 6  o n  HR

cc: S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n
S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r  
S e n a t o r  C o g h i L l
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JA M  E S  B . G O T T S T E I N
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Z  5 \98b4 0 6  G  S T R E E T .  S U I T E  2 0 6  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  r i S O I  

1 9 0 7 1  2 7 4 - 7 6 8 6
A P R

A p r i l  22, 1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

Re: C S H B  312 (Fin)

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

O n  A p r i l  21, 1 9 8 6  I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  A p r i l  16, 1 9 8 6  l e t t e r  
r e q u e s t i n g  I p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  Y o u  
s h o u l d  p r o p e r l y  a d d r e s s  t h i s  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s .  It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  s o m e  3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  o f  4 , 1 0 0  

a c r e s  i n i t i a l l y  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  
a r e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  l a n d s .

I a m  s o r r y  t h a t  y o u r  S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  C a u c a s  m a d e  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  i t  did, b e c a u s e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  m y s e l f  a n d  D a v i d  W a l k e r  h a d  a l l  w o r k e d  o u t  a n  
a p p r o a c h  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  t o  
p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a c r e a g e  p r o p o s e d .

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  
t h e  I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  L a n d s  C o m m i s s i o n  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  
f u n d e d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a p p r a i s a l s  a n d  a u d i t s  o n  M e n t a l  
H e a l t h  l a nds. O t h e r w i s e ,  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  l a n d s  c o u l d  b e  i n  l i m b o  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

A s  a l w a y s ,  I a m  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s .

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l  

B o b  A r n o l d  
D a v i d  W a l k e r

J B G / t v d
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Original sponsors

W O R K  D R A F T

Goll, Duncan,
M . M . M i l l e r  and Binkley

Bradley 
3/1* 86,

W O R K  D R A F T

k i i i  ih M k l 3((({gto 

(IScAttkd in 3/to/fe 
l O o r "  u z B D

BY THE C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G IONAL
IN THE HOUSE A F FAIRS  COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS F O R  HOUSE BILL NO. 312 (C&RA)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

FOURTE E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the Dude Creek Critical Habitat

Area."

BE IT E N ACT ED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20 is a m ended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 16.20.231. D UDE CREEK C R I TICAL H A B I T A T  AREA. (a) The 

purpose of the Dude Creek Critical H a bitat A r e a  is the p r o t e c t i o n  and 

enhancement of the wet m e a d o w  h a bitat that is the key r o o s t i n g  area 

for m i g r a t i n g  lesser sandhill cranes, for the p r o t e c t i o n  of lesser 

sandhill cranes, and for the continued public use and enjoyment of the 

a r e a .

(b) The Dude Creek Cri tical Habitat A r e a  de scr i b e d  in (d) of 

this section shall be m a n a g e d  unde r a m a n a g e m e n t  plan p r e p a r e d  b y  the 

D epartment of Fish and Game in consu l t a t i o n  with the c o m m unity of 

Gustavus and appro ved by the Board of Game.

(c) The D e partment of Fis h and Game shall m a n a g e  hunting, f i s h­

ing, and trapping w i t h i n  the Dude Creek Critical H a bit at Area. The 

Depart m e n t  of Fish and Game shall permit public access, grazing, 

firewoo d harvesting, w i l d l i f e  viewing, hiking, and berr y picking under 

the m a n a g e m e n t  plan a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (b) of this section to the extent 

that the activities are c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p u rp ose for w h i c h  the Dude 

Creek Critical Habitat A r e a  was established.

(d) The state-owned  land and w a t e r  w i t h i n  the following d e­

scribed parcels are d e s i g n a t e d  as the Dude Creek Criti cal Habitat 

A r e a :

- 1 -  S C S  C S H B  3 1 2 ( C & R A )



W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

Township AO South, Range 58 East, Copper River  M e r i d i a n  

Section 2: Wl/2

Section 3 

Sections 9 - 1 0  

Section 11: -J1/2NE1/4, Wl/2

Section 14: Lot 3, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4

Section 15

Section 16: Nl/2, SEl/4

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 16.20.231(d), the commis s i o n e r  of natural 

resources shall identify  and appraise the m e ntal h e a l t h  trust land included 

in the parcels d e s c r ibed in AS 16.20.231 (d) as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of this 

Act. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a tural  resources shall also identify and 

appraise state general grant land of equal v a l u e  to r e plac e the appraised 

me n t a l  h ealth trust land d e s c ribe d in AS 16.2.0.231(d). Upon identificat ion 

and appraisal of the r e p l a c e m e n t  general grant land, the m e n t a l  h e alth  

trust land in the parcels descr i b e d  in AS 16.20.231(d) shall be included in 

the Dude C r e e k  Cri tical H a bitat Area, and the r e p l a c e m e n t  general grant 

land shall be m a n a g e d  by the commissions of n a t u r a l  resources as mental 

h e a l t h  trust land. The c o mmission er of n a tu ral res ources shall ensure that 

at the time of the appra i s a l  the r e p l a c e m e n t  land for the m e n t a l  h ea lth 

trust land to be incl uded in the Dude C reek Criti c a l  H a bitat A r e a  has at 

least equal p o t e n t i a l  for g e n e r a t i n g  revenue as the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust 

land co ntained in the parcels d e s c rib ed in AS 16.20.231(d). AS 38.05.945 

applies to the d e s i g n a t i o n  of g e n eral grant land as r e p l a c e m e n t  land for 

the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust land included in the Dud e Cr eek Critical Habitat 

A r e a .

S C S  C S H E  3 1 2 ( C & R A ) - 2 -
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Original sponsors: Goll, Duncan, ® SliC.-

M . M . M i l l e r  and Binkley D^-'T’S -'

BY THE C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G IONAL
IN THE H O U S E  A F FA IRS COMMIT TEE

SENATE CS F O R  CS F O R  HOUSE BILL NO. 312 (C&RA)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A Bl.'L

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the Dude C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  Habitat

A r e a . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sect ion 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 16.20.231. DUDE CREEK C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  AREA. (a) The

pu rpose of the Dud e C r e e k  Criti cal H a bit at A r e a  is the p r o t e c t i o n  and 

enhanc e m e n t  of the w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  that is the k e y  r o o s t i n g  aria 

for m i g r a t i n g  lesser sandhill cranes, for the p r o t e c t i o n  of lesser 

sandhill cranes, and for the contin ued p u bl ic use and e n j o y m e n t  of the 

area.

(b) The Dude C r e e k  Critical Habitat Area d e s c r i b e d  in (d) of 

this section shall be m a n a g e d  under a m a n a g e m e n t  plan p r e p a r e d  b y  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the c o m m u n i t y  of 

Gustavus and a p p r o v e d  b y  the B oard of Game.

(c) The D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game shall m a n a g e  hunting, f i s h­

ing, and trapping w i t h i n  the Dude C r e e k  Critical H a b i t a t  Area. The 

De p a r t m e n t  of Fi sh and Game shall permit public access, grazing, 

firewoo d harvesting, w i l d l i f e  viewing, hiking, and b e r r y  p i c k i n g  under 

the m a n a g e m e n t  plan a d o p t e d  u nder (b) of this section to the extent

that the activitie s are compatibl e w i t h  the purpose for w h i c h  the Duae

Creek Cr itical H a bitat A r e a  was established.

(d) The state- o w n e d  land and w a t e r  wit .in the f o l l o w i n g  d e­

scribed parcels are d e s i g n a t e d  as the Dude Creek C r i t i c a l  Habitat 

Area:

S C S  C S H B  3 1 2 ( C & R A )



Townshi p AO South, Range 58 East, Copper Ri ver M e r i d i a n  

Section 2: Wl/2

Section 3 

Sections 9 - 1 0  

Section 11: W1/2NE1/4, Wl/2

Section M s  Lot 3, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4 

Section 15

Section 16: Nl/2, SEl/4

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 16.20.231(d), the commis s i o n e r  of natural 

resources shall identify  and appraise the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust land included 

in the parcels d e s c ribed in AS 16.20.231 (d) as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of this 

Act. The commis s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r esources shall also i d e n t i f y  and 

apprais e state gene ral grant land of equal v a l u e  to r e place the appraised 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust land d e s c ribed in AC 16.20.231(d). Upon i d e n t ification  

and appraisal of the r eplac e m e n t  general grant land, the m e n t a l  health 

trust land in the parcels d escribed in AS 16.20.231(d) shall be inclu ded in 

the Dude C reek Critical H a bitat Area, and the r e p l a c e m e n t  g e neral  grant 

land shall be m a n a g e d  by the c ommis s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources as m ental 

h e a l t h  trust land. The commissioner  of n a t u r a l  re sources shall ensure that 

at the time of the a ppraisal the r e p l a c e m e n t  land for the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

trust land to be includ ed in the Dude Cr eek C r i tical Habitat A r e a  has at 

least equal p o t e n t i a l  for gener a t i n g  r e venue as the m en tal h e a l t h  trust 

land co ntained in the parcels des cr i b e d  in AS 16.20.231(d). AS 38.05.945 

applies to the d e s i g n a t i o n  of g e n eral grant land as r e p l a c e m e n t  land for 

the m e ntal h e a l t h  trust land included in the Dude Cree k Critical  Habitat 

A r e a .
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O fficia l B u s in e s s

Alaska ibtate Hegtelature

S e n a t e  

Committee on 
Community anb Regional Affairs

Members'
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator SturgutewsKi 
Senalor V Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries, C h a ir r 'in

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

A p r i l  16, 1 9 8 6

J a m e s  B. G o t t s t e i n  
A t t o r n e y  a t  Lav;

406 G S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  206 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

S u b j e c t :  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H B  312 (Fin)

A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a

D e a r  Mr. G o t t s t e i n :

T h e  S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  C a u c u s  m a d e  a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
n o t  p a s s  a n y  b i l l s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  l a n d  w i t h d r a w a l s  w h i c h  
c o n t a i n e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  b i l l ,  h a s  

r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
a m e n d  H B  312 t o  e x c l u d e  a l l  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s .

A  c o p y  o f  C S H B  312 (Fin) is e n c l o s e d .  P l e a s e  a d v i s e  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  
v/ithin t h e  p r o p o s e d  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

Y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i l l  b e  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E d n a  D e V r i e s  
S e n a t o r

E n c l o s u r e

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l



P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s  t o  C S H B  312

P a g e  1, L i n e  28, a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " p a r c e l s "  i n s e r t  the 
f o l l o w i n g :

", e x c e p t  f o r  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s , "

P a g e  2, a d d  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  rea d :

* Sec. 2. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  
l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1
(d) a b o v e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  

t h e n  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  s u i t a b l e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  
l a n d s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  a p p r a i s e d  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  U p o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s ,  t h e  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in 

s u b s e c t i o n  (d) o f  s e c t i o n  1 a b o v e  s h a l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  a n d  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  t h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  b e  
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a p p r a i s a l  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

l a n d s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

A r e a  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  
r e v e n u e s  as t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  in 
t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1  (d) a b o v e .  T h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  c f  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 9 4 5  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  a s  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  
f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  D u d e  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .



O ffic ia l B u sin ess

Alaska H>tate Hegtelaturc
S e n a t e

Committee on 
Community anb Eegional Affairs

Members:
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senalor Sturguie*ski 
SenafrV Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

March 12, 1986

Tor Representative Peter Goll

From: Senator Edna DeVries, Chair

Community & Regional Affairs Committee

Subj: Dude Creek Critical Habitat Legislati on

The State Senate is making every effort to balance the current State 

budget, as well as plan ahead for the major revenue shortfall the State 
will experience in FY 1937.

In this regard a decision has been made that no Mental Health Lands 

will be included in any new land withdrawals or land classifications/ 
reclassifications.

The Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area as proposed in CSHB 312 (fin) includes 

Mental Health Lands. My committee will not act on the bill as it is pre­
sently drafted.

If you desire to re-write the bill so that it excludes all lands classified 

"Mental Health", please let me know and I will work with you on getting 
a revised bill through my committee.

cc: Robert D. Arnold, Dep Commissioner, Dept Natural Resources
Senator Dick Eliason 

C&RA Committee Members:
Senator Coghill 

Senator Ferguson 

Senator Vic Fischer 

Senator Sturgulewski



p  O  B O X  V 
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 0 1 1  

( 9 Q 7 J  A 6 5 - U 9 2 5

S t a t e  o f  A  l  a  s k  a
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S

M E M O R A N D U M  M a r c h  6, 1 9 8 6

TO: S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r

S U B J E C T :  B r i e f i n g  P a p e r  for H o u s e  B i l l  3 1 2

D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L o c a t i o n

G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a

L a n d  S t a t u s

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n - h o l d i n g s ;  t h e  p a r c e l  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  is s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  s e l e c t e d .  M u c h  o f  t h e  
a c r e a g e  is m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s ;  t h i s  i s s u e  is a d d r e s s e d  i n  
p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  l e t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

H i s t o r y

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G u s t a v u s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  s t a t u s  w a s  
s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  a c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  o p t i o n s .

T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s  e n d o r s e d  i n  a c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
r e f e r e n d u m  b y  a 6 6 - 2 5  v o t e .  A  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s i d e n t  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  f o r m e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e  t o  d e v e l o p  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  (House B i l l  312) a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  
G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  M a r c h  4, 1985.



P u r p o s e

T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
G u s t a v u s  is a m a j o r  r e s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  u s e s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  
m e a d o w  d u r i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  A p r i l - M a y  m i g r a t o r y  p e r i o d s .  

T h e  a d j a c e n t  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  is l i t t l e  u s e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .

T h e  c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a t  G u s t a v u s  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  in 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  T h e  
p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  
b l o c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  in t h e  a r e a .  T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  
f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s  is v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  a l t e r a t i o n  b y  
d r a i n i n g .  T h e  b i r d s  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  h u m a n  
p r e s e n c e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  G u s t a v u s  is d e s i g n e d  to 
g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a u t h o r i t y  to 

m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e s  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  w e t  m e a d o w  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
h a b i t a t  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  a l s o  m a k e  it c l e a r  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  h u m a n  u s e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  T h e  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a l s o  g i v e s  A D F S G  

c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  w o r k  i n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  G u s t a v u s  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  d r a f t i n g  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .
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H B  312

D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  s o i l s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  w e t l a n d s  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a n d  p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  m i g r a t i n g  
l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s .

In c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  t h ^  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  i n t e n d s  t h a t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  t. .pping 
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  
r e g u l a t i o n s  as e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  
G a m e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  u s e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  as 
h i s t o r i c  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l :  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  
h a r v e s t i n g ,  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  a n d  

g r a z i n g .  It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  l i s t e d  
u s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  

i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a r e a  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  
s p e c i f i c  f a c t  f i n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in G u s t a v u s ,  
p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  l i s t e d  u s e s  d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r .

T h o  D e p a r t m e n t  is to c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  
i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  
f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  In t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r m s  a l o c a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  
o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  

w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  e n t i t i e s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n .

April 10, 1985
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G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n

P.O. Box 62 
Gustavus, Alaska 99826

“'ebrusry 28, 1986

S e n a t o r  “U n a  D o w r i e s  
A l a n i a  3 tat a L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
■Tunean, A K  n ^8ll

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s ,

As y o u  are aware, the b i l l  "or a n  act *;o e s t a b l i s h  the D u d e  Creel: 
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  (CSHB 312) is to  b e  a d d r e s s e d  M a r c h  6, at 
the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  R e g i o n a l  A f f airs C o --r.ittee n e o t i n t .

I w o u l d  like to take this o p p o r t u n i t y  tc e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
f o r  this b i l l .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  '’or the "c r s n e  
flats" i n  G u s t a v u s  is a d r e a m  w e  h o p e  to 3ec r e a c h  f r u i t i o n  this 
s e s s i o n .  It b e g a n  as a grass roots m o v e m e n t  to p r o v i d e  legal 
h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  for the s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  th a t  r o o s t  here d u r i n g  
m i g r a t i o n .  F r a n k l y ,  t h i s  d i d  not me e t  w i t h  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  a p­
prova l .  U h a t  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  a p r o c e s s  of n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d  c o m­
pr o m i s e  was a p r o p o s a l  t h a t  does m e e t  the n e e d s  a n d  w i s h e s  of  most 
p e o p l e .  F o r  e xample, any p r e v i o u s  use of this land, i.e. pub l i c  
access, h u n t i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t ,  gra z i n g ,  etc. is a l l o w a b l e  and 
a s s u r e d  in the w o r d i n g  of this b i l l .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  for this b i l l  i n  J a n­
uary, 198k, in a r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  p o l l i n g  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  voter.
The r e s p o n s e  w a s  66 i n  f a v o r  and 2 £  op p o s e d .  La s t  
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d  the b i ll.

y e a r the G u s t a v u s

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  che cri t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the f o l l o w­
ing reasons:

1) it allows c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t i n g  uses
2) it w a s  c o n c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the c o m m u n i t y  and d e v e l o p e d  in the 

sp i r i t  of c o m p r o m i s e
3) this l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  

e c o n o m i c  theme in G u s t a v u s ,  i.e. r e c r e a t i o n ,  toxirism and 
r e s o u r c e  a t t r a c t i o n s .  I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  that w h a t  a p p e a r s  
to be i n t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t  n o w  w i l l  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  as e c o n o­
mic s t i m u l a t i o n  for the c o m m u n i t y  i n  the l o n g  run.

Th i s  b i l l  of f e r s  G u s t a v u s  a p r o m i s e  of c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  ac c e s s  and 
e n d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

F i l l  ism i-I. T a p t  o n  
P r e s i d e n t

F T / a m



Point Adolphus Seafoods
Go urmet Quality Alaskan Seafoods 

P .O . Box 63 • G u stavu s. A la sk a  99826 • (907) 697-2246

M a r c h  2, 1986

S e n a t o r  Ed na DeVries 
A laska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99311 

D e a r  Senato r DeVries:

This letter is in regard to CSHB 312, the Dude C r e e k  Critical 
Habitat Area. I a m  strongly in favor of this bill because it will 
provide f o r  the c o n t inuation of existing uses of this land, m ainly  
hunting and hiking. It also compliments the developing tourist 
industry locally, and I k n o w  of individuals who schedule their 
visits to Gustavus w h e n  they are most l ik ely to see sandhill cranes*

F o r  several years I hav e b e e n  wor king at compiling a h i sto ry 
of Gustavus, and I have records of a family w h i c h  visited relatives 
in Gustavus each fall in o r d e r  that they could hunt gg geose o n  the 
flats here. They did so for s-wne f i f t e e n  years, until 1939* w h e n  
they m o v e d  here. Additional!.y, w h e n  a po r t i o n  of Gustavus w h i c h  
h a d  b e e n  .incorporated into G l a c i e r  B a y  National Monument (in 1939) 
was removed f r o m  the Monument in 1955* the A l a s k a  Daily Empire stated 
that "the n e w  release is ... important in that a large area~has b e e n  
t h r o i o  open to duck hunters for the first time in 16 years."

Last year, in a suite’ against the State of Alaska, Charles and 
D o r o t h y  D e B o e r  were awarded about 100 acres of land along and east 
of the S a l m o n  River. The laid i3 largel y tidal, and is b i s ec ted 
b y  a State m a i n t a i n e d  .road. This was the most popular h u n t i n g  area 
(duck and g e o30 ) in Gus tavus and I used to hunt there of ten. Now 
the land is prmvate property, ad h u n t i n g  (or berryp i c k i n g  or hiking) 
is w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  only. The Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, 
would provide, i n  perpetuity, a place where the public could be 
sure it was welcome.

I hope that I am not short-cha nging the cranes. They are 
c e r t a i n l y  an asset here, and I believe t h e y  contribute to the local 
q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e . Myself, I k n o w  it is spring w h e n  I look at the 
calender, but I k n o w  it more certainly w h e n  I here the cranes arriving.
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O F F IC E  OF T H E  C O M M ISSIO N E R

PO UCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

M a r c h  4, 19 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

I arc w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  
to t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  s p o n s o r  f o r  H B  312, 
c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  w h i c h  is 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  h e a r i n g  in y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  
6, 1986.

T h i s  s u b s t i t u t e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e p l a c e  t h e
3 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  i n s i d e  t h e  u n i t  w i t h  a n  
e q u a l  v a l u e  o f  s u i t a b l e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  In 
m a k i n g  t h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m u s t  e n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a n  e q u a l  p o t e n t i a l  as 
t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  t o  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e .  I n c l u s i o n  o f  
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  in t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  n o t  i m p o s e  a b u r d e n  u p o n  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f u r t h e r  a g r e e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  H B  312 
p a s s e s  w i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l  
a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  c a s e ,  W e i s s  v. A l a s k a , t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
w i l l  s e e k  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  l a n d  a p p r a i s a l s  w i t h  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a n d  
i n t e r v e n o r s :  W i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
P r o c e d u r e s  A c t ,  (1) t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  o b t a i n  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
w i t h  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a n d  i n t e r v e n o r s  a s  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a p p r a i s e r ;  a n d  (2) d e p a r t m e n t a l  

a p p r a i s a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  a p p r a i s e r  w i l l  b e  
a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  
a n d  i n t e r v e n o r s .  F a i l i n g  t o  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e s e  
i s s u e s ,  t h e  c o u r t  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  a p p r a i s e r  a n d  i s s u a n c e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
a n  a p p r a i s a l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o b e r t  D. A r n o l d  
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l

10-J9LH
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O F F IC E  OF TH E  C O M M ISSIO N E R

PO UCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

BILL SHEFFIELD, G O V E R N O R

6 2 1986

A p r i l  21, 1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

A t  y o u r  r e q u e s t  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  
t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  a n d  n o n - m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  . '■ea.

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if there; is a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  I 
m i g h t  f u r n i s h .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P e t e r  G o l l
D a v i d  W a l k e r  
J i m  G o t t s t e i n  
T o m  K o e s t e r  
T o m  H a w k i n s  
S a l l i  S l a u g h t e r

10-J9LH



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  H B  312

A p r i l  18, 1986

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  L a n d :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C R M

S e c t i o n 2, SWj 160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 3, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 9, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 10, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 11, Wj, W J N E J 400 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 14, L o t  3, N W J ,

N j S W j ,  S W j S W j 323 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 15, A l l 640 a c r e s

T O T A L 34 4 3 a c r e s

N o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  L a n d :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C R M

S e c t i o n  2, N W j  160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n  16, >7$, SEj 480 a c r e s

T O T A L  640 a c r e s



O fficial B u s in e s s

Hlaska ibtatc Hegtelature
S e n a t e  

Committee on 
Community anb Regional Affairs

M embers:
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator Sturgulewski 
Senalor V. Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

A p r i l  16, 19 8 6

TO: C o m m i s s i o n e r  W u n n i c k e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

F R O M :  E d n a  D e V r i e s ,  C h a i r  fckuh
S e n a t e  C & R A  C o m m i t t e e

S U B J : C S  f o r  H B  312 (Fin) A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e
D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

T h i s  m e m o r a n d u m  c o n f i r m s  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h i s  d a t e  betv/een 

a m e m b e r  of m y  s t a f f  a n d  N e d  F a r q u h a r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

P l e a s e  f u r n i s h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  f r o m  D N R  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  h a s  
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  C & R A  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  
w o u l d  e x c l u d e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  f r o m  t h e  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

Y o u r  e a r l i e s t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  
a p p r e c i a t e d .

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l



O ffic ia l B u s in e ss

M E M O

TO:

F R O M :

S U B J E C T

P a g e  2,

P a g e  2,

C o m m e n t

A laska State Legislature Pouch V 
Juneau, A la ska  99811

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Phone:
(907) 465-4924

S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  F i s h e r i e s

R A  N  D U M  A p r i l  7, 1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
C h a i r m a n  

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l

R e p r e  a n t a t i v e  P e t e r  

P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t  t o  C S H B  3 1 2 (Fin)

l i n e  2:

S e c t i o n  2: [Wl/2] N W 1 / 4

l i n e s  3-7:

D e l e t e  a l l  l a n g u a g e

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  r e m o v e s  a l l  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  
L a n d s  f r o m  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  640 a c r e s  o f  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  a r e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  p a r c e l s .
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S
/

i
O F F IC E  O F TH E  C O M M ISSIO N E R  /

B/iL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

PO UCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

A p r i l  21, 1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

A t  y o u r  r e q u e s t  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  
t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  a n d  n o n - m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if t h e r e  is a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  I 
m i g h t  f u r n i s h .

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P e t e r  G o l l
D a v i d  W a l k e r  
J i m  G o t t s t e i n  
T o m  K o e s t e r  
T o m  H a w k i n s  

S a l l i  S l a u g h t e r

10-J9LH



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES A p r i l  18, 1986

L e g a l  D e s c  i p t i o n s  f o r  H B  312 

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  L a n d :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C R M

S e c t i o n 2, SWJ 160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 3, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 9, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 10, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 11, Wj, W i N E i 400 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 14, L o t  3, N W j ,

N j S W j ,  s w j s w j 323 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 15, A l l 640 a c r e s

T O T A L 3 4 4 3 a c r e s

N o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  L a n d :

T o w n s h i p  40 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  58 E a s t ,  C R M

S e c t i o n  2, N W j  160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n  16, Nj, SEj 480 a c r e s

T O T A L  640 a c r e s



O fficial B u sir>r oS

Alaska !s>tate legislature

S e n a t e  

Committee on 
Community anti Regional Affairs

Memoers;
Senalor Ferguson, Vice Chairman 

Senator Cognill 
Senator Slurgulewski 
Senator V Fischer

Senator Edna DeVnes. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska S9811

C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  —  A p r i l  29, 1 9 8 6

C S  HB 558 (Fin) —  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t i m e  p e r i o d s
t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  

t a x  e q u a l i z a t i o n  p r o a r a m  a n d  t h e  
m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  efd.

C S  H B  312 (Fin) —  A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n a  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

CS H B  647 (Fin) a m  —  A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
( C O N T ' D  F R O M  f o r  w a r n i n g  p l a c a r d s ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g
4 - 2 4 - 8 6 )  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  l i m i t i n g  l i a b i l i t y

f o r  m u n i c i p a l  r e p o r t i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

h a z a r d o u s •m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  
w a s t e ;  efd.

CS HB 558 (Fin) w o u l d  c h a n g e  D C & R A  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  of d a t a  a n d  c a l c u l a t i o n  of r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  
e n t i t l e m e n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  e a r l i e r  d i s b u r s e m e n t  t o  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

C S  H B  312 (Fin) w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M a r c h  6.
A  p r o p o s e d  C & R A  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e ,  a g r e e d  t o  b y  Rep. G o l l ,  

d e l e t i n g  a l l  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  f r o m  t h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  h a b i t a t  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d .

H e a r i n g  o n  CS H B  647 (Fin) w i l l  c o n t i n u e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
of a CS w o r k  d r a f t  a n d  d r a f t  a m e n d m e n t ,  a n d  to r e c e i v e  t e s t i -  
m o n e y  f r o m  S a m  N e a l ,  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l l ,  a n d  J i m  S w e e n e y ,

- M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  b y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .

M a t e r i a l s  a t t a c h e d  ar e :
(1) S e c t i o n  a n a l y s i s  f r o m  LA A ,  L e g a l  S v c s . ,  d t d  4 - 1 8 - 8 6  o n  

C S  HB 558 (Fin).
(2) D C & R A  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  d t d  2 - 2 6 - 8 6  o n  HB 558.
(3) L t r  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n e r  N o t t i ,  D C & R A  t o  Sen. D e V r i e s  d t d  

4 - 2 3 - 8 6  w i t h  4 a t c h s .  o n  H B  558.
(4) M e m o  f r o m  Rep. G o l l  t o  Se n .  D e V r i e s  d t d  4 - 7 - 8 6  w i t h  

a t t a c h e d  m a o  o n  CS H B  312 (Fin).
(5) L t r  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n e r  W u n n i c k e ,  DNR, t o  Sen. D e V r i e s  d t d  

4 - 2 1 - 8 6  w i t h  a t t a c h m e n t  o n  C S  H B  3 1 2  (Fin).
(6) A C S  w o r k  d r a f t  a n d  a m e n d m e n t  o n  C S  H B  647 (Fin) am, 

( R e q u i r e m e n t s ;  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e . )



O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  G o l l ,  D u n c a n ,

M . M . M i l l e r  a n d  B i n k l e y

B Y  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  

I N  T H E  H O U S E  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O P  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1 2  ( C & R A )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

4 1| F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 1 A  B I L L

6j| F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

A r e a . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 1 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  (a) T h e

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d

e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  r c o s t i n g  a r e a  

f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  

a r e a .

(b) T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (d) o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

G u s t a v u s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

(c) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  m a n a g e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h ­

i ng ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  ' a m e  s h a l l  p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z i n g ,  

f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  b e r r y  p i c k i n g  u n d e r

|l
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t

I
2 5 ji t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u d e

I
26 1 C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .
!:

27; (d) T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e -

23 s c r i b e d  p a r c e l s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t
It

29’ Area:

-1- SCS CSHB 312(C&RA)

1 
i

i
7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21
||

22 Ii
I

23 |

24

J

I



T o w n s h i p  A O  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  5 8  E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  2: N W 1 / A

S e c t i o n  16: N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / A
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Offered: 4/30/85
Referred: Rules

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  G o l l ,  D u n c a n ,

M . M . M i l l e r  a n d  B i n k l e y

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1 2  ( F i n a n c e )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

A r e a . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 1 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  ( a )  T h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  

e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  

f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  

a r e a .

( b )  T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( d )  o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

G u s t a v u s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

( c ;  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  m a n a g e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h ­

i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z i n g ,  

f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  a n d  b e r r y  p i c k i n g  u n d e r  

t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

( d )  T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d *  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e ­

s c r i b e d  p a r c e l s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

A r e a :

- 1 - CSHB 312(Fin)



1 T o w n s h i p  4 0  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  5 8  E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n

2 S e c t i o n  2: W l / 2

3 S e c t i o n  3

4 S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0

5 S e c t i o n  1 1 :  W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  W l / 2

6 S e c t i o n  1 4 :  L o t  3, N W 1 / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  1 5

8 S e c t i o n  1 6 :  N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4

CSHB 312(Fin) -2-
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Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator SturgulewsKi 
Senator v Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

Committee Meeting -- Thursday, March 5, 1986

CSHB 312 (Fin) An Act establishing the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area

. . . Representative Goll, bill sponsor, will propose 2 amendments 
to the bill

Proposed amendments; Ltr from Deputy Commissioner, Dept Natural Resources 

Packet contains:

1) Briefing paper from Bill sponsor

2) Ltr from J. Gottstein on behalf of Alaska Mental Health Association

3) Bill analysis from Fish and Game

4) Letter of Intent attached by House Resources Committee

5) Fiscal note of $7500

6 ) Letters of support for HB 312 from community of Gustavus

a) Wm Tipton, President Gustavus Community Association

b) J. Mackovjak, Pt Adolphus Seafoods

c) G. Streveler

d) K. Boesser

e) G. Jensen

f) L. Jensen 

G) M. DuBoer



Offered: 4/30/85
Referred: Rules

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  G o l l ,  D u n c a n ,

M . M . M i l l e r  a n d  B i n k l e y

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  3 1 2  ( F i n a n c e )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

j  A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

7 A r e a . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 0  S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 1 .  D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .  ( a )  T h e

1 1  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d

1 2  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  h a b i t a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a

13  f o r  m i g r a t i n g  l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l e s s e r

1 4  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e

1 5  a r e a .

1 6  ( b )  T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( d )  o f

1 /  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e

1 8  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f

19 u ' u s t a v u s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e .

2 0  ( c )  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  m a n a g e  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h -

2 1  i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e

2 2  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s h a l l  p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  g r a z i n g ,

2 3  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  t ' d  b e r r y  p i c k i n g  u n d e r

2 4  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t

2 5  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  D u d e

2 6  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

2 7  ( d )  T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e -

2 8  s c r i b e d  p a r c e l s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

2 9  A r e a :

- 1 - CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin)



1 T o w n s h i p  A O  S o u t h ,  R a n g e  5 8  E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  M e r i d i a n

2 S e c t i o n  2:  W l / 2

3 S e c t i o n  3

4  S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0

5 S e c t i o n  1 1 :  W 1 / 2 N E 1 / A ,  W l / 2

6 S e c t i o n  1 A :  L o t  3 ,  N W 1 / A ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / A ,  S W 1 / A S W 1 / A

7 S e c t i o n  1 5

8 S e c t i o n  1 6 :  N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / A

CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin) - 2 -
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T O M
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O F F IC E  O F TH E  C O M M ISS IO N E R  ■

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

PO UCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99S11 
PHONE: 907-46S-2400

M a r c h  4, 19 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  s p o n s o r  f o r  H B  312, 
c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  w h i c h  is 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  h e a r i n g  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  
6, 1986.

T h i s  s u b s t i t u t e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e p l a c e  t h e
3 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  i n s i d e  t h e  u n i t  w i t h  a n  
e q u a l  v a l u e  o f  s u i t a b l e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  In 
m a k i n g  t h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m u s t  e n s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a n  e q u a l  p o t e n t i a l  as 
t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  t o  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e .  I n c l u s i o n  o f  
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  in t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  n o t  i m p o s e  a b u r d e n  u p o n  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f u r t h e r  a g r e e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  H B  312 
p a s s e s  w i t h  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l  
a n d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  c a s e ,  W e i s s  v. A l a s k a , t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
w i l l  s e e k  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  l a n d  a p p r a i s a l s  w i t h  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a n d  
i n t e r v e n o r s :  W i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
P r o c e d u r e s  A c t ,  (1) t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  o b t a i n  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
w i t h  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a n d  i n t e r v e n o r s  a s  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  a p p r a i s e r ;  a n d  (2) d e p a r t m e n t a l  
a p p r a i s a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  a p p r a i s e r  w i l l  b e  
a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  
a n d  i n t e r v e n o r s .  F a i l i n g  t o  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e s e  
i s s u e s ,  t h e  c o u r t  w i l l  h e  a s k e d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  a p p r a i s e r  a n d  i s s u a n c e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
a n  a p p r a i s a l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o b e r t  D. A r n o l d  
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l

10-J9LH
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P a g e  1, L i n e  28, a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " p a r c e l s "  i n s e r t  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :

", e x c e p t  f o r  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s , "

P a g e  2, a d d  a n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

* Sec. 2. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  
l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1
(d) a b o v e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  

t h e n  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a p p r a i s e  s u i t a b l e  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  
l a n d s  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  a p p r a i s e d  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  U p o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s ,  t h e  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in 

s u b s e c t i o n  (d) o f  s e c t i o n  1 a b o v e  s h a l l  b e  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  a n d  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  t h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  b e  
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a p p r a i s a l  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

l a n d s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  
r e v e n u e s  as t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  in 
t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 1  (d) a b o v e .  T h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 9 4 5  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  as r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  
f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .
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M E M O R A N D U M M a r c h  6, 1 9 8 6

TO: S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d R e g i o n s  a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r

S U B J E C T :  B r i e f i n g  P a p e r  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  3 1 2

D U D E  C R i i J K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L o c a t i o n

G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a

L a n d  S t a t u s

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n - h o l d i n g s ;  t h e  p a r c e l  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  is s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  s e l e c t e d .  M u c h  o f  t h e  
a c r e a g e  is m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s ;  t h i s  i s s u e  is a d d r e s s e d  in 
p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  l e t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G u s t a v u s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  s t a t u s  w a s  

s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  a c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  o p t i o n s .

T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s  e n d o r s e d  in a c o m  n i t y - w i d e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
r e f e r e n d u m  b y  a 6 6 - 2 5  v o t e .  A  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s i d e n t  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  f o r m e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e  t o  d e v e l o p  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( H o u s e  B i l l  312) a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  
G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  M a r c h  4, 1985.

H i s t o r y



P u r p o s e

T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
G u s t a v u s  is a m a j o r  r e s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  u s e s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  

m e a d o w  d u r i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  A p r i l - M a y  m i g r a t o r y  p e r i o d s .  
T h e  a d j a c e n t  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  is l i t t l e  u s e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .

T h e  c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a t  G u s t a v u s  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  in 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  T h e  
p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  
b l o c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  in t h e  a r e a .  T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  
f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s  is v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  a l t e r a t i o n  b y  
d r a i n i n g .  T h e  b i r d s  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  h u m a n  
p r e s e n c e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  G u s t a v u s  is d e s i g n e d  to 

g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e s  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  w e t  m e a d o w  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
h a b i t a t  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  a l s o  m a k e  it c l e a r  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  h u m a n  u s e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  T h e  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a l s o  g i v e s  A D F & G  

c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  w o r k  in c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  G u s t a v u s  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  d r a f t i n g  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .
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M a r c h  5, 1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: A d m e n d e n t  t o  H B  312

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l  h a s  a s k e d  t h a t  I w r i t e  y o u  a 
l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
A s s o c i a t i o n  e t  al, I n t e r v e n o r s  in t h e  W e i s s  v. S t a t e  l a w s u i t  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a t t a c h e d  (a) A m e n d m e n t  t o  H B  312, a n d  (b) M a r c h  4, 
1 9 8 6  p r o p o s e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  R o b e r t  A r n o l d  t o  y o u r s e l f .

I m u s t  n o t e  t h a t  Mr. D a v i d  T. W a l k e r  is a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  L a n d s  l a w s u i t  a s  t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
P l a i n t i f f s .  T h u s ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  h i s  r e a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
r e c o r d  a s  w e l l .  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  h i m  a n d  I 
b e l i e v e  w e  a r e  i n  c o m p l e t e  a c c o r d .

T h i s  i s  t o  a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  A m e n d m e n t  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m  R o b e r t  A r n o l d .  
H o w e v e r  in s o  s t a t i n g  I f e e l  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  t w o  p o i n t s .  
One, i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  a p p r a i s a l ,  w e  of 
c o u r s e ,  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  d i s p u t e  i t  a n d  two, u n d e r  g e n e r a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  f i d u c i a r i e s ,  it d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  w h y  
t h e  S t a t e ,  a s  T r u s t e e ,  w o u l d  e v e r  m a k e  a t r a d e  w h e r e  i t  w a s  o n l y  
a s  w e l l  o f f  a s  i t  w a s  b e f o r e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  b e  "a g o o d  g u y " .

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  s e c o n d  p o i n t ,  w e  d o  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  if t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s  c h a n g e d  s o  t h a t  
t h e  l a n d s  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  T r u s t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  " 
g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g e n e r a t i n g  r e v e n u e s  a s  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

t r u s t  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p a r c e l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  16.20.031(d) 
a b o v e . "  I t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t  it.

I h o p e  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  h e l p f u l  t o  yo u .

Y o u r s  t r u l y

J B G : 1 s  
cc: RR e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G o l l  

D a v i d  W a l k e r  

G. T h o m a s  K o e s t e r
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D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  s o i l s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  w e t l a n d s  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a n d  p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  m i g r a t i n g  
l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s .

In c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  i n t e n d s  t h a t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  
r e g u l a t i o n s  as e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  

G a m e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  u s e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  as 
h i s t o r i c  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l :  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  
h a r v e s t i n g ,  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  a n d  
g r a z i n g .  It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  l i s t e d  
u s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  

i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a r e a  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  
s p e c i f i c  f a c t  f i n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in G u s t a v u s ,  
p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  
t h e  l i s t e d  u s e s  d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  

i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  
f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  In t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r m s  a l o c a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  
o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  

w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  e n t i t i e s  in p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n .

A p r i l  10, 1985
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g e n e r a l  g r a n t  Land, t h o u g h  this e s t i m a t e  is p o s s i b l y  less a c c u r a t e  b e c a u s e  we  i 

n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  the r e p l a c e m e n t  L a n d  w i l l  b e  located. T h e s e  a p p r a i s a l s  w i l l  be 

p e r f o r m e d  u n d e r  contract.



G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n

P.O. Box 62 
Gustavus, Alaska 99826

.••MR 4  i'ioo

F e b r u a r y  28, 1986

Sena.tor E d n a  DeVries 
A l a s k a  State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator DeVries,

As y o u  are aware, the bill Tor an act to es tablish the Dude  C reek  
Critica l Habitat A r e a  (CSHB 312) is to be addressed March 6, at 
the Senate C o m m unity "c Re gio n a l  Affairs Corm.it tee meet inc.

I would like to take this o pport unity to encourage your sunport 
for this bill. The critical habitat d e s i g n a t i o n  for the "crane 
flats" in Gustavus is a d r e a m  we hope to see reach fruition this 
session. It b e g a n  as a grass roots movement to provide legal 
habitat p r o t e c t i o n  for the sandhill cranes that roost here during 
migration. Frankly, this did not meet w i t h  general c o m m unity ap­
proval. VThat developed t h r o u g h  a process of n e g o t i a t i o n  and c o m­
promise was a proposal that does meet the needs a n d  i^ishes of most 
people. For example, any previous use of this land, i.e. public 
access, hunting, firewood harvest, grazing, etc. is allowable and 
assured in the w o r ding of this bill.

The community d e m onst rated majority support for this bill  in Jan­
uary, 198L, in a r e f e r e n d u m  ballot p o lling every registered voter. 
The response was 66 in favor and 2^ opposed. Last y e a r  the Gustavus 
Community A s s o c i a t i o n  endorsed the bill.

I strongly support the critical h a b i t a t  de sign a t i o n  for the f o l l o w­
ing reasons:

1) it allows continued existing uses
2) it was c o n c eived w i t h i n  the community and developed in the 

spirit of compromise
3) this land classifi cation is consistent with the developing 

economic theme in Gustavus, i.e. recreation, t o u r i s m  and 
resource attractions. I s i n c er ely believe that what  appears 
to be intangible benefit n o w  will manifest itself as econo­
mic stimulation for the community i n  the long run.

This bill offers Gustavus a promise of continued public access and 
enduring habitat protection.

Thank y o u  for y o u r  consideration.

President

W T / a m



Point Adolphus Seafoods
G o urmet Quality Alaskan Seafoods 

P .O . Box 63 • G u stavu s, A la sk a  99826 • (907) 697-2246

M a r c h  2, 1986

S e n a t o r  Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  Senator DeVries:

This letter is in regard to CSHB 312", the Dude Creek Critical 
Habitat Area. I a m  strongly in favor of this bill because it x^ill 
provide f o r  the continuation of existing use3 of this land, m a i n l y  
hu nting and hiking. It also compliments the developing tourist 
industry locally, and I k n o w  of individuals who schedule their 
v i s i t3 to Gustavus w h e n  they are most like ly to see sandhill c r a n e s .

F o r  several years I have b e e n  working at compiling a h i s t o r y  
of Gustavus, and I have records of a f amily  w h i c h  visited relatives 
in Gustavus each fall in order that they could hunt gg g e o3e o n  the
flats here. They did so for some f i f t e e n  years, until 1939, w h e n
they m o v e d  here. Additionally, w h e n  a p o r t i o n  of Gustavus w h i c h  
h a d  b e e n  incorporated into Glacier B a y  N a t i o n a l  Monument (in 1939) 
was removed f r o m  the Monument i n  1955, the A l a s k a  Daily E m p ire stated 
that "the n e w  relaase is ... important in that a large area has b e e n  
th r o w n  open to duck hunters for the first time in 16 y e a r3."

Last year, in a suits?' against the State of Alaska, Charles and 
D o r o t h y  D e B o e r  were awarded about 100 acres of land along and east 
of the S a l m o n  River. The land is largely tidal, and is b i s e c t e d
b y  a State mainta i n e d  road. This was the most popular h u n t i n g  area
(duck and geose ) in Gustavus and I u s e d  to hunt there often. Now 
the lan d is private property, ad h u n t i n g  (or berry p i c k i n g  or hiking) 
is w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  only. The Dude C reek Critical Habitat A r e a  
would provide, in perpetuity, a place where the public could be 
sure it was welcome.

I hope that I am not short-changing the cranes. They are 
certai nly an asset here, and I believe t h e y  contribute to the local 
q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e . Myself, I kn ow it is spring w h e n  I look at the 
calender, but I k n o w  it more c e r t ainl y w h e n  I here the cranes arriving.



F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 S S 6

E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 
C S H B  3 1 2  ( D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a )  w h e n  it 
conies: b e f o r e  the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e .

T h i s  b i l l  c r o w n s  a n  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  G u s t a v u s  c o m m u n i t y  to 
e n s u r e  a p l a c e  f o r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  i n  o u r  f u t u r e ,  w h i l e  
p r o t e c t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m p a t a b l e  w i t h  
t h i s  g o a l .  A  66 - 2 5  r e f e r e n d u m  v o t e  t a k e n  t w o  y e a r s  
a g o ,  a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g i y p o s i t i v e  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  the 
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  l a s t  y e a r  b o t h  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h e  d e g r e e  of l o c a l  s u p p o r t .

B o x  94
G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 2 6
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REPRESENTATIVE
P E T E R  G O L L

P O BOX V 
JUNEAU ALASKA 9981T 

(907) 465 A92S

S  T  A  T  E  () K  A  I. A  S  K  A

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M March 6, 1986

F R O M

TO:

SUBJECT: Briefing Paper for House Bill 312

DUDE CREEK CR ITICAL HABITAT AREA

L ocation

Gustavus, Alaska

Land Status

T here are no in-holdings; the parcel proposed for the 
critical habitat area is state-owned or selected. M u c h  of the 
acreage is mental h ealth lands; this issue is addressed in 
proposed amendments and letters submitted to the committee.

The residents of Gustavus have been workin g on the proposal 
for the past three years. The critical habitat status was 
selected after a careful review of the available land 
m a n a g e m e n t  options.

The concept was endorsed in a community-w ide January, 1984, 
r eferendum by a 66-25 vote. A  committee of resident citizens 
was formed to work with the A l aska Depart ment of Fish and 
Game to develo p proposed legislation.

The resulting legislation (House Bill 312) and accompanying  
letter of intent r eceived the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community As soci a t i o n  on March 4, 1985.

History



Purpose

The w et m e a d o w  at the w e ster n edge of the community of 
Gustavus is a m ajor resting area for the Pacific popula tion 
of Lesser Sandhill Cranes during their annual migra t i o n  
between  western Alaska and southern California.

Research shows that half or mere of the entire Pacific 
populati on of Lesser Sandhill Cranes uses the Dude Creek 
m e a d o w  during the September and April-May m i g r a t o r y  periods. 
The adjacent national park is little used by the cranes.

The crane habitat at Gustavus has been greatly reduced in 
recent years by development and natural reforestation. The 
proposed critical habitat area includes the largest remaining 
block of appropriate habitat in the area. The wet m e a d o w  
favored by the cranes is very susceptible to alteratio n by 
draining. The birds also are very easily d i s t urbed by human 
p r e s e n c e .

The proposed legislation re quested by Gustavus is designe d to 
give the Alask a Department of Fish and Game a u t h ority to 
manage human uses of the Dude Creek wet m e a d o w  to p r ote ct the 
habitat needed by the cranes. The legislation and letter of 
intent also make it clear that existing compatible  human uses 
will be accommodated. The letter of intent also gives A D F & G  
clear direction to work in close coope ration w i t h  Gustavus 
residents in drafting a m a n a g e m e n t  plan.



J A M E S  B G O T T S T E I N

A T T O R N E Y  AT LAW

4 0 6  G S T R E E T . S U IT E  206 
A N C H O R A G E . A LA SK A  98301 

(8071 2 7 4 -7 6 8 6

M a r c h  5, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legis lature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Admen dent to HB 312

Dear Senator DeVries:

R e p L ^ ^ e n t a t i v e  Peter G o l l  has asked that I write you a 
letter regarding the p o s ition of the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
A ssociation  et al, I n t e r v e n o r s  in the Weiss v. State lawsuit 
regarding the attached (a) A m e n dme nt to HB 312, and (b) M a r c h  4, 
1986 proposed letter from R obe rt A r n o l d  to yourself.

I must note that Mr. D a v i d  T. W a l k e r  is a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the 
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Lands lawsuit as the attorney  for the original 
Plaintiffs. Thus, you w i l l  p r o u a b l y  w a n t  his reaction for the 
r e c o r d  as w e l l .  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  h i m  a n d  I 
b e l i e v e  we are in c o m p l e t e  accord.

T h i s  is to a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  we  d o  n o t  h a v e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  to 
the a b o v e  refe renced A m e n d m e n t  w i t h  the letter from Robert Arnold. 
H o w e v e r  in so stating I feel it is important to make two points. 
One, in the e v e n t  that we cannot accept the appraisal, we of 
course, h a v e  the o p tion to dispute it and two, under gen eral 
p r i n c i p l e s  of the duties of fiduciaries, it does not appear why 
t h e  S tate, a s  T r u s t e e ,  w o u l d  e v e r  m a k e  a t r a d e  w h e r e  it w a s  o n l y  
as well off as it was before, other than to be "a good guy".

Notwithstanding, the second point, we d o  not object to the 
proposed Amendment. However, if the language was changed so that 
t h e  l a n d s  to be r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  T r u s t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  " 
greater potential for g e n e r a t i n g  r e v e n u e s  as the m ental h e a l t h  
trust lands conta i n e d  in the p a r c e l s  d e s c ri bed in AS 16.20.C31(d) 
above." I think w e  could w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  support it.

I hope this has been  helpful to you.

Yours truly

JBG:1s 
cc: RRepres e n t a t i v e  Goll 

David W alker 
G. Thomas Koester



Gustavus Community Association
P.O. Box 62 

Gustavus, Alaska 99826
MAR 4 IKU6

F e b r u a r y  28, 1986

Senator E d n a  DeVries 
A l a s k a  State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator DeVries,

As y o u  are aware, the bill for an act to e s t a blish the D u d e  C r e e k  
Critical Habitat A r e a  (CSHB 312) is t o  be addressed M a r c h  6, at 
the Senate C o m m unit y &  R e g i o n a l  Affairs C o m m i t t e e  meeting.

I would like to take this o p p o r t u n i t y  to encourage your support 
for this bill. The critical habitat  d e s i g n a t i o n  ''or the "crane 
flats" in Gustavus is a d r e a m  we hope to see reach f r u i t i o n  this 
session. It b e g a n  as a grass roots m o v e m e n t  to provide legal 
habitat p r o t e c t i o n  for the sandhill cranes that roost here during 
migration. Frankly, this did not meet w i t h  general c o m m u n i t y  ap­
proval. What developed t h r o u g h  a process of n e g o t i a t i o n  and c o m­
promise was a proposal that does meet the needs and wishes of most 
people. For example, any previous use of this land, i.e. public 
access, hunting, f irewood harvest, grazing, etc. is allowable and 
assured in the w o r d i n g  of this bill.

The community d e monstrated  majority support for this b i l l  in Jan­
uary, 198[|., in a r e f e r e n d u m  ballot polling every register ed voter. 
The response was 66 in favor and 25 opposed. Last y e a r  the Gustavus 
Community A s s o c i a t i o n  endorsed the bill.

I strongly support the critical h a b i t a t  d es ignation for the f o l l o w­
ing reasons:

1) it a].lows continued existing uses
2) it was c o n c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the c ommunity and developed in the 

spirit of compromise
3) this land c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is consistent with the developing 

economic theme in Gustavus, i.e. recreation, t o u r i s m  and 
resource attractions. I s i n c erely believe that w h a t  appears 
to be intangible benefit n o w  will manifest itself as e cono­
mic s timulati on for the community i n  the long run.

This b i l l  offers Gus tavus a promise of continued public access and 
enduring habi tat protection.

Thank y o u  for y o u r  consideration.

W i lli am M. Tlpt on 
President

W  T / a m



P o i n t  A d o l p h u s  S e a f o o d s

Gourmet Quality Alaskan Seafoods 
P.O. Box 63 • Gustavus, Alaska 99826 •  (907) 697-2246

M a r c h  198 6

S e n a t o r  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  State L e g islature 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  Senator DeVries:

This letter is in regard to CSHB 312, the Dude C r e e k  Critical 
Habitat Area. I a m  strongly  in favor of this bill because it will 
p r ovi de f o r  the continuat ion of existing use3 of this land, m ainly 
hu n t i n g  and hiking. It also compliments the developing tourist 
indiistry locally, and I k n o w  of individuals who schedule their 
visits to Gusbavus w h e n  they are most l ikel y to see sandhill cranes.

F o r  several years I ha ve b e e n  working at compiling a history 
of Gustavus, and I have records of a f am ily w h i c h  visit ed relatives 
in Gusbavus each fall in o r d e r  that they could hunt gg geese o n  the
flats here. They did so for some f i f t e e n  years, until 1939, w h e n
they m o v e d  here. Additionally, w h e n  a p o r t i o n  of Gustavus w h i c h  
had b e e n  incorporated into G l a c i e r  B a y  Natio n a l  Monument (in 1939) 
was removed f r o m  the Monu ment in 1955, the A l a s k a  D a i l y  Empire stated 
that "the new relaase is ... important in that a large area has b e e n  
th r o w n  o p e n  to duck hunters for the first time in 16 years."

Last year, i n  a s u i t ^  against the State of Alaska, Charles and 
D o r o t h y  D e B o e r  w e r e  awarded about 100 acres of land along and east 
of the S a l m o n  River. The land is largely tidal, and is b i s e c t e d
b y  a State m a i n t a i n e d  road. This was the most popular h u n t i n g  area
(duck and geese) in Gusbavus and I used to hunt there often. Now 
the land is prmvate property, ad h u n t i n g  (or b e r r y p i c k i n g  or hiking) 
is w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  only. The Dude Creek Critical H a bitat A r e a  
would provide, in perpetuity, a place where the public could be 
sure it was welcome.

I hope that I am not short-chang ing the cranes. They are 
ce r t a i n l y  an asset here, and I b e l i e v e  t h e y  contribute to the local 
q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e . Myself, I k n o w  it is spring w h e n  I look at the 
calender, but I k n o w  it more c e r t ainly w h e n  I here the cranes arriving.



PENDIN3 LEGISLATION CONTAINING PENTAL HEALTH LAND
December, 1985

Dk)£L

Tliis chart pertains to legislative b ills containing mental health lands which tere le ft pending at the close of the 1985 session. This information 
was obtained through the Legislative Affairs computer system. See attached sheet for a listing of all b ills  reviewed for the inclusion of rental 
health land.

Bill § Description of Bill Sponsor Legal Description of Mental Health Lards
Approximate* 
Total Acreage

Approximate 
PH Acreage

HB 44 Establishment of Additional State Land 
as Marine Park Units of the State Park 
System

M. M. Miller, Goll, 
Duncan

T. 58 S ., R. 79 E ., C.R.M. within secs. 18, 
19 , 20 , 29 anci 32

16,611 1512.41

HB 86 Lands designated as Willow Creek 
State Recreation Area

Rules Committee at the 
request of the Governor

T. 20 N., R. 4 W., S.M. within Sec. 31 3,669 76

HB 93 Establishment of a system of Recreation 
Rivers

Rules Committee at the 
request of the Governor

T. 17 N., R. 4 W., S.M. within Secs. 4 , 6,
7, 8 , 17 and 18
T. 26 N., R. 4 W., S.M. within Sec. 7 and 18 
T. 26 N., R. 5 W., S.M. within Secs. 12, 13, 
and 23
T. 18 N., R. 3 W., S.M. within Secs. 28, 29 
and 30

226,070 3,893

HB 312 Establishment of the Dude Creek Critical 
Habitat Area

Goll, Duncan,
M. M. Miller, Brinkley

T. 40 S ., R. 58 E„, C.R.M. within Secs. 2, 
3, 9 , 10, 11, 14 and 15

4,083 3,443

SB 19 
HB 186

Cre._tion of Anchorage Coastal State 
Wildlife Refuge

V. Fischer, Kerttula 
Szymanski

T. 12 N., R. 4 W., S.M. within Secs. 15, 22, 
23, 25 and 26
T. 12 N., R. 3 W., S.M. within Secs. 30, 31 
and 32
T. 11 N., R. 3 W., S.M. within Sec. 10

**1,653 **516-
740.5

SB 30 Yakataga State Forest Eliason, V. Fischer, 
Kerttula

T. 22 S ., R. 19-22 E ., C.R.M. within all secs 
T. 23 S ., R. 21-22 E ., C.R.M. within all secs

360,834 47,316

*Pertains to uplands only. The mental health lands in SB 19 are currently included in the Potter Point State Game Refuge.
**These estimates were made from the legal descriptions provided in the b ills  and may contain non-state land or lands already encumbered.

Page 1
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F e b r u a r y  28, 1986

E d n a  DeVries 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear Senator DeVries:

I respectfully request your favorable consideration  of 
CSHB 212 (Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area) w h e n  it 
comes before the Senate Community and Regional Affairs 
C o m m i t t e e .

This bill crowns an effort by the Gustavus community to 
ensure a place for sandhill cranes in our future, while 
protecti ng traditional uses that are compatable with 
this goal. A 66 - 25 referendum vote taken two years 
ago, and overwhelminglypositive testimony before the 
House of Representatives last year both demonstrate 
the degree of local support.

I ?
B ox 94
Gustavus, Alaska 99826
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ĉ j2a2X^-^ — aA ^ Q t ^ j D-<- y ~

<3^ — - i A'i~c3K. d5——c_ A t ^  c A ^

_̂e»—v .̂ -vd*- ^ f Z j L ^ ^ g - v w l /  ^ y G y G c u ^ ^ J

3 ^ y ^ n y ^ A A j L J L - >  u A _ J A  (-><-' y y ^ J L t i A A ~ _ y  j o ^ o - ^ - ^ ' t

4t> G-d-j!s\J2.iL-£-~ •j'{~t-* £ h - * A A -  C x J U i . J L '  0 \sC$--c~c-t<_ A

g u ^  C  c s h B  a / ^ )  • _  .

L^J~xS l̂ ‘— *C<2 3 A ~ A s ^ _  ~iv> O l - sqA^. *^%Q-Cd^v

j j t r ^  f U , c ^ >  J A J M  * 7 / U J  g J L - J / 2 ''
'(

O l i ^  '/-'La-*—  A ^ - A - c .  ( A zjlA  C L ^ - J L ^

7 ? 'j'/k-*o (Ĉ dJô VÂ vvv-oĉ  A/*-
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REPRESENTATIVE
P E T E R  G O L L

P  O  B O X  V  

JUNEAU ALASKA 99911 
(9D7J4B5 4925

S  T  A T l i  «> r  A  I*  A  s  K  A

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M February 13, 1986

TO: Senator Edna DeVries
Chairman, Senate Comi . Affairs

F R O M : Re p r esenta tive Peter G o l

SUBJECT: CSHB 312 |Duae Creek Critical Habitat Area)

Thank you for your pati ence in the scheduling of House Bill 
312 for hearings in your committee. The additional time has 
allowed me to draft language for p roposed amendments to the 
legislation to address the Mental Health Lands issue.

The Department of Natural Resources has identified 3,443 
acres of the proposed 4,100-acre critical habitat area as 
mental health lands. Attac h e d  are proposed amendments to 
address the issue that has been agx'eed upon by the 
Departments of Natural Resources and Fish and Game.

The amendments would keep the mental health trust lands 
intact until replacement lands of equal value are 
identified. DNR also has developed  a new fiscal note to 
cover the costs of assessing the m e n t a l  health lands in the 
Dude Creek parcels and replacement lands.

I respectfully request your favorable consideration of the 
p r o posed amendments and prompt scheduling of a hearing on 
CSHB 312. Thanks for your assistance on this matter.



D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

Letter of Intent

It is the intent of the Legisl ature that surface vegetation 
and soils be m a i n t a i n e d  to preserve the wetlands nature of 
the critical habitat area and provide protecti on to migrating 
lesser sandhill cranes.

In creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, the 
Legislature also intends that hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities will continue to occur in accordance with harvest 
regulations as e stab l i s h e d  by the Boards of Fisheries and 
Game. The following public uses of the area are recognized as 
historic and traditional: wildlife viewing, firewood 
harvesting, public access, hiking, berry picking, and 
grazing. It is the intent of the Legislature that the listed 
uses will continue unless they are determined to be 
incompatible wit h the purpo se for which the area is 
established. The D epart m e n t  of Fish and Game will conduct 
specific fact finding, including public hearings in Gustaves, 
prior to making final d e t ermination of the compatibility  of 
the listed uses during various times of the year.

The Department is to consult with the community of Gustavus 
in the p repara tion and implementation of a manage ment plan 
for the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. In the event that 
the community forms a local fish and game advisory committee 
or a critical habitat advisory group, the Department will 
work closely with those entities in pr eparation of the plan.
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HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M  A p r i l  1 ,  1985

TO: H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l

SUBJECT: B r i e f i n g  P a p e r  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  312

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Lo c a t i o n

G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a

L a n d  S t a t u s

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n - h o l d i n g s ;  t h e  p a r c e l  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i s  s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  s e l e c t e d .

H i s t o r y

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G u s t a v u s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  s t a t u s  w as  
s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  a  c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  o p t i o n s .

T he  c o n c e p t  w a s  e n d o r s e d  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
r e f e r e n d u m  b y  a  6 6 - 2 5  v o t e .  A c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s i d e n t  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  f o r m e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
Game t o  d e v e l o p  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  (H o u s e  B i l l  31 2 )  a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  
G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i ty  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 8 5 .



P u r p o s e

T h e  w e t  meadow  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
G u s t a v u s  i s  a  m a j o r  r e s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  u s e s  t h e  D ude  C r e e k  
meadow  d u r i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  A p r i l - M a y  m i g r a t o r y  p e r i o d s .  
T h e  a d j a c e n t  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  i s  l i t t l e  u s e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .

T h e  c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a t  G u s t a v u s  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  The  
p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  
b l o c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  w e t  meadow 
f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s  i s  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  a l t e i a t i o n  by  
d r a i n i n g .  T h e  b i r d s  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  human 
p r e s e n c e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  G u s t a v u s  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game a u t h o r i t y  t o  
m a n a g e  hum an u s e s  o f  t h e  D ude  C r e e k  w e t  m eadow  t o  p r o t e c t  +-he 
h a b i t a t  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  a l s o  m a ke  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  hum an  u s e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  T h e  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a l s o  g i v e s  ADF&G 
c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  w o r k  i n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  G u s t a v u s  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  d r a f t i n g  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .



Representative Peter Goll 
A l a s k a  State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  Representative Goll,

I n  January, 1981]-, a r e f e r e n d u m  (enclosure 1) was sent to all r e g­
istered Gustavus voters, asking w h e t h e r  t h e y  favored creation of 
a i4.lOO-ac.re Critical Habitat A r e a  to protect migrating sandhill 
cranes. This capped a two-year  community effort to research the 
n e e d  for p r o t e c t i o n  and the various protective options available,

A committee of Gustavus residents was then formed to act on this 
mandate. In co nsul t a t i o n  w i t h  D e b r a  Clausen, ADF&G, Habitat D i v i­
sion, we developed a package of b a c k g r o u n d  information (enclosure
2), a p roposed draft of enabling legislation  (enclosure^), and 
a bound ary map (enclosure I4.). This material has n o w  b e e n  d i s p l a y­
ed at the post office for several weeks, and to date we have r e­
ceived no advorse comment on it. W e  hone that y o u  and S e nator 
E l i a s o n  wi ll now b e g i n  the process of enactment into law.

In the course of our w o r k  on the crane issue, three clearcut 
community opinions have emerged. First, there is strong s e n t i­
ment in favor of crane protection. Second, people favor the 
idea of a Critical Habitat if the co mmunity is fully involved 
in preparing legislation and management plan. A n d  third, m a n y  
feel that h u m a n  use should be regulated only to the extent n e c­
essary, In particular, the fo llowing public uses and activities 
should be allowed: wildlife viewing, firewood  harvesting, m e c h a n­
ical and non-mechanical access, hiking, b e r r y  picking, and g r a z­
ing, unless such activities are documented to be detrimental to 
the migrating sandhill c r a n e3 or their habitat.

There is general agreement that present use types and amounts are 
not threatening the cranes or their habitat in the area p r o po sed 
for legislative action. The protective effort was b e g u n  because 
cranes have b e e n  substantially excluded f r o m  otber p a r t3 of G u s­
tavus and could be eliminated throughout if future use and d e v e l­
opment proceed in an unplanned fashion.

L l o v d _ ? r o u t v . Debbie Woodruff, M o r g a n  D e B o e r  and I will be glad 
t to provide further i nformation or assist in any w a y  y o u  wish.

Sincerely,

Greg Streveler, C h a i r m a n  
"Crane Committee"



G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e f e r e n d u m  JANUARY, i°8fr

Established two years ago, the referendum was initiated 
to sample the opinions of the wnole community, that is tne 
registered voters of this election district. W h ile not 
legally binding it is nonetheless recognized by the State of 
Alaska as a valid polling device.

T hose responding are requested to return the completed 
referendum questions no later than Feb. 5th by mailing' them to 
Box 62 Gustavus, AJcC 99826.

if*.*.***:**;****

I. Road &aintenance-

F a c t : In 1983 the Alaska State Legislature appropriated
# 1 1 5 , COO to upgrade Tong Road, Same Old Road, Salmon River Road 
and Rink River Road. A n  additional 27 thousand dollars was 
appropriated w h i c h  was not used. The question arises on 
wnether or not to spend this money for the maintenance of ex­
isting roads or upgrading other roads or returning the money 
to the state. Since receiving this request for this r efer­
endum, solicited legal opinion states that the GCA can be held 
liable for damages incurred as a result of this recent upgrade 
or any future maintenance or improvements to the roads or the 
Goode River Bridge.

Question:
1. Tne #27,000 should be used for maintaining the four 

recently upgraded roads. Yes No
2. The £27,000 should be used to upgrade other local 

access roads. Yes No
3. The $27,000 should be used to hire a professional' 

engineer to inspect the recently upgraded roads and 
to pay for any neccessary corrections for safety, 
therefore minimizing liability to GCA. Yes No

4. The $27,000 should be returned to the State. Yes N O

Fro S t a t e m e n t :
The $27,000 could be usea for several years to maintain 

local access roads, including snow removal. It has been esti­
mated that it would cost somewhere between $3,000 and $6,000 
a year to maint a i n  these loaal access roads.

W inter snow removal would a l l o w  acoess year round and 
would allow the Fire Department and EMTCs to respond to fire 
and medical  emergencies. Pot holes could be filled in the 
-spring and the roads could be graded throughout the spring.

Con Statement:
The acceptance of the $27,000 w i l l  put the community i n  

the road maintenance business while the intent of the $115,000 
was to bring the roads u p  t o  standard. Acc ept a n c e  establishes 
a precedent for other n e w  roads that wi l l  be built, w i t h  the 
communtiy expected to ma intain them. This also represents 
another step in our inertia towards local government, and i f  
and when Gustavus incorporated road m a i n t e n a n c e  and" liability 
costs would be substantial.



'I

. F a c t : I n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r  o f  1983?  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m
B o e i n g  M a r i n e  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M a r in e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
m e n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n f o r m i n g  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e i r " p l a n  t o  
b r i n g  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  t o  G u s t a v u s .  P l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  2 4 0  
p a s s e n g e r  b o a t  c o m in g  o n c e  a  week: w i t h  a  4 0  l b .  b a g g a g e  l i m i t  
a t  a p r i c e  o f  § 3 0  o n  a t e s t  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  su m m er o f  ' 8 4 ,  w i t h  
a l t e r a t i o n s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t n e  e x i s t i n g  f l o a t .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  
p r o t e s t  e x p r t s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a g r e e d  t o  p o s t p o n e  
s e r v i c e  u n t i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t n e
f o r m  o f  a  r e i e r e n d o m .  ( p . s .  On 12/13/83* a phoneca ll  was r ece ived  from DOT s t a t i r  
they could not  w a i t  f o r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  referendum to  do t h e i r  schedu le  and th e r e f o r e

^ e s . T . l c m ♦ w e r e  r e m o v i n g  G u s t a v u s  f r o m  the 1984 s u m m e r  route. T h e  G C A  w o u l d  

still like y o u r  o p i n i o n  on  this m a t t e r  so p l e a s e  a n s w e r  the questic
1. Snould the S t a t e  of Alaska bring jetfoil service to 

the community of Gustavus? Yes No

Pro Statement:
Jetfoil service would provide a cheaper means of trans­

portation and would thus enable m o r e  people to visit who would 
spend tourist dollars in our community. Other communities 
would be m o r e  accesible and m a y  lead to full-time ferry service, 
which w ould allo'.v increase! freight and vehicular services.
This would be an alterr ive for those w n o  do not like to fly.

Con Statement:
The community has rr ;edly petitioned against regular 

ferry service intthe p a s _ aiid jetfoil service represents the 
same. Alterations t o  thee-existing float could possibly Imperil 
local usage and. existing barge service, There are no existing 
facilities to handle a large influx of visitors and subsequent 
impact could be substantial and dp.trlmp.nt.fli to the community.

P a g e  2

1 1 . J e t f o i l  S e r v i c e -

111. Dude Creek Meadows Protection-

P a c t : In M a y  of 1983 a questionaire was sent t o  the
registered voters of Gustavus asking if the sandhill cranes 
wnich, during migration, feed and rest along Dude Creek be 
g i v e n  some# sort of protection. Eighty-one percent of those 
questioned replied " yes.” A  committee was established to 
research the options available for protecting sandhill cranes 
and recommended the Community A ssociat ion requ est the state 
legislature t h roug h F i s h  and Game, establish some 4 , 0 0 0  acres 
along D u d e  Creek as sandhill cx*ane critical habitat.

Q u e s t i o n :
( O p t i o n  1 )

1. Should approximately 4,000 acres^paralleling D u d e  
Creek be designated as. 'critical, habitat' for 'the 
sandhill crane? y y  (3 3 1

2 .  I f  " n e " ,  w o u ld  you  s u p p o r t  i n c l u s i o n  o f ^ vo n l y .  t h e _ a r e a  
w e s t  a f  D u d s  C r e e k  ( O p t i o n  2 ) ,  a r  some o t h e r " $ y p e  mf 
p r o t e c t i o n  o t h e r  t h « n Mc r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t "  7

Yaa -Na - S p e c i f y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



P a g e  3

Pro St a te me nt :
The s e t t i n g  a s i d e  o f  app rox ima te ly  4 ,000  acrtifa o f  Gustavus 

wet lands f o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  the approx imate ly  
7,000 s a n d h i l l  c ra nes  who r e s t  and f ee d  annualy in the Dude 
Creek meadows s i g n i f i e s  the committment t o  the w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  o f  w a t e r f o w l .  Boundaries  p r o t e c t  o n l y  the areas 
most h e a v i l y  used by the c r a n e s .  A l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  uses such as 
hunt ing ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  ha rv e st  and a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  use 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as l ong  as they do nr i n t e r f e r e  with the s p e c i e s .
The area would s er ve  f o r  p e r p e t u i t y  as a r e c r e a t i o n a l  a re a .  
Community i nput  on the  a r e a ' s  management can be v^ry s t r o n g  i f  
we help w r i t e  the l e g i s l a t i o n  and management piano

Con S ta teme nt :
Because Gustavus i s  a l re a ay  surrounded by 2 m i l l i o n  ac re s  

o f  Park,  any l ends  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  use wi th i n  our  community 
would on l y  h i n de r  f u r t h e r  growth and i s  merely  an at tempt  to 
l o c k  up more o f  our  s t a t e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses 
may be r e s t r i c t e d  by Fish &. Game a n d / o r  " e nv ironme nt a l  c o n c e r n s "
and o t h e r s  who may not  be t r u l y  in touch with our needs -  t h i s  
could  be d anger ous .  To l o c k  up lands  used o n l y  a c o u p l e  months
a year  by the c r a n e s ,  and l i k e l y  to  change by n a t u r a l  s u c c e s s i o n  
i s  unwise.
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L o c a t i o n ; T he  p r o p o s e d  Dude  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  

l o c a t e d  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  i m m e d i a t e l y  w e s t  o f  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  G u s t a v u s ;  t w o  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  B a r t l e t t  

C o v e ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k  (USGS 

q u a d  J u n e a u  B - 6 ) .

A r e a  D e s c r i p t i o n ; Dude  C r e e k  b i s e c t s  a  l o w  g r a d i e n t

a l l u v i a l  f a n  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  o u t w a s h  f r o m  t h e  G l a c i e r  Bay  

i c e  s h e e t  a t  i t s  N e o g l a c i a l  m ax im um .  O u tv / a s h  f o r m a t i o n  

c e a s e d  a n d  r e v e g e t . a t . i o n  b e g a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 00  y e a r s  

a g o ,  f o l l o w i n g  i c e  r e c e s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  B a r t l e t t  C o v e

a r e a .

A g e n e r a l l y  h i q h  w a t e r  t a b l e  h a s  f a v o r e d  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e x t e n s i v e  w e t  m e a d o w s  d o m i n a t e d  b y

s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s e d g e ,  m o s s ,  a n d  h o r s e t a i l .  W i l l o w  

t h i c k e t s ,  s c r u b  p i n e  f o r e s t s ,  t h e n  l u x u r i a n t  S i t k a  

s p r u c e  s t a n d s  a r e  a r r a y e d  i n  r o u g h  b a n d s  p a r a l l e l i n g  

Dude  C r e e k  a n d  n e a r b y  G ood R i v e r .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  h a s  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p r e s s e d  

w a t e r  t a b l e  a s  t h e  w a t e r c o u r s e s  a r e  a p p r o a c h e d .  To t h e  

s e a w a r d ,  m e a d o w s  g r a d e  i n t o  a  b r o a d  b a n d  o f  t h i c k e t s  

a n d  s c r u b  f o r e s t s .  T h i s  b a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  p a r a l l e l s  

t h e  p r e s e n t  b e a c h  a n d  o c c u p i e s  f o r m e r  t i d e l a n d s  t h a t

B a c k g round Information
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h a v e  r i s e n  i s o s t a t i c a l l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  r e c e s s i o n  o f  

N e o g l a c i a l  i c e  i n  n e a r b y  G l a c i e r  B a y .

T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  w e t  m e a d o w s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e i r  

k i n d  i n  t h e  I c y  S t r a i t  r e g i o n .  T h e i r  v e g e t a t i o n  

d i f f e r s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  m u s k e g s  t h a t  are- 

e x t e n s i v e  o n  P l e a s a n t  I s l a n d ,  C h i c h a g o f  I s l a n d ,  a n d  

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  M a i n l a n d .  C r a n e s  d o  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  s t o p  o v e r  r e g u l a r l y  i n  m u s k e g s  d u r i n g  

m i g r a t i o n .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n : T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  U p l a n d s  o f  G u  , t a v u s  p r o v i d e  

l e v e l ,  w e t ,  e v e n  m a r s h y ,  o p e n  c o u n t r y  r e m o t e  f r o m  h u m a n  

a c t i v i t y .  S i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y ,  t h e  m e a d o w s  

h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  f a l l  a n d  s p r i n g  b y  s t a g i n g  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  a t  l e a s t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

G u s t a v u s  h o m e s t e a d e r s .  S t r e v e l e r  a n d  M a t k i n  ( 1 9 8 3 )  

r e c o r d e d  a l m o s t  1 3 , 0 0 0  c r a n e s  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

G u s t a v u s  a r e a  i n  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 2 .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e m  w e r e  

o b s e r v e d  t o  h a v e  l a n d e d ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  T h e  o b s e r v e d  c r a n e s  r e p r e s e n t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y  p o p u l a t i o n  

e s t i m a t e d  b y  H e r t e r  ( 1 9 8 3 )  .

T h e  l o s s  o f  w i l d  w e t l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l v w a y  h a s  

l e d  t h e  f o u r  P a c i f i c  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  B r i t i s h

o
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C o l u m b i a  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  p r e s e r v e  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t s  f o r  c r a n e s .  H a b i t a t s  o f  k e y  

i m p o r t a n c e  p r o v i d e  c r a n e s  w i t h  f o o d  s o u r c e s  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  f a t  d e p o s i t i o n ,  s h a l l o w  w a t e r  f o r  r o o s t i n g ,  

v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  p r e d a t o r s ,  a n d  

r e m o t e n e s s  f r o m  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y .  S u c h  s i t e s  m u s t  b e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  a b u n d a n t  a l o n g  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  r o u t e  s o  a s  

t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  w h e n  c r a n e s  a r e  f o r c e d  d o w n  b y  a d v e r s e  

w e a t h e r .  C l e a r l y  i f  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  i s  t o  f l o u r i s h ,  t h e n  s i t e s ,  s u c h  

a s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a ,  w h i c h  a r e  o f  d a m o n s t r a t e d  v a l u e  

t o  c r a r e . s  m u s t  b e  a c c o r d e d  p r o t e c t i o n .

S t a t u t o r y  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  c r a n e  m e a d o w s  

a s  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  a l l o w  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

s t a g i n g  s i t e  f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h o s e

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  a t t r a c t  t h e  c r a n e s .  K i t h o u t  s u c h  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a  b y  c r a n e s  c a n  n o t  

b e  a s s u r e d .

0 ^ t ~

L a n d  S t a t u s : T h e r e  a r e  j u s t  u n a a r  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f

s t a t e - o w n e d  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t.he c a n d i d a t e  s p e c i a l  a r e a  

m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  a l l  b u t  

o n e  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  g r a z i n g

a n d  t i m b e r .  1 6 0  a c r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  i n  f e d e r a l

o w n e r s h i p .

t
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D u r i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s ,  t h e  l a n d  w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .  

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  s o u g h t  t o  

p u t  a n y  u n p a t e n t e d  l a n d s  i n  a  b e a r  p r e s e r v e  s t a t u s ,  

f o r c i n g  o u t  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  n o t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  p a t e n t e d  

h o m e s t e a d s .  I n c l u d e d  w a s  H e n r i e t t a  H o u s e ' s  h o m e s t e a d  

a l o n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k ,  h e n c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c r e e k  f o r  

h e r  n i c k n a m e .

I n  1 9 5 7 ,  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  o n c e  a g a i n  o p e n e d  t o  

h o m e s t e a d i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  u n p a t e n t e d  l a n d s  i n  

G u s t a v u s ,  a n d  i n  e a r l y  1 9 6 0  h o m e s t e a d i n g  w a s  c l o s e d  

w i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  s t a t e h o o d .

T h i s  l a n d  w a s  t h e n  d e s i g n a t e d  S t a t e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  l a n d s  

w i t h  S e c t i o n  1 6  d e s i g n a t e d  s c h o o l  l a n d s .  A s  f a r  a s  i s  

k n o w n ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c u r r e n t  l e a s e s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  

a l t h o u g h  a  g r a z i n g  l e a s e  i s  b e i n g  s o u g h t  b y  A l  U n r i e n  

i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  

h a b i t a t  a r e a .

The only known rights of v/ays or easements are along 

pr e - e x i s t i n g  tradi tional section lines.

A r e a ' s  H i s t o r y ; A s  f a r  a s  i s  k n o w n ,  t h e  A . L .  P a r k e r s

w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  t h e  a r e a .  B e t w e e n  1 9 1 6  a n d
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1 9 3 9  t h e y  g r a z e d  a s  m a n y  a s  2 0 0  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  T h e y  f e n c e d  a n d  d i d  s o m e

d i t c h i n g .

C r o s s - c o u n t r y  skiing, berry picking, hiking, hunting, 

and firewood g a t h ering have all been traditional uses 

of this area.

I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 5 0 ' s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a  W h i t e  A l i c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s t a t i o n  w a s  sti l i e d  w i t h  

t h e  l o w e r  D u d e  C r e e k  M e a d o w s  i n  m i n d .  M i l e s  o f  r a d i o  

c a b l e  w e r e  s t r u n g  b y  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  a  c a m p  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .

I n  1 9 5 9 ,  J o e  C a l b i c h  f i l e d  o n  1 6 0  a c r e s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e

o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a .  A r o a d  a n d  d i t c h i n g  w e r e

u n d e r t a k e n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c a b i n .  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  d i d  n o t  m e e t  h i s  c l e a r i n g  a n d  r e s i d e n c y

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  s o  h e  l o s t  t h i s  h o m e s t e a d .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

c r a n e s ,  o l d t i n i e r s  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  

b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c r a n e s  w e r e  d i s p e r s e d  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  

G u s t a v u s  a r e a  b e c a u s e  G u s t a v u s ,  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  t o d a y ,  

w a s  b a s i c a l l y  w e t  m e a d o w s  e x c e p t  f o r  a r e a s  a l o n g  m a j o r  

r i v e r s ,  c r e e k s ,  a n d  s l o u g h s .  W i t h  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  d u e  t o

o
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g l a c i a l  u p l i f t  a n d  d r a i n a g e  d o n e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  a i r p o r t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n  r o a d s ,  a  m a j o r  p a r t  

o f  t h e  " w e t  a r e a s "  o f  G u s t a v u s  w e r e  r e d u c e d .

N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s / W i l d l i f e : T h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s

c o n t a i n e d  i n s i d e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a r e  a s  

f o l l o w s :

1. F i r e w o o d

2. B e r r i e s

3. F u r b e a r i n g  m a m m a l s

4. W a t e r f o w l  ( f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g )

5.  F i s h  ( i n  D u d e  C r e e k )

6. G r a z i n g  l a n d  ( t h e s e  g r a z i n g  l a n d s  w e r e  u s e d

f r o m  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 9 ® ' s .  S o m e  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  h o m e s t e a d e r s  u s e d  t h i s  l a n d  f o r  

t h e i r  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e . )

S a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  a r e  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a ' s  p r e m i e r  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  T h o u s a n d s  s t o p  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  

w e t  m e a d o w s  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f a l l  

m i g r a t i o n .

G e e s e  o f  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  C a n a d a s ,  r e s t  

a n d  f o r a g e  i n  t h e  m e a d o w s  t h r o u g h  m u c h  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  

e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  a n d  f a l l .  F l o c k s  o f  u p  t o  3 0 0
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h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d .  A  f e w  m e r g a n s e r s  a n d  m a l l a r d s  m a y  

r e s i d e  a n d  r a i s e  y o u n g  a l o n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  w a t e r c o u r s e s .  

S n i p e ,  l e a s t  s a n d p i p e r s  a n d  s a v a n n a h  s p a r r o w s  n e s t  i n  

t h e  m e a d o w s ,  w h i l e  t h e  u s u a l  a r r a y  o r  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a n  

s o n g b i r d s  n e s t  i n  t h e  s h r u b l a n d s  a n d  f o r e s t s .  A  f e w  

h o r n e d  o w l s  n e s t  i n  t h e  b e s t  t i m b e r .  M o d e r a t e  n u m b e r s  

o f  r a p t o r s ,  n o t a b l y  m a r s h  h a w k s ,  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  

d u r i n g  m i g r a t i o n .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r  b i r d  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  

s p a r s e .  . R a v e n s ,  m a g p i e s ,  a n d  e a g l e s  o c c u r  i n  s m a l l  

n u m b e r s .  C h i c k a d e e s  a n d  c r o s s b i l l s  a r e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  

a m o n g  t h e  s m a l l  s o n g b i r d s .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  a b u n d a n c e  o f  l o n g t a i l e d  

v o l e s ,  m a m m a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  l a r g e .  A  f e w  b l a c k  

b e a r s  o c c u p y  t h e  a r e a ' s  w o o d e d  f r i n g e s .  C o y o t e s  a n d  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  w o l v e s  t r a v e r s e  t h e  a r e a .  M a r t e n  a r e  a t  

t i m e s  c o m m o n  i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  h a b i t a t s ,  

w h i l e  w e a s e l s  a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a b u n d a n t .  A  f e w  o t t e r s  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  o c c u p y  D u d e  C r e e k  a n d  G o o d  R i v e r ,  w h i c h  

h a v e  v e r y  s m a l l  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s .  R e d  s q u i r r e l s  a b o u n d  

i n  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  a n d  p o r c u p i n e s  o c c u r  s p a r s e l y  a l o n g  

c r e e k s  a n d  f o r e s t  e d g e s .

-9-



M u c h  t h o r o u g h f a r e  b y  t h e  l a r g e r  m a m m a l s  o c c u r s  a l o n g  

t h e  f o r e s t e d  D u d e  C r e e k  c o r r i d o r ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  

l a s t  w h o l l y  i n t a c t  u p l a n d  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  G u s t a v u s  

b e a c h  a n d  w i l d l a n d s  w i t h i n  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .

P u b l i c  A c c e s s ; A c c e s s  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  a l o n g  a l l  

s e c t i o n  l i n e s .  T h e  p r e f e r r e d  a c c e s s  i s  o n  t h e  s e c t i o n  

l i n e  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  o n  t h e  G  j o d  R i v e r  R o a d  

w h i c h  i s  T o w n s h i p  4 0 S o u t h ,  R  m g e  5 8 E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  

M e r i d i a n .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  l i n e  r u n s  b e t w e e n  s e c t i o n s  1 1 ,  

1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  a n d  e x t e n d s  w e s t .

T h r e a t s  t o  t h e  C r a n e s : V e g e t a t i v e  s u c c e s s i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e

p r o c e e d i n g  t o w a r d  f o r e s t  o v e r  m u c h  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  

a r e a .  T h i s  t e n d e n c y  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y  c r e e k  e n t r e n c h m e n t  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i m p r o v e d  d r a i n a g e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  l a n d  

u p l i f t .  T w o  p r o c e s s e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o c c u r r i n g :  

s p r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  b r u s h  a n d  f o r e s t  z o n e s ,  a n d  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p i n e  a n d  w i l l o w  s e e d l i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  

m u c h  o f  t h e  m e a d o w s .

A n y  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i m p r o v e s  d r a i n a g e  w i l l  

a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  s h i f t  a w a y  f r o m  w e t  m e a d o w ,  a n d  h e n c e  

f r o m  t h e  h a b i t a t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c r a n e s .  D i t c h i n g  

m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a v o i d e d  i n  o r  u p g r a d i e n t  f r o m  t h e
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m e a d o w s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ' s  

b o u n d a r i e s  i n c l u d e  a l l  k e y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  

w a t e r s h e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  c e r t a i n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a t  i t s  

S o u t h e a s t  m a r g i n  a n d  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  t o  t h e  

n o r t h .  T h e r e f o r e ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  d i t c h i n g  i n  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e n  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I t  w i l l  b e  

d e s i r a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s e e k  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  a d j a c e n t  

l a n d o w n e r s .

H a r r a s s m e n t  o f  c r a n e s  b y  p e o p l e  o r  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  

a n i m a l s  i s  a  s e c o n d  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t .  C r a n e s  a r e  

n o t o r i o u s l y  s h y ,  a n d  n o w  f r e q u e n t  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  r e m o t e  

w e t  m e a d o w s  a v a i l a b l e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  w i l l  

p r o b a b l y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t e  h u m a n  u s e  o f  

t h e  C r i t i c a ]  H a b i t : t  A r e a  l a n d s  t h e m s e l v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

m i g r a t i o n  s e a s o n .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n d s  o u t s i d e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

v
b o u n d a r i e s  m a y  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  i n  t h i s  c o n t e s t . 

I t  w i l l  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  c l a s s i f y  a d j a c e n t  s t a t e  l a n d s  

f o r  u s e s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  c r a n e s .  P r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  

s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  a d j a c e n t  p r i v a t e  

l a n d s  m a y  b e c o m e  v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  t o  p r e c l u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

w i t h  i n e s c a p a b l e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .
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S u p p o r t : T h e  l o c a l  f o r u m  f o r  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n  G u s t a v u s  i s

t h e  G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  D u r i n g  a  r e c e n t

r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t ,  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  w a s  p o l l e d

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c r i t i c a l  c r a n e  h a b i t a t

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a .  T h a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  

( p C * ~ Q ‘5' j tU,/or- t>J

i s s u e  w a s  ve-ry tv.. : 1 : ve— î r e s t a b l i s h i n g  s u c h  a n  a r e a .

T h e r e  i s  m a r g i n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  

c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  a  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  T h e  f a r m e r s  w h o  r e s i d e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  s i t e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b u t  t h e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

f u t u r e  s t a t e  l e a s e s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e i r  

a c r e a g e .  T h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  a  c o n f l i c t  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c r a n e  a n d  c a t t l e ' s  

f e e d i n g  s i t e .



IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTE E N T H  L EGISLATURE - FIRST S E S SI ON

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: " A n  Act C r e a t i n g  the D u d e  Creek

C ritical Habitat Area"

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A :

S e c t i o n  1. AS 16.20.230 is amended b y  adding a new 

paragraph to read:

(12) (A) Duds Creek: All land and w a ter contained

in the following a r e a s :

Township l\.0 South, Range £8 East, 

C o p p e r  Rive r M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  2 

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  9 

S e c t i o n  10

S e c t i o n  11 W^sNEfts, VI k  

S e c t i o n  lij. Lot 3, NVJ-i,

s v ik s v ik

S e c t i o n  15 

S e c t i o n  16 N-g, SE'i



(B) The purpose of AS 16.20.230 (12) is to protect 

and enhance the l e sser sandhill cranes and the wet 

m e a d o w  habitat w h i c h  is a key roostin g area for 

m i g r a t i n g  l e sser sandhill cranes, and to provide 

for continued public use and enjoyment of the area 

in a m anne r compatible w i t h  the p r o t e c t i o n  of 

l e s s e r  sandhill c r a n e3 and their habitats,

( C ) The Dude C r e e k  Critical Habitat A r e a  w i l l  be 

m a n a g e d  in accordance w i t h  a mana gement p l a n  p r e­

pared by the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  &  Game in c o n s u l­

tati o n  w i t h  the community of Gustavus.

(D) Hunting, fishing and trappixig will continue 

to occur in accordance wi th h a rves t regulations as 

established b y  the Boards of Fisheries and Game,

The following public uses and activities shall be 

allowed: wildlife viewing; firew o o d  harvesting; 

mechan ized and non-me chanized access; hiking; 

b e r r y  picking; and grazing; unless such activities 

are documented to be detrimental to the m i g r ating 

l esser sandhill cranes or their habitat.



DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA: H B 3 12

Even the modest growth and development around small towns can have big 
consequences for the wildlife of Alaska. The case of Gustavus, in 
Southeast Alaska, is a good example. Half or more of the entire Pacific 
population of lesser sandhill cranes stop over In the Gustavus area during 
their Fall migration South. In years past, the cranes were dispersed over 
the whole Gustavus area, because wet meadows, their favorite habitat, 
were plentiful. But the construction of the airport and main roads, 
combined with natural forest succession, have severely reduced the wet 
meadows in the area. These m e a d o w s  provided the cranes with rich food 
for their migration, shallow water for roosting, visibility for protection 
from predators, and remoteness from human activity. Most of the 
migrating cranes now concentrate in the Dude Creek area Immediately 
west of Gustavus, one of the few areas where suitable m e a d o w s  remain.

House Bill 312 would establish the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, for 
the protection and enhancement of the cranes and of the Dude Creek wet 
meadows, the key roosting area for the migrating cranes. The State owns 
almost all of the m e a d o w s — about 4100 acres presently managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources. The rest of tne land (160 acres) is 
federally owned. Under the bill, the m e a d o w s  would be open to public 
access, grazing, firewood harvesting, wildlife viewing, hiking and berry 
picking, as long as those activites didn't harm the cranes or tneir habitat. 
The Department of Fish and G a m e  would develop a plan in consultation 
with the community of Gustavus and approved by the Board of G a m e  for the 
management of the area.

Similar efforts to protect the fiyway of the lesser sandhill cranes are 
being made in the four Pacific states, as well as in British Columbia. The 
concept of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area w a s  endorsed in a 
community-wide referendum in Gustavus in January 1984, by a 66-25 vote. 
This bill has subsequently received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association.

The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports HB312 with enthusiasm. The 
sandhill cranes that stop over in Gustavus travel nearly statewide.
Because of their distincitve profile, these handsome birds are often 
recognized at great distances as they fly. Although the critical habitat 
area is in Gustavus, it benefits all or Alaska.
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