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COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE

FURTHER

1/16/85

Date:

The Committee on J"r” *~ "1 o1 has had

Re] ;'u, to mjo'UQSfting speed Zone in Soyard Ilijyhvrev.

under consideration and recommends:

I | do pass [ Ho not pass

[ 1 do pass with attached amendments(s)

[ Jsame title
[ 1 replace with CS for [ 1 new title
and recommends
[ 1 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent"” [UT~New Fiscal Note A
[ 1 Zero Fiscal Note Attached
L 1 reports it back without recommendation
[ 1 referred to the Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING

DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



—.n. Alaska N>tate ILegitMattue
KAB. 1308
W? &) House of Representatives m%%g?
While in Session:
\s Representative Mike Szymanski Mmd

Oftict.il Business ﬁa#lﬁemsz)l L%O%Jite 1w
Phone e

Ahone S

Juneau, Alaska 9811

January 30, 1985

TO: Represop|ativ*-Bette Capo
FROM: R sl/im
RE: HR 1

Enclosed please find backup information on HRC 1.

This resolution re';_.sts that DOT/PFinvestigate the possibility  of
establishin([; a speed zone of 45 miles per hour on the Seward Highway
between mile s 100 and mile s 103.5. That portion of the highway
encompasses the rapidly growing communities of Bird and Indian.

Because of population growth and existing hazardous condJ ons, the

number of accidents and injuries/fatalities along that se " the
highway has dramatically increased inrecent years. As a re; .\ the
Bird/Indian Community Council has identified lowering the spee Jt as

a top community priority. Infact, apetition sup-orting a c”edzone
was circulated in 1984 and gathered 68signatures (enclosed).

It has been calculated thatreduced speed would only result in an
additional 30 seconds on the average trip - a small price for a human
life.

| introduced an identical resolution (HCR 44) last session which passed
the hi use but did not clear the Senate.

enclosures



Number of accidents involving excess speed as the contributing
factor on mile 100 103.5 of the Seward Highway (tlirough Bird/
Indian)

DATE NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS DEGREE OF INJURY
1977 4 4 minor ."injuries
194 . 3 3 minor injuries
1979 3 3 minor injuries

3 major injuries
1990 3 2 minor injuries
1981 4 4 minor injuries
1982 1 1 fat"Linjury

1983 (until Sept.) 3 4 minor injuries



MORE

'INFORMATION FOR FIELD CONFAG

INDICATES THE CONTRIBUTING
FACTOR'S ASCRIBED TO THIS

UE-l« AW T4-PH-TAAK A4AT-A2-5N-
COMES FROM FORii 12-203 BOXES
22(ITEM *450) & 23 (ITEM *460)
“1F-TH IS -I-S-H-i-|E-L-EFF-V FK-RG{E -~
RECORDED ON THE FORii OR BOXES
24 (ITEM*470) AND 25(ITEM *430)
—+-F—THE—THE&H-T-VEH-1 ELE ~REGBSifrE B-

'ON «THE FORM.
VALI'N CODES AND MEANINGS:
) NOT APPLICABLE

UNKNOWN

NONE

-nLC&rrOb—T&Snf- GfVErh

ALCOHOL-NO TEST GIVEN

ALCOHOL SUSPECTED, NOT PROVEN

-BASKING mINSAFEDbTr-

DRIVER INATTENTION

DRIVER INEXPERIEHCE

-DRUGS- ( ILL EG:-rrry------------

rsi
FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY

12 ILLNESS
K5 ~ ...,S-F-SGNB-teUSN&rS 1
14 -IPASSENGER DISTRACTION j5
15 “m [ S  PASSING CR LANE USAGE IMPROPER COX o
—T4 e —P&BESTRIAN-ERR eR/CQNFOS-I-BN !
17 PHYSICAL DISABILITY
18 PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
-T9 TRAFFIS-C 8M-TR&L—BE VI-GE- D-B-SR-EGVIR-DED-------r---- R —
*20 VX-TURNING IMPROPERLY .  .Xv. > *
21 . "S- UNSAFE SPEED "9 H pm LV
B J— — WHER-HtWftN-FAETGR e e e
41 ACCELERATION DEFECTIVE
42 BRAKES DEFECTIVE
--43 HEABLTG4FIAJ>EFEGT-IVE-
44 -OTHER LIGHTING DEFECTS
45 OVERSIZED VEHICLE
-46 STEERIME-FATLURE =~ --——--
47 TIRE FAILURE/INADEQUATE
48 TOW HITCH DEFECTIVE
MORE- . ">
50 . OTHER VEHICULAR FACTOR
) E—— AHI MAL-'S--ACTION
62 GLARE
63 VIEW OBSTRUCTED/LIMITED
64 CH'-HEft—ErMVf-RSNFE i ITAL - P AC/TOR"
71 LANE MARKING IMPROPER/INADEQUATE
72 CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS
. FAVBIEAFAETEft-1-BRTrt-ev
74 PAVEMENT SLIPPERY
75 SHOULDERS
76 S-1-BN5—HffPffiMG-Z-INQPERAT-IVE---
77 TRAFFIC SIGNAL INOPERATIVE
78 CONSTRUCTION AREA

4n. f)744FR-ROA WAt -FARFFQ Revereereeeeeee
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We, the undersigned, residents of Indian and of Eird
Greek, Alaska - on Turnagain Arm - respectfully request your
support in our appeal to the State's Department of Transpor-
tation to create a speed zone on that stretch of the Seward
Highway that passes through our two communities. We feel that

the above is a particularly dangerous ( and well- traveled )

piece of highway, one that by its very straightness and openess

encourages motorists to drive at high speed through our rural,

residential communities.

(PLEASE PKIHT)

NAME HAILING ADjjPSSS
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HOUSE JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT
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HCR
1
STATE Cr ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
HSCAL NOTE
FWisior, Dete:

Pece | of 2
Ii'e: egpee on trlfﬂgevmrd Highwey E%%/mc |0|(1J0ry Affected —Desrgrram
SBDMUFWWW BRU» Program or—Subprogramis) Affected:
% Osft I&equest
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CAPITAL o 0 V-0
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ANALYSIS  Please refer to the attached page.
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No. IS H%ii&LENﬁNfL Fcbfua.vB.1985
?CR
FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
HCR 1 Page 2 of 2

Analysis of the fiscal inpact on existing program.

Can be absorbed within existing program

Analysis of the fiscal inpact on new programs.

None

Analysis of how the figures in the fiscal note were derived.

labor: 1.5 days for a traffic engineer @ S289 per day

(Salary & benefits) m8434
equipment: estimated cost for use of statevehicle and radar = 66
8500

Additional information.

It is the policy of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DCT&PF) to have and maintain uniform statewide criteria for the
establislurent of speed zones. National studies have shown that speed
zones are most effective when estalished at or near the 85th percentile
speed, which is defined as that speed at orbelow which 85 percent of the
traffic is traveling. The effect of levering the speed zone lever than
the 85th percentile may actually increase the number of accidents because
of the increased conflict between faster moving vehicles and slower moving
vehicles.

In the fall of 19B3 and the fall of 198*1, the DOT&PF conducted speed
studies in the area identified in HCR 1 and found that the results did not
support reducing the posted limit; however, the Department will continue
to monitor the situation as traffic volume and corcnercial development
increases.

The 198*1 Legislature appropriated 850,000 for safety flashing lights for
this segment of the highway. As a result of a September 12, 1984 meeting
between DOT&PF personnel and the Bird Creek Indian Gontmmity Council, the
council recognized that reducing the speed limit may not solve their
problem. After thorough discussions, tie majority present passed a motion
to install flashing yellow beacons on top of the existing pedestrian
warning signs located at Bird Creek for south bound traffic and near the
Bird House for northbound traffic. It is hoped that these beacons will
impress upon drivers not to exceed the posted legal speed limit.

Our Central Region Division of Maintenance and Operations is currently
working with Chugach Electric to extend service to the existing pedestrian
warning signs so that the flashing yellow beacons can be installed. Power
is available at the southern sign; however, approximately one-quarter mile
of new line must be installed to provide power to the northern sign. |In
addition, transformers, electrical boxes, etc, must be Installed. The
Department does not forsee any problems and hopes to lave the flashing
beacons installed this summer

In addition, the Department will review the possibility of extending the
no passing zones through this area. If the extension is warranted, it
will be included in next sumner<s highway stripping program.





