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COM M ITTEE REPO RT 

H O U SE

F U R T H E R

1/16/85

D a t e :

The C o m m i t t e e  on J' r ” ' ' 11 1  has had

R e ]  ; ' u ,  t o  m j o ' U Q S f t l n g  s p e e d  z o n e  i n  S o y a r d  IIij»hv7e v .

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

[ *• ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )
[ ] same title

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS f o r ________________________________________________ [ ] new title

and r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of I n te nt " [ U T ^ N e w  Fiscal Note ^
[ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached

[ ] r e p o r t s  it back w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to the ________________________________________________ C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  M E M B E R S  H A V I N G

DO PA SS O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
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Oftict.il Business

Alaska ^>tate ILegi^lattue
H ou se  o f R ep re sen ta tiv e s  

Representative Mike Szymanski
Rep. Mike Szymanski 
801 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 102 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Phone 276-6731

SK-A-Bo*. I3C4B 
Anchorage, Alaska 09502 

Phone (907) 349-3373

While in Session: 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

January 3 0 ,  1985

TO:

FROM: 

RE:

Enclosed p l e a s e  f in d  backup in fo rm a t io n  on HRC 1.

This  r e s o l u t i o n  r e ' ; _ . s t s  th a t  D0T/PF i n v e s t i g a t e  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a speed zone o f  45 m i l e s  per hour on the  Seward Highway
between m i l e  s 100 and m i l e  s 1 0 3 .5 .  That p o r t i o n  of  the  highway
encompasses  the  r a p i d l y  growing communities  o f  Bird and Ind ia n .

Because of  p o p u la t io n  growth and e x i s t i n g  hazardous condJ o n s ,  the  
number of  a c c i d e n t s  and i n j u r i e s / f a t a l i t i e s  a long  t h a t  se  ">f the
highway has d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  As a re; . \ the
B ir d / I n d ia n  Community Counci l  has i d e n t i f i e d  lo w er ing  the  sp ee  . i t  as  
a top community p r i o r i t y .  I n f a c t ,  a p e t i t i o n  s u p - o r t i n g  a c ^ e d  zone
was c i r c u l a t e d  i n  1984 and gath ered  68 s i g n a t u r e s  ( e n c l o s e d ) .

I t  has been c a l c u l a t e d  th a t  reduced speed would o n ly  r e s u l t  in  an
a d d i t i o n a l  30 seconds  on the  average  t r i p  -  a sm a l l  p r i c e  f o r  a human
l i f e .

I in troduced  an i d e n t i c a l  r e s o l u t i o n  (HCR 44) l a s t  s e s s i o n  which passed  
the  hi use but did not  c l e a r  the Sen a te .

Represop | a t i v ^ - B ’e t t e  Capo 

R s l / i  ■

HCR 1

e n c lo s u r e s



Number of accidents involving excess speed as the contributing 
factor on mile 100 103.5 of the Seward Highway (tlirough Bird/

Indian)

DATE NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS DEGREE OF INJURY

1 9 7 7  4 4 minor .'injuries

1 9  /CI ' 3 3 m inor injuries

1 9 7 9  3 3 minor injuries
3 major injuries

1990 3  2 minor injuries

1 9 8 1  4 4 m i nor injuries

1982 1 1  fat"L injury

1983 (until Sept.) 3 4 m i nor injuries



MORE •
'INFORMATION FOR F I E L D  CONFAG :

 --------
IN D I C A T E S  TH E C O N T R IB U T IN G  
FACTOR'S A S C R IB E D  TO T H I S  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- UE-I«  e ^ W T 4 - P H - T ^ ^ K ^ 4 ^ r - ^ ? - s  I N ­
COMES FROM FO Rii 1 2 - 2 0 3  BOXES 
2 2 ( I T E M  * 4 5 0 )  & 2 3 ( IT E M  * 4 6 0 )  

- 1 F - T H  -I S  -I-S-H-i-l E - L - E F F - V  FK -RGtE-----

V A L l ' N CODES AND MEANINGS:
• • • • •  NOT AP P L IC A BL E

RECORDED ON THE FORii OR BOXES  
2 4 ( I T E M * 4 7 0 )  AND 2 5 ( I T E M  * 4 3 0 )  

—I- F—TH E—THE &H-T-VEH-I  E-L-E -- REGBfifrE B- 
’ON • THE FORM.

UNKNOWN 
NONE

-nLC&rrOb—T&Snf-  G fV Erh
\ y : ALCO H O L-N O  T E S T  G IV E N

ALCOHOL S U S P E C T E D , NOT PROVEN 
-BASKING ■ UNS-AF Eb r -  
DRIVER IN A T T E N T I O N  
DRI VER I N E X P E R IE H C E  

-DRUGS- ( I L L -EG:-rrrv------------

rs i
FOLLOWING TOO CLOSELY  

1 2  I L L N E S S
- K 5  — — r h Z )  S -F -S G N B - te U S N & rS    : : ------------------

1 4  - / P A S S E N G E R  D I S T R A C T I O N  j 5
1 5  “  ■ /  S' P A S S I N G  CR LANE USAGE IMPROPER , X ' ' .

—T 4  -------------— P & BE-S -T-R-I -AN- E R R e R / CQNF OS-I-BN----------------- 1-------------------------------------------------
1 7  P H Y S I C A L  D I S A B I L I T Y
1 8  P R E S C R I P T I O N  MEDICATION

- T 9 ------------------------------------ T RAF F I S - C  8M-TR&L— BE V I-GE- D-B-SR-EGVrR-DED------------ : : 7 -----------------
• 2 0  v X - T U R N I N G  IMPROPERLY . .Xv. >; * . .
2 1  . ' S - UNSAFE S P E E D  ' ' 9  H  •' p ■ ' V •'

- 2 2 ----------------------- — W H E R - H t W f t N - F A e T G R  -------------------------------------- :------   ' "-----
4 1  ACCELERATION D E F E C T I V E
4 2  BRAKES D E F E C T I V E  - -

- - 4 3 ----------------------------------- HEABLTG4FI^J>EFEGT-IVE-
4 4  -OTHER LIG H T IN G  DEFEC TS
4 5  OV ERS IZED V EH IC LE
-46   STEERiME-FAT LURE  ------
4 7  T I R E  F A I L U R E / I N A D E Q U A T E
4 8  TOW HITCH D E F E C T I V E

MORE- • " / > - :
5 0  • OTHER VEHICULAR FACTOR

 64------------------------------- ------ A HI  M AL-'-S --A C T I O N---------------------------
6 2  GLARE
6 3  VIEW O B S T R U C T E D / L I M I T E D

 6 4 ----------------------------------- CH'-HEft—ErMVf-RSNriE i IT AL -  P AC/TOR"
7 1  LANE MARKING IM P R O P E R /IN A D EQ U A T E
7 2  CONSTRUCTION D E B R I S

 F A V B i E ^ F ^ E T E f t - I - B R T r t - e v ------------------------- 1 r a -------------------------------
7 4  PAVEMENT S L I P P E R Y
7 5  SHOULDERS

 7 6 ----------------------------------- S-I-BN5—HffPffiMG-Z-INQPERAT-IVE---
7 7  T R A F F I C  S I G N A L  I N O P E R A T I V E
7 8  CONSTRUCTION AREA

 4 ^ . ----------------------------------- f ) 744FR-ROA I> W At -FARFFQ R-----------------
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W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  I n d i a n  a n d  o f  E i r d  

G r e e k ,  A l a s k a  -  o n  T u r n a g a i n  Arm -  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  

s u p p o r t  i n  o u r  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  S t a t e ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r ­

t a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a  s p e e d  z o n e  o n  t h a t  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  S e w a r d  

H i g h w a y  t h a t  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  o u r  t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s .  We f e e l  t h a t  

t h e  a b o v e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a n g e r o u s  (  a n d  w e l l -  t r a v e l e d  )  

p i e c e  o f  h i g h w a y ,  o n e  t h a t  b y  i t s  v e r y  s t r a i g h t n e s s  a n d  o p e n e s s  

e n c o u r a g e s  m o t o r i s t s  t o  d r i v e  a t  h i g h  s p e e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  r u r a l ,  

r e s i d e n t i a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

( P L E A S E  P K I H T )
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H O U S E  J O U R N A L  S U P P L E M E N T

iVbniaiv •% 1'9,S5 No 1 15

HCR
1

STATE Cr ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
____________ FISCAL NOTE_____________

F W lS io r , Date:
FISCAL DETAILAgency Atioctftd: CGTsFF_________
Prcgran Category Affected: Design and

_____________________________________ Construction______________________
Sponsor: Representative Szymansfci_______  BRU» Program or Subprogram!s) Affected:
Requestor: ___________________________  __________________________________
Date of Request: ______________________  __________________________________
EXPEMDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Collars)

OPERATING FY 85 FY 66 fy 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 
200 TRAVEL 
300 QDNTFACIUAL 
400 SUPPLIES 
500 ecuipment 
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS r CLAIMS 
800 MISCELLANEOUS

.434

• Ubb

TOTAL OPERATING 000 -0- -0- -O— -0-

CAPITAL . .  . -0- -0- -b- -v.- . -0" -
REVENUE -O- _ -0- -0- -0‘ . .

FUNDING: (Thousands of Col Iar3)
GENERAL HJND .500 -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS
C/HiER
TOTAL .500 -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -O— -0- -0- - 0- -0-
PART-TIME -0- -u- -0- -0- -0-
TEMPORARY —O— -0- -0- -0- -0-

ANALYSIS; Please refer to the attached page.

Page I of 2REQUESTBill/Resolution No.: HGU
T itle: Speed Zone on the Seward Highway

Prepared By: 
Division:
Approved by 
Agency: COTftPF

Phene: 266-1462
tMte: 2/ 5/85
Cote: ____2-6-55

-1-



No. IS H O U S E  J O U R N A L  F c b f u a . v B . i 9 8 5SUPPLEMENT
tiCR
I

FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

HCR 1 Page 2 of 2

1. Analysis of the fiscal inpact on existing program.

Can be absorbed within existing program

2. Analysis of the fiscal inpact on new programs.

None

3. Analysis of how the figures in the fiscal note were derived.

labor: 1.5 days for a traffic engineer @ S289 per day
(Salary & benefits) ■ 8434

equipment: estimated cost for use of state vehicle and radar = 66
8500

4. Additional information.

It is the policy of the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(DCT&PF) to have and maintain uniform statewide criteria for the 
establislurent of speed zones. National studies have shown that speed 
zones are most effective when estalished at or near the 85th percentile 
speed, which is defined as that speed at or below which 85 percent of the
traffic is traveling. The effect of levering the speed zone lever than
the 85th percentile may actually increase the number of accidents because 
of the increased conflict between faster moving vehicles and slower moving 
vehicles.

In the fall of 19B3 and the fall of 198*1, the DOT&PF conducted speed 
studies in the area identified in HCR 1 and found that the results did not 
support reducing the posted limit; however, the Department will continue 
to monitor the situation as traffic volume and corcnercial development 
increases.

The 198*1 Legislature appropriated 850,000 for safety flashing lights for 
this segment of the highway. As a result of a September 12, 1984 meeting 
between DOT&PF personnel and the Bird Creek Indian Gontmmity Council, the 
council recognized that reducing the speed limit may not solve their 
problem. After thorough discussions, tie majority present passed a motion 
to install flashing yellow beacons on top of the existing pedestrian 
warning signs located at Bird Creek for south bound traffic and near the 
Bird House for northbound traffic. It is hoped that these beacons will 
impress upon drivers not to exceed the posted legal speed limit.

Our Central Region Division of Maintenance and Operations is currently 
working with Chugach Electric to extend service to the existing pedestrian 
warning signs so that the flashing yellow beacons can be installed. Power 
is available at the southern sign; however, approximately one-quarter mile 
of new line must be installed to provide power to the northern sign. In 
addition, transformers, electrical boxes, etc, must be Installed. The 
Department does not forsee any problems and hopes to lave the flashing 
beacons installed this summer.

In addition, the Department will review the possibility of extending the 
no passing zones through this area. If the extension is warranted, it 
will be included in next sumner°s highway stripping program.
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