


Introduced: 2/15/85
Referred: Transportation and Finance

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 2 2 , 0 0 0  
O t h e r  F u n d s  -0-

$22,000
I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T A Y L O R  A N D  S U N D

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 0 1  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to 

p r o v i d e  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  to 

H y d e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 2 2 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  

to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e x p e n s e s  

i n c u r r e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  t o  H y d e r  f o r  t h e  

f i s c a l  y e a r  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1986.

*  Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1985.



V o t i n g  "Yes": Troll
Cruise
King
McCarty
Steward
Hansen
Bartholomew
None
None

Voting "No": 
Absent:
4 votes required for passage 
Effective date: 2/19/85

K E T C H I K A N G A T E W A Y B O R O U G H

Resolution No. 612

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH, ALASKA, 
ENDORSING IMPLEMENTATION OF ALASKA 
MARINE HIGHWAY SERVICE BETWEEN 
KETCHIKAN AND HYDER, ALASKA

R E C I T A L S

A. The Southeastern Alaska Transportation Plan pub­
lished by the Alaska Department of Transportation in June 
1980 recommends that ferry service be introduced to Hyder 
Alaska in 1985.

B. The Governor's Alaska Marine Highway Task Force 
determined that ferry service between Ketchikan and Hyder 
would be economically viable and recommended that service 
commence in 1986. The Task Force projects that the proposed 
route would generate capacity passenger and vehicle loads in 
both directions which would increase revenues to the State 
of Alaska.

C. 'J’he 141 miles of paved highway from Hyder, Alaska 
connects with B.C. Highway 16 in Terrace, B.C. and provides 
a shorter highway route to the lower 48 states than is cur­
rently available from Prince Rupert.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH, ALASKA, as follows:

Section 1 . The Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly 
endorses implementation of Alaska Marine Highway service 
between Ketchikan and Hyder, Alaska and urges the State of 
Alaska to provide such service as soon as possible.

Section 2 . The Borough Clerk is directed to send a 
copy of this resolution to Deputy Commissioner Camp, DOT/PF, 
Marine Highway System.

Section 3 . This resolution is effective upon adoption.

ADOPTED this _I

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

( / 1 ( j u t e t j U l M -  lV-
MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY



COMMITTEE REPORT 

HOUSE
- r /

<7 ) FURTHER:

7/15/35

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on

Date

has had

: : ■■

HP. 20!
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STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
________________ FISCAL NOTE_______________

Revision Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bi'ii/kesolution No.: HB 201 Agency artecied: D O T & P F ________
Title An act making appropriation to Program Category Affected:transportation

DOT&PF to provide weekly summer Marine Highway service________________________________________
to Hyder. Sponsor: Taylor & Sund______________  t*HU, Program or SucDrogrannsj Affecteo:

Requestor:___________________________ Alaska Marine Highway System____________
Date of Request:____________________ ____________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: .'Thousands Q- Dollars i
FY 36 FY 37 FY 85 irv  oq FY 90 FY 91

OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- 1 - 0 -
1 uu rcRSuNAL iin V IC S S -0- -0- -0- - 0 - i -0-
200 TRAVEL 1 1 .0 2.1 l 2.2 2.4 1 2.5
300 CONTRACTUAL i 6.0 12.7 1 13.5 14.3 1 15.1
^00 SUPPLIES 3.5 7.4 i 7.3 8.3 t 8.8
500 EQUIPMENT ' l - ' l
500 LAND & STRUCTURES i | i i i
700 CRANTS, CLAIMS i 1 i
3C0 MISCELLANEOUS i 1 • i 1

TOTAL OPERATING i 10.5 22.2 23.5 25.0 i 20.4

l h P i i A L  i 1 ' ' 1

j REVENUE Ctei\s€rvc<hse.i) I 1 .2 2.5 2./  0.9 3.0 I

FUNDING: fThou^ands nf Dollars!
j L i t u f n L  r ' 1 0 . 4 ' 2 2 . 0 2 3 . 3  2 4 . 3 2 5 . 2
FEDERAL FUNDS I I -  : !
OTHER p GM R e c , 1 . 1 1 . 2 . 2  . 2 j . 2  1
TOTAL I 1 0 . 5 1 2 2 . 2 )  1 2 3 . 5  ' 2 5 . 0 ' 2 6 . 4

P O S I T I O N S :
‘ 1/* c j  — -

r U L L “  1 I .  '.C - 0 - 1 - 0 -  . 1 - 0 - 1o11o1 ! - 0 -
f’ART-TIME - 0 - 1 - 0 - ! - 0 - 1o11o1 1 - 0 -
TEMPORARY - 0 - i - 0 - 1 - 0 - 1 0 1 1 0 1 - 0 -

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

- See Attached -

Phene: 465-3950 
Date: 2/25/85

D.ite: l / l 7 & r

7/1/84

QGp„ _____ ^ .
Prepared By: JtieHK fcimp' ^
Division: Alaska Mar/ine Highwa^vaten^)

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: DOT&PF________ '

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Recuestor
Office of Management and Budgc-t 
Impacted Agency(ies)



ANALYSIS HB 201

Service to Hyder could not begin until a suitable docking and 
terminal facility were constructed. Engineer estimates for site 
selection, design and construction would require from eighteen 
(18) to twenty-four (24) months.

A s s u m p t i o n s :

Assuming an eighteen (18) month time frame to our the facility 
on-line, terminal and vessel operating costs would not be 
required in FY 36 and in FY 87 only for the last quarter. FY 88 
and onward, would require full funding for the operation of a 
summer schedule.

While the terminal building would be heated, lighted and have 
restroom facilities nc state employee would be stationed in 
Hyder. A contractual arrangement with the City of Hyder or a 
local resident is opted and payment for services would be from 
ticket sale commissions generated by the contractor.

A link between Hyder and Ketchikan added to the present routes 
would provide a new option for travelers. This could result in 
an increase in traffic.



P O S I T I O N

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities has no 
position on the concept of weekly Marine Highway summer service 
connecting to the land highway system of Hyder, Alaska. Such 
service would provide an alternate connection to the British 
Columbia land highway network, serve an increased number of 
Alaskans and provide a potential for increased visitor trade. 
This service is to be sruaied in the update of the Southeast 
Transportation plan due to be completed in December, 1985.

Docking, transfer and terminal facilities must be provided in 
Hyder before such service can begin.

Site select-' design and construction would require 18 to 24 
months? therefore, if House Bill 202 is passed, service could 
begin in the summer of 1987 at the earliest.

A vessel could be made available to provide this service by 
shifting the summer season weekly port call of the M/V AURORA 
from Prince Rupert, B.C., to Hyder.

The distance from Ketchikan to Hyder is 130 nautical miles, 
compared to a distance of 92 nautical miles between Ketchikan 
and Prince Rupert. This results in a one way running rime from 
Ketchikan to Prince Rupert of six hours and thirty minutes, 
versus slightly more than nine hours to Hyder for the M/V 
AURORA. Schedule time is available as indicated below.

Normal summer schedules call for the M/V AURORA to provide a 
connection to Prince Rupert on Tuesdays. This could be 
approximated from Hyder as follows:

CURRENT AURORA SCHEDULE PROPOSED HYDER SERVICE

HYDER,  ALASKA -  MARINE HIGHWAY S E R V I C E

MON LV Hollis 7:30 AM MON LV Hollis 7:30 AM
MON AR Ketchikan 10:15 AM MON AR Ketchikan 10:15 AM
MON AR Ketchikan 2:45 PM MON LV Ketchikan 2:45 PM
MON AR Hollis 5:30 PM MON AR Hollis 5:30 PM
MON AR Hollis 7:15 PM MON LV Hollis 7:00 PM
MON LV Ketchikan 11:15 PM MON LV Ketchikan V  : 45 PM
TUE AR Pr Rupert *6:30 AM TUE AR Hyder 8:00 AM
TUE LV Pr Rupert *10:30 AM TUE LV Hyder 10:00 AM
TUE LV Ketchikan 5:15 PM TUE LV Ketchikan 8:00 PM
TUE LV Hollis 9:15 PM TUE LV Hollis 11:30 PM
ETC - ETC ETC - ETC
* Prince Rupert time



Introduced: 2/15/85
Ref errsc1.: Transportation and Finance

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 2 2 , 0 0 0  
O t h e r  F u n d s  -0-

$22 ,000

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T A Y L O R  A N D  S U N D

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 201

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t  -

7 m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to

8 p r o v i d e  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  to

9 H y d e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

10 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

11 *  S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 2 2 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d

12 to the  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e x p e n s e s

13 i n c u r r e d  in p r o v i d i n g  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  t o  H y d e r  f o r  the

14 f i s c a l  y e a r  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1986.

15 *  Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 19 85.



CITY OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION NO. 85-1424

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY SERVICE BETWEEN KETCHIKAN 
AND HYDER, ALASKA AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

WHEREAS, the Southeastern Alaska Transportation Plan published by the 
Alaska Department of Transportation in June, 1980 recommended that ferry service 
be introduced to Hyder in 1985, and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Alaska Marine Highway Task Force recommended in 
February, 1984 that ferry service would be economically viable and should be 
introduced between Ketchikan and Hyder in 1986, and

WHEREAS, Hyder is connected with Highway 26 via 141 miles of excellent 
paved highway and provides a shorter highway route to the lower 48 states than 
from Prince Rupert, and

WHEREAS, the Marine Highway Task Force projects that the proposed route 
would generate capacity passenger and vehicle loads in both directions and 
increase revenues, and

WHEREAS, service on this route would provide an alternate to the Prince 
Rupert gateway with an increase in the level of service between British Columbia 
and Southeastern Alaska, and

WHEREAS, the proposed service would provide a needed economic stimulus for 
the people of Hyder, Alaska.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Ketchikan, 
Alaska, as follows:

Section 1. The City of Ketchikan strongly urges the State of Alaska to 
implement Alaska Marine Highway service between Ketchikan and Hyder, Alaska as 
soon as possible.

Section 2. The City Council hereby directs the City Clerk to distribute 
copies of this resolution to Governor Sheffield, Commissioner Knapp, Senator 
Ziegler, Representatives Sund and Taylor and Mr. John Chatham, President, Hyder 
Community Association, P.O. Box F, Hyder, Alaska 99923.

Section 3. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage 
and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Council of the City of Ketchikan, Alaska, this 
21st day of February, 1985.

Charles E. Freeman, Mayor
ATTEST:

Karen Miles, City Clerk



F e b r u a r y  15, 1985 H O U S E  J O U R N A L  361

I N T R O D U C T I O N .  F I R S T  R E A D I N G  A N D  R E F E R E N C E  

O F  H O U S E  B I L L S

H B  198

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 198 b y  G o l l ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
f o r  c e r t a i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r g a n i z e d  
u n d e r  f e d e r a l  law; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  8 
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  J u d i c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s .

H B  199

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 1 9 9  b y  T a y l o r  b y  r e q u e s t ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a n d  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e s .

H B  200

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 0 0  b y  T a y l o r ,  P e a r c e ,  H a n l e y ,  C o l l i n s ,  
U e h l i n g ,  P e t t y j o h n ,  J e n k i n s  a n d  F u r n a c e ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  e l e c t i o n  o f  a 
s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
t r e a s u r e r ' s  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s ;  r e p e a l i n g  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  d i v i s i o n ;  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  a n d  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s .

H B  2 0 1

H O U S E  B I L L  NO .  2 0 1  b y  T a y l o r  a n d  S u n d ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  
P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  w e e k l y  
s u m m e r  K a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  t o  H y d e r ;  
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a n d  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s .
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TO: ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITSj
REPRESENTATIVES CATO, DAVIS, SHULTZ, HERRMANN, FURNACE, 
PIGNALBERI, HARROU

FROM: TOM TAGGART, BOX 159, HYDER, ALASKA 79923, NO TELEPHONE

RE: MOUSE BILL 291, A P P R O P : HYDER FERRY SERVICE AND HOUSE BILL
202, APPROP.v HYDER FERRY DOCK

MESSAGE:I OPPOSE HB 201 AND HB 202 BECAUSE THEY ARE REDUNDANT AND 
DUPLICATIVE OF THE PRINCE RUPERT FACILITY, 6 HOURS DRIVING TIME 
FROM HYDER. PRIMARY ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY FUNCTIONS I S
TRANSPORTATION LINK FOR ISOLATE COMMUNITIES. ONE MILLION DOLLARS 
IN STATE MONEY TO HYDER SINCE 1982,. VIABLE ALTERNATIVE IS FEEDER 
FERRY OFF EXISTING KETCHIKAN-PRINCE RUPERT ROUTE* NO TERMINAL
NEEDED FOR NONVEHIC'JLAR PASSENGER TRAFFIC,.
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Regional District cf Kitimai-Sli'sme

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

W lvn  fn lv ipn  please 
C jote iilemmber

*1 4 -4644  La/elle Avenue. 
Tertace BC. Canada 
VSG 1S6

Phone (604) 635‘ 7251

March 12, 1984

The Honorable Bill Sheffield
Governor
State of Alaska
Office of the Governor
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Honorable Sheffield:

Re: Ferry Service to Hyder, Alaska

As a point of introduction, the Economic Development Commission is 
responsible for economic planning and promotion for the Kitimat- 
Stikine region in British Columbia. The Commission is a function
of the area's regional government, but is funded by all three
levels of government, municipal, provincial, and federal.

The objective of this letter is to add support to the proposal for 
a ferry terminal to be constructed at Hyder, and subsequently
service connecting Hyder, Ketchikan, and South East Alaska. This
project could make a significant contribution to the economies of 
Stewart, B.C., Hyder, and Southeast Alaska by fostering growth in 
the tourist sector.

The Stewart/Hyder area offers unparalleled scenery and a highly 
marketable mining and transportation history. The area, however, 
has not yet come close to achieving its potential as a place to be 
visited.

At present, this potential is in part not fulfilled because the 
road to Stewart and Hyder forms a "dead end,1 requiring a strong 
commitment from the travelers on B.C. Highway 37 to make a ninety 
mile detour into Hyder and back again to the main highway. The 
addition of a ferry service at Hyder would place Hyder and Stewart 
among the major centres to visit along an alternative circle 
tourist route involving Alaska, the Yukon and Northwest British 
Columbia.

It should as well be brought to the attention of Alaska State 
officials that the viability of a Hyder ferry service is being 
enhanced by several development efforts occurring in Northwest 
British Columbia.

. / 2



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF KITIMAT-STIK1NE

The Honorable Bill Sheffield 
March 12, 1984 
Page 2

First, the highway connecting with B.C.'s Yellowhead 16 Highway
(the principal east west route of tr^v.ejv _in norfh^rn _B.C.) £<-"+5
completely paved to Stewart by—  the^-^^af'— '£In'"a’3dTtion, 
upgrading of Highway 37 is continuing, thereby increasing this 
highway's ability to compete with the "Alaska Highway" (B.C.
Highway 97). Highway 37 is in fact a shorter route to the Yukon 
and Alaska than the better known "Alaska Highway", and has the 
long-run potential to displace the latter as the major tourist
route and industrial highway.

Moreover, there has been a growing recognition of the economic 
benefits that tourism can provide in North Central and North West
B.C. and promotional efforts have increased in both the public and
private sectors.

Furthermore, implementation in April of realignment of the
province's tourist region boundaries promises better, more 
professional promotion of the Highway 37 region, to the benefit of 
Southeast Alaska and Stewart.

I hope these ideas will assist the State of Alaska in its
deliberations on establishing a terminal and ferry service at Hyder 
and that a favorable response can be obtained, to the advantage of 

* both northwest British Columbia and Southeast Alaska.

Yours truly

JohrHpousette 
— ComtTn s s i one r

Enel.

cc: Mr. Garry Hubbard, Mayor, District of Stewart
Mr. Len Laurance, Chairman, Alaska Marine Highway Task Force,

Ketchikan, Alaska

shef/ec



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  J a n u a r y  29, 1985

PO UCHY STATE CAPIIO l 

JUNF M l A lA SKA  9 9 8 I I  

907 .16 S 3800

SUBJECT: Hyder ferry service
(Work Order No. 14-0470)

TO: Repres entative R o b i n  Taylor

FROM: Michael F. F o r d / ^  /̂ *
L e g i s l ative Counsel

The draft attached to this m e m o  w o u l d  provide funds for c o n­
struction of a dock and terminal facilities at Hyder. The 
appropr iation w o u l d  allow the m a r i n e  highway system to p r o­
vid e  w eekly summer service by a L e C o n t e  or Aurora type 
vessel.

I discussed the costs of p r o v i d i n g  w e e k l y  year around s e r­
vice to Hyder w i t h  Joe Camp, D e p u t y  Commissione r in charge 
of the Marine Highway. He gave a rough estimate of an a d d i­
tional four to eight m i l l i o n  dollars to provide year around 
service. This estimate w o u l d  include purchase of an a d d i­
tional fast-service vessel, for 3 to 5 m i l l i o n  dollars and 
y early op erating costs of 1 to 3 m i l l i o n  dollars.
Apparently, because of w i n t e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  schedules, 
existing vessels cannot provide  w i n t e r  service into Hyder. 
There is also some question of the level of traffic 
justifying w i n t e r  service, and p r o b l e m  in keeping to a 
regular schedule due to severe w i n t e r  storms in that area.
If you wis h to pursue the year around service approach, 
advise me and I will  revise the draft.

MFF: lmb 
L4/046

Enclosure



Resolution Requesting the Itnp_• t-mentation cl Alaska Marine Highway
Service Between Ketchikan and Hyder, Alaska.

Whereas: The Southeastern AJ ask a Transportation. P1 a n published by the 
Alaska Department of Transportation in June 19 80 
recommended that f e r r y  service be introduced to Hvccr in 
1 9 85,

i

Whereas: The Governor's Alaska Marine Highway Task Force recommended
in February 1984 that ferry service would be economically 
viable and should be introduced between Ketchikan and 
Hyder in 19 35-

Wheroas: Hyder is connected with Highway 16 via 141 miles of
excellent paved highway, and provides a shorter highway 
route to the lower 48 states than from Prince Rupert,

Whereas: The M/V Aurora is based at Ketchikan and has sufficient
time in its current summer schedule ‘o provide three round 
trips weekJy between Ketchikan and Hyder with no negative 
effect on the communities now served.

Whereas: The Aurora is currently crewed on a full time basis, and the
only additional expense to provide service between 
Ketchikan and Hvdor would be for fuel.

Whereas: The Marine Highway Tasr. Force projects that the proposed
route would generate capacity passenger and vehicle loads 
in both directions, and increase revenues.

Whereas: Service with the Aurora on this route would provide an
alternate to the Prince Rupert gateway, with an increase in 
the level of service between British Columbia and South­
eastern Alaska.

Whereas: The proposed service would provide a needed economic
stimulus for the people of Ilyder, Alaska.

V )
/ A  

) ( C -£c 

Lc. -£&*■ A-'/’

How, therefore be it resolved: that the......... .................... .
urges the State of Alaska to implement Alaska Marine 
Highway service with the M/V Aurora between Ketchikan and 
Hyder, Alaska as soon -s possible.

\ *} Q  A  A t«. LTj CC «v
/< > C  - v  w  %  C  £-’  -  t  5* | e< -o * C /  I/
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762
SENATE J O U R N A L

A p r i l  11, 1985

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 186 (RE S )  b y  th e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  
e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  
W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e . "

w a s  r e a d  th e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to the S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m ­
m i t t e e ,  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

H B  186

HB 201
H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 0 1  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  T a y l o r ,  S u n d  a n d  
G r u e n b e r g ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to 
th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  to p r o v i d e  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  to H y d e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

H B  22 6

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 2 6  (HE S S )  by t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s c h o o l  b o a r d s . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

N o t i c e  o f  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  in r e g u l a t i o n s  p o s t e d  A p r i l  11:

A L A S K A  B O A R D  O F  G A M E  ( a d o p t  o r  a m e n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
o n  u s e  o f  m o t o r i z e d  l a n d  v e h i c l e s  i n  G a m e  M a n a g e ­
m e n t  U n i t  1 ( b))

J O I N T  B O A R D  O F  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  G A M E  ( T i t l e  5 of 
t h e  A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e  to e s t a b l i s h  
a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s )

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  & S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  
( T i t l e  7 of t h e  A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  M e d i c a i d  P r o g r a m )



S E N A T E  J O U R N A L
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  T H U R S D A Y  A p r i l  11, 1985

E i g h t y - e i g h t h  D a y

P u r s u a n t  to a d j o u r n m e n t ,  t h e  S e n a t e  w a s  c a l l e d  to o r d e r  b y  
P r e s i d e n t  B e n n e t t  at 1 1 : 1 4  a.m.

Th e  roll s h o w e d  n i n e t e e n  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  w a s  
e x c u s e d  f r o m  a c a l l  of th e  S e n a t e .

T h e  p r a y e r  w a s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  C h a p l a i n ,  R e v e r e n d  R e i m e r  o f  the 
A u k e  B a y  B i b l e  C h u r c h .

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  the 
j o u r n a l  fo r  t h e  e i g h t y - s e v e n t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y  be a p p r o v e d  as 
c e r t i f i e d  by th e  S e c r e t a r y .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  it w a s  so o r ­
der e d .

M E S S A G E S  F R O M  T H E  H O U S E

M e s s a g e  o f  A p r i l  10 w a s  read, s t a t i n g  the H o u s e  p a s s e d :

F I R S T  R E A D I N G  A N D  R E F E R E N C E  O F  H O U S E  B I L L S

H B  78

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 78 (L&C) a m  by the L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  
fe es; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  the f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to the L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e .
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HB 1 6 5

T h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it te e  h a s  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  HO. 165  
( r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  o f  e l k )  a n d  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  
a s  f o l l o w s :  S h u l t z  ( C o - C h a i r m a n ) , J e n k i n s ,  P e a r c e ,  a n d
S u n d  r e c o m m e n d  d o  p a s s :  T h o m p s o n  a n d  W a l l i s  h a v e  n o
r e c o m m e n d a t io n .

HB 1 6 5  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e .

HB 166

T h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it te e  h a s  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 166  
( m a k in g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i s h  
a n d  G am e; e f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  a n d  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s :  
S h u l t z  ( C o - C h a i r m a n ) ,  J e n k i n s ,  P e a rc e  a n d  S u n d  re c o m m e n d  d o  
p a s s ;  W a l l i s  a n d  T h o m p s o n  h a v e  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n .

HB 1 6 6  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e .

HB 2 0 1

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m it te e  h a s  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  HO. 
2 0 1  ( m a k in g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  w e e k ly  
su m m e r M a r in e  H ig h w a y  s e r v i c e  t o  H y d e r ;  e f f e c t i v e  d 3 t e )  a n d  
r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s :  C a t o  ( C h a i r m a n ) ,  S h u l t z ,
F u r n a c e ,  P i g n a l b e r i  a n d  D a v is  re c o m m e n d  d o  p a s s ;  M a r r o u  h a s  
n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n .

HB 2 0 1  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e .

H B _ 2 0 2

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m it te e  h a s  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  HO. 
2 0 2  ( m a k in g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 
f e r r y  d o c k  a n d  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  H y d e r ;  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e )  a n d  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s :  C a to  ( C h a i r m a n ) ,
S h u l t z ,  F u r n a c e  a n d  P i g n a l b e r i  re c o m m e n d  d o  p a s s ;  M a r r o u  
a n d  D a v is  h a v e  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n .

HB 2 0 2  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e .

HB 2 1 6

T h e  L a b o r  & C om m e rce  C o m m it te e  h a s  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  
NO. 2 1 6  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  d i s p e n s in g  o p t i c i a n s ;  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ) ,  
r e c o m m e n d s  i t  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  COMMITTEE S U B S T IT U T E  FOR 
HOUSE B I L L  H O . 2 1 6  ( L a b o r  & C o m m e rc e ) (s a m e  t i t l e )  a n d  
r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s :  N a v a r r e  ( C h a i r m a n ) , K o p o n e n ,
H a n l e y ,  P e a r c e ,  C o l l i n s  a n d  D a v i s  r e c o m m e n d  d o  p a s s ;  
B o u c h e r  h a s  n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n .  A z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  w as  
a t t a c h e d .
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H3 216 vas referred to the Finance Committee.

I NTRODUCTION OF C IT A T IO N S

T h o  f o l l o w i n g  c i t a t i o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d :

H o n o r in g  -  J e r r y  G e r a r d y ,  F l o r e n c e  O s b o r n  
a n d  E t t a  P e c o re  

b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C lo c k s i n  a n d  U e h l in g

H o n o r in g  -  K e t c h i k a n  H ig h  S c h o o l  C o n c e r t  
B a n d

b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  S u n d  a n d  T a y l o r  a n d  
S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r

H o n o r in g  -  J u n e a u - D o u q la s  H ig h  S c h o o l  M e n 's  
V a r s i t y  S w im m in g  Team  

b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  D u n c a n  A M .M . M i l l e r  a n d  
S e n a t o r  R a y

w h ic h  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u le s  C o m m it te e  f o r  p la c e m e n t  o n  
t h e  c a le n d a r .

IN TR O D U C T IO N . F IR S T  R EADING AND REFERENCE 

OF HOUSE R E S O L U T IONS

KGF-ia

HOUSE CONCURRENT R ESO LUTIO N  NO. 13 b y  C a t o ,  G r u s s e n d o r f  a n d  
P h i l l i p s :

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n n u a l  B o y s '
S t a t e  a t  ca m p  C a r r o l l .

w a s  r e a d  t h o  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m it t e e .

HCR 14

HOUSE CONCURRENT R ESO LUTIO N  NO. 14 b y  C a t o ,  G r u s s e n d o r f  a n d  
P h i l l i p s :

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n n u a l  
G i r l s '  S t a t e  a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  A la s k a  c a m p u s .

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e .



. .  Local Government. . .

School Board “By D istrict' St. Paul Breakwater Repair

H B -2 2 6  ( C o t t e n ) ,  e n a b l in g  s c h o o l  d i s ­
t r i c t s  w i t h  m ore th a n  5 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  t o  
have  b o a rd  m em bers e le c t e d  by  a s s e m b ly  
d i s t r i c t s  r a t h e r  th a n  a re a  w id e ,  p a ss e d  
o u t  o f  H o u se  H e s s  l a s t  w eek. T h e  b i l l  
a l s o  a l l o w s  f o r  t h o s e  b o a rd s  t o  be  i n ­
c r e a s e d  f ro m  s e v e n  t o  11 m em bers. P r o ­
v i s i o n s  f o r  s e c t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  f o r  
R u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  A t t e n d a n c e  A r e a s  
( R E A A 's )  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t i o n s  
w ere  a l s o  i n c l u d e d ,  a l l o w i n g  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  on a b o a rd  t o  m ore a c c u r a t e l y  r e ­
f l e c t  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  p o p u la t io n  d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n .

Grant Oversight
H B -1 3 9  (G o v ) ,  a u t h o r i z i n g  th e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  t o  o v e rs e e  g r a n t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and u n in c o r p o r a t e d  com m u­
n i t i e s ,  was h e a rd  a g a in  i n  (H )  CRA l a s t  
week. A l th o u g h  f o r  th e  m o s t p a r t  t h e r e  
i s  a g re e m e n t t h a t  som e fo rm  o f  g r a n t  
o v e r s ig h t  i s  n e e d e d , th e  c o n c e r n  i s  o v e r  
th e  e x t e n t  o f  i t .  T h e  p ro p o s e d  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n  c o u l d ,  so m e  b e l i e v e ,  c r e a t e  an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n ig h tm a r e .  A l th o u g h  some 
w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h e a r  t e s t im o n y  f ro m  g r a n t  
r e c i p i e n t s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  i t  lo o k s  
l i k e  t h e r e  i s  a p u s h  t o  m ove  t h e  b i l l  
o u t  so o n . A n o th e r  h e a r in g  w i l l  be h e ld  
t h i s  W ednesday .

< T e rry^e rv ice  Trial
W e e k ly  sum m er f e r r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  H y d e r  

c o u ls L - h e g ln  t h i s  y e a r  on an  t r i a l  b a s is  
J J^ JlIL -2 -0 -7  ( T a y l o r )  c o n t i n u e s  m o v in g .  
T h e  b i l l ,  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e s  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  t o  
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  th e  
s e r v i c e ,  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  
l a s t  w e e k  a n d  i s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  
H o u se  f l o o r  s c h e d u l in g  n e x t  w eek.

Municipal Code Bill
T h e  H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  h a s  p a s s e d  

o u t  H B - 7 2 ,  t h e  m a s s iv e  r e w r i t e  o f  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l  C o d e . O n ly  t e c h n i c a l  am end­
m e n ts  h a v e  been made t o  t h e  b i l l ,  w h ic h  
i s  a H ouse  p r i o r i t y  m e a su re .

S B - 1 8 6 ,  h a s  p a s s e d  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  a n d  
s h o u l d  be  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  f l o o r  a c t i o n  
s o m e tim e  n e x t  w eek. T h e  b i l l  g iv e s  S t .  
P a u l  a lo a n  t o  r e p a i r  a dam aged b re a k w a ­
t e r ,  w h ic h  w i l l  be r e p a id  upon  r e c e i p t  o f  
in s u r a n c e  m o n ie s .

“Town Meeting” Home Rule
Re p . K oponen  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  

(H B -3 2 5 )  a g a in  t h i s  s e s s io n  t o  a u t h o r iz e  
t h e  i n c o r p o r a t io n  o f  to w n  m e e t in g  hom e 
r u l e  c i t i e s .  I f  p a s s e d ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  
c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a d e m o c r a t i c  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  b y  u s i n g  to w n  m e e t i n g s .  A 
c o m m it te e  s u b s t i t u t e  w i t h  la n g u a g e  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  t o  th e  D e p t , o f  CRA i s  due  o u t .

r Local Gov Spotlight
H B - 3 0 9  ( L a r s o n ) ,  e x t e n d s  f r e e z e  on 

FOUNDATION FU N D IN G  up i n  (H ) H E S S  F r i ­
d a y ,  so m e  v e r s i o n  e x p e c t e d  t o  p a s s .  
H o u s e  p a s s e d ,  H B - 7 4  ( G r u e n b e r g )  
i n c l u d e s  B IA  A D M IN IS T R A T O R S  IN  T R S .  now 
i n  ( S )  H E S S .  S B - 5 1  ( K e r t t u l a ) ,  SC H O O L  
C O N S T R U C T IO N , i n  ( S )  H E S S .  A s u b s t i ­
t u t e  f o r  i t  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  s i m i l a r  
S e n a te  b i l l s ,  S B -1 4 3  (F a h re n k a m p ) and 
S B -1 5 9  (P .  F i s c h e r ) .  H o u se  SCHO O L CON­
S T R U C T I O N  b i l l s ,  s t i l l  i n  ( H )  H E S S .  
E x p e c t e d  t o  be  t a k e n  up  t h i s  w eek  — 
H B - 191 ( C o t t e n ) ,  H B - 2 2 0  a n d  2 5 7  ( T a y ­
l o r )  and  H B -2 5 4  (L a r s o n ) .  (B o t h  H B -1 9 1  
a n d  H B - 2 5 7  a r e  o n  t h e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  
p r i o r i t y  l i s t  f o r  t h i s  s e s s io n . )

* * A n  a s b e s t o s  a b a t e m e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  
s c h o o ls  and th e  U n i v e r s i t y  (H B - 5 )  h a s  
p a s se d  th e  H ouse  and i s  i n  S e n a te  L a b o r  
a n d  C o m m e r c e .  F u n d i n g  f o r  a s b e s t o s  
re m o v a l,  o n ce  d e t e c t e d ,  i s  s t i l l  q u e s ­
t i o n a b l e .

* a R e p o r t e d ly ,  R e p . A1 Adam s h a s  a g re e d  
t o  l e t  H B -1 3 0 , b in d in g  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  o u t  
o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it t e e  d e s p i t e  h i s  
a p p a r e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  I t  
m ay be t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n  t o  be 
u s e d  b y  H o u s e  s u p p o r t e r s  a s  a b a r ­
g a in in g  t o o l  w i t h  th e  S e n a te .

____________________________ Pag e
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Legislative Digest
A  F o r e c a s t  a n d  R e v i e w

Oil Revenue Forecasts “Down Again”
A p r i l  7 ,  1985  

N o . 1 2 /8 5

o f f  i c e  t o n

MORE CUTS, NO RELIEF IN SITE
F a l l i n g  o i l  re v e n u e s  and b u d g e t  r e d u c t io n s  re m a in  th e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  i ; ~ i 3 l a t i v e  

a c t i v i t y .  A g e n cy  b u d g e t  c l o s e o u t s  w ere  a b r u p t ly  su sp e n d e d  l a s t  week w hen la w m a k e rs  
r e c e i v e d  u p d a t e d  r e v e n u e  p r o j e c t i o n s  s h o w in g  a d r o p  o f  $ 4 6 3  m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  
f o r e c a s t  is s u e d  i n  D e ce m b e r. La w m a k e rs  had a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  A p r i l  f o r e c a s t  w o u ld  
be  d o w n  a b o u t  $ 3 0 0  m i l l i o n ,  s o  t h e  c u t  d i d  n o t  co m e  a s  a c o m p l e t e  s u r p r i s e .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  h a s  f o r c e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  le a d e r s  b a ck  t o  th e  d r a w in g  b o a rd  a s  th e y  
a t te m p t  to  c r a f t  a s t a t e  s p e n d in g  p la n  i n  th e  f i n a l  40 d a y s  o f  th e  s e s s io n .

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  hoped  t h a t  G o v e rn o r  S h e f f i e l d ' s  
" se co n d "  b u d g e t  a d d r e s s ,  d e l iv e r e d  on A p r i l  2 n d , w o u ld  p r o v id e  i n s i g h t  t o  t h e  e x e cu ­
t i v e  b r a n c h 's  p r i o r i t i e s  and d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  th e  s p e e ch  i t s e l f  l e f t  m o s t d is a p p o in t e d .  
"He b a s i c a l l y  s a i d ,  'd o n 't  c u t  th e  o p e r a t in g  b u d g e t  any  m o re ,' and l e f t  i t  a t  t h a t , "  
c o m p la in e d  one F in a n c e  c o m m it te e  m em ber. T h e  G o v e rn o r  d id  p r o m is e  t o  d e l i v e r  a r e ­
v is e d  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  re d u c e d  by $133  m i l l i o n  fro m  h i s  Ja n u a r y  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l .  S h e f ­
f i e l d  p ro p o s e d  no  ch a n g e , h o w e v e r , i n  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t  f u n d in g ,  an  i t e m  t h a t  m o s t  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  many f ro m  A n ch o ra g e  w is h  c o u ld  be d iv e r t e d  t o  o t h e r  t h in g s .

When th e  sm oke c l e a r s  i n  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a  m o n th , c a p i t a l  i n s i d e r s  a r e  b e t t i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t in g  b u d g e t  s u b m it te d  i n  Ja n u a r y  by th e  G o v e rn o r  w i l l  ha v e  b e e n  sh a v e d  by a b o u t  
$135 m i l l i o n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  down by $70 m i l l i o n ,  and th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  re v e n u e  g ap  
b r id g e d  by m o n ie s  s ca v e n g e d  fro m  la p s e s ,  v a r io u s  r e s e r v e s  s c a t t e r e d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  
lo a n  p ro g ra m s , and v a r io u s  c a p i t a l  fu n d s .

A Separate Accounting Oil Tax Bill
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  n e a r l y  f o u r  y e a r s ,  a m a jo r  o i l  t a x  b i l l  i s  h a s  b e e n  

in t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  A la s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and in fo r m e d  o b s e r v e r s  sa y  th e  m e a sure  w i l l  
p a s s  th e  H ouse  w i t h i n  a few  w eeks. H B -3 5 3 , s p o n s o re d  by th e  H ouse  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e ,  
w o u ld  r e t u r n  th e  s t a t e  to  th e  t a x  s y s te m  i t  abandoned  u n d e r  o i l  co m p a n y  p r e s s u r e  i n  
1981. A lth o u g h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Reve n u e  h a s  r e fu s e d  t o  p r o v id e  an  e s t i r . a t e  o f  t h e  
b i l l ' s  f i s c a l  im p a c t  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  gone  hom e, c a l c u l a t i o n s  done  by 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  i n  1983 s u g g e s t  t h a t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  th e  o ld  s e p a r a te  a c c o u n t in g  in co m e  
ta x  a s  p ro p o s e d  w o u ld  n e t  t h e  s t a t e  an a d d i t i o n a l  $462 m i l l i o n  i n  F Y  1986 .

Th e  b i l l  h a s  o n ly  one c o m m it te e  r e f e r r a l  i n  th e  H o u se , t o  F in a n c e ,  b u t  C h a i r  A1 
Adam s h a s  i n v i t e d  m em bers o f  th e  R e s o u r c e s  and th e  O i l  and G as C o m m it te e s  t o  a t t e n d  
th e  s i n g l e  h e a r in g  s c h e d u le d  on th e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s l a t e d  f o r  A p r i l  1 2 th . A l th o u g h  th e  
m ea sure  i s  c l e a r l y  m o v in g  w it h  u n u s u a l  sp eed  i n  th e  H o u se , i t  i s  g iv e n  l i t t l e  ch a n c e  
o f  p a ssa g e  i n  t h e  S e n a te ,  w here  s e v e r a l  k ey  m em bers a re  r e p o r t e d ly  c o m m it te d  t o  
o p p o se  any in c r e a s e  i n  o i l  t a x e s .  T h o u g h  th e  b i l l  h a s  s l im  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  p a s s a g e  t h i s  
y e a r ,  m o v in g  th e  b i l l  t o  th e  S e n a te  i s  l i k e l y  t o  g iv e  th e  H o u se  a d d i t i o n a l  le v e r a g e  
i n  th e  e n d - o f - s e s s io n  h o rs e  t r a d in g ,  a nd  may s e t  th e  s ta g e  f o r  n 3 x t  y e a r .

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 0 ^ 8  M ike  B r a d n e r - P u b l i s h e r / J u d y  E c k h o lm -E d i t o r  ( 9 0 7 )  5 8 6 - 3 1 1 8
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E C O N O M I C

D E V E L O P M E N T

C O M M I S S I O N

*14-46-34 La/eile Avenue.
Terrace. 6 C Canada 
V8G 1S6
Phone (604) 635-7251

f larch 12, 1984

When renly-''-;ease 
Guole Monuniesr

Th e  H o n o r a b le  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e rn o r  
S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  
O f f i c e  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r  
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

D e a r H o n o r a b le  S h e f f i e l d :

R e : F e r r y  S e r v i c e  t o  H y d e r ,  A la s k a

As a p o i n t  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  th e  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e nt C o m m iss io n  i s  
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  e co n o m ic  p la n n in g  and p ro m o tio n  f o r  th e  K i t im a t -  
S t i k i n e  r e g io n  in  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia . The  C o m m iss io n  i s  a f u n c t i o n  
o f  th e  a r e a 's  r e g io n a l  g o v e rn m e n t, b u t  i s  fu n d e d  by a l l  th r e e  
l e v e l s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, m u n i c i p a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l ,  and f e d e r a l .

Th e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  add s u p p o r t  t o  th e  p ro p o s a l f o r  
a f e r r y  t e r m in a l  t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  H y d e r , and s u b s e q u e n t ly  
s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t in g  H y d e r ,  K e t c h ik a n ,  and S o u th  E a s t  A la s k a .  T h is  
p r o j e c t  c o u ld  make a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  e co n o m ie s  o f  
S t e w a r t ,  B . C . ,  H y d e r , and S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a  by f o s t e r in g  g ro w th  in  
th e  t o u r i s t  s e c t o r .

Th e  S te w a r t / H y d e r  a re a  o f f e r s  u n p a r a l le le d  s c e n e r y  and a h ig h ly  
m a r k e ta b le  m in in g  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h i s t o r y .  Th e  a r e a ,  h o w e v e r, 
has n o t  y e t  come c lo s e  t o  a c h ie v in g  i t s  p o t e n t ia l  as a p la c e  to  be 
v i s i t e d .

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  in  p a r t  n o t  f u l f i l l e d  b e ca u s e  th e  
ro a d  to  S te w a r t  and H y d e r  fo rm s a "dead e n d , '  r e q u i r in g  a s t r o n g  
co m m itm e n t fro m  th e  t r a v e l e r s  on B . C .  H ighw ay 37 t o  make a n in e ty  
m i le  d e to u r  i n t o  H y d e r and b a ck  a g a in  to  th e  m ain  h ig h w a y . The  
a d d i t i o n  o f  a f e r r y  s e r v i c e  a t  H y d e r  w o u ld  p la c e  H y d e r and S te w a r t  
among t h e  m a jo r  c e n t r e s  t o  v i s i t  a lo n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  c i r c l e  
t o u r i s t  r o u te  in v o lv in g  A la s k a ,  th e  Yukon and N o r th w e s t  B r i t i s h  
C o lu m b ia .

I t  s h o u ld  as w e ll  be b ro u g h t  to  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  A la s k a  S t a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  th e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  a H y d e r f e r r y  s e r v i c e  i s  b e in g  
e n h a n ce d  by s e v e ra l d e v e lo p m e n t e f f o r t s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  N o r th w e s t  
B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia .
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF KITIMAT-STIK1NE

The  H o n o ra b le  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
M a rch  1 2 , 1984 
Page 2

F i r s t ,  th e  h ig h w a y  c o n n e c t in g  w it h  B . C . ' s  Y e llo w h e a d  16 H ighw ay
( t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e a s t  w e s t r o u te  o f  tr^ye.l.,, in  ..n o r th e rn  B . C . ) wa44-tre
c o m p le te ly  paved to  S t e w a r t  b y —th e^ -e n tl--o 'f—■$9641 v'Kn” V 3 d T t i o n ,  
u p g r a d in g  o f  H ighw ay  37 i s  c o n t i n u i n g ,  th e r e b y  in c r e a s in g  t h i s  
h ig h w a y 's  a b i l i t y  to  co m p e te  w it h  th e  " A la s k a  H ighw ay" ( B . C .
H ighw ay 9 7 ) .  H ighw ay  37 i s  in  f a c t  a s h o r t e r  r o u te  to  th e  Yukon 
and A la s k a  th a n  th e  b e t t e r  known " A la s k a  H ig h w a y " , and has th e  
lo n g - r u n  p o t e n t ia l  to  d i s p l a c e  th e  l a t t e r  a s  th e  m a jo r  t o u r i s t
r o u te  and i n d u s t r i a l  h ig h w a y .

M o re o v e r , t h e r e  h a r been  a g ro w in g  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  e co n o m ic  
b e n e f i t s  t h a t  t o u r is m  ca n  p r o v id e  in  N o r th  C e n t r a l  and N o r th  W est 
B .C .  and p ro m o tio n a l e f f o r t s  have in c r e a s e d  in  b o th  th e  p u b l i c  and 
p r iv a t e  s e c t o r s .

F u r th e r m o r e ,  im p le m e n ta t io n  in  A p r i l '  o f  r e a l ig n m e n t  o f  th e  
p r o v in c e 's  t o u r i s t  r e g io n  b o u n d a r ie s  p ro m is e s  b e t t e r ,  more 
p r o f e s s io n a l  p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  H ighw ay  37 r e g io n ,  to  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  
S o u th e a s t  A la s k a  and S t e w a r t .

I hope th e s e  id e a s  w i l l  a s s i s t  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  in  i t s  
d e l i b e r a t io n s  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a te r m in a l  and f e r r y  s e r v i c e  a t  H y d e r 
and t h a t  a f a v o r a b le  re s p o n s e  ca n  be o b t a in e d ,  t o  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  
b o th  n o r th w e s t  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia  and S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a .

Y o u rs  t r u l y

E n e l .

c c :  M r. G a rry  H u b b a rd , M a y o r , D i s t r i c t  o f  S t e w a r t
M r. Len L a u r a n c e ,  C h a irm a n , A la s k a  M a r in e  H ighw ay T a s k  F o r c e ,  

K e t c h ik a n ,  A la s k a

s h e f / e c
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S U B J E C T :

T O :

F R O M :

H y d e r  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  
( W o r k  O r d e r  N o .  1 A - 0 4 7 0 )

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o b i n  T a y l o r

M i c h a e l  F .  Fords#* 
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

T h e  d r a f t  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  m em o w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  f o r  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  d o c k  a n d  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  H y d e r .  T h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  t o  p r o ­
v i d e  w e e k l y  s u m m e r  s e r v i c e  b y  a  L e C o n t e  o r  A u r o r a  t y p e  
v e s s e l .

I  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c o s t s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  w e e k l y  y e a r  a r o u n d  s e r ­
v i c e  t o  H y d e r  w i t h  J o e  C a m p ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  i n  c h a r g e  
o f  t h e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y .  H e  g a v e  a  r o u g h  e s t i m a t e  o f  a n  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  f o u r  t o  e i g h t  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  p r o v i d e  y e a r  a r o u n d  
s e r v i c e .  T h i s  e s t i m a t e  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a n  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  f a s t - s e r v i c e  v e s s e l ,  f o r  3 t o  5 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a n d  
y e a r l y  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  o f  1 t o  3 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .
A p p a r e n t l y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  w i n t e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  s c h e d u l e s ,  
e x i s t i n g  v e s s e l s  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  w i n t e r  s e r v i c e  i n t o  H y d e r .  
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  so m e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t r a f f i c  
j u s t i f y i n g  w i n t e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  a  p r o b l e m  i n  k e e p i n g  t o  a  
r e g u l a r  s c h e d u l e  d u e  t o  s e v e r e  w i n t e r  s t o r m s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .
I f  y o u  w i s h  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  y e a r  a r o u n d  s e r v i c e  a p p r o a c h ,  
a d v i s e  m e a n d  I  w i l l  r e v i s e  t h e  d r a f t .

M F F : lm b  
L 4 / 0 4 6

E n c l o s u r e
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R e s o l u t i o n  R e q u e s t i n g  t h o  Im p . ^ m e n t a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  R i g a w a y
S e r v i c e  B e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  K y d e r ,  A l a s k a ,

W h e r e a s :  T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  A J a s k a  T r a n s p o r t r c i . c n  P l a n  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  J u n o  .1980  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  f e r r v  s e r v i c e  h e  i n t r o d u c e d  t c  h 'v e ^ r  i n  
1 9  8 5 .

W h e r e a s :  T h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H ig h w a y  T a s k  F o r c e  r e c o m m e n d e d
i n  F e b r u a r y  1 S 8 4  t h a t  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  w o u l d  b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
v i a b l e  a n d  s h o u l d  b o  i n t r o d u c e d  b e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  
H y d e r  i n  1 9 3 5 -

W h e r e a s :  R y d e r  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  H ig h w a y  1 6  v i a  1 4 1  m i l e s  o f
e x c e l l e n t  p c v r d  h i g h w a y ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  s h o r t e r  h i g h w a y  
r o u t e  t o  t h e  l o w e r  4 3  s t a t e s  t h a n  f r o m  P r i n c e  R u p e r t ,

W h e r e a s :  T h e  M / V  A u r o r a  i s  b a s e d  a t  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  h a s  s u f f i c i e n t
t i m e  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  s u n n ie r  s c h e d u l e  ’ o  p r o v i d e  t h r e e  r o u n d  
t r i p s  w e e k l y  b e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  h y d e r  w i t h  n o  n e g a t i v e  
e f f e c t  o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  now  s e r v e d .

W h e r e a s :  T h e  A u r o r a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c r e w e d  o n  a  f u l l  t i m e  b a a  i s ,  a n d  t h e
o n l y  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e  t o  p r o v i d e  :  . - r v i c e  b e t w e e n  
K e t c h i k a n  a n d  R y d e r  w o u l d  b e  f o r  f u e l .

W h e r e a s :  T h e  M a r i n e  H ig h w a y  T a s k  F o r c e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d
r o u t e  w o u l d  g e n e r a t e  c a p a c i t y  p a s s e n g e r  a n d  v e h i c l e  l o a d s  
i n  b o t h  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e  r e v e n u e s .

W h e r e a s :  S e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  A u r o r a  o n  t h i s  r o u t e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n
a l t e r n a t e  t o  t h e  P r i n c e  R u p e r t  g a t e w a y ,  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n
t h e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  a n d  S o u t h ­
e a s t e r n  A l a s k a ,

W h e r e a s :  T h e  p r o p o s e d  s e r v i c e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  n e e d e d  e c o n o m i c
s t i m u l u s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  h y d e r ,  A l a s k a .

M ow , t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d :  t h a t  t h e . . , , . , . . . . . . . . . . . , ................................
u r g e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  i m p l e m e n t  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  M / V  A u r o r a  b e t w e e n  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  
H y d e r ,  A l a s k a  a s  s o o n  - s  p o s s i b l e .
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T h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e  c o n s id e r e d  SENATE B IL L  NO. 2 6 6  
( p l a c i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e d  t e a c h e r s  e m p lo y e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t io n ,  i n  s c h o o ls  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i n  t h e  e x ­
e m p t s e r v i c e ;  e f d )  a n d  re c o m m e n d e d  i t  b e  r e p la c e d  w i t h

CS FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 2 6 6  (3 A )

a n d  d o  p a s s .  T h e  r e p o r t  w as  s ig n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  A b o o d ,  C h a irm a n  
a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  D e V r ie s ,  V i c  F i s c h e r ,  R a y  a n d  
K e l l y .

SENATE B IL L  NO. 2 6 6  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u le s  C o m m it t e e .

HB 80

T h e  L a b o r  a n d  C om m e rce  C o m m it te e  c o n s id e r e d  CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  
NO. 8 0  fL & C ) ( i n s u r a n c e  f e e s  a n d  l i c e n s e s ;  e f d )  a n d  a  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  c o m m it t e e  re c o m m e n d e d  d o  p a s s .  T h e  r e p o r t  w as  s ig n e d  
b y  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,  C h a ir m a n  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  
E l i a s o n  a n d  P a y .

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  MO. 8 0  (L 6 C ) w as  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  
C o m m it t e e .

HB 2 01

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o n m i t t e e  c o n s id e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  110. 2 0 1
( s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  w e e k ly  s u m m e r M a r in e  H ig h w a y  s e r ­
v i c e  t o  H y d e r ;  e f d ) .  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l ,  C h a ir m a n ,  s ig n e d  " d o  
p a s s " .  S e n a t o r s  A b o o d  a n d  J o s e p h s o n  s ig n e d  " n o  re c o m m e n d a ­
t i o n " .  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  s ig n e d  " n o  r e c o m m e n d a t io n ,  d o
p a s s  w i t h  a m e n d m e n t" .

HOUSE B IL L  NO. 2 0 1  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e .

SB 109

T h a  R u le s  C o m m it te e  c o n s id e r e d  SENATE B IL L  NO. 1 0 9  ( p r o v i s i o n  
o f  c h i r o p r a c t i c  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  m e d ic a id  p r o g r a m )  a n d  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m it te e  re c o m m e n d e d  c a le n d a r  A p r i l  2 3 .  T h e  
r e p o r t  w a s  s ig n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a ir m a n  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  
b y  S e n a t o r s  C o g h i l l  a n d  J o s e p h s o n .

SENATE B IL L  NO. 1 09  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  c a le n d a r .
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T h e  R u le s  C o m n i t t e e  c o n s id e r e d  CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  H O . 1 9 6  ( F IN )  
( e m e r g e n c y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  i n c r e a s e  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 8 5  a p p r o ­

p r i a t i o n s  f o r  e s s e n t i a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m s  
a n d  r e d u c in g  f i s c a l  y e a r  19B 5 o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ;  
e f d )  a n d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m it te e  re c o m m e n d e d  c a le n d a r  
A p r i l  2 3 .  T h e  r e p o r t  w as  s ig n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a ir m a n  
a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  B e n n e t t ,  C o g h i l l  a n d  J o s e p h s o n .

HB 196

c s  FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO. 1 9 6  ( F IN )  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  c a le n d a r .

HB 2 7 3

T h e  R u le s  C o m n i t t e e  c o n s id e r e d  CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  N O . 273  (RES) 
( e x t r a l a t e r a l  r i g h t s  o f  f e d e r a l  l o d e  m in in g  c l a i m s ;  e f d )  a n d  a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m it te e  re c o m m e n d e d  c a le n d a r  A p r i l  2 3 .  T h e  
r e p o r t  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a ir m a n  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  
b y  S e n a t o r s  J o s e p h s o n  a n d  B e n n e t t .

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 2 73  (R E S ) a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  c a le n d a r .

SCR 19

T h e  R u le s  C o m m it te e  c o n s id e r e d  SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
NO. 19  ( R e l a t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a J o i n t  S p e c ia l  C o m n i t t e e  o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S a l a r i e s ) .  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a ir m a n  a n d  S e n a t o r  
C o g h i l l  re c o m m e n d e d  c a le n d a r  A p r i l  2 3 .  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n  
s ig n e d  " d o  o t h e r  t h i n g s " .

SENATE CONCURRENT R ESOLUTION HO. 19  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  c a le n d a r .

IN TR O D U C TIO N  AND REFERENCE OF SENATE RESOLUTIONS

S JR  24

SENATE J O IN T  R ESO LUTIO N  HO. 24 b y  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it t e e ,

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  
o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  A la s k a ,

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m it­
t e e .
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House approves ferry run to Hyder 4/lPa
JUNEAU — House lawmakers Tuesday passed a bill that 
would establish a weekly ferry run In summer to Hyder, the 
Southeast border town that relies on Canada for most of its 
needs. There is a catch, however. There’s no place for the 
ferry to dock. A companion bill to provide money for a ferry 
dock in Hyder has apparently run aground In committee. 
"That probably won’ t see the ligid of day this year,”  said 
Rep. Robin Taylor, a Wrangell Republican who Is the prime 
sponsor of both bills. "W e say It will cost about $1.5 million 
to build a dock there and the state says about $2.2 million,”  
Taylor said Tuesday. So, If the Alaska Marine Highway 
System does extend service to Hyder this summer, 
residents will still have to make the two-mile drive to 
neighboring Stewart, British Columbia. That’ s the nearest 
place the ferry could dock, Taylor said.

—  .
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