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H e i n
4 / 1 5 / 8 5

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: Sh u l t z

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 15 (Rules)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the c o n t r o l  of  w o l f  p r e d a­

tion.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  s o und m a n a g e m e n t  of fi s h  a n d  game is c r i t i c a l  to t h ose state 

r e s i d e n t s  w h o  are m o s t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s ources; and

W H E R E A S  w o l f  p r e d a t i o n  has a d i r e c t  a f f e c t  o n  u n g u l a t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  

s u c h  as moose, caribou, and sheep; and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  of the a n i m a l s  th a t  s tate r e s i d e n t s  c u s t o m a r i l y  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d  on for s u b s i s t e n c e  are p r e y e d  u p o n  by  w o l ves; and

W H E R E A S  w o l f  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  g r o u p s  h a v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a g r e a t  deal of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  to the p u b l i c  c o n c e r n i n g  w o l f  b e h a v i o r ;  and

W H E R E A S  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and 

G a m e  a r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  on w o l f  b e h a v i o r ;  and

W H E R E A S  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  able to r e l y  h e a v i l y  u p o n  the 

e x p e r t i s e  o f  s t a t e  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  state r e s i d e n t s  n e e d  r e l i a b l e ,  a c c u rate, u n e m o t i o n a l  i n f o r m a­

tio n  on w h i c h  to b a s e  a d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  w o l f  control; and

W H E R E A S  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  are i n c o r r e c t l y  i n f o r m e d  or e m o t i o n a l l y  

s e n s i t i z e d  m a y  o p p o s e  w o l f  c o n t r o l  to the d e t r i m e n t  of the moose, caribou, 

a n d  s h e e p  p o p u l a t i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the d e s t r u c t i o n  of m o o s e ,  ca r i b o u ,  and st

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for local area r e s i d e n t s ;  and

W H E R E A S  A r t i c l e  VIII, sec. 4, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t ate of  Alaska, 

m a n d a t e s  that o u r  game r e s o u r c e s  b e  m a n a g e d  on a " s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  basis,

l a c k  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  of w o l v e s  m a y  s e v e r e l y  j e o p a r d i z e
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subj e c t  to p r e f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  b e n e f i c i a l  uses"; and

W H E R E A S  state s u b s i s t e n c e  laws s t a t e  that s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e  of game 

a n i m a l s  is the h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use; and

W H E R E A S  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  d e p e n d  m o r e  h e a v i l y  on moose, caribou, and 

s heep than on w o l v e s  for s u b s i s t e n c e ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the G o v e m o - r  to 

d i r e c t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fi s h  a n d  game a n d  the B o a r d  of G a m e  to m a n a g e

moose, caribou, and s h e e p , stocks so__t.h,at c u s t o m a r y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  subsis-
s&fanXo t-tt-y'1-ft& it 'J I- '1&. -

t ence a c t i v i t i e s  are n o t  d i m i n i s h e d  due to w o l f  p r e d a t i o n ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the G o v e r n o r  to direct the

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish a n d  game to i m p l e m e n t  a p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  on

, , add: del: Lequal in scle to those now being
w o l f  b e h a v i o r  and the n e e d  for w o l f  m a n a g e m e n t ; a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that tle°l

e f f e c t s  that w o l v e s  m a y  h a v e  on s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e s ,  e n c o u r a g e s  m e m b e r s  j

of local r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to h e l p  solve w o l f  c o n t r o l  j

p r o b l e m s  in t heir areas. i

sored by w o l f  p r o t e c t i o n  g r o u p s !  j
e g i s l a t u r e ,  in r e c o g n i t i o n  or "the h a r m f u l  i

CSHCR 1 5 ( R l s ) - 2 -
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Int r o d u c e d :  3 / 1/85
Re f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY S H U L T Z

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 15 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the c o n t r o l  of w o l f  p r e d a­

tion.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  s o u n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of f i s h  a n d  g ame is c r i t i c a l  to t h o s e  s t a t e 

r e s i d e n t s  w h o  are most d e p e n d e n t  on  s u b s i s t e n c e  re s o u r c e s ;  and

W H E R E A S  w o l f  p r e d a t i o n  has a d i r e c t  a f f e c t  o n  u n g u l a t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  

s u c h  as m o ose, caribou, a nd sheep; and

W H E R E A S  m a n y  of the a n i m a l s  that s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  c u s t o m a r i l y  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d  on  f or s u b s i s t e n c e  are p r e y e d  u p o n  by w o l v e s ;  a nd

W H E R E A S  w o l f  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  g r o u p s  h a v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  to the p u b l i c  c o n c e r n i n g  w o l f  b e h a v i o r ;  and

W H E R E A S  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and 

G a m e  are k n o w l e d g e a b l e  on  w o l f  b e h a v i o r ;  and

W H E R E A S  s t ate r e s i d e n t s  s h o u l d  be a ble to rely h e a v i l y  u p o n  the 

e x p e r t i s e  of s t ate w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  state r e s i d e n t s  n e e d  r e l i a b l e ,  a c c u r a t e ,  u n e m o t i o n a l  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  o n  w h i c h  to bas e  a d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  w o l f  control; a nd

W H E R E A S  s t ate r e s i d e n t s  w h o  a re i n c o r r e c t l y  i n f o r m e d  or e m o t i o n a l l y  

s e n s i t i z e d  m a y  o p p o s e  w o l f  c o n t r o l  to the d e t r i m e n t  of the m o o s e ,  c a r ibou, 

and s h e e p  p o p u l a t i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the d e s t r u c t i o n  of m o o s e ,  c a r i b o u ,  a nd s h e e p  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  

lack of m a n a g e m e n t  of w o l v e s  m a y  s e v e r e l y  j e o p a r d i z e  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  local a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ;  and

W H E R E A S  A r t i c l e  VIII, sec. 4, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ,  

m a n d a t e s  that ou r  gam e  r e s o u r c e s  be  m a n a g e d  o n  a " s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  b a s i s ,

-1- H C R  15
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s u b j e c t  to p r e f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s " ;  and

W H E R E A S  s t ate s u b s i s t e n c e  laws s t a t e  t hat s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e  of g ame

a n i m a l s  is the h i g h e s t  a n d  b e s t  use; an d

W H E R E A S  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  d e p e n d  m o r e  h e a v i l y  o n  moose, c a r ibou, and

s h e e p  t h a n  o n  w o l v e s  f or s u b s i s t e n c e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  urg'es the G o v e r n o r  to

d i r e c t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f i s h  a nd g a m e  a n d  the B o a r d  of G a m e  to m a n a g e

m o o s e ,  caribou, a n d  s h e e p  s t o c k s  so that c u s t o m a r y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s­

tence a c t i v i t i e s  a re not d i m i n i s h e d  d u e  to w o l f  p r e d a t i o n ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the l e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t he G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of f i s h  a nd g ame to i m p l e m e n t  a p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  on
d e l e t e :

w o l f  b e h a v i o r ,  E q u a l  in s c ale to t h o s e  n o w  b e i n g  s p o n s o r e d  by w o l f  p r o t e c -

a d d :  .a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  w o l f  m a n a g e m e n t
t i o n i s t  groups]; an d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  in  r e c o g n i t i o n  of the h a r m f u l  

e f f e c t s  that w o l v e s  m a y  h a v e  o n  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e s ,  e n c o u r a g e s  m e m b e r s  

of local r u ral c o m m u n i t i e s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to h e l p  s o l v e  w o l f  c o n t r o l

p r o b l e m s  in t h e i r  areas.

H C R  15 2-
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