


21 Janua ry  1986

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  S h u l t z  
Box V
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9311 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Shultz:

Re: O p p o s i t i o n  To C r e a t i o n  of Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t

T h i s  c o m p a n y  has be e n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  for t i m b e r  at Icy Bay s i n c e  1969; w e  h a v e  a 20 y e a r  sale 
for 200 m i l l i o n  b o a r d  feet, k n o w n  as "Icy C a p e  No. 1." In 1984, 
R o g e r  S u l l i v a n  of K e t c h i k a n  was the h i g h  b i d d e r  for an 
a d d i t i o n a l  50 m i l l i o n  b o a r d  feet, w h i c h  s a l e  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  as 
"Icy C a p e  No. 2." T h e r e  has b e e n  a s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s i o n  of t i m b e r  
c u t t i n g  a l o n g  the l i t t o r a l  f r o m  Icy B a y  t o w a r d s  C a p e  Y a k a t a g a  a n d  
the S u c k l i n g  H i l l s  beyond. T h i s  w e l l  f o r e s t e d  s t a t e  la n d  runs 
for 75 m i l e s  a l o n g  the b e a c h  of the N o r t h  P a c i f i c ;  its d e p t h  f r o m  
the w a t e r ' s  edge to t h e  c o a s t a l  m o u n t a i n s  v a r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .

E x i s t i n g  S t a t e  l a w s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  a d e q u a t e  for s u s t a i n i n g  
and e n c o u r a g i n g  a t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  on the s t a t e ' s  l a n d s  in this 
area. T h e  d e v i c e  of a l o n g - t e r m  c o n t r a c t  e n a b l e s  a l o g g e r  to 
o b t a i n  the n e c e s s a r y  f i n a n c i n g  to c o n d u c t  b u s i n e s s  in t h i s  re m o t e  
location.

O n  the o t h e r  hand, c r e a t i o n  of a s t a t e  f o r e s t  w i l l  y i e l d  no 
a d d i t i o n a l  t i m b e r  or revenue, b u t  it w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  the 
c o m p l e t e  r e s t u d y  and f r e s h  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of all l a n d s  c u r r e n t l y  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  t i m b e r  a n d  o t h e r  m u l t i p l e  use a c t i v i t y  s u c h  as 
m i n ing. If t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  is c reated, it is e n t i r e l y  
f o r e s e e a b l e  t h a t  n o  t i m b e r  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  be a l l o w e d  for a long 
p e r i o d  of t i m e  w h i l e  t h e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  p r o p e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is 
e n t e r e d  f r o m  all q u a r t e r s  of our d i v e r s e  c i t i z e n r y .

T h e  l a n d  f r o m  Icy B a y  to t h e  S u c k l i n g  H i l l s  h o l d s  b i l l i o n s  
of b o a r d  feet. T h e r e  is no i m p e d i m e n t  to t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t r a c t i n g  
for the sa l e  of t h a t  timber. T h e  c r e a t i o n  of the Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  
F o r e s t  w i l l  o n l y  i m p e d e  or f o r e s t a l l  the p r o c e s s ;  one t h i n g  it 
w i l l  do i m m e d i a t e l y  is j u s t i f y  t h e  h i r i n g  of m o r e  b u r e a u c r a c y  to 
p r o p e r l y  p l a n  and s u p e r v i s e  th i s  n e w  c r e a t i o n .
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Pa g e  2

T h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  is not needed. T h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w i l l  take 
the t i m b e r  out of p r o d u c t i o n  for a l o n g  p e r i o d  and p o s s i b l y  
forever.

At Y a k a t a g a ,  n o t h i n g  is " broke." L e t ' s  n o t  fix itl

J O S E P H  R. HENRI 
P r e s i d e n t

J R H / d f
cc: G o v e r n o r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  

Mr. J o h n  Galea, A L A  
Mr. R o g e r  S u l l i v a n
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S E N A T E  L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T  

F O R

CS SB 30 (FIN)

T h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w i l l  c o m p r i s e  m o s t  o f  t h e  h a b i t a b l e  s t a t e  o w n e d  

l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  C a p e  S u c k l i n g  a n d  I c y  B a y  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  

t h e  G u l f  o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  d e m a n d s  f o r  l a n d  i n  t h e  

Y a k a t a g a  a r e a  m a y  b e  b e y o n d  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a l l o w e d  i n  a  s t a t e  f o r e s t  

d e s i g n a t i o n .

T h e r e f o r e  i n  t h i s  u n i q u e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t e n d s  f o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  

t o w n s h i p  2 1 5  R a n g e  1 7 E  to b e  m a n a g e d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  g e n e r a l  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e .

A D O P T E D  IN S E N A T E  3 / 1 8 / 8 5



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
__________ FISCAL NO T E _______________

Revisicn Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bi 11/Resclution No.:c S S B  30 (Fin) Agency Affected: D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  - DNF

Title: Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  Program Category Affected:_________________
R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t ______________

Sponsor: E l i a s o n  BRU, Program or Subprogram^) Affected:
Requestor: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t ,  L a n d  & W a t e r
Date of Request: 3 / 1 4 / 8 5  R e s o u r c e s _______________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
FY at) F i aa FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
0 0

100 PukSONAL SERVICES 
200 TRAVEL 
300 CONTRACTUAL 
*00 SUPPLIES 
500 EQUIPMENT 
S00 LAND & STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 
300 MISCELLANEOUS

0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0

I CAPITAL I o I n I " l l i I

I REVENUE I o I n I I I I j

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars!
JENcftnL rUiSu 
'EDERAL FUNDS 
3THER 
TOTAL

n n
n n

0 . n .

0 _ Q  .

POSITIONS:
-U l l - i IMl 
’ART-TIME 
TEMPORARY

0 0
0 0
0 0

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Prepared By:
D iv is io n :

Approved by Commissioner:_________________________
Agency:_______________________________________ _

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone: 46 5 - 4 5 2 3
Date: 3 / 1 4/86

Date:

7 / 1 / 8 4



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E N A T E
S E N A T O R  R I C H A R D  I. E L I A S O N

L A B O R  K C O M M E R C E  C O M M IT T E E .  V IC E -C H A I R M A N  
L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C I L .  V IC E -C H A I R M A N  

F IN A N C E  C O M M IT  f  EE  
R E S O U R C E S  C O M M IT T E E

y X
> s;\

•\

P O  B O X  143  
S I T K A .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 3 5

c P O U C H  V 
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  99811  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 1 6

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Adelheid Herrmann, Co-chairman
Representative Richard Co-chairman
House Resource Committe

FROM: Senator Dick Eliason

RE: Senate Bill 30 - An Act establishing the Yakataga State Forest

DATE: April 16, 1985

I would appreciate your consideration in scheduling CSSB 30(Fin) for a 
hearing before the House Resource Committee at the earliest possible 
time.

This legislation will establish the Yakataga State Forest along the 
coast of the Gulf of Alaska, between Cape Suckling and Icy Bay.
Designating this land as a state forest will commit the state to 
managing approximately 460,000 acres of state-owned land for multiple 
use under a long-term management plan. This plan will provide the 
long-term stability needed by users of resources that require large
capital investments.

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 30 (Fin) excludes about 960 acres 
of fairly flat land located near the existing Yakataga airstrip for 
possible residential development. This land will be managed within the 
Department of Natural Resources general land management program for 
future use.

This legislation is very important to the management of our timber 
resource. I would appreciate it if CSSB 30(Fin) could be schedule for a
hearing as soon as possible.

_  *
Thank you for your considerate attention.
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M E M O R A N D U M J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 5

T O :  A l l  M e m b e r s

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

:/̂ AF R O M :  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  Staffj

RE :  S B  3 0  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

S e n a t e  B i l l  3 0  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  o f  t h e  

G u l f  o f  A l a s k a ,  b e t w e e n  C a p e  S u c k l i n g  a n d  I c y  B a y .  M a p s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  

t h e  a t t a c h e d  p a c k e t .

A l l  l a n d  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  t i l l  i s  s t a t e  o w n e d .  D e s i g n a t i n g  t h i s  l a n d  a s  a 

s t a t e  f o r e s t ,  w i l l  c o m m i t  t h e  s t a t e  to m a n a g i n g  t h e  l a n d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  

u n d e r  a  l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

t h e  l o n g - t e r m  s t a b i l i t y  n e e d e d  b y  u s e r s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  l a r g e  

c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t s .

A  s u m m a r y  o f  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t e r  a n d  l e t t e r s  o f  

s u p p o r t  f o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  a r e  i n  t h e  p a c k e t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  p o s i t i o n  

p a p e r  a n d  f i s c a l  n o t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  T h e  

l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  a r e  f r o m  l a s t  y e a r ;  h o w e v e r ,  J o h n  S t u r g e o n ,  t h e  S t a t e  

F o r e s t e r ,  h a s  t o l d  u s  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  g r o u p s  r e m a i n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e s t .  T h e  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  T i m b e r  T a s k  F o r c e  

l i s t e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  n e w  s t a t e  f o r e s t s  a s  a  k e y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  

i n c l u d e d  Y a k a t a g a  a s  a  p r i o r i t y  a r e a .

W e  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to n o t i f y  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s  o f  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a n d  w e  

a r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  

F o r e s t .



February 8, 1985

P h y s i c a l  a n d  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  l a n d  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  f o r e s t  b y

p r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  3 0

A b o u t  9 6 0  g r o s s  a c r e s ,  f a i r l y  f l a t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  m i n o r  g l a c i a l  s t r e a m s .

S m a l l  r e s i d e n t  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s e n t .  V e g e t a t i o n  v a r i e s  f r o m  d e n s e  

o l d - g r o w t h  f o r e s t  t o  c o t t o n w o o d  t o  g r a s s y  m e a d o w s .  N o  m i n i n g  c l a i m s  a r e  

k n o w n .  A c c e s s  v i a  p u b l i c  e a s e m e n t  f r o m  Y a k a t a g a  a i r s t r i p  t h r o u g h  a b o u t  o n e  

m i l e  o f  C h u g a c h  n a t i v e  l a n d  o n  a n  u n m a i n t a i n e d  r o a d w a y .  T h e  r o a d  e n d s  a t  

f o o t  b r i d g e  j u s t  to t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  a r e a  w i t h  a n y  

c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  l i k e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r .  B a s e d  o n

e x i s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h i s  e x c l u s i o n  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  t h e  l e a s t

l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s / d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  

F o r e s t .

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n — i n  T 2 1 S  R 1 7 E  C R M

S e c t i o n s  1 - 9 ;  W l / 2  S e c .  10; E l / 2  S e c .  11; S e c  1 2 - 1 3 ;  E l / 2 ,  S W 1 / 4  S e c .  14; 

W.l/2, S E 1 / 4  S e c .  15; S e c .  1 6 - 3 6 .



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A K T M E X T  O F  N A T U R A L  I lHSOUfilCKS
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

PO U CH  M
JU N E A U . A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1  
PH O N E:

J a n u a r y  22, 1985

The H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  the e s t a b l i s h­
m e n t  o f  the Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r est, as d e s c r i b e d  in S e n a t e  
B i l l  30.

S e c t i o n  1 a m e n d s  A S  41.17, F o r e s t  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s ,  
to c o m m i t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 6 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  of  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  
b e t w e e n  C a p e  S u c k l i n g  and Icy B a y  to l o n g - t e r m  r e t e n t i o n  and 
m a n a g e m e n t  for m u l t i p l e  use a n d  s u s t a i n e d  r e s o u r c e  y i e lds.

S e c t i o n  2 r e q u i r e s  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  to p r e p a r e  a m a n a g e m e n t  
p l a n  for the f o r e s t  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  u s e  of the f o r e s t  for 
t i m b e r  h a r v e s t ,  m i n i n g ,  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  a n d  m a t e r i a l  e x t r a c­
tion, r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e  and f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  s u b s i s­
te n c e  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: R a y  G i l l e s p i e ,  O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

new
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A L A S K A  S E C T I O N

TESTIMONY OF THE ALASKA SECTION OF THE 
SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS ON 

SB30, CREATING THE YAKATAGA STATE FOREST

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, MARCH 14, 1985 HEARING 
JUNEAU, ALASKA

The Alaska Section of the Society of American Foresters (SAF) thanks you 
for the opportunity to present a statement concerning SB30, regarding the 
Yakataga State Forest. We have previously endorsed the creation of the 
Yakataga State Forest and now we would like to extend that endorsement to 
include development of a Yakataga State For'st Management Plan.

The Need for Development_of_a. Yakataga State 
Forest Management Plan

Management of forest lands under the principles of multiple-use and 
sustained yield involves complex processes. There are many biological 
considerations concerning resource productivity and protection that must 
be addressed. There are aspects dealing with economic values for the 
forestry and associated resources. These economic aspects either directly 
or indirectly involve resource benefit/cost ratios and resource 
trade-offs. Coupled with this are the administrative aspects and legal 
restraints that must be followed. In essence, we recognize that to manage 
land for public purposes, thorough and well integrated plans need to be 
developed. The Alaska Section of the Society of American Foresters 
supports the use of funds and personnel to accomplish the development of a 
Yakataga State Forest Management Plan. We urge the adoption of a budget to 
support this planning effort.

COOK IN LET  CHAPTER 
JUNEAU CHAPTER 
KETCHIKAN CHAPTER 
YUKON R IV ER  CHAPTER 
S ITKA  CHAPTER 
STIK IN E R IV ER  CHAPTER

e r s  CU fi

‘S u p p e r  T

4 -

Presented by Calvin F. Bey, Chairman of Legislative Affairs Committee, 
Juneau Chapter, Society of American Foresters.
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J a n u a r y  24, 1985

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  I. E l i a s o n  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Eliason,

The A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L o b b y  w o u l d  like to c o n g r a t u l a t e  you 

on  y o u r  r e c e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of S B - 10 "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the 

Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  For e s t " .  S e t t i n g  a s i d e  a c r e a g e  as f o r e s t  land 

b e n e f i t s  a l l  A l a s k a n s  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  m u l t l i p l e  use m a n a g e m e n t  

p r i n c i p l e s  w i t h  a m e c h a n i s m  for p u b l i c  comment. T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of the Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e , F o r e s t  w i l l  h e l p  to i n s u r e  the k i n d  of 

q u a l i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  a  r i g h t  to expect.

P l e a s e  fe e l  free to c o n t a c t  us at our J u n e a u  o f f i c e  for f u r t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on the A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L o b b y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on this 

or o t h e r  p i e c e s  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  We l o o k  f o r w a r d  to w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  

on  SB-30.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S c o t t  H a g h l j y m a n  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc: S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a  

S e n a t o r  Vic F i s c h e r

A L A S K A  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  E N V IR O N M E N T  •  A L A S K A  C H A P T E R , S IE R R A  C L U B  
A L A S K A  W IL D E R N E S S  G U ID E S  A S S O C IA T IO N  •  A N C H O R A G E  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  

A R C T IC  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  •  D E N A L I C IT IZ E N S ' C O U N C IL  •  F R IE N D S  O F  T H E  E A R T H  
J U N E A U  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  •  K A C H E M A K  BAY C O N S E R V A T IO N  S O C IE T Y  •  K E N A I A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  

K O D IA K  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y  •  L Y N N  C A N A L  C O N S E R V A T IO N  -  N O R T H E R N  A L A S K A  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  C E N T E R  
S IT K A  C O N S E R V A T IO N  S O C IE T Y  •  S O U T H E A S T  A L A S K A  C O N S E R V A T IO N  C O U N C IL

J a n e  A n d e r s o n  

S t a f f  L o b b y i s t
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FROM: FRED M. HARNISCH 201 MEADOW CREEK, EAGLE RIVER, ALASKA
99577 <H> 6 9 4 -2 0 4 3  <W> 279-5341

RE: SB30

I  WISH TO SUIJPORT SB 30 WHICH CREATES THE’ YAKUTAGA STATE FOREST 
AND WOULD L IKE  TO SEE THIS B IL L  MOVED THROUGH YOUR COMMITTEE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE* THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT.
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x  ORIGINAL X
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FROM: PAULA GRAY X

x SUBJECT: PQM-FAIRBANKS X

x PRINT DATE: 0 1 /2 9 /8 5  TIME: 1 3 = 09 1 1 X
X r l  x
X X X X X X X X •)(• X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X XXX- X X X  X X X- X X X X X X X X X X X X X X XX X X X X

SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

STURGULEWSKI, FAHRENKAMP, EL IASO N ? ZHAROFF, HALFORD, 
COGHILL, V* FISCHER -

INTERIOR DELEGATION 
BENNETT
FRANK, DAVIS, KOPONEN, M.W. MILLER, RINGSTAD

JOHN ZASADA 
1551 LARUE 
FAIRBANKS, AK, 99701

479-41 6 0 - II NO UK PH

SB 30 , YAKATAGA STATE FOREST

I  SUPPORT THE YAKATAGA STATE FOREST AND URGE YOU TO 
CREATE THE FOREST THIS SESSION.

TO: 

SENS:

SENS: 
REPS:

FROM:

PHONE:

RE:

MSG:
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PAULA GRAY 
PQM-FAIRBANKS 
0 1 /2 9 /8 5  . T I M E :  1 4 : 1 6 l ‘/
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TO:

SENS

SENS 
REPS:

FROM

PHONE

RE:

SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
•  - p r m  ’

STURGULEWSKI, FAHRENKAMP, ELIASON, ZHAROFF, HALFORD, 
COGHILL, V* FISCHER

INTERIOR DELEGATION 
BENNETT
FRANK, DAVIS, KOPONEN, M. W. MILLER, RINGSTAD

CHRIS POISON
834 GOLDFINCH ROAD
FAIRBANKS, AK, 99701

4 7 9 -0 1 70-H  4 7 4 -7 1 1 4-W

SB 30, YAKATAGA STATE FOREST

MSG: I  WOULD L IK E  TO GIVE MY SUPPORT TO THE PASSAGE OF SENATE
B IL L  30 FOR THE YAKATAGA STATE FOREST, RECOGNIZING ITS VALUE TO 
THE STATE ALONG THE SAME LINES AS THE TANANA VALLEY STATE FOREST 
AS INSURANCE THERE WILL BE A TIMBER RESOURCE FOR THE FUTURE.
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it it

x DELIVER TO: JPQM . x
X . it
X X

it ORIGINAL - it
X SENT: 0 1 /2 9 /8 5  TIME: 1 0 : 4 0  - ' * - X
it FROM: FLORENCE CARNAHAN . • x
it SUBJECT: POM x
it PRINT DATE: 0 1 /2 9 /8 5  TIME: 1 0 : 4 0  (3 ' i t

X it X it X X it if it it it X it X it it it X it  X it X X X if it it  it it if it it if it X X if X X if it X it it X it it X it X X it X X it

TO: SENATORS COGHILL, ELIASON, FAHRENKAMP, V. FISCHER/' HALFORD,
STURGULEWSKI, ZHAROFF

FROM: DAN KETCHUM, 8830 CORDELL CIRCLE, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99502 
2 4 8 -4 8 1 6

RE: SB 30 AND SUSITNA
.  '•*> ■ ' '

I  URGE YOUR SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHMENT OF YAKUTAGA AND SUSITNA 
STATE FORESTS. SF SYSTEM PROVIDES BEST OPTION FOR ACTIVE, 
EFFICIENT FOREST LAND MANAGEMENT WHICH WILL INSURE A FLOW OF 
GOODS AND SERVICES FROM STATE OWNED FOREST LANDS TO ALASKANS.
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Y A K A T A G A  S T A T E  F O R E S T  

F A C T  S H E E T

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w i l l  c o m m i t  S t a t e - o w n e d  

l a n d s  b e t w e e n  C a p e  S u c k l i n g  a n d  I c y  H a y  t o  l o n g  t e r m  p u b l i c  r e t e n t i o n  

to b e  m a n a g e d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d s .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t

4 6 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a ,  o f  w h i c h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  8 7 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  h a v e  

m o r e  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  f e e t  p e r  a c r e .  T h e s e  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t

p r o d u c t i v e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  o w n e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h e  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s

a r e  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  m a n a g e d  o n  a  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  b a s i s .  C o m m i t m e n t  o f  

t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  h a v e  a b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i e s  

o f  Y a k u t a t  a n d  C o r d o v a  a n d  w i l l  l i k e l y  s t i m u l a t e  l o n g  t e r m  i n d u s t r i a l  

a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  b a s e d  o n  a  s t a n d i n g  s a w t i m b e r  v o l u m e  o f  4 . 3  

b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  p o t e n t i a l  y i e l d  o f  t h e  a r e a  o f  2 0  

m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  ( M M B F )  p e r  y e a r .  T h e  a n n u a l  r e v e n u e  to t h e  S t a t e  

at t o d a y ' s  p r i c e s  w o u l d  b e  o n e  to t w o  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  

a n n u a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  5 t o  10 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

T o  d a t e ,  l 9 0 rM H B F " K ’a s ~ F e e n  h a r v e s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t a t e  F o r e s t , ,  

a l l  s i n c e  19 7 d . J~ ’"*An'’“a J d ' i t i o n a l ' 4 9  M M B F  w a s  s o l d  i n  1 9 8 3 ,  to b e  

h a r v e s t e d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  A  j e t t y ,  l o g  t r a n s f e r  f a c i l i t y ,  

s o r t  y a r d ,  l o g g i n g  c a m p ,  a i r s t r i p ,  a n d  a b o u t  2 0  m i l e s  o f  m a i n l i n e  r o a d  

w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l o g g i n g  o p e r a t o r .  A  D 0 F  o f f i c e  a n d

c a b i n  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  D O F  h a s  a r r a n g e d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r e s t e d  l a n d s  

w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  to p r o t e c t  i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  

h a b i t a t .  A l s o ,  t h e  D O F  h a s  w o r k e d  o u t  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  u s e  a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  D M E M  a n d  N o r t h  C o a s t  M i n i n g  C o m p a n y  f o r  j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n  o n  

m i n e r a l  c l a i m s .

P f o v j  i d e d  l o ^  O c h n  S t u r g e o n ,  S ' P P  F c r e p e  

D'f\J\sion o - f  F o r e s i r w  . D M r



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES SOUTHCENTRAL DISTRICT 

LAND PLANNING REPORT - YAKATAGA

Existing classification - None 
Recommended classification - Forest

Proposed Classification

The proposed classification to Forest was requested by the Southcentral 
District Forestry Section to facilitate implementation of a sustained 
yield timber use program in the Yakataga area. The proposed Yakataga 
Forest area represents a relatively small but significantly rich area of 
spruce and hemlock forests on the Alaska gulf coast. The current estimate 
of sustained yield production per year from the Yakataga area is 25 
million board feet on an eighty year rotation.

Location

The Yakataga area proposed for classification is located between the 
Suckling Hills on the west, Icy Bay on the east, the Gulf of Alaska on .the 
south and Bering Glacier and the Robinson Mountains on the norths(see___s 
attached location mao). All-lands:: a re tentatively;'approved -fo^patemr.~tc£ 
the State.of Alaska*-.! -----  — .........

I

The legal descriptions for the proposed Yakataga Forest area are:

Township 23 South, Range 21 and 22 East, C.R.M.
Township 22 South, Range 24 C.R.M., that portion on the West side of Icy

Bay
Township 22 South, Range 19 through 23 East, C.R.M.
Township 21 South, Range 9 East, C.R.M. East of Chugach National Forest

Boundry
Township 21 South, Range 10 through 19 East, C.R.M.
Township 20 South, Range 13 through 13 East, C.R.M.
Township 19 South, Range 16.through 17 East, C.R.M.

Total area, 480,530 acres.

Physical Description

The geomophology of the area is glacial in origin. Topography ranges from 
a series of glacial till benches at the foot of glaciated mountains 
between Cape Yakataga and Icy Bay to glacial outwash plains formed by 
Bering Glacier. Elevations range from sea level to 4,500 feet on Mt. 
Duktok.

The climate of the Yakataga Forest area is maritime. Temperatures are 
modified by the Gulf of Alaska and provide relatiavely mild winters and 
cool summers. The climate is similar to that of Southeast Alaska but is 

influenced by offshore winds in the summer and in the winter from the 
Interior of Alaska. These offshore winds occur for short periods of time 
resulting in a wider range of annual temperatures for this area as 
compared to Southeast Alaska. The annual precipitation averages 103 
inches.
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Physical Description (continued)

Based upon information provided in the Soil Conservation Service 
publication, Exploratory Soil Survey of Alaska, three major associated 
classes of soils are found within the proposed area; typic cryorthents, 
typic cryaquents, and typic cryofluents.

Typic Cryorthents occupy moraines close to steep mountains and large 
glaciers. Thick forests occupy well drained hillsides and wet treeless 
sloping valleys from peat accmulation. Elevations range from slightly 
above sea-level to about 1,000 feet. There is no permafrost in these 
soils, which are usually very stony and gravelly till with large boulders 
near the surface.

Typic Cryaquents occupy broad outwash plains which extend to the steep •• 
slopes of the coastal mountains. Elevations are between sea level and 200 
feet. The plains are primarily sandy, waterlaid sediment with irregular 
areas of peat accumulating in shallow basins. The water table is often 
near the surface and flooding is common. Moraines consisting of gravelly 
till occur near the mountains. The principle vegetation is aquatic plants 
with forests of .spruce and hemlock occupying the moraines. In general, 
intensive use of these soils is greatly restricted because of the high 
water table and frequent flooding. Many of these soils support coastal 
meadows that are used heavily by migrating birds for stopover areas and 
nesting sites.

Typic Cryaquents - Typic Cryofluvents are a very gravelly, nearly level 
association of soils occupying outwash plains and alluvial fans in the 
northern coast of the Gulf of Alaska. Elevations are low, from sea level 
to 100 feet and the water table is generally near the surface. These 
plains consist mainly of outwash deposits covered with waterlaid sediment. 
Dense stands of spruce and hemlock occur on well drained sites where cool 
moist summers and mild winters promote high forest productivity. Aquatic 
vegetation such as sedges, mosses and willows dominate the wetter sites.

Resource Values 

Fish and Game

The Yakataga area supports a wide variety of fish and game resources. A 
memo from the Commissioner of Fish and Game, Ronald Skoogs, to the 
Commissioner of Natural Resources, Robert LeResche, states that this area 

contains t w e n t y 3 i X & - ^ a(irP-C.?^i^ri-^^t^ T,ie draina9es east of Cape 
Yakataga to Icy Cape contain mostly pink and coho salmon. These drainages 
are predominantly first order short drainages because of their very close 
proximity to steep glaciated mountains. The only drainage that currently
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Fish and Game (continued)

suppoj^^iToimierc.iaWfishery,in this area is the. Priest' Rivers. According 
to..Ccmrni ssioner Skoogs memo this river produces less than 1,000 fishes 
annually for commercial purposes. The drainages west of Cape Yakataga to 
Cape Suckling are more important as a commercial fishery. Coho salmon 
still are present in the major drainages and are the main dollar producer. 
The two drainages that produce a major setnet fishery are the Kalikh which 
produce a coho escapement of 12,000 and the Tsiu-Tsiuat which produce up 
to 50,000 coho salmon. The proposed forest management program in Yakataga 
area could enhance the commercial shore fisheries by increasing access to 
fishery sites.

This area supports wildlife species such as black and brown bear, mountain 
goats, moose and small furbearers, such as muskrat, beaver, and martin.
The major habitat of bear occurs within the areas west of Yakataga in the 
spring and summer and along the salmon streams in the fall. The major.... ’ 
range of mountain goats are the steep mountains to the north along the'" 
coast between Cape Yakataga and Icy Bay.

Mineral Resources

This area has a potential for minerals, oil and gas. Jhe area has had 
exploration, for oil and gas-in the late 50's and• early-oOlsr.J^This 
exploration and subsequent drilling required road construction and various 
improvements which are used currently by logging interests. No majorif 
producing wells were discovered. Interest in offshore drilling may be* 
renewed under future Federal lease sales.

Based on a review of the mineral status plat, the dominant mineral of this 
are3 is gold^>r.*A potential for hard rock mineral exists but little or no 
serious prospecting has taken place. Gold mining in this area is..placer 
with all recorded claims occuring on the beaches and up the White-River 
drainage.

Archeoloay

The Division of Forest, Land and Water Management has made request for a 
historical analysis of the proposed area. The archeology data for this 
area is limited. The area was known as a major migration route for the 
natives from the interior to the Yakataga area. There are nn known native 
settlements in this area.

Forestry

The principle type of overstory vegetation of the proposed area is a.... 
mixture of Sitka Spruce-.and western hemlock with a small volume of Alaska- 
yellow cedar occuring above the 500 foot contour and cottonwood with red 
alder occuring within riparian zones.
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Forestry (continued)

The Southcentral District through a combination of air photo 
interpretation, cruise and inventory techniques has estimated the total 
area of potential commercial timber to be 30,000 acres. The evaluation of 
commercial forest was based on any timber stand having a volume per acre 
of 20,000 board feet or greater.

Economic Impact 

Fisheries

The fish resource of this area is small compared to other areas of the 
State, but should not be discoutned due to local dependence on this 
resource. Using data supplied by Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the 
1973 and 1979 fishing season in this area returned between $251,000 and 
$354,000 annually. Another factor to consider is the potential to support 
a larger fishery as transportation problems are solved.

Mi nerals

The only mineral being mined presently in the area is gold. The total 
dollar values returned to the local communities is difficult to determine 
due to the type of mining operations.

Wi 1 dli f e

No data is currently available to determi-'ne a figure but it can be 
assumed, through recorded hunting visits, to be relatively low.

Recreation

Due to theTremotenessland the poor climate conditions, this area has shown 
little recreational usage and the total dollar return is insignificant.

Forestry

The economic impact of sustained yield forestry management in the .akataga 
area is significant. In funds returned to the State's general, fund based., 
on a 25,000,000 board foot allowable cut would be at least $1 ,000,000 per ' 
year based on an average stumpage of $40.00 per thousand board feet.'

The cash flow returned directly to the local economy of the surrounding 
area based on Southcentral Timber Developments logging expenditures for 
1979 is $2,500,000.
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Summary of Resource Values

The following resources are ranked according to the dollar return to the 
State and to the local economics annually.

Resource Conflicts

The following conflicts relate sustained yield forestry to other resource 
use.

Timber/Wild!ife

The conflicts between forestry management will be kept to a minimum due to
State and District forestry management practices and policies. A summary
of these policies and practices are:

1. Timber will be harvested in a patch cut with staggered entries.

2. Leave strips or buffer zones will be left along all major drainages,
which include all anadromous fish streams.

3. Special use area for wildlife will be identified by Alaska Department
of Fish and Game before completing a timber sale.

4. All operations will take place according to Alaska Statutes 16.10.010 
and 16.05.840.

5. All timber will be harvested and managed according to the Best 
Management Practices as outlined by the Forest Practices Act.

6. Limited harvesting of timber above the 500 foot contour.

7. All timber harvesting programs will be subject to comnent by the 
Deoartment of Environmental Conservation and Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game.

1. Forestry
2. Fishing
3. Minerals

$3 ,500,000

$ 354,000 - with fishing held to current levels 
undetermined - value considered less than

4. Recreation
Forestry or fishing

undetermined
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Timber/Fisheries

The impact on commercial fisheries in this area will be low and with 
increased access to fishing sites could increase coirmercial fishing 
potential.

Timber/Minina

The impacts on mineral extraction will be low because of the subsurface 
character of minerals. Placer operations require little timber for 
operations. Timber operations could improve mining potential by 
increasing accessability.

Timber/Recreation

Due to the inaccessibility of this area it's use for recreation purposes 
is limited. Therefore the impact of timber management on recreation 
resources will be low.

Coastal Zone Consistency

The Alaska Coastal Policy Committee's standard and guidelines and the 
Department of Natural Resources Forestry Practices Act have set operation 
standards and policies for coastal timber management programs.

Recommendations

The Southcentral District recommends this area be classified as Forest to 
facilitate a program of sustained yield management. The District further 
recognizes the potential forestry value of the area and recommends 
consideration be given to placing this region in the State forest system. 
As the designation as a State Forest is legislative and requires a 
significant portion of time the District supports, as an interim measure, 
declaration of this area as a Forest Reserve.

DENNIS R. THOMASON
District Classification Officer

August 12, 1S80
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RATIONALE FOR A STATE FOREST SYSTEM

Historically, the forests of Alaska have provided its inhabitants with 

building materials, fuel, recreational opportunities, diversity of 
wildlife and untold other benefits. Recent rapid shifts in ownership 

patterns and single-use allocations of that land have severely hampered 

public availability of these resources and stifled the development of 

a viable forest products industry, especially in the interior of Alaska.

The full impact of these encroachments on the public use of the land, 

if allowed to continue, will not be fully realized for years and possibly 

decades. Continued pressures to further reduce the publicly owned 

forest land available for multiple-use management is eroding this base.

It is in the best interest of the State to legislatively designate large 
tracts of primarily forested lands for long-term public retention and 

management for a multiplicity of resources, as envisioned by the framers 
of the Constitution of the State of Alaska.

Simple classification of the land as "forest" does not assure that this 

diversity of benefits, so needed by Alaska, will remain available for 
future generations.

Forest land in private ownership might well produce'the forest products 
necessary for the development of the State, but not allow the use of 

the land for its other resource values by the general public.

A state forest system is a uj’-oriented concept. It would not only provide 
the incentive to develop a stable forest products industry capable of 

reducing the amount of lumber being imported to meet our needs (some 

753 of the sawn lumber used in the Interior), but also provide access 
for hunting, fishing, camping, berry picking, etc. State forests are not 

a lockup, but a dependable year-after-?year source of all the renewable 
resources of the State, for all the residents of the State.



T e s t i m o n y  o f  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  

S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  o n  

S B  2 0 2 ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  M a r c h  16, 1 9 8 4  h e a r i n g

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  ( S A F )  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

t h a n k  C h a i r m a n  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  y o u .  T h o  A l a s k a  SAF, 

c o m p r i s e d  o f  2 8 0  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r s  i n  A l a s k a ,  i s  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of 

the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  202, 

c r e a t i n g  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

We c o m m e n d  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l ,  a n d  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h i s  m e a s u r e .  W e  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  c a r e f u l l y  c h o s e n  s t a t e  l a n d  t o  l o n g - t e r m  

m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  o r d e r l y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  a n d  f o r  a  c o n t i n u i n g  

s u p p l y  o f  o t h e r  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  t h e s e  l a n d s  c a n  a n d  d o  p r o d u c e .

T h e  N e e d  a  M u l t i p l e  U s e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a t  Y a k a t a g a

T i m b e r — A l t h o u g h  A l a s k a  i s  a  l a r g e  s t a t e  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 7 5  

m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  n o t  b i o l o g i c a l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  

g r o w i n g  t r e e s .  S t a t e w i d e ,  o n l y  a b o u t  3 0  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  (8$ o f  t h e  

t o t a l )  m e e t  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  t e s t  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r e s t  l a n d ;  t h a t  is 

l a n d  t h a t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  a t  l e a s t  2 0  c u b i c  f e e t  o f  u s a b l e  

w o o d  p e r  a c r e  p e r  y e a r .  T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  f o r e s t  

s u r v e y  r e p o r t s  ( H u t c h i s o n ,  1 9 6 7 ) .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s c a r c i t y  of 

h i g h l y  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  i n  A l a s k a ,  s u c h  l a n d s  n e e d  to b e  g i v e n  

c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  m u l t i p l e  u s e  p r o g r a m s .

F o r e s t  i n v e n t o r i e s  a n d  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  

b y  t h e  S t a t e ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  i n  t h e  I c y  B a y / Y a k a t a g a  a r e a .

T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  i n  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  

f o r e s t  s u r v e y  f o u n d  o v e r  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r e s t  l a n d ,  w i t h  

a b o u t  1 0 4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  s a w t i m b e r  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

a r e a ,  p r o d u c i n g  a b o u t  3 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  n e t  b o a r d  f e e t  ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l / 4  

i n c h  s c a l e )  o f  t i m b e r .

T h e  f o r e s t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  i n  the s t a t e .  T h e  Y a k a t a g a  a r e a  

s a w t i m b e r  s t a n d s  a v e r a g e  n e a r l y  3 5 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  f o o t  p e r  a c r e  c o m p a r e d  to 

t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  2 7 , 0 0 0  f o r  s a w t i m b e r  s t a n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  

s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  M a n y  Y a k a t a g a  a r e a  s a w t i m b e r  s t a n d s  p r o d u c e  o v e r

6 0 . 0 0 0  n e t  b o a r d  f e e t  p e r  a c r e  a n d  s o m e  s t a n d s  p r o d u c e  8 0 , 0 0 0  n e t  

b o a r d  f e e t  p e r  a c r e .  M u c h  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  v o l u m e  p e r  a c r e  i n  t h e  

Y a k a t a g a  a r e a  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  g o o d  t i m b e r  s i t e s  

a n d  to t h e  l a c k  o f  d e c a y  i n  t h e  s t a n d s .



M i n i n g — T h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a r e a  a l s o  h a s  h i s t o r i c  p r e c i d e n t  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  raining. G o l d  m i n i n g  h a s  b e e n  a n  a c t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  

t h i s  a r e a  f o r  d e c a d e s  a n d  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  n e e d  c o n t i n u e d  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  

r a a i n t a i n a n c e ,  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .

W i l d l i f e — R e s i d e n t  m o o s e  a n d  g o a t  h e r d s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  

F o r e s t  a r e a  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  

p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d  a e s t h i c  e n j o y m e n t .  M a n a g e m e n t  p l a n n i n g  n e e d s  to b e  

i m p l e m e n t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  e n h a n c e  t h e s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s .

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r u e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t .  P l a n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  c a l l  f o r  t i m b e r ,  raining, f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

h a b i t a t ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a l l  b e i n g  u s e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  

c o m p a t i b l y  i n  a  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a p p r o a c h .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  

R e s o u r c e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s  A c t .

S A F  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e d  i n t e n c  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  

t h e  S t a t e ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  to (l) s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

t h e  t i m b e r ,  (2) c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  (3 ) a c t i v e  p u r s u i t  o f  

a  c o o p e r a t i v e  u s e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

S t a t e  F o r e s t  a r e a .

A  b a l a n c e d  l a n d  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  s u c h  a s  i s  e v o l v i n g  

t h r u  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  w i l l  l e a d  to s o u n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the 

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  

o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  a r e a .

T h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  p a s s a g e  o f  

S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 2 .

L i t e r a t u r e  C i t a t i o n

H u t c h i s o n ,  0. K e i t h .  1 9 6 7  A l a s k a ' s  F o r e s t  R e s o u r c e .  U. S. 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  R e s o u r c e  B u l l e t i n  P N W - 1 9 »  

7 4  p.

P r e p a r e d  b y  V e r n o n  J. L a B a u ,  S t a t e  S A F  C h a i r m a n

W i t h  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y .
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H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P o u c h  V  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

T h e  A l a s k a  L o g g e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

a s  p r o p o s e d  i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 2 .  I n c l u s i o n  of t h i s  a r e a  i n t o  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t  s y s t e m  

w i l l  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .

T h e  4 6 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f o r e s t  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  

o w n e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  m a n a g e d  o n  a 

s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  b a s i s .  S i n c e  1 9 7 0 ,  1 9 0  m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  h a v e  b e e n  h a r v e s t e d .  A n  

a d d i t i o n a l  4 9  m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  w e r e  s o l d  i n  1 9 8 3 .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  h a r v e s t e d  o v e r  t h e  

n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  A  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h i s  f o r e s t  l a n d  t o  l o n g  t e r m  t i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  w i l l  

m o s t  l i k e l y  s t i m u l a t e  m o r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  : n  Y a k u t a t  a n d  C o r d o v a .  T h e  s t a n d i n g  s a w t i m b e r  

v o l u m e  o f  4 . 3  b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  a n d  e s t i m a t e d  p o t e n t i a l  y i e l d  o f  20 m i l l i o n  b o a r d  

f e e t  o f  t i m b e r  p e r  y e a r  w o u l d  h a v e  a  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e c o n o m i e s  o f  b o t h  

c o m m u n i t i e s .

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  

b y  a d d i n g  o n e  m o r e  s o u r c e  o f  s t e a d y  i n c o m e  to t h e  S t a t e ' s  i n c o m e .  T h e  a n n u a l  r e v e n u e  

to t h e  S t a t e  a t  t o d a y ' s  p r i c e s  w o u l d  b e  o n e  to t w o  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w i t h  a t o t a l  a n n u a l  

p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  5 to 1 0  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  t h i s  l a n d  to l o n g  t e r m  p u b l i c  r e t e n t i o n  to b e  

m a n a g e d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  is t h e  a s s u r a n c e  o f  a c o n t i n u o u s  s o u r c e  

o f  t i m b e r  to t h e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  t o  p r o j e c t  a n  a n n u a l  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m b e r  

l a n d  b a s e  h a s  b e e n  s o  v a r i a b l e .  C l a s s i f y i n g  t h i s  l a u d  a s  a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  w o u l d  i n s u r e  

t h a t  t h i s  p r i m e  S t a t e  o w n e d  t i m b e r  l a n d  w i l l  b e  m a n a g e d  f o r  i t s  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  u s e s  

a n d  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  t o  d o  m o r e  l o n g  r a n g e  p l a n n i n g .

A g a i n ,  A l a s k a  L o g g e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  

F o r e s t  a n d  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 2 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

D o n a l d  A .  B e l l

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r

A L A S K A  L O G G E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

f f > o  r  /

fo r  l a s ~ f  i j r s
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cc: A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r s SERVING ALASKA'S T IM B E R  INDUSTRY
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Cordova L a n d s  C o a l i t i o n  

Box 1133 

Cordova, A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 4

Feb. 26, 1984

S e n a t o r  Richard Eliason 

P o u c h  V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

D e a r  Senator Eliason,

W e  h ave r e c e n t l y  heard that you h a v e  introduced a 

bill to create a State Forest in the Y a k a t a g a  area.

W e  w o u l d  like to express our strong support -for this 

acti on.

T h e  Cord o v a  L a n d s  Coalition w r o t e  you last year 

s u p p o r t i n g  the e s t a blishment of a Y a k a t a g a  State 

Forest. We a p p r e c i a t e  your c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t s  this 

yea r  as well.

T h e  Y a k a t a g a  area is the best ti m b e r  area 

r e m a i n i n g  in S t a t e  hands. It is a lso an area of rich 

w i l d l i f e  and f i s h e r i e s  resources. So far, th e  bulk 

of t h e  area has been little i m p acted by human use. 

T h i s  a r e a  w ould make a major impact on the S tate 

F o r e s t  timber base, helping to a l l o w  sustained 

c omme r c i a l  l e v e l s  of timber harvest. At the same 

time, S t a t e  Fo r e s t  designation would p r o m o t e  m u l t i p l e  

u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  with protection of key w i l d l i f e  and 

f i s h e r i e s  resources.

T h a n k  you for sponsoring t h i s  bill t o  d e s i g n a t e  a 
Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  Forest.

Sincerely,

□liver Osborn 

Presi dent



GREATER SITKA
Chamber of Commerce, Inc.

M a y  21, 1984

To: All Members of the House Resources Committee
House of Representatives 
A l a s k a  State Legislature

Reference: Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 202 (Finance)
Establishment of the Y akataga State Forest

The Greater Sitka Chamber of Commerce Board  of Directors 
urges your support of the above bill establishing a State 
forest in the Yakataga area. We heartil y support all 
efforts toward the continuance of the forest products industry 
in the State of Alaska.

President

DK:kf

cc: Senator D i c k  Eliason
Representative Ben Grussendorf

POST OFFICE BOX 638 ♦ SITKA, ALASKA 99833
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A L A S K A  S O C I E T Y  O F  A M E R I C A N  F O R E S T E R S  

1 1 2 3  R i l  C i r c l e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 4

M a r c h  12, 1 9 8 4

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n ,

T h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  ( S A F ) ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  2 8 0  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r s  i n  A l a s k a ,  i s  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  p r e s e n t  a  s t a t e m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 2 ,  c r e a t i n g  the 

Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

S A F  i s  a  s t r o n g  p r o p o n e n t  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  w h e r e b y  a l l  o f  

t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  a  g i v e n  a r e a  a r e  m a n a g e d  i n  a  p l a n n e d  a n d  

b a l a n c e d  m a n n e r .  T h i s  i s  a w r i t t e n  p o l i c y  o f  S A F  b o t h  a t  t h e  S t a t e  

a n d  N a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a t  Y a k a t a g a  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r u e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t .  P l a n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  c a l l  f o r  t i m b e r ,  m i n i n g ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

h a b i t a t ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a l l  b e i n g  u s e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  

c o m p a t i b l y  i n  a  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  a p p r o a c h .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  

R e s o u r c e s  a n d  P r a c t i c e s  A c t .

S A F  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e d  i n t e n t  a n d  d e m  i s t r a t e d  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  

t h e  S t a t e ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  to (l) s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

t h e  t i m b e r ,  (2) c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  (3) a c t i v e  p u r s u i t  o f  

a  c o o p e r a t i v e  u s e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

S t a t e  F o r e s t  a r e a .

A  b a l a n c e d  l a n d  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  s u c h  a s  i s  b e g i n n i n g  

to e v o l v e  t h r u  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  s h o u l d  l e a d  to s o u n d  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  a r e a .

T h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  p a s s a g e  o f  

S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 2 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

V e r n o n  J. L a B a u  

S t a t e  C h a i r m a n

A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s



DILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  OF FISH AND GA ME P .O .B O X  3-2000
JU N E A U . A L A S K A  99802 
P H O N E: (907) 4 6 5 -110 0

.. , _ O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R
March 2, 1983

The Honorable Richard I. Eliason 
Senator
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouph V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Eliason:

In a recent letter, State Forester John Sturgeon indicated that you 
wished to know the Department of Fish and Game's position on the State 
Forest being proposed for the Yakataga area. I am pleased to inform 
you, that we are in complete support of such a concept, provided we are 
offered the opportunity to be an active participant in the management 
planning process.

The area being proposed for Forest designation contains significant fish 
and wildlife resources which we believe should be adequately protected 
during any land use activities which are eventually conducted. We have 
been working closely with the Department of Natural Resources on this 
issue, and I feel confident that our concerns will be addressed.

If I can provide you further information, please feel free to contact 
me.

Don W. Collinsworth 
Commissioner

cc: John Sturgeon, State Forester, ADNR
Paddy McQuire



(

City and Borough of Sitka
P.O. BOX 79 • SITKA, ALASKA • 99835 '

M a r c h  17, 19 8 3

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  D i c k :

D u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S i t k a ' s  e c o n o m y  is d e p e n d e n t  
o n  a h e a l t h y  w o o d s  i n d u s t r y ,  y o u  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  w o r k  
w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  i n  o r d e r  to 
d e f i n e  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  a s t a t e  f o r e s t  i n  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  
a r e a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F e r m i i f G u t i e r r e z
A d m i n i s t r a t o r

C _ y

cc: P e t e r  M. H u b e r t h ,  A L P



l e a g u e  c f l  t y ' l ' w n & n  ' V c l & i b  c f l  J & l a ( d c a

9 1 5 1  S k y w o o d  L a n e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  
A p r i l  23, 1 9 8 5

Rep. A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
Rep. R i c h a r d  S h u l t z ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: C S  S B  30 (Fin): Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H e r r m a n n  a n d  S h u l t z :

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  V o t e r s  o f  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  e s t a b l i s h­
m e n t  o f  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

W e  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s y s t e m  
o f  s t a t e  o w n e d  f o r e s t s ,  as a m e a n s  o f  g o o d  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  l o b b i e d  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  a n d  l a s t  y e a r  w e  l o b b i e d  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  
F o r e s t .

W e  t h i n k  i t  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  d e v e l o p e d  b y  D N R  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  T h a t  p r o v i s i o n  a p p e a r e d  in a n  
e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  (CS S B  30 ( R es)), b u t  h a s  d i s a p p e a r e d  
f r o m  t h e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  is b e f o r e  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e .  W e  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  r e s t o r e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  
a p p e a r e d  in S e c t i o n  2 o f  CS S B  30 (Res). U n d e r  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n ,  

f o l l o w i n g  r e f e r r a l  o f  D N R 1s p r o p o s e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o v e d  u n l e s s  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i s a p p r o v i n g  it. P l e a s e  n o t e  
t h a t  s u c h  a p r o v i s i o n  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t e d  
l a n g u a g e  i n  A S  4 1 . 1 7 . 4 0 0 ( b ) ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a s i m i l a r  r e f e r r a l  t o  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  D N R  a d o p t s  f o r  t h e  T a n a n a  

V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

O n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w e  a r e  s o  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  
p r o v i s i o n  b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a Y a k a t a g a  
S t a t e  F o r e s t  i s  t h a t  w e  f e a r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  m a y  a l l o w  t h e  
u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e s  in r e f o r e s t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e  a r e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e s  a n y w h e r e  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d  
e s p e c i a l l y  b y  t h e  S t a t e  i t s e l f ,  o n  S t a t e - o w n e d  or m a n a g e d  l a n d s .



Rep. A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  

Rep. R i c h a r d  S h u l t z ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
A p r i l  23, 1 9 8 5  

P a g e  - 2 -

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h i s  p r o b l e m  h a s  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  c o m e  t o  o u r  
a t t e n t i o n  in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  d r a f t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  
H a i n e s  S t a t e  F o r e s t  ( s e e  a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r ) .  P r o b a b l y  y o u  a r e  
a l r e a d y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  (a n d  l i t i g a t i o n )  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  

u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e s  a l o n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

r i g h t - o f - w a y .

W e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e s  

t o  b e  a s e r i o u s  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e  r e l a t e d  t o  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and 
v a l u a b l e  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  a l o n e  is r e a s o n  e n o u g h  t o  
r e q u i r e  t h a t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  S t a t e  f o r e s t s  b e  r e f e r r e d  to 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e v i e w .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E l i z a b e t h  C u a d r a ,  S t a t e  B o a r d  M e m b e r  
( N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  P o r t f o l i o )

Encl.

cc ( w / o u t  e n c l . ) :  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  ( W a l l a c e ,

Sun d ,  T h o m p s o n ,  M i l l e r ,

C a t o ,  P e a r c e  a n d  J e n k i n s )

C o m m i s s i o n e r  W u n n i c k e  (DNR)

P a u l a  Z i e g l e r ,  L W V A K  P r e s i d e n t



9 1 5 1  S k y w o o a  L a n e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

F e b r u a r y  15, 1 9 8 5

Mr. P a u l  M a k i  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  

4 0 0  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e n u e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

Re: H a i n e s  S t a t e  F o r e s t :  D r a f t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n

D e a r  Mr. M a k i :

W e  a s k  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  
F o r e s t r y ,  a d o p t  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  
h e r b i c i d e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  H a i n e s  S t a t e  

F o r e s t  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  A r e a  i n c o r p o r a t e  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  c o m m i t m e n t  

t h a t  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e s  w i l l  n o t  be used in the H a i n e s  State Forest.

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  V o t e r s  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s y s t e m  o f  S t a t e  o w n e d  f o r e s t s ,  as a m e a n s  o f  g o o d  
r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  l o b b i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  

w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  l a s t  y e a r  w e  l o b b i e d  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  
F o r e s t  a n d  e x p e c t  t o  d o  s o  a g a i n  in t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  a r e  

d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  b r o a d c a s t  c h e m i c a l s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
h e r b i c i d e s )  a n y w h e r e  in A l a s k a ,  b y  a n y o n e ,  f o r  a n y  p u r p o s e .

W e  a d m i r e  t h e  c a n d o r  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  d r a f t  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  r a i s e d  t h e  h e r b i c i d e s  i s s u e  ( p a g e  9, r i g h t  u p  f r o n t ) .  

O u r  a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  e v e r  u s e  
h e r b i c i d e s  i n  t h e  H a i n e s  S t a t e  F o r e s t  is a r e s o u n d i n g  " n o ! "  W e  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  u s e  o f  h e r b i c i d e s  t o  b e  a t h r e a t  t o  f i s h e r i e s  v a l u e s ,  
o r h e r  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  is 

o n e  t y p e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l  p r o b l e m  w e  c a n  a v o i d ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  

n o n - h a z a r d o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h o s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  g e n e r a l l y  
w i l l  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  m o r e  l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a r  l e s s  
" c o s t  e f f e c t i v e "  e v e n  i f  t h e y  p r o v i d e  m u c h - n e e d e d  t e m p o r a r y  j o b s  f o r  
l o c a l  p e o p l e .



Mr. P a u l  M a k i  
F e b r u a r y  15, 1 9 8 5  

P a g e  T w o

T h e  (p. 9) d i s c u s s i o n  o f  d e c i s i o n  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  a r r i v i n g  a t
a (l a t e r )  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  o n  u s e  o f  h e r b i c i d e s  p l a c e s  s o m e  e m p h a s i s  o n  

c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  • P l a c i n g  m u c h  e m p h a s i s  o n  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w o u l d  

b e  a v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a p p r o a c h  t o  a p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  in t h i s  c o n t e x t .  
C o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n a l y s i s  o n l y  a s k s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ( a s s u m i n g  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  e q u a l l y  g o o d  in a l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s )  w h a t  is 

t h e  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  m e a n s  (in t e r m s  o f  d o l l a r s  e x p e n d e d )  o f  a c h i e v i n g  
t h e  d e s i r e d  e n d ?  C o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n a l y s i s  is t o t a l l y  b l i n d  t o  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  a n d  h i d d e n  l o n g  t e r m  i m p a c t  " c o s t s "  o f  d i m i n i s h e d  f i s h e r i e s  
a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t s  o n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  

E v e n  c o s t - b e n e f i t  a n a l y s i s  h a s  n o t  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  
a d e q u a t e  e m p h a s i s  c a n  b e  p l a c e d  o n  s u c h  v a l u e s  as p u b l i c  h e a l t h .

C o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n a l y s i s  a l s o  o m i t s  e n t i r e l y  a n y  c o n s i d e r­
a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c o s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  s p e n t  on l i t i g a t i o n  
b u t  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  m o r e  d e s i r a b l y  s p e n t  o t h e r w i s e ,  if o n l y  a p u b l i c  

p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  m o r e  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
v a l u e s  h a d  b e e n  a d o p t e d  in t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  W e  Jtefer, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  

t h e  l i t i g a t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  u s e  o f  h e r b i c i d e s  i n  
O r e g o n ,  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y .

A l a s k a  h a s  e n o u g h  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a l r e a d y ,  w i t h ­

o u t  a d d i n g  o n e  t h a t  c a n  b e  a v o i d e d .  W e  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  9 0  

u n c o n t r o l l e d ,  i d e n t i f i e d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  d u m p s ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  t h e  
p r o b l e m  o f  r e m o v i n g  f r i a b l e  a s b e s t o s  f r o m  s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  
b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e  t o t a l  p u b l i c  c o s t s  o f  r e m e d i a l  m e a s u r e s  t o  a b a t e  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  is g o i n g  t o  b e  a v e r y  l a r g e  d o l l a r  f i g u r e  i n d e e d .

A g a i n ,  w e  a s k  t h a t  D N R  a d o p t  n o w ,  i n  w r i t i n g ,  a b i n d i n g  

c o m m i t m e n t  t h a t  it w i l l  n o t  u s e  h e r b i c i d e s  i n  S t a t e  f o r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  H a i n e s  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  If t h i s  is d o n e ,  w e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  n e w  S t a t e  f o r e s t s ,  s u c h  as t h e  

Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  v i e w s .

( N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  P o r t f o l i o )

D E C ;sd
cc: G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d

C o m m i s s i o n e r  W u n n i c k e  

J o h n  S t u r g e o n
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A p r i l  24, 1 9 8 5

H o n o r a b l e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n  
H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  S h u l t z  

C o - C h a i r s
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  R e s o u r c e s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  (Ms 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S B  30 C r e a t i n g  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t

E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  Y a k u t a t  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  at i t s  m e e t i n g  o f  A p r i l  22, 1 9 8 5 .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
m a r k s  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Y a k u t a t  
r e l a t i v e  t o  S B  30.

A t  f i r s t  t h e  C i t y  o f  Y a k u t a t  s u p p o r t e d  S B  30 a s  a w a y  of g a i n i n g  
w e i g h t  f o r  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  w h e n  d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  b e i n g  m a d e  f o r  t h e  
Y a k a t a g a  f o r e l a n d  a r e a .  R e c e n t l y  t h e  C i t y  o f  Y a k u t a t  h a s  b e g u n  
c o n s i d e r i n g  a n n e x a t i o n ,  b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a 
C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  a r e a .  W e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
S B  30 a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a r e  a g r e a t  
d i s i n c e n t i v e  t o  b r i n g i n g  t h o s e  a r e a s  u n d e r  a n y  s o r t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  W i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a S t a t e  F o r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  
w e  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  t h i n k  o f  a n y  i n c e n t i v e s  w h y  Y a k u t a t  w o u l d  i n i t i a t e  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a n d  
it s e e m s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  o t h e r  g r o u p  w o u l d  f o r m  a b o r o u g h  if 
Y a k u t a t  d i d  no t .

It s e e m s  t o  u s  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Y a k a t a g a  

S t a t e  F o r e s t  m i g h t  b e  a d e  f a c t o  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
b o r o u g h  n o r  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a  w i l l  e v e r  b e  f o r m e d  
in t h e  Y a k u t a t  a r e a .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  c h a n c e s  of 
t h a t  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  w i l l  s e t  b a c k  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  h a p p e n i n g  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .



SB 30 .
Page Two.

In l i g h t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  l o n g  t i m e  p o l i c y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ;  a n d  i n  l i g h t  o f  i t s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  
A r e a s ,  w e  w o u l d  u r g e  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
R e s o u r c e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o f  S B  30 o n  t h e  
F o r m a t i o n  o f  b o t h  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  
S e r v i c e  A r e a s .  W e  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  Y a k u t a t 1s r e a s o n s  f o r  
c h a n g i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  f r o m  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  
o p p o s i t i o n .  W e  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  Y a k u t a t  C o u n c i l  

R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 9  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  o p p o s i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a 
Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .

S i n c e r e l y ,  
L a r r y  P o w e l l  

M a y o r

D e b b i e  H a r r i s  
C i t y  C l e r k

cc: C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s
D C R A
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A  R E S O L U T I O N  O P P O S I N G  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  A  Y A K A T A G A  S T A T E  
F O R E S T .

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  is c u r r e n t l y  d e b a t i n g  
p a s s a g e  o f  S B  30 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Y a k u t a t  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e r s  of 
t h a t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  s p o r t  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  a r e a  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  Y a k u t a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  
b o t h  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a  a n d  b o r o u g h  f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Y a k u t a t  a r e a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s t a t e  f o r e s t  a t  Y a k a t a g a  
w o u l d  b e  a c l e a r  d i s i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a b o r o u g h  in 
t h e  a r e a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s t a t e  f o r e s t  a t  Y a k a t a g a  
w o u l d  b e  a c l e a r  d i s i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a C o a s t a l  
R e s o u r c e  A r e a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  I t  is t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  b o r o u g h s  a n d  C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  
A r e a s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s t a t e  f o r e s t  a t  Y a k a t a g a  
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s t a t e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  
a d v a n c e  o f  a C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
t h u s  r e m o v i n g  a r e a  u s e s  f r o m  t h e  p u r v i e w  o f  l o c a l l y - e l e c t e d  b o d y ;

W H E R E A S ,  I t  is t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  d e c i s i o n  
m a k i n g  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ;  a n d

T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  t h e  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  c i t y  
o f  Y a k u t a t  o p p o s e s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  F o r e s t ;  
a n d

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  u r g e s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  c o n s i d e r  f u l l y  a n d  
c o m p l e t e l y  t h e  i m p a c t  w h i c h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a Y a k a t a g a  S t a t e  
F o r e s t  w i l l  h a v e  o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r m a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  a b o r o u g h  
o r  a C o a s t a l  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e  A r e a .

a n d

C I T Y  C L E R K
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O F  

A M E R I C A N  F O R E S T E R S

Cook Inlet Chapter

House Committee on Resources February 22, 1985
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Committee Members:

The current legislative session provides another opportunity to assure that 
responsible, active management of the State's forested land is initiated. By 

this, I mean land management actions based on recognition of the presence and 
values of the various land resources and on objectives to preserve, protect, 

conserve, enhance, and harvest those resources as appropriate. The productive 
forest lands in State ownership need management if they are to provide the 
full range of products, services and amenities of which they are capable. A 
system of State Forests is provided for in the statutes. Appropriate units of 
forest land need to be added to the system, which now includes only the Haines 
and Tanana Valley State Forests.

Senate Bill 30 would add a Cape Yakataga Forest to the system. A bill, yet to 
be introduced, would add a Susitna Forest the the system. Both of those 
forests are of high priority because one contains the most productive forest 
lands in State ownership (Yakataga) and the other a portion of the forest land 
available in the Susitna River Basin where on half of the State's population 
resides.

Both provide excellent opportunities for wood production and growth, wildlife 
habitat enhancement and protection, dispersed recreation opportunities, and 
all of the additional benefits of forested land. The people of Alaska will 
receive the full benefits of public land ownership when those lands are 
actively and efficiently managed for multiple resource protection and use.

Your support of the establishment of these units of the State Forest system is 
needed. The Cook Inlet Chapter of the Society of American Foresters urges you 
to provide that support to speed passage of these bills.

I  S O C IE T Y  i  
7 O f "  
A M E R IC A N  
F O R E S T E R S  
L \ 9 0 0  A

Sincerely,
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