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Chapter 2/

the requirements for the specified operator classification
of the certification program; OF ALASKA
(2) "department" means the Department of En-
vironmental Conservation; 3976
(3) "potable water supply system" means the
system of pipes, structures, and facilities through which
water is obtained, treated and sold, distributed or other- Chapter No.
wise offered to the public for household use or any use by
humans; 244

C)) ‘"wastewater system" means the system of
pipes, structures, equipment and processes required to AN ACT
collect, carry away and treat domestic and industrial waste-

water and dispose of the effluent. Requiring certification of wa'.er and wastewater operators; and

providing a program for the training of water and wastewater
operators.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 1(6 is amended by adding a new chapter to
read:

CHAPTER 30. CERTIFICATION OF OPERATORS.

Sec. 1j6.30.010. CLASSIFICATION. The department shall
classify all potable water systems and facilities actually
used or intended for use by the public, and all wastewater
systems and facilities which discharge into publicly owned
wastewater systems, or to receiving bodies of water, or on
land used by others. The classification shall take due
regard to size and type, character of water or wastewater to
be treated, and other physical conditions affecting the
systems and facilities, and according to the skill, know-
ledge and experience required of an operator.

Sec. 136.30.020. WATER AND WASTEWATER WORKS ADVISORY
BOARD. There is created the Water and Wastewater Works
Advisory Board composed of the commissioner of environmental
conservation and eight additional members appointed by the
governor. The Water and Wastewater Works Advisory Board
shall advise and assist the department in the administration
of the training and certification program. Appointments to
the board shall be for aperiod of five years. The initial
term of office of two of the members is for one year, the
initial term of three of the members is three years, and the
initial term of three ofthe members is five years. Vacan-
cies shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointments.

Sec. 1)6.30.030. TRAINING. The department shall, with
the assistance and advice of the Water and Wastewater Works

_b_
Permitted to become law without signature
Actual effective date: September 213, 1976



Chapter 2iJj

Advisory Board, provide a water and wastewater workl oper-
ator training program. The purpose of this program is to
provide mechanisms for water and wastewater works operators
to become certified under the provisions of this chapter and
for certified operators to maintain and improve their com-
petency in operating water and wastewater systems or facili-
ties. The department shall coordinate and cooperate with
educational institutions and other organizations or indivi-
duals in the administration of this section.

Sec. H6.30.070. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT. Two years
following the effective date of this chapter, all potable
water supply and wastewater systems and facilities, whether
publicly or privately owned, which serve 100 or more service
connections or are used or intended for use by 500 or more
persons, must at all times be under the supervision of an
operator whose competency is certified to by the department
in a classification corresponding to the classification of
the system or facility to be supervised.

Sec. 1(6.30.050. EXAMINATIONS. Examinations shall be
held at least annually at times and places set by the
department. Separate examinations shall be given for each
operator classification. Applicants who fail to pass an
examination may repeat the examination at subsequent regu-
larly scheduled examinations.

Sec. 1J6.30.060. CERTIFICATION. The department shall
issue certification entitling those persons who successfully
complete the required examinations to supervise the opera-
tion of potable water supply and wastewater systems and
facilities after considering the recommendations of the
advisory board. The certificate will designate the class of
system for which the operator is qualified in accordance
with the classification system of the department. The
certificate shall be valid for three years unless revoked
for cause, replaced by one of a higher grade, or the opera-
tor for a continuous period of one year has not been active-
ly engaged in the duties authorized by the certificate. An
operator whose certificate has been invalidated for not
having been actively engaged in the duties authorized may be
Issued a new certificate upon proof of competency as pre-
scribed by regulations.

Sec. 1(6.30.070. CERTIFICATES WITHOUT EXAMINATION.
Certificates may be issued without an examination to persons
employed as water or wastewater works operators on the
effective date of this chapter who request such a waiver.
The examination waiver shall be printed on the certificate.
An operator certified under this section may request to have
his certificate transferred to another facility of the same
general class and type or to another facility of lower
cla38 The request shall be granted if, in the opinion of
the department, the transfer would not adversely affect the
health and safety of the public or the environment. The
department shall consider the recommendations of the Water
and Wastewater Works Advisory Board before granting or
denying a request under this section.

Sec. 116.30.080. REGULATIONS. The department, with the
advice of the advisory board, shall issue regulations for
administration of this chapter. The regulations shall
include

_2-
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(1) the basis for classification of potable water
supply and wastewater systems and facilities, Including the
type and size of lesser systems and facilities, if any, to
which the provisions of this chapter do not apply, as re-
quired by sec. 10 of this chapter;

(2) criteria for the qualification of applicants
for operator certification corresponding to each of the
classifications referred to in sec. 10 of this chapter;

(3) procedures for examination of candidates and
renewal of certificates;

(lj) procedures for the revocation of certifi-
cates ;

(5) determination as to which additional person-
nel shall be certified when certification is required for
more than the operator in direct responsible charge.

Sec. (J6.30.090. GUIDELINES. The department, to the
extent it determines feasible, shall be guided by the
standards recommended by the Association of Boards of Certi-
fication for Operating Personnel in Water and Wastewater
U tilities.

Sec. JJ6.30.100. RECIPROCITY. Certificates may be
issued without examination in the comparable classification
to an applicant who holds a certificate in a state, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States, if its certifica-
tion requirements and examinations are comparable to those
of this state and if reciprocal privileges are granted to
operators certified in this state.

Sec. U6.30.110. TEMPORARY CERTIFICATION. In the event
of unusual or emergency circumstances or following the
hiring of new employees, temporary certificates may be
issued to an operator until such time as he may be examined
and certified. Within two weeks after employment of such an
operator, the department shall be notified in writing and
information shall be provided, including the operator's
name, background, experience, training, education, and
references. Thereafter, the operator may be issued a tem-
porary certificate which shall remain valid only for that
time required for next routine examination and evaluation.

Sec. JI16.30.120. PROHIBITED ACTS. On or after two
year3 following the effective date of this chapter, it shall
be unlawful

(1) for any potable water supply or wastewater
system or facility subject to AS Jj6.30.0iJO to be operated
unless the operator is certified under the provisions of
this chapter;

(2) for any person to perform the duties of an
operator without being certified under the provisions of
this chapter.

Sec. JJ6.30.130. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "certificate"” means certificate of competency
issued by the department stating that the operator has met
-3-



Effective 2/21/81

TITLE 18. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 18 AAC 74.010

Chapter 74. Water and Wastewater Operator Certification and Training

Section

10. General provisions

20. Certification requirements

50. Certification without examination

40. Examination requirements

50. Experience and education requirements

60. Display of certificates

70. Certificate term and renewal

80. Lapsed certificates

90. Canceled certificates

100. Revocation of certificate

110. Temporary certification

120. Classification of water supply systems and wastewater systems
130. Training

140. Duties of the water and wastewater works advisory board

150. Composition of the water and wastewater works advisory board
160. Appeals
900. Definitions

18 AAC 74.010. GENERAL PROVISIONS. After September 24, 1978, all
water supply systems and wastewater systems, whether publicly or privately
owned, which serve 100 or more service connections or are used or intended
for use by 500 or more persons per day, must be under the supervision
of an operator certified by the department as follows:

(1) An operator in responsible charge of a system must be
certified at a level corresponding to the classification of the
system under his responsibility.

(2) An operator in responsible charge of an operating shift
of a system must be certified at no less than one level below that
corresponding to the classification of the system under his responsibility.

(3) An operator in responsible charge of more than one system
must be certified at a level corresponding to the highest individual

classification of the systems under his responsibility. (Eff. 8/21/78. Reg.

Authority AS 46.50.080(1)
AS 46.30.080(3)
AS 46.30.080(5)
AS 46.30.040

67).
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18 AAC 74.040

18 AAC 74.020. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. (@ No person will be
certified under this chapter unless an appropriate application has been
submitted to the department on forms provided by the department.

(b) The department will certify an applicant ifit finds that the
applicant has either met the conditions of sec. 30 of this chapter, or
has satisfied the examination requirements of sec. 40o0f this chapter
and the experience and education requirements of sec. 50 of this chapter.
(Eff. 8/21/78. Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.080(2)

18 AAC 74.030. CERTIFICATION WITHOUT EXAMINATION. The department,
in its discretion, will issue certificates without regard to the require—
ments of sections 40-50 of this chapter if the applicant:

(1) has been verified by the owner of the system or by the
Alaska Water Management Association to have been an operator of a water
supply system or wastewater system on September 24, 1978; certificates
issued under this subsection will have "examination waiver™ printed on
the certificate, and will authorize the holder to continue operation of
the system for which verification was made under this subsection; an
operator certified under this section may request to have the certificate
transferred to another system of the same classification or to a system
of lower classification; the department, in its discretion, will grant
the request if the system for which the transfer is sought is substantially
similar to the system from which the transfer is being made; the department
will consider the recommendation of the board before making a determination
on a request under this subsection;

(2) holds a valid certificate issued under the Alaska Water
Management Association voluntary certification program on or before
September 24, 1978; or

(3) holds a current certificate issued by any state, territory
or possession of the United States, if that jurisdiction®s certification
requirements and examinations are comparable to those of the State of
Alaska and that reciprocal privileges are granted by that jurisdiction
to operators certified by the State of Alaska. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.070
AS 46.30.080(3)
AS 46.30.100

18 AAC 74.040. EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS. (@) Applications for
certification must be submitted to the department at least 60 days
before the date set for an examination.

(b) An application must be filed for the level of certification
requested.
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(c) The department will notify the applicant regarding eligibility
for examination.

(d) An applicant who fails to appear for a certification examination
must file a new application to be eligible for another scheduled examina—
tion.

(e) Examinations will be held at least annually at times and
locations announced by the department. The department will, 1in its
discretion, designate representatives to act as proctors in administering
the examinations.

() The department, in its discretion, will conduct oral or
practical examinations instead of, or to augment, the written examination.
Before conducting oral or practical examinations, the department will
notify the board, which must have one or more members present during
the oral or practical examination. A certificate issued following an
oral or practical examination will apply only to the system which the
applicant is operating at the time of examination.

(@ Examinations will be graded by the department and each applicant
notified of the results within 60 days. Examinations will not be mailed
to the applicant; however, the applicant may review the examination
results with the department.

(h) Applicants who fail an examination may reapply and retake the
examination at another scheduled examination date. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.050
AS 46.30.080(3)

18 AAC 74.050. EXPERIENCE AND EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, (@) Criteria
used by the department to evaluate experience and education qualifications
of operators are contained in Table A.



TABLE A - MINIMUM PERSONNEL EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS (IN YEARS)

Operator in

Operator Level

J1LIL

8T

TYLNINNOY ITANT

NOILVAYISNOD

Training [ I (] . v
Resp. Resp.
Op. Op- op. Op.- Charge Op. Charge

System lype Educ. Exp Educ. Exp. Educ. Exp. Educ. Exp. Exp. Educ. EXp. Exp.
Wastewater 12 a 12 1 12 4
Collection
Wastewater 12 A 12 1 12 3 14 4 ® 16 4 )
Treatment
Water 12 A 12 1 12 4
Distribution
Water 12 A 12 1 12 3 14 4 () 16 4 ()
Treatment

*Three months operating experience or satisfactory completion of a basic

training course approved in writing by the department.
Abbreviations
Educ. - Education Op. - Operator Exp. - Experience Resp. - Responsible

0«G0°v. W &
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(1) For level 1 certification, the minimum experience require—
ment is one year of experience in the appropriate type of system, without
substitution;

(2 For levels 11, 111, and 1V certification, substitutions
under (b) of this section may be made for up to 50 percent of the minimum
experience requirements (both operating and responsible charge). The
remainder of the experience requirements must be met by actual on-site
operating experience in the appropriate type of system;

(3) Experience requirements must be met under the supervision
of a certified operator or through an organized on-the-job training
program;

(4) The department will 1issue a conditional level 111 certifi—
cate to allow a level 11 operator to accumulate responsible charge
experience, if rn application has been submitted to the department and
the applicant has satisfied the level 11l examination and operating
experience requirements. A certificate issued under this paragraph is
valid for one year and is renewable for a maximum of one year upon
approval by the department. The certificate will be valid only for the
system which the applicant is operating at the time of application;

(5) At least half of theoperating experience requirement for
level 111 certification must beachieved through operating experience
with a level 11 or higher system;

(6) At least half of the operating experience requirement for
level 1V certification must be achieved through operating experience
with a level 111 or higher system;

(M In smaller systems without shift operation, responsible
charge experience is active, daily, onsite charge and performance of
operation duties in a system in the next lower classification; and

(B In larger systems with shift operation, responsible
charge experience is both daily, onsite technical direction and super—
vision of operation duties in a system in the next lower classification,
and active, daily, onsite charge of an operating shift, or a major segment
of a system, in the same or next lower classification.

(b) Substitutions under (a)(2) of this section may be made under
following criteria:

(1) High school education may not be substituted for
experience
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(@) Relevant postsecondary education as approved by the de—
partment may be substituted for operating or responsible charge experience.
The rate of exchange or education for experience is one year of experience
for each year of relevant full time postsecondary education successfully
completed by the applicant.

(5) Education used to substitute for an operating experience
requirement may not also be applied to the education requirement.

(4) One year of operating or responsible charge experience
may be substituted for either two years of elementary school education
with no limitation, or one year of high school education with no limitation.

(5) A maximum of one year of responsible charge experience in
a class Il oi higher system may be substituted for one year of the post—
secondary educational requirement for level 111 certification.

(6) A maximum of one year of responsible charge experience in
a class 11l orhigher system may be substituted for one year of the post-
secondary educational requirement for level IV certification.

(7) Experience substituted for an educational requirement may
not also be applied toward meeting the operating or responsible charge
experience requirements.

(8) Forty five continuing education units (CEU"S) in relevant
specialized operator training or education may be used to satisfy one
year of the educational requirement or one year of operating or responsible
charge experience. Ten hours of department approved course work equals
one CEU. (EFf. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.50.080(2)

18 AAC 74.060. DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATES. Certificates must be
displayed in the plant or utility office of the operator.
(Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.060 -

18 AAC 74.070. CERTIFICATE TERM AND RENEWAL, (&) The term for
certificates and renewals will be from the first of Janiiary of the year
of issuance until December 31 three years later.

() The department will send each holder of a certificate a renewal
notice at least 60 days before the expiration date of the certificate.
Notice will be mailed to the last address of record. Failure to receive
notice does not relieve the holder of his responsibility to renew the
certificate.
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©) Upon receipt of a valid and timely request for renewal, the de—
partment will 1issue a renewal certificate. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.060
AS 46.30.080(3)

18 AAC 74.080. LAPSED CERTIFICATES, (@) The department will renew
certificates for which timely application for renewal was not made under
sec. 70 of this chapter, if an application for renewal 1is received
within 180 days after the expiration of the certificate.

(b) The department will, in its discretion, require reexamination of
an operator if a renewal application is received more than 180 days after
the expiration of the certificate. The department will consider the
recommendations of the board in determining the need for examination of
an operator whose certificate has lapsed under this section.

(EFf. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.080(3)
ISAAC 74.090. CANCELED CERTIFICATES. Repealed, (EFf. 2/21/80, Reg. 77).

18 AAC 74.100. REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATES, (a) The department
will, 1in its discretion, revoke the certificate of an operator upon a
finding of fraud or deceit in obtaining the certificate; fraud or deceit
in plant record keeping; gross negligence in the operation of a system;
or violation of the requirements of this chapter. The department will
consider the recommendations of the board in determining whether to
revoke a certificate.

() IT a certificate is revoked, the operator may not apply again
for certification for 365 days following revocation. An application
received under this subsection will be treated as an initial application.
(Eff. 3/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.50.060
AS 46.30.080(4)
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18 AAC 74.110. TEMPORARY CERTIFICATION. The department will, in
its discretion, issue a temporary certificate for good cause shown. The
temporary certificate will be valid until the earliest opportunity at which
the operator may be examined and certified under this chapter. A temporary
certificate will apply only to the system which the applicant is operating
at the time of application. Temporary certificates are not renewable.
(Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.110
18 AAC 74.120. CLASSIFICATION OF WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS AND WASTEWATER

SYSTEMS, (&) For the purposes of this chapter, water supply systems and
wastewater systems are classified as follows:

TABLE B - CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM
Collection and Distribution Systems

System Type Units | 11

Wastewater

Collection

System Population 500 to 15,001 and
Served 15,000 greater

Water

Distribution
System

TABLE C - CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM

Treatment Systems

System Type Units I 11 HI v

Wastewater

Treatment

System Range of 30 and 31-55 56-75 76 and
Points less greater

Water

Treatment

System
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(b) The department will, in its discretion, and after considering
the advice of the board, modify the classification rating system in (a)
of this section if the department finds that there are unusual factors
affecting the complexity of unit processes, qualify of raw water sources,
users of water downstream of wastewater system discharges or potential
health hazards.

©

section,

In classifying water treatment systems under (@) of this

the following point system \Mill be used:

Item Points

Sizea

Maximum populatijon served, 1 point per 10,000

peak day I or part

Design flow (average day) or peak

month"s production (average day) 1 point per 1.0 million

whichever is larger .. .. ... .. .. .. ..... gallons per day or part
Water Supply Source

Groundwater .o 5-5n

Surface water ... 4-7n
Adjustment

pH adjustment, stability, corrosion control 7
Treatment

Aeration .o 3

lon exchange, catalytic adsorptionO............... 10

Chemical precipitation,coagulation-flocculation. .20

Sedimentation. . ... .. 5

Filtration. .o i 10

Reverse osmosis, electrodialysis, etc............. 20

Activated carbon. ... .. ... 10

On-site treatment of system sludge................ 15

07 o> o 1 o 8
Fluoridation. .o i e i e 5
DISINTeCtION . L. 5-8/
Laboratory Control by Plant Personnel

Bacteriological (complexity) — ..o.oioioioioi.o... 3-10n

Chemical/physical (complexity) ... ... .. .. .. . ... ... 1-10<

@

section,

a
b

c

In classifying wastewater treatment systems under (a) of this
the following point system will be used:

Limit 10 points each, or maximum of 20 points for size

Range of points determined by raw water quality, disinfection
scheme, and complexity of on-site laboratory analysis,
Includes potassium permanganate greensand.
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Item Points
Sizea
Maximum population 1 point per 10,000
served, peak day..ocoemiiii i or part
Design flow (average day) or peak
month*s flow (average day), 1 point per 1.0 million
whichever is larger... .. ..o .. gallons per day or part
Pretreatment
Screening, comminuUEEON. ... ... .o il 1-3»
Mechanically cleaned grit chamber. ... ... .. ... .. ...... 3
Plant pumping of main flow.._ .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. ... 3
Pre-aeration. ... 1
Flow equalization. ... . i i 2
Primary Treatment
Primary clarifiers. . . ... . i aeiaaa 5
Combined sedimentation/digestion... ... .. ..ocoioaeoan.-. 5
Chemical addition ... ... ..ot aaeaaaaaan 4
Dissolved air flotation. ... ... oo iiiirii i 5
Secondary Treatment
Trickling Filter .. . i 10
Activated sludge ... .. i i 10-15»
Stabilization ponds without aeration..... .. ... .. ... ... ... 5
Aerated 1agoon. . ... e 8
Rotating Biological Surface... ... ..oiiiiiiiiiioiaaaaann. 10
Activated Bio-filter with aeration... ... ... ... .. ...... 15
Activated Bio-filter without aeration..... .. ... .. .. ..... 10
PUrE OXY BN . o et e et e et e e e 20
Secondary Clarifiers. ... ... i i 5
Advanced Waste Treatment
Polishing pond .o ii i cececececaaaaaan 2
Chemical/physical-without secondary........... e 15
""hemical/phys.ical following secondary.................... 10
1o =D > = 10
Reverse osmosis, electrodialysiS...... ..o aaaa.... 15
Chemical recovery, carbon regeneration................... 4
Y0 £ 01 o ¢ o 10 o 10
8 I - o 10
Solids Handling
LN o3 = 82 5
Anaerobic diIgesStioN. ...ttt c e cececaaaaaaaa 10
Aerobic dIgeSTION . ...t c e 6
Evaporative sludge drying ... ..ooiomiimr i i aaann 2
Mechanical dewatering.... .. .. cooooiooiiiiiiaaas  cocuaa-. 8
Solids reduction (incineration, wet oxidation)..., 12
Residual disposal.... ..o e cceaaaaan 1-4=

Limit 10 points each, or maximum of 20 points for size
Range of points determined by complexity of unit processoperation,
effluent discharge scheme, and complexity of on-site laboratory analysis.

(SR
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DESHINTECETON . - o o oot e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 5-8»
Chemical or mechanical dechlorination.........cccoeeoo.... 3

Effluent Discharge

ReceivVINg Stream. ...t ia e 2-6"
Land application. ... . i 2
Subsurface disposal ... .o e e 4

Laboratory Control by Plant Personnel
Bacteriological (complexity)  ...iiiiiiiiiiiii i 3-10J?
Chemical/Physical (complexity) .. .. .. . . . . . . .. ... 1-10

Limit 10 points each, or maximum of 20 points for size

Range of points determined by complexity of unit process operation,
effluent discharge scheme, and complexity of on-site laboratory
analysis. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

(SR

Authority AS 46.30.010
AS 46.30.080(1)
AS 46.30.090

18 AAC 74.130. TRAINING. The department will, with the assistance
of the board, develop a program for the training of water and wastewater
operators. To the extent practicable, the training program will use the
facilities of higher educational institutions in the state. The plan
will include, at a minimum, training through seminars, workshops, classroom

instruction, correspondence, and on-the-job programs. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.030

18 AAC 74.140. DUTIES OF THE WATER 8 WASTEWATER WORKS ADVISORY
BOARD. The duties of the board include:

(1) advising and assisting the department in certifying
operators and classifying water and wastewater systems;

(2 reviewing qualifications of applicants for examination
and/or certification in cooperation with the department or at the request
of the applicant;

(3) advising the department in the preparation and administration
of examinations;

(4) making recommendations to the department on issuance,
cancellation, invalidation, or revocation of certificates;

(5) assisting the department in the determination of the
number of certified operators necessary for the successful operation of
a systenm;



TITLE 18. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 18 AAC 74.140
18 AAC 74.900

(6) making recommendations to the legislature and the governor
proposing new or modified legislation concerning operation and maintenance
or public water supply and wastewater systems;

(7) assisting and advising the department in the development
and administration of a training program; and

(8) other assistance as may be requested from time to time by
the department. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.020
AS 46.30.030
AS 46.50.060

18 AAC 74.150. COMPOSITION OF THE WATER AND WASTEWATER WORKS
ADVISORY BOARD. A minimum of three members of the board will be operators
certified pursuant to this chapter. (Eff. d/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.020
AS 46.30.090

18 AAC 74.160 APPEALS. Any person aggrieved by an action of the
department taken under this chapter may ask the board to hear the
grievance, and to make a recommendation to the department. Use of this
procedure does not diminish any right the aggrieved person may have
under the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62). (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67).

Authority AS 46.30.080

18 AAC 74.900. DEFINITIONS, (& Unless the context indicates
otherwise in this chapter

(1) Mapplicant” means any person who desires to obtain a
certificate under this regulation;

(2) "board" means the Water and Wastewater Works Advisory
Board established by AS 46.30.020;

(3) “certificate” means a certificate of competency issued to
an operator by the department stating that the operator has met the
requirements for the specified operator level of the certification
program;
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(4) “department”™ means the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation;

(5) "on-site" means present at a system for an amount of
time and at intervals considered acceptable by the department based
upon the complexity of the treatment process, and available and on-call
within two hours of the system at all times, unless there is a back-up
operator who is certified at no less than one level below the classifi—
cation of the system and who is designated to assume the responsibili—
ties of the operator in responsible charge in his absence*,

(6) "operating experience”™ means the time spent at a system
in satisfactory performance of operation duties;

(7) ‘"operator" means anyone who is engaged in the onsite
operation of a water supply system or wastewater system; "operator™ does
not ordinarily apply to an official exercising only general adminis—
trative supervisions, such as the city engineer or public works superinten—
dent;

(8) ‘"operator-in-training” means any person receiving on-the-
job training under the supervision of a certified operator or through an
organized training program, who desires to obtain a certificate and
who is, or can show probable employment as, an operator of a water or
wastewater system;

(9 person” means any individual, public or private corporation,
political subdivision, government agency, municipality, partnership,
association, or any other entity whatsoever;

(10) "responsible charge™ means the active, daily, on-site
supervision of system operations.

(11) "service connection™ means a pipe, with its appurtenances,
that connects a water or sewer main with building plumbing;

(12) "systems" means water supply system or wastewater system;

(15) "wastewater collection system™ means pipelines or conduits,
pumping stations and force mains, and all other appurtenant constructions,
devices, and appliances used for conducting wastewater to a wastewater
treatment system;

(14) "wastewater system”™ means the system of pipes, structures,
equipment and processes required to collect, carry away and treat domestic
and industrial wastewater and dispose of the effluent;

(15) "wastewater treatment system" means devices, structures,
and appurtenances used for treating, neutralizing, stabilizing, or
disposing of wastewater and residuals;
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(16) "water distribution system”™ means post treatment
storage facilities, conduits, mains, lines and appurtenances, pumping
stations or other devices used to transport water to the consumer;

(17) "water supply system”™ means any source of water, intake
works, collection system, treatment works, storage facility, or distribution
system from which water is available for human consumption; and term
includes, but is not limited to, systems providing water to more than
one residential dwelling unit, or to a factory, office building, restaurant,
school, and other similar facilities, but does not include a system
serving only a single family residence; and

(18) "water treatment system" means devices, structures
and appurtenances, used to condition, purify, or refine water for human
consumption, a groundwater supply with only chlorination is considered
a water distribution system and not a water treatment system.
(Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67, am 2/21/81, Reg. 77).

Authority AS 46.30.130
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18 AAC 74.040

18 AXC 74 1s repealed and readopted to read:
CHAPTER 74. WATER AND WASTEWATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION

tion

(en rfll grovmons

C tion requirements

epeae

xamination requ c[ements

Experlence and education requirements
Display of certificate

Ce tlflcate {erm and renewal

ags r(tl Icate
evocatlo rertl icate
H) Fré/ certl ation

ation of water supply and wastewater systems

Re
\L\/at%r T g]Wastewater Works Advisory Board
G

S ..
Definitions

18 AAC 74.010. GENERAL PROVISIONS. . Public or private water sugply and
wastewater systems WI'[ 100 or more service connect|ons or which are "used or
Intended for ue(say 0r more ersons er muS| be suRerv |sed ¥ an
operator certl by the depart ent. oper tor in respohsible charge of

(1) a system must be certified at a level equal to the classification
of the system”under that operator's control;

(2) an operatln? shift of a system must ho certified at no [ess than
one level below that Tevel equal to”the classification of the system under
that operator's control;

more than one system must be certified at a level eﬁual to the

w

O—ICO U1 GO — O OO0 U= QO PO

Cj—w—1— rr'l—'

3
hlghegt)mdlwdua classification of the systems under that operator's
control.  (Eff. 8/21/78 Register 67, am 8724/85, Register 95

Authority:  AS 46.
AS 46.
AS 46.

@@@
(A)(A)(AJ
OOO
I—‘OO
NOOO -~
OOO

18 AAC 74.020.  CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS Eap) A person seekin
certification under thrs chapter shall® submit an application to the department
on a form approved by the department.

(ebr% The E\Egartment will certify an applicant who, has met the examination
eq uirements of 74,040 and the experience _and_education reguwements of
8AAC? 00 nd the fee re uwements of 18AAC 74.170. (Eff. 8/21/78,

Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95)

Authority:  AS 46.30.080
18 AAC 74.030.  CERTIFICATION WITHOUT EXAMINATION. Deleted 8/24/85.

Editor's note:. Under AS 44, 62.060(b2J and 44.62, 125(5)) 18 AAC 74.030 was deleted
by the requlations attorney [ / * because 1t lacked statutory authority.

18 AAC 74.040.  EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS (a) An application for certi-
fication must be. received gy the g ?r % Ieaft 4? dgys bef?re the date
set for an examination, and” must or the leve certitication sought.
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(b) . The department will notrr{ the applicant of eligibility for an
examination, which will be held at Teast annually at a time and place announced
by the department. The department will, In Its discretion, designate a person
to act as proctor at the ekamination.

(c). The department will, In Its discretion, conduct oral or practical
examinations |nstead of, or to augment, written examinations. Before gjving
oral or practical examinations, the department will notify the board, Which

3/ ve one or more members present dtrrrng the examination. A certificate
ssued_after an examination applies only t9 the system the applicant I
operatrng Wnen examined.

famrnatrons will lf graded bg the department and each aﬁglr%ant
erI e notified of the resu ts “within ag/ Examinations will hot
mare to tpe ag O|rcant however, the appIr nt may review the examination
results wit epartment.

(e applicant who falls an examination or who falls to aPpear for an
exa mrnatron rra submit g written request for reschedulin at least 45 das
be re a sc Ied exarHrnatron date.. A requests recgrvea gter the deéa Ine
Wi E é Ee next examination. f [21178, Register 67,
am / , egrster9

Authority:  AS 46.30.050

AS 46.30.080

18 AAC74 050. EXPERIENCE A\D EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS, (a) Crr%e(r)ra
u

used by the department to evaluate qualifications of operators are se
thrg sectrort) | ? Povrsrons

In Table A, subject to the tollowing p

tl) for level | certification, .a minimum of one year of experience
In the appropriate type of system 1s required, without educational substitution:

82) for levels II, Ill, and IV certification, educational substr

tutions under_ (b) of tMs section’ may be made for up.to 50 percent of the

grrnrmum ex errence requirements; the remarnrng ex errence redurrements rgrust
e met by actual on-slte operating experrence In the appropriate type o
¥stem ex erreﬂce may be ls)trbstlr]tuted or education: there can be ho sub-
Itution tor the responsible charge requirement;

S for levels ||| and IV, transcripts from colleges or trade schools
attended are’ req (rirrred certif rcatfes of completion for traini d courses taken
are also required; maximum certi red educa 1on units (CEUs) alowed or one
year of trade school 15 45 any school time sg nt as on-the-jab trarnrng

count toward the experience requirement Instead of the educatron requir ment

4) atotal of 1,950 work hours 1s.counted as one year of experience:
howevey, 8 [S 1n excess otL 850 accryed during a 12- montﬂ p)errod are H
counted'as more than one year i experience;

d(5 ex erience requirements must be met under the supervision of
a certified opera or or through an organized on-the-job training program;

(?g the department will Issue a condrtronal I% vel [l certificate
to allow a level 1 o erator to accumulate responsible charge experience 1f
the op egtor meets the level |11 examrna(sron AL operating ex erlence [equire-
ments and submits an agro rcatrobn to the e artment, a condrtr nal certificate
1s valid for one year may be renewed for a maximum of one year wit {)art
ment aP rova th e certr ica e 1s valid only for the system the applicant 1s
operating at the time of application;

rn
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Register

(4) for a de?ﬁee In a nonrelated field, an Pproved coursework
as described” In (3) of this subsection, completed under that degree, will be
treated as follows:

as calcu ate under (10) of this subsection; an

S
P) erce t of the amount arrived at umder ? this ? ub-
the tota

, {A) the ap rov coursework will  be aB[S)hed towarg certification
requiremen

section will "then e ad ed to that amount, to reach amount 0

coursework that will' be applied under this paragraph;

(5) proved coursework, such as that descrlbed 1n 102
subsection, completed without rece|V| ree P eb oward
certification  requirements as calcu ated u der %5 thlssu section;

ear of operating or responsible charge experience maybe
subshtuted t?r elthey two yeaes ot gtementay school e ugat h)or one yeg
of high school education;

?] a maximum of one year of responsible charge exPerlence In a
level |l 0{ her system maY be substltuted for one year of the postsecondary
educationa reaunement evel [l certitication;

imum of two years o responsible charge experience  Ina
level |1 d hlm?ixr system, may% d bst turt)ed for two gears %f the post-
secondary educa |0na| requirements evel IV certification;

) experience substituted for an educational reduwement may not
arll%lo be applied to the operating or responsible charge experience requifements;

thls

45 CEUs In relevant S eC|a||zed orPerator training or education

m be use(d to meet one year of the educational requireme t or oneE)(Jear
operating experience; 10" hours of approved coursework equals one C

() Acertificate will be Issued only to a person emhloyed in a water/
w stewater s¥stem In tne state. Sp plicants not ﬁet emp ogeg be 1ss ?d
etter that states the have passed an exam and that th epartment wi

Issue a ertificate utfon emp o¥ment Records will be kept on f||e fv one
year. employment s not ‘obtained within th e one-year period, ttr m-
will be returned and the person must reapply for certification.

TAM A « MINIV® WUATOI OUCATEO™ AM UNEETtME »t<1 DT (IN TE2AT)
( A Oytritor Ltith

tor U i ] £l b
> > on n H@Qﬁ_ (04] Chrfe
e % e & @ Ml s [ s
WEM K it - It 1 B WK (o0 it e o0
UIIKEIn
HHEMEir it - It 1 & 3 L * ® u 4 ®
Triitfet
urur « It t It 4 t o t N O
Hilikattfe
2 1 I | 1 w3 4 4 ® u 4
ru_
enrm u t v <ritlot W tt i NMle trdtcln» eferw
Ny tre
(El Tréeg'l fecaife N- iUt by « UyaHect om - MfeQtNt

Authority: AS 146.30.080
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(7) . at least half of the operating experience requirement for level
[l certtftcatton must be achieved through operating experience with a level
[l or higher system;

(82_ at least half of the operating experience requirement for level
% certhflté:haertosnystrgtrtﬁt be achieved through operating experience with a level

5)9’? In systems wdthout shift 08{”3“(’” responsible charge experience
ive on-sltec arne and performance uties 1na system in the same or

1s act o

next lower classificat

10 in systems with shift operatign, respopsible charge experience
1s both oh lte techntcal di ctton ang sypervjsion o? dutte In a sy stemgtn P
the same or next lower cl as?| fication, and active on-slte charge of an operattng
shdtft or a major segment of a system, In the same or next lower classification’

ex erience is yerified onl Fy the current employer's signature
atton the department I Its discretion,
contact revmus em ployers 1f there are uesttﬂns or 1 urther verification
ls need ? ;an ap? Icant with exBenence water and wastewater ?ystems
io ? tification In ?h areas; tn substituting one type o
ex erience for the other, the following applies:

(A) at |east 25 percent of the retﬂuned exPenence must be
1n the requested classification; ug to 90 percent he experience In
the ‘other classification may be used to co plete the requirement;

a]Dleyvater treatment and wastewater treatment experience are

on the Iasglla of the ag

Interchangg

(Ch water distribution and wastewater collection experience
are Interchangeable;

SD) lab gersonnel will not be certified under this chapter;
a maximum 0f one year of lab eXﬁenence may be ap(n lied toward the experience
8unement for certification in water treatment or wastewater treatment;

SE) swimming pool operators will not be certified under this
cha ter however, pool “experience will be counted as water treatment
levél | experience toward fulfilling the experience requirement.

(b) %ubstttuttons referred to in (a)(2) of this section may be made as
0 Llows:

%T)ﬁ gpro osta ?ondary educattﬁtn as described in gB) of this
subsection stt uted for yp to one-half the required opérating
experjence; the rate of ex?hanPe of e F eatton for experience is, one year of
FX erience for each year of refevant full-time postsecondary education success-
utly compe ted;
education substituted for o erating experience requirement
may not also be appFed to the educattona uneme%' P 1

i3? an a proved techntcal degree In.a related field, such as physical
science, b ogP/ emtstrY Hcysws e 9|neenn%l gtathemattcs water treatment,
wastewater treatment, electro electricity, Wel , and haldrau Ics, will
e agg towr certif |cat|on re unements for exampl Fr biology

substityte for four years of expene ce toward the certitication
re unement but a four-year English degree wou not;
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18 AXC 74.060. DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATE. The certificate must be drsplayed
In the operator's 8Iant or utility office. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67,

8/24/85, Register 95 Authority:  AS 46.30.060

70.  CERTIFICATE TERM AND RENEWAL, (aa A certificate and
for a three-year period beginning on January 1 of the year

18 AAC 74.0
renewal 1s valid
of Issuance.

ngt The department will sen? each fertrfrcate holder FI enewa\ notrce
at least 60 days before the certiticate lapses. Notice will be mailed

the last address of record. Failure to receive notice does not relieve the
holder of the responsibility to renew the certificate.

gcg For a gertificate Issued after January 1, 1987, an ? erator shall
compl pprove courses equal to three CEUs as a condition for renewa| of
ﬁer r hcate operat or gi more than one certrfrcatef need only
com ete the courses required to satisty renewal requirements for one of the
certificates, but shall ‘complete the required courses at least every three
years.

ctivdl) ap
%oryh

rt)artment will renew a certificate only 1f %n operator has
an two
14.17

Inuously performed the duties authorized by the certificate
years t the_certificate gerrod and has complied with
). “(Eff. 8/21/78, Register o7; am 8/24/85, Register 95)

Authority:  AS 46.30.060

18 AAC 74.080. LAPSED CERTIFICATES, (a) An operator who seeks renewal
a Iaﬁsed certificate shall submit a request for renewal within 180 days

er the certrtrcate Ia'oses Upon recelpt of a va d re uest for renewal,

I r%roo f compliance with, 18 4070 (c) and (d) and 18 AAC 74.170(d),
part ent will renew a certificate.

(b) The department will, In Its discretjon, require reexamination of
an operator whose renewal _application 1s recerved more than 180 days after
the certificate lapses. .The department. will consr er o%rd recommendations
In determining the' need for re-éxamination_under this subsection of an operator
whose certificate has lapsed. (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67, am 8/24/85,

Register 3 Authority:  AS 46.30.080
18 AXC 74.090. CANCELED CERTIFICATE. Repealed 2/21/81,

18 AXC 74,100. REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE, a The department will,
In its. discretion, Fevoke a certificate uPon a hn rn% raud or decelt In
obtarnrn% the certr Icate: frau or decel gant rcor eeprn% ross
negrgen e In th % ogeratron of @ system; or violation of th ﬂ irements of
this chapter. The department will” consider board recommendations In deciding
whether to reVoxe a certrfrcate

(b? An operator whose certif rcate Is revoked may not a gly or certifi-
caEron or 36% d ys after revocatron (tn lication recer ved nﬁ
| ?2 [ tra appr 812 1

e
N
0

——h

de
con
tw
(d

of
JE ding
the de

au segtrorfrﬂw I ] /e8a5teReas attg Ini cation. (Eft.
egister am gister 9
i

18 ANC 74.110. TEMPORARY CERTIFICATI N. The deBartment will, In Its
drscretron Issue a temporarrr]/ certificate for good calse shown. The temporary
ce tif rcat dts valid until the earliest date when the odperator n‘ag be ex mrned

certifie un er this chapter. Atemporary certiticate applies only to the
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system which the applicant 1s operatln% at the time of appllcatlon and wm
not be renewe The certificate will _be Issued qun compliance with 18 AXC
14.170(e). (Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67; am 8/24/85, Register 95

AUTHORITY:  AS 46.30.110

18 AXC 74, 120 CLASSIFICATION (]: WATER SUPPLY AND WASTEWATER SYSTEMS,

a) In this chapter, water su and wastewater systems are classified as
g t out In this épubsectlon In 1ng¥es BandS y

TABLE B - CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM
COLLECTION AI\D DISTRIBUTION. SYSTEMS
(By Range of Points)

System Type I I 11 \1

Wastewater 1-34 35-58 59-77 18 and
Coflect?on System above
Water Distribution 1-34 35-58 59-77 18 and
System above

TABLE C - CLASSIFICATION RATING SYSTEM
TREATMENT SYSTEMS
(By Range of Points)

System Type | Il 11 \%

Wastewater 1-30 31-55 56-75 76 and
Treatment System above
Water Treatment 1-30 31-55 56-75 76 and
System above

(b) = The gepartment will, In Its discretion, and after considerin
adee of the hoard modle the rating system in Fah of this section a

led to a particular s tem 1f the department finds that there are unusual
factors affecting the cogtevemt unlt rocesses, quality of raw water
sources, Uusers 0 water ownstréam from wastewater' system discharges, or
potential health hazards.

(c) To c|a33|f¥ water treatment systems under (a) of this section, the
department will use the following point” system:

Size3 [tem Points
ize
Mamem population served, 1 point ner 10,000
pea & ................................................................... or par..
Design flo (average dayg or peak
mohtps product| n (average day)
WRICNEVET 1S [arger .rmmmmsssssssssnsnn H] ger 1.0 million
Water Su Source ellons per day’or part
ﬁh)d)hva O 3-5&
SUITACE WALET vooeerersreseesssssernens K —— 4-Th
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Adjusme%justment, stability, corrosion control . ... 7
Treatment .
n/leetratlon ......................................................................................... 3
lon e_xchan?e, _cataf?/tlc adsorption ™ .o — 10c
Chemical precipitation, coagulation, flocculation . 20
SEAIMENEALION oo
FIEration e, e 10
Reverse osmosis, electrodialysis, etc. .. .7 20
Activated carbon . . .. . ..., 10
On-site treatment of system SIUAQE  wovrrsrrsrrsninnn 15
OZONALION covrvrvvssvrrrssemsrssrssnes s s 8
FIUOMTAAEION vt 5
DISINFECLION s 5-8h
Laboratory Control py Plant Personnel
Bactye_rlolo |caFch mpIexHQ/S K v 3-10b
Chemical/physica ?comple 147 -10D

aLimlt 10 points each, or maximum of 20 pointsfor size. _

bRange of points determined by complexm{ ofunit process operation,

effluent discharge scheme, and complexity of onsite laboratory analysis
. cIncludes potassium permanganate greensand.

(d) To classifrx]/ wastewater treatment systems under (a) of this section,
the department will use the following point system:

Size3 ltem Points
1ze3 . . .
Mamm&m population served, 1 point Per 10,000
pea av\)/ ................................................................. or part
Design tlow (average day) or peak
mﬁntﬁ's pr%ductlon (average day), . -
whichever 1s larger™. . . % . s 1poH1t ger 1.0 million
gallons per day or part
Pretreatment o
creenlncq, co mmu%lon e ———————————— |-3b
Mechanically cleaned grif chamber ... 3
Plant pumping of main“flow 3
Pre-aBratlON™ . oo esesessssees 1
Flow equalization . . . . . .2
Primar ,Treatm(fnt
[MAry CIATITIRrS oo 3]
C%mbl,ne sedlmentatlon/d1gestlon . i 5
Chemica addltlf?n .................................................................. 4
DISSOIVEd alr TIOTATION oo ccrrrresesssssssssenmsssssssnnssseens H
Secondary Treatment
G ey s
V. slu e -
Stal)l?lzatlon onds WIThOUt EFATION oo ;
R 1§
Actgvatgd blo-gfllter WITNATATION. woovovvvveeeeesssesvrnesennnn 1
Activated blo-fllter withoutaeration 10
Pure oxygen ............................................................................. .20
SECONAATY " CU* LTLRTS cmmrmrmsmsmsmssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 5
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|tem Points
Advanced Waste Treatment e
POlISNING PONd . s 2
Chemical/physical without secondary .............. 15
Chemlcalfbhysmal following second%ry ........................ 10
I@{)n BXCHANGE v 10
everse 0SMoSIS, EIECTIOATAlYSIS mmmmmmmemmrmmmrn 15
Chemical recovery, carbon regeneration ... 4
a0 B 0 g o S X o 10
Filtration. ..o oo ceeceecaaaaanann 10
Sol Ids Hapdling
ThiCKeNING ..o 5
Anaergbic  digestion ... . iiiiiiiiiii e 10
Aerobic dlgestlon e+ s———— b
Evaporative sludge drying s+ L2
Mechanical dewate mg_ s e 8
Solids reduction (Intineration, wet oxidation) .. 12
Residual diSPoSal . s 1-4=
Disinfection ... ... ... e e e 5-8Db
Chemical or mechanicaldechlorination .o
Effluent Dischar%e
RECEIVING  STIEAM ovvvcvvvesrvvssvvsssvsmssmssssmssssnssssssssssssssssssssssses 2-6=
Land aPpllcat,lon ........................................................................... 2
Subsurface disposal 4
Laboratory Control by Plant Personnel
Bacteriological (complexity) .  ...oc.iiiiiiioo...
ChemlcaI/Pqnysmal (COMPIEXTTY) s 1-10°

ngmlt 1? oints each, or maximum of 20 points for size.

Range of points determined by complexity of unit ||oro,cess
operation, effluent dischafge scheme,”and comple
on-site laboratory analysis:

() To classifx water distribution systems under (a) of this section,
the department will use the following point system:

xity of

Sired |tem Points
ized . : :
Maximum population served, 1 gomt Per 10,000
peak day [ par
Finished water storage tank(s) 4
Circulating loops
1(‘100 P 10
2- 4 100pS 15
5-10 100pS 20
Fire hydrants 4
Standby generators 6
Miles of water line
0-2 2
2-10 4
10-100 6
Over 100 10
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Item Points
In-Hne disinfection 10
Gas chlorination H
Hy ochlor|te chlorination 5
Ultravmlet light g
Valves
Remote sensory 10
Automatic 8
Manual 4
Heat exchangers 10
Percentage of customers with meters .
25- 50X 0
50- 75* 8
75-100* 10
Pressure zones
2-3 10
More than 3 15
Utllldor (walk through) 10

aLImit 10 points each.

To classif ewater collection systems under of this section,
the dep)artment will use t%e f?fowmg point systemy (&) 0

$1762 |tem Points
MaX|mum population served, lgoint Per 10,000
peak day [ par
Miles of sewer line
0-2 2
2-10 6
10-100 15
100 and over 25
UtiHdor gwalk throu%h?_ _ 16
Standby generators at liftstations 0
Lift statlon types (Choose one most used In sgstem
e el Wi e
wellidry wal e I
Pneumatlc eJectors 16
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18 AAC 74.160

Numbe6 5of 11ft stations
5-15
15-35 *
35 and over 1
aLImlt 10 points each.
(Eff. 8/21/78, Register 67, am 8/24/85, Register 95)

Authority: @ 22%88%8
AS 46.30.090

O 00 U1

18 AAC 74.130. TRAINING. Repealed 8/24/85.

board 18 ﬁﬁC 74.140. WATER AND WASTEWATER WORKS ADVISORY BOARD, (a) The
Wi

(1) advise and assist the department as the department certifies
operators and classities water and wastewater systems;

. (2) review qualifications of ap{)licants for examination and certi-
fication In cooperation with tne department or at the applicant's request;

. (3) advise the department as the department prepares and gives
examinations;

_ %4) make recommendations to the department as the department
issues, cancels, Invalidates, or revokes certificates;

ES) asFist the degartment In determining the number of certified
operators

eeded for proper System operation;
... (6) make recommendations to the Ieﬂislature z1nd the ?overn?r for
legislation concerning operation and maintenaiice of public water supply and

wasStewater systems;

_(7) assist and advise the department as the department develops
and administers a training program; and

58% Hive_ other_assistance as requested by the department.
(Eff. 8/21/73, Register 67; am 8/25/85, Register 95Y

Authority: ﬁ% 2118%88%8

AS 46.30.060

18 AAC 74.150. COMPOSITION OF THE WATER AND WASTEWATER WORKS ADVISORY
BOARD. Deleted 8/24/85.

Editors Note: . Under AS 44.62.060(b) and 44.62.125(b8, 18 AAC 74,150 was deleted
by the regulations attorney / /[ "because it lacked statutory authority.

18 AAC 74.160. APPEALS. A person aggrieved by a department action taken

ynder this chapter may ask the board to héar the 8r|evanc and make a ,re%ommen-
dation to the ePartment. Use of this procedure does not affect any rl%t

the aggrleved person may have under the  Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62).
(Eff. “8/21/78, Register 67, am 8/24/85, Register 95)

Authority: AS 46.30.080
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: : 18 AAC 74.900
Chapter 74 is amended to include:

18 AAC 74.170.  FEES, (3}] An initial application for examination will be
acoti?g}gd for processing only when accompanied by an application fee of ten

(b) An application for re-examination will be accepted for processing
only when accompanied by an application fee of ten dollars.

(c) ‘Aqualified applicant will be sheduled for an_examination only
upon receipt of a $15 examination fee for each examination to be taken.

(d} A cri_rtificat_e shall be renewed upon receipt of a £30 renewal fee and
proof "of compliance with 18 AAC 74.070.

_(e)[_ A temporary certificate shall be issued upon receipt of a 10
application fee, a $15 certificate fee and compliance with 18 AAC 74.110.

~(f)  An examination fee will be forfeited for failure to take an examina-
tion, ‘unless the department is notifed, in writing, a minimum of two weeks
before the examination date. The fee can then be applied to the next examination
cycle without reapplication.

(gi) For all department sponsored short courses, the following fee
schedule shall apply.

1-day course - $§ 75
2-0ay course 100
3-0ay course 150
4-day course 175
5-day course 200

Short courses shall not be presented with [ess than 10 students in attendance.

(h) All department sponsored correspondence courses providing CEU credit
shall “have a fee of s10 per CEU.

(i) A reciprical certificate may be issued upon receipt of a $10 application
fee and a s15 certificate fee and compliance with 18 AAC 74.050.

Authority: AS 46.30.030
46.30.080

18 AAC 74.900. DEFINITIONS. Unless the context indicates otherwise, in
this chapter

(1) "applicant" means a person seeking a certificate under this chapter;
(2) "approved" means approved by the department;

(3) "board" means the Water and Wastewater Works Advisory Board created
by AS 46.30.020;

(4) "certificate" means a certificate of competency, issued to an operator
by the department, stating that the operator has met the “requirements for the
specified level of the certification program;

(5) "department" means the Department of Environmental Conservation;
"on-site" means to be present at a system for an amount of time and

6
at int(er)vals acceptable to the department, based upon the complexity of the
treatment process, or means to be on-call within two hours travel time of
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hhet_classification of the system and who 1s designated to assume the operator's
uties;

(7) "operating experience" means the time spent at a system In satis-
factory performance of operation duties;

(8) “operator” means a person engaged In the on-slte operation of a
water supply or wastewater system; "operator" does not ordinarily mean an
official, such as the mt%.engmeer of publjc works superintendent, exer-
cising only general administrative supervision;

(9% "operator In %ralnlnr%‘f _m%ans a person receiving on-the-job trainin
under 't ewiu grvmon of a certifie oPerator or througS an organjzed tr |rH g
grog,ram, 0 desires to obtain a certificate and who IS, or can show probable
mployment as, an operator of a water or wastwater system;

5103 "responsible charge" means the on-slte active supervision of system
operations;

11) "service connection" means a pipe, with all Its parts, that connects
a wa&er)or sewer main wit %undlng pflur?]bﬁ)ng; P

(12) "system" means a water supply system or a wastewater system;

(13) "wastewater collection system" means pipelines or conduits, pumping
staﬁl_ons and force mains, and all “other related constructions, devices, and
appliances used to conduct wastewater to a wastewater treatment system;

14)  "wastewater sklstem" means the system of pipes, structyres, equipment,
and processes required 1q colle%, carry away, and treat domestic or [ndustrial
wastewater and dispose of the effluent;

1 (15) ‘“wastewater treatment system" means devices, structures, and equip-
%egfdﬂéﬁg.to treat, neutralize, s abﬂue, or gISpOSE of Wastewater and

15)  "waterdistribution system" means post treatment stora?e facilities,
conduits,  mains, lines, Fumplng stations, or other devicesused to cafry water
to the consumer, and Includes agroundwater supply treated only with chlorine;

(17)  "water supply system" means any source of water, intake works,
collection system treatment works, storage facility, or distribution system
from which water s ayailable for human consumption’ "water suPplg sy?tem
Includes systems providing water to more than one residence, or to a factory,
office bul dmr%;, reTtaurant, school, or similar facjlity, but does not include
a system serving only a single-family residence; and

(18) “water treatment system" means devices, structures, .and equipment
use? éo condition, purify, or refine water for hrpan,consum II#on ang does not
Include a 9roundwater su Bly treated only with chlorine.  (Eff. 8/21/78
Register 67, am 2/21/81, Régister 77, am 8/24/85, Register 95)

Authority:  AS 46.30
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RE: Attached bill on certification of water
and wastewater treatment system operators
Cur file: 377-174-85

Attached 1is a bill to rectify an error 1in 18 AAC
74.030 which has gone undetected since 1978. The bill was re—
guested by the Department of Environmental Conservation, prompt—
ed by legal advice from us.

The underlying statute, AS 46.30.070, waived the cer—
tification examination requirement for wastewater plant opera—
tors who were employed as operators on September 24, 1976. How-—
ever, when the implementing regulation was adopted 1in 1978, it
mistakenly prescribed the cutoff date as September 24, 1978. As
a result, numerous operators who were employed as such on Sep-—
tember 24, 1978 were 1issued certificates and have continued to
work on waiver without taking the required examination. In ad—
dition, many have worked under operator®s certificates 1issued
under the Alaska Water Management Association voluntary certi—
fication program, which the regulation mistakenly identified as
a valid substitute for a certification examination.

The Department of Environmental Conservation believes
that experienced operators who were employed as such on Septem—
ber 24, 1978 and operators who were certified under the Alaska
Water Management Association Voluntary Certification Program on
or before September 24, 1978 are fully qualified to serve as
operators and may continue to do so without the need to take the
certification examination that the Ilaw, 1in 1its current form,
requires. For this reason, and because so many of the operators
relied on the errors in 18 AAC 74.030, we recommend that those
individuals (numbering approximately 60) be grandfathered in and
be considered properly certified. The attached bill accomplish—
es this result and 1is supported by the Department of Environ-—
mental Conservation.
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A draft transmittal letter to the legislature 1is al
attached.

NCG: TMJ:rn

cc w/enc.: Hon. Bill Ross, Commissioner
Dept, of Environmental Conservation



Under the authority of art. 11l, sec. 18, of the Alaska
Constitution, | am transmitting a bill to rectify an old

error in the Alaska Administrative Code.

In 1978, the legislature passed AS 46.30.070, which ad-—
dresses the certification of operators of water and waste—
water treatment facilities. The statutory scheme required
certification by examination, but sec. 70 exempted from
the examination requirement those persons who were em—
ployed as operators on September 24, 1976. When 1imple—
menting regulations were adopted in 1978, what appears to
have been a typographical error identified the cutoff date
as September 24, 1978. See 18 AAC 74.030(1). The regula—
tion also erroneously provided for an examination waiver
for applicants holding certificates issued under the
Alaska Water Management Association voluntary certifica—
tion progranm. See 18 AAC 74.030(2). In reliance on these
errors, many operators did not take the required examina-—
tion. Today there are approximately 60 operators who are

so certified.

The attached bill will grandfather in those individuals
who, before January 1, 1985, applied for and received cer—
tification without examination, based upon employment as

operators on September 24, 1978 or a valid certificate

issued under the Alaska Water Management voluntary



certification progranm. You should note that this correc—
tive legislation will be uncodified and will not change
the existing law in AS 46.30.070; it only alleviates the
harm that would be done to operators who relied on the
errors in the Alaska Administrative Code while continuing
to require others who have not been so affected to comply
with the standard the legislature set down in 1976 1in AS
46.30.070. It is my recommendation that, after enactment,
the revisor of statutes arrange for the inclusion of this
uncodified law as a note in the published Alaska Statutes,

following AS 46.30.070.

The Department of Environmental Conservation fully sup—
ports this Dbill and believes that the grandfather rights
may be extended to the affected individuals with confi—
dence that there will be no threat to the safe and effi—
cient operation of water and wastewater treatment facil—
ities, since the affected individuals have competently
performed their duties 1in the past. I urge your prompt

action on this remedial legislation.

Sincerely,

Bill Sheffield
Governor
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Department of Environmental Conservation

Position on SB 194

In sections 2 & 3, SB 194 fixes a gap 1in the certification
program.

Cur goal in advancing it is to ensure that operators do not lose
their certifications as a result of drafting errors made in 1978.

The effect of the bill is to allow 60 operators who received
certification through a flawed procedure in 1978 to retain their
certifications.

The Department believes that the affected operators have
demonstrated that they are competent and that they should be
allowed to retain their certification.

The flawed certificates were issued through two means - a
grandfather clause and acceptance of voluntary certificates.

The original legislation establishing a mandatory certification
program passed as HB 407 in 1976. The bill allowed persons who
were already operating plants to be grandfathered into the State
Certification program. This provision was at AS 46.30.070.
Through a typographical error in regulations adopted under this
legislation, this "grandfather"” clause was extended longer than
was legal under the statute.

The statute intended operators to be grandfathered in until
September 1976; the regulations allowed operators to be
grandfathered in until September 1978. SB 194 would allow us to
treat certifications issued between those dates as valid. This
affects five people.

The second issue we want to address 1is voluntary certification.

Before the State mandatory program was adopted, the Alaska Water
Management Association conducted a voluntary program.

When the State program came on line, the regulations allowed
certificates issued under the voluntary program to be converted
to State certificates. Both programs were based on comparable
tests. The regulations were adopted in 1978 as 18 AAC 74.030(2).

This provision proved to have no statutory basis (despite the
fact that it probably was a pretty good.idea).

We can no longer treat the certificates i1 “ued under this
procedure as valid.
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We would like to be able to do so. This legislation would allow
it. This would affect 55 operators.

SB 194 was amended in Senate Resources to incorporate House Bill
450, introduced by Representatives Gruenbcrqg and Jenkins. It
addresses another aspect of the statute for the operator
certification program.

AS 46.30.060 currently provides that an operator who does not
work as an operator for one year loses his or her certification.

Certificates are normally issued for three years.
Many operators object to the one-year requirement.

The Committee substitute for SB 194 would repeal the requirement
in the statute.

The Department believes that other requirements of the operator
certification program ensure that operators®” remain current with
developments in their Tfield.

Consequently, we do not believe that the one-year requirement is
necessary for successful administration of the program.
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The Honorable Don Bennett
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Bennett:

Under the authority of art. 111, sec. 18, of the Alaska
Constitution, | am transmitting a bill to rectify an old
error in the Alaska Administrative Code.

9
In 1978, the legislature passed AS 46.30.070, which ad-°
dresses the certification of operators of water and waste—
water treatment facilities. The statutory scheme required
certification by examination, but sec. 70 exempted from
the examination requirement those persons who were em—
ployed as operators on September 24, 1976. When 1imple—
menting regulations were adopted in 1978, what appears to
have been a typographical error identified the cutoff date
as September 24, 1978. See 18 AAC 74.030(1). The regula—
tion also erroneously provided for an examination waiver
for applicants holding certificates issued under the
Alaska Water Management Association voluntary certifica—

tion program. See 18 AAC 74.030(2). In reliance on these
errors, many operators did not take the required examina-—
tion. Today there are approximately 60 operators who are

so certified.

The attached bill will grandfather 1in those individuals
who, before January 1, 1985, applied for and received cer—
tification without examination, based upon employment as
operators on September 24, 1978 or a valid certificate
issued under the Alaska Water Management voluntary certi—
fication program. You should note that this corrective
legislation will be wuncodified and will not change the
existing law in AS 46.30.070? it only alleviates the harm
that would be done to operators who relied on the errors
in the Alaska Administrative Code while continuing to
require others who have not been so affected to comply
with the standard the legislature set down in 1976 in
AS 46.30.070. It is my recommendation that, after enac—
tment, the revisor of statutes arrange for the inclusion



of this uncodified law as a note 1in the published Alaska
Statutes, following AS 46.30.070.

The Department of Environmental Conservation fully sup-—
ports this bill and believes that the grandfather rights
may be extended to the affected individuals with confi—
dence that there will be no threat to the safe and effi—
cient operation of water and wastewater treatment facil—
ities, since the affected 1individuals have competently
performed their duties 1in the past. I urge your prompt
action on this remedial legislation.

Sincerely,

Bill She. <field
Governor
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