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M a y  8 , 1935

P a l m e r  Hay F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  

L a n d  A c q u i s i t i o n  SB105

P r i v a t e  lands w i t h i n  the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S tate G a m e  R e f u g e  
c o u l d  be e x c h a n g e d  for s t a t e  l a nds in the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  
B o r o u g h  o r  p u r c h a s e d  w i t h  f u n d s  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  
s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to, the s t a t e ' s  w a t e r f o w l  
s t a m p  p r o g r a m ,  F e d e r a l  P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n  w i l d l i f e  aid 
p r o g r a m ,  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o u n d a t i o n s .
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IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOU RCES CO MMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 105 (Resources)

IN THE L E GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

FOURTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the Palmer H a y  Flats State Game

Refuge; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The legislature determines that wetlands important to the 

protec tion of waterfo wl and salmon in the Spring Creek area lie outside of

the boundaries of the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. The Spring Creek

area also provides one of the m a j o r  public access points to the h a y  flats

although the land is privately owned. The legislature therefore determines

that it is in the public interest to protect the Spring Cr eek wetla nds

through extension of the Palmer Hay Flats State Game R efu ge under this Act.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20.032(a) is a m e nded to read:

(a) The following state- o w n e d  land a n d  w a t e r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as 

the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge:

(1) Township 16 North, Range 1 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

Sections 1 - 1 2  [INCLUSIVE]

Section 13: Nl/2

Sections 1 4 - 1 8  [INCLUSIVE]

(2) Township 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 25 [: ALL]

Section 26: Sl/2, S1/2N1/2, N1/2NE1/4, NE1/4NW1/4

Section 27: Sl/2, SE1/4NE1/4

Section 31: Lot 4, SE1/4, E1/2SW1/4, SE1/4NE1/4,

S1/2SW1/4NE1/4 

Section 32: Sl/2, S1/2NE1/4, NE1/4NE1/4,

-I- HCS CSSB 1 0 5 (Res)



SE1/4NW1/4 

Sections 33 - 36 

[SECTION 33: ALL

SECTION 34: ALL

SECTION 35: ALL

SECTION 36: ALL]

(3) Tow nship 17 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 19: Lots 3 and 4, E1/2SW1/4, S1/2SE1/4

Section  22:

e x c l u d i n g  NW1/4NW1/4 

e x c l u d i n g  N l / 2 N E 1/4NW1/4 

e x c l u d i n g  N E1/4 NE1/4NE1/4 

S e c t i o n  25: L o t s  1 - 6, NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, Nl/2-

SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4 

S e c t i o n  26: SE1/4NE1/4, Sl/2

S e c t i o n  27: L o t  1, Nl/2, N1/2S1/2, SE1/4SW1/4,

S1/2SE1/4

S e cti on 28: Lots 1 - 2 ,  N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 , SW1/4SE1/4,

S1/2SW1/4

Section 30: Lots 1 - 4, El/2, E1/2W1/2

Section 31: Lots 1 - 1 0 ,  NE1/4NW1/4, SW1/4NE1/4,

N1/2NE1/4 [LOTS 5, 7, 8, 9, 10]

Section 32: Lots 3 - 7 ,  N E 1 / 4 , SW1/4SW1/4, NE1/4-

S E 1/4

Section 33: Lots 5 - 9 ,  S1/2SE1/4. SW1/4NW1/4,

including all state tide and s ubmerged land 

Section 34: Lots 1 - 3, E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4, El/2

Section 35: Lots 1 - 5 ,  NW1/4. N l / 2 S W l / 4 r SW1/4-

SW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, SW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4SE1/4



Section 36; Lots 1 - 10, SE1/4SW1/4, S1/2SE1/4, 

NE1/4SE1/4

(4) Township 16 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Sections 4 - 9

[SECTION 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: ALL]

Section 17: Nl/2 

Section 18: Nl/2

Al l  state tide and submerged land

(5) Townsh ip 16 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 2: Portion lying west of the A l a s k a

R a i l r o a d

Section 3: Lot 1, excluding portions lying east

of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  centerline, Lots, 2, 3,

4, 5, 6, NW1/4, NW1/4, NE1/4

Section 10: Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and portions

lying w e s t  of the A l a s k a  Railroad

Section 15: All state land lying n o r t h  of the

south b a n k  of the K n i k  River and w e s t  of the

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d

Section 16: All state land lying n o r t h  of the

south b a n k  of the K n i k  River

* Sec. 3. AS 16.20.032 is a m en ded by adding a n e w  subsection  to read:

(e) Notwit h s t a n d i n g  the provis ions of (a) of this section, the 

land des cribed in this s ubsecti on is excluded from the P a l m e r  Hay

Flats State Game Refuge establ i s h e d  under (a) of this section for the

establishment of a tr ansportatio n and u t i lity  corridor. L a n d  w i t h i n  

the transportation and u t ility corridor that is determin ed b y  the 

commissioner of transportati on and public facilities to be u n n e c e s s a r y  

for future transpo rtation or u t i l i t y  corridors beco mes a part of the

-3- HCS CSSB 1 0 5 (Res)



i Palmer H a y  Flats State Game Refuge. The commissio ner of transporta-

j!
2 li tion and public facilities is d i r e c t e d  to provide access to the Palmer

il

Hay Flats State Game Refuge during future devel opment of state
It

highways in the area. The land that is excluded from the P almer Hay 

5'! Flats State Game Ref-.ge unde r this subsec tion is des cribed as
j6ii Township 17 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

if

7;: Section 22: SE1/4NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, Sl/2-

8 1! NE1/4NE1/4, N W 1 / 4 NE1/4N E1/4 , NE1/4SW1/4, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

9 S Sections 27 and 34: a corridor 300 feet on either side

!0 of the existing h i g h w a y  centerline
•I

* Sec. 4. The commissioner of n a t u r a l  resources shall include land

!' ■ acquired from the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o ro ugh in the Palmer Hay Flats State 

13 Game Refu ge e stabl ished un der AS 16.20.032.

* Sec. 5. (a) The c o mmissi oner of n a tural resources m a y  exchange

state land located w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  b o rough for p r i v a t e l y  owned 

land determ i n e d  desirable for inclusion in the Palmer Hay Flats State Game 

Refuge. The commissioner of n a tu ral resources m a y  also offer to p u r chase 

at fair m a r k e t  v a l u e  f r o m  w i l l i n g  sellers p r i v ately own ed land determined  

desirable for in clusion in the P al mer Hay Flats State Game E.efuge.

(b) A n  offer m a d e  by the c o m m issioner of natural  resources under this

!4

15 H

16 j
J
13|!

jj

1 9  j!

201
ij

section for a purchase or exchange that remains u n a c c e p t e d  for two years

22 ii

J
2 4

after tender is withdrawn.

(c) A n  exchange or p urch a s e  autho r i z e d  u n d e r  (a) of this section 

shall be a c c o mplished under AS 38.05 or AS 38.50.

(d) The commi ssioner of n a tural resources shall include land acq uired 

u n d e r  this section in the P alme r H a y  Flats State Game Refuge established

21 u n d e r  AS 16.20.032.

* Sec. 6. The addition of land to the P a lm er Hay Flats State Game 

R efuge u n d e r  secs. 2 and 4 - 5 of this A c t  m a y  not be an occa sion for the 

HCS CSSB 1 0 5 (Res) -4-
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delay in or p r o h i b i t i o n  of the e xpan s i o n  or improvement of the Glenn 

Highway, the Parks Highway, or the W a s i l l a  Bypass, or the constr u c t i o n  of 

the interchange at the Parks and the Gle nn Highways, nor m a y  it restrict

l! !
the presen t or future use of land r e t a i n e d  by an owner of land under sec. 5 

3 of this Act.

* Sec. 7. This Act takes effect i m mediately in accordance  w i t h  AS 01.-
ii I
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Original sponsor: K e r ttu la
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IN THE SENATE BY THE R E S O U R C E S  COMMITTEE

H OUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 105 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the Palmer Hay Flats State Game

R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
»

* Section 1. The legislature determines that w e t l a n d s  important  to the 

p r o t e c t i o n  of w a t e r f o w l  and salmon in the Spring Creek area lie o u tsid e of

the b oundaries of the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. The Spring Creek

area also provides one of the m a j o r  p ublic access points to the h a y  flats 

although the land is o r i v ately owned. The legislature therefore determines 

that it is in the public  interest to p r otect the Spring C r e e k  w etlands

through ex tension of the Palmer H a y  Flats State Game Refuge u n d e r  this Act.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20.032(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The following s t a t e - o w n e d  land and w a t e r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as 

the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge:

(1) Townshi p 16 North, Range 1 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

Sections 1 - 1 2  inclusive 

Section  13: Nl/2 

Sections 14 - 18 inclusive

(2) Township 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward M e r‘?/‘. 'n

Section 25 

Section 26 

Section 27 

Section 31

A l l

Sl/2, S1/2N1/2, N1/2NE1/4, hr.l/4NWl/4 

Sl/2, SE1/4NE1/4

Lot 4, SE1/4, E1/2SW1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, 

S1/2SW 1/4NE1/4 

Section 32: Sl/2, S1/2NE1/4, NE1/4NE1/4,

- 1 - HCS CSSB 105(Res)
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S E U 4 N W V 4  

Section 33: All

Section 34: All

Section  35: All

Section 36: All

(3) T o w nship 17 North, Range 1 East, S e w ard M e r i d i a n

Section  19: Lots 3 and 4, E1/2SW1/4, S1/2SE1/4

Section 22:

excluding NW1/4NW1/4 

excluding N 1 / 2 N E1/4NW1/4 

excluding N E l / 4 N E 1 / 4 N E 1 /4 

Section 25: Lots 1 - 6, NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, Nl/2-

SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4 

Section 26: SE1/4NE1/4, Sl/2

Section 27: Lot 1, Nl/2, N1/2S1/2, SE1/4SW1/4,

S1/2SE1/4

Section 28: Lots 1 - 2 ,  N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 , SW1/4SE1/4,

SI/2SW1/4

S e c tion 30: Lots 1 - 4, El/2, E 1 / 2W1/2

Section  31: Lots 1 - 1 0 ,  NE1/4NW1/4, SW1/4NE1/4,

N1 / 2 NE1/4 [LOTS 5, 7, 8, 9, 10]

Section 32: Lots 3 - 7 ,  N E 1 / 4 , SW1/4SW1/4, NEl/4-

SE1/4

S e cti on 33: Lots 5 - 9 ,  S1/2SE1/4, SW1/4NW1/4,

including all state tide and s u b m erged land 

Se ction 34: Lots 1 - 3 ,  E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4, El/2

Section 35: Lots 1 - 5, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4-

SW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, SW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4SE 1/4

Section 36: Lots 1 - 10, SE1/4SW1/4, S1/2SE1/4,
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NE1/4SE1/4

(4) Towns h i p  16 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: All

Section  17: Nl/2 

Section 18: Nl/2

All state tide and submerged land

(5) T o w nship 16 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 2: P o r t i o n  lying west of the A l a s k a

R a i l r o a d

Section 3: Lot 1, excluding p o r tions lying east

of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  centerline, Lots, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6, NW1/4, NW1/4, NE1/4 

Section 10: Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and portions

lying w e s t  of the A laska R a i l r o a d  

Section 15: All state land lying n o r t h  of the

south b a n k  of the K n i k  R iver and w e s t  of the

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d

Section 16: All state land lying n o r t h  of the

south b a n k  of the Knik River

* Sec. 3. AS 16.20.032 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  su bsec t i o n  to read:

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the provi s i o n s  of (a) of this section, the 

land described in this s u b s e c t i o n  is excluded f r o m  the P a l m e r  Hay 

Flats State Game Refuge e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  (a) of this section for the 

estab l i s h m e n t  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and u t ilit y corridor. L a n d  w ith in 

the transportation and u t i l i t y  corridor that is d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

c o m mission er of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and public facilities to be unnece s s a r y  

for future t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or u t i l i t y  corridors b e c o m e s  a p a r t  of the 

P almer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. The c o mmi ssioner of t r a n s p o r t a­

tion and public facilities is d i r e c t e d  to provide access to the Palmer

- 3 -  HC.q CSSR 1 05 f Res }
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H ay Flats State Game R ef uge during  future de velopment of state 

h i g h w a y s  in the area. The land that is excluded from the P almer Hay 

Flats State Game Refuge under this s u b s e c t i o n  is desc ribed as 

T o w n s h i p  17 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 22: SE1/4NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, Sl/2-

NE1/4NE1/4, NW 1/4N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,  NE1/4SW1/4, W1/2SE 1/4 

Sections 27 and 34: a corrid or 300 feet on either side

of the e x i st ing h i g h w a y  centerline

* Sec. 4. The c o m mission er of n a t u r a l  resources(^shall/ include land 

acquir ed f r o m  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  in the Palmer Hay Flats State

Game Refuge e s t a b l i s h e d  under AS 16.20.032. Cl‘‘c W V -

* Sec. 5. (a) The c o mmi ssioner of n a t u r a l  resources {-ttity f-te sv tte ©■£

state land l o c ated w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  b o r o u g h  i«— exch ange for 

p r i v a t e l y  owned  land dete rmined desir able for inclusion in the P almer Hay 

Flats State Game Refuge. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of natura l resources m a y  also 

offer to p u r c h a s e  at fair m a r k e t  v a l u e  from w i l l i n g  sellers p r i v a t e l y  owned 

land dete rm i n e d  desi r a b l e  for inclusion in the Palmer Hay Flats State Game 

R e f u g e .

(b) An of fer m a d e  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a tural resources u n d e r  this 

section for a p u r c h a s e  or exchan ge that r e mains  unacce p t e d  for two years 

after tender is withdrawn.

(c) A n  e x c h a n g e  or purch ase a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  (a) of this section 

shall be a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 38.05 or AS 38.50.

(d) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  shall include land acquired 

u n d e r  this section  in the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge e s tablishe d 

under AS 16.20.032.

* Sec. 6. The a d d i t i o n  of land to the P alm er Hay Flats State Game 

Refuge u n d e r  secs. 2 and 4 - 5 of this A c t  m a y  not be an o c c asio n for the 

delay in or p r o h i b i t i o n  of the e x p a n s i o n  or improvement of the Glenn

HCS CSSB 105(Resl -4-
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Highway, the Parks Highway, or the W a s i l l a  Bypass, or the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

the i nterchange at the Parks and the Glen n Highways, n o r  m a y  it restrict 

the present or future use of land r e t a i n e d  b y  an owner of land u n d e r  sec. 5 

of this Act.

* Sec. 7. This Act takes effect i mmediately in accord a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.- 

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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3 b .. P r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  of  P a l m e r  

Ha y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e

F i g .  1 L a n d  o w n e r s

Russell

B o r o u g

C  a s s i  t y •L

B e n s o n K L H

F a r r a r  
P a j  n t e r s  ’

S3 105 Amen d m e n t  adooted A p r i l  25, 1965 by 
Senate Finance Committee. Shows' 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o r ri dor requested 
by DO T  to be w i t h d r a w n  S t a t e ,
from refuge designation. P>eninger^ 
Comprises about 365 acres.
Remaining private land 
totals 525 acres.

S a x o n ,  L t d

private 
w e t l  a n d s

P a l m e r

M a r t i n

t o

G a m e

t o  A n c h o r a g e  

3  3  m i l e s
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ABSTRACT

The Leg islature  i s  requested  to extend the Palmer Hay Flats  
State Game Refuge to take in  9 1 6  acres of wetlands along the Glenn
Highway by purchase from w i l l i n g  s e l l e r s ,

Parts of t h i s  open area near the junct ion  of the Parks  and Glenn 
Highway are scheduled for p r iv a t e  commercial development , Cu rren tly ,
S E V E R A L  L A N D  O W N E R S  A R E  C O N S I D E R I N G  F I L L I N G  T H E  M A R S H E S  F O R  A  T R U C K  
C A R G O  T R A N S F E R  Y A R D ,  A  R E T A I L  S T O R E  B U I L D I N G ,  A  G R A V E L  A I R S T R I P  A N D  
A  3 0 - A C R E  C A M P E R  P A R K ,  S U C H  U S E S ,  H O W E V E R ,  W O U L D  R E D U C E  F I S H  A N D  G A M E  
P O P U L A T I O N S  A N D  P U E L I C  A C C E S S  I N  A S  P R O D U C T I V E  A N  A R E A  A S  P A R T S  O F  T H E  
A D J A C E N T  S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U L E ,

T h e  W E T L A N D S  O F  T H E  P R O P O S E D  E X T E N S I O N  A R E  M O S T  V A L U A B L E  T O  T H E
people  of Anchorage and the Mat- Su Borough j u s t  as they a r e , The 
Creeks  throughout the area are major fry  rear ing  grounds for s i l v e r  
salmon , Ra b b i t  Slough near Wa s i l l a  Creek  gets up to 6 , 0 0 0  f i sherman - days
O F  U S E  P E R  Y E A R ,  H U N T E R S  G A I N  A C C E S S  T O  T H E  R E F U G E  A C R O S S  P R I V A T E
L A N D  T H E R E  A T  T H E  R A T E  O F  A B O U T  2 , 0 0 0  U S E R - D A Y S  P E R  Y E A R ,  S M A L L
G A M E  I S  H A R V E S T E D  B Y  H U N T E R S  A N D  T R A P P E R S ,  M O O S E  W I N T E R  A N D  C A L V E  I N  T H E  
A R E A ,  A N D  L A R G E  B I R D S  O F  P R E Y  A R E  C O M M O N  Y E A R  R O U N D ,

Va r io u s  groups have expressed  i n terest  in  kee p in g  the Hay Flats
OPEN FOR ESTABLISHED OUTDOOR USES. AMONG THEM ARE THE Ad HOC COM­
MITTEE for the Palmer Hay Fl a t s , Mat - S u Chapter of Ducks Un l i m i t e d ,
Mat- S u Chapter of Alaska  Fur Trappers  As s o c ia t i o n , Anchorage Audubon 
So c i e t y , and the Alaska  Center for the Env ironment , The Mat- S u 
Borough , Alaska  State Department of Natural Reso u r c es , and Department 
of F i s h  and Game have also  shown support  of state  ac q u i s t io n  of the
A R E A  F R O M  W I L L I N G  S E L L E R S ,  :

The minimum costs  of the extens ion  would equal $ 5 3 5 , 0 0 0  ( i . e .
1 9 8 4  assess ed  valuat ion )  plus  a p p r a is a l  fees  and staff  t i m e , Pr iva te  
owners in  the area hold 7 8 6  acres a ssess ed  at $ 4 7 0 , 3 0 0 ,  The Mat- S u 
Borough owns 1 3 0  acres '-alued  at $ 6 5 , 0 0 0 .  Many of the 1 3  pr iv a t e  
owners are in terested  i n  s e l l in g  or trad ing  t h e i r  la n d , Currently ,
N O  H O M E S  O R  B U S I N E S S E S  E X I S T  I N  T H E  P R O P O S E D  E X T E N S I O N ,



PROPOSED LEGISLATION

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  
R e f u g e  a l o n g  t h e  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  t o  t a k e  i n  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  9 1 6  a c r e s
O F  W E T L A N D S .

T h e  L E G I S L A T I O N  W O U L D  B E  I M P L E M E N T E D  B Y  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  M E A N S :

•  D i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Na t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o
O F F E R  F A I R  M A R K E T  V A L U E  T O  W I L L I N G  S E L L E R S  A M O N G  
T H I R T E E N  O W N E R S  O F  7 8 5  A C R E S ,  O F F E R S  U N A C C E P T E D  
T W O  Y E A R S  A F T E R  T H E Y  A R E  T E N D E R E D  W I L L  B E  W I T H D R A W N ,
( T a b l e s  1  a n d  2 )

•  D i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Na t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  o f f e r  
S t a t e  l a n d  i n  t r a d e  f o r  1 3 0  a c r e s  o w n e d  b y  t h e  
Ma t - S u  B o r o u g h , T r a d e s  w o u l d  b e  o n  a  d o l l a r - f o r -
D O L L A R  B A S I S  A N D  I N V O L V E  S T A T E  L A N D  W I T H I N  T H E
Ma t - S u  B o r o u g h ,

•  A p p r o p r i a t e  a t  l e a s t  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Na t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  p u r c h a s e s ,  a p p r a i s a l s ,  a n d  
s u r v e y s , P a r c e l s  s h o w n  i n  F i g . 1 ,

•  To p r o t e c t  r e s i d e n t s  o n  t h e  b l u f f  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e
A R E A ,  D I S C H A R G E  O F  F I R E A R M S  N O R T H  O F  T H E  R A I L R O A D  
T R A C K  I N  T H E  P R O P O S E D  E X T E N S I O N  W O U L D  B E  D I S A L L O W E D ,

•  T h e  a c q u i r e d  l a n d  w o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a s  p a r t  o f  T h E  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  
S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .  S e e  F i g . 2 .
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T A B L E  1 , LAND PARCELS  IN  P ROPOSED  GAME R E F U G E E X T E N S IO N
R 1 S T 1 7 N
PARCEL OWNER

Afptrc

ON HAY FLATS ON BLUFF ASSES!

22 A2 Stanley Pleninger 16 $ 8,100

22 A3 
22 A4

Lucille Martin 
c/o Bonnie McGee

20
38

7 90.000
19.000

22 B1 Jay Russell 100 8 54,000'

22 Cl Saxon Land Invest. 9 37,000

22 D1 Yvonne Cassity 151 75,500

27 A5 Painter's Local 34 17,000

27 A6 Ray Farrar 33.4 16,700

27 A 9 Don Lyon 3 1,400

27 A10 K L H , Inc. 65 33,000

27 All Don Benson 86 42,000

27 B1 Glen Cope Estc'.e 160 48,000

27 D2 
27 D3

Georgine Case 17.3
0.3

8,600
100

27 D4 
27 D5

Tom Price ! 2 . 
51

500
18,400

Subtotal 786 $470,300

22 C2 Mat-Su Borough 82
48

Subtotal 130 $65,000

TOTAL 916 ACRES $535,300

* Assessed value is land only: does not include SFD 
improvements on bluff portion of parcel

.



T A B L E  2 . P R O P E R T /  O W N E R S  I N  P R O P O S E D  E X T E N S I O N

N A M E  A N D  A D D R E S S  N O T E S  O N  P R O P E R T Y

D O N A L D  B E N S O N  H A S  P E R M I T  F O R  A I R S T R I P
P O  B O X  13 3 0  
P A L M E R  A K  99695

G E O R G I N E  C A S E  U N D E V E L O P E D
2 1 5 3  M A N T Z  S T R E E T  
A S H L A N D  K E N T U C K Y  9 1 1 0 1
Y V O N N E  C A S S  I T Y  
2 1 1  W E S T  C O O K  
A N C H O R A G E  A K  9 9 5 0 1
G L E N  C O P E  E S T A T E  
C / O  P O  B O X  582 
P A L M E R  A K  99695
R A Y  F A R R A R
2508 S T A N L E Y  D R I V E
A N C H O R A G E  A K  99502

W A S  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  D I S C U S S I N G  
L A N D  T R A D E  W I T H  B O R O U G H ;  
T A L K E D  T O  M S B  L A N D  M A N A G E R

I N  P R O B A T E ;  P U B L I C  A C C E S S  F O R  
8 , 0 0 0  A N N U A L  U S E R - D A Y S ;  O R A L  
E X P R E S S I O N  O F  T R A D E  I N T E R E S T  
B Y  H E I R S

' I L L E G A L  F I L L  F O R  D E F U N C T  
S U B D I V I S I O N

K L H ,  I N C .
P O  B O X  858 
P A L M E R  A K  99695

U N D E V E L O P E D

D O N  L Y O N
P O  B O X  1 5 2 5
E A G L E  R I V E R  A K  99577
L U C I L L E  M A R T I N  
C / O  B O N N I E  M C G E E  
9 8 1 2  S U N D I  D R I V E  
A N C H O R A G E  A K  99502

N E A R  H I G H W A Y  P U L L ' O U T ;  O R A L  
E X P R E S S I O N  O F  I N T E R E S T  I N  
B O R O U G H  T R A D E

S W A M P  A N D  C R E E K  A T  J U N C T I O N  O F  
P A R K S  A N D  G L E N N  H I G H W A Y .  P U R C H A S E  
W O U L D  R E Q U I R E  L O T  S P L I T

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  
B O X  B
P A L M E R  A K  99695
p a i n t e r ' s  L O C A L
1 8 1 8  W .  N O R T H E R N  L I G H T S
A N C H O R A G E  A K  99503
S T A N L E Y  P L E N I N G E R  
9 1 5 9  H O O D  S T R E E T  
A N C H O R A G E  A K  99503

U N D E V E L O P E D ;  R O A D  A N D  
R A I L R O A D  F R O N T A G E

U N D E V E L O P E D

P O S S I B L E  T R U C K  Y A R D  O N  S P R I N G  
C R E E K  A T  H I G H W A Y



N A M E  A N D  A D D R E S S N O T E S  O N  P R O P E R T Y

T O M  P R I C E
s r a  3 7 5 - c
A N C H O R A G E  A K

J A Y  R U S S E L L
B O X  8 7 0 7 9 2
W A S  I L L A  A K  9 9 6 8 7

S A X O N  L A N D  I N V E S T M E N T S ,  L T D .  
1 0 6  S O U T H  M E N T O R  
P A S A D E N A  C A L I F  9 1 1 0 6

A P P L I E D  T O  A R M Y  C O R P S  E N G I N E E R S  
T O  F I L L  F O R  3 0 - A C R E  C A M P E R  
P A R K ;  C O N T A C T E D  B O R O U G H  A B O U T  
I N T E R E S T  I N  L A N D  T R A D E

N O R T H E R N  C O R N E R  O F  P A R C E L  O N  
B L U F F  C O N T A I N S  R E S I D E N C E ;
M O S T  O F  P A R C E L  I S  O N  S P R I N G  C R , ;  
P U R C H A S E  W O U L D  R E Q U I R E  L O T  S P L I T

P L A N  T O  F I L L  S E V E R A L  " N O N - W E T L A N D S "  
A C R E S  N E A R  H I G H W A Y  F O R  R E T A I L  
B L D G S



BACKGROUND INFORMATION

H i s t o r y  of. Pr o t e c t i o n

1 9 6 7  B o r o u g h  z o n e s  m o s t  of P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  a s  " r e c r e a t i o n a l . "

1 9 7 4  B o r o u g h  d e n i e s  C h u g a c h  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
l i n e  a c r o s s  F l a t s  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  l i n e .

1 9 7 5  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  c r e a t e d  o n  2 6  s q u a r e  
m i l e s  o f  S t a t e  l a n d  ( F i g . 2 )

1 9 8 3  P u b l i c i t y  b e g i n s  o v e r  p l a n s  t o  f i l l  i n  p r i v a t e  w e t l a n d s .

1 9 8 4

J a n u a r y  B o r o u g h  n o m i n a t e s  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  a s  
" A r e a  Me r i t i n g  S p e c i a l  A t t e n t i o n " u n d e r  
n e w  C c a s t a l  Z o n e  Ma n a g e m e n t  P l a n ,

Ma r c h  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  r e f u s e s  t o  z o n e  m o r e  
p r i v a t e  l a n d  o n  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  t o  h a l t  
c o m m e r c i a l  u s e s ,

A p r i l  B o r o u g h  o f f e r s  t o  t r a d e  f o r  l a n d  o n  H a y  
F l a t s , Mo s t  o w n e r s  e x p r e s s  i n t e r e s t  a t
M E E T I N G ,

A p r i l  E i g h t  o w n e r s  o f  l a n d  o n  H a y  F l a t s  i n q u i r e  
t o  w i t h  B o r o u g h  a e o u t  t r a d e s  ( T a b l e  3 ) ;

Se p t , no trades completed .

J u l y  R e x  T u r n e r  w i t h d r a w s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f l o a t
P L A N E  B A S i N  O N  H A Y  F L A T S  I N  F A C E  O F  O P P O S I T I O N
in Borough ,

S e p t , 1 4  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  s u g g e s t s  S t a t e  a c q u i r e  
" p r i o r i t y "  w e t l a n d s  f r o m  w i l l i n g  s e l l e r s  
d u r i n g  m e e t i n g  w i t h  c i t i z e n s  g r o u p ,

S e p t ,  1 7  DNR s t a f f  s u p p o r t s  p u b l i c  a c q u i s i t i o n  f r o m
W I L L I N G  S' . L E R S ,

S e p t . 1 8  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  w i t h d r a w s  o f f e r  t o  t r a d e ,
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T A B LE  3 ,  OWNERS I N Q U I R I N G  WITH MAT-SU BOROUGH ABOUT 
LAND EXCHANGES ON PALMER HAY FL A T S

Terry  Beal  for F ,  Beal

J erry  Erown

Yvonne Ca s s i t y

Don McGee for L .  Mart in

Tom Pr ic e

Karen Rousey

Carol Straun

Janet Stout
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VALUE OF PROPOSED EXTENSION TO PUBLIC 
T h e  p r i v a t e  w e t l a n d s  n e a r  S p r i n g  C r e e k  a n d  R a b b i t  S l o u g h  a r e

P R O D U C T I V E  I N  F I S H  A N D  G A M E ,  A N D  S U S T A I N  H I G H  L E V E L S  O F  U S E S  I N C O M P A T ­
I B L E  W I T H  C O M M E R C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T ,

H u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g

R a b b i t  S l o u g h  g e t s  u p  t o  6 , 0 0 0  f i s h e r m a n - d a y s  p e r  y e a r  ( F i g , 3 ,  
T a e l e  3 ) ,  M o s t  o f  t h i s  u s e  i s  a n g l e r s  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  V a l l e y  
f i s h i n g  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d  f o r  s i l v e r  s a l m o n  a n d  D o l l y  
V a r d e n  t r o u t  (ADF&G A n n u a l  R e p o r t ,  1977-1983),  In a d d i t i o n ,  R a b b i t  
S l o u g h  i s  a n  a c c e s s  r o u t e  t o  t h e  g a m e  r e f u g e  f o r  d u c k  h u n t e r s  a t  t h e  
r a t e  o f  a b o u t  2 , 0 0 0  u s e r - d a y s  p e r  y e a r  ( J a c k  D i d r i c k s o n ,  P a l m e r  
A r e a  G a m e  B i o l o g i s t ,  ADFSG, p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) ,

T h e  p r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  a n d  a d j a c e n t  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  
p r o d u c t i v e  s m a l l  g a m e  h a b i t a t , Wh e n  s n o w s h o e  h a r e s  a r e  a b u n d a n t ,
AS I N  1983 A N D  1984/ T H E  A R E A  I S  I N T E N S I V E L Y  H U N T E D  ( P E R S O N A L  O B ­
S E R V A T I O N ) ,  M o r e o v e r ,  s o m e  5 0  p e o p l e  t r a p  f u r e e a r e r s  o n  t h e  P a l m e r  
H a y  F l a t s  ( J i m  R i e s e ,  P r e s , ,  M a t - S u  C h a p t e r ,  A l a s k a  F u r  T r a p p e r s  
A s s o c , ) .  Am u n k n o w n  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  t r a p  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r o ­
p o s e d  G A M E  R E F U G E  E X T E N S I O N ,  M O S T  O F  T H E M  A R E  T R E S P A S S I N G .

S a l m o n  r e a r i n g

S p r i n g  C r e e k  a n d  R a b b i t  S l o u g h  a r e  m a j o r  r e a r i n g  a r e a s  f o r
S I L V E R  S A L M O N  F R Y ,  T R A P P I N G  D A T A  I N D I C A T E  L A R G E  N U M B E R S  
O F  Y O U N G  S L A M O N  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  P R O P O S E D  E X T E N S I O N  ( T A E L E  A  A N D  U N ­
P U B L I S H E D  d a t a  ADF&G, P a l m e r ) ,  S o m e  e g g s  a r e  s p a w n e d  t h e r e ,  b u t  m o s t
FRY PROBABLY MIGRATE TO THE AREA FROM WASILLA C.REEK AND THE MATANUSKA
R i v e r  ( L a r r y  E n g e l s ,  P a l m e r  A r e a  F i s h e r i e s  B i o l o g i s t ,  p e r s o n a l  c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n ) ,  F r e s h w a t e r  s l c u g h s  a n d  m a r s h e s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  s i l v e r  
s a l m o n  p o p u l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i s h  s p e n d  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e i r  l i v e s
I N  S U C H  H A B I T A T ,

A e s t h e t i c s

N o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  p u b l i c  u s e  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  o n  t h e s e  p r i v a t e
W E T L A N D S  N O R T H  O F  T H E  R E F U G E ,  S E V E R A L  D O Z E N  B I R D  W A T C H E R S  F R E Q U E N T
t h e  S p r i n g  C r e e k  a r e a  a n n u a l l y  ( T h e d e  T o b i s h ,  P r e s , ,  A n c h o r a g e  
A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y ,  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) ,  L a r g e  h a w k s  a n d  o w l s  a r e  
c o m m o n  t h e r e  y e a r  r o u n d ,  a n d  w a t e r b i r d s  a r e  n u m e r o u s  d u r i n g  m i g r a t i o n ,

T r a v e l e r s  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a r e a ' s  o p e n  s p a c e  a s  w e l l ;  On a n  
a v e r a g e  d a y ,  1 0 , 0 0 0  v e h i c l e s  c r o s s  t h e  P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  o n  t h e  G l e n n  
H i g h w a y , No h o m e s  o r  b u s i n e s s e s  e x i s t  o n  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a n d  t h e  
a r e a  i s  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  g a m e  r e f u g e , A s  t w o  m e m ­
b e r s  o f  t h e  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  n o t e d ,  t h e  H a y  F l a t s  i s  t h e  " g a t e w a y  t o
THE MATANUSKA VALLEY" AND THE LAST REMAINING BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN THE
V a l l e y  a n d  A n c h o r a g e .
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T A B L E  A, F I S H I N G  ON R A B B IT  S LO U G H  (A DF&G  ANNUAL R E P O R T S )

1977 1978
FISHING-DAYS 2805 3446

NO. SILVER SALMON 472 2112

NO. DOLLY VARDEM 328 325

1979 1980 1981  1982 1983
4024 5726 4019 6261 3239

1 2 1 1  3555 814 1624 345

364 189 690 1289 1290



PLANS TO F I L L  VETLANDS

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  f o u r  l a n d  o w n e r s  e x p r e s s e d
P L A N S  T O  F I L L  I N  A R E A S  A L O N G  T H E  G L E N N  H I G H W A Y  O N  T H E
P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s . S e e  F i g . 4 ,

T h o m a s  P r i c e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  U .  S ,  A r m y  
C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  t o  f i l l  i n  3 0  a c r e s  o f  w e t l a n d s  a l o n g  
R a b b i t  S l o u g h  f o r  a  c a m p e r  p a r k .

D o n a l d  E e n s o n  o f  P a l m e r  h a s  a n  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s
P E R M I T  T O  C O N S T R U C T  A  H A L F - M I L E  L O N G  G R A V E L  A I R S T R I P  
E X T E N D I N G  W E S T W A R D  F R O M  T H E  G l E N N  H I G H W A Y .  T h e  F I L L  W O U L D  
S U P P O R T  S H O P  B U I L D I N G S  A N D  A  P A R K I N G  L O T  N E A R  T H E  H I G H W A Y .

S a x o n  U n d  I n v e s t m e n t s ,  L t d . ,  a  h o l d i n g  c o m p a n y  a s s o c ­
i a t e d  w i t h  T u r n e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o . o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  h a s  

p u b l i c i z e d  p l a n s  t o  f i l l  p a r t s  o f  a  n i n e - a c r e  p a r c e l  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y  f o r  r e t a i l  b u i l d i n g . T h e  A r m y  
C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  e a r l i e r  d e n i e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  f i l l  i n
T H E  W E T L A N D S  P O R T I O N  O F  T H I S  S I T E .

T h e  Ma t - S u  B o r o u g h  p l a n n i n g  s t a f f  s a y s  i t  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d
R E G A R D I N G  T H E  P R O P E R T Y  O F  S T A N L E Y  P l E N I N G E R  O N  S P R I N G  C R E E K ,  
A n  a g e n t  w a s  I N V E S T I G A T I N G  t h e  F E A S I B I L I T Y  o f  A  C A R G O  
T R A N S F E R  Y A R D  T H E R E .  No A P P L I C A T I O N S  F O R  W E T L A N D S  F I L L  H A V E  
B E E N  S U B M I T T E D  S O  F A R ,  H O W E V E R ,



P r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  of  P a l m e r

Hay F la t s  S ta t e  Game Re f uge

F i g . i  L a n d  o w n e r s

t o  A n c h o r a g e  
3  3  m i I e 3

- • • ' ' * • Y"-
• ,yS'T6'
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P r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  of  P a l m e r

Hay F la t s  S ta t e  Game Re f uge
L I  v e - t r a p p i n g  d a t a  f r o m  s t r e a m s  

F i g . 3 S i l v e r  s a l m o n  f r y . s s ,

t o  A n c h o r a g e  
3  3 m i l e s



P r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  of  P a l m e r

Hay F la t s  S ta t e  Game Re f uge

F i g .  4  F i l l  p r o  p o s a I  s

t r u c k  y a r d

r e t a  i | / to Palmei



I' IATANUSKA-S US ITMA BOROUGH

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 85-

A  RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SUPPORTING 
THE EXTENSION OF THE PALMER HAY FLATS STATE GAME REFUGE AND THE 
INCLUSION WITHIN TIE EXTENSION OF APPROXH LATELY 130 ACRES OF BOROUGH 
LAND ________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Palmer Hay Flats is the gateway to the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Hay Flats is currently the heme of many species of 

wildlife and is important to the fishery resources; and

WHEREAS, most of the land proposed for the extension of the Palmer 

Hay Flats Game Refuge is wet and unsuitable for development; and

WHEREAS, this area receives intense recreational use throughout the 

year; and

WHEREAS, the State is in the process of trying to obtain funds to 

buy private property adjacent to the Flats in order to extend the 

refuge; and

WHEFEAS, the Assembly supports the extension of the refuge to 

ensure the open natural character of the land will remain as the gateway 

: to the Borough.

NCW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that if the State can obtain funds 

to buy private properties to extend the Palmer Hay Flats Game Refuge,

• the Eorcugh will include, under State management, the 130 acres that



have been selected and conveyed to the Borough lying adjacent to the 

Palmar Hay Flats Game Refuge.

ATTEST:

a f m  I'lrtfr-U y■ . i. n  i i !
Chris Seagraves, Clerk / •
•/ „  j  L

i.* * : / ' { /  / V  ,
Dorothy Jones//
Deputy Mayor ̂  

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

Gary Thurlqb, Manager
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M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  p £ B  Q 

BILL A N A L Y S I S

Bill No. SB 105______________________ Sponsor Kerttu1a

Borough Position---- SuPP0>^— :—  Borough Contact Person Rob Stickles

Fiscal Impact O n  Borough 

Operating___________________________

1 ) Y e s  . L.X I N o

Capital_________

P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s :

NOME

Similar Bills------------   Conflicting Bills 'jone

^  • +• i o ^  ADFRR _  . _ .A. Unknown
Organizational S u p p o r t   ----------  Organizational Opposition_________

Local Groins

• C o m m e n t s :

The Assembly nassed a resolution that will allow for the donation of 115 acres 
of Borounh land to the exnanded Dalmer Hav Flats State Game Refune if this 
leaislation nasses. Copy of resolution attached.
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PALMER HAY FLATS STATE GAME REFUGE
AS 16.20.032 (a) The following state-owned lands and waters are established as the Palmer 
Hay Flats State Game Refuge:

(1) Township 16 North, Range 1 West, Seward M eridian 
Section 1 —  12 inclusive
Section 13: N 14>
Section 14 —  18 inclusive

(2) Township 17 North, Range 1 West, Seward M erid ian 
Section 25: All
Section 26: S 1/ 2, S 1/ 2 N 1/ 2, N 1/ 2 
NE 'A, NE 1/4 NW Vi 
Section 27: S V2, SE 1/4 NE 1/4 
Section 31: Lot 4, SE 'A E 1/ 2 SW 14,
SE 1/4 , NE 1/4 , S 1/2 SW % NE 1/4
Section 32: S 1/ 2, S 1/ 2 NE 'A NE 14
NE 14, SE 1/4 NW 14
Section 33: All
Section 34: All
Section 35: All
Section 36: All state tide and submerged lands

(3) Township 17 North, Range 1 East, Seward Meridian 
Section 28: N 1/ 2 SE 1/4
Section 31: Lots 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 
Section 32: NE V4
Section 33: SW 14 NW 14, including all state tide  and submerged lands

(4) Township 16 North, Range 1 East, Seward Meridian 
Section 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: All
Section 17: N 1/ 2 
Section 18: N 1/ 2
All state tide and submerged lands

(b) Selections under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (PL 92-203, 85 Stat. 688) are 
recognized as valid prior claims to the land within the area described in (a) of this section. Land 
specified in (a) of this section may not include land patented to a Native corporation under that 
Act.

(c) Land selected by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in Township 17, North Range 1 East S.M. 
shall be.included in the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge, subject to borough approval.. If 
the borough relinquishes the selection oMhese lands, the selected lands become part of the 
Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge.

(d) The state may not acquire by eminent domain privately-owned land within state-owned lands 
specified in (c) of this section for inclusion iri the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. The 
Department of Natural Resources may adopt, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure 
Act (AS 44.62), zoning regulations governing privately-owned land within the Palmer Hay Flats 
State Game Refuge.



Senator John C. Sackett 
Co-chairman Finance Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 59811

Dear Senator Sackett:

It is with a deep sense of urgency that I request your full support for
passage of Senate Bill No. 105, introduced by Senator Kerttula.

I have lived in the Matanuska Valley for seven years and have grown to 
deeply appreciate the many values associated with the Palmer Hay Flats
area. As a daily commuter to Anchorage, the "flats" provides an oasis of
aesthetic quality in what otherwise has become a 45 mile strip
development. Coincidentally, it is the safest part of the trip due to
the lack of development. Any development along this single lane strc-tch 
of the Glenn Highway would create a horrendous safety hazard.

As a consumptive user of the fish and wildlife resources of this great
state, 1 have become intimately familiar with those resources in the 
"flats" area. 1 have also seen the number of other users increase 
tremendously the past few years. Not only hunters, fishermen and 
trappers, but general recreationists as well. A great number of these 
users are Anchorage residents and non-residents. As you are well aware, 
the degree of access is a key factor to recreational use in any area.
The location of the "flats" is ideal for serving well over 50% of the 
recreational users in the state. I, as well as others, especially enjoy 
the area as a place to share these experiences with our children without 
making a major expedition. It is also an ideal educational area and is 
used as such by local educators. Concurrent, with the rapid development 
in the valley, 1 have seen fish and wildlife resource habitats dwindle, 
thereby enhancing the importance of remaining areas, such as the Palmer 
Hay Flats.

As a business owner in Palmer, I have enjoyed watching the valley grow 
and have shared in some of the associated benefits. I have also 
experienced a growing concern that we are destroying many of the 
qualities which make the valley so attractive. This is due to a large 
extent by our failure to recognize these qualities and place them in a 
proper perspective, equal to strictly economic interests.



, Iri vic-w of declining state revern.es, the relatively small cost associated 
with protecting a natural resource of this importance and magnitude is a 
bargain that should not be ignored.

Your support for this bill will help assure preservation of this 
beautiful natural area for the enjoyment of untold numbers of future^
A 1  s r t / ^ n r

cc: all Finance Committee members



9151 Skywood Lane 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801 
F e b r uary 26, 1985

The H o n o rable Arliss Sturgulewski, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska Leg is l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  98811

Re: SE 105: Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:
/"

T h e  L e a g u e  of W o m e n  V o t e r s  o f  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s . in 
principle, SB 105, which w o u l d  expand the Palmer Hay Flats State 
G a m e  R e f u g e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  c e r t a i n  i m p o r t a n t  w e t l a n d s .  T h e  
League has always considered the p r o t e c t i o n  of important wetland 
habitats as a hig h p r i ority matter, and has supported the setting 
a s i d e  for f u t u r e  p u b l i c  u s e  s u c h  a r e a s  as S t a t e  f o r e s t s  a n d  
m a r i n e  p a r k s  in A l a s k a .  W e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  
established the Kenai River Man age m e n t  Area.

We  a r e  in a q u a n d a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  the l a r g e  
fiscal note connected wich the need to p u r cha se private lands to 
i m p l e m e n t  S B  105. T h i s  is o f  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  in a t i m e  of 
declining State revenues and compering h e a l t h  related demands 
such as asbestos removal from schools. If, because of b u d g e t a r y  
c o n s t r a i n t s ,  w e  h a d  to c h o o s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e s e  
wetlands and the removal of any existing asbestos hazards from 
schools, w e  w o u l d  choose the asbestos removal. This is 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  o n e  o f  the a m p l i f i c a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  
League's ne w "capital budget process" position, w h i c h  states that 
life, health, safety and educational needs should, take p r i o r i t y  
over other less b a s i c  needs.

Perhaps another financing m e c h a n i s m  (such as inclusion 
of the p r o j e c t  cost in a State bond issue) should be explored, 
possibly by y o u r  committee jointly w i t h  the Finan ce Committee.

If a w a y  can be found to acquire the wetlands n ecessary 
to expand the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge in a ccordance 
with SB 105, w i t h o u t  adversely impacting h i g h  p r i ority h e a l t h  and 
education rel ated needs, we w o u l d  like to see it happen.



The Hon orable Arliss Sturgulewski, Chairman 
February 26, 1985 
Page Two

DEC 
c c :

T hank you for consi d e r i n g  our views.

Sincerely,

/C_

E l i z abeth Cuadra, Board M ember 
(Natural Resources Portfolio)

: sd
C o m m ittee Members (Fahrenkamp, Eliason, Zharoff, Halford, 
Coghill and V. Fischer)
Sponsor  (Kerttula)



COOK INLET 
AQ UACULTURE ASSOCIATION

P.O. B O X  3819 

S O L D O T N A .  A K  99669-3819 

(907) 262-9419

April 5, 1985

Senator Paul /Fischer 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator scher:

S orry to have missed you during my recent visit .n Juneau. I 
will be sure to meet with you on my next t r i p  so. that we can
discuss ways to advance the Paint River p r o j e c t J Because the
Paint River project will g e n erate two m i l l i o n  dollars worth of 
raw salmon a n n u a l l y  plus an a d d i t i o n a l  two /million dollars 
through value added by p r o c e s s i n g  it is important that, somehow, 
we find the $4.4 m i l l i on required to i m p l e m e n t A h e  project.

S e n ator^-K erttula asked\ me to be sure t o / i n f o r m  you of C I A A 1 s 
■suppose for his SB 105 y/hich a llows  f^r'Ahe extension cl: the
P a l m e F  ilay Flats State Game f u g e * ^ ^ B e c a u s e  we operate the
n e a r b y V R k l u t n a  Salmon H a t c h e r y ^ w e n a v e ,  over the years become 
very famiTldrajL with the-Le^-rs^inq refuge as well as the area 
proposed for inclusion.

The State Game Refuge is an area of very low lying m a r s hland set 
aside for fish and wil dlife p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  h u n t i n g  a n d  fishing 
activities. A c c ess to m u c h  of the R e f u g e  is across some of the 
p r i v a t e l y  owned lands which, hopefully, will be added to the 
refuge as a result of SB 105. These lands are currently 
aband o n e d  but, at any time, could be reoccu p i e d  by their owners. 
It is unlikely that an owner attemp t i n g  to live or run a business 
on the site would, for long, tolerate the number of people 
currently utilizing the premises as a driveway and a parking lot. 
The extension is essential to '’leagalize" p ubli c access to much 
of the Refuge.

The sloughs and m a rshes throughout the area are excellent rearing 
or "nursery" areas  for coho salmon fry. Large numbers of fry can 
be found throughout the area. Any d e v e l o p m e n t  of the area would 
require dredging, filling, diking and/or draining activities, all 
of which are expensive and all of which destroy the fitness of 
the area to produc e young salmon.

SALMON ENHANCEMENT TODAY MEANS BETTER SALMON FISHING TOMORROW



A p r i l  5, 1985 
Senator Fischer 
Page 2

It seems to me that it is good public p o l i c y  to preserve for fish 
p r o d u c t i o n  those lowland areas best su ited for fish production. 
It is also good public policy to insure that d evelopment 
a c t i v i t i e s  occur on higher ground; those a r e a s  best suited for 
devel o p m e n t  activities. The inclusion of additi o n a l  lowland 
areas into the Palmer Hay Flats State Game R efuge keeps each type 
of a c t i v i t y  c o n f i n e d  to the area w h i c h  best suits it.

Sincerely,

T homas E. Mears, 
Executive Director

cc: Sen. Kerttula
Bob Hunter, President, Alaska S p o r t f i s h i n g  Association
Keith Goltz, Alaska Flyfishers
Steve Braund, Northern District S e t n e t t e r s



February 20, T985

Re: SB 105, Palmer Hay Flats

Dear Senator Sackett:

As a resident of the Mat-Su Valley, I would like to express my support for 
Senate Bill 105 to extend the Palmer Hayflats State Game Refuge. A number 
of concerned citizens are troubled about a series of proposed developments 
in the wetlands and salmon streams on the Hayflats along the Glenn Highway. 
There is a strong sentiment that it is the responsibility of the State of 
Alaska to protect these resources for all Alaskans. The most permanent form 
of protection is to place these lands in the public domain. Incorporation 
of these lands into the Palmer Hayflats Game Refuge is the most expedient 
and logical manner in which to accomplish this.

Recently the Mat-Su Assembly passed a unanimous Resolution to add 130 acres 
of Borough land if the State would purchase 786 acres of private land from 
willing sellers. I have followed events in the Hayflats over the past 
several years and have come to realize that Local, State and Federal 
agencies have consistently recommended that development in this area not be 
permitted. It appears that private property owners would be more than 
willing to sell their land to the State, as the land is unsuitable to ^_i1d 
on and permits are difficult, if not impossible, to obtain.

i
I would like to inform you that Spring Creek, a salmon stream which flows 
through these lands, provides some of the best silver salmon habitat in the 
Valley. The stream provides "nursery grounds" for large numbers of juvenile 
silver salmon. The dollar value of this stream to sport and commercial 
fishermen may very likely exceed the dollar cost of purchasing these lands. 
The Mat-Su Borough is so intent on protecting this area that it has a
program to swap uplands for v/etlands. All of this leads me to conclude that
the public wants this area maintained in its present natural condition. The
passage of SB 105 is obviously in the Public Interest.



I would like to be kept advised of the progress of SB 105 and would like to 
receive copies of the minutes of the discussions that take place when this 
bill reaches the Finance Committee.

Sincerely

David L. Ferrell V 
SRA 6105

Palmer, AK 99645 
(745-6575)

cc: Faiks
Halford 

Kerttula 
Ferguson 
P. Fisclr 
El iason 

DeVries 
Larson 
Hurley 

Bronson

l _



549 E. Caribou 
Palmer, A K  99645 
17 Februar y 1985

Senator J o h n  Sackett 
Chairman, Finance Committee 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senato r Sackett:

I u n d e r s t a n d  that SB105 relating to the Palmer Hatflats has 
been r e f er red to the F i nance  Committee. K i n d l y  register my 
v oice iS^f^vor of that b i l l .

This P a l m e r  Hayflats issue is one that h ardl y could have been 
foreseen in the years before the p o p u l a t i o n  b o o m  in the Mata- 
n u s k a  Valley. The b o o m  has r e s u l t e d  in great numbers of Anch- 
o r a g e - V a l l e y  commuters traversing the Hayflats daily. This 
commuter traffic is a powerful incentive to locate businesses 
along the route, irresp ective that the rich area's extensive 
b o t t o m l a n d  is a l arge--and in some cases last --refuge for m a n y  
local furred, feathered, and finned creatures. While I belie ve 
most local residents w i s h  to keep the area as SB105 w o u l d  allow 
us to do, the pressures from the few landowners along the route 
to have their day at the bank are v e r y  great, and compe nsation 
is p r o b a b l y  the only practi cal solution.

M u c h  can and is being done locally to protect this rich and 
popular r e c r e a t i o n a l  area, but this is one of those issues 
w h e r e b y  State assis t a n c e  is n e e d e d  for a p r o b l e m  w h i c h  t r a n s­
cends local causation, local usuage, and local value. Please 
consider this Senate bill as a corre c t i v e  to ke ep a little of 
the A l a s k a  that pleases so m u c h  of the population, and therefore 
legisl a t i o n  of greater v a l i dity than creature comforts and 
profitability.

S i n c erely yjour~s.,

c c :
S e n a t o r s : 

Faiks \H a l f o r d
Kerttul a
Ferguson
F i s cher
E l iason



<_£ebruary 18, 1985 
SR-A-6145
Palmer, Alaska, 99645

Co-c.hairperson Faiks 
Finance Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska, 99811

Ms. Faiks,

We are writing this letter in support of Senate Bill 105, 
proposing procurement of 910 acres to extend the existing 
Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge.

The wetlands of the proposed extention are most v a l uable to 
the people of Anchorage and the M atanuska-Susitna B o r o u g h  just 
as they are. We feel the highest and best use of this w e t­
lands area is as a refuge and reproductive area for silver 
salmon, moose, and waterfowl. Hunting and fishing for these 
species is high in season, as is year-round recre a t i o n  use, 
since the area is close and readily accessible to the populations 
of Anchorage and the Matanuska Valley.

These wetlands provide high scenic value as well. Travelers 
along the Glenn Highway appreciate this natural b uffer between 
the two population areas.

We urge you to vote in favor of Senate Bill 105 to help 
insure these values are preserved.

Sincerely,

Beth and Bob Estelle

cc: Finance Resources
Sturgulewski
F ahrenkamp

DeVries
Sackett
Halford
Kerttula
F erguson

Eliason 
Zharoff 
Halford 
Coghill

P. Fischer 
Eliason

V. F i s c h e r



F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 1 9 0 5

S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i k s  
C o - c h a i r ,  S e n a t e

F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, AK 99811

I s u n o r t  th i s  b i 11. I h a v e  u s e d  the S p r i n g  C r e e k  area and 
H a y  F l a t s  for o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  for r e c r e a t i o n  and h o p e  to 
c o n t i n u e .  U p  to t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  has b e e n  v e r y  l i t t l e  
p r e s s u r e  to d e v e l o p  t h i s  g r o u n d ,  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  to the e x­
treme  c o s t  of s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  W i t h  the c u r r e n t  b o o m  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  e s c a l a t i o n  in c o m m e r c i a l  re a l  e s t a t e  prices, 
t h e r e  is real e c o n o m i c  p r e s s u r e  to d e v e l o p  t h e  road front a g e .

C u r r e n t l y ,  z o n i n g / s u b d i v i s i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s u c h  as A r m y  C o r p s  
of E n g i n e e r s ,  EPA, and M a t - S u  b o r o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  u n d e r  the 
p r e m i s e  th a t  the long t e r m  e c o n o m i c / s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t  m u s t  be 
p r o t e c t e d ,  and J feel t h e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  a p p l i e d .  C o m­
m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h e  S p r i n g  C r e e k  area w o u l d  be d i s­
ruptive.not o n l y  to the e n v i r o n m e n t  of the e n t i r e  d o w n s t r e a m  
d r a i n a g e ,  b u t  w o u l d  a l s o  d i s r u p t  t h e  t r a f i c  flow. T h e  area 
is in the f l o o d  p l a i n  of the M a t a n u s k a  River. T h e  town of 
M a t a n u s k a  (near s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t i e s )  w a s  m o v e d  to P a l m e r  
b e c a u s e  of the. e x t r e m e  c o s t  of f i g h t i n g  h i g h  w a t e r .  Any 
f a c i l i t i e s  p l a c e d  in the ar e a  c o v e r e d  b y  SB 105 are l i k e l y  
to e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  w i t h  t h e  b u r d e n  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s t­
ing w i t h  the State. T h i s  i r r e g u l a r  f l o o d i n g  a l s o  m a k e s  it 
e x t r e m e l y  d i f i c u l t  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  E P A  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u l d  any 
d e v e l o p m e n t  occur.

P r e s e r v a t i o n  i n t e r e s t s  m u s t  be w e i g h e d  a g a i n s t  v e s t e d  p r o p e r­
ty in t e r e s t s .  M a n y  of the o w n e r s  h a v e  h e l d  the p r o p e r t y  for 
s e v e r a l  years, o f t e n  p r e d a t i n g  w e t l a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O n l y  one 
o w n e r  h a s  a' p e r m i t  to f i l l  in a p o r t i o n  of t h e  w e t l a n d s .

A l t h o u g h  the p r o p o s e d  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a two ye a r  
e x p i r a t i o n  for s e l l i n g  or e x c h a n g e ,  h o p e f u l l y  a f t e r  the o f­
fer is s p e c i f i c a l l y  t e n d e r e d ,  the i n t e n t  s h o u l d  be p e r p e t­
ual. P e r h a p s  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  c o u l d  be e n a c t e d  to a l l o w  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the e x c h a n g e  p r o v i s i o n  b e y o n d  this time 
frame. Fi n a l l y ,  all o f f e r s  to e x c h a n g e  or s e l l  p r o p e r t y  
s h o u l d  be s t r i c t l y  v o l u n t a r y .

RE: SB 105

CC« Sen. S a c k e t t
K e r t t u l a  - 
F e r g u s o n  
P. F i s c h e r  
D e V r i e s  

Rep. H u r l e y  
L a r s o n

Ralpl^j H u l b e r t  
P.O. B o x  1846 
Pa l mer, AK  9 9 6 4 5
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P.O. Pox 31?o 
Palmer. Alaska 
?3' ruary 21

Senator Sturgulewski 
State capital 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 9?Cll 

Dear Senator Sturgulewski,

An issue of interest to me will be coming before the Senate this 
session. That issue is the Palmer Say Flats Pill. As you already know, 
this bill would acquire private land for inclusion into an existing 
special use area.

I strongly surcort passage of this bill in this session of the 
legislature. I believe this action is warranted in view of the long-range 
state interest to promote economic developments through economic divers­
ification of the pri-.ate sector. As a local hoatbuildar, I feel the area 
should be protected for wildlife, sport fishing and scenic values. These 
ends support my personal business interests.

Cn a larger level, I feel the passage of the Fay Flats Pill will 
recognise the area as a national and international landmark. The area has 
already been selected by Pucks Unlimited, an internati nal organisation, 
as a special feeding and breeding ground along the Pacific Flyway for 
many species of wildfowl. In enacting this bill, the State of Alaska 
identifies itself among the ,'ew forward-looking r.a ticns and regions of 
the world seeking to keep lend uses diverse ana healthy.

Finally, as an educator, I strongly believe the state must taka a 
leadership role in promoting the continuance of 'as is1 landscape for the 
enjoyment -and education of our state's ycuth. If regional planners are 
correct, the area surrounding the Hay Flats may soon approach the population 
density of the Anchorage bowl. By protecting the Hay Flats for young people 
to hunt, fish and recreate in, we teach gcod stewardship of Alaska's land 
resources.

Again, let me strongly state my support of this cnti :ai piece of state­
wide legislation. It appears ..e have much more to gain than lose in this 
proposal.

Sincerely,

Rick Turner 
Matanuska font Pompany 
Palmer, Alaska

S3:Sens. Fahrenkamp 
Bliason 
Zhsroff 
Halford 
Soghill 
V. Fischer



A LA S K A  FRONTIER TRAPPERS ASSN .
P.O. BOX 2856
PALMER, ALASKA 99645 □  (907)745-4660

F e b r u a r y  18, 1985

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
R e s o u r c e s  C h a i r m a n  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

I a m  w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d  to S.B. 1 0 5  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  
s e n a t e  b y  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a .  T h i s  b i l l  is a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
p i e c e  of l e g i s l a x i o n  to o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  to o u t d o o r -  
m i n d e d  p e o p l e  of all pursuits. S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a ,  in i n t r o­
d u c i n g  t h i s  b i l l ,  is t r y i n g  to p r e s e r v e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
h i g h l y  u s e d  and h i g h l y  va l u e d  p i e c e s  of w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  in 
A l a s k a .  A n y o n e  w h o  h a s  c r o s s e d  t h e  f l a t s  o n  t h e  G l e n n  
H i g h w a y  at  a n y  t i m e  of t h e  y e a r  h a s  s u r e l y  s e e n  t h e  J a r g e  
n u m b e r s  of ducks, geese, muskrat, b e a v e r  a n d  o t h e r  n u m e r o u s  
s p e c i e s  t h a t  i n h a b i t  this area.

T he M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  has i n d i c a t e d  its d e s i r e  to see this a r e a  
p r e s e r v e d  b y  o f f e r i n g  to l e t  the F i s h  a n d  G a m e  D e p a r t m e n t  
i n c l u d e  i t s  1 3 0  a c r e s  in the r e f u g e  t o  b e  m a n a g e d  as t h e  
r e s t  of the area. W i t h  the p o p u l a t i o n  e x p a n d i n g  as r a p i d l y  
as  it is i n  t h e  M a t c ^ u s k a  V a l l e y ,  it is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  w e  
p r e s e r v e  a r e a s  for e . ' Izens to u s e  a n d  enjoy.

I w o u l d  l i k e  to t h a n k  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  for i n t r o d u c i n g  this 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  as I b e l i e v e  it s h o w s  his d e s i r e  to p r o t e c t  the 
o u t d o o r  l i f e s t y l e  of m a n y  of his c o n s t i t u e n t s .

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  of S.B. 105 w ould be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

T h a n k  you,

J a m e s  Reiss; P r e s i d e n t
A L A S K A  F R O N T I E R  T R A P P E R S  ASSOC.

cc: F a h r e n k a m p
E l i a s o n  
Z h a r o f f  
H a l f o r d  
C o g h i l l  
V. F i s c h e r
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S e n a t o r  A. S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S e n a t e  R e s o r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

RB: SD 1.05

I s u p o r t  th i s  b i l l . I h a v e  used the S p r i n g  C r e e k  a r e a  and 
H a y  F l ats "for" o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  for r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  h o p e  to 
co n t i n u e .  U p  to t h i s  time t here h a s  b e e n  v e r y  l i t t l e  
p r e s s u r e  to d e v e l o p  t h i s  ground, p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  e x­
tr e m e  co s t  of s i t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  W i t h  the c u r r e n t  b o o m  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  e s c a l a t i o n  in c o m m e r c i a l  r e a l  e s t a t e  p r i c e s ,  
t h e r e  is real e c o n o m i c  p r e s s u r e  to d e v e l o p  t h e  r o a d  f r o n tage.

C u r r e n t l y ,  z o n i n g / s u b d i v i s i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  A r m y  C o r p s  
of E n g i n e e r s ,  EPA, a n d  M a t - S u  b o r o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  u n d e r  the 
p r e m i s e  th a t  the long t e r m  e c o n o m i c / s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t  m u s t  be 
p r o t e c t e d ,  and I fe e l  t h e y  are g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  a p p l i e d .  C o m­
m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the S p r i n g  C r e e k  a r e a  w o u l d  be d i s­
ruptive.not o n l y  to the e n v i r o n m e n t  of the e n t i r e  d o w n s t r e a m  
dr a i n a g e ,  b u t  w o u l d  a l s o  d i s r u p t  the t r a f i c  flow. T h e  a r e a  
is in the f l ood p l a i n  of the M a t a n u s k a  River. T h e  to w n  of 
M a t a n u s k a  (near s u b j e c t  prope r t i e s )  w a s  m o v e d  to P a l m e r  
b e c a u s e  of the e x t r e m e  c o s t  of f i g h t i n g  h i g h  w a t e r .  A n y  
f a c i l i t i e s  p l a c e d  in the area c o v e r e d  by SB  105 a r e  l i k e l y  
to e x p e r i e n c e  this p r o b l e m ,  w i t h  the b u r d e n  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s t­
ing w i t h  the State. T h i s  i r r e g u l a r  f l o o d i n g  a l s o  m a k e s  it 
e x t r e m e l y  d i f i c u l t  to c o m p l y  w i t h  E P A  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u l d  a n y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  occur.

P r e s e r v a t i o n  i n t e r e s t s  m u s t  be w e i g h e d  a g a i n s t  v e s t e d  p r o p e r­
ty in t e r e s t s .  M a n y  of the o w n e r s  h a v e  h e l d  the p r o p e r t y  f o r  
s e v e r a l  years, o f t e n  p r e d a t i n g  w e t l a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O n l y  o n e  
o w n e r  h a s  a p e r m i t  to fill in u p o r t i o n  of t h e  w e t l a n d s .

A l t h o u g h  the p r o p o s e d  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  has a t w o  y e a r  
e x p i r a t i o n  for s e l l i n g  or exchange, h o p e f u l l y  a f t e r  the o f­
fer is s p e c i f i c a l l y  tende r e d ,  the i n t e n t  s h o u l d  be p e r p e t­
ual. P e r h a p s  c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  c o u l d  be  e n a c t e d  to a l l o w  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  e x c h a n g e  p r o v i s i o n  b e y o n d  t h i s  ti m e  
frame. F i n a l l y ,  all o f f e r s  to e x c h a n g e  or s e l l  p r o p e r t y  
s h o u l d  be s t r i c t l y  v o l u n t a r y .

cc: S e n .F a h r e n k a m o
E l i a s o n  
Z h a roff  
H a l f o r d  
CoghilJL

P.O. Box 1845 
Palmer, AK  9 9 6 4 5

V. F i s c h e r
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^ 7136 Terry Place

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
February 26, 1985

Jan Faiks, Chair 
Finance Committee 
State Capitol.
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Ms. Faiks:

■f

V '

I am writing to urge your support of Senate Bill No. 105 for "an Act 
relating to the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge; and providing for 
an effective date." The Spring Creek wetlands which are addressed 
by this bill are an integral component of the Palmer Hay Flats. Be­
cause these wetlands are privately owned, there is increasing pressure 
to develop them. I believe these wetlands are so importnat that they 
should be given public protection and included in the Palmer Hay Flats 
State Game Refuge. * -

I have hunted and fished, hiked and canoed in the Palmer Hay Flats 
wetlands at the head of Knik Arm, which are traversed by the Glenn 
Highway. T'm not aware of fish and wiJdlife population figures specifi­
cally for the Spring Creek area. However, the Hay Flats area receives 
heavy recreational fishing pressure and the Rabbit Slough-Spring Creek- 
Wasilla Creek complex are open only to single-hook fishing during a 
weekend-only season. According to the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, every spring some 100,000 ducks, 50,000 geese and 5,000 swans 
use the Palmer Hay Flats during migration. The Anchorage Audubon Society 
estimates that some 10,000 people are drawn to view and photograph 
this migratory spectacle. The Palmer Hay Flats is the most accessible 
waterfowl hunting area in the Cook Inlet region, and it annually ranks 
among the top three areas state-wide in number of hunter-days and duck 
harvest. In winter the Hay Flats provide important moose winter range.

The Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge is a valuable public asset; 
especially so because of its proximity to about half of Alaska's popu­
lation. I hope to see areas such as the Spring Creek wetlands included 
in the Refuge and given the protection required to protect the public -lljtr 
resources and recreational opportunities they provide. ...... - _ • |

Thank you for your support.
•  ^

Sincerely,

cc:IT Finance Committee" members ••

V-:.-~ ^  „



Senator1 Jan Fa. iks
AI ask a. State Leg i slat u r e
Pouch V
S t a t e  Cap i t o l
J u n e a u  . P i  a s k a

?9Si 1

#

D e a r  S e n a t o r ;

I h a v e  b e e n  a d v i s e d  b y  o u r  M a t a n u s k a  V a 1 l e y  l e g i s l a t o r s  
t h a t  S B - 1 0 5 ,  an a c t  c r e a t i n g  an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P a l m e r  Hay 
F l a t s  Game R e f u g e  i s  now s c h e d u l e d  t o  be h e a r d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  w h i c h  y ou  a r e  c o - c h a i r .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t a k i n g  a m i n u t e  o-f y o u r  t im e  t o  
e x p r e s s  my s u p p e r t  - f o r  t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
many  o-f t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o-f b o t h  t h e  V a l l e y  a n d  a l s o  t h e
g r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a .  I n  c a s e  y o u  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  o-f t h e
g r o u p s  a nd  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h o s e  t h a t  
I am a w a r e  o f  a r e :  t h e  a d  h oc  c o m m i t t e e  - f o r  t h e  P a lm e r  Hay 
F l a t s ,  M a t - S u  C h a p t e r  o-f D u c k s  U n l i m i t e d ,  M a t - S u  C h a p t e r  o-f 
A 1 a s k  a F u r  T p a p p e  r  s  A s s o c i  a  t i o n , An ch o r  a g e  Au du bon  S o c i  e t  y , 
a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  - f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
M a t - S u  B o r o u g h ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o-f N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o-f F i s h  a n d  Game h a v e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  - f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A s  y o u  c an  s e e  
t h i s  i s  a q u i t e  b r o a d  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o-f p e o p l e  s u p p o r t i n g  
S B - 1 G 5 .

J u s t  b r i e - f l y ,  b o t h  c o n s u m p t i v e  ( i . e .  h u n t e r s ,  
■f ishermen ,  t r a p p e r s )  a n d  n o n - c o n  sum t i ve  u s e  ( i . e .  b i r d  
w a t c h e r s , game a n im a l  w a t c h i n g )  in  t h i s  a r e a  i s  h i g h  a n d  i s  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Th e  l a n d s  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  r e - f u g e  a r e  a l s o
c r i t i c a l  - f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e - f u g e ,  a n d  i t  i s  my
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  in  
the  r e - f u g e  i s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  when t h e  r e - f u g e  
was o r i g i n a l l y  - f o rm ed  - f rom s t a ^ e  l a n d s .

S e n a t o r ,  l o o k i n g  down t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  - f u t u r e  a n d  b e i n g  
ci 1 0 - y e a r  v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t ,  s e e i n g  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  g r o w t h  
v>. p e r  i e n c e d  in  t h e  v a l l e y ,  e m p h a s i z e s  t o  me t h e  n e e d  t o  
p r e s e r v e  t h i s  a r e a .  B o t h  a s  a  n e e d e d  b u f f e r  b e tw e e n  t h e  
•■al ley and  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a ,  a n d  a s  a  n a t u r a l  g a t e w a y  t o  
* M a t a n u s k a  V a l l e y  w h e r e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  c a n  s t i l l  

s e e i n g  m oo se  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  , a l o n g  w i t h  a p l a c e  t o  g o  
game h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  f i s h i n g .

Tr . „ni .  -. ou f o r  y o u r  t im e  and  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s
i or,

//SsJ

D a v i d  C .
P . 0 .  B o  

l-J a s  i 1 1 a , A 1 a  S- k a.

C h u r c h i  1 1 
8 7 1 6 4 6

/
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C O O K IN L ti 
AQUACULTURE ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX3819 
SOLDOTNA, AK 99669-3819 

(907) 262-9419

February 25, 1985

Senator Arli ss Sturgulewski 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Aquaculture  A ssociatio n supports SB 105 
which allows for the extension of the Palmer Hay Fiats State Game 
Refuge. It is clear that the entire area is valuable for 
recreational fishing and hunting activities. The extension is 
essential to "leagalize" public access to much of the Refuge.

It is p r o b a b l y  more important to realize that the sloughs and 
marshes throughout the area are excellent rearing or "nursery" 
areas for large numbers of coho salmon fry. Dredging, filling, 
diking and draining, the very expensive things which can be done 
to m a r s h l a n d s  to make them usable for commercial or residential 
purposes, all destroy the fitness of the area to harbor and 
nourish young salmon. We encourage the State to pre serve 
these wetland habitats.

Sincerely,

Thomas E. Hears, 
Executive Director

cc: Suzanne Haines 
Steve Braund

SALMON ENHANCEMENT TODAY MEANS BETTER SALMON FISHING TOMORROW
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Senator Sturgulewski 
Senator Fahrenk amp

Resource Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Senate Bill 105 Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuse

Dear Senators

As a landowner in the flats area since the 1 9 5 0 ' s, we 
sii£port public ownership of these lands.

The public uses our land and the n e i g h b o r i n g  private lands 
for hunting, fishing, trapping and wildlife viewing. Located 
be tween two major popula tion centers, the numbers grow almost 
daily. ' ,

Yet, major objections and stumbling blocks are placed by 
State agencies and Mat-Su Borough for owners using or d e­
velopin g our lands.

We know there is strong public support for the Flats to stay 
as they are now. We are willin g to work w i t h  the State in a 
sale or exchange. We and the neig hb o r i n g  land owners have 
expressed this at other public hearings.

We ask for your val uable support in solving this land conflict. 

S i n c e r e l y .

Floyd Beal 

FB/tb

c c : Senator Eliason
Zharoff 
Halford 
Coghill
V. F i s c h e r
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RE

NORMAN JONES SAAR 1 8 1985

P A L M E R  9 9 6 4 5  
745-3491

SB 105, PALMER HAYFLATS 

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS BILL.
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ALL SENATORS
CRAIG  PUDDICOMBE 0  ^ ^
P 0 BOX 2 1 5  '
PALMER 9 9 6 4 5  
7 4 5 - 3 1 5 1

4

SB 1 0 5  -  PALMER HAY FLATS . ' .
SB 3 5  -  N.ELCIIINA R IV E R  RECREATION AREA 

DIJLB L I K E  TO VOICE MY SUPPORT FOR BOTH OF THESE B I L L S .
>. c~. £< & 6  Ct t\ 6. 6  6  & ix & & 6  6  & <!». & & & ■>. & & 6  6  6 .6 .6  6  P 0  n  K 1 0 5 M  — 3 / 1 5



TO:

; ~ -;i ••< ••• .... i ;

t o ; j p d m

GR. GI NAL
x- 5ZV.7: 9 2 / 2 7 / 3 5  T I M E : 1 4 : 2 7

•x F R O M : M A R T  IE R O Z K Y D A L  *
*  SUBJECT :  POM MATR -G05 ?
*  PR INT  DATE: 9 2 / 2 7 / 3 5  T IM E :  1 4 : 2 7  «
K
O fiiit if X it i f  i f  X i f  i f  if •)! i f  i f  i f  if i f  i f  i f  i f  i f  i f  i f  if i f  it i f  i f  Of it i f  i f  i f  i f  it it i f  i i  it it Of it it if it i i  if it if if •/. it ft it

SENATORS STURGULEWSK I ,  FAKRENKAMP, COG!! I L L ,  EL IASON 
F I SC H E R ,  .HALFORD, ZHAROFF AND KERTTULA 
REPRESENTAT IVE  HURLEY A ND LARSON

FROM: TOM SHANKSTER
PO BOX 3 2 2 5  '
PALMER 9 9 6 4 5  
7 4 5 - 5 2 0 0

RE :  SB 1 0 5

I  AM FOR SB 1 0 5  FOR THE MANAGEMENT, USE ,  AND PROTECT ION OF 
THE WET I.A NDS CLOSE TO POPULATED AREAS THAT WE- ARE GETTING HERE IN 
ALASKA*



TO: -’EM AT DR S' STURGULEWSKI, FAHRENKAMP, COGHILL , ELIASON, V.
FISCHER, HALFORD, ZKARQFF A HI) KERTTULA 
REPRESENTATIVES HURLEY AND LARSON*

1‘ S FROM: DAVID CHURCHILL,. PO BOX 871646
' WASILLA 99687 

H 376-5758 
' W 659- 4442

• RE :  SB 1 0 5  • •
•’ • T H IS  REFUGE I S  THE GATEWAY TO THE MAT-SU BOROUGH, AN

j IMPORTANT BOUNDARY BETWEEN ANCHORAGE, I T  I S  A C R IT IC A L  W I L D L I F E
^  ■ HABITAT AREA, W I L D L I F E  V IEW ING AREA, A MAJOR HUNT ING /TRAPP ING  AREA , ’J  : ■ WINTER AND S P R IN G .  RA BB IT  CREEKS ARE IMPORTANT SALMON FRY REARING

.•J I :  STREAMS. THE AREA COVERED UNDER THE B I L L  PRESENTLY UNDEVELOPED,i .v. ! ' URGE YOU TAKE IMMEDIATE A C T IO N .

l > : ■ : . ■ ' ■

• FROM': DEWIGHT BATT
, PO BOX 8 7 4 4 7 2  ' , , . • •

WASILLA 9 9 6 8 7  
K 3 7 6 - 2 0 9 7
W - 2 6 5 -  6 5 5 1  • . .

R E :  SB 1 0 5
I

I  AM SUPPORT ING  SB 1 0 5  FOR THE STATED REASONS IN  THE B I L L .  
WE SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PROTECT ALL OUR WETLANDS AND TO EN 
SURE FUTURE ACCESS FOR P U B L IC  USE OF T H IS  TYPE OF AREA. EVENTUALLY 
PURL IC  USE AREAS COULD BECOME SURROUNDED BY PR IVATE  LAND AND W ILL  
EL IM INATE P U B L IC  ACCESS .
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X  S E N T :
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it S U B JEC T :  
x  P R IN T  DATE:

0 2 / 0 4 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 3 : 1 5
MICK I  HENSON
POM
0 2 / 0 4 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 3 = 1 5
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TO: ALL MEMBERS /  SENATE F INANCES E N A T 0 R S F A IK  S A N D S A C !< E T T ( C 0  -  C H A T. R S >
SENATOR KERTTULA ( V I C E - C H A I R )
SENATORS EL IA SON ,  P .  F I S C H E R ,  HALFORD, FERGUSON _

ALL MEMBERS/ SENATE RESOURCESS E N A T 0 R S TIIR G U L E W S K I  < G H A I R ) , F A H R E N K A M P ( V IC  E -  C H A I R )
SENATORS EL IASON ,  ZHAROFF,  HALFORD, COG I I I L L ,  V* F ISCHER

FROM: CATHY REZABECK
1 4 5 0 0  FERNH ILL  C IR C LE  
ANCHORAGE, AK . 9 9 5 1 6  

PHONE: 3 4 5 - 2 3 6 3  <HM) 2 7 4 - 8 4 4 0  (WIO

R E : SB 1 0 5
J STRONGLY ENCOURAGE PASSAGE OF SB 1 0 5  FOR STATE PURCHASE OF 
PR IVATE  I AMDS IN  THE POTTER FLATS NEAR THE INTERSECT ION  0." R0U1ES  
1 a n d  2 .  T H IS  LAND MUST NOT EXPER IENCE  S T R I P  DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
WOULD NOT ALLOW FOR THE STATE GAME REFUGE ON ADJACENT LANDS _ 10 
I HR! I ICR I T S  PURPOSE OF GAME PRESERVATION AND MANAGEMENT.
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« O R IG IN A L  *
#  SENT :  © 2 / 0 7 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 7 = 1 5  #
#  FROM: VERNITA VESTAL *
*  S U B J E C T = POM #
*  P R IN T  DATE: 0 2 / 0 7 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 7 = 1 5  *  *
ii > x
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TO: SENATE FINANCE CO M M ITTEE : • SEN ,  F A I K S ,  SACKETT ,
E L IA SO N ,  P ,  F I S C H E R ,  HALFORD, FERGUSON

RESOURCES : SEN ,  STURGULEW SK I , FAHRENKAMP,
ZHAROFF,  HALFORD, COGH ILL ,  V ,  F I SC H ER

SEN ,  D E V R IE S ,  V ,  F I S C H E R ,  JOSEPHSON , KERTTULA 
R E P . C L O C K S IN , HURLEY , LARSON , UEHLING

FROM: MARY CORE 
5 0 3  W 9TH
ANCHORAGE, A K , 9 9 5 0 1  <H) 2 7 4 - 3 3 8 2  <'■!>274-3621

A C Q U IS IT IO N  OF PALMER HAY FLATS NOW W ILL  AVOID WATER 
PROBLEMS PRESENTLY OCCURING IN  THE ANCHORAGE BOWL, THE
FUNCTION - OF -  THE WETLANDS-; THE ABUNDANT F I S H  AND
POPULAT IONS  AND THE F IN E  AESTHET IC  VALUES FOR TOURISM 
TRADE OUT,

KERTTULA,

EL IASON ,

: D ILUT ION  
, I L TER IN G  
W ILD L IF E  

J U S T IF Y  A
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TO : SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE: SEN ,  F A I K S , SACKETT ,  KERTTULA,
EL IA SON ,  P ,  F I SC H ER ,  HALFORD, FERGUSON

RESOURCES : SEN .  STURG ULEW SK I , FAHRENKAMP, EL IASON ,
2H A R 0FF ,  HALFORD, COGH ILL ,  V .  F I SCH ER

S E N . D E V R IE S ,  V . FISCHER'," ' J 0 SEi::'HSONT^K-ERTTULA 
R E P .  CLOCKS IN ,  HURLEY',' LARSON, i.J EH L ING ^

FROM: MARY CORE /  L  /cvUs'1 /  \
5 0 3  W 9TH , ^ y  s
ANCHORAGE, AK.  9 ? 5 01 Ci-i) 2 7 4 ~ 3 3 8 2 - " C W ) 2 7 4 - 3 6 2 1

r " ' " ^  ‘\  v - f!RE :  SB 1 0 5 t t
A C Q U IS IT IO N  OF PALMER HAY FLATS NOW W ILL  AVOID WATER ■'SOLUTION 
PROBLEMS PRESENTLY OCCURING IN  THE ANCHORAGE BOWL. THE F I L T E R IN G  
FUNCTION OF THE WETLANDS, THE ABUNDANT F I S H  AND J I L D L I F E  
POPULAT IONS AND THE F IN E  AESTHET IC  VALUES FOR TOURISM J U S T I F Y  A 
TRADE OUT,
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TO: SENATORS SACKETT,  F A I K S ,  HALFORD, KERTTULA ,  FERGUSON, P .
F I S C H E R ,  E L IA SO N ,  STURGULEW SK I , FAHRENKAMP, EL IASON ,  

ZHAROFF,  HALFORD, COGH ILL ,  V* F I SC H E R

F R :  H IKE  BRONSON
P 0  BOX 2 1 7 6  
PALMER 9 9 6 4 5  
PHONE: 3 7 6 - 3 6 4 2

RE :  SB 1 0 5  -  PALMER HAY FLATS LEG IS LA T IO N

PLEASE SUPPORT SB 1 0 5  SPONSORED BY KERTTULA .  T H IS  I S  A 
GRASSROOTS EFFORT FOR A FA IR  SOLUT ION TO THE POTENT IAL PROBLEM OF 
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF WETLANDS IMPORTANT TO THE P U B L IC .  
PURCHASE OF THE HAY FLATS FROM W IL L IN G  SELLERS  W ILL  KEEP THE 
GATEWAY TO THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH OPEN FOR FISHERMEN AND 
HUNTERS .

1 0 4  -  i / 3 1 / O S
TO: SENATORS SACKETT ,  F A IK S ,  HALFORD, KERTTULA ,  FERGUSON, P .

F I S H C E R ,  E L IA SO N ,  STURG ULEW SK I , FAHRENKAMP, EL IASON ,  
ZHAROFF,  HALFORD, COGH ILL ,  V .  F I SC H ER
FR :  l<„ ANNELY GERMAINE

SR B 7 4 6 0  
PALMER 9 9 6 4 5  
PHONE: • 7 4 5 - 6 5 1 1

RE :  SB 1 0 5  -  PALMER HAY FLATS L E G IS LA T IO N
PLEASE SUPPORT SB 1 0 5  A CT IV E LY .  MAT-SU I S  ALREADY TOO EXPLOITED 
AND COMMERCIAL. THE HAY FLATS B I L L  CAN BE AN IMPORTANT F I R S T  
STEP IN  SAVING THE VALLEY FROM PERMANENT UGLY DAMAGE. AN 
INNOVATIVE B I L L  L I K E  T H I S  DOES MUCH TO SLOW THE PROGRESS OF THE 
MARCI I T0  S T R I P  I )EVEL0 PMENT .

1 0 4 - 1 / 3 1 / 8 5
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M a r c h  15, 1985

S e n a t o r  K e r t u l a  
P o u c h  V
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e nator:

I w o u l d  like to t h a n k  you for all the w o r k  a n d  time you  
h a v e  put in t o  SB 105.

S o u t h c e n t r a l  wi l l  e n j o y  y o u r  h a r d  e f f o r t s  far into the future. 

T h a n k s  for b e i n g  there.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Te



O f f ered: 3 / 4/85
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: K e r t t u l a
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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 105 (Re s o u r c e s )

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A ct e n t i tled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e

7 Refuge; and p r o v i d i n g  for an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
I

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. T he l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  that w e t l a n d s  i m p o r t a n t  to the

10 p r o t e c t i o n  of w a t e r f o w l  a nd s a l m o n  in the S p r i n g  C r e e k  a r e a  lie o u t s i d e  of

11 the b o u n d a r i e s  of the P a l m e r  H a y  F l ats S t ate G a m e  Refuge. T h e  S p r i n g  C r e e k

12 a r e a  als o  p r o v i d e s  on e  of the m a j o r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  to the h ay flats

13 a l t h o u g h  the lan d  is p r i v a t e l y  owned. T he l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e r e f o r e  d e t e r m i n e s

14 that it is in the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to p r o t e c t  t he S p r i n g  C r e e k  w e t l a n d s

15 t h r o u g h  e x t e n s i o n  of the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t ate G a m e  R e f u g e  u n d e r  this Act.

16 * Sec. 2. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 2 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

17 (a) T he f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  land a n d  w a t e r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as

18 the P a l m e r  H a y  F l ats State G ame Refuge:

19 (1) T o w n s h i p  16 North, R a n g e  1 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

20 S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 2  i n c l u s i v e

21 S e c t i o n  13: N l / 2

22 S e c t i o n s  14 - 18 i n c l u s i v e

23 (2) T o w n s h i p  17 North, R a n g e  1 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

24 S e c t i o n  25: A l l

25 S e c t i o n  26: Sl/2, S1 / 2 N 1 / 2 ,  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

26 S e c t i o n  27: Sl/2, S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

27 S e c t i o n  31: L o t  4, SE1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,

28 S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 N E 7 / 4

29 S e c t i o n  32: Sl/2, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,

-1- C S S B  1 0 5 (Res)



1 S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  33: A l l

3 S e c t i o n  34: All

4 S e c t i o n  35: A l l

5 S e c t i o n  36: A l l

6 (3) T o w n s h i p  17 North, R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S e c t i o n  22:

8 e x c l u d i n g  N W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

9 e x c l u d i n g  N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

10 e x c l u d i n g  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n  27:

12 e x c l u d i n g  S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

13 S e c t i o n  28: N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

14 S e c t i o n  31: L o t s  5, 7, 8, 9, 10

15 S e c t i o n  32: N E 1 / 4

16 S e c t i o n  33: S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  i n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  tid e

17 an d  s u b m e r g e d  land

18 (4) T o w n s h i p  16 Nort h ,  R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

19 S e c t i o n  4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: A ll

20 S e c t i o n  17: N l / 2

21 S e c t i o n  18: N l / 2

22 A l l  s t a t e  tid e  a nd s u b m e r g e d  lan d

23 (5) T o w n s h i p  16 Nort h ,  R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

24 S e c t i o n  2: P o r t i o n  l y i n g  w e s t  of  the A l a s k a

25 R a i l r o a d

26 S e c t i o n  3: L ot 1, e x c l u d i n g  p o r t i o n s  l y i n g  east

27 of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  c e n t e r l i n e ,  Lots, 2, 3,

28 4, 5, 6, N W 1 / 4 , N W 1 / 4 , N E 1 / 4

29 S e c t i o n  10: L o t s  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, an d  p o r t i o n s
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S e c t i o n  1 5 :  A ll s t a t e  l a n d  l y i n g  n o r t h  of the

s o u t h  b a n k  of the K n i k  R i v e r  a n d  w e s t  of the 

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

S e c t i o n  16: A l l  s t a t e  lan d  l y i n g  n o r t h  of  the

s o u t h  b a n k  of t he K n i k  R i ver

* Sec. 3. Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  resource;! s h a l l  i n c l u d e  land 

a c q u i r e d  f r o m  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  in  the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  

G a m e  R e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  16.20.032.

* Sec. 4. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  d i s p o s e  of 

st ate land l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  b o r o u g h  in e x c h a n g e  for 

p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  lan d  d e t e r m i n e d  d e s . r a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  t he P a l m e r  H a y  

F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f uge. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  also 

o f f e r  to p u r c h a s e  at f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  f r o m  w i l l i n g  s e l l e r s  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  

land d e t e r m i n e d  d e s i r a b l e  for i n c l u s i o n  in  the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  Game 

R e f u g e .

(b) A n  o f f e r  m a d e  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  this 

s e c t i o n  f or a p u r c h a s e  or e x c h a n g e  that r e m a i n s  u n a c c e p t e d  f or t wo y e a r s  

a f t e r  t e n d e r  is w i t h d r a w n .

(c) A n  e x c h a n g e  or  p u r c h a s e  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  

s h all be a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  38.50.

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  lan d  a c q u i r e d  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  in the P a l m e r  H a y  F l ats S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  A S  16.20.032.

* Sec. 5. T his A c t  does not p r o h i b i t  e x p a n s i o n  or i m p r o v e m e n t  to the 

G l e n n  H i g h w a y  or the P a rks H i g h w a y ,  t he p o t e n t i a l  W a s i l l a  B y p a s s ,  or the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the i n t e r c h a n g e  at the P a r k s  a n d  G l e n n  H i g h w a y s .

* Sec. 6. Thi s  A c t  t a kes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.- 

10.070(c).

l y i n g  w e s t  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 8/85
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  and

F i n a n c e

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  K E R T T U L A

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 105 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e

R e f u g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f or a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. The l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  that w e t l a n d s  i m p o r t a n t  to the 

p r o t e c t i o n  of  w a t e r f o w l  a nd s a l m o n  in the S p r i n g  C r e e k  a r e a  lie o u t s i d e  of 

the b o u n d a r i e s  of the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .  T h e  S p r i n g  C r e e k

ar e a  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  one of t he m a j o r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  to t he h a y  f l ats

a l t h o u g h  the land is p r i v a t e l y  owned. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e r e f o r e  d e t e r m i n e s  

that it is i n  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  to p r o t e c t  the S p r i n g  C r e e k  w e t l a n d s  

t h r o u g h  e x t e n s i o n  of the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  u n d e r  t his Act.

* Sec. 2. AS  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 2 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T he f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  l and a n d  w a t e r  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as

t he P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f uge:

(1) T o w n s h i p  16 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  1 - 1 2  i n c l u s i v e  

S e c t i o n  13: N l / 2  

S e c t i o n s  14 - 18 i n c l u s i v e

(2) T o w n s h i p  17 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  25: A ll

S e c t i o n  26: Sl/2, S 1 / 2 N 1 / 2 ,  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  27: Sl/2, S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  31: Lo t  4, SE1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,

S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  32: Sl/2, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,
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1 S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  33: A l l

3 S e c t i o n  34: A ll

4 S e c t i o n  35: A l l

5 S e c t i o n  36: A l l  s t a t e  tide an d  s u b m e r g e d  l and

6 (3) T o w n s h i p  17 Nort h ,  R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S e c t i o n  22:

8 e x c l u d i n g  N W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

9 e x c l u d i n g  N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

10 e x c l u d i n g  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n  27:

12 e x c l u d i n g  S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

13 S e c t i o n  28: N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

14 S e c t i o n  31: L o t s  5, 7, 8, 9, 10

15 S e c t i o n  32: N E 1 / 4

16 S e c t i o n  33: S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  i n c l u d i n g  all s t a t e  tide

17 a nd s u b m e r g e d  land

18 (4) T o w n s h i p  16 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

19 S e c t i o n  4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9: A l l

20 S e c t i o n  17: N l / 2

21  S e c t i o n  18: N l / 2

22 A l l  s t a t e  tid e  a nd s u b m e r g e d  lan d

23 * Sec. 3. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  d i s p o s e  of

24 s t ate lan d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t he M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  b o r o u g h  in e x c h a n g e  for

25 135.6 a c res n o w  o w n e d  by the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  i n  t he a r e a  of

26 S p r i n g  C r e e k  n e a r  t he P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e .

27 (b) T h e  e x c h a n g e  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be a c c o m p l i s h e d

28 u n d e r  A S  38.50.

29 (c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  land
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a c q u i r e d  f r o m  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  in the 

P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t ate G a m e  R e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  16.20.032.

*  Sec. 4. (a) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  d i s p o s e  of

s t a t e  l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  b o r o u g h  in e x c h a n g e  for 

p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  land d e t e r m i n e d  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  the P a l m e r  H a y  

F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  Refuge. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  also 

o f f e r  to p u r c h a s e  at f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  lan d  d e t e r m i n e d  

d e s i r a b l e  fo r  i n c l u s i o n  in the P a l m e r  H a y  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  Refuge.

(b) A n  e x c h a n g e  or p u r c h a s e  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  

s h a l l  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  38.50.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  land a c q u i r e d  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  in the P a l m e r  H a y  F l ats S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  A S  16.20.032.

*  Sec. 5. A n  o f f e r  m a d e  by t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  

this A ct fo r  a p u r c h a s e  or e x c h a n g e  that r e m a i n s  u n a c c e p t e d  for two y e a r s  

a f t e r  t e n d e r  is w i t h d r a w n .

* Sec. 6. T his A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  01.- 

1 0 . 0 70(c).
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