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PUBLIC USE CA'dlNS

Letter of Intent for CSHB 561 (Res)

Resources Committee

It is the intent of the Legislature that citizens of the State 

and visitors to the State be able to enjoy the natural 

environment to the greatest extent possible. The 

establishment of new public cabins may be particularly 

appropriate in areas of heavy recreational interest or use.

In more remote locations public use cabins should be 

established only after consideration of the weather and 

physical environment in the surrounding area, and the reasons 

the area is most often used. Public cabins should be 

established on a priority basis with more remote cabins being 

added to the system only after a specific need for a public 

facility is determined. Such need shall be based on 

Department findings and public comment from users and 

residents of the area.



Alaska Environm ental Lobby, Inc.
204 N. Franklin Street, Suite 3 Juneau, Alaska 99801 907-586-2345

T E S T I M O N Y  O N  H B  5 6 1 - Public U s e  C a b i n s  

2 / 2 8 / 8 6  b y  K a t e  P e n d l e t o n

G o o d  m o r ning. T h e  A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L o b b y  w o u l d  like to e x p r e s s  it's 

supp o r t  of H B  561. W e  feel this bill w o u l d  provide for convenient, r e m o t e  

recreational e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i l e  m i n i m i z i n g  r e s o u r c e  conflicts.

M u c h  of the driving force be hi n d  the land disposal p r o g r a m  is the public's 

desire for those "fabled" A l a s k a n  experiences. E v e r y o n e  w a n t s  a 

w i l d e r n e s s  cabin. W h i l e  the r e m o t e  parcel a n d  h o m e s t e a d  p r o g r a m s  will 

fill s o m e  of that d e m a n d ,  the n u m b e r  a n d  size of land dis p o s a l s  in the 

future will eventually e l i m i na t e the w i l d e r n e s s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  locally 

deplete the s u b s i s t a n c e  r e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  d r a w  pe o p l e  tc t h e s e  areas. A n d  

as a practical matt er ,  only a relative f e w  will be able to t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of 

these p r o g r a m s .

A n  alternative w a y  to provide recreational opportunities is to a d o p t  H B  

561. T hi s  w o u l d  provide the public w i t h  a s m o r g a s b o a r d  of super io r  

recreational o p p o r t un i t e s  pr e sently unavailable. Unlike m o s t  r e m o t e  

parcels w h i c h  will p r obably r e m a i n  u n d e v e l o p e d  for m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  r e m o t e  

cabins w h i c h  are frequently u s e d  only a f e w s  d a y s  e a c h  year, public u s e  

cabins will likely receive substantial use.

T h e  popular U S  Fo r e st  S e r v i ce  C a b i n  s y s t e m  w h i c h  w a s  b e g u n  In 1 9 5 4  n o w  

includes o v e r  2 0 0  cabins state w i de .  M a n y  of the c a b i n s  are u s e d  12 

m o n t h s  of the y e a r  a n d  are acce s si b l e  by a variety of m e a n s  s u c h  a s  hiking, 

c r o s s - c o u n t r y  skiing, d o g  m u s h i n g ,  s n o w  m a c h i n e s ,  b o a t  a n d  plane. In 

19 8 5 ,  statistics for ca b i n s  in Yakutat, A d m i r a l t y  Island a n d  the J u n e a u  

area report u s e  b y  4 , 3 2 1  visitors. T h e r e  w a s  h e a v y  r e q u e s t  for he  v e r y  

popular w a l k - i n  cab i ns  that are close to Juneau. T h e  Fo r e s t Sei ice h a s  

not b e e n  buiiding cabins b e c a u s e  of the high cost, but d o e s  w o u .  vvith 

volunteer g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  the T a k u  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t v  to build a n d  

m a i n t a i n  c a b i n s  w i t h i n  the s y s t e m .  T h e  current ch< ge for ove r n i g ht  u s e  

of a cabin is $10.

ALASKA CENTER FOR The ENVIRONMENT • ALASKA CHAPTER, SIERRA CLUB • JUNEAU GROUP, SIERRA CLUB • SITKA GROUP. SIERRA CLUB 
KNIK GROUP, SIERRA CLUB « DENALI GROUP, SIERRA CLUB • ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY • ARCTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 
DENALI CITIZENS'COUNCIL • ALASKA FRIENDS OF THE EARTH « JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY • KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY • KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY • LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION • ALASKA WILDERNESS GUIDES ASSOCIATION 
SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY • NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER • SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL



P a g e  2

T e s t i m o n y  o n  H B  5 6 1

W e  envision a s y s t e m  w i t h  a w i d e  variety of c a b i n s  a n d  locations, 

s o m e t h i n g  to appeal to all, f r o m  hikers looking for a w e e k e n d  trip n e a r  

A n c h o r a g e  to t hose s e e ki n g  a w e e k  long, r e m o t e  e x p e r i e n c e  d e e p  in the 

heart of the A l a s k a  Range. A  carefully p l a n n e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  s y s t e m  w o u l d  

be able to provide, for a r e a s o n a b l e  fee, u s e  of a cabin a n d  a n  o p p o r tunity 

to take a d v a n t a g e  of Alaska's v a s t  a n d  beautiful public lands.

A c t ually the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  r e s o u r c e  i m p a c t s  at e a c h  public c a b in  site 

will proba b l y  be greater than for less u s e d  private lands. H o w e v e r ,  

m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  could be r e s o l v e d t h r o u g h  a d e q u a t e  l a n g u a g e  

a d d r e s s i n g  issues s u c h  as location a n d  r e s o u r c e  impacts. W e  are especially 

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t cabin u s e  in a r e a s  of critical habitat. In addition, w e  

w o u l d  h o p e  that serious consideration w o u l d  b e  given to the i m p a c t  of 

m o t o r i z e d  vehicle a c c e s s  in t h e s e  areas. W e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  the 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  to c o n s i d e r  the w i s h e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  of local r e s i d e n t s  a n d  

users, a n d  o th e r  state residents by m e a n s  of a public c o m m e n t ,  a s  the 

s y s t e m  is developed.

T h e  increasing interest a n d  d e m a n d  for recreational opportunities 

d e m o n s t r a t e s  the desire for a public cabin s y s t e m  a r o u n d  the state for 

s h o r t - t e r m  use. W e  feel that H B  5 6 1  w o u l d  provide for t h o s e  n e e d s  a n d  

m a k e  g o o d  u s e  of the a b a n d o n e d  a n d  u n a u t h o r i z e d  c a b i n s  In the state.
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OFFICE O F  THE COMMISSIONER

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 60011 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

The Honorable Dick Shultz 
Co-Chair, Resources Committee 
Alaska State House 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

February 28, 1986

Dear Representative Shultz:

I am writing to suggest some amendments to HB 561, on public 
use cabins. Yesterday my staff presented these amendments 
to your staff and to Representative Clocksin's, and I o ,.i now 
submitting them for the Committee's consideration.

The department strongly supports the concept of the proposed 
bill. After adopting regulations for privately owned cabins 
on state land in 1984, we have made an important new 
beginning for cabins on state land. The bill before you 
will allow the people of the state to make beneficial use of 
abandoned and unauthorized cabins and may help reduce 
recreational and land disposal pressures statewide. The 
bill also provides our citizens better access to public 
lands and resources.

Contrary tc a recent newspaper editorial, there is no 
conflict between HB 561 and SB 269, also under consideration 
by the committee. The intent of HB 561 is to establish a 
public cabins syjtem for general public use, a very 
different goal from that in SB 269. Although the department 
does not support the passage of SB 269, I believe that bcth 
bills could be passed by the Legislature without conflict.

The purpose of each s u g g este d amendme nt is given on the 
attached pages. I have also p r o v i d e d  a m a r k e d - u p  copy of 
the original bill i n c o r p o r a t i n g  the p r o posed amendments.

Please contact me or m y  staff if you have que stions or 
comments.

Sincerely,

Esther C. Wunnicke 
Commissioner

cc: Rep. Clocksin

10-J9LH



HB 56 1
DNR AMENDMENT 1

The following amendments are technical in nature and are 
intended to change the intent of the bill. They are 
suggested to facilitate interpretation of the statute and 
management of the public cabins system.

1. p. 1, line 11: delete "all"

2. p. 3, line 10: delete "shall", insert "may"

3. p. 3, line 17: after "the cost of" insert
"administering reservations and"

4. p. 3, line 24: add a new sentence: "Under state
contracting procedures the commissioner may contract 
for the construction, rehabilitation, operation, and 
maintenance of cabins within the system."

5. p. 4, line 2: add at the end of the line: "cabins
designated by the commissioner"

6. p. 4, line 3: delete "cabins"

7. p. 4, line 5: add after "future": "and meet minimum
standards for safety and liability requirements"

C. p. 4, line "i delete "and" and insert "or"

9. p. 4, line 6, delete "cabins"

2/28/86



HB 5 6 1
DNR AMENDMENT TWO

The following amendment will allow the departm ent tc operat> 
the public cabin system on a program receipts basis.

p. 3, line 13, after "cabins": insert "and may recover
program costs through the administration of a program 
receipts account, subject to legislative approval"

2/28/86



HB 56 1
DNR AMENDMENT THREE

This amendment would allow the department discretion to 
select the most appropriate cabins for designation into the 
public use cabin system with public participation, and to 
develop a system plan as needed.

p. 3, line 23, after "System.": insert "The commissioner
shall evaluate existing and potential cabin sites and 
conduct resource planning and public review in the 
process of designating cabins into the system. The 
commissioner may develop an operational plan for the 
renovation, construction, or removal of cabins."

2/28/86



HB 561
DNR AMENDMENT FOUR

This amendment allows the Department of Fish and Game to 
control the designation of public use cabins within refuges, 
critical habitats, and sanctuaries. This amendment, 
proposed by the Department of Fish and Game, is acceptable 
to DNR.

p. 3, line 26: add at the end "The commissioner shall obtain 
the concurrence of the Department of Fish and Game in 
establishing and managing a public use cabin system on 
state game refuges, critical habitat areas, and game 
sanctuaries established pursuant to AS 16.20."

2/28/86



Introduced: 2/11/86
Referred: Resources and
Finance

p i / i t

BY CLOCKSIN, SZYMANSKI, SHULTZ?' 
PETTYJOHN, BOUCHER, COTTEN, DAVIS, '
GOLL, GRUENBERC KOPONEN,M.M.MILLER,

1 IN THE HOUSE NAVARRE, PIGN. ^riERI AND POURCHOT

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 561

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 F o r  an  Act  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s ;  and  p r o v i d i n g

7 f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE. The  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  i t

10 i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t o  c r e a t e  < he  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  Use  C a b i n  S y s t e m  and

*— 11 p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h a t  s y s t e m [ j i l i j  c a b i n s  owned o r  b u i l t  by t h e  s t a t e  on  t h e

12 r e s e r v e d  o r  u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l a n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  be

13 managed f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a U  >' v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e

14 s t a t e .

15 * S e c .  2 .  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0 ( a )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

16 ( a )  The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s h a l l

17 ( 1 )  d e v e l o p  a c o n t i n u i n g  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and

18 maximum u s e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a r c h a e o -

19 l o g i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e

20 s t a t e ;

21 ( 2 )  p l a n  f o r  and d e v e l o p  a s y s t e m  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s  and  r e c r e -

22 a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e s

23 and d i r e c t s ;

24 ( 0  •’. c q u i r e  by g i f t ,  p u r c h a s e ,  o r  t r a n s f e r  f ro m  s t a t e  o r

25 f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  o r  f rom  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  p a r t n e r s h i p s  o r

26 a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  l a n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  s u i t a b l e  a nd  p r o p e r  f o r  r o a d s i d e ,  p i c -

27 n i c ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  o r  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;

28 ( 4 )  c o n t r o l ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t a t e  p a r k s  and  r e c r e -

29 a t i o n a l  a r e a s ;

- 1 -  H B  5 6 1



1 ( 5 )  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  c a r e ,  c o n t r o l ,  s u p e r -

2 v i s i o n ,  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ^  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  p u b l i c

3 r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d ,  and  make n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ^  o r

4 com mi tmen ts  f o r  t h e  i m provem en t  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n d  a c q u i r e d  u n d e r

5 AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0  - 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

6 ( 6 )  a d o p t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th i s )  s e c t i o n  a nd  t h e  A d m in i s -

7 t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Ac t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  and

8 d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  and

9 r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p e a c e ;

10 ( 7 )  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  i t s  a g e n c i e s  and

11 l o c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i ' n ,

12 i m p r o v e m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e x t e n s i o n ,  a nd  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s ,

13 s t a t e  monum en ts ,  s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a r e a s ,  a nd  s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s ,

14 and  s e c u r e  a g r e e m e n t s  o r  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 1 0

15 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 4 0 ;

16 ( 8 )  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p u b l i c  p a r k  and

17 r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e

18 s t a t e ;

19 ( 9 )  p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n s u l t i n g  s e r v i c e  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p

20 l o c a l  p a r k  and  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ;

21 ( 1 0 )  p r o v i d e  c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n -

22 c i e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a r k  and  r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s ;  and

23 ( 1 1 )  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a r e  p r e s c r i b e d  by  e x e c u t i v e

24 o r d e r  o r  by  l aw ;

25 ( 1 2 )  m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  t o  A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s  l o c a t e d  i n  s t a t e

26 p a r k s ;

27 ( 1 3 )  a d o p t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

28 Ac t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  Chena  R i v e r  S t a t e

29 R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a nd  d e s i g n a t i n g  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e

H B  5 6 1 - 2 -



1 b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  Chena  R i v e r  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

2 AS 4 1 . 21 .490J .

3 (1 4 )  manage  t h e  c a b i n s  owned by  t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . -

4 2 1 . 8 8 0 .

5 * S ^ c .  3 .  AS 4 1 . 2 1  i s  amended by a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  a r t i c l e  7 t o

6 r e a d :

7 S e c .  4 1 . 2 1 . 8 8 0 .  PUBLIC USE CABINS., ( a )  T h e r e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a

8 s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  t o  be m a n a g e d  by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  and

9 c a l l e d  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  Use Cab in  S y s t e m .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l

i s t a b l i s h  a

9 c a l l e d  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  u s e  u a b m  s y s t e m .  i n e  c om m i s s io r

'— y  10 p u b l i c i s e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s  ai s h a l l j p s

11 r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  c a b i n s .

— 12 , ( b )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e i f f s h a l l j  e s t a b l i s h  a  f e e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  u s e

14 c o n s i d e r

I Z  r n e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i s n a i i j  e s c a u n s n  a  t e e  s c n e a u i e  l o r  t n e  u s e  j ~ i

MOj-i MlcgYC' cocry O v K w k  nu *L a frc'*UL>>~ receipt AticevM, s oj>, r
13 o f  t h e  c a b i n s [ T ~  I n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f e e s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  It* lef3 ,7U~J‘

15 ( 1 )  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  r e n o v a t i n g ,  and

16 m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  c a b i n s ;  >
I't J ^^yy-'UYUw a M tj

> 17 ( 2 )  t h e  <S'osfc"”o f I  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  f e e s  c h a r g e d  f o r  u s e  o f  t h e

18 c a b i n s ;  and

19 ( 3 )  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

20 ( c )  C a b i n s  t h a t  we re  c o n s t r u c t e d  on  p u b l i c  l a n d  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r

21 a u t h o r i t y  a nd  t i n t  h a v e  b e e n  o r  w i l l  be  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  s t a t e  may be

22 r e n o v a t a d  by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  Use
C iASU-t AAVntJ rpw-ftr -fA-icc )

23 C a b i n  S y s t e m .  ^ W i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may

b u i l d  o r  a c q u i r e  c a b i n s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  c a b i n  s y s t e m .  
yrvtcb+yL* fhc tAjH-i othdm' rV u^itnc t~f>*( , cfU

( d )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may c q o o ' » r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  g r o u p s  and  w i t h S ;  n  k/iTA.

24

25 1 ( d )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  l o c a l  g r o u p s  a n a  wi trv- p  r
( i n - X ' d  £ > N &  U \ , r )

r—^  26 s t a t e  and  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a nd  i m p ro v e  t h e  c a b i n  s y s t e m . ^

27 ( e )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  make an  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a -

28 t u r e  on  t h e  c o s t s ,  o c c u p a n c y  r a t e s ,  f e e s  c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  number  and

29 l o c a t i o n  o f  c a b i n s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d

!t
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A

^ 5  

6
7
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9
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J

r e l e v a n t  by  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(f) As used in this section, "public use cabins" include A'dii/Vio

^ ) ^ a b i n g j t h a t  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  on  s t a t e  l a n d  w i t h o u t

p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  law and tha t;  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  s t a t e  i n  
{l/ll W W  i.Abih'Yh

t h e  p a s t  o r  t h a t  a r e  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e j f a n d ]  ^y -

( 2 )  j c a b i n s j o w n e d  by t h e  s t a t e  and  u s e d  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  r e c r e ­

a t i o n a l  u s e .

* S e c .  A. T h i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

H B  5 6 1 - A - )
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE R E S O URCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 561 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF A LASKA 

FOURTE ENTH LEGI SL A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to public use cabins; and providing

for an effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LEGISLAT URE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. L E G I S L A T I V E  PURPOSE. The legislature determines that it 

is in the public interest to create the A l a s k a  Publi c Use Cabin S y s t e m  and

place w i t h i n  that system cabins owned or b uilt by th' state on the reserved

or u n r e s e r v e d  public land of the state and that the s y stem be m a n a g e d  for 

the ben efit of the residents of the state and visitors to the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 1 . 2 1 . Uzu(a) is emended to read:

(a) The Depart m e n t  of Natural Resources shall

(1) develop a continui ng pl an for the c o n s e r v a t i o n  and

m a x i m u m  use in the public interest of the scenic, historic, archaeo-

logic, scientific, biological, and recreationa l resou r c e s  of the 

s t a t e ;

(2) plan for and develop a system of state parks and r e c r e­

ational facilities, to be e s t a b l i s h e d  as the legis lature authorizes

and directs;

(3) acquire by gift, purchase, or trans fer from state or 

federal agencies, or from individuals, corporations, partne r s h i p s  or 

associations, land necessary, suitable and proper for roadside, p i c­

nic, r e c r e a t i o n a l ^  or park purposes;

(4) control, develop and m a i n t a i n  state parks and r e c r e­

ational areas;

-1- CS H B 5 6 1 (Res)
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1 (5) p ro vid e  f o r  the a c q u is i t io n ,  care, c o n t r o l ,  super-

2 v i s i o n ,  improvement, development, e x te n s io n ^  and maintenance o f  p u b lic

3 r e c r e a t io n a l  land, and mike necessary arrangements, c o n tr a c ts ^  or

4 c mmitments fo r  the improvement and development o f  land acquired under

5 AS 41. 21. 010 -  41. 21. 040;

6 (6) adopt, in  accordance w ith  t h is  s e c t io n  and the A d m inis-

7 t r a t i v e  Procedure Act (AS 44. 6 2 ) ,  r e g u la t io n s  governing the use and

8 d e s ig n a tin g  in c o m p a tib le  uses w i t h i n  the boundaries o f  s t a t e  park and

9 r e c r e a t io n a l  areas to  p r o te c t  the p ro p e rty  and to preserve the peace;

(7) cooperate w ith  the U n ite d  St at es and i t s  agencies and 

lo c a l  s u b d iv is io n s  o f  the s t a t e  t o  secure the e f f e c t iv e  s u p e r v is io n ,

12 improvement, development, e x te n s io n ,  and maintenance o f  s t a t e  parks,

13 s t at e  monuments, s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  areas, and s t a t e  r e c r e a t io n a l  areas,

14 and secure agreements or c o n tra c ts  f o r  the purpose o f  AS 41. 21. 010 -

15 41. 21. 040;

(8) encourage the o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  sta^e p u b l ic  park and

10

11

16

17 recreational activities in the local political subdivisions of the

18 state;

19

20 

2 1

(9) pro vide for co nsul t i n g  service d e s ign ed to develop

local park and recrea t i o n  facilities and programs;

(10) provide c l e a r i n g - h o u s e  services for other state agen-

22 cies concerned w i t h  p a r k  and r e c r e a t i o n  matters; and

23 (11) p e r f o r m  other duties as are prescr i b e d  by ex ecutive

24 order or by law;

(12) m a i n t a i n  m e m o r i a l s  to A l a s k a  veterans located in state

26 p a r k s ;

27 (13) adopt, in a ccord a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Proc edure

Act (AS 44.62), regul a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the use of the Chena R i v e r  State

R e c r e a t i o n  Ar ea and desig n a t i n g  incompatible uses w i t h i n  the

CSHB 5 6 1 (Res) -2-
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1 bounda r i e s  of the Chena R i v e r  State R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  in a c c o r d a n c e  with

2 AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 4 9 0 x

3 (14) m a n a g e  the cabins owned by the state u n d e r  AS 41.-

4 21.880.

8 * Sec. 3. AS 41.21 is a m ended  by adding a n e w  section to article 7 to

6 read:

7 Sec. 41.21.880. P UBLIC USE CABINS. (a) T here is e s t a b l i s h e d  a

8 system of public use cabins to be m a n a g e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  and

9 called the A l a s k a  Public Use C abin System. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall

publicize the existence of the p u blic use cabins and m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n  system for the cabins.

12 (b) The commis s i o n e r  shall e s t a b l i s h  a fee schedule for the use

13 of the cabins. The com mis s i o n e r  m a y  r e c o v e r  p r o g r a m  costs t h rough the

admin i s t r a t i o n  of a p r o g r a m  receipts account, subject to legislative 

approval. In e s t a b l i s h i n g  the fees, the commis s i o n e r  shall consider

(1) the cost to the state of building, renovating, and

10

11

14

15

16

17 m a i n t a i n i n g  the cabins;

18 (2) the cost of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  r e servatio ns and collecti ng

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

the fees charged for use of the cabins; and

(3) the public interest.

(c) Cabins that w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on public land w i t h o u t  proper 

au t h ority and that have b e e n  or w i l l  be acquired by the state m a y  be 

re n o v a t e d  by the commi s s i o n e r  for inclusi on in the A l a s k a  P u b l i c  Use 

Cabin System. W i t h i n  a v a i lable appropriations, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  may 

b u i l d  or acquire cabins for i n c l u s i o n  in the cabin system. Under 

state contracting proc e d u r e s  the comm is s i o n e r  m a y  contract for the 

construction, rehabilitation, operation, and m a i n t e n a n c e  of cabins 

w i t h i n  the system.

(d) The com mi s s i o n e r  m a y  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  local groups and wit h

-3- uSHB 5 6 1 (Res)



W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  DRAFT

1 state and federal agencies to maintain and improve the cabin system.

2 The commissioner shall evaluate existing and potential cabin sites and

3 conduct resource planning and public review in the process of des-

4 ignating cabins into the system. The commissioner may develop an

5 operational plan for the renovation, construction, or removal of

6 cabins.

7 (e) In establishing and managing a public use cabin system on

state game refuges, critical habitat areas, and game sanctuaries8

9 established under AS 16.20, the commissioner shall obtain the concur-

10

11

rence of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish and game.

(f) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall make an annual report to the legis^a-

12 ture on the costs, o c c u p a n c y  rates, fees collected, the n u m b e r  and

13 location of cabins in the system, and other i n f o r m a t i o n  considered

14 relevant  by the commissioner.

15 I (g) In this section, "public use cabins" includes cabins desig-

16 n a t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  that

17 (II w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on state land w i t h o u t  p roper authority

of law and that have bei-n acqui r e d  b y  the state in the past or that 

are acquired by the state in the future and meet m i n i m u m  standards for 

safety and liability requirements;  or

(2) are cabins owned b y  the state and u s e d  for temporary

22 | recreat ional vise.

23 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately in accord a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.

24 1 0 . 0 7 0(c).

25

26

27

28 

29

18

19

20 

21
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R EPR ESEN TA T IV E DON CLOCKSIN
Alaska House of Representatives

M A J O R I T Y  L E A D E R
1 0 2 4  W E S T  S I X T H  A V E N U E  

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  ° 9 5 0 1  
( 9 0 7 )  2 7 4 - 4 0 3 1

W H I L E  I N  J U N E A  
P O U C H  V  

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  S w i .  I 
( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 0 4

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Representative Herrmann DATE: February 24, 1986
Representative Shultz 
Co-Chairs
Resources Committee

' \
FROM: Representative Don Clocksin SUBJECT: HB 561

Majority Leader J

Thank you for granting my request that the Resources Committee 
conduct hearings on House Bill 561, "an act relating to public 
use cabins."

This legislation would create the Alaska Public Use Cabin 
System to be managed by the Department of Natural Resources 
for recreational uses by the residents of Alaska and visitors 
to the state. Explanatory materials are attached.

Attachments
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  F e b r u a r y  18, 1986

SUBJECT: P u blic u s e  cabins
(HB 561)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Don Clocksin

FROM: R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y  /w
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counsel^)

John Ellis h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a sect ional analy s i s  of the above 
described bill.

As a p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r ,  n o t e  that a sectio nal a n a l y s i s  or 
summary of a bil l s h o u l d  not be considered an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
interpretation of the b i l l  and the bill i tself is the b e s t  
statement o f  its contents. If you w o u l d  like an i n t e r p r e t a­
tion of the b i l l  as it m a y  apply to a p a r t i c u l a r  set of c i r­
cumstances, p l e a s e  advise.

Section 1 of the bill states l e gislative p u r p o s e  in the 
e stablishment of a p u b l i c  use cabin system.

Section 2 of the b i l l  a m e n d s  AS 41.21.020(a ), a s e c t i o n  
dealing w i t h  the d u t i e s  of the Depart m e n t  of N a t u r a l  
Resources w i t h  r e g a r d  to AS 41.21, Parks and R e c r e a t i o n a l  
Facilities. A  n e w  p a r a g r a p h  (14) is added r e l a t i v e  to the 
subject of this bill.

Section 3 of the bill p r o v i d e s  the s u b s t a n t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 
the bill. It adds a n e w  section, Sec. 41.21.880, to a r t i c l e  
7, an article r e l a t i n g  to "trails, footpaths, and c a m p s i t e s . "  
The section e s t a b l i s h e s  the " A l aska Public Use C a b i n  S y s t e m . "

Sec. 880(b) p r o v i d e s  that the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a 
fee schedule for use of cabins w i t h i n  the "s ystem". C o n­
siderations to b e  u s e d  in s e t t i n g  the fees are provided.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Clocksin
P a g e  2

F e b r u a r y  18, 1 9 8 6

Sec. 880(c) provides that the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  renovate the 
cabins " c o n s t r u c t e d  on public land w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  authority' 
The a u t h o r i t y  to build or a c q u i r e  cabins is al so granted.

Sec. 880(d) permits the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to " c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  
local g r o u p s "  and with other state and federal a g e n cies to 
maint a i n  and improve the " s y s t e m . "

Sec. 880(e) requires the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to m a k e  an annual 
report to the legislature on s tated a s p ects of the " s y s t e m . 1

Sec. 880(f) defines the term " p u b l i c  use cabins".

Section 4 o f  the bill p r o vides an i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  date.

If I may b e  of further a ssistance,  p l e a s e  advise.

R A B :csh 
c5/078
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L a w m a k e r s  c o n s i d e r  s t a t e  c a b i n  s y s t e m
B , BRUC E S C A N D L IN O  •  •  - • 

In *  A s s o r t e d  prase

J U N E A U  —  B a c k p a c k e r s , 

f ia h e r r a e o  e n d  b u n W n  w o u ld  

L e  a b le  lo  h a n g  I h e l r  b a l l  la  

•  U i u l  100 s ta le - o w n e d  re c re a ­

t io n a l  c a b in s  a r o u n d  A l a i k a ,  

i f  a n e w  I r g l t l e ' i v e  p r o p o a a l 

L r v u m r i  l a w .

T h e  H a l t  p r o g r a m  w c u ld  

L t  m o d e le d  a l t e r  a c a b in  s y s ­

te m  r u n  b y  I h e  U .S .  F o r m  

S e rv ic e  In  A la s k a ,  l a i d  S e n . 

J u t  J o s e p b s o n , a n  A n c h o r a g e  

I ie m u c r e t  w h o  It  o n a  o f  Ib a  

t p u n i o n  o f  th e  p r o p o s a l .

B u t  such  a p r o c r a m  c o u ld  

la c e  t o u c h  o p p o s it io n  f r o m  

S e n a te  P re s id e n t  D o n  Ben- 

n e l l .  a F a i r b a n k s  R e p u b l ic a n  

w h o  has  f o u f h t  i g a l n i t  th e  

s i n e  t a k e o v e r  o f  o n c e - p r lv a te  

c a b in s

J o t r p h s o n  s a id  b e  p la n n e d  

t o  u n v e i l  h i t  p r o p o s a l  

W e d n e s d a y  A n  Id e n t ic a l m e a ­

su re  w a s  In t r o d u c e d  T u e s d a y  

in  t h e  H o u s e  b y  M a jo r i t y  

l e a d e r  D o n  C lo c k s in , D-An- 

r r . o r a i r .  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  a 

iSoten co  s p o n s o rs ,

T h e  p r o p o s a l w o u ld  c re a te

Official works, 
on bid to hold 
Alaska summit
lea Aoxutad Praia

J U N E A U  -  A la s k a ' i  s t i l l  

in  .h e  r u n n l n i  a t  a t i l e  fo r  

Ih r  n e i l  s u m m it  m e e t in g  b e ­

tw e e n  P r e s id e n t  R o n a ld  Rea- 

r s n  a n d  S o v le t  L e a d e r  M lk -  

l a i l  G o r b a c h e v , b u t  It 'a  too  

e a r ly  lo  c o u n t  o n  w l n n l n |  th e  

t a m p a lg n ,  s a y a  a n  A la s k a  of- 

f i n a l  In  W a s h ln | t o n .

T h #  S e n a te  S la t e  A f f a ir s  

C V n m lt t r e  la s t  w e e k  p i t t e d  a 

l e s o lu t l o n  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n  

A l i k e  s u m m it  a f t e r  h e a r in g

•  t r a in s  re p o r t  o n  th e  b id  

l i u m  J o h n  K a l i .  G o v . B i l l  

S r . r l l l r l d ' s  W a s h ln c lo n  res- 

p r e t e n la l l v c .

K a l i  S o ld  She c o m m it t e e  

i n  r i  t e le p h o n e  h o o k - u p  th a t  

S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  o f f ic ia l s  

I . s i r  s lo w e d  e f fo r t s  lo  f in d  a 

m e  bec au se  th e  s u m m it ,  o r lg -  

I I I , i l l y  p la n n e d  f o r  a o m e l lm e  

‘. t h is  s u m m e r , h a s  b e e n  post- 

- pur,. J u n t i l  a u t u m n .

' " T in y  c a u t io n e d  u a  n o t  lo  

i , «  i . p i l r e l t l l e  o r  lo o  ra is e
• - -

th e  A la s k a  P u b l ic  U s e  C a b in  

S y s te m  a n d  set a s id e  m o n e y  

f o r  th e  s ta te  to  r e f u r b is h  p r i ­

v a t e  c a b in s  It  h a s  r e c e n t ly  

t a k e n  o v e r . ’

A  1984 r e g u la t io n  c h a n g e  

a a ld  p e o p le  w h o  b u i l t  so- 

c a l le d  “ t r e ip a s a  c a b in s "  o n  

s t a le  la n d  c o u ld  r e g is t e r  t h e m  

In  e x c h a n g e  f o r  l i f e t im e  t i t le  

to  th e  p r o p e r t y .

,  B u t  u n r e g is t e r e d  c a b in s  a re  

'  'b e in g  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  th e  s ta te , 

u n d e r  t h a t  r u le .  T h e  a ta ta  

c o u ld  t v e n t u a l l y  t a k e  o v e r  

d o z e n s  o f  u n c la im e d  c a b ln a , 

a a ld  N e l l  J o h a n n s e n , d ir e c t o r  

o f  th e  a ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a r k s  

H e  s a id  th e  p r o p o s a l  w o u ld  

r e q u ir e  a b o u t  ( 100,000 a n n u a l­

l y  to  set u p  a r e s e r v a t io n  

s y s te m  —  a n d  p a y  f o r  r e m o d ­

e l in g  c a b in s . A b o u t  I )  to  30 
'  c a b in s  c o u ld  b e  a d d e d  to  the  

s y s te m  e v e r y  y e a r , J o h a n n s e n  

. s a id . It  w o u ld  cost b e tw e e n  

(10  a n d  (13  a n ig h t  to  re s e rv e  

a  c a b in .

J o h a n n s e n  p e g g e d  t h e  a v e r ­

a g e  r e m o d e l in g  cost a t ( 3 , (XX) 

to  ( 0,000 p e r  c a b in ,  a n d  a a ld  

th e  p r o g r a m  c o u ld  p a y  ( o r

I t s e l f  w i t h in  t h re e  y e a rs  

M a n y  o f  Ih e  n e w ly  r e f u r ­

b is h e d  c a b in s  w o u ld  b e  lo c a t ­

e d  In  S o u t h c e n t r a l A la s k a ,  

s in c e  t h a t 's  w h e r e  d u ie n s  o f  

u n c la im e d  c a b ln a  a r e  lo c a t e d , 

J o h a n n s e n  s a id

" T h e  t r ic k  Is  lo  I n i t i a l l y  

m a k e  a u re  y o u  c o n c e n t ra te  o n  

q u a l i t y  e a b ln a  I n  h lg h - d e -  

m a n d  a r e a s ,"  h e  a a ld  

O f  t h e  177 fo re s t  s e rv ic e  

c a b in s  In  A l a i k a .  140 a r t  lo ­

c a te d  In  th e  T o n g a s i  N a t io n a l  

F o re s t  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a .  

T h a  res t a re  In  th e  C h u g a c h  

N a t io n a l  F o re s t  o f  S o u t h c e n ­

t r a l  A la s k a .

J o h a n n ie n  s a id  t h e  s ta te  

a l r e a d y  o p e ra te s  a b o u t  30 c a b ­

in s  In  A la s k a ,  s e v e ra l n e a r  

N a n c y  L a k e  n o r t h  o f  A n c h o r ­

a g e . B u t  th e  e m p h a s is  Is  t u r n ­

in g  a w a y  f r o m  b u i l d i n g  n e w  

c a b ln a , w h ic h  cost u p  to  ( 15,- 

000 e a c h .

TTie s la t e  c o u ld  o p e r a t e  as 

m a n y  as  100 c a b in s  w i t h in  

f iv e  y e a n ,  u n d e r  t h e  p la n .  

J o h a n n s e n  a a ld .

J o s e p h s o n  s a id  t h r  p r o p o s ­

a l  s h o u ld  n o t  sc a re  p e o p le

t .

Nati.e

N e w  Life F ellow s h i p

presents

\r
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W E S T  HI GH S C H O O L  A U D I T O R I U M

1700 Hlllcrest Drive
New Cro/wn EwXl Nl/tt 

JONGS IN NATIVE LANGUAGES
in s t r u m e n t a l  a n d  v o c a l  g r o u p s

NATIVE TESTIMONIES

w h o  a lr e a d y  o w n  c a b ln a  In  

A la s k a .

" C a b in  o w n e r a  w i l l  b« u n ­

a f fe c te d  b y  t h is  b i l l ,  a n d  e v e n  

th o se  w i t h  t re s p a s s  c a b ln a  a re  

b e in g  g r a n t e d  l i f e t im e  per- 

m it e ,"  h e  a a ld . " O n ly  u n ­

c la im e d  tre s p a ss  c a b in s  a n d  

th o se  w i t h  e x p i r in g  p e rm it s  

w i l l  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s y s ­

t e m  "

B e n n e t t  s a id  I t 'a  n o t  th e  

i t a t e ' i  b u t ln e s s  to  t a k e o v e r  

a n d  m a n a g e  c a b ln a  o n c e  

o w n e d  b y  p r iv a t e  c it iz e n s .

" I  t h in k  w e ' r e  b e lt e r  o f f  to  

le t  th e  o e o p lc  n u n  t h e m  a n d  

d e c id e  I f  t h e y  w a n t  to  re n t  

t h e m  o u t ,"  B e n n e t t  a a ld  T u e s ­

d a y . " T h a t  w a y ,  It  d o e s n 't  

co-.t a n y t h in g  lu  m a n a g e ."

Burglar strikes home twice, • 
steals gold dust and jewelry
c r i m e s t o p p e r s / S 7 4 - S T Q P

A  h o u s e  a lo n g  R a b b it  

C te e k  R o a d  w a s  b u r g la r ­

iz e d  tw ic e  b e tw e e n  N o v e m ­

b e r  33 a n d  N o v c n tb e t  30 . 

B o th  t im e s  e n t r y  w a t  m a d e  

t h r o u g h  w in d o w s . T h e  b u r ­

g la r  w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  f a m i l ­

ia r  w i t h  th e  d o g . th e  a la r m  

s y s te m  a n d  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  

th e  h o m e .

T a k e n  In  th e  l i n t  b u r ­

g la r y  w a s  a s m a l l ,  s q u a re , 

b lu e  a a fc  w i t h  w h e e l ) ,  

w e ig h in g  b e tw e e n  100 to  

130 p o u n d s  I n  t h e  la t t e r  

b r e a k - ln , a  second  s a fe  w a s

jp e n e d  M o r e  t h a n  300 
ounces  o f  g o ld  d u s t , g o ld  

n u g ge ts  a n d  s i lv e r  In g o ts , 

a lo n g  w i t h  a  q u a n t it y  o f  

c o in s , w a tc h e s . J e w e lry  a n d  

p e rs o n a l Ite m s  w e r e  s to le n  

w it h  th e  t w o  s a fe s .

T o  d a t e . C r lm e s lo p p e r t  

In f o r m a t io n  h as  le d  to  the  

a r r e it  o f  33 p e o p le  In  c o n ­

n e c t io n  w i t h  m o re  t h a n  100 
fc u rg lc r le s . S h o u ld  y o u r  I n ­

fo r m a t io n  le a d  to a n  a r re s t  

a n d  In d ic t m e n t , y o u  w o u ld  

be  e l ig ib le  f o r  u p  lo  ( 1,000 
In  cash

A L C O H O L  A N D  D R U G  

A W A R E N E S S  H O U R
featuring

* CLANCY
director of the Midnight Mission 

In Los Angeles, California

M o n d a y ,  February 2 4 , 1 9 8 6  

8:00 p.m.

A n c h o r a g e  Hilton Hotel

For more  Information a b o u t  this specia l  event,  contact :  
THE ALASKA COUNCIL, 349-6602
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A n m o r a ^ e ;  
D a i  l y  N e w s

Katherine Fanning, Editor and PubSshor 1871  to 1 9 6 3  Z 
Lawrence Fanning, Editor and Pubfeher 1 0 6 7  to .1971 ; »”
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Al*ik*’» Ooty Mooting N*wip*p« ♦ Founded In (946 by Noonan C. Browwi

C a t c h i n g  t h e  r i g h t  

k i n d  o f  c a b i n  f e v e r
The “ duck shack” controversy never w ill be resolved 

to  everyone’s satisfaction, bu t h e re ’s a p ro g ram  fo r using 
some of the so-called trespass cabins b u ilt on s ta te  land 
th a t m akes sense. Under term s of id en tica l b ills  in tro ­
duced in  th e  H ouse and Senate th is  w eek , abou t 100 of 
the  cabins w ould be converted in to p u b lic  recreation  
cabins m anaged by  the state ..

A 1984 change in state reg u la tion s m an d a ted  th a t 
people who b u ilt the cabins on s ta te  land  could reg ister 
them  in  exchange for lifetim e t i t l e  to  them . C abins th a t 
w ere no t reg istered  are being ta k e n  over b y  th e  s ta te . .

The program  would be s im ila r to  th e  U .S . F orest 
Service’s h igh ly  popular recreation  cabin  system . The 
177 Forest Service cabins are so p o pu lar w ith  cam pers 
here th ey ’re booked solid ev ery  sum m er. T h ere’s no 
reason w hy th e  s ta te  can’t expect a s im ila r response to 
its  recreational cabins — especially  since m an y  are 
located *n southcen tral Alaska, w here dem an d  is g rea t­
est. ~ "<•’

D ivision of P ark s  Director N eil JohM m seri says the 
fu ll 100 cabins could be open to  th e  pu b lic  w ith in  five 
years. A lthough Mr. Johannsen es tim a tes  i t  w o u ld  cost 
betw een $2,000 and $3,000 to re fu rb ish  each  cab in , he 
predicts th e  cabins w ill pay for them selves w ith in  th ree 
years w ith  $1Q-$15 nightly fees.

N iw  cabins are  so expensive — abou t $15,000 apiece — 
th a t the conversion of duck shacks in to  m odest recrea­
tional cabins is a real bargain. T he s ta te  sh o u ld n ’t  pass 
up th is o p p o rtu n ity  to put these abandoned  duck shacks 
to good use.



N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S I I A A C  6 5 . 0 1 C 
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C H A P T E R  6 5 .
P E R S O N A L  U S E  C A B I N  P E R M I T S

S e c t i o n
1 0 . A p p l i c a b i l i t y
2 0 . A p p l i c a t i o n s
3 0 . A p p l i c a t i o n  fee
4 0 . R e n e w a l s
50' . P e r m i t  d e c i s i o n
6 0 . D e n s i t y  w i t h i n  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  a n d

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s
7 0 . C o n f l i c t s ®  a p p l i c a t i o n s
SO. O w n e r s h i p  a n d  r e m o v a l
9 0 . C o n d i t i o n s  o f  p e r m i t

1 0 0 . A p p e a l s
I 10 . P u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n s
9 0 0 . D e f i n i t i o n s

I I  A A C  6 5 . 0 1 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y .  T h i s  
c h a p t e r  a p p l i  :s t o  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  
u s e  c a b i n  p e r m i t s  f o r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  c a b i r . s  p l a c e d  
o n  s t a t e  l a n d  b e f o r e  A u g u s t  1.  1 9 S 4 .  C a b i n s  
b u i l t  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  a f t e r  A u g u s t  1 , 1 9 8 4  w i l l  n o t  
b e  a u t h o r i z e d .  A p e r m i t  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  d o e s  
n o t  c o n v e y  a n  i n t e r e s t  in s t a t e  l a n d  o r  e s t a b l i s h  
a p r e f e r e n c e  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  l e a s e  o r  p u r c h a s e  o f  
s t a t e  l a n d .  It is t h e  e x p r e s s  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
t o  p h a s e  o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  u n a u t h o r i z e d  c a b i n s  o n  
s t a t e  l a n d ,  a n d  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  c o n v e — m  
t o  p u b l i c  u se .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 8 4 ,  R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 S . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 S . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I !  A A C  6 5 . 0 2 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N ' S ,  ( a )  A n  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a p e r m i t  t o  u s e  a n  e x i s t i n g  c a b i n  
o n  s t a t e  l a n d  m u s t

( I )  be  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d u r i n g  a 
o C - d a y  a p p l i c a t i o n  p e r i o d  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  d e ­
p a r t m e n t  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  b y  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ;  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  p e r i o d  wi l l  be  o p e n  f o r  o n e  t i m e  
o n l y  b y  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n ;

121 b e  m a d e  o n  a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t :

( 3 )  b e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  c o r r e c t  t o  t h e  be s .  o f  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ’s k n o w l e d g e :

( 4 )  c o n t a i n  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c a b i n  a n d  
s i t e :

( 5 ) c o n t a i n  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
• e o f  t h e  c a b i n  a n d  s i t e ;

( 6 ) b e  s i g ned  a n d  d a t e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  o r .  
in t h e  ca se  o f  a g r o u p  o f  a p p l i c a n t s ,  b y  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t ' s  a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n t .

( b )  A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
m u s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

( 1 )  a S 2 5  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e ;

( 2 ) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a b i n  s i t e  o n  a 
U n i t e d  S t a l e s  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  m a p  3 t 
1 : 6 3 . 3 6 0  sca l e  I ! "  t o  ! m i l e ;  o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ;

( 3 )  a p h o t o g r a p h  ( p r i n t )  o f  t h e  c a b i n  t a k e n
w i t h i n  r l ic p a s t  y e a r ;

- •

( J )  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s t o r i c  
u s e  a n d  o c c u p a n c y ;

( 5 )  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a n y  p r i o r  i n v e s t m e n t s  •“ 
i n  t h e  c a b i n :  a n d

f  t) a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a  o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  
d i n  c t o r .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 3 4 .  R 9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 3 . 0 r 0 2 0

A S  3 S . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4  1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I I  A A C  6 5 . 0 3 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  F E E .  T h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  fee  r e q u i r e d  b y  1 1 A A C  6 5 . 0 2 0  is 
n o t  r e f u n d a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  s h o u l d  ha ve  b e e n  m a d e  u n d e r  a d i f f e r ­
e n t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  m a y  b e  a p p l i e d  
t o  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r  
( E f f .  I 2 / 1 6 / 8 4 ,  Reg.  6 2 )
A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 S . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I 1 A A C  6 5 . 0 4 0 .  R E N E W A L S ,  ( a )  A p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  r e n e w a l  o f  a p e r m i t  m u s t  b e  m a d e  i n  w r i t i n g  
a t  l e a s t  9 0  d a y s ,  b u t  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  1 8 0  d a y s ,  
b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r m i t .

( b )  A  p e r m i t  will  b e  r e n e w e d  i f  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  
u s e  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  I I  A A C  6 5 . 0 5 0  -  I I  A A C  
6 5 . 9 0 0 .

( c )  A p e r m i t  i s sued  a n d  r e n e w e d  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  s va l i d  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e t i m e  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  h o l d e r  o f  t h a t  p e r m i t .  ( E f f .  I 2 / 1 6 / S 4 ,  
R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4 1 2 1 . 0 2 0
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1 I A A C  6 5 . 0 5 0 .  P E R M I T  D E C I S I O N ,  ( a )  T h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  wi l l  issue a n d  r e n e w  a n  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
c a b i n  p e r m i t  i f  t he  d i r e c t o r  f i n d s  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is f o r  a c a b i n  t h a t  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  
A S  3 S . 0 4 . 0 3 5 ( 4 )  a n d  d o e s  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t n e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  c r i t e r i a  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( b )  o f  t i i i s  
s e c t i o n .

( b )  N o  p e r m i t  will  b e  i s s u e d  f o r  a c a b i n  o n  
. s t a t e  l a n d

( 1 )  w h e r e  a s u b d i v i s i o n  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s a l e  
h a s  o c c u r r e d  o r  is a n t i c i p a t e d  o r  s c h e d u l e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t he  p e r m i t ;

( 2 ) w h e r e  h o m e s t e a d s  a r e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  
f u t u r e  d i s p o s a l ,  un less  t h e  d i s p o s a l  is n o t  a n t i c i ­
p a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  p e r m i t ;

( 3 )  i f  t h e  l a n d  has  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u ­
t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  E n t i t l e m e n t  A c t ,  A S  
2 9 . I S ;

( 4 )  in s t a t e  pa rk  u n i t s ,  l a n d  m a n a g e d  u n d e :  
a n  i n t e r a g e n c y  l and m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t ,  
l a n d  c l a s s i f i e d  as r e s e r v e d  u s e .  o r  w h e r e  t h e  i s s u ­
a n c e  o f , p e r m i t  w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  
p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se ;

( 5 )  t h a t  is s h o r e l a n d .  s u b m e r g e d  l a n d ,  o r  t i d e -  
l a n d ;

( 6 ) t h a t  s e rv es  an  i m p o r t a n t  e c o l o g i c a l  f u n c ­
t i o n .  o r  is e sp ec i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  h u m a n  d i s ­
t u r b a n c e .  as  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t :

( 7 )  l o c a t e d  c lose  t o  a c e n t e r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n :

( 8 ) w h e r e  m a te r i a l  e x t r a c t i o n ,  t i m b e r  s a l e s ,  
m i n i n g ,  o r  i n t e ns iv e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  d e ­
v e l o p m e n t  is s c h e d u l e d  o r  a n t i c i p a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
t e r m  o f  t h e  p e r m i t :

( 9 )  o v e r l y i n g  a m i n i n g  l o c a t i o n  o r  m i n e r a l  
l e a s e  i f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a c a b i n  
m a y  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  
l o c a t i c . j  o r  m i n e r a l  l ease  d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  
p e r m i t ;

( I G j  u n d e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  p r o p o s e d  f o r  a 
p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  o r  h i g h w a y  r i g l u - o f - v v a y  u n l e s s  it 
is c l e a r  t h a t  t he  i n t e n d e d  u s e  w i l l  n o t  o c c u r  
d u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t he  p e r m i t ;

i i n.-w oe.uai
I I A A C  6 5 . 0 8 "

( 1 1 )  fo r  w h i c h  a  N a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t  a p p l i c a  
l i o n  is o n  r e c o r d  w i t h  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n  
a e e m e n t ,  o r  o n  l a n d  v a l i d l y  s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  i h t  
A l a s k a  N a t i ve  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ;

( 12 ) a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d  w i t h i n  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  
d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e  o r  c r i t i c a l  l u b i i a  
a r e a ;

( 1 3 )  in a l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  g a m e  
s a n c t u a r y ;

( 1 4 )  w h e r e  t h e  c a b i n  is u s e d  a s  a p e r m a n e n t  
r e s i d e n c e ;  o r

( 1 5 )  i f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  u se  m a y  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  be  
a l l o w e d  u n d e r  m o t h e r  c h a p t e r  o f  t h i s  t i t l e .  ( E f f .  
1 2 / I 6 / S 4 ,  Reg.  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 S . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4  1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I !  A A C  6 5 . 0 6 0 .  D E N S I T Y  W I T H I N  S T A T E  
C A M E  R E F U G E S  A N D  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  
A R E A S .  D e n s i t i e s  a n d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  
c a b i n s  w i t h i n  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  
h a b i t a t  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b a s e d  u p o n  
h a b i t a t  t y p e ,  w i l d l i f e  s e a s o n a l  u s e  p a t t e r n s ,  
w i l d l i f e  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  a p ­
p l i c a n t ' s  p r o p o s e d  t y p e  a n d  s e a s o n  o f  u s e .  P e r ­
m i t s  wi l l  be  i s s u e d  i f  t h e  d e n s i t y  a n d  c o n f i g u r a ­
t i o n  o f  c a b i n s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  u s e s  3 r e  n o t  f o u n d  
in  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  ( 1 ) t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  d u r i n g  
t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  p e r m i t ,  ( 2 ) t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r  
e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  
a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s ,  o r  ( 3 )  g e n e r a  o u b i i c  u s e  
( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 8 4 ,  R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 0 5 0  A S  3 S . 0 4 . 9 0 0

A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 5 0  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 2 0
A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  4  1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

11 A A C  6 5 . 0 7 0 .  C O N F L I C T I N G  A P P L I C A ­
T I O N S .  If  t h e  d i r e c t o r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t w o  o r  
m o r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  c a b i n  a r e  e q u a l l y  
v a l i d ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  c h o o s e  t h e  p e r m i t t e e  
b y  l o t t e r y  f r o m  t h e  v a l i d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  
( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 8 4 .  R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

11 A A C  6 5 . 0 S 0 .  O W N E R S H I P  A N D  R E ­
M O V A L .  ( a )  E x c e p t  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in
( b )  o r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a c a b i n  s u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  is t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r l y  o f  t h e

I 1 - 2 3 7
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a n d  r e m a i n s  so  fo r  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e
^ p e r m i t .

( b )  A c a b i n  n o t  a p p l i e d  f o r u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  
b e c o m e s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i f  n o t  r e ­
m o v e d  w i t h i n  6 0  d a y s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  b y  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t .

( c )  U p o n  r e v o c a t i o n  o r  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a p e r m i t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r e n e w a l s  o f  i t .  o r  i f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  
m a d e  b u t  n o  p e r m i t  i s s u e d ,  t h e  c a b i n  b e c o m e s  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i f  n o t  r e m o v e d  w i t h i n  
6 0  d a v s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  b v  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  ( E f f .  
1 2 / 1 6 / S 4 .  Re g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 8 . 0 4 , 0 3 5  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 S . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4  1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I I A A C  6 5 . 0 9 0 .  C O N D I T I O N S  O F  P E R M I T .  
A  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r

( 1 ) is va l i d  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  u p  t o  s i x  y e a r s ;

( 2 ) m a y  i n c l u d e  s i t e - s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
u s e ,  su c h  a s  s e a s o n a l  u s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  b y  t h e  d ;  ’ a m e n t  a n d ,  o n  g a m e  
r e f u g e s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s ,  b y  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  C a m e ;

( 3 )  is a l id  " n l e < e  «- ' . jned b y  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  
i n d i v i d u a l  t i n  E - p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
C a m e  i f  t h e  , m i t  is i u .  a c a b i n  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
a s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e  o r  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a :

( 4 )  is n o t  va l i d  u n l e s s  a n  a n n u a l  r e n t a l  f ee  o f  
S I 0 0  is t i m e l y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

( 5 )  is n o t  va l i d  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r m i t  is s i g n e d  b y  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  o r  a p p l i c a n t ’s a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n t ;  
a n d

( 6 ) wi l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e n e r a l  s t i p u ­
l a t i o n s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s :

( A )  t h e  p e r m i t  d o e s  n o t  c o n v e y  a n  
i n t e r e s t  in s t a t e  l a n d  o r  g r a n t  a n y  p r e f e r e n c e  
r i g h t  l o r  t h e  l e a s e  o r  p u r c h a s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d ;

( B )  t h e  p e r m i t  is r e v o c a b l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
u p o n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a n y  o f  i ts t e r m s ,  c o n d i ­
t i o n s .  o r  s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  u p o n  n o n p a y m e n t  
o f  fee s ,  o r  u p o n  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a n y  
o t h e r  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

( C )  t h e  p e r m i t  is n o t  t r a n s f e r a b l e  o r  
a s s i g n a b l e ;

( D )  t h e  p e r m i t  m u s t  be  d i s p l a y e d  in 
g e n e r a l  v i e w  o n  t h e  c a b i n  a t  a l l  l i m e s ;

( E )  n o  a d d i t i o n s  t o  o r  e n l a r g e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  c a b i n  a r e  a l l o w e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  r o u t i n e  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  u p k e e p :

( F )  al l  g a r b a . - .  a n d  f o r e i g n  d e b r i s  b r o u g h t  
i n t o ,  o r  p l a c e d  o n .  t h e  c a b i n  s i t e  m u s t  b e  r e ­
m o v e d  b y  t h e  p e r m i t t e e  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  a u ­
t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r :

( G )  t h e  s t a t e  m u s t  be  h e l d  h a r m l e s s  f r o m  
al l  c l a i m s ,  d e m a n d s ,  s u i t s ,  l o s s ,  l i a b i l i t y ,  a n d  
e x p e n s e  f o r  i n j u r y  t o .  o r  d e a t h  o f .  a  p e r s o n  
a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  o r  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  u s e s  
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  p e r m i t ;

( H )  i f  t h e  c a b i n  is d e s t r o y e d  o r  d a m a g e d  
b e y o n d  r e p a i r ,  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is n o t  
a u t h o r i z e d  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  w r i t t e n  a p p r o v a l  o f  
t h e  d i r e c t o r ;  t h i s  a p p r o v a l  m a y  n o t  b e  u n ­
r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h h e l d ;

( I )  t h e  c a b i n  m a >  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r a  c o m ­
m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  o r  as  a p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e ;

( J )  n o  n e w  r o a d  o r  t r a i i  a c r o s s  s t a t e  l a n d  
is a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  p e r m i t ,  a n d  a c c e s s  
m u s t  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
1 I A A C  9 6 ;

( K )  n o  r e s t r i c t i o n  o r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  
p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  o r  a c r o s s  s t a t e  l a n d  is 
a l l o w e d ;

( L )  t h e  p e r m i t  d o e s  n o t  r e l i e v e  t h e  p e r ­
m i t t e e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  s e c u r i n g  o t h e r  
n e c e s s a r y  s t a t e ,  f e d e r a l ,  o r  l o c a l  p e r m i t s  o r  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n s ;  a n d

( M )  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
r e q u i r e  m e a s u r e s  t o  m i t i g a t e  d i s r u p t i o n s  t o  
p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  t o  f i sh  a n d  w i l d ­
l i fe  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s ,  w h i c h  m a y  
b e  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  p e r m i t t e e ,  o r  o c c u r  a s  a 
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p e r m i t t e e ’s f a i l u r e  l o  c o m ­
p l y  w i t h  t h e  t e n s  o f  t h e  p e r m i t  o r  a n y

r
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a p p l i c a b l e  l a w .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 3 4 .  R e g .  9 2 )  
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 3 . 0 4  0 3 5  A S  3 S . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4  1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

I I  A A C  6 5 . 1 0 0 .  A P P E A L S ,  ( a )  T h e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  wi l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  o f  i t s  i n t e n t  t o  i ssue  
a p e r m i t  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i n  a n e w s p a p e r  o f  
g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a  
c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  p e r m i t .

( b )  A p e r s o n  w h o  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  a p e r m i t  d e c i ­
s i o n  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  a p e r m i t  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  a 
c a b i n  o n  a s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e  o r  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  
a r e a ,  m a y  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o r  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e ­
p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  T n e  
a p p e a l  m u s t  b e  in w r i t i n g  a n d  m u s t  b e  r e c e i v e d  
a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
w i t h i n  3G d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  A  
d e c i s i o n  o f  a c o m m i s s i o n e r  is t h e  f i n a l  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  e x h a u s t  a n  
a p p e l l a n t ’s j u d i c i a l  r e m e d i e s .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / S 4 ,  
R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S 3 S . 0 4 . 0 3 5  A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 9 0 0  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 0

11 A A C  6 5 . 1 1 0 .  P U B L I C  U S E  C A B I N S .  As  
o f  D e c e m b e r  17,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  wi l l  
c o n s i d e r  m a k i n g  a v a i i a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  u s e .  a n y  
c a b i n  f o r  w h i c h  a p e r m i t  is n o t  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r .  ( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 3 4 .  R e g .  9 2 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  
A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 2 0

I I  A A C  6 5 . 9 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  A s  u s e d  in 
t h i s  c h a p t e r ,

( I )  “ a p p l i c a n t "  m e a n s  a n  i n d i v i c u a !  o r  g r o u p  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  l e a s t  18  y e a r s  o i d  w h o  h a v e  
r e s i d e d  in A l a s k a  n o t  l es s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  i m ­
m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  
d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
o r  c o r p o r a t i o n ;

( 2 )  “ a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n t ”  m e a n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
w h o  is t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a g e n t  f o r  ;i g r o u p  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  a p p l i c a n t s ,  a n d  i:. o n e  o f  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t s :

( 3 )  " c a b i n ”  m e a n s  a p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  in 
e x i s t e n c e  a s  o f  A u g u s t  1, 1 9 S 4 .  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a t  
l e a s t  f o u r  w a l l s  a n d  a r o o f ,  a n d  u s c c  f o r  e a t i n g

a n d  s l e e p i n g ;  t h e  w o r d  i n c l u d e s  a  s e p a r a t  
s a n i t a r y  d e v i c e  o r  o u t h o u s e ,  a n d  s t o r a g e  a r e a  o  
c a c h e ;

( 4 )  " c o m m e r c i a l "  m e a n s  a n  a c t i o n  o r  o p e r a  
l i o n  t h a t  g e n e r a t e s  i n c o m e  f r o m  t h e  b u y i n g  
s e l l i n g ,  r e n t i n g ,  b a r t e r i n g ,  o r  t r a d i n g  o i  g o o d  
o r  s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  u s e  o f  a c a b i n :

( 5 )  “ d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;

( 6 )  " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  divi  
s i o n  o f  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  De 
p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s :

( 7 )  “ s h o r e l a n d "  m e a n s  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  th> 
s t a t e ,  w h i c h  is c o v e r e d  b y  n o n t i d a l  w a t e r  t h a t  i 
n a v i g a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
a n d  e x t e n d s  u p  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r l  
a s  m o d i f i e d  b y  a c c r e t i o n ,  e r o s i o n ,  o r  r e l i c t i o n :

( S )  “ s t a t e "  m e a n s  t h e  S t a l e  o f  A l a s k a ;

( 9 )  “ s u b m e r g e d  l a n d "  m e a n s  l a n d  c o v e r e d  b;  
t i d a l  w a t e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  l i n e  o f  m e a n  l o w  w a t e  
a n d  s e a w a r d  t o  a d i s t a n c e  o f  t h r e e  g e o g r a p h i c a  
m i l e s  o r  f u t h c r  a s  m a y  b e  p r o p e r l y  c l a i m e d  b;  
t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

( 1 0 )  " t i d e l a n d "  m e a n s  l a n d  w h i c h  i 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  c o v e r e d  b y  t i d a l  w a t e r  b e t w e e n  th< 
e l e v a t i o n s  o f  m e a n  h i c h  a n d  m e a n  l o w  t i d e s  
( E f f .  1 2 / 1 6 / 3 4 ,  R e g .  9 2 )
A u t h o r i t y :  A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 0 3 5  

A S  3 3 . 0 4 . 9 0 0
A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 2 1  
A S  4  1 . 2  l . 0 2 (

I I - 2 3 3 . 1



FACT SHEET 
CONCERNING PERSONAL USE CABIN* PERMITS

1. Q. - Who can apply for a permit?

A. - Any group or person 13 or older who claims an interest in an
existing cabin nay apply. Applications f rora corporations, 
agencies, or organizations will not be accepted.

2. Q. - What if I own a cabin used for a permanent residence or a
commercial purposes such as set netting, guiding or air 

charter, can I get a permit?

A. - Not under this program. However the state will accept an
application under other available state programs such as a 

negotiated lease.

3. Q. - Will permits be issued to all persons in a group who apply for
• one cabin?

A. - Only one permit will be issued. The group must designate an
agent. The group may change the agent at any time provided the
new agent was one of the original group applicants.

A. Q. - Hou many cabins or improvements can I apply for?

A. - Only one per applicant(s) (Permits will include an outhouse and
cache as well as the cabin).

5. Q. - Do I have to be a resident to apply?

A. - Yes, you must have resided in Alaska at least one year prior to 
filing an application.

6 . Q. - Will permits be issued within a state park unit?

A. - No.

7. Q. - Hou much money uill a permit cost me?

A. - Initial application fee - $25.00 (non-refundable)

Annual rental fee - $100.00/ye.ar

8 . Q. - If I have a cabin and apply do I automatically get the permit?

A..- Not necessarily. A permit will be issued if your continued use 
is found not to conflict uith the public interest during the 
period of the permit.

9. Q. ~ If I apply and ny application 's denied, can 1 appeal the
decision?

A. ’* You will have the opportunity to appeal any denial.



10. Q. - If I do DOt appeal t*he denial, or my appeal is rejected, can I

. ■ ’ remove the cabin?

A. - Yes. You will be given a sixty-day period to remove the
cabin. If the cabin is not removed, the department will pursue 

abatecent action.

11. Q. - When can I apply for this permit?

A. - When specific areas to be opened to permitting have been
ident' fied and advertised by the department.

12. Q. - Will there be any future application periods?

A. - Not after the initial sixty-da" filing period allowed each
geographic area. This is a one-time only opportunity for those 
that claim an interest - in a cab^n in each of these areas. 
Permits for use of ether authorized public use cabins will be 

available later. t
•
13. Q. ~ It I receive a permit, how long is it good for?

A. - Permits will be issued for a maximum of six years. They cay be
renewed only if at each renewal they are determined by the 
state not to conflict with the public interest. This six year 
renewal procedure is good for the lifetime of the perraittee(s) 

only.

14. Q. - Can permits be transferred to someone else?

A. - No.

15. Q. - Must I convey my cabin to the State of Alaska?

A. - No. The cabin remains the personal property of the permittee
for the tern of the permit. If the permit is revoked, expires 
or is not renewed, the cabin becomes the property cf the state
if not recoved within 60 days of notice by the department.

16. Q. - What if several people own an interest in the cabin?

A. - All lay apply, however, the group must designate a responsible 
agenk. The group may change its agent at any time, but the 
agent must be one of those on the original application.



What if cwo or more conflicting appl !.Co tions are received for 

the same cabin?

Only one permit will be issued. The state will apply a list of 
criteria to each application to determine who should receive 
the permit. If the criteria determination is unsuccessful, 
there will be a drawing to determine the successful permittee.

Can I build a new cabin, or add on to an existing one once I 

receive my permit?

No. Only routine maintenance of an existing cabin is allowed.

I f  my i m p r o v e m e n t  i s  d e s t r o y e d  a f t e r  t h e  p e r m i t  i s  i s s u e d ,  c a n  
I  r e b u i l d  i t ?

Yes, but only with the concurrence of the Department of Natural 
Resources.

Does the permit grant me any rights to the land that the cabin

is on?

No, the permit is an authorization to use the cabin but does
not convey any interest or preference to the land.

If I do not apply, then what?

Your caoin will be an unauthorized use of state land and will
be converted to public use or removed. Prior to that action,
ycu will be given sixty days to remove the cabin.

What happens if 1 built my cabin after August 1, 1984?

A p e r m i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  i s s u e d  a n d  a b a t e m e n t  a c t i o n  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  
by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

What happens to cabins not applied for - can I a p p l y  for one of 
them?

Not at this time. However, permits will be issued at a later 
date for use of public cabins under a separate program.

Does this p' ..,‘ram apply to all state lands?

Yes, although only specific geographic areas will be opened to 
applciation at one time. This will reduce the workload at any 
one time and allow for permits to be issued in a timely manner.



r ^ T 1 0  F O R  P E R S O N A L  U S r  C A 3 I n  P r - P - M I T

'4AME OF APPLICANT OR ACENT_----------------------------- AGE:-----  DATE 0F A?PLN:

MAILING ADDRESS:   —  PH0N£:  ( B )  -------------------

(U)

other applicants claiming an interest (if any);_

CABIN L O C A T I O N : _________ Section,   Township__________  Range,  Meridian.

NAME OF DESIGNATED AREA (IF ANY)   :_____________________  .

I CABIN: size of primary cabin;_

when constructed;____________________   length of use_

other structures present and size;_ _

primary purpose of cabin;_

seasons of use requested fall,__________winter,_______ spring,_________ summer.

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED *Photo (print) of improvement taken in the past 12 months.

OF APPLICANT:
‘ *l:63,3f'J USGS map showing cab

*D<~_umentation of use, i.e.,
.eceipts of use or transporta­
tion, correspondence, affida- 
vits from others attesting to 

your use, etc.

*Application filing fee 525.00.

If a prior application for this cabin has been made under another state program, 

please check the program(s); State -  preference right,  lease,  permit;

Federal -  homestead,  T&M site,  Native allotment,  headquarters site.



I .cercifv tha: the cable I am applying for under this permit was constructed prior to 
August f, J9S4. I also certify that the cabin will not be used for sny commercial 

purposes or as a permanent residence.

1 further agree to indemnify the State against and hold it harmless from any and all
claims, demands, suits, loss, liability and expense for injury to or death of persons
and damage to or loss of property arising out of or connected with the uses covered by
this application and permit and I certify Chat statements made by me in this

application are true and correct.

Name of Applicant (Please Print)

Signature of Applicant or Registered Agent - Date

SUBMIT APPLICATION BY
MAIL OR IN PERSON TO: Any one of the Division of Land and Water Managoent offices

shown below.

Department of Natural Resources 
Southcentral Regional Office 
Pouch 7-005
3601 "C" Street, 10th Floor 
Anchorage, Alaska 59510 
276-2653

Department of Natural Resources 
Southeast Regional Office 
Pouch MA
400 Willoughby Center, Suite 400 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Department of Natural Resources 
Northcentral Regional Office 
4420 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

POR DNS. USE ONLY 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST

proper form with all required information and signed.
application r e c e i v e d ____________________________ .

$25.00 application fee.
1:63,360 U.S.G.S. Dap or equivalent showing cabin location, 

photograph (print) of cabin taken within past the year, 
documentation of historic use or occupancy, 
documentation of prior investments in cabin.



SPECIAL STIPULATIONS/CONDITIONS

(A) this permit does not convey an interest in state land or grant any 

preference right for the lease or purchase of state land;

(B) the permit is revocable immediately upon violation of any of its
terms, conditions, stipulations, non-payment of fees, or upon failure to comply tilth

any other applicable statutes and regulations;
I

(C) the permit is not transferable or assignable;

(D) the permit must be displayed in general view on the cabin at all

times;

(E) no additions to or enlargements of the cabin are allowed except for 

routine maintenance and upkeep;

(F) all garbage and foreign debris brought onto, or placed on the cabin 
site'shall be-removed by the permittee unless otherwise authorized by the director;

(C) the state shall be held harmless from any and all claims, demands, 
suits, loss, liability, and expense for injury to, or death of, persons arising out of
or connected with the uses covered by this permit;

(H) if the cabin is destroyed or damaged beyond repair, rebuilding the
structure is net authorized without prior written approval of the director;

(I) . the cabin may noc be used for a commercial activity or as a
permanent residence;

(J) no new roads or trails across state land are authorised under the 
permit and access must be consistent with the provisions of 11 AAC 96;

(K) no restrictions or interference with public access to or across 
state land is alloued;

(L) this permit does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility of 
securing other necessary state, federal or local permits or authorizations;

(h) the department reserves the right to require measures to mitigate
disruptions to public use of the area, fish and wildlife populations and their
habitats, which may be created by the project, or occur as a direct result of the
permittee's failure to comply with the terms of tills permit or any applicable law; and

; (N) the permit may include site-specific conditions of use such as
seasonal Ose restrictions determined appropriate by the department and, on game 
refuges and critical habita,. areas by the Department of Fish and Game.

(0 ) other special stipulations or conditions:



P E R S O N A L  U S E  C A B I N  P E R M I T

Issued to:______

Address:

I
A D L / L A S  N u m b e r : C a b i n  S i t e  N u m b e r :

CA3IN LOCATION:

DESCRIPTION OF CA3IN:

Sec tion, Township, Range, Meridian.

TERM OF PERMIT:

Seasonal use only, from un til _of <each year.

I hereby agree to all stipulations and conditions included in this permit aard further 
agree that upon revocation or expiration of this permit including reneuals, the cabin 
herein permitted shall become the property of the S ta te of Alaska if not rcscoved 
within 60 days of notice by the department.

DATE PERMITTEE'S SIGNATURE

Permission is hereby granted to the above permittee to occupy and use the
cabin herein described for the purposes st3 ted, upon the conditions and stipulations
identified in this permit.

DATE REGIONAL MANAGER, D I V . OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DAi E DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND CAME
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