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O r ig in a l  sponsors: Navarre and G o ll

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 280 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A B IL L

6 For an A ct entitled: "An Act creating the Anchor River and Fricz Creek

7 Critical Habitat Area."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

10 (12) Anchor River and Fritz Creek: All land and water

11 contained in the following description:

12 (A) Township 4 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian

13 Section 25

14 Section 35

15 Section 36

(B) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 1 7 - 2 0

(C) Township 5 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 2 

Section 3 

Section 4: E 1/2 

Section 8: S 1/2 

Sections 9 - 1 1  

Sections 1 3 - 2 0

25 Section 21 : W 1/2

26 Section 24

(D) Township 5 South, Range 14 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 13 

Section 20: NE 1/4
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/ J €uj  ' Section 28: '.s’ 1/2

Sections 21 - 24 

Section 26: N 1/2 

Section 27: N 1/2

^  * Sec. 2. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding a n e w  subse ction to read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 16.20.220 and the estab l i s h m e n t  of the

* A n c h o r  R i v e r  and Fritz Creek C r i tical Habitat Area und er AS 16.20.-

2 3 0 ( a ) (12),

(1) the use of Fritz Creek as a m u n i c i p a l  and community

wa t e r  source is p r o t e c t e d  w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  River and Fritz Creek 

Critical H a bita t Area;

(2) the p o s s i b i l i t y  of the c o nst ruction of a dam and r e s e r­

voir on Fritz Creek is r e s e rved w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  R iver and Frit?

Creek C r i tical H a b itat Area;
Cation-------------------     — ---------

(3) the use and e n j o ymen t of inholdings is guaranteed
<5T 2/c<~)

w i t h i n  the A nchor R i v e r  and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area;

(4) the land owned by the Kenai  Peninsul a Borough that is 

located w i t h i n  the bounda ries of the A n chor River and Fritz Creek 

Critica l Habitat A r e a  and that is commi t t e d  to the A nchor R iver and 

Fritz C r e e k  Critical H a b i t a t  A r e a  b y  the b o r o u g h  is subject to joint 

m a n a g e m e n t  by the Depart m e n t  of F i s h  and Game and the Kenai Peninsula 

Borough.
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CHAPTER = 1 6 * 2 0  
S E C T IO N  '•= 1 6 * 2 0 . 2 4 0  
T I T L E  = 16 

HEADING S T I T L E  1 6 .
F IS H  AND GAME.
CHAPTER 2 0 .
CONSERVATION AND PR O TE C T IO N  OF ALASKAN W I L D L I F E .  
A R T IC L E  5 .
F IS H  AND GAME C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  A R E A S .
S E C . 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 4 0 .C I T A T I O N  

C A T C H  L IN E

TEXT
R E G U L A T IO N S .

THE BOARD OH F IS H E R IE S  AND THE BOARD OF GAME, WHERE A P P R O P R IA T E , 
S H A LL ADOPT R E G U LA T IO N S  THEY CON SID ER  A D V IS A B L E  FOR CONSERVATION 
AND PRO TEC TIO N  PURPOSES GOVERNING THE T A K IN G  OF F IS H  AND GAME IN  
STATE  F IS H  AND GAME C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  AR E A S .

CHAPTER = 1 6 . 2 0  —
SE C T IO N  *  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 5 0
T I T L E  ~ 16

HEADINGS T I T L E  1 6 .
F IS H  AND GAME.
CHAPTER 2 0 .
CONSERVATION AND PR O TEC TIO N  OF ALASKAN W I L D L I F E .
A R T IC L E  5 .
F IS H  AND GAME C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  A R E A S .

C IT A T IO N  S E C . 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 5 0 .
CATCH L IN E

M U L T IP L E  LAND U S E .
TEXT BEFORE THE U S E , LEASE OR OTHER D IS P O S A L  OF LAND UNDER P R IV A T E

OWNERSHIP OR .v T A lE  J U R IS D IC T IO N  AND CONTROL, W IT H IN  STATE F IS H  
AND GAME C R I T IC A L  H A B IT A T  AREAS CREATED UNDER T H IS  CHAPTER , THE 
PERSON OR R E S P O N S IB LE  STATE DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY S H A LL N O T IF Y  THE 
CO M M ISSIONER OF F IS H  AND GAME. THE CO M M ISSIO NER S H A LL 
ACKNOWLEDGE R E C E IP T  OF N O T IC E  BY RETURN M A I L .

1-1T V T H K 'Y  (  V F P  9  P |4  1 4 A  V I A  1 9 7 9 )

R 0601  *  END O F ‘ DOCUMENTS I N  L I S T  -  ENTER RETURN OR ANOTHER COMMAND.

CHAPTER
S E C T IO N
T I T L E

HEADINGS

*  1 6 . 2 0  
*  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 6 0  
== 16
T I T L E  1 6 .
F IS H  AND GAME.
CHAPTER 2 0 .
CONSERVATION AND PR O TEC TIO N  OF ALASKAN W I L D L I F E .  
A R T IC L E  5 .
F IS H  AND GAME C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  A R E A S .

C IT A T IO N  S E C . 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 6 0 .
CATCH L IN E

TEXT

H IS T O R Y

S U B M IS S IO N  OF PLANS AND S P E C I F I C A T I O N S .
( A )  WHEN A BOARD D ETER M IN ES THAT THE FOLLOW ING IN F O R M A T IO N  

I S  R E Q U IR E D , I T  S H A LL IN S T R U C T  THE C O M M IS S IO N E R , IN  THE LE TTE R  OF 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT, TO R EQ U IR E  THE PERSON OR GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY TO 
S U B M IT :

( 1 )  F U L L  PLANS FOR THE A N T IC IP A T E D  USE;
( 2 )  F U LL  PLANS AND S P E C IF IC A T IO N S  OF PROPOSED 

CONSTRUCTION WORK;
( 3 )  COMPLETE PLANS AND S P E C IF IC A T IO N S  FOR THE PROPER 

PR O TEC TIO N  OF F IS H  AND GAME; AND
( 4 )  THE A PPR O XIM ATE DATE WHEN THE CONSTRUCTION OR WORK 

I S  TO COMMENCE.
( B )  THE BOARD S H A LL  R EQ U IR E THE PERSON OR GOVERNMENTAL 

AGENCY TO O B T A IN  THE W R ITTEN  APPROVAL OF THE CO M M ISSIO NER AS TO 
THE S U F F IC IE N C Y  OF THE PLANS OR S P E C IF IC A T IO N S  BEFORE 
CONSTRUCTION I S  COMMENCED.
(S E C .  2 Cl-I 1 4 0  1 9 7 2 ;  AM S E C . 2 0  OH 2 0 6  SLA  1 9 7 5 )



S E LE C T -  QUERY
0 0 0 0 1  A L L  S E C T IO N  EQ 1 6 . 2 0 * 2 2 0  

A S 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  DOCUMENT* 1 OF 1

CHAPTER = 1 6 . 2 0  
S E C T IO N  *  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  
T I T L E  *  16 

H EA D IN G S  T I T L E  1 6 .
F IS H  AND GAME.
CHAPTER 2 0 .
CONSERVATION AND PR O TEC TIO N  OF ALASKAN W I L D L I F E .
A R T IC L E  5 .
F IS H  AND GAME C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  AR E A S .

C IT A T IO N  S E C . 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0 .
CATCH L IN E

PURPOSE.
TEXT THE PURPOSE OF AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  -  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 7 0  I S  TO PROTECT AND

PRESERVE H A B IT A T  AREAS E S P E C IA L L Y  C R U C IA L  TO THE P E R P E T U A T IO N  OF 
F IS H  AND W I L D L I F E ,  AND TO R E S T R IC T  A L L  OTHER USES NOT C O M P A T IB LE  
W ITH  THAT P R IM A R Y  PURPOSE.

H IS T O R Y  <S E C . 2 CH 1 4 0  S LA  1 9 7 2 )

R 06 0 1  *  END OF DOCUMENTS IN  L I S T  -  ENTER RETURN OR ANOTHER COMMAND.



CITIZENS FOR 
RESPONSIBLE LAND USE

P.O. Box 15227 « Fritz Creek, Alaska 99603

Co-C hairm en: 
R oberta H igh land 
235-8214 (hom e) 
235-5223 (w o rk )

M ichael Sheppard 
'*,35-7486 (hom e) 
235-5397 (w o rk )

March 26, 1985

Richard Shultz 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Richard:

I ar.i writing this letter in regards to Bill #280 which is in your committee at this time. 
I've been very involved in promoting the Critical Wildlife Habitat. M y  husband and 
I live ir. the Fritz Creek area - this area is growing with leaps and bounds. V.'e all 
k n o w  what population explosions can do tho the wildlife habitat. T h e  A d h o c  committee 
has proven the definite need for that area to be designated as Critical Habitat. That 
drainage area gets counts of hundreds of moose in the winter.

Tl.tre has been ta'\ about leasing part of that property to the Koreans to raise 5-10 
thousand cattle which the community is very m u c h  against for various reasons. (I will 
not take the time to go into that issue now). T h e  D N R  is also in the process of trying 
to r ive 3700 acres of the proposed Critical Habitat to the Borough, of which they 
would probably develop and subdivide. There is also controversy right now regarding 
the damming of Fritz Creek for a future water supply for Homer, thus creating a need 
for watershed protection, which would be very compatible with a Critical Habitat.

I am becoming more ar.d more fearful of our future with the trend development is taking. 
We've got to take action now, before it's too late. 'We've got to1 save land for the wildlife 
in these all to fast developing areas. I just hope we can prove we've learned something 
from the past mistakes made Outside.

Please give this Bill serious consideration and support.

Th a n k s  for your time.

Roberta Highland/Co-Chairperson 
Citizens for Responsible Land Use
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Dear . S  k u ljk C.

I am writing you in support of House Bill No. 282 which would 
allow temporary service to be counted toward public employees

classification in the Department of Fish and Game and people were 
hired as temporaries. Temporary employees could not credit their 
working time towards retirement even though the work temporaries 
did is the same work that seasonal employees are doing today and 
crediting towards retirement.

It only seems fair that temporary working time should be counted 
toward retirement if the employee is required to pay into the 
retirement system the amount which would have been required had 
he been in the retirement system. I sincerely hope you will 
support this bill.

Sincerely,

retirement. Seasonal workers now credit their work time toward
retirement. Prior to 1980 seasonal employees were a rare

Len Schwarz
Box 1036 
Nome, AK 99762



H A B I T A TK E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  CRI T I C A L  
T A S K  F O R C E

BOX 1236 
HOMER, AK 99603



CITY OF HOMER 
HOMER, ALASKA

RESOLUTION 8 5 - #

A  RESOLUTION ENDORSING HOUSE BILL 280 "AN ACT 
CREATING THE ANCHOR RIVER AND FRITZ CREEK 
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA".

W H E R E A S , the City of Homer has an interest in preserving 
the Fritz Creek Watershed for future use as a water supply for 
residents of the Southern Kenai Peninsula? and

WHEREAS, the City has an interest in preserving areas for 
wildlife habitat? and

W H E R E A S , the City has an interest in protecting and 
preserving certain lands for public access and public 
recreation purposes;

NOW THEREFORE, the City endorses House Bill 280 "An Act 
creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat 
A r e a " ;

DATED, at Homer, Alaska this day of March, 1985.

CITY OF HOMER

Wayne Kessler, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kathleen Herold, City Clerk



To  W h o m  It Mav Concern:

W h e r e a s  t h e  S o uth C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  Council r e p r e s e n t s  17 Local 
Fish and G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t e e s  and;

W h e r e a s  t h o s e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e s  are c o n c e r n e d  with the m o o s e  
p o p u l a t i o n  in S o uth C e n t r a l  A l a s k a  as well as Ga m e  M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t  
15 C and;

W h e r e a s  t h e  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  C o u ncil r e a l i z e s  the c r i t i c a l  
f u n c t i o n  of wi n t e r  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  and;

W h e r e a s  t h e  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  C o u ncil u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  
d e v e l o p m e n t  in the H o m e r  a r e a  h a s  and will c o n t i n u e  to s p r e a d  and 
e l i m i n a t e  critical w i n t e r  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  and;

W h e r e a s  t h i s  critical h a b i t a t  mu s t  be set a s i d e  be f o r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
b e g i n s  in the a r e a  w h e r e  t h i s  h a b i t a t  exists;

T h e r e f o r e  be it R e s o l v e d  by t h e  S o u t h  Cent r a l  Regional C o u n c i l ,  at 
a m e e t i n g  on M a rch 21, 1 9 8 5  by u n a n i m o u s  vote, to supp o r t  the 
A N C H O R  R.T V E R / F R I T Z  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  AREA..

S u b m i t t e d  bv:

Daniel R„ Cal h o u n  
Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
S o u t h  C e n tral Regional C o u n c i l



Homer So il Conservation Sub-District 
P.O. Box 415 • Homer, Alaska 99603 - Telephone: 235-8177

March 26, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink 
Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat 

Task Force 
P.O. Box 1236 
Homer, Alaska 99603

RE: Critical Habitat - Anchor Ri/er & Fritz Creek Drainage

Dear Dave,

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors of the Homer 
Soil & Water Conservation District. As you well know, we have 
followed your committee's activities with regard to the formula­
tion of the critical moose habitat legislation.

We wish to express our support and encouragement for the ultimate 
passage of this legislation. On 13 March 1985, we were given 
ample assurances by you and your committee that the critical 
habitat designation would allow continued management as a multiple 
resource, thus allowing open grazing of livestock and associated 
activities that would not conflict with or deplete the habitat. 
This assurance eliminated our primary concern.

We therefore wish to, once again, express our support for the 
critical habitat designation by legislation and hope that your 
activities will bring a successful conclusion to your efforts.

Sincerely,

Chairman

bg

C O N S E R V A TIO N  - D E V E LO P M E N T  -S E L F -G O V E R N M E N T



U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the Interior

IN  REPLY REFER TO:

KENAI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
P.O. BOX 2139 

SOLDOTNA, ALASKA 99669-2139 
(907) 262-7021

January 31, 1985

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force 
ATTN. Mr. Allen Davis 
P. 0. Box 598 
Homer, Alaska 99603

Dear Mr. Davis:

We have reviewed the proposal on "The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical 
Habitat Area" as submitted by the task force and offer these comments.

Designation of critical habitat areas in Game Management Unit (G.M.U.) 15C, 
other than lands contained within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, will be 
essential if viable populations of moose, brown bear, and wolves are to 
continue. Refuge lands in GiU15C do not contain all of the essential habitat 
components to support populations of these species year around.

Delineation of critical habitat areas off of the refuge is a logical and 
essential action, if the.public desires to have raoos> and other wildlife 
spec.es in GMU15C, coincidental with a variety of otht r uses on these lands.

This concept has our support. We feel it is the only practical alternative 
that will allow viable wildlife populations to coexist with increased human 
use and development within GMU15C.

Sincerely

Robert L. Delaney 
Refuge Manager

MBH/pf
0115p/7



Resolution No. 85-8

FRITZ CREEK WATERSRED

The cities of Homer and Kacheraak City have a need for additional quantities 
of water for municipal use in the immediate future. The cities have 
identified Fritz Creek as the best source to meet their needs, evaluating 
water quantity, quality, and proximity of the stream. Because the use of 
Fritz Creek would be .for a public water supply, a watershed protection plan 
would need to be established.

A possible solution would be to designate the watershed area as a wildlife 
reserve. This could serve two useful purposes: it would preserve some
rapidly diminishing winter habitat for game animals on the lower Kenai 
Peninsula, and it would protect the watershed of the municipal water 
supply.

THE ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD recommends that the Director of the 
Division of Land and Water Management put into motion the mechanism to 
designate the Fritz Creek Drainage as a wildlife refuge to preserve winter 
habitat for large game animals and to protect the watershed for the future 
municipal water supply for the cities of Homer and Kacheraak City.

Adopted this 1st day of November, 1984

ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD

David Vanderbrink, Chairman
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* *
*  D E L IV E R  TO: JPOM *
* #
* *
*  O R IG IN A L  *
*  S E N T : 0 3 / 2 9 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 0 : 3 7  *
*  FROM: TCHOM *
*  S U B JE C T : POM *
*  P R IN T  D ATE: 0 3 / 2 9 / 8 5  T I M E :  1 0 : 3 7  ' *
*  j n  ' *

TO: R EP. HERRMANN, S H U L T Z ,  W A L L IS ,  CATO, J E N K IN S ,  M IK E  W.
M IL L E R ,  PEARCE, SUND AND THOMPSON

FROM: NANCY LORD, BOX 5 5 8 ,  HOMER, Al<. 9 9 6 0 3  2 3 5 - 8 2 5 2

S U B J E C T : SSHB 2 8 0

P LE A S E  SUPPORT THE C R I T I C A L  H A B IT A T  A R E A . SSHB 2 8 0  REPRESENTS 
YEARS OF CONCERN AND WORK BY AREA R E S ID E N T S  AND ENJOYS S O L ID  
SUPPORT ON THE P E N IN S U L A .  C R IT I C A L  H A B IT A T  I S  THE PROPER 
D E S IG N A T IO N .  MOOSE RANGE OR OTHER WOULD NOT ADEQUATELY PROTECT 
F IS H E R IE S .
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S U B J E C T : HB 2 8 0

P LE A S E  SUPPORT 1-IB 2 8 0 *  ANCHOR R I V E R \ F R I T Z  CREEK C R IT IC A L  H A B IT A T  
AREA I S  T R A D IT IO N A L  W INTER F E E D IN G  AREA FOR MOOSE AND H A B IT A T  FOR 
F I S H  AND W IL D L IF E *  T H IS  B I L L  IN C LU D ES T R A D IT IO N A L  USE BY 
P E O P LE — H U N T IN G , F I S H I N G ,  S K I I N G ,  H IK IN G  AND SN O W M O BIL ING . I  
WANT MY C H ILD R E N  TO ENJOY THE T R A D IT IO N  OF A R ICH  W IL D L IF E  
H E R IT A G E *

E 0 M « x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x  x



------------------

XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
x X
x  D E L IV E R  TO: JPOM x
x  x
X X
x  O R IG IN A L  x
x  S EN T: 0 3 / 2 9 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 6 : 0 7  x
x  FROM: TCHOM x
x  SU BJECT: POM X
x  P R IN T  D ATE: 0 3 / 2 9 / 8 5  T IM E :  1 6 : 1 4  x
x  x
x x x x x x x x x x x x  t x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x
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REPRESENTATIVE 
M IKE NAVARRE

âska js>tate ̂ legislature
H O M E  AD D R ESS  

R O  BOX E 
KENA I. ALASKA 99611 

(907) 283-7813

C H A IR . LABOR 4  C O M M ERC E  
VIC E -C H A IR . STATE AFFAIRS

DISTRICT 5A

W H ILE  IN  SESSION  
PO U C H  V 

JU N EA U . ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465 -38 93

JMuuse of Jlcpresentatiiies

Representative Dick Shultz, Co-Chair 
House Resources Committee

March 27, 1985

Dear Representative Shultz:

The winter moose habitat on the lower Kenai Peninsula is rapidly 
disappearing. House Bill 280 is an attempt to preserve some wintering 
area for moose, to insure their survival in numbers of any consequence.

Attached is a copy of the original proposal by the Kenai Peninsula 
Critical Habitat Task Force, a panel of concerned citizens of Homer.
Some of these peopl' are experts in the field of wildlife and resource 
management. This proposal outlines the reasons for the creation of the 
area, and points out what other forms of wildlife w^uld also benefit. 
Traditional uses of the area, such as hunting, fishing and recreation 
would be unaffected.
Also, u n d e r  HB 280, concerns of local municipalities in regard to the 
use of the Fritz Creek watershed as a water source are addressed.

I might add that I have received a petition that was circulated by 
Citizens for Responsible Land Use (another Homer group endorsing this 
proposal). The petition has over 900 signatures of Homer residents that 
support the creation of the Critical Habitat Area. While the 
legislation must stand or fall on its own merit, the fact this has such 
widespread community support should be given some attention.

I sincerely hope you'll read the attached informational packet, and give 
this measure your support when it is heard at the regular meeting of the 
House Resources Committee April 1, 1985.

Sincerely,

Representative Mike Navarre

MN/pm



The Alaska Legis lature has protected portions of A laska's ou ts tand ing  natural habitat and associated 
fish and wildlife resources by establishing State Game Refuges, State Game Sanctuaries, and State Critical 
Habitat Areas. The sta tutes which authorize these special areas give the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game authority to preserve and protect the unique aspects for w h ich  they were established.

( A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

STATE GAME REFUGES are established to make sure w i ld l i fe  con t inue  to 
populate specif ic  areas and to insure the public continues to have use of 
these w ild l i fe  resources. These areas have fairly sizable concentra tions , or 
many different types, of waterfowl, big game, shorebirds, or other species. 
One or more e lem ents  of habitat — such as food, vegetation, water, etc. 
— needed by this w i ld l i fe  is present

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game manages state game refuges 
by focusing on a featured wildlife species or g~oup of species. This may mean 
rehabil i ta t ing  or improving the habitat on which the w ild l i fe  depends. Uses 
of refuge lands are controlled to prevent habitat changes w hich would  be 
harmful to the w ild l i fe .  Activities are also contro lled to prevent d is turbance 
of the w ild l i fe  itse lf.  Human uses — inc luding recreational pursu its  and 
harves{.of w ild l i fe  resources — are permitted so long as they are in keeping 
w ith  the primary reason for establishing the refuge.

STATE GAME SANCTUARIES are also established to protect fish and wildlife 
and their natural habitats. The primary reason for setting aside lands as state 
game sanctuaries is to give asylum to important w ild l i fe  populations. The 
w ild life  in these cases normally uses the land in somewhat exclusive ways. 
A sanctuary may provide the on ly place where a certain popula tion carries 
out some part of its annual life cycle such as feeding, nesting, hauling out, 
or migration. (Sanctuaries are specia l areas set aside to protect featured 
w ild life  populations.)

In managing sanctuaries, o ther uses of the land are c losely controlled, 
or are prohibited, in order to prevent changes in the habitat or d is turbance 
of the protected species. Use of the w i ld l i fe  itself is also c lose ly controlled.

STATE CRITICAL HAFITAT AREAS are places where protective em phasis  
is on the environm ent in which w ild life  occurs. Critical habita t areas may 
be complete biotic systems — identifiable environmental units that operate 
as se lf-susta in ing sys tem s — or well-defined areas specif ica lly  needed by 
w i ld l i fe  for certa in func t ions  such as nesting or spawning.

Management by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game is a imed 
primarily  at p rovid ing protection for the habitat. All uses of the land w hich 
are not com patib le  w ith  that aim are restricted. In most instances, harvest 
of w ild l i fe  is not precluded in a crit ica l habitat area.

State c r it ica l hab ita t areas are set aside to protect the land and 
resources necessary for certain species of wildlife.

K A  S T A L E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

< A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E



A  PROPOSAL

THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Submitted b y :  '

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force

Dava Vanderbrink, Chairman 
P.O. Box 1236 
Ecner, Alaska 99603

Lynn Whitmore

Bob Moss

John H. McLay

Allen S. Davis

Derek Stonorov

235-8784

235-7220

235-8788

235-8816

235-8626

235-9273

D e cember 17, 1984



AREA NAME

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area 

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and 

maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River 

and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the 

habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along 

these drainages. These lands would be managed by the Alaska Depart­

ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G).

Sections: 17, 18, 19 and 20 

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north 

of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix 

A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the 

upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area 

known as "Beaver Flats" , and the headwaters of Fritz Creek. The main

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

T4S, R13V7, Seward Meridian 

Sections:; 25, 35 and 36.

T 5 S , R14W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 13, NEJ20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Ni26, N*27 and Ni23.

T 5 S , R13W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 2,3, E}4, Si8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 

WJ21 and 24.

T5S, R12W, Seward Meridian
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valley consists of a relatively narrow valley floor with a meandering 

stream, moderately steep hillsides which flank either side of the 

valley floop, and numerous small tributaries. Vegetation along the 

Anchor River is comprised of a mosaic of willow thickets, grass/forb 

meadows, scattered Sitka spruce, and clumps of cottonwood; mature 

SiLka spruce forests and stands of alder on the adjacent hillsides; 

dense willow thickets along small tributaries; and spruce forests and 

open meadows on gently sloping ground above 1,000 feet elevation. The 

extensive muskeg along Beaver Creek supports low heath shrubs and 

willows. The terrain in the headwaters of Fritz Creek is gently sloping; 

and the vegetation consists of an open spruce forest with a dense under­

story of willows in the bottomlands, and mixed spruce forests and open 

meadows at higher elevations.

WILDLIFE RESOURCE VALUES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages function, as moose 

winter habitat. Aerial survey information collected by the ADFSG 

indicates between 300 and 500 moose concentrate in this area during 

average winters. A density of 23 moose per square mile were documentated 

on Beaver Flats in 1983. The riparian habitats along chese drainage 

systems provide moose with a concentrated food supply in the form of 

willow browse, adjacent resting and hiding cover in the form of spruce 

forests, and an environment where snow accumulations are normally 

small enough to not impede winter feeding activities. The existence 

of areas which provide these elements is absolutely essential to 

winter survival of moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula.

The Anchor River is spawning and rearing habitat for king salmon, coho 

salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout., and dolly varaen char. These habitats 

are also essential with respect to the life cycle and perpetuation of 

these species.



Riparian habitats such as those found in the proposed special area are 

important to a variety of'other wildlife. Spawning salmon along the 

Anchor River are important food sources for brown bear, black bear 

and bald eagles. Stands of nature cottonwoods at the western end of 

the proposed area have been used by bald eagles for nesting. The 

valley serves as a travel corridor for most species of big game, 

furbearers and small forms of wildlife.

RECREATIONAL USES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages are popular recreation 

areas. In recent years uses have included hunting, trapping, fishing, 

wildlife viewing and photography, general hiking, snowmachining, snow- 

shoeing, and nordic skiing. ADFSG records show that in the 1983 moose 

season 25% of the bull harvest (n=61) v/as taken in the Anchor River 

drainage. Beaver, river otter, mink, coyote, and wolf are the fur­

bearers most commonly taken in this area. Sport fishing for salmon 

is prohibited in the proposed special area, but trout and char fishing 

are allowed from July through December. Snowmachining, snowshoeing, 

and nordic skiing occur throughout the area during most winters. All 

of the above recreational activities would be encouraged in the proposed 

special area as long as they did not pose a serious threat to wildlife 

of habitat resources.

JUSTIFICATION

Moose are the dominant big game animal on the Kenai Peninsula. They 

occupy a vital position in the food chain of the boreal forest, and 

represent .an important renewable resource. Moose are browsers which 

assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In 

turn, lar je predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and. a host 

of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food. 

Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting 

opportunities they provide and the revenue these activities funnel

-3-



into local economies. ADF&G records show that the moose resource 

on the Kenai Peninsula has generated a total of 92,018 hunter days, 

of recreation and a total harvest of 3,162 moose worth an estimated 

5.5 million dollars between 1978 and 1933. In a less tangible sense, 

most Alaskans feel that the mere presence of wildlife, of which the 

moose is symbolic, contributes highly to ths;>- quality of life. They 

want future generations of Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition 

of a rich wildlife heritage.

Ic is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,COO 

moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula (Game Management. Subunit 15C) .

These moose range throughout mo-t of the 750,000 acres of lowlands 

in Subunit 15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to stream 

and river bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation 

during winter. ADF&G tagging studies and aerial surveillance of moose 

show that the Honer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor 

River valley, 'lower Deep Creek/Ninilchlk River valleys, Fritz Creek 

and the Coho Beach area are historic winter habitats. These areas 

provide the concentrated food, cover, and relatively small snow 

accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of mcose. It is 

significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats comprise 

It ss than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized simmer and early 

fall habitat in Subunit 15C. Virtually no overwintering of moose occurs 

in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustunena Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately 

owned and have been seriously diminished in the quality and extent by 

human development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated 

4,500 people now compete with moose for space on the Homer Benchland, 

and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently, 

this' historically important winter habitat can now support only a fraction 

of the moose it once did. Substantial amounts of residential and com­

mercial development have also occurred on the Coho 3eacn, lower Ninilchik, 

lower Deep Creek, lower Anchor River and Komer Benchland winter habitats.

-4-



The lower Fox River winter habitat has been intensively grazed by horses 

and cattle since the 1940's, and supports a growing human population 

of approximately 200 people. It is reasonable to assume that these 

developments have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area 

for moose. Water development and intensive cattle grazing are potential 

threats which have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter 

habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai 

Peninsula continues to grow. Lands along the upper Anchor River valley 

and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the 

best opportunity to protect and maintain moose winter range on the lower 

Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat 

area would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of 

their wildlife resource and habitat values.

-5-
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P l a n  for creation of habitat area 
wins support of Homer council
By RONNIE CHAPPELL
Daily News reporter • •1 ,■

A plan to create a 19,000- 
acre wildlife habitat area on 
the southern Kenai Peninsula 
has won the support of the 
Homer city council.

On a unanimous vote, the 
council Monday enacted a res­
olution urging the legislature 
to approve a bill placing the 
state-owned acreage under the 
management of the Alaska 
D epartm en t of F ish  and 
Game.

Creation of the critical hab­
ita t area would halt develop­
ment of a m ajor cattle export 
project in the H mer area. It 
contains a 3,000-acre grazing 
lease in the Fritz Creek drain­
age that Han-A Samick Amer­
ica Corp. says is crucial to its 
plans for the production and 
exportation of 10,000 head of 
beef cattle a year.

According to . state biolo­
gists, the grazing lease is part 
of the last big trac ' of unde­
veloped w inter moose range 
in the Homer area.

They warn that unless it 
and other im portant w inter 
feeding areas are preserved, 
the number of moose on the 
southern Peninsula will de­
cline dramatically.

“ We need  to  p re se rv e  
places for moose to live and 
for people to enjoy them ,” 
said Councilman John Cal­
houn. “With the continued de­
velopment of rural subdivi­
sions around the city, it  is 
im portant to set aside a par­
cel of land that people can 
enjoy in its natural sta te .”

.The bill now pending be­
fore the 'legislature guaran­
tees the city 's right to dam

• ■- . 4
Fritz Creek and use the re­
sulting reservoir, as a munici­
pal w ater supply.

Sim ilar assurances were of­
fered under other plans for 
disposal of the Fritz Creek 
acreage. But city  officials 
were skeptical, Calhoun said, 
that w ater quality in the w at­
ershed could be protected if 
the lease was used for intense 
livestock production.

By endorsing creation of 
the critical habita t area, Cal­
houn said, he and other coun­
cil members were "trying to 
represent the views of a m a­
jo rity” of people in the Hom- 

•i „

.  ,  r • j  • ...

erarea.
More than 600 local resi- • 

dents ' have signed petitions 
endorsing the idea. Another 
50 have written letters to 
lawmakers. • . '

The bill protects the rights 
of inholders and gives the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough a . 
say in the management of 
lands it nominates for inclu­
sion in  th e  h a b ita t a rea . 
H uniing, trapping , skiing, 
hiking, camping and snowma­
chining would be allowed in 
the area, but residential and 
a g ric u ltu ra l developm ent 
would not. ,

. .‘7 * * ’PRESENTING* * * " v - r

SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
• A Christian Alternative —  . .

—  Professional Classroom Education based oh
■' God's Word < •/ v,--*--. , • ., .̂7,/^
—  Parentally Controlled and Governed
—  Certified and Professional Teachers V .
—  Committed to High Educational Standards

W e  have openings for next term in grades K-6. Call: 279- 
9325 or 346-2281 for more information, or write: P.O. Box 

‘ 8182, Anchorage, Ak 99508.

'Vi.*
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Box 1236
Homer, Alaska 99603 
March 14, 1985

Commissioner Don Collinsworth 
Dept, of Fish and Game 
P.O. Box 3-2000 
Juneau, Ak. 99802

U u  M A R 1 9 W 5
Re: HB 280

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND game

Dear Commissioner Collinsworth:

Enclosed find a packet of letters and resolutions in support of HB 280, an Act 
creating the Anchor River and fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area. We are 
pursuing additional ones and will forward them as we receive them.

Our task force has found strong support for the proposal. In fact, we have 
encountered no opposition to it. You will note that some of the 
endorsements are conditional upon the accor .odation of additional uses. We 
believe that there is no conflict in meeting such identified needs as water 
supply within the critical habitat area.

Please feel free to contact me or any member of our task force should you 
need any more information. We look forward to working with you towards 
passage of HB 280.

C!

Dave Vanderbrink, Chair 
Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat 

Task Force



Alaska Center for the Environment
1069 W. 6th Avenue
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 274-3621

Position Statement

CITY OF KACHEMAK 
KACHEMAK, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 85-4

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CRITICAL MOOSE WINTER HABITAT

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Kachemak recognizes the 
need to protect and maintain critical moose winter habitat along the 
upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek Drainages; and,

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force, working with 
the Alaska Department of Fish.and Game proposes such; and,

WHEREAS, the area in question is approximately 19,000 acres, as pro­
posed by this Task Force; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachemak recognizes that a watershed and critical 
habitat area are compatible; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachemak is appealling the Department of Natural 
Resources conveyance of 3,183.4 acres in the Fritz Creek drainage to 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the 3,183.4 acres in question is included in the proposal 
of the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force for the critical 
moose winter habitat;

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Common Council of..the City
of Kachemak supports the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force, 
Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman, in its efforts to provide, protect and 
maintain critical winter moose habitat along the upper Anchor River 
and Fritz Creek DrainsfPR AS T.OMC as tut? W A T r o o w m  m? miTT?



Moose vinter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly 

privately owned and have been notably reduced in both quality and 

quantity due to residential and commercial development in places such 

as Coho Beach, lower Deep Creek, lower Ninilchik River, lowor Anchor 

River and Homer Benchland winter habitats. I-f we hope to insure a 

significant moose population in this region, it is essential to 

protect the remaining winte~ ranges on the state-owf d lands along 

the upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek drainages

Finally, large portions of the proposed area are being threatened 

by a major cattle grazing and feedlot operation. Preventing this 

incapatible use by design .ting the critical habitat area would 

protect not only moose winter range but also water quality in both 

Fritz Creek, a source of water for Homer, and the Anchor River, one 

of Southcentral7s top sportfishing streams.



February 27, 19&5

To W h o m  it M a y  Concern:

In a m e e t i n g  on 2/19/65 the H o m e r  F i s h  a n d  Game A d v i s o r y  
C o m m ittee u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t e d  t o  support the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
the A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  as proposed 
b y  the K e n a i  Peni nsula C r i t i c a l  Habitat T a s k  Force.

D a n i e l  R. C a l h o u n
C h a i r m a n  H o m e r  F i s h  a n d  Game A d v i s o r y  Commi t t e e  
B o x  566
Homer, A l a s k a  99603.



CITIZENS FOR 
RESPONSIBLE LAND USE

P.O. Oox 15227 • Fritz Creek, Alaska 99603

M ichael Sheppard 
235-7486 (hom e) 
235-5397 (w o rn )

Roberta H igh land 
235-8214 (hom e) 
235-5223 (w o rk )

March 5,1935

To: Mr. Dave Vanderbririk, Chairman

From: Ed Schumann

Subject: Anchor River- Fritz Creel: Critical Moose Habitat Area

D e a r  D a v e ;

Citizens for Responsible Land Use respectfully submit 
our endorsment of the ICenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task 
Force proposal to create the 15,0^0 acre Anchor River- Fritz 
Creek Critical Moose Habitat Area.

We offer our continual support on this matter. We have 
to date; held public meetings, attended meetings, initiated 
let :er writing campains to our legislators, circulated petitions 
and written appeals to the Department of Natural Resources.
What can be done, Will be done.

Sincerely

Wd S c h u m a n n  

c o m m it e e  m e m b e r

C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  U s e



M a r c h  1 ,  1 9 8 5

D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k  
FOB 12 3 v~
H om e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 3  

D e a r  f*1r - V a n d e r b r i n k :
T h i s  i s  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  v o t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e ' s  p r o p o s e d  
" A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  H a b i t a t  A r e a . "  We 
h a v e  c o n v e y e d  o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  G o v e r n o r  
S h e f f i e l d  a n d  w i l l  d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h i s  v i t a l  w a t e r s h e d  r e m a i n j v i a b l e  f o r  m o o s e  
a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e .

S i  n c e r e l y ,

E d g a r  B a i l e y



U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the Interior

K E N A I N A T IO N A L  W IL D L IF E  R E F U G E  

P.O . B O X  2139 

SO LD O T N A , A L A S K A  99669-2139 

(907) 262-7021

January 31, 1985

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Porte 
ATTN. Mr. Allen Davis 
P. 0. Box 598 
Homer, Alaska 99603

D ear M r .  D a v i s :

We have reviewed the proposal on "The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical 
Habitat Area" as submitted by the task force and offer these comments.

Designation of critical habitat areas in Game Management Unit (G.M.U.) 15C, 
other than lands contained within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, will be 
essential if viable populations of moose, brown bear, and wolves are to 
continue. Refuge lands in CMU15C do not contain all of the essential habitat 
components to support populations of these species year around.

Delineation of critical habitat areas off of the refuge is a logical and 
essential action, if the.public desires to have moose and other wildlife 
species in GMU15C, coincidental with a variety of other uses on these lands.

This concept has our support. We feel it is the only practical alternative 
that will allow viable wildlife populations to coexist with increased human 
use and development within GMU15C.

Sincerely,

Refuge Manager

IN REPLY REFER TO:

MBH/pf
0115p/7



Resolution No. 85-8

FRITZ CREEK WATERSHED

The cities of Horaer and Kacheraak City have a need for additional quantities 
of water for municipal use in the immediate future. The cities have 
identified Fritz Creek as the best source to meet their needs, evaluating 
water quantity, quality, and proximity of the stream. Because the use of 
Fritz Creek would be for a public water supply, a watershed protection plan 
would need to be established.

A possible solution would be to designate the watershed area as a wildlife 
reserve. This could serve two useful purposes: it would preserve some
rapidly diminishing winter habitat for garae animals on the lower Kenai 
Peninsula, and it would protect the watershed of the municipal water 
supply.

THE ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD recommends that the Director of the 
Division of Land and Water Management put into motion the mechanism to 
designate the Fritz Creek Drainage as a wildlife refuge to preserve winter 
habit3t for large garae animals and to protect the watershed for the future 
municipal water supply for the cities of Horaer and Kachemak City.

Adopted this 1st day of November, 1984

ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD

David Vanderbrink, Chairman



Alaska  Env i ronmen ta l  Lobby,  Inc.

204 N. Franklin Street, Suite 3 Juneau, Alaska 99801 907-380-2345

Mai ch 25, 1985

Representative Mike Navarre 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Navarre:

Congratulations on your recent introduction of HB 280, "An Act creating the Anchor River and 

Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area." This proposed legislative designation would maintain critical 

moose wintering grounds, protect important riparian and fur bearing habitat, protect popular 

recreational opportunities on the Kenai, and ensure a future water supply for lower peninsula 

residents.

Protection of relatively undisturbed stream and river bottoms in the lower Kenai is essential to 

the perpetuation of the area's moose population. Though wide ranging in the summer and fall 

months, the estimated 2500 moose of the area rely upon only five or six drainages .dur ing the 

winter for the food, cover and diminshea snowfall necessary for survival. These streams and 

rivers, however, are changing quickly as the human population of the Kenai increases. The 

moose must contend with loss of habitat and associatea human uses of the area such as grazing. 

Without being alarmist, it is safe to say that protection of some of these overwintering areas is 

necessary for the survival of moose populations in the lower Kenai.

Of course, moose are not the only users of the area. The riparian habitat that support the moose 

also support a variety of other important species including dolly varden, steelhead, cohos and 

king salmon. Bald eagles, black and brown bear, and fur bearing animals like mink, coyote, wolf, 

river otter and beaver utilize the area as well.

Alaskans would stand to benefit from the proposed designation also. Recreational uses of the area 

would be encouraged under critical habitat management. Skiing, hiking, hunting, fishing, 

trapping, wildlife viewing and photography would all be proper uses of the area, subject to 

ADF&G's protection of the wildlife habitat. (Salmon spcrtfishing, for instance, is already 

prohibited in the area). The area is currently widely used for these activities and these uses 

would be enhanced under critical habitat designation.

Finally, parts of the proposed critical habitat area are being considered for a cattle grazing and 

feedlot operation. This would threaten both moose habitat and a watershed identified as important 

by the cities of Homer and Katchemak. Creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical 

Habitat Area makes good sense: it means that future generations of Alaskans on the Kenai will be 

able to enjoy a healthy moose population; and the cities of Homer and Katchemak will be ensured 

8 future source of drinking water. The Alaska Environmental Lobby— on behalf of 19 

conservation groups statewide--is pleased to endorse HB 280.

S incerely , ^  i- i /j ScottHighleyman
cc: Rep. Peter Goll X  ^  Executive Director

ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT •  ALASKA CHAPTER. SIERRA CLUB C> JUfWAU GROUP. SIERRA CLUB •  SITKA GROUP. SIERRA CLUB 

KN IK GROUP. SIERRA CLUB •  DENALI GROUP, SIEF1RA CLUB •  ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY •  ARCTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 

DENALI C IT IZENS 'COUNC IL •  ALASKA FRIENDS OF THE EARTH •  JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY •  KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY •  KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY •  LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION •  ALASKA W ILDERNESS GUIDES ASSOCIATION 

SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY •  NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAI.CENTER •  SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
to Tom H a w k i n s , Director

A D N R / D i v  .-^of Land & W a t e r  Mgnt. 

A n c h o r a g e FILE NO

DATE

AVTN: Russell R. Cunningham, Jr.

Natural Resource Manager
TELEPHONE NO 267-2284

SUBJECT:

Dennis D. Kelso, Deputy Commissioner Reclassif jtion and 

Conveyance ADL# 53853, 
2D6347, A 206348

l>Y: Dimitri B. B a d e r ^ b -

Habitat Biologist 

Habitat Division 

Anchorage

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) has reviewed the proposed 

reclassification and conveyance. The department opposes the 
reclassification and conveyance of that portion of the proposed action 
referred to ’as unit two (map attached) based on the need to protect 
important moose w inter range occurring there, even though these lands ar* 

currently under lease for grazing. Neither Fritz and/or Beaver Creek 

drainage supports vegetation suitable for grazing. Beaver Flats is composed 
of open heath with a high percentage of low willow; the headwaters of Fritz 

Cre-ik are characterized by open stands of Sitka spruce and white spruce 

which have a dense understorv of willow,. These areas would have to be 

drained, cleared and planted to grass to make them s u i t a ^ e  for cattle 

grazing. Such intensive pasture development would eliminate moose winter 
forage.

It is our understanding that an ad hoc committee of Homer residents have 

submitted draft legislation to local legislators proposing the establishment 

of this land as a critical habitat area (see attached map). This area has 

long been recognized as important w i n t e r  range for moose on the southern 

Kenai Peninsula. Approximately 300 to 500 moose use the area each winter, 
depending on w i n t e r  severity. The area's importance takes on added 

significance due to the fact that virtually no overwintering of moose occurs 
on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge in game management subunit 15C. With 
the exception of the proposed critical habitat area, most southern Kenai 

Peninsula moose w i n t e r  range occurs on private land where residential, 
commercial and agricultural development will most likely occur. In addition 
to moose, the proposed critical habitat area provides habitat for brown and 

black bears, several species of furbearers, numerous nongame species and 
spawning/rearing habitat for salmon and trout. This area receives 
considerable recreational use including hunting, trapping, wildlife viewing 
and photography, s n o w m a c h i n i n g , skiing, and hiking.



lom Hawkins - 2 -

We recon-nend that alternative lands be identified for conveyance to the 

University if a conveyance is necessary. Last July, our department 

discussed a proposed reclassification of certain lands w i t h i n  the Deep Creek 

Management Area wit h  Pat Beckley of yo u r  Southcentral Regional Office. This 

proposal identified grazing lands based on recent Soil Conservation Service 

(SCS) findings. Since the state has expressed the intent of manag i n g  a

portion of the Deep Creek lands for grazing, the possibility exists that 
s o m e l a n d £ _ h e r e  m ay be suitable for conveyance.

We recommend that staff from our two departments meet and jointly review 

land status on the southern Kenai Peninsula to identify alternative lands 

for conveyance. In the event the Deep Creek lands are determined to be

unsuitable, we could support the conveyance of other state lands if they 
have real capability for grazing and ao not contain regionally important 
wildlife habitat.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions please

don't hesitate in contacting this o f f v e .

cc: D. Ti m m

G . Bos
D. Holdermann 

S. Logan 

R. Redick

Attachment



Anchorage Daiiy  News S u n r ia v
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Moose winter food supply threatened*!
Biologist, citizens’ group want to establish Peninsula habitat area I
By RONNIE CHAPPELL
Daily M ew s reporter

The continued destruction 
of c ritica l w in te r feeding 
areas could decim ate the 
moose population  on the 
southern Kenai Peninsula, 
state biologists warn.

One of the biologists and a 
citizens’ group want to set 
aside an area of the Peninsula 
to assure the moose have a 
sufficient w inter food source.

R esidentia l subdiv isions 
and agricultural development 
are fast gobbling up the low­
land, willow forests on which 
moose depend for w in ter 
browse. Once these feeding 
areas are destroyed they can 
never be replaced, said Dave 
Holderman c the Alaska De­
partment of Fish and Game.

None of the winter feeding 
areas south of Tustum cna 
Lake lies within the bounda­
ries of the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge, Holderman 
said. Almost all are on pri­
vate land "thal is being de­
veloped at a pretty  rapid 
pace."

This sh rin k in g  w in te r 
range now represents less 
than 10 percent of the acreage 
foraged by the giant ungu­

lates in the spring, summer 
and fali, Holderman said.

It also is the factor that 
will determine the size of the 
area’s moose population in 
the future. If moose don't 
survive the winter, they can’t 
reproduce in the spring he 
said.

To prevent the complete 
destruction of the w in ter 
range, Holderman and an ad 
hoc citizens’ committee from 
the Homer area have pro­
posed creating a 19,000-acre 
critical habitat area that in­
cludes parts of the Anchor 
River and Fritz Creek drain­
ages.

Population densities as 
high as 23 moose per square 
mile have been recorded in 
the area. All of the land is 
owned by the state.

"This is the last opportuni­
ty to set aside a b;g portion of 
public land for the benefit of 
the wildlife populations on 
the southern P en in su la ,” 
Holderman said.

If approved by the legisla­
ture, the habitat area would 
be managed by the state De­
partment of Fish and Game. 
People could still hunt, fish, 
,‘rap, hike, camp, ski and

snowm achine in the area, 
Holderman said, but residen­
tial and agricultural develop­
ment would not be allowed.

The plan is a controversial 
one. . •

Many of the people who 
support it see it as a way to 
block the development of a 
major cattle export project in 
the Homer area. A similar 
tactic- was used in the late 
1970s to prevent oil explora­
tion in Kachemak Bay.

According to Holderman, 
the critical habitat area was 
not conceived as a reaction to 
the ca ttle  export venture. 
Work on the plan began in 
1D8’1, he said. "We were hop­
ing to get a proposal to the 
1985 legislature, which we 
have done. This other issue 
came up in the meantime."

The "other" issue is a 3,- 
000-acre grazing lease in the 
Friiz Creek drainage that al­
most everybody wants.

The University of Alaska 
wants title to the land so that 
it can lease the propeprty to 
Han-A Sainick Am erica 
Corp., a Korean firm, that 
says the land is crucial to its 
plans to raise and export 10,- 
000 head of cattle a year.

The cities of Homer and • 
Kachemak want the drainage 
preserved as a possible mu­
nicipal w ater source. The 
Kenai Peninsula Borough and 
the Seldovia Native Assoca- 
tion have expressed an inter­
est in owning the land.

Fish and Game, Holderman 
and the citizens’ committee 
would like to see the tract 
included in the proposed criti­
cal haoitat area. :

E arlier th is  m onth, the <
state decided to transfer own- / 
ership to the borough. But 
now borough officials say ;
they don’t want the land if its 
use is going to be limited by 
restrictions placed in the title. 
U n iv e rs ity  o ffic ia ls  say ■ 
there's a good chance they 
will appeal the decision. !:

" It’s unfortunate the tim­
ing 1 as occurred like this," 
said homesteader Bob Moss 
’ serves on the ad hoc task j .
force. "No one on the commit- |
tee has taken a stand, one 
way or the other."

Instead, lie said, task force 
'members oppose the dcstmc- j 

tion or irreplaceable moose { 
habitat for the sake of a 
grazing operation that could 
take place on other state land. *



CITIZENS FOR. 
RESPONSIBLE LAND USE

P.O. Eox 15227 o Fritz Creek, Alaska 9S603

Co-Chairmen: 
Roberta Highland 
23 5 -82  14 (home) 
23 5 -5 2 2 3  (work)

Michael Sheppard 
2 3 5 -7 4 8 6  (home) 
2 3 5 -5 3 9 7  (work)

• Ifi in r - n r
** ..!.1 * >»: f

Roberta Highland - Co-Chairperson 233-8214 (hm ); 235-5223 (vvk)
Michael Sheppard- Co-Chairperson 235-7486 (hm ); 235-5397 (wk)

• * ' * » ■*17' '•-* '
■« OBJECTIVES
i > n x  • itr.a . «r*

Ctf ' j *» ;•!
1. Wqp support the conveyance of the 80 ac. Olson Mountain parcel to the university of

Alaska, along with a covenant that limits it it its historic uss as an experimental station.

2. We support the Kenia Peninsula Critical Habitat task force and their proposal (to be put 
before the legislature) to define some 19, 000 acres in the Anchor River, Beaver Flats, 
and Fritz Creek Valley area as Critical Moose Habitat. Public opinion is essential to 
the passage of this legislation.

3. We support responsible use of wetlands and recognize that the property commonly 
known as the Red Meat Farm and its associated wetlands are not suitable for intensive 
rraz ing  or large scale teedlot.

4. We support the development of the 80 ac. Red Meat Farm as a community o r ,p re fe rab ly , 
four year college.

5. We support the maintenance of the Fritz Creek/Beaver Flac.s/Anchor River areas as 
watershed j  ^  ^  ^  ^



C I T Y  O F  H O M E R  
H O M E R ,  A L A S K A

R E S O L U T I O N  8 5 - #

A  R E S O L U T I O N  E N D O R S I N G  H O U S E  B I L L  7 3 0  " A N  A C T  
C R E A T I N G  T H E  A N C H O R  R I V E R  A N D  * R I T Z  C R E E K  
C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A " .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  H o m e r  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  W a t e r s h e d  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  as  a w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  h a s  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a r e a s  f o r  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  pi M e e t i n g  a n d  
p r e s e r v i n g  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  f o r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  * ^.nct— "public 
r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  t h e  C i t y  e n d o r s e s  H o u s e  B i l l  28 0 "An A c t  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a " ;

D A T E D ,  a t  H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  t h i s  d a y  o f  M a r c h ,  1985.

C I T Y  O F  H O M E R

W a y n e  K e s s l e r ,  M a y o r

A T T E S T :

K a t h l e e n  H e r o l d ,  C i t y  C l e r k



March 29, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman

Kenai peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
Box 1236

Homer, Alaska 99603 

Dear fir. Vanderbrink:

to s u p p o K nH B ^ 2 8 0 f1arCh 22> 1985 tha °fficers and board of dl> e ctors voted unanimously

ISJ Fede:atl'°n f*els tha* any use of this land other than preservation
a n p r m L p n t  nlri • °n !he Southern Portion of the Kenai Peninsula would cau^e 

and water qua!it ^  opportunities for recreational use of our wildlife resources

Sincere!

Stan 0. Smith 

President

International Moose Federation



Homer So il Conservation Sub -D istr ic t  
P.O. Box 415 - Homer, Alaska 99603 • Telephone: 235-8177

M a r c h  26, 1985

Dave V a n d e r b r i n k  

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

T a s k  Force 

P.O. Box 1236 

Homer. A l a s k a  99603

RE: C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  - A n c h o r  River & Fritz C r e e k  Dr a i n a g e

Dear Dave,

I a m  w r i t i n g  or. b e h a l f  of the Board of S u p e r v i s o r s  of the H omer 

Soil & W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  District. As yo u w e l l  know, we have 

f o l lowed you-; c o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  reg a r d  to the f o r m u l a­

tion of the c ri t i c a l  m o o se  h a b i t at  legislation.

We w i s h  to e x pr e s s  our s u p p o r t and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for the u l t i m a t e  

passage of this l e g i slation. On 13 M a r c h  1985, we w e r e  g iven 

ample a s s u r a n c e s  by y o u  an d  you r  c o m m i t t e e  that the c r i t i c al  

habi t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  c o n t i n u e d  m a n a g e m e n t  as a m u l t i p l e  

resource, thus a l l o w i n g  o p e n  g r a z i n g  of l i v e s t o c k  and a s s o c i a t e d  

a c t i v i t i e s  that w o u l d  not c o nf l i c t  w i t h  or d e p l e t e  the habitat. 

This a s s u r a n c e  e l i m i n a t e d  our p r i m a r y  concern.

We t h e r e f o r e  w i s h  to, onc e  again, e x pr e s s  our s u p p o r t  for the 

criti' al h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  by l e g i s l a t i o n  a nd  hope that y o u r  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b r i n g  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  to y o u r  efforts.

Sincerely,

Ch a i r m a n

bg

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT -SELF-GOVERNMENT



Whereas the South Central Regional Council represents 17 Local 
Fish and Came Advisory Comini tees and;

Whereas those Advisory Committees are concerned with the moose 
population in South Central Alaska as well as Game Management Uni 
15 C and;

Whereas the South Central Regional Council realizes the critical 
■function of winter moose habitat and;

•

Whereas the South Central Regional Council understands that 
development in the Homer area has and will continue to spread and 
eliminate critical winter moose habitat and;

Whereas this critical habitat must be set aside before developmen 
begins in the area where this habitat exists;

Therefore be it Resolved by the South Central Regional Council, a 
a meeting on March 21, 1985 by unanimous vote, to support the 
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA-

T o  W h o m  It M a y  C o n c e r n :

Submitted by:

Daniel R. Calhoun 
Vice-Chairman
South Central Regional Council



HELP  E S T A B L I S H  TH E  ANCHOR  R I V E R / F R I T Z  CR E EK  
CR ITICA L HAD I TA T AREA

S U P P O R T  HB 280

The future of a healthy moose population on the lower  Kenai Peninsula is 
being threatened. Moose in th is region concentrate during the Han  w inter  
months in the lower segments of major river va l i e y s  and south -fac ing  
benchlands. These  areas are unique in providing moose  w i th  the e s sen t ia l s  
for overwinter s u r v iv a l - -  an abundant food supply in the form of w i l l ow  
browse, resting and hiding cover, and re lief from deep snows.
Unfortunately, most moose w inter  habitat on the lower  Kenai Peninsula is 
privately owned and has been serious ly dimin ished in quality and extent by a 
rapidly growing human population during the past tw o  decades.

House Bil l 280, introduced in the Alaska Leg is lature on March 13, 1985 by 
Representative Mike Navarre (D-Kenai) at the request of many Homer-area 
residents , would provide for the creation of the Anchor River and Fritz 
Creek Cr it i ca l  Habitat Area. Th i s  leg is lat ion needs your support.

Important Facts:

1. The w inter  period is  the bottleneck in the moose 's  annual cycle. 
Reproductive suc ce ss  and population growth depend on overwinter survival.

2. Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula arc restr icted during the winter 
period to le s s  than 10% of the area that they occupy in summer and fall.

3. V irtual ly  no moose overwinter on the Kenai National W i ld l ife  Refuge 
south of Tustumcna Lake.

4  Substantia l amounts of residentia l and commercia l  development have 
Llready occurred on moose w inter  habitat at Coho Beach, lower Deep 
Creek /N in i  lchik River, lower Anchor River, and the Homer Bench.

5. The  Anchor River is important spawning and rearing habitat for king 
salmon, coho salmon, s tee lhead /ra inbow trout, and dolly varden.

6. The Anchor R iver /F r i t z  Creek area has been identified s ince  the early 
1970’s as cr i t ica l  moose w inter  habitat. The effort to have it leg is la t ive ly  
designated began several years ago.



House Bil l 280:

HB 280 would set  as ide 19,000 acres as the Anchor River and Fritz Creek 
Cr it i ca l  Habitat Area. The purpose is to protect and preserve the habitat of 
the area for w i ld l i f e  and fish. Traditional  uses  such as hunting, fishing, 
recreation, etc. wou ld  be a l lowed , but incompatible  uses  wou ld  be 
restricted. Spe c i f i c  mult ip le uses for the area wou ld  be determined through 
the adoption of a management plan developed by ADF&G after  public 
hearings. Exist ing grazing leases  would be unaffected by the designation.

The bil l includes these spec i f i c  provisions:
( 1) The use of Fri tz  Creek as a wa te r  source is protected.
(2) The poss ib i l i ty  of a dam and reservoir on Fritz  Creek is  reserved.
(3) The use of inholdings is guaranteed.
(4) Borough land w ith in  the boundaries that is committed  to the cr i t ica l  
habitat area by the borough is subject to jo int  management by the s ta te  and 
borough. (All of the 19,000 acres proposed for the area is  s t a t e -own ed  
except for 3000 acres on the Fritz Creek end wh ich  w a s  recent ly  conveyed 
to the Kenai Peninsula Borough. The conveyance is currently under appeal.)

How You Can Help:

HB 280 has been referred to the House Resources and F inance Committees  
for public hearings. The Resources Committee  is expected to take it up very 
soon and may te leconference its meeting to Homer and other s ites .

You can let leg is lators  know of your support for the bill by writ ing them at 
Pouch V, Juneau, Ak. 9 9 8 I I  or by sending them a free public opinion message  
by cal I ing 235-7878 (Homer), 262 -9364 (Soldotna), or 278 -3668 
(Anchorage). People at those numbers can inform you of the b i l l 's  progress.

The future of a healthy moose population on the southern Kenai Peninsula 
depends on the ava i lab i l i ty  of large tracts  of undeveloped w in ter  habitat. 
Lands along the upper Anchor River and Fr itz  Creek represent the last 
opportunity to preserve a major moose w in ter  range on the lower  Peninsula. 
U r ge  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 280 !

prepared by:
Kenai Peninsula Cr it i ca l  Habitat Task  Force 
Dave Vanderbrink, Chair
Box 1236, Homer, Ak. 99603 3 / 14 /8 5
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