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Alaska i~tate legislature

Representative JohnRingstad W m in Juneau

District 20-B Pouch V

P.O Box 1848 Juneau. Alaska 99811
Fairoanks, Alaska99707 (907) 465-4998

(907) 456-8336

"ouse of "Representatives

HB 256, an act establishing the economic development policy of the state, Iis
a general policy statement, addressing the need for a stable, diversified
economic base, and declaring Alaska®s commitment to foster such development
through the state"s cooperation with the private sector.

Alaska sorely lacks an economic development policy.

This fact has hit us hard, ith the sudden decline in revenues we are
currently facing. It had been anticipated, that by the time the oil revenue
dollars started falling off, Alaska would be well on the road to a stable,
diversified economy. The oil revenues are now on the decline, and looking at

the world-wide market situation and pricing structure for oil, this 1is a
long-term situation.

HB 256 reflects Alaska®"s need and desire to further its economic viability.
This confirmation is a long-term commitment towards the goal of diversifying
our economy, thus creating more jobs for the citizens of this great state,
and allowing them the opportunity to continue to make Alaska their home.
Further, HB 256 will serve as a signal to domestic and foreign businesses of
our commitment to economic development.

Passage of HB 256 will confirm this intent. This legislation 1is a general
policy statement and is not intended to favor any industry or project.

I*ve been asked about the need for this legislation as a statute rather than

a resolve. Billy Berrier, Director of Legal Services, has stated that a
resolve does not have the weight or intent that a statute carries. Further,
the intent of a resolution only holds for a particular Legislature. Our goal

must be a long-term, continuous commitment to develop Alaska®s economy.

I ask for your support, and thank you for your consideration of HB 256.
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THE
Aft-DITTMAN
POLL

ofAlaska business leaders

The Aftl-Dittman Pnll is a regular monthly feature o/"Alaska Construction & Oil
and Alaska AnalystsiDittman Research. Each month several hundred Alaska busi-
nessmen and businesswomen are contacted and asked their opinions on questions of
statewide importance. The statewide totals are combined and published in the weekly
business newsletter Alaska from the Inside (Aftl) and in Alaska Construction &
0il. The respondents included in the sample are representative oftheirfields ofactivity
and are located throughout the state.

QUESTION

"Overall, do you feel state government regulations and policies are most likely to
encourage ordiscourage well-planned, responsible resource development?"

RESULTS

Encourage Discourage Undecided
Construction nnd Timber 22% 78%
Petroleum and Mining 13% 85% 2%
Finance und Services 42% 56% 22.
TOTAL 24% 74% 2%
ANALYSIS

Nearly three-quarters (74%) of Alaska's business leaders interviewed in November
feel state government regulations and policies discourage well-planned and responsi-
ble resource development.

The percentage ofrespondents agreeing varies widely by industry. Petroleum and
Mining respondentsare the mostadamant, with 85% answering "discourage."”

Areview ofthe respondents’comments offered during the poll shows thutthe Alaska
Department of Fish and Game was the most frequently mentioned example ofa state
agency thatdiscourages resource development. Thecommentsrdso indicated two main
reasons forrespondents'concern nboutgovernment policies:

(1) Itisdifficult torustify the expense and time required to design a well-planned
development and take it through the permitting process when the likelihood of
success isalways in doubt.

(2) The state employees who work in regulatory agencies ore more likely to have
regulatory ("protective') mentalities which may blind them to the benefits of
resource development.

COMMENTS

"Mainly in the permitarea — the Departmentof Fish and Game stops more projects
than any agency. They are always on the side ofthe Sierra Club and SEACC. No de-
velopmentistheir policy."

"It took 16 years to”.t a water-use permit formining and | have a coal prospecting
permitapplicat’ ,ithatisnineyearsoldand still pending.”

"Th" tendency in state government isto over regulate. Th « an only be one result
of that tendency — operating costs are increased both by the requirements for com-
pliance and the costofprocessing paper.”

"It takes too much time and effort to get permission for access. It discourages people
beforethey even start.”

"Regulationsare builtaround a negative attitude."

"Definitely encouraged — a marked improvement noted in both words and deeds!"

"Until the Department of Fish and Game is restricted from making unilateral nnd
arbitary decisions concerning resource development, we will be unable to encourage
developmentno matter how well-planned and res nsible!"

Alaska Construction & O illIFebruary IDSa

CALENDAR

ENERGY-SOURCES TECHNOLOGY CON-
FERENCE 4 EXHIBITION — Sponsored
by the American Society ol Mechanical En-
gineers at Loews Anatole Hotel, Dallas. TX,
(214)247-1747, F ""h. 17-22.

TRAINING SESSIONS ON DRILLING AND
BLASTING TECHNIQUES — Explosives
Services Corp. ol Issaquah, Wash., (206)
392-7112, is conducting a five-day training
session on drilling and blasting techniques
in Ketchikan. Feb. 18-Feb. 22; and in An-
chorage, Feb. 25-March 1.

INTRODUCTION TO MICROCOMPUTERS
—A short course prerented by the Society
ol Mining Engineers oi the American Insti-
tute ol Mining. Metallurgical and Petroleum
Engineers. Hilton Hotel. New York. NY.
(303) 973-9550, Feh. 23-24.

FINANCE FOR THE MINERALS INDUSTRY
— A symposium that is part ol the annual
meeting events (or the Society of Mining
Engineers ol the American Institute ol Min-
ing. Metallurgical and Petroleum En-
gineers; Hilton Hotel. New York. NY, (303)
973-9550. Feh. 24-28.

STATE OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE NO. 46A
— Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel, An-
chorage, Feb. 26.

AGC 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION/CON-
STRUCTOR EXPOSITION — The As-
sociated General Contractors ol America
1985 convention, San Francisco, CA, Feb.
27-March 5.

ALASKA SUPPORT INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
— Conference on marginal oil (ield de-
velopment. Captain Cook Hotel, Anchor-
age. March 2.

FOURTH ANNUAL ALASKA CONSTRUC-
TION SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT SHOW
—Exhibits and technical sessions. Sullilan
Arena. Anchorage, (907) 346-2424, March
2122,

ARCTIC ’85: CIVIL ENGINEERING IN THE
ARCTIC OFFSHORE — A national spe-
cially conference of the American Society
of Civil Engineers at the Sheraton Palace
Hotel, San Francisco. CA, (713) 772-0876,
March 25-27.

34TH ANNUAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE/
MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE —Spon-
sored by the University ol Washington. Col-
lege ol Engineering, at Kane Hall. Seattle,
WA. (206) 543-5539, March 25-28.

ALASKA TRANSPORTATION FORUM —
University of Alaska-Fairbanks, April 15
16.

CABLE HARVEST TECHNIQUES —Holiday
Inn-Downtown. Spokane, WA, (509) 838-
6101, April 15-19.

UnibedW”y
dKingCaunty
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THE
Aft-DITTMAN

POLL

ofAlaska business leaders

The Aftl-Dittman Poll is a regular monthly feature cfAlaska Construction & Oil
and Alaska AnalystsiDittman Research. Each month several hundred Alaska busi-
nessmen and businesswomen are contacted and asked their opinions on questions of
statewide importance. The statewide totals are combined and published in the weekly
business newsletter A laska from the Inside (Aftl) andin Alaska Construction &
Qil. The respondents included in the sample are representative oftheirfields ofactivity
and are located throughout the state.

QUESTION

"Overall, do you feel state government regulations and policies are most likely to
encourage ordiscourage well-planned, responsible resource development?”

RESULTS

Encourage Discourage Undecided
Construction and Timber 22% 8%
Petroleum and Mining 13% 85% 2%
Finance and Services 42% 56% 2%
TOTAL 24% 74% 2%
ANALYSIS

Nearly three-quarters (74%) of Alaska’s business leaders interviewed in November
feel state governmentregulations and policies discourage well-planned and responsi-
ble resourcedevelopment.

The percentage ofrespondents agreeing varies widely by industry. Petroleum and
Mining respondentsare the mostadamant, with 85% answering"discourage."”

Areview ofthe respondents'comments offered during the poll showsthat the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game was the most frequently m'—tioned example ofa state
agency thatdiscourages resource development. Thecommei.ts also indicated two main
reasons forrespondents' concern aboutgovernmentpolicies:

(1) It isdifficult tojustify the expense and time required to design a well-planned
development and take it through the permitting process when the likelihood of
successisalways indoubt.

(2) The state employees who work in regulatory agencies are more likely to have
regulatory ("protective”) mentalities which may blind them to the benefits of
resource development.

COMMENTS

"Mainly in the permitarea — the DepartmentofFish and Game stops more projects
than any agency. They are always on the side of the Sierra Club and SEACC. No de-
velopmentis their policy."

"It took 16 years to get a water-use permit formining and I have a coal prospecting
permitapplication thatisnineyearsold and still pending."

'The tendency in state governmentistoover-regulate. There can only be one result
of that tendency — operating costs are increased both by the requirements for com-
pliance and the costofprocessing paper."”

"It takes too much time and effort to get permission for access. Itdiscourages people
before they even start."”

"Regulationsare builtaround a negative attitude.”
"Definitely encouraged— a marked improvement noted in both wordsand deeds!"

"Until the Department of Fish and Game is restricted from making unilateral and
arbitary decisions concerning resource development, we will be unable to encourage
developmentno matter how well-planned and responsible!"

10 Alaska Construction & O il' February IDS5

CALENDAR

ENERGY-SOURCES TECHNOLOGY CON-
FERENCE & EXHIBITION — Sponsored
by the American Society ol Mechanical En-
gineers at Loews Anatole Hotel. Dallas, TX,
(214) 247-1747, Feb. 17-22.

TRAINING SESSIONS ON DRILLING AND
BLASTING TECHNIQUES — Explosives
Services Corp. of Issaquah, Wash.. (206)
392-7112, is conducting a live-day training
session on drilling ai>d blasting techniques
in Ketchikan, Feb. 18-Feb. 22; and in An-
chorage. Feb. 25-March 1.

INTRODUCTION TO MICROCOMPUTERS
—A shrrtcourse presented by the Society
ol Minin  Engineers ol the American Insti-
tute ol Mi ..ng, Metallurgical and Petroleum
Engineers, Hilton Hotel. New York, NY,
(303) 973-9550. Feb. 23-24.

FINANCE FOR THE MINERALS INDUSTRY
— A symposium that is part ol the annual
meeting events for the Society ol Mining
Engineers ol the American Ins”ute ol Min-
ing, Metallurgical and Petroleum En-
gineers; Hilton Hotel, New York, NY, <303’
973-9550, Feb. 24-28.

STATE OILAND GAS LEASE SALE NO. 46A
— Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel, An-
chorage. Feb. 26.

AGC 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION/CON-
STRUCTOR EXPOSITION — The As-
sociated General Contractors ol America
1985 convention, San Francisco, CA, Feb.
27-March 5.

ALASKA SUPPORT INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
— Conference on marginal oil field de-
velopment, Captain Cook Hotel, Anchor-
age. March 2,

FOURTH ANNUAL ALASKA CONSTRUC-
TION SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT SHOW
—Exhibits and technical sessions. Sullivan
Arena, Anchorage. (907’ "'46-2424, March
21-2.

ARCTIC '85: CIVIL ENGINEERING IN THE
ARCTIC OFFSHORE — A national spe-
cialty conference ol the American Society
ol Civil Engineers at the Sheraton Palace
Hotel. San Francisco. CA, (713) 772-0876,
March 25-27.

34TH ANNUAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE/
MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE —Spon-
sored by the University ol Washington, Col-
lege ol Engineerino  Kane hall. Seattle,
WA. (206) 543-5539, March 25-28.

ALASKA TRANSPORTATION FORUM —
University of Alaska-Fairbanks. April 15-
16.

CABLE HARVEST TECHNIQUES —Holiday
Inn-Downtown. Spokane, WA, (509) 838-
6101, April 15-19.

UnibedWay
afKingCounty
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March 5, 1985

Representative Dick Shultz
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Dick:

I was glad to see your name listed as a cosponsor of
HB 256. This 1is an important bill for the state of

Alaska and the Resource Development Council. Your
support is significant and is creating support for the
i bill by those who know you and your record.

We and others have been pushing for this sort of state
economic development policy for several years. With
this bill Alaska can have the statutory guidelines

for economic development envisioned 1in our

ol | constitution.
lil I am aware that HB 256 is tentatively scheduled tc be
heard in your committee March 20. I appreciate the
usf priority you have given this. You can be sure that the
Resource Development Council will have testimony

prepared to support this bill and encourage its timely
passage in the House.

Kam Please let us know if there 1is any background or
related information we can provide to aid your
committee in reviewing this bill.

Thank you again for your support.

Ih
Sincerel
RESOU EVELOPM75N7T council
for a, Inc/ J

Paula P. Easley
Executive Director

cc: Michael Abbott, RDC Legislative Coordinator




Testimony of the Resource Development Council on HB 256
Before the House Resource Committee

March 22, 1985

Good morning. Mv name 1is" Beverly Ward and | am representing
the Resource Development Council for Alaska of which | am a
member of the board of directors. We appreciate the opportunity

to comment on HB 256.

The economic development policy outlined in this bill 1is a
positive addition to the Alaska Statutes. We encourage the

passage of this bill in its present form.

Our objectives regarding this legislation are very simple.
We want to see that there are statutory mandates for economic
development. The tenets of this bill are broadly supported by
Alaskans from every region. Our goals, within the context of
this legislation, are not to influence specific regulatory or
development proposals, but to create guidelines for all branches

of government.

Specifically, HB 256 mandates purposeful development of
Alaska®s natural resources to further its goals of a sound
economy, stable employment and a desirable quality of life. It
also mandates state involvement as a catalyst for responsible

economic development.



None of the provisions of this bill are new to any dis—
cussion of economic development. This bill simply places them
within a fraivd-work which allows Alaska to measure itself against

its own economic development goals.

Thank you for the opportunity to present the comments of the

Resource Development Council.



Resource Development Council
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March 5, 1985 \$P
Mil®
Representative John Ringstad

Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear John:

We are so pleased to see HB 256 introduced with you as
sponsor. This is an important bill for the state of
Alaska and the Resource Development Council. Your
sponsorship is significant and 1is creating support for
the bill by these who know you and your record.

We and others have been pushing for this sort of state
' economic development policy for several years. With
this bill Alaska can have the statutory guidelines

for economic development exurisixmed in our

constitution. A
a . I am aware that HB 256 is tentatively scheduled to be
I heard in House Resources March 20. You can be sure
0 that the Resource Development Council will have
testimony-prepared to support this bill and encourage
ﬂi&q its timely passage in the House.
nﬁm i Please let us know 1if there 1is any background or
oL related information we can provide to aid its passage.
i
Thank you again for your support.
Sincerely
) RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Iin for Xlasjt4, Inc/

it
Paula P. Easley /
Executive Director /

u
cc: Michael Abbott, RDC Legislative Coordinator
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P.O. Box 1267

Fairbanks

. Mayor: B.B. Allen
V»aW\NrnWt\ygqap_] ner StiMXwW* i m - weealtw » >u.»rasivn

February 12, 1985

fEB t919

Representative John Ringstad
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau AK 99811

Dear John:

Ba”ed on the advice of several people including Harold Heinze,
President,- ARCO Alaska, Inc., Bob Bettisworth, Dr. Earl Beistline, Dr.
WilliaiTv Wood and others, we have formed a statewide Resource Policy
Coalition to aod”ess the needs of resource development throughout our
state.

At our initial meeting, the first resolution we adopted was a
policy statement on economic development. I would like for you and
other members of the interior delegation to review the policy statement
in hopes that you will do whatever is necessary to establish this as a
statement of the State of Alaska®s policy on economic development.

This policy statement on economic development has been supported by
the Alaska Municipal League, Alaska Conference of Mayors, Fairbanks
North Star Borough, Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, City of
Seward, Alaska Mining Association and several others. I think it is
important that members of the interior delegation, representing the area
where most of the resources are located, provide the leadership by
introducing and supporting the resolution for the development and
processing of those natural resources.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

B.B. ALLEN
Borough Mayor

BBA:al

enclosure

oty N pojos
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 (907) 452-4761
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