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l e g i s l a t u r e

H O U S t  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  
CO M M ITTEE  O N  R E S O U R C E S

POUCH V 
JU NEAU . ALASKA 89811 

(807 ) .165-3715

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  of the House

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e d

A pril 7, 1986

ann, C o - C h a i r

Board of Fisheries C o n f i r m a t i o n s

The H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  Committ ee has h a d  a c o n f i r m a t i o n  h e a r i n g  
on t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  appoint ments to t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of 
Fisher ies a n d  m a k e s  the f ollowing r e c o m m e nda tions:

Mr. Bix B onnev 

C O NFI RM DO NOT C O N FIRM N O  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N

/ i : U U u J  , ■ L / k f i - U ) ,
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ben G r us se nd or f
A pr il  7, 1936
PAGE TWO

Mr,. J e s s e  F o s t e r  

CONFIRM DO NOT CONFIRM

7

NO RECOMMENDATION

!h M k .

Mr. V al A noasan 

CONFIRM DO NOT CONFIRM

( L & k

NO RECOMMENDATION



Resume

V a l  N. A n g a s a n  
B o x  89 ’
Di l l i n g h a m ,  A K  99576 
Phone: 8 4 2 - 5 4 6 3

P E R S O N A L  D A T A

B i r t h d a t e :  F e b r u a r y  14, 1953
M a r i t a l  Status: Married, 2 c h i l d r e n

E D U C A T I O N

U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, 1970 - 1974, fu l l  a n d  p a r t  time, M a j o r e d  
in B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and n o w  has a t otal of 90 hours.

E M P L O Y M E N T  H I S T O R Y

1982 - P r e s e n t  B r i s t o l  B?v H e r r i n g  M a r k e t i n g  C o r p . , M a n a g e r

1981 - 1982 B u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in w i n t e r  and c o m m e r c i a l
f i s h e d  in su m m e r

1980 - 1981 I M A R P I K  R e g i o n a l  A q u a c u l t u r e  Corp., A s s i s t a n t
M a n a g e r

1975 - 1980 E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  B r i s t o l  B a y  N a t i v e  Corp.,
D i r e c t o r  - f i s h e d  c o m m e r c i a l l y  in summer.

M i s c e l l a n e o u s  Data:

Has s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t e d  a n d  fished.



November 29, 1982

Gov. Bill Sheffield 
Sheffield Hotel 
Plaza 201 E 3rd 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Bill,

I once finair. rxt.end my sincere congratulations on your victory. There is no doubt
in my mind that you will be one of the "Great" Governors ot our State.
I would like to be kept in mind in event there is opportunity to make use of my
background and expertise. I believe that I could be of rdynificant value to you
in all areas pertaining to the fisheries or subsistance problems. I, specifically, 
would like to sit on an Ad Hoc group Involved in subsistance as related to sport 
users of our fish and game. I feel my longevity in our state, my interfacing 
with Bush groups, Commercial fishing interests and my Sport fishing and hunting 
advocation would be of value to your administration.' The following points may be 
of interest in justifying any appointments.

1. 31 years resident in Alaska
a. Ketchikan 1951-57
b. Sitka 1958-62
c. Kodiak 1962-75
d. Anchorage 1975-present -

2. 12 years in Alaska Pulp Mills Technical Department ending 1n 1962
as Lab Superintendent Alaska Lumber & Pulp Co., Sitka • •

3. 12 years fish processing business President B ?i B Fisheries, Inc.,
in Kodiak

4. 7 years executive search and management consulting, President Bonney, 
Garland & Co.. Inc. in Anchorage

5. President Anchorage East Rotary Club
6 . In depth background in both sport and commercial fishing —  Co-Chairman

Kenai River Sport Fishing Association (500 members) and Board of 
Directors Alaska Sportfishinq Association (1000 members)

Sincerely,

Bonney, Garland & Co., Inc.

Anchorage, Alaska 29503 Telephone: (907) 275-1451

B0NHEY, GARUflD & CO., INC.

Bix Bonney 
President

BB/ekb

Calais ’•! Bldg.. 3301 C Street, Suite 202



Re s u m e

J e s s e  F o s t e r

P E R S O N A L D A T A

Birthdate: Ju n e  26, 1941
M a r i t a l  Status: Ma r r i e d ,  4 c h i l d r e n

E D U C A T I O N

H i g h  Sch o o l  - G E D

C O M M I T T E E / B O A R D  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T  H I S T O R Y

1981 - P r e s e n t  - A l a s k a  L a n d  U s e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e
-AVCP E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  B o a r d  M e m b e r

1980 - P r e s e n t  -AVCP F i s h e r i e s  T a s k  F o r c e

1980 - 1982 - A l a s k a  F i s h e r i e s  D e v e l o p m e n t  F oundation,
B o a r d  M e m b e r

1979 - P r e s e n t  -North P a c i f i c  F i s h i n g  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l
A d v i s o r y  P a nel

1978 - P r e s e n t  - I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s
C o m m i s s i o n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  

- C e n t r a l  B e r i n g  Sea F i s h  a n d  Ga m e  A d v i s o r y  
Committee, Vi c e  C n a i r m a n  

- W e s t e r n  A l a s k a  F i s h e r m e n ' s  M a r k e t i n g  Assn. 
- Q u i n h a g a k  City C o uncil, P a s t  M a y o r  
- Q u i n h a g a k  City C o uncil, C o u n c i l  M e m b e r

1977 - P r e s e n t - B e r i n g  Sea F i s h e r m e n ' s  Assn., Past P r e s i d e n t  
- B e r i n g  Sea F i s h e r m e n ' s  Assn., B o a r d  M e m b e r



SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES 
M arch 13, 1986 
8 :3 0  a .m .

MEMBERS PRESENT

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  P e t e r  G o i l ,  C h a ir  
R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  K a t ie  H u r le y , V ice  C h a ir  
R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  D a^id  Thompson 
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R oger J e n k in s  
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  A ndre M arrou 
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Mike N a v a rre

MEMBERS ABSENT

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Jo h n e  B in k le y

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

C o n f irm a tio n  h e a r in g s :

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES:
V a l  A ngasan o f  D illin g h a m
O r ig in a l  te rm  began  0 1 /2 3 /8 4 , r e a p p o in te d  0 2 /1 0 /8 6  
0 1 / '1 / 8 9 .

B ix  Bonney o f  A nchorage
O r ig in a l  te rm  began  0 7 /2 0 /8 3 , r e a p p o in te d  0 2 /1 0 /8 6  
0 1 /3 1 /8 9 .

J e s s e  F o s t e r  o f  Q uinhagak
O r ig in a l  te rm  began  0 7 /2 0 /8 3 , r e a p p o in te d  0 2 /1 0 /8 6  
0 1 /3 1 /8 9 .

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES ENTRY COMMISSION:
R ic h a rd  L is to w s k i  o f  Ju n e au
O r ig in a l  te rm  began  0 3 /1 5 /8 3 , r e a p p o in te d  0 6 /2 4 /8 5  
0 7 /0 1 /8 9 .

WITNESS REGISTER

S e n a .to r V ic  F i s c h e r  
A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
C a p i to l  11
J u n e a u , A la sk a  99811 
T e le p h o n e : 465-4997
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  S u p p o r ts  r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix

Randy B erg 
Box 4177
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-5727

e x p i r e s

e x p i r e s

e x p i r e s

e x p i r e s

Bonney.



G reg D av is
18819 S p u r H ighway, £139 
K e n a i, A la sk a  99611 
T e le p h o n e : 262-7360

Position Statement: Do not confirm Bix Bonney.

P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

C. D ickson  
Box 2018
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-6020
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

Dan Ing raham  
Box 1033
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

W illia m  G avin  
Box 3628
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-7746
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

N ig e l  G u e s t 
Box 2015
K e n a i, A la sk a  9961.1 
T e le p h o n e : 262.-9466
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

Rodney B erg  
266 Redwood C o u rt 
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-6064
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

K aren  C a lla h a n  
Box 2015
K e n a i, A la sk a  99611 
T e le p h o n e : 262-9466
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

J im  Jo h n so n  
Box 3774
S o ld o tn a ,  A? a sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-5357
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

T.im H in e r  
Box 2122
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-5357
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do

no-; c o n f irm  B ix Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix  Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix  Bonney.

n o t  c o n f irm  B ix Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix Bonney.

n o t c o n f i rm  B ix Bonney.

n o t  c o n f i rm  B ix Bonney.



C h e ry l S u t to n  
Box 546
S o ld o tn a ,  A la sk a  99669 
T e le p h o n e : 262-2492
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t:  Do n o t  c o n f i r m  B ix  Bonney:

P h i l  M cCrudden 
Box 2271
Homer, A la sk a  99604
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t:  S u p p o r ts  r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix  Bonney.

L a r ry  S m ith  
Box 337
Homer, A la sk a  99604
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  S u p p o r ts  r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix  Bonney.

Myron M ickey 
Box 120
A nchor P o in t ,  A laska
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do n o t  c o n f i r m  B ix  Bonney.

Thomas G. K o la s in s k i  
5314 S i l l a r y  
A n c h o rag e , A la sk a  99508 
T e le p h o n e : 333-0886
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do n o t  c o n f i r m  B ix  Bonney.

S c o t t  0 . S e l l  
7140 L in d e n  C o u rt 
A n ch o rag e , A la sk a  99502 
T e le p h o n e : 243-4529
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do n o t  c o n f i r m  B ix  Bonney.

J o e  C onners 
13120 S a u n d e rs  C ourt 
A n ch o rag e , A la sk a  99516 
T e le p h o n e : 345-5760
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  Do n o t  c o n f i r m  B ix  Bonney.

B ix  Bonney 
5847 D eB arr Road 
A n ch o rag e , A la sk a  99503 
T e le p h o n e : 333-7406
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  " . . . t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y ,  I  have
done w hat I  th o u g h t  was r i g h t . "

G ordon P e te r s o n  
H oonah, A la sk a
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  S u p p o rts  r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix  Bonney.

Bob B la k e , P r e s id e n t  
U n ite d  F ish e rm en  o f  A laska 
J u n e a u , A la sk a  99801 
T e le p h o n e : 586-2936



Dean Paddock
B r i s t o l  Bay D r i f t n e t t e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
P o s i t i o n  S ta te m e n t :  S u p p o r ts  re p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix  Bonney.

PREVIOUS ACTION

N ot a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g .

TAPE £32 SIDE ONE 
R e c o rd in g

Number 000

C hairm an  G o ll  c a l l e d  th e  m e e tin g  t o  o r d e r  a t  8 :4 0  a,m . He 
announced  t h e  calenda*  and a s k e d  th e  f i r s t  w i tn e s s  to  come 
fo rw a rd .

Number 020

G ordon P e te r s o n ,  Chairman -  Hoonah A d v iso ry  Com m ittee and 
C hairm an -  I c y  S t r a i t s  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  s a i d  he would 
l i k e  t o  e n d o rs e  th e  r e a p p o in tm e n t  o f  B ix  Bonney. B ix, he 
s a i d ,  i s  a good p e rso n  on t h e  b o a rd , open m inded and easy  
t o  d e a l  w i th .  B ix has t h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  h a v in g  worked in  
t h e  p r o c e s s in g  in d u s t r y  and i s  a b le  t o  b r in g  b o th  s p o r t  
f i s h i n g  and  p ro c e s s in g  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  B oard o f  F ish  
p r o c e s s .  I  w ould  l i k e  t o  s e e  him r e a p p o in te d .

Number 080

S c o t t  0 . S e l l  t e s t i f y i n g  f ro m  A nchorage  s t a t e d  he  i s  a 
p r o p e r ty  ow ner in  Kenai and  w ou ld  n o t  l i k e  t o  s e e  Mr.
Bonney r e a p p o in te d  to  th e  B o a rd  o f  F i^ h . L ook ing  a t  h i s  
p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  f e e l  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  be  on th e  b o a rd .
M ost o f  t h e  b o a rd s  a re  to o  t o p  h eav y  w ith  governm en t 
a g e n c ie s  and  I  f e e l  more i n d i v i d u a l  p e o p le  s h o u ld  be on th e  
b o a rd .

Number 107

B ix  Bonney t e s t i f i e d  from A n c h o rag e  com m enting he would 
l i k e  t o  make, c l e a r  t h a t  he  i s  on tw o b o a rd s :  K enai R iv er
S p e c ia l  M anagement Board ( c o n s i s t i n g  o f  18 members) and th e  
A la sk a  B oard  o f  F i s h e r ' i e s H e  a sk e d  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  on 
t h e  n e tw o rk , i f  th e y  had c r i t i c i s m s , -  t o  s t a t e  w hich  board  
th e y  w ere  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  Some o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  I  have  ta k e n  
on th e  K enai R iv e r  Board, h e  s a i d ,  h a s  a l i e n a t e d  c e r t a i n  
u s e r  g ro u p s  and  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  B oard o f  F i s h e r i e s .

Position Statement: Supports reappointment of Bix Bonney.

Number .140



T h o m a s  G. K jla sinski t e s t i f i e d  from Anc ho r a g e  stating he is 
o p p o s e d  to the c o n f i r m a t i o n  of Bix Bonney to the Board of 
Fisheries. My o p p o s i t i o n  is ba sed on Mr. Bonney's 
a c t i v i t i e s  as a K enai R i v e r  special m a n a g e m e n t  area b o a r d  
m e m b e r  and as t he c h a i r m a n  of the social and r e creational  
c o m m i t t e e  of that board. W h i l e  in those positions, Mr. 
B o nne y has demonstrv. ted that his personal o p i n ions and 
pr e j u d i c e s  d i ctate h o w  he executes the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of 
the p o s i t i o n s  he holds. Scient ific facts, logic, and 
pu b l i c  o p ini on c o n trary to his p o s i t i o n  seems not to alter 
his bias. A  p e r s o n  w h o  allows t heir p r e c o n c e i v e d  ideas to 
overr i d e  e v i d e n c e  to the contrary cann ot act in the I est 
interes t of the p e o p l e  or the state. Since this po sition 
is not elected b y  the public, the p u b l i c  relies on the good 
j u d g e m e n t  of our l egislator s to c o n f i r m  respo n s i b l e  
individuals. I am c o n f i d e n t  that a f t e r  y o u r  review, you 
w i l l  not c o n f i r m  Mr. Bonney.

Nu m b e r  165

J oe C o nners t e s t i f y i n g  from A n c h orage stated he h e a r d  Mr. 
Bonney' s c o m men ts and said I am f amiliar with his behavior, 
b o t h  on the Kenai R i v e r  Special M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m itte e and 
B oard of Fisheries. I feel it is u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  one's 
b e h a v i o r  is often e x e m p l i f i e d  across the board in v a ri ous 
a ctivi t i e s  that  one serves on. A l t h o u g h  my comments are 
general, they do address Mr. Bonney's personal b e h a v i o r  
w h i c h  I feel do come up on his activit ies on both  boards.
I am e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  about his b a s i c  m e t h o d  of 
operation. He tends to legislate his own person al feelings 
and does not repre sent the sports a ctivit ies or t he sports 
person. I feel he has d i s f r a n c h i s e d  himself w i t h  the 
sports fishermen. On the issue of local sport fishing 
activities, he does not seek or u t i liz e scientific  or 
factual data, but deals in his own pers onal s u ppositions  
and is q u i c k  to c reate his own personal studies.

I p e r s o n a l l y  feel he has got it in for the guides. Rece nt 
l e g i s l a t i o n  b efore the fishery b o a r d  t aking away two days a 
w e e k  for t h e  guides in M a y  and June. In effect, it hur ts a 
lot of people. I am t o t a l l y  opposed to the c o n f i r m a t i o n  of 
Bix Bonney.

N u m b e r  216

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h o m p s o n  asked the w i tness w h y  he feels Bix 
Bonney has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to repr esent sport fishermen 
m o r e  chan any other g roup on the b o a r d  of fish.

Mr. Conne rs r e plied that Mr. Bonney is from Anchorage, 
there tends to be a J ot sport fishing interest from 
A n c h o r a g e  and I feel th at he should be c o n c erned about w h a t  
the const i t u e n t s  in A n c h o r a g e  are concerned  about.



N um be r 228

Randy Berg t e s t i f y i n g  from Soldotna addre ssed 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h o m p s o n  that his (Berg's) u n d e r s t a n d i n g  was 
that Bix Bonney was put on the board to repr e s e n t  sports 
fishermen and not his personal interest.

N u m b e r  233

Ch a ir man Goll c l a r i f i e d  that man y p eople like to t h i n k  of 
the m e m b e r s  on the Board of Fish as r e p r e s e n t i n g  specific 
interest groups. However, the law requires that 
ap p oi ntments to the b o a r d  be made w i t h o u t  r e gard to thei r 
regional or political affiliation. In this context, 1 
think, polit i c a l  a f fi liation extends to w h i c h  g e a r  gro up a 
p erson seems to be identified  with. The b o a r d  has to sit 
as a g r o u p  of judges on issues that cross gear grcup lines 
and regional lines.

Nu m b e r  248

Ra n d y  Berg c o n t i n u e d  by referring to the two boards that 
Mr. Bonney sits on ana said there is d e f i n i t e l y  a confli ct 
of interest. No or.e should serve on two b oar ds dealing 
with the same p r o blems in an area. At the O c t o b e r  1985 
m e e t i n g  of the Kenai River special m a n a g e m e n t  area deali ng 
wi t h  the 35 h o r s e p o w e r  m o t o r  limitations on the Kenai 
River, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  90% of public comments were o p p o s e d  to 
the res tri c t i o n  and Bix Bonney pushed for the c o m m i t t e e  to 
adopt the r e s t r i c t i o n  and cited that he was standing up for 
the silent majority. He related that  Mr. B o nney also 
p u she d for the 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. r e s t r i c t e d  h ours for 
the guides. He has not represented the fisheries properly, 
he has not r e p r e s e n t e d  the sports fishermen, g u i d e d  anglers 
or the guides. Therefore, I urge you not to r e c o m m e n d  Bix 
Bonney for r e a p p o i n t e d  to the Board of Fisheries. In his 
place, I w o u l d  like you  to consider R. L. P ark er of 
Soldotna to be appo inted to the Board of Fisheries,
Chairma n Goll stated that for the r e f e rence of future 
witnesses, this c ommi t t e e  has no power to a p point  only to 
review the g overn o r ' s  appointees.

Number  294

Greg Davis t e s t i f i e d  from Soldotna stating Bix B onney does 
not represent  m o s t  sport fishermen. He expresse s too many 
narrow views and does not serve the sports fis hermen 
fairly.

Number 305

Larry Smith r e p r e s e n t i n g  K a c hemak Bay S u b s i s t e n c e  Group 
te s t ified from H o m e r  saying we are sick and t ired of 
political m a n i p u l a t i o n s  by the g o v e rnor and the



legislature. We t h i n k  Mr. Bonney shoul d be left in peace 
and the state should not get involved in the war among 
sports fishermen. We w a n t  the g o v e r n o r  and the legislature 
to keep y o u r  hands off the boards. Respondi.ng to 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Marrou, Mr. Smith said w e  have no quarrel 
w i t h  anyone on the boards.

N u m b e r  343

C. Dickso n t e s t i f y i n g  from Soldotna u r g e d  the c o m m i t t e e  to 
not c o n f i r m  Bix Eonney on the Board of Fisheries. The 
reasons b e i n g  he has stated p u b l i c l y  that he does r e p r esent 
all the sports fisher men and I d i s a g r e e  w i t h  you u '-n you 
say that h e  w a s  not put on that board for that purpose.
Mr. B onney p e r s o n a l l y  v i o late s th e law d u r i n g  the 
summertime fishing on the Kenai River. Mr. Bonney does not 
r e p r esent the State of Alaska as a whole.

Nu m b e r  380

Se n a t o r  V i c  Fischer t e s t i f i e d  in support of Bix B o n n e y 1s 
r e a p p o i n t m e n t  to the Hoard of Fisheries. I have known Bix 
since the d a y s  he was in K o d i a k  and p l a y e d  a m a j o r  role in 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the fisheries. I have w o r k e d  w i t h  h i m  in the 
c o nte xt of statewide fisheries d e v e l o p m e n t  m e e t ings where 
he d e m o n s t r a t e d  b r e a d  and compr ehensive concepts of the 
needs of t h e  state. I have w a tched his w o r k  on the 
fisheries b o a r d  for the last several years and have been 
impressed w i t h  his total commitment to g ivin g p e o ple the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to fish includi ng sports fishermen. I respect 
Bix Bonne y for his p o s i tions and he is the kind of p erso n 
Al a s k a  and, certainly, A n c h o r a g e  should have re pres e n t i n g  
t h e m  on the board.

Nu m b e r  421

Dan I n g r a h a m  t e s t i f i e d  from Soldotna saying Bix B o nney has 
done a p o o r  job r e p r e s e n t i n g  people  on the Kenai P eninsula 
and Anchorage. Mr. Bonney  has u s e d  his p o s i t i o n  for his 
p e r sonal ga in and I r e^-m m e n d  not to reinstate Bix on the 
Board of Fisheries. I hope you take today's t e s t i m o n y  into 
consideration.

N u m b e r  430

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u r l e y  a sked M i . Ingraham to c l arify his 
statem ents t h a t  Bix B on ney has used  his p o s i t i o n  for 
p e r sonal gain. The w i t n e s s  said the fact is that he serves 
on two b o ards and likes to fish on the r iver b y  himself.

Nu m b e r  439

W i l l i a m  Gavin t e s t i f i e d  from Soldotna saying he is totally 
o p pos ed to Bix Bonney on the Board. I have been w a t c h i n g



Mr. Bonney's c a reer on boar ds for the past few y e a r s  and I 
am a s h a m e d  that s o m e o n e  can be that p r e j u d i c e d  a g a i n s t  
river guides and p a r t i c i p a t e  on all those boards. At the 
last Kenai R i v e r  a d v i s o r y  board meeting, it was evident  
that he was p r e j u d i c e d  w h e n  he r e f e r r e d  to us g uide s as 
"river rattle."

N u m b e r  454

Nigel G u e s t  t e s t i f y i n g  from Soldotna  said he is a sport 
f i s h erman on the Kenai and supports the idea of a sport 
f i s h erman on the Board of Fisheries. W h e n  Bix B o nney was 
first a p p o i n t e d  to the board, among w i t h  m a n y  others. I 
be l i e v e d  it was a go od decision. O v e r  the p a s t  few years, 
Mr. B o n n e y  has changed, p r o b a b l y  due to th e large d e m and s 
on his t i m e  b y  the m a n y  committees and b o ards he serves on. 
Please t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y  in m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  on w h e t h e r  
or not to r e a p p o i n t  Mr. Bonney. P lease ask if he is really 
re p r e s e n t i n g  sport fishi ng interests and is he the same 
p e r s o n  y o u  a p p o i n t e d  some years ago. I t h i n k  there are 
ma n y  b e t t e r  sports fishing candidates t h a t  could be 
a p p o i n t e d  to this board.

N u m b e r  484

M y r o n  Mickey, fis hing guide, tes ti f y i n g  from H o m e r  stated 
Bix B onney  sits on too m a n y  boards and is not d o i n g  his job 
well. He does not r e p r e s e n t  the sport fishing p e o p l e  any 
more and his r e s ponse to fish and game p r o b l e m s  is often 
emotional. Repea ted a llegations  that Bix is the areas 
b i g g e s t  fish and game h o g  a nd takes o v e r - l i m i t s  on his 
p e r sonal sports f i shing activities, m a y  or m a y  not be 
always t r u e  (I t h i n k  they are t r u e ) , but such r e p e a t e d  
a l l e g a t i o n s  c e r t a inly reflects on the p u b l i c  image of an 
ap p o i n t e d  o f f icer who is c h a r g e d  w i t h  u p h o l d i n g  rules of 
the fish and game board. I r e c o mmen d a g a i n s t  his 
co n f i r m a t i o n  to the Board of Fisheries; he should be 
replaced.

Nu m b e r  515

C h a irman Goll n o t e d  letters of support from S o u t h e a s t  Seine 
Boat O w n e r s  and Operators, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A1 A d a m s  and 
Larry C o t t e r  of the L o n g s h o r e m e n 's U n i o n  among others as 
well as a s t ack of p u b l i c  opinio n m e s s a g e s  s u p p o r t i n g  
r e a n p o i n t m e n t .

N umber 522

Tim H i n e r  t e s t i f i e d  from Soldotna s t atin g Bix B o n n e y  is not 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  the p e o p l e  of Alaska fairly. He strives in 
ways to se rve his own g o o d  and means on the Kenai River.
We do not w a n t  B o n n e y  on the bo ard and b e l i e v e  t h a t  he



do e s n ' t  d e ser ve the p o s itio n as a repre s e n t a t i v e  to all 
Alaskans.

N u m b e r  535

Cheryl Sutton, Alaska SetNetters A s s o c i a t i o n  and the Kenai 
Peninsu la Fisherme n's Cooperative, t e s t i f y i n g  from Soldotna 
said she w as not in favor of reapp o i n t i n g  Bix Bonney. One 
consis t e n t  compl aint among every user group, she said, is 
his s e l f - s e r v i n g  d e c i s i o n  making.

N umber 549

Ch a ir man Goll asked Ms. Sutto n to explain  w h a t  she m e a n s  by 
"self serving." She r e plied that Mr. B onney uses the 
river, h e  is a fisherman on the river, and, from m y  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  he abuses tha t privilege. He is se lf-s e r v i n g  
in the a s pect that he regulates m o r e  time for h i m s e l f  in 
the r i v e r  and away from o ther user groups.

N u m b e r  559

J i m  Johnson, Pre sident - Coo k Inlet Professional  S port 
Fi shing Association, t e s t i f i e d  from Soldotna that Bix 
B onney is on too m a n y  boards. He said he a greed w i t h  
previo us t e s t i m o n y  that Mr. Bonney has followed his own 
personal agenda  on the Kenai River. The state has c h osen 
to d i s c r i m i n a t e  b e t w e e n  g uided and n o n - g u i d e d  sports 
f i s h ermen b y  regulation. A t  this time, w e  h a v e  no v o i c e  on 
the B o a r d  of Fisheries. I ask that you not c o n f i r m  Bix 
B onney t o  the A l a s k a  Board of Fisheries.

N u m b e r  580

R o d n e y  Berg t e s t i f i e d  from Soldo tna sayi ng he is o p p o s e d  to 
the r e a p p o i n t m e n t  of Bix Bonney b e cause he legislates his 
personal feelings a g ain st certain u s e r  groups b a s e d  on no 
s cient i f i c  evidence. He serves on too m a n y  committ ees 
w h i c h  indicates a c o n f l i c t  of interest. W h a t  regula t i o n s  
failing one committee, he tries to push t h r o u g h  on one of 
his other committees. He doesn't r epresent the m a j o r i t y  of 
the p e o p l e  and u s e r  groups. He represents his own pers onal 
interest. I am o p p osed to Bix Bonney's r e a p p o i n t m e n t  to the 
Board of Fisheries.

N u m b e r  590

K a r e n  C a l l a h a n  t e s t i f i e d  from Scldotna saying she is 
o p posed t o  the r e a p p o i n t m e n t  of Bix Bonney b e c a u s e  he 
divides h i s  interest and time between too m a n y  board and 
commit tee positions. I b e l i e v e  that Mr. B onney is more 
inter e s t e d  in fulfilli ng his own self interest and n ot that 
of the southcen tral fishermen. I have o b s erved his actions 
on several c ommittee s and h-ive seen him b e c o m e  defe nsive



and belliger snt at ideas and suggestions o p posed to his 
own. I feel s o me one o t h e r  than Mr. Bonney s hould be 
appointed.

N u m b e r  600

Phil McCrudden, P r e s i d e n t  - North Pacific F i sh ermen's 
Association, t e s t i f i e d  from H omer stati ng his c o nce rn that 
any m e m b e r  of the b o a r d  should not be h e l d  h o s t a g e  t o  any 
one p a r t i c u l a r  u s e r  group. He asked the commi t t e e  to look 
at the b o a r d  m e m b e r s  conduct and not at the d e c i s i o n s  that 
are made. E v e r y b o d y  on the b o a r d  m a k e s  d e c i s i o n s  that 
someone will not agree with.

N umbe r 627

Bob Blake, P r e s i d e n t  - U n i t e d  Fi shermen of Alaska, stated 
his support of the r e a p p o i n t m e n t  of Bix Bonney,

CHANGE TAPE  SIDE TWO

N u m b e r  000

Bob Blake c o n t i n u e d  saying d u ring the time h e  served on the 
Board of F i s h eries he h a d  the op port u n i t y  to o b s erve  Mr. 
Bonney. D u ri ng t h a t  term, I felt tha t Bix Bonney 
r epresented  sports fish first, and s ub sistence and 
commerci al use second. His p r i m a r y  interest is sport fish, 
that is w h y  he was appoint ed and I feel he has done a v e r y  
adequate job. N o b o d y  can sit on the b o a r d  w i t h o u t  having, 
at some point  in time, v a r i o u s  user  groups m a d  at you. For 
a point of interest, it seems there is a lot of negat ive 
testim ony from the g ui des on the Kenai R i v e r  and that's not 
surprising. T h e  y e a r  that I w as on the Board of Fisheries, 
the big issue was l i m i t i n g  the commercial fisher y of Kenai 
R i v e r  king s almon and that year the commercial fishermen 
w e r e  against Bix and the guides supported him 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .

N u m b e r  073

Dean Paddock, Bristol Bay Drif tnetters Association, 
testif ied in s u p port of the r e a ppointmen t of the b o ard 
m e mbers b e f o r e  the committee. I feel that t he personal 
actions and b e h a v i o r  of Bix Bonney should not b e  the issue 
here. He is the govern o r ' s  appointee and he should sit on 
the board. On a scale of 1 - 10, Bix Bonney rates v e r y  
high. If anyone w a n t s  a b o a r d  m e m b e r  removed the y should 
go to the g o v e r n o r  and let h i m  w e i l d  the axe b e c a u s e  that 
is where the b u c k  stops,

N u m b e r  130



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h o m p s o n  a d d r essed Bix Bonney and asked him 
if he was in fact ap poi n t e d  to r e p r es ent sport fishing 
interests. Bix Bonney r e s p o nded that he is an avid sport 
fisherman. It m i g h t  be of interest to know, the h o a r d  was 
sued and I w a s  sued as b e i n g  p r e j u d i c e d  t o ward sport 
fishermen and, at the same time, I am being accused by the 
guides of not r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  interests. By and large,
I r e p r esent the exp er t i s e  of sport fishing on the Board of 
Fisheries.

N u m b e r  242

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e n k i n s  a d d r es sed Mr. Bonney asking h i m  if 
it was his i n t e n tion to look at the p r o blems on the lower 
Kenai River, b e l o w  the bridge, and attempt to solve those 
problems. Mr. B onney r e plied in the affirmative. 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e n k i n s  c o n t i n u e d  by a s king "what other 
goals did y o u  have?" Mr. B onney answered the boar d was 
given three p r i m a r y  goals: (1) to implement the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a special m a n a g e m e n t  area, a unit of the 
state p a r k  service; (2) to p r otect and p e r p e t u a t e  the fish 
and w i l d l i f e  habitat; and (3) m a n a g e  the recrea tion and 
d e v e l o p m e n t  uses. He elaborated, u n d e r  the first segment 
re g a rding the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a plan, we were  assigned 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to d e s i g n a t e  incom patible uses in the 
Kenai m a n a g e m e n t  area and, specifically, w e  were design a t e d  
to e s t a blish g u i d e  re gula t i o n s  in that siame area.

N u m b e r  263

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e n kins asked if the se goals were p a r t  of 
the law or the int ention of state parks, Bix Bonney said 
this was b y  statute. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e nk ins c o n t i n u e d  a 
line of q u e s t i o n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  of the fisheries 
in the Kenai R i v e r  area.

N u m b e r  300

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J e n k i n s  asked Mr. B onn ey if he bad any 
p r e c o n c e i v e d  n o t ion s r e g a r d i n g  the 35 h o r s e p o w e r  limit and 
asked h i m  to explain. Mr. Bonney said he a dvocated 
limiting h o r s e p o w e r  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  big wakes m a d e  it 
d i f f i c u l t  for families and small boats to be on the river.

N u m b e r  329

Bix Bonney said, "to the b e s t  of m y  ability, I h ave done 
w h a t  I t h o u g h t  w a s  right and I hav e spent a lot of time on 
it." "I am o n l y  on two boards, he said." "I can go along 
w i t h  all the t h ings the g uides hav e said today b e c aus e I 
was instrumental in e s t a b l i s h i n g  those restrictions, but I 
do take o f f e n s e  to the t e s t i m o n y  of Mr. Dickson."



Mr. Bonney c o n c l uded by saying "I ask for your support and 
I can do a good job."

N umber 369

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T n o m p s o n  explained to p a r t i c i p a n t s  on the 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k  the pro cedure of a confir m a t i o n  
hearing. This is t h e  govern or's a ppo intment to ma ke and he 
has made it, it is the legislature's role to c o n firm or 
reject that appointment.

N u m b e r  409

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r r o u  related that he had r e c eived 23 
messages regarding Mr, Bonney, 9 public o p inio n messages, 2 
telephone calls and 12 from a t eleco n f e r e n c e  on February 
24th. Of these 23, 19 are again st Mr. Bonney, 4 are in 
favor. Today, 15 out of 19 p a r ticipant s are agains t hi m 
and 4 are for him, all in favor are from Juneau. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r r o u  said he to ok obj ection to a letter of 
support frcm members of the A laska Board of Fisheries. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M a r r o u  and Jenkins stated t h e i r  vote would 
reflect t e s t i m o n y  he ard today.

Number 469

Chair m a n  Goll said he felt Bix Bonney had b r ought an 
expertise on sport fishing issues to the Board of Fisheries 
and elaborated.

In terms of a d v o c a t i n g  or per pet u a t i n g  the resource and 
a s s u r i n g  that our streams are well p r o t ected and 
r epres e n t i n g  the interests of all fishermen in regards to 
a s s u ring s u s t ain ed yields, Mr. Bonney has been one of the 
most e x e m pl ary and ou tsp o k e n  advocates of sports fish that 
I have ever  known. I w o u l d  recommend h i m  to the sports 
fish community as someone who has done a great deal to add 
to their c redibility among commercial fishing groups and 
subsis t e n c e  groups and has help ed draw the fishing 
c o m m u n i t y  t o g e t h e r  r a the r than divide it. I do support his 
confirmation; and I say that as a repres e n t a t i v e  from 
Haines, and not as ch airman of the committee.

N u m b e r  505

The m e e t i n g  was adjourned at 9:59 a.m.



The H o u s e  Special Commit tee on Fisheries has consid e r e d  
c o n f i r m a t i o n s  to the A l a s k a  B oard of Fis heries and m a k e s  the 
following recommendations:

Mr. Eix Bonnev 

CONFIRM:

Rep. P e t e r  Goll, Chairman 
Rep. K atie H url ey

NO RECOMMENDATION:

R e p . Dave T h o mpso n 
Rep. M i k e  N a varre

Mr. J e s s e  Foster 

CONFIRM:

Rep. Peter  Goll, Chairman  
Rep. Kati e H urley 
Repr M i k e  N a v a rre 
Rep. J o h n e  Binkley

NO RECOMMENDATION:

R e p . Dave T h o m p s o n  
Rep. A n d r e  M a r r o u  
Rep. R o g e r  J e n kins

Mr. Val Ancrasan 

CONFIRM:

Rep. Peter Goll, Chair man 
Rep. Katie H u r l e y  
Rep. M i k e  N a varre 
Rep. J o h n e  Binkley

NO RECOMMENDATION:

R e p . Dave T h o mpson 
Rep. A n d r e  M a r r o u  
Rep. R o g e r  J e n kins

DO NOT CONFIRM:

R e p . Andre M a r r o u  
Rep. R o g e r  J e n k i n s

DO NOT CONFIRM: 

(none)

DO NOT CONFIRM: 

(none)
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