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February 18, 1985

The Honorable. Ben Grussendorf
Speaker of the House

House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:
Pursuant to your instructions, and in accordance with AS 39.05.080, the House
Committee on Resources has had under consideration the Governor®s appointment

named as:

Commiasionef Department Of Environmental Conservation

Mr. William R. Ross

Members of the Resources Committee have signed below indicating their
individual recommendations to the House concerning the individual®s
confirmation.

Members Recommendi/dg to Confirm: Members With OCy$er Recommendations
' o 6
/[t o w ' "
/i/0

This report does not necessarily indicate an intention to vote for or against
the individual named at the time of the joint session on confirmation.

Sincerely,

Representative Dick Shultz,jCo-Chair Representative Adelheid Herrmann, Co-Chair
House. Committee on Resources House Committee on Resources



WILLIAM R. RCSS

Present Address: Permanent Address:
406 Cedar St. #1, N.W. 310 Irvin Street, Apt. B
Washington, D.C. 20012 Juneau, Alaska 99801
(202) 882-7999 (907) 789-0483
CEJBCTIVE:

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION/POLICY DEVELOPVENT where political acumen,
management skills, and experience in negotiating/facilitating
conflict resolutions will contribute to the development of sound
public policy and administration of effective programs.

PROFILE:

Eight years broad-based experience in developing and implementing
local, state and federal programs. Noted for ability to analyze
the policy and political implications of legislative and executive
branch programs/acts. Excell in working with all levels of
government, caimunity groups and private interests to resolve
prctdems and negotiate/advance client's position. Thorough
knowledge of administrative functions of program development and
iirplementation. Strong writing, verbal and mediation skills.

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY:
STATE OF ALASKA 1976 - Present

Associate Director for Fisheri.es and the Environment,

Washington, D.C. (6/83 - present)

Participation with State agencies in the development of policy

on state/federal issues related to fisheries, environmental,

oil and gas and coastal issues. Responsible for the advocacy
of resultant position to the U.S. Congress and the Executive

Branch of the Federal government. Examples of j<&

responsibilities include:

0 Advocate changes to federal environmental law consistent
with economic development and needed environmental
protection for S.E. Alaska pulp mills,

0 Promote development of Alaskan fishing industry through
joint ventures with Alaska fisherman? purchases of Alaskan
produced product; elimination of foreign high seas salmon
fishing; and implementation of reliable seafood inspection
program.

o Assure application of State and federal environmental law
based on reliable data for the placer mining .Industry,

0 Maintain adequate environmental regulation of impacts to
wetlands, while eliminating unnecessary administrative
tasks on developers,

o Promote oil and gas development through the fereral 5 year
OCS program at a pace compatible with State aiJl local
capabilities.
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PROFESSIONAL HISTORY (Continued):

Policy/Program Analyst 11, Washington, D.C. (6/82 - 6/81)

Chief lobbyist/political analyst for Governor on federal

offshore oil and gas activities.

0 Support to Alaska Congressic nal delegation and House and
Senate members on OCS revenue sharing legislation,

0 Technical Chairman of ad hoc Senate staff committee to
develop and move legislation relating to revenue sharing,

0 Negotiator/mediator between Senate and House positions -
identify and resolve potential conflicts,

o Draft legislation proposals, analyze act from a political
perspective, and disseminate/pronote state's positions.

Deputy Coordinator, Office of Coastal Management, Juneau,

Alaska (5/80 - 6/83)

Principal staff person directing the implementation of Alaska

Coastal Management Program, with budgets exceeding $5 Million,

o Oversaw day-to-day operations including supervision of 16
people.

o Drafted proposals, secured federal grants, and managed all
fiscal aspects of programs,

0 Promoted state management programs through extensive local
testimony, appearances before community groups and
educational workshops,

0 Responsible for implementation of regulatory aspects of
programs.

Associate State-Federal Coordinator, Office of the Governor,

Juneau, Alaska (2/78 - 5/80)

Assisted Federal-State Coordinator in implementing federal

CMB's A-95 circular.

0 Developed state's coastal management consistency process
for implementation of regulatory aspects of program,

0 Devised data filing and retrieval systems,

0 Developed positions for the Governor on federal issues of
state-wide significance.

Associate Coordinator, Office of Drug Abuse, Juneau, Alaska

(A1/76 - 7/77)

Developed and implemented state drug abuse plans through

grant-in-aid programs.

o Evaluated local programs for effectiveness and monitored
grant compliance,

0 Acted ac federal liaison and in-state trainer for state
drug abuse personnel training,

0 Liaison to state-wide advisory board,

0 Responsible for fiscal budget exceeding $1 Million.
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OTHER EXPERIENCE:
PRIMDAHL PRODUCTIONS, INC., Washington, D.C. 6/28 - 7/83

Vice President.

Develop film concepts and generate capital funds for

independent film and video production company,

0 Interact with funding sponsors and creative production
personnel.

0 Produced 16mmphoto documentary "Washington, The Capitol.”

PRIVATE PRACTICE IN COUNSELING, Juneau, Alaska 11/76 - 5/82
Private practice included individual, marital and family
counseling.

0 Ccntractural services to the Alaska Correctional
Institution.

0 University instructor of various courses in psychology,
0 Community training, education and organizing.

ALCOHOLISM CENTRAL AGENCY, Juneau, Alaska 12/75 - 11/76
Drug, Alcohol and Youth Counselor.
CONSULTANT, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, Seattle, Washington 1973

Production Manager.

Supervised all financial activities, and coordinated
production aspects of restoration and completion of Edward
Curtis' 1914 film on Northwest Coastal Indians "In the Land of
the War Canoes."

0 Received National Endowment for the Arts grant.

EDUCATION:

MASTER OF ARCS, CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 1975
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA

BACHELOR OF ARTS, ECONOMICS 1970
Rice University, Houston, TX
o National -terit Scholar.

Attended University of Texas for one year majoring in
psychology in 1972.
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GOVMINITY ACTIVITIES:

Aiding Women Agairist Rape Emergencies (AWARE), Founding Board
Member, 1978 - 1982
City and Borough of Juneau Youth Advisor’ Board, 1977 - 1980
Wemen & Juveniles Community Detention Center Board (Chair)
1978 - 1982
Capitol Community Broadcasting Advisory Board, 1978 - 1982
0 Produced and co-hosted weekly news and analysis public
radio show, 1979 - 1982
Alaska homeowner, 1978 - 1984

References Available Upon Request
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Toi Hearing Chairmen
Committee Members

Subjects Testimony on Bill Ross"s Confirmation as DEC

My name 1is Sue Miller. I am president of the Juneau/Douglas Chapter
of Eagle Forum. Our organization is opposed to the appointment of Bill
Ross as Director of Environmental Conservation.

We believe that a man who publicly proclaims his philosophy as
"democratic socialist”™ would make regulatory decisions, detrimental to
our state s developmental 1interests. It is in human nature, tnat when
we hold views so deeply, that we will not retract them, and that wnerj we
hold them so strongly, we even host a weekly radio show to persuade Others
to our point of view, that it is impossible to separate these convictions
from our decision making.

As an example, Mr. Ross"s experience as Deputy Director of the Coastal
Zone Management, placed him in a position to review and approve of those
extremely restrictive regulations. These regulations make it impossible
for either individual citizens or groups of citizens to have the money or
time to pursue coastal development or to use their creative ingenuity to
attempt to wade through the mass of restrictions to develop ideas that
might work.

In the Coastal Zone Management Policy, under the section,"Regulation
of Private Property"” Mr. Ross obviously has made the decision that "The
interests of the public" or the "general welfare" (whose interests and
welfare are decided by a state entity) supercede private interests 1in
property. A philosophy that embraces more and more restrictions on private
prooerty 1is consistent with socialistic and communistic countries, but
is inconsistent v/ith those principles fostered by capitalismi ambition,
initiative, creativity, advanced technology and risk.

The Department of Environmental Conservation is another regulatory
agency. Can we then expect such permitting processes and regulatory curbs
on technology to protect the environment at "any cost?" With his experience
in and satisfaction regarding a three-tiered groups of regulations, all
in compliance, will he promote so many regulations as to hamper development
in mining, Tfishing and other industries?

What about energy? Would he encourage low-cost nuclear based electrical
development and experimentation in Alaska? Will new developments in the
fission field not receive an opportunity to be explored?

At the hearings, Mr. Ross displayed an excellent verbal ability, but
showed little interest in taking the initiative to redirect our state to

policies tnat reflect the vitality of the four R"s of Capitalisms Rights,

Risks, Huies an(i Rewards. The rights of each human to be free, make
decisions, hold property and exchange what one owns fcr something else if
so desired. RISKS, whereby people have the freedom to risk their capital

and win or lose, depending upon how they use the.ir abilities. RULES * a
framework of laws that informs agents in the marketplace what actions are



Ret Bill Ross"s Confirmation as DEC

legal v/ith the least poss"ble regulations and REWARDS. Those willing
to take the risks are entitled to the rewards.

Mr. Ross felt qualified to determine the mix and balance 1i:tween
government, not controlling or owning everything, and the people and
private enterprise.

We beg to differ with his stated opinion of being a qualified
arbiter,as his experience proves his stance twoard government and
ownership, otherwise. Give us 1instead, a man or woman director who ~
understands the vitality engendered where government owns and regulates
least. Give us a Director who is more than a reviewer and implementer
of local, state and Federal restrictions. Give us an innovator.

Sincerely,

Sue E. Miller
President,
Juneau/Douglas Chapter
Eagle Forum

P.O. Box 376

Douglas, Ak. 99824



Toi Chairman Richard Schultz
Co-Chair Adelheid Herrmann
Tot Members of House Resources Committee

Subject: Request of Resoresentative Sund to identify Eagle Forum
Explanation to Bette Cato of Mr. Ross®s view of democratic Socialism

Enclosed is a copy of a folder for each member of your committee, which
will explain some of the precepts of Eagle Forum, National, State and
local groups.

Each local group is autonomous and v/orks on those 1issues on which 70%

of the membership agrees i3 an issue worthy of the efforts and sacrifices
involved. Our group may or may not elect to support issues of the otfyer
chapters and national groupO Each local group more closely identifies

with the aims and goals of its own membership, executive board and President.

Our own chapter®s main goal is educational. We promote a balanced view
and feel several sides to an issue must be presented” in order to secure
both an informed public and legistlature.

OQur state president is located in Anchorage with another chapter in
Fairbanks. The Juneau/ Douglas Chapter incorporates presently, all Southeastern
members.

In the case of Mr. Rossi his definition of democratic socialism is that
government does not controls or own everything, but has as its role the
providing of the proper balance and mix of economic efficiency, social
justice and the responsibilites of individual freedonm.

Our role as Eagle Foium members in this instance is to point out the fallacy
in his interpretation of the proper mix and balance. As you survey Alaska,

who owns and controls its land, money and raw materials? Obviously, government
does and v/e are already a socialistic state with a socialistic consitution

and Federal Statehood Act.

Thus, it was not difficult for us to understand why a prepresentative of
the largest industry and the largest environment group both want Mr. Ross
as DEC. Both represent the interests of the status quo.

Since Alaska"s socialistic policies and philosophies have already proven
detrimental to the fv "bm, vitality and energy of individuals and small
groups, and have con»i.nued to make 1its people dependent upon government,
our group is asking our legistlator and Governor to select Directors

who wil~ take an aggressive stance in helping mold and dfine the proper
role of government, consistent with the principles ofa republic. * This
Director would help in defining that role by determining that the size and
scope of goverment in his area should be reduced.

Contraryto Mr. Jim Clark"s testimony, EPA is not the enemy unless the DEC
allows the EPA to be that tail that wags the dog. We would expect the DEC
to fight vigorously against regulations on private property, one of the
cornerstones ofa republic; to fight for the people to be allowed to risk,
to counter such stringent regulations that require the affluent to be
drinkable and to fight against such state laws as prophibit exoloratj.on

and experimentation in the low cost nuclear powered electrical*field. These
are just a few examples drawn from the testimony of 2-13-85 t~ exolain our
point of view.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.



JOIN

Eagle Forum

By joining Eagle Forum, you will be sharing
morally, patriotically and financially with like-

minded Americans.'- 1 e
there is strength. ;

MEMBERSHIP

APPLICATION Douglas, AK 99824

Pleose enroll me as a member of Eagle Forurn.
| support the policies as set forth in this
brochure.

Name

Street.

City

State. -Zip.
Area Code.. .Phone.
Occupation.

$10 Subscriber

$15 Member

. $25 Sustaining Member
. $50 Sponsor Member

. $100 Promotei Member
. $1000 Life Member

.1 would like to be active in a local
chapter.

.Send 10 different reports on the Equal
Rights Amendment by rhyllis Schiafly
© 3.

Send 10 differed | reports on educa-
tion, nation ~ defense, etc.. by
Phyllis Sr* ,~ly @ $3.

.Send Eagle Pin insignia @ $5.

Membership includes subscription to the
PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY REPORT, a monthly newsletter.

By joining

Eagle R>i Mill

you will join the winning movement of
Eagles* who have a proven record of
success in ...

« Stopping the anti-family Equal Rights
Amendment (which would give vast powers
to lhe Federal Gc /ernment to deny our right
io make reasonable differences of treat-
ment oetween male and female sex, and
between moral and immoral sex).

* Preserving women's traditional exemption
from the military draft and combat du'y
(and winning the U.S. Supreme Court case
ot Postker v. Goldberg in 1981).

Preserving the dependent wife's and
widow's benefit in S cial Security (against
attack by the feminis activists).

Defeating the radical attempt to make
child-cca a Federal function instead of a
family responsibility.

Exposing and defeating the radical anti-
family goals of the Commission on Inter-
national Women's Year ana the White House
Conference on Families.

*"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength.- they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run. and not
be weary; and they shall walk and not
faint." Isaiah 40:31.

BOX 618 « ALTON, LINOIS 62002

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY, President
TOTTIE BLUS, First Vice President

wsm

leading the pro-family
movement since 1972

A national organization of women and
men who believe in God, Home, and
Country, and are determined to defend
the values that have made America the
greatest nation in the world.

kooak Tkoaz ak



Me Support your
RIGHTS...

We suppc- f the Declaration o' Indepen-
dence end its fundamental doctrine that
we owe our existence to a Creator who
has e.tdowed each at us with inalienable
rights.- end we support the United Slates
Constil 'tion os the instrument of securing
those God-given rights

We support the Holy Scriptures as provid-
ing the best code of moral conduct 'ret
devised.

In addition, we support:

1 The right of citizens lo have the Federal Gov-
ernment provide for the common defense
against aggression by any other nation.

2. The right of citizens to live in a community
where state and local government and
judges maintain law and order by a system
of justice under due process, and punish-
ment that is switt and certain

3. The right to equal opportunity in employ
ment and education for all perrons regard-
less of race, creed, sex, or national origin

4 Tho right to life of all innocent persons from
conception to natural death.

5. The right of a community to prevent the dis-
tribution of printed or pictorial materials that
degrade women or children in a porno-
graphic, perverted, or sadistic manner.

6. The right of a community to protect itself and
its members from those who abuse their own
bodies with poisonous drugs.

We Support
FAMILY...

WE SUPPORT 1HE FAMILY AS THE BASIC UNIT
OF SOCIETY. WITH CERTAIN RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDING:

<1, The responsibility of society to have laws
and taxes that encourage mother to care
for their own children and encourage
fathers to provide for them, rather than laws
and faxes that impose disincentives on the
role of motherhood and the tradiiional
family.

2. The responsibility of the parents (not the gov-
ernment) tor the care of pre-school chilaren
Parents have the right to expect schools to:

a teach basic educational skills such as
reading and arithmetic before time and
money are spent on trills.

b use textbooks ana hire teachers that do
not offend the religious and moral values
of the parents.

c. use textbooks that leach the truth about
the family, monogamous marriage,
motherhood. American history and Con-
stitution, and the private enteiprise
system.

d. leach the "fourth R" (right ana wrong)
and permit voluntary prayer.

e. lespect gender identity; and separate
the sexes for sex education, gym, and
other classes. If so desired

3. The right of pcenls to send their children to
private or religious schools free fiom arbi-
trary government regulations and control

4. The hght of all religious bodies lo designate

different roles among their members lor
men and women.

Eagle forum
for God, Home, and Country

By joining Eagle Forurn, you can be "a
doer, not a hearer only " You can help—

© secure for all time |he achievements listed
on the last page of this brochure

« protect wives and mothers against the dis-
criminatory laws and laxes promoted by
feminist activists

© prevent schools from teaching children
concepts offensive to the religious, moral, or
cultural standards of the child or his parent

s participate in our "Slop Textbook Censor-
ship" project: lo expose and remedy the
radical censorship oul of school textbooks

..of moral values (thereby allowing Sec-
ular Humanism to fill lhe vacuum) . of tra
ditlonal familv concepts . ..ot lhe truth
about lhe risks and unhappy results of sex-
ual promiscuity ,.of basic skills such as
reading (by the phonics method) .. of the
greatness ot America

» protect private and religious schools—and
parents who are home teachers—against
arbitrary Federal and stale controls and
regulations.

¢ build a strong US. national defense so that
America ccn fulfill its moral duty to defend
freedom

e reduce lhe power ot the Federal courts lo
overturn traditional morals.

e reduce violence, immoral sex, and pro-
fanity on broadcast and cable television
. eliminate lhe evil of child pornography
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If politics sometimes makes for
strangebedfellows.sodcconfirmation
hearings.

Thatwasthe case thismorninginthe
House Resources Committee during
confirmation hearings for Bill Ross,
Gov. Bill Sheffield’s new choice for
commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Conservation, ‘rimbei
and environmental interests made
back-to-back testimony favoring the
Ross appointment.

Frank Roppel, executive vice presi-
dentofAlaska Pulp Co. in Sitka, gave a
strong endorsement of Ross’ appoint-
ment. His testimony was immediately
followed by support from Scott High-
leyman.executive director ofthe Alas-
ka Environmental Lobby.

The irony of those two consecutive
endorsements of Ross was noted by
committee member Rep. John Sund,
D-Ketchlkan.

"l want to take note of what just
happened here,” Sund said. “Here we
have a major player in the timber in-
dustry supporting him (Ross) followed
by the environmental lobby. | don’t
know Bill Ross very well but | want to
learn more about someone who is able
todothis.”

Today was the second day of con-
firmation hearings in the Resources
Committee for Ross, who has come
under fire from some quarters for his
8o-called "'socialist” political views.

Roppel told the committee that
Ross, while working in the governor’s
Washington D.C. office, played a ma-
jor role in the state’s strong position
supporting Southeast pulp mills’ fight
against the federal Environmental
Protection Agency.

“He (Ross) has an in-depth under-
standing of water quality issues and
the ability to deal effectively with
federal people, whichiscritical,” Rop-
pel said. “Wethink he’d be.a very good
commissioner.”

Those thoughts were echoed by mm
Clark,AlaskaPulp attorney and chair-
man of Sheffield’s timber task force

“1 think he (Ross) would make an

vironment
Orse

0SS

ALASKA NEWS

outstanding commissioner," Clark
saio. ""He understands environmental
lav/ and knows the people in Washing-
ton so he should be extremely effec-
tive. To us, EPA is the enemy not
DEC.”

Support for Ross’ confirmation also
came from fishing groups and orga-
nized labor.

Cass Parsons, executive director of
the United Fishermen of Alaska, read
b resolution passed Tuesday by the
UFA board of directors calling Ross
"'exceptionally capable' and support-
ing his appointment.

Larry Cotter, president of Local 200
of the International Longshoremen
'ind Warehousemen’s Union, told the
committee he "'strongly supports con-
firmation” and that Ross is "capable
ofdealing fairly and astutely withcom-
plex issues."

Phil Holdsworth, representing the
Alaska Miners Association, told the
committee that the placer mining in-
dustry in the state " "ould no longer
existafter thisyear’’ifsomethingisn’t
done to change water quality stan-
dards in the state. He requested that
thecommittee ask Ross’ philosophy on
this issue.

Theonly opposition to Ross’appoint-
ment at today’s hearing came from
Sue Miller, chairwoman ofthe Juneau-
Dougias Eagle Forum, the local chap-
ter of a nationwide patriotic group.

Miller told the committee that her
group opposed Ross getting the DEC
job because his political views could
effect policy and discourage develop-
ment.



Cass M. Parsons
Executive Director

UNITED FISHERMEN

RESOLUTION 85-1

United Fishermen
major fishing 1interests

WHEREAS
representing

the
the

WHEREAS
andenhancement

the.UFA 1is vitally
of Alaska"s fisheries
Commissioner of DEC sits
and

WHEREAS the
fisheries mini-cabinent;

WHEREAS
a significant
a wide range

the Department
role in protecting Alaska“"s
of water quality management

WHEREAS -.he DEC also an

plays

of Alaska
in

concerned with
resources

of Environmental
programs;

important

r-.vair; S:me:. Suit' =10
au. Alasi™ 9330M1fc6
=3C7i 566-2520

OF ALASKA

is an
Alaska;

organization
and

the
and

use,
their

protection,
habitat;
of the

as a member

Conservation
habitat
and

(DEC)

fisheries through

role in both the

development and marketability of Alaskan fisheries by ensuring

high quality, healthy,"and safe

processing industry; and

working

WHEREAS
to be the new
duty of addressing

Governor Bill Sheffield has
Commissioner of DEC and has
these problems; and

WHEREAS the UFA and
worked with Mr. Ross on a variety
have found him to be exceptionally
solving complex issues;

many of the
have of
and

and

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED
hereby declare their support for
Commissioner of Environmnetal
and Senate to confirm his nomination

that
the

as

Parsons
Director

Cass M-
UFA Executive

environments

UFA®S

capable

the
nomination
Conservation
soon

in the seafood

Bill Ross
the

nominated Mr.
charged him with

memeber
topics
at

groups
over the years
addressing

United Fishermen
of Bill Ross
urge both the

possible.

as the
and House

as

Date

plays

of Alaska



POUCH V
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9001t
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (807) 465-371

COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

February 11, 1985

The following 1is the verbatim testimony of Mr. William Ross,
Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Conservation as
presented to the House Resources Committee on Monday, February 11, 1985:

Thank you Mr. Chairman, good morning, members of the committee and
representatives who are sitting in today. I do have a brief statement
if I can begin with that I would. It is a pleasure and an honor to be
here before you today. I believe there have been misunderstandings over
the press accounts regarding my nomination and I am here to answer any
questions that you all may have about those misunderstandings and also
to give you a clear picture of what my personal beliefs are and how 1
would conduct a job if confirmed as Commissioner of Department of
Environmental Conservation.

When contacted by a reporter after my nomination was made public a
series of factual questions were asked of me in which 1 answered them
honestly and with a sense of candor. The reporter then attempted to
search for what he believed would be a label which might or might not
accurately describe my views and the label which has become the source
of some notoriety, so to speak, was one that 1 described that might not
be considered 1inaccurate by some people. As my views have become known
over time it also appears to be the ease that label may not be
considered accurate by some people and basically that is 1 think, the
situation we find ourself into today. I think that it is importantto
give a senses to what it is 1 personally believe and 1 think that
particularly regards to the label that has been placed upon me given
that certain countries such as like France, Italy, the Netherlands and
Israel are considered socialist countries that we are ("_."~ug with a
label which has a wide variety of meanings to many different people as
of one that does not particularly inform or give an explicit
understanding. I believe this be the case in both America and in
particular in Alaska. What we are talking about, so to speak, is a
matter of degree. All countries have tobalance three factors in my
personal beliefs. The first is economic efficiency which 1 believe to
be the creation of wealth that is available for distribution in any
society. Social justice which is the fairness for all that | think
needs to be afforded. The equal opportunity as well as sense of
cooperation in providing for ourselves as a sense of community. And
then, of course, individual freedoms which we all know are clarified in
particular in our system in the biLl of rights. Things like freedom of
press, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of as-iw.bly,
freedom from unreasonable search and seizure, freedom to bare arms. |
believe that under our system in particular the Mil of rights and our
constitution along with checks and balances that is inscribed in our



Page 2
William Ross

system of government is one of the greatest innovations 1in government in

modern times. With regards to social justice |1 think that America has
made great progress in this area. I also think America will remain a
great nation as long as it continues to have a progressive role in
ascribing social justice for all people. With regards to economic

efficiency 1 believe there is a role ingovernment to mediate and
balance between the responsibilities ofindividual freedom, social

justice and like 1 said economic efficiency. It is not to say then that
1 am talking about the government controlling situations nor am |1
talking about the government owning everything. But 1 am saying the

government has a responsibility ineffect to mediate between those
balancing forces and attempt to come upwith the balance of «he right
mix and to do so democraticly. I thinkthat the heritage of Alaska 1is
such, 1 believe that we have a scrong tradition towards individual
freedom, 1 believe that Alaska has a commitment towards social justice
and | believe Alaska has a mixed economy. The Statehood Act as well as
our constitution has established this as such. We, as we all know,are
one of the major land owners in the state and in particular the
subsurface rights we have held in common ownership make us a major
player in the economic development of the state. Prudhoe Bay field is
of course the most representative example of this. It is under
governmental ownership. It is a joint venLure with the private sector
that creates much of the wealth for all Alaskans which the legislature
as the constitution has decided, thus distributes to all the people. We
have a dy. &n-i.c private sector and vibrant public sector which includes
some ownership hence 1 call this a mixed economy. It is my oelief that
the mix for Alaska is appropriate and that what caused me to say that
the label might not be considered inaccurate by some people. I think
there are other examples in which the legislature has deemed public
ownersnip or intervention in the market or direct cash distribution to
the people of the wealth that is derived from public ownership is indeed
a good thing. And that leads to ne the concept of democracy and who
should decide what this mix is. It is not the government, it is not the
state but the citizens operating through a democratic process. As
Abraham Lincoln said, "Government of, for, and by the people”. The
sovereignty of our system is that it resides in the people. In Alaska
this has been done generally through the constitutional arrangement
which you, as elective representatives, are giver the responsibility
from the people to decide on how this mix should be done and how our
mixed economy should be influenced and oriented cowards the surface and
benefit of all Alaskans. With this understanding about the role of

government, my views on developme >t are this: T. believe that it is
necessary that Alaska diversify its economy, develop its resources,
provide the jobs for citizenry and replace the lost revenues. The

window of opportunity offered by Prudhoe Ray will be opened only
briefly. My (1) support, and have participated in this goal. More

3 "portantly however, the constitution mandates that our resources be
ueveloped. It also is the case that the constitution mandates that we
have environmental protection along with resource development.
Environmental protection of our commonly held resources be that the
fish, the air, the water constitution invisions that the state needs to
take care of. There has also been a body of law established not only by
the legislature but by the United States Congress which has made
environmental pwcection a much need and highly expected priority. My
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job as commissioner will be one essentially of multiple use and sustain
yield as described in the constitution. 1 have to make sure that the
air and the land and the water when they are used in support of
developmental activity are returned to the common pool in such a fashion
that others may use it as well. Be they downstream users with regards
to water quality, people next door with regards to air quality or most
importantly for future generations so that we have a sense of
stewardship over our resources. I believe that this requires an
understanding of the needs of both the public health and also the sense
of balance that 1 would bring to the job.

The Governor has asked me to assume this responsibility because my
record and experience has demonstrated in particular three things. One
is that | have an understanding and capacity to understand the complex
issues associated with environmental protection through the legal
structure that we have as well as the need to balance between the
interest of development that we are attempting to foster here. The
second is that | have established the ability to work well with the
various constituents that generally surround the issues of the day. And
the third, is that I have proven record of management, experience and
that 1 can particularly inspire lead people in a problem solving cervice
oriented attitude which 1 believe the department needs to have,
particularly as we go into a situation of growing developmental
activity, growing populations and a shrinking budget.

In summary, 1 believe | have been an active and productive Alaskan
working for the ""etterment of my community, my state and my country. |
believe that AlIl ha has the capacity to address the needs of social
justice well, providing a land of opportunity for all of 1its citizens.
Alaska can, should and will have development and 1 look forward tc
ensuring that the risk of public health and to the future generations
with regards to stewardship over our air, land, and water 1is such that
the impacts caused by that development are kept to a minimum and the
contents of the balance required by the constitution.

Mr. Chairman, that"s my opening statement 1 of course will be pleased to
answer any questions that you and the committee might have at this time.



1. What formal scientific or biological educational background do you
have to enable you to understand the complex decisions that you may have
to deal with ? I raise this question in light of the background of the
outgoing commissioner who obviously was well qualified to understand the
issues he has had to deal with.

2. 1 am sure you realize that the turbidity standards now in place on
Alaska®"s streams are absolutely impossible for placer miners to meet.
What wc.jld you as commissioner suggest we do with these standards 1

3. Based or. the unattainable drinking water quality standards for
all streams that we as a state adopted, and that now the feds are making
us live up to, doesn"t it seem reasonable to consider reclassification of
some of these water bodies where mining has long been the traditional
activity ?

4. In your opinion why 1is it taking industry so long to get permits for
resource development 1in Alaska, and how can that be changed ?

5. What are some of the positive changes that you envision for DEC and
how will any of these changes help in the development of our resources ?

6. Please give us an idea of what your solution to the placer miners
water quality problems 1is ?

7. Will you as commissioner advocate for our state®s placer miners 1in
their dealings with the Federal Government if it appears that
enforcement of their laws based on our standards are impossible to
comply with ? How ?

8. What do you feel your role as commissioner would be with the
legislature ?

9. As you have made your rounds with various legislators what do you
feel is their number one concern with the department ? How will you
address that concern ?

10. Is there any group within the environmental community that doesn"t
support you ? Why ?



ROSS HEARING AGENDA

1. Call the meeting to order. ( time, date. )

2. Recognize members of the committee present.

3. State the purpose of the meeting.
( to formulate a recommendation to the House of Representatives
the matter of the confirmation of Mr. Bill Ross as Commissioner
the Department of Environmental Conservation )

4. Before beginning, recognize that there are other legislators
present in the room and remind them that if they have questions
ask of Mr. Ross they should submit them through a member of the
committee at the table.

5. State that Mr.Ross will address the committee first, the members

on
of

to

will then have the opportunity to ask questions, followed by public

testimony, and an additional question period of Mr. Ross by the
committee.

6. As a final reminder ask that all dialogue be directed through the
chair.
7. Welcome Mr. Ross to the meeting and extend an invitation for him to

present an opening stat nnent to the committee.

ON THE MAKING OF A MOTION

A letter with individual recommendations can be moved from committee as

follows;
]- By unanimous consent (via a motion)

2. Over objection ( via a vote following debate or discussion on the
motion )

** |t is important to note that the transmittal of the letter, not the
question of Mr. Ross and his qualifications, 1is the only topic in order

concerning committee debate on the above motion.



WILLIAM R. RCSS

Present Address: Perranent Address:
406 Cedar St, #1, NW. 310 Irvin Street, Apt, B
Washington, D.C. 20012 Juneau, Alaska 99801
(202) 882-7999 (907) 789-0483
OBJECTIVE:

PUBLIC ADMINISTPATICN/POLICY PEVELOPMENT where political acumen,
management skills, and experience in negotiating/facilitating
conflict resolutions will contribute to the development of sound
public policy and administration of effective programs.

PROFILE

Eight years broad-based experience in developing and implementing
local, state and federal programs. Noted for ability to analyze
the policy and political implications of legislative and executive
branch programs/acts. Excell in working with all levels of
government, community groups and private interests to resolve
problems and negotiate/advance client's position. Thorough
knowledge of administrative functions of program development and
implementation. Strong writing, verbal and med:U.ticn skills.

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY:
STATE OF ALASKA i976 - Present

Associate Director for Fisheries and the Environment,

Washington, D.C. (6/83 - present)

Participation with State agencies in the development of policy

on state/federal issues related to fisheries, environmental,

oil and gas and coastal issues. Responsible for the advocacy
of resultant position to the U.S. Congress and the Executive

Branch of the Federal government. Examples of jcb

responsibilities include:

o Advocate changes to federal environmental law consistent
with economic development and needed environmental
protection for S.E. Alaska pulo mills,

0 Promote development of Alaskan fishing industry through
joint ventures with Alaska fisherman; purchases of Alaskan
produced product; elimination of foreign high seas salmon
fishing; and implementation of reliable seafood inspection
program.

o0 Assure application of State and federal environmental law
based on reliable data for the placer mining industry,

0 Maintain adequate environmental regulation of impacts to
wetlands, while eliminating unnecessary administrative
tasks on developers,

o Prarote oil and gas development through the federal 5 year
OCS program at a pace compatible with State and local
capabilities.
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FRCFESSICNAL HISTCRY (Continued):

Policy/Program Analyst 11, Washington/ D.C. (6/82 - 6/83)

Chief lobbyist/political analyst for Governor on federal

offshore oil and gas activities.

0 Support to Alaska Congressional delegation and House and
Senate members on CCS revenue sharing legislation,

0 Technical Chairman of ad hoc Senate staff committee to
develop and move legislation relating to revenue sharing,

0 Negotiator/mediator between Senate and House positions -
identify and resolve potential conflicts,

o Draft legislation proposals, analyze act from a political
perspective, and disseminate/prorate state's positions.

Deputy Coordinator, Office of Coastal Management, Juneau,

Alaska (5/80 - 6/83)

Principal staff person directing the implementation of Alaska

Coastal Management Program, with budgets exceeding $5 Million,

0 Overslaw day-to-day operations including supervision of 16
people.

o Drafted proposals, secured federal grants, and managed all
fiscal aspects of programs,

0 Ficmotea state management programs through extensive local
testimony, appearances before ccnmunity groups and
educational workshops,

0 Responsible for implementation of regulatory aspects of
programs.

Associate State-Federal Coordinator, Office of the Governor,

Juneau, Alaska (2/78 - 5/80)

Assisted Federal-State Coordinator in implementing federal

CMB's A-95 circular.

0 Developed state's coastal management consistency process
for implementation of regulatory aspects of program,

0 Devised data filing and retrieval systems,

0 Developed positions Cor the Governor on federal issues of
state-wide significance.

Associate Coordinator, Office of Druq Abuse, Juneau, Alaska

L,1/76 - 7177)

Developed and implemented state drug abuse plans through

grant-in-aid programs.

o Evaluated local programs for effectiveness and monitored
grant compliance,

0 Acted as federal liaison and in-state trainer for state
drug abuse personnel training,

0 Liaisor to state-wide advisory board,

0 Responsible for fiscal budget exceeding $1 Million.
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CIHER EXPERIENCE:
FRIMDAHL PRCDUCTICNS, INC., Washington, D.C 6/28 - 7/83

Vice President.

Develop film concepts and generate capital funds for

independent film and video production company,

0 Interact with funding sponsors and creative production
personnel.

0 Produced .><m photo documentary "Washington, The Capitol."”

PRIVATE PRACTICE IN COUNSELING, Juneau, Alaska 11/76 - 5/82
Private practice included individual, marital and family
counseling.

o Contractural services to the Alaska Correctional
Institution.

0 University instructor of various courses in psychology,
o Camiunity training, education and organizing.

ALCOHOLISM CENTRAL AGENCY, Juneau, Alaska 12/75 - 11/76
Drug, Alcohol and Youth Counselor.
CONSULTANT, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, Seattle, Washington 1973

Production Manager.

Supervised all financial activities, ar.d coordinated
production aspects of restoration and completion of Edward
Curtis" 1914 film on Northwest Coastal Indians "In the land of
the War Car.ces."”

0 Received National Endowment for the Arts grant.

ETUCATICN:

MASTER OF ARTS, CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 1975
Duquesr.e University', Pittsburgh, PA

BACHELOR OF ARTS, ECONOMICS 1970
Rice University, Houston, TX
0 National Merit Scholar.

Attended University of Texas for one year rraioring in
psychology in 1972.
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COVMLNITY ACTIVITIES:

Aiding Women Against Rape Emergencies (AWARE), Founding Board
Member, 1978 - 1982
City and Borough of Juneau Youth Advisory Board, 1977 - 1980
Wenmen & Juveniles Conrcunity Detention Center Board (Chair)
1S78 - 1982
Capitol Carmunity Broadcasting Advisory Board, 1978 - 1982
0 Produced and co-hosted weekly “ews and artalysis public
radio show, 1979 - 1982
Alaska homeowner, 1978 - 1984

References Available Upon Request
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BILL ROSS

CONFIRMATION HEARINGS

HOUSE RESOURCES

THE HOUSE RESOURCFS COMMITTEE WILL BE HOLDING CONFIRMATION HEARINGS ON
THE APPOINTMENT OF MS. BILL ROSS AS COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION BY GOVERNOR BILL SHEFFIELD ON FEBRUARY 11,
1985.

MR. ROSS WILL BE OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT A STATEMENT TO THE
COMMITTEE AND MEMBERS WILL THEN BE ABLE TO ASK QUESTIONS OF MR. ROSS.
AFTER QUESTIONS BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS,IT IS MY INTENTION TO AFFORD
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WOULD CARE TO TESTIFY TIME TO OFFER THEIR
COMMENTS TO THE COMMITTEE. AT THE CLOSE OF PUBLIC COMMENT THE COMMITTEE
WILL ONCE AGAIN HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DIRECT QUESTIONS TO MR. ROSS
SHOULD THEY FEEL THE NEED.

AT THE CLOSE OF COMMITTEE DISCUSSION IT IS THE INTENTION OF IHE CHAIRMAN
TO GAIN A SENSE OF THE COMMITTEE AS TO THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL MEETINGS
UPON THE MATTER OF CONFIRMATION. TO WHATEVER EXTENT THERE CONTINUES TO
EXIST CONCERNS OR UNANSWERED QUESTIONS, I FEEL (HAT IT WILL BE IN THE
BEST INTEREST OF THE COMMITTEE AND THE PUBLIC TO ALLOW AS MUCH TIME AS
PRACTICAL.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

MEMORANDUM
TO: HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEMBERS
FROM: REPRESENTATIVE DICK SHULTZ, CO-CHAIRM
DATE: FEBRUARY 7, 1985
RE: CONFIRMATION HEARINGS FOR MR. BILL ROSS

Due to circumstances beyond our control there will be a great deal of
interest focused on the confirmation hearing taking place on Monday,
February 11th for Mr. Ross. Consequently we as a committee will be
dealing with a very crowded committee room and the accompanying pressures
of heavy media coverage.

In fairness to Mr. Ross, the public, and the media 1 would ask that
members frrive promptly and that any special requests that might require
a change in committee procedure ~” made to me 1in advance of the meeting
for consideration.

As a matter of procedure, Mr. Ross will be allowed time to deliver a
statement to the committee. Members of the committee will then be
allowed the opportunity to ask questions of Mr. Ross. Members of the
public who wish to offer their comments will then be allowed time to do
so, In the interest of time and as a courtesy to those testifying |
would ask that members hold their questions until public testimony is
completed. At the end of the public comment period members will have an
additional opportunity to ask questions of Mr. Ross.

Thank, you.
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