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Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

^aalia jiiate ^legislature
^Mouse of ^Representatives

Labor and Commerce Comm ittee 
M E M O R A N D U M

Phone: 
(907) 465-3892

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

All M em bers, H ouse L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

Com mi t t e e  Staff 

J a n u a r y  22, 1985

C o m m i t t e e  M e e t in g ,  Thu r s d a y , J a n u a r y  24, 1985

On Thu r s d a y,  J a n u a r y  24, 1985, from 1:15 - 2:45 pm in R o o m  102 of 

the C a p i t o l  Building, the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  wi l l  

h o l d  the f o l l o w i n g  hearings:

H B  40: "An Act m a k i n g  a s pe ci a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the 1985

I d i t a r o d  sled dog race; and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .”

HB  40 p r o v i d e s  fund i ng  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t  for 872,000 for e x p e n s e s  to run the Iditarod sled do g  race. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  has a m a t c h i n g  grant p r o g r a m  that ill chan n el  these 

funds.

Las t  year, C SHB 142 b y  L a r s o n  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $65, 0 5 0  for the 

I d itarod, w h i c h  passed b o t h  h o u s e s  and pa s se d  into law u n d e r  C h a p t e r  8 

w i t h  an ef f e c t i v e  date of F e b r u a r y  22, 1984. A  b r e a k d o w n  of h o w  this 

y e a r ' s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w ould be spent is attached.

Th i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  covers o n l y  a p a r t  of the total e x p e n se s  of the race, 

w h i c h  come fro m o ther sour c e s  as well; t o t a l l i n g  some $ 38 0 , 6 5 5  in 

1981 and $ 4 6 8 , 7 6 0 in 1983.

HB 20: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to i nt e r e s t  on d e p o s i t s  col l e c t e d  by

p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s . "

HB 20 has b e e n  C a n c e l l e d  for today's Hearings.

O v e r v i e w  of Boards and C o m m i s s i o n s  Office, Of f i c e of the G o v e r n o r  

b y  C a r o l  Derfner.

Be'cyuse of the large n u m b e r  of B oard and C o m m i s s i o n  a p p o i n t m e n t s  

that this C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  be h o l d i n g  confirmatioi. h e a r i n g s  on, Ms.

D e r f n e r  w i l l  p r o v i d e  the C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  v e r b a l  and w r i t t e n  backgro, nd on 

the a c t i v i t i e s  of the Bo a r d s  and Commissions.



THE AWAKENING OF THE IDITAROD

T h e  Id itarod  T ra il b egan  in S ew ard  

d u rin g  the gold  rush  d a y s . It stretched  

to K n ik  then on to the go ld  cam p  of 

Id itarod  and  even tu ally  to N o m e.

It’ s o ver a th ou san d  m iles from  

A n c h o ra g e  to N o m e via th e  p resen tly 

u sed  Id itarod  1  rail ra ce  route. It cro sses 

two m ountain  ran ges, p a sse s  th rough  

ice -lo cked  w ilderness a rea s , and  w inds 

over 200 m iles a lo n g  the m igh ty Y u ko n  

R iver. T h e  m ushers leave  civ ilization  at 

K n ik  an d  th ere ’ s only sm all towns and  

v illa ges to b reak  the m onotony of 

trave lin g  in bon e -ch illin g  cold  until they 

reach  the historic go ld ru sh  town of 

N o m e, perched  on the sho res of the 

B erin g  S e a .

1  he historic Id itarod  Trail w as 

e stab lish ed  by its m an y trave lers and 

fre igh ters. B ut hav in g  a sled  d og race  

over the tra il wns in itiated  b y  D oro thy 

P n ge , a h istory b u ff who lives in 

W n silla . B ock  in 1964 P a g e  w as serving 

as ch a irm an  of the W asilla -K n ik  

C en ten n ial C om m ittee an d  also  a s 

se cre ta ry  o f the A u ro ra  D o g  M u sh e rs  

C lu b .

A s  a sp ec ta cu la r  cen tenn ial y e a r  

p ro ject, P n ge  ta lked  to m an y people 

abo u t re -op en in g  the Id itarod  T ra il, 

begin n in g a t K n ik, an d  h av .n g  a sled  

d o g  race  to call attention  to A la s k a ’ s 

p ast an d  the part the m u sh ers and  their 

d o g  tram s had p layed  in open in g up 

the T e rr ito ry  of A la sk n .

P a g e  could  see th a t ra is in g  sled  d o gs 

and  m u sh in g  w ere go in g  downhill due 

to the w ide use o f snow m ach ines. S h e  

felt m ush in g needed to be revived 

before the d o g : w ere “ com pletely  run 

down b y  snow  m ach in es .’ ’ B ut P a g e  

a lso  knew she could  talk  on forever 

abo u t a  b ig  new race  unless sh "  could  

ge t a m u sh er in terested  in her “ weird 

id e a .”

D o ro th y ’ s h u sban d , V ondo lee, w as 

Su perin ten d en t of S ch o o ls in W asilla  

then an d  had  kept a d o g  team  for 

severa l y e a rs . B ut V on  only had  time to 

tra in  the d o gs even ings an d  w eekends. 

Som etim es he cou ld n ’ t even  m an ege  to 

find tim e enough  for those shorter 

periods of train ing. M a n y  of the

teach ers new to A la sk a  go t their first 

taste  of d o g  m ush in g b y  help ing train  

the team , too. V o n  w as also  o m em ber 

of the A u ro ra  D o g  M u sh e rs  C lu b . H e 

said  he th o u gh t the id ea  of a ra ce  on 

the historic tra il w as a  good one, but 

that h e ’d h ave  little tim e to help  put 

such  a race  together. O th ers  exp ressed  

interest in the idea bu t backed  off 

b ecau se  they thought it would take too 

m uch work.

A b o u t the tim e D oro thy had  decided  

she cou ld n ’ t s tan d  it if one m ore person 

gav e  her a s tran ge  look an d  asked : 

“ A r e  you  c r a z y ?  D o n ’ t you rea lize  how 

m uch work th a t would b e ? ”  she m et 

the righ t m u sh er to help  her prom ote 

the race  and  p u t it together.

W h ile  a tten d in g  the “ W illow  W in ­

ter C a r n iv a l"  sled  d o g  races in 1966, 

D orothy ta lked  to Jo e  R ed in gton  S r . , 

and his w ife, V i,  who w ere  then living at 

F lat H orn  L ak e . Jo e  w as a veteran  

m usher who h ad  trave led  over sections 

of the h istoric Id itarod  T ra il when he 

hom esteaded  ad jacen t to F lat H orn 

Lake.

D u rin g  a lull in the finish of the 

W illow  race , D o ro th y  went up to 

R ed ington  an d  asked : “ W h a t do you 

think abo u t havin g  a race  over the 

historic Id itarod  T ra il? W e  cou ld  begin  

re -op en in g the trail ju st out o f K nik. 

T hen  we could  g rad u a lly  extend the 

trail until we reach ed  Id itarod and 

m aybe  even N o m e  som e d a y .”

R ed in gton  h ad  grin n ed  and rep lied : 

“ I think th a t ’ s a  g re a t  id e a !”  V i 

agreed . W ith  the R cd in gton s on her 

side, P a g e  knew  that m any of the 

prob lem s connected  w ith m ak in g be ­

lievers out of the other m u sh ers were 

solved . B u t first th e y 'd  h ave  to convince 

the tw en ty -th ree  m em bers o f the 

A u ro ra  D o g  M u sh e rs  C lu b  th a t the 

race  w as feasib le .

A t  the next m eeting of the c lu b , the 

proposed Id itarod  T ra il ra ce  w as  *he 

m ain topic of conversation . It w as 

d e c id e d  th a t  th e  W a s i l l a -K n i k  

C en tenn ial C om m ittee an d  the A u ro ra  

D o g  M u sh e rs  C lu b  w ould  co -sp o n so r 

the race  in 1967, the y e a r  th a t m arked  

the 100th an n iversa ry  o f the p u rch ase  

of A la sk n  from  R u ssia  in 1867. T h e  

club unan im ously endorsed  the id ea  of 

having an  Id itarod  T ra il ra ce . E d 

C arn ey  of W n silla , then p residen t of 

the A u ro ra  D o g  M u sh e rs  C lu b , 

a p p o in te d  an  “ Id i ta r o d  T r a i l  

C o m m ittee .”  M em b ers  in c lu ded  Jo e  

R ed in gton , A1 H ib b a rd , D o ro th y  

P a g e , V i R ed in gton  an d  E d C arn ey .

T h e  first m ajor p rob lem s the Id itarod  

com m ittee faced  w ere c learin g  the old 

trail overgrown with b ru sh  and  trees, 

and  sched u lin g the .a c e  betw een  the 

s e a so n 's  two b ig  ra ce s , the W o rld  

C h am pion sh ip  race  in A n ch o ra g e  an d  

the N o rth  A m erican  C h am p ion sh ip  

race in F a irban k s. T h e y  finally p icked  

“he d a te s , F eb ru ary  II an d  12, the 

u su al time for the A u ro ra  ch am p ion ­

ship race .

b .any people sa id  the Id itarod  T ra il 

race  w ou ldn ’ t be a su cce ss  b eca u se  it 

wns bu ck in g the two p restige  ra ce s . B u t 

the m em bers of the Id itarod  T ra il 

c o m m itte e  k e p t w o r k in g . T h e y ’ d 

d ecided  to offer $25,000 in p rize  

m oney and  there w as no end  to 

fu n d r a i s in g  a c t iv i t i e s .  A l s o ,  th e y

A  gro up  of peop le, in clu d in g D o ro th y  an d  

V o n  P a g e , Jo e  an d  V i R ed in gton , D an  

S e a v e y  of S ew ard  and  B ill C o gh ill of 

A n ch o ra g e , ga th ered  in S ew ard  on the 

4th  of Ju ly  in 1982 to d ed icate  the Mile 

“ 0 ”  sign  on the Id itarod  T ra il. It w as 

p a id  for b y  the Id itarod  T ra il B la ze rs .

Photo  b y  S teve  G u zz i

IDITAROD OMRCBK. TV& fJ&fA V1>
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>  decided to call the race  the “ Id itarod 

T r a i l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p  

R a c e ,”  be ca u se  they said som ed ay  it 

w ould  a ttract  m ushers  from all sect ions 

of A la sk a ,  the sm aller  states  and  even 

foreign countries.

W hen  the sm all g ro up  of Id itarod  

prom oters sign ed  up 58 m u sh ers for the 

1967 ra ce , the Id itarod  critics ch an ged  

the ir  tune. B ecau se  fund ra is in g  hod 

t a k e n  tim e aw ay from  trail w ork, only 

n in e  m iles of the Id itarod  T ra il  w ere re ­

opened. T h e  race  covered  25 m iles from  

K n ik  to B ig  L ak e  on S a tu rd a y , an d  

from  B ig  L ak e  to K nik  on S u n d ay , for a 

to tal  of 50 m iles. Isaa c  O k leasik  of 

1 ellcr won the race . It took the 

com m ittee the next y e a r  to g e t out of 

debt.

D u e  to lack of snow in 1968 the race 

w as  postponed. Sn ow m ach in e  races  

were sweep ing  the a rea  then, and  for 

th e  1969 race  the committee could only 

ra ise S I , 000 .  G e o rge  A t t l a ,  then living

in H u slia , won thni y e a r .

B y  1970, snow m ach ine race s were 

still a ttra ctin g  the attention  of the 

m ajo rity  of A la sk a n s  an d  interest in the 

Id itarod  w an ed . B ut tra il work con ­

tinued.

M e m b e rs  o f the Id itarod  T ra il 

C om m ittee knew th a t they co u ld n 't 

hold the in terest o f A la sk a n s  by 

exten d ing the trail a  little fu rther each  

y e a r  tow ard s N o m e. T h en , a t a 

com m ittee m eeting in 1972, Jo e  

R ed in gton  sa id : “ W ell, le t ’ s go  all the 

w ay  to N o m e in 1 9 7 3 !"

R ed in gton  called  1 'jw a r d  F arle y  in 

N o m e  and he started  work on the 

N o m e  end of the tra il. B u t not m any 

other peop le believed that m ushers 

could  travel over 1,000 m iles b y  d o g  

team s. C lea rin g  the tra il w as r. g igan tic  

ta sk . F o rtu n ate ly, b e cau se  of schedu led  

tra in in g  in an  o ver -g ro u n d  m ovem ent 

between Fort R ich ard so n  an d  N o m e, 

the U .S . A rm y  opened portions of the

Id itarod  T ra il. T h e y  em p loyed  snow - 

m ach in es for tran sportation . T h e  

I72nd A rc t ic  L igh t In fan try  B rigad e  

thus helped  open nd m ark  sections of 

the tra il in od’>an< , the Id itarod  race. 

Five c ivilians on s.'.ow m achines also 

helped  m ark  the trail.

O n  M a rc h  3 , 1973, hu n d red s of 

people w atch ed  os 34 m ushers left 

A n ch o ra g e  an d  headed  to N om e. 

W h en  D ick  W ilm arth  of R ed  D evil, 

A la sk a , reach ed  N o m e over the old 

w inter tra il m ush ers h a d n 't  trave led  for 

over 45 yeo rs, the celebration  w as like a 

com bination  of Fourth  of Ju ly  and 

C h ristm as.

S ince  1973 annual  ra ces  have  been 

held. W ith  each  race  comes the 

repetitious ta sk  of putt ing  in the trail, 

ra is ing p r i : c  money an d  sta f f ing  race 

h e a d q u a r t e r s  in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  

N o m e .  H u n d red s  of A la sk a n s  donate 

their time each  y e a r  to m ak e  the ra ce  a

& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & &

J O H N  “ I R O N  M A N ”  J O H N S O N

John  “ Iro n  M a n ”  John son , whose incred ib le 
endu rance m ade the record  fo r the A l l  A la ska  
Sweepstakes R ace in 1910 , is the musher to best in the 
7 5 th  ann iversary race , 1908 to 1983 . John son  covered 
the distance from  N om e  to C and le  and re tu rn , 4 08  
m iles, in 74  h ou rs , 14 m inutes and 37  seconds. T o  the 
le ft in the photo is his noted b lue-eyed leader, 
“ K o lm a ,”  whose tireless pace was a m arve l to the 
dog -lov ing N o r th .

ALL ALASKA SWEEPSTAKES 
1908 to 75th Anniversary, 1983

The Nome Kennel Club is sponsoring the "A ll Alaska 
Sweepstakes Race" on March 31, 1983, to commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of the firs t race in 1908.

The 1983 race w ill fo llow the same trail as the 1908 
race. It’s 408 m iles from Nome to Candle and return 
fo llow ing the old telegraph line between various m ining 
villages.

The route w ill be from Nome to Safety, then to Dixon; 
then to Topkok H ill; then over or around Topkok H ill, 
then to Timber Roadhouse, then to Council, then over 
the head of Melsing Creek to Boston Creek, across the 
Fish River Valley to Telegraph Creek, over the divide to 
Death Valley to Camp Haven, then to First Chance, then 
over the divide into Gold Run, then to Candle, and from 
Candle to Nome back on the same route.

Participants have un til March 30, 1983, to deposit 
the ir entry fee, $1,000 in gold, in the Miners and 
Merchants Bank in Nome.

The teams w ill start two m inutes apart, the firs t team 
leaving at 10 a.m.

The 1983 race w ill fo llow the orig inal rules as set out 
in 1908.

The purse is $25,000, w inner take all.
Those who wish additiona l information on the race 

can write to th is address:
All Alaska Sweepstakes 
Nome Kennel Club 
PO Box 3
Nome, Alaska 99762
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Sw eep stakes “'
E n t r y  P ees *
: A pp ro pr ia ti on . -7 •-V; '

G ra n ts  *?:•„ * ’
ISsrb-srshlps ~l‘j" ~ . • ' ' •  1 “ 7

V : ;; - ; '

B a n m e t . .  jv."*;;
•’ M i s c .■.

•. . T o ta l I i r x n e " •.

TTL^ ISTR^T IVE EXPENSE:

O f f i c e  S u p p lie s  a P o s ta g e  
S ta t io n e r y  & P r in t in g  
P m n e r
L e g a l 1 _ ,
H is c .

550
300

1,820
15,000
8,500
4.300
6.300 
7 , 0 0 0

750
4,100

— —  *------ '• $ 52,620

• •
DEFECT R=£3 'EXPPNSE:

5104,000
• 73,430

5 0 . 0 0 0  :
• 25,000 v  -r 
. 2 0 , 0 0 0 . -  ' -- 

6,000 J'-’- 
- s , 0 0 0
60.000 ' ■"& 
25,225

• ' 7 , 0 0 0  • . •;
5380,655 V.

T r a i l  
Earn R ad io
C hecke rs St O f f i c i a l s  
V e t e r in a r ia n s  
A i r  T ra n sp o r ta t io n  
P r i z e  L im ey 
T ro p h ie s

Banquet
V i

5 12,000 
12,000 
21,500 
7,000 

39,000 
101,500

1.300
4.300 

18,900
4,035

5221,535

SvDZBEXIT PACE EXPENSE:

• Goods f o r  P a s a le
a P u b l ica c v a r r r s m g  

r e la t i o n s  
' Sw eep stakes
V i c r

a r* i f f l e s

5 40,00012,000
51,000

3 ,0 0 0
5105,000"

TCEAL ZXFENSE: 5380,655
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Offer e d :  3 / 2 2 / 8 4
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  L a r s o n  a n d  F u l l e r

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 8 9 , 0 0 0
O t h e r  F u n d s  -0-

$ 8 9 , 0 0 0

B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
1 IN T HE H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 141 (L&C)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the Depf.rt-

7 m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  f or p a y m e n t

8 as a g r a n t  f or the I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  C o m m i t t e e ,  Inc.,

9 f or c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a p e r m a n e n t  I d i t a r o d  s l e d  d og

10 rac e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f or an e f f e c t i v e

11 d a t e . "

12 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

13 * S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s um of $ 8 9 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

14 to the D e p a  rtment of C o m m e r c e  a nd E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  f or p a y m e n t  as a

15 g r a n t  for the I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  C o m m i t t e e ,  Inc., for c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a p e r m a -

16 nent I d i t a r o d  sled d o g  r a c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

17 * Sec. 2. The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  by this Act s h a l l  be d i s b u r s e d  in

18 a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 37.05.316.

19 * Sec. 3. T his Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-

20 10.070(c).

-1 - C S H B  1 4 1 (L&C)



O f f ered: 3 / 1 1 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n so r s :  L a r s o n  a n d  F u l l e r

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 6 5 , 0 5 0  
O t h e r  F un d s  -0-

$ 6 5 , 0 5 0

B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
1 IN T H E  H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 142 (L&C)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A TE  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n titled: "A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p ar t -

7 m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  p a y m e n t

8 as a g r a n t  fo r  th e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  C o m m i t t e e ,  Inc.,

9 fo r  e x p e n s e s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  th e  1984 I d i t a r o d  s l e d  d o g

10 race; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

11 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S KA :

12 * S e c t i o n  1. The  sum of $ 6 5 , 0 5 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  rr o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d

13 to the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  an d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  fo r p a y m e n t  as a

14 grant for rhe I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  C o m m i t t e e ,  I n c . , for e x p e n s e s  of the 1984

15 I d i t a r o d  s l e d  d o g  race.

16 * Sec. 2. T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  this Ac t  s h a l l  be d i s b u r s e d  in

17 a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  3 7 . 0 5 . 3 1 5  - 3 7 . 0 5 . 3 1 9.

18 * Sec. 3. Thi s  A ct  t a ke s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in accoi’da n c e  w i t h  AS 01.-

19 10.070(c).
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