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H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 295 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

A n  Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

ment  of L a b o r  for s t u d y  of u n e m p l o y m e n t  i n  A l a s k a  and 

o t h e r  issues r e l a t e d  to A l a s k a  hire; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

10 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

11 * S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s um of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund

12 to the D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  for a s t u d y  of the e f f e c t  of the e m p l o y m e n t  of

13 n o n r e s i d e n t s  on u n e m p l o y m e n t  a m o n g  r e s i d e n t s  of A l a s k a  a nd o t h e r  issues

14 r e l a t e d  to A l a s k a  hire.

15 * Sec. 2. T he u n e x p e n d e d  a n d  u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n

16 m a d e  by this Vet l a p s e s  into the g e n e r a l  f und J u n e  30, 1986.

17 * Sec. 3. Thi s  ict takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  01.-

18 10 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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B i l l  N o . 

T i t l e "An Act making a special appropriation to the 

Department of Labor for Study of Unemployment 

in Alaska and other issues related to Alaska 

hire; and providing for an effective date."

House Bill 295 D a t e

C o n t a c t :
Robert Landau 

465-2700 

Eileen Plate 

465-2700

March 26, 1985

House Bill 295 makes an appropriation to the Department of Labor for a special 

study of unemployment and resident hire in Alaska.

Specifically, under this appropriation measure, the Department would collect 

and analyze a variety of information on the impact of nonresidents on employ­

ment in Alaska. Currently, such information is not available in a form that 
will withstand legal scrutiny. Although the State's counsel in the pending 

resident hire lawsuit wove together different kinds of information to show the 
impact of nonresidents on employment, the Superior Court concluded that there 

was insufficient evidence to show that the influx o f  nonresident workers was a 

"peculiar source" of unemployment in the construction industry in Alaska 

against which the resident hire law was directed.

The study which this bill provides for was also recommended by a recent legal 

analysis prepared by Attorney Robert Goldberg. This analysis, ’'Legislative 

Remedies for Rural Unemployment," specifically recommends that the State 

collect a substantial body of specific, reliable data on unemployment, income, 

population trends, etc. and that specific legislative and/or administrative 
findings be made on the basis of the data.

The Department expects that the study will support the State's contention that 

nonresidents are a primary cause of high unemployment in Alaska, and that it 

will also show that the resident hire law is necessary to remedy the problem.

The Department strongly supports this proposal to fund a study of unemployment 
and resident hire in Alaska.

APPROVED:

-Jim Robison, Commissioner 

Department of Labor

P O S IT IO N  PAPER/Department of Labor
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LO C A L  UN ION  N O . 1281

March 2 1 ,  1 985

L a b o r  & Commerce 
Pouch V
Room 1 0 2 ,  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u , i l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

A t t n :  M ike  N a v a r r e ,  Cha i rman

D ea r  M r .  N a v a r r e :

As an  A l a s k a n  o f  many y e a r s  and a p e r s o n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  
l a b o r  movemen t ,  I  w ou ld  hope  t h a t  you and y o u r  c omm i t t e e  wou ld  
g i v e  s p e c i  a t t e n t i o n  and " f a s t  t r a c k "  t h r o u g h  HB 2 9 4  and HB 2 9 5 .  
A l l  b l u e  c o l l a r  A l a s k a n s  t h a n k  y o u . . . .

S i n c e r e l y ,

CARPENTERS LOCAL 1 2 8 1

BM/rm

cc :  M i k e  D a v i s ,  H.  A.  " R ed "  B ouche r ,  V i r g i n i a  M. C o l l i n s ,
A l y c e  H a n l e y ,  N i i l o  K oponen ,  Drue P e a r c e
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