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D a t e  referred: 5/ V 86
F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

F I N A N C E

D A T E :

T h e
J U D I C I A R Y

C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d
C S S B  4 2 3 (SA)am

"An A c t  creating a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e . 11

a n d  re commends: 

d o  pass 

d o  n o t  pass

d o  pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t  (s) 

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o nn o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  s  \

r e p l a c e  w i t h  n O S  ^ ^ 3  C\ T U Q j[ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] n e w  t i t l e

a n d  recommends

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e C o m m i t t e e

m d  att aches: [ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n tent
[ ] f i r s t  fiscal n o t e
[ ] n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e
[ j z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

S I G N I N G  DO PASS: S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

n

__________________________

C h a i r m a n

 ____________________-    i______i
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Or i g i n a l  sponsor: Faiks

IN T H E  SENATE BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 423 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E SSION

A BILL

For an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  c r e at ing a m i s s i n g  perso ns information c l e a r­

ing h o u s e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A S  18.65 is a m e nded b y  a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

A R T I C L E  7. M I S S I N G  PERSONS I N F O R M A T I O N  CLEARINGHOUSE.

Sec. 18.65.600. M I S S I N G  P E R S O N S  I N F O R M A T I O N  CLEARINGHOUSE. 

There is in the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a fety the m i s s i n g  persons i n f o r­

ma t i o n  clearinghouse.

Sec. 18.65.610. D UTIES OF M I S S I N G  P E RSONS  I N F O R M A T I O N  C L E A R I N G­

HOUSE. (a) T h e  m i s s i n g  perso ns i n f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  is e s t a b­

lished as a central r e p o s i t o r y  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  m i s s i n g  p e r­

sons .

(b) The c l e a r i n g h o u s e  shall

(1) e s t a b l i s h  w i t h i n  the state a s y s t e m  and appropriate

proced u r e s  for c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  m i s s i n g  persons;

(2) collect, maintain, a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e  accurate and c o m­

plete i n f o r m a t i o n  on m i s s i n g  p e rsons for the p u r p o s e  of identifying, 

locating, and r e t u r n i n g  them;

(3) p r o v i d e  for e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  on m i s s i n g  persons 

w i t h i n  the state;

(4) coope r a t e  w i t h  p r i v a t e  citizens, local law enforcement 

agencies, and ot her state and f e d eral agenc i e s  in investigations c o n­

cerning m i s s i n g  persons;

(5) m a i n t a i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  the National Crime

-1- HCS CSSB 423(Jud)



Information C e n t e r  for e x c h a n g e  of information  on persons suspected of 

interstate travel;

(6) p r o v i d e  training and a s s i s t a n c e  to law enforcement 

agencies to p r o m o t e  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  of the c l e a r i nghouse.

Sec. 18.65.620. D U T Y  OF L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  A G E N CIES. All local and

state law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e ncies shall submit to the cleari nghouse all

n£ssing p e r s o n  reports r e c e i v e d  b y  the law e n f o r c e m e n t  agency if the

Hissing p e r s o n  is not l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  a f t e r  the report was

filed.

Sec. 18.65.630. M E D I C A L  A N D  D ENT AL R E C O R D S  OF M I S S I N G  PERSONS,

(a) W h e n  a p e r s o n  files a r epo rt of a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  w i t h  a law

enforcement a g e n c y  or w i t h  the clearinghouse, a f o r m  a uthorizin g the 

release o f  m e d i c a l  and dental records to the l a w  e nforcement  agency 

aid to the c l e a r i n g h o u s e  shall b e  supplied to the family, n e x t  of kin, 

or legal g u a r d i a n  of the m i s s i n g  person. T h e  family, next of kin, or 

legal g u a r d i a n  o f  the m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  m a y  c o m p l e t e  the release form and
i

deliver the r e l e a s e  f o r m  to the p h y s ic ian or d e n t i s t  of the missing  

person. T h e  p h y s i c i a n  or d e n t i s t  w h o  r e c eives  a r e lease form signed

- if the family, n e x t  of kin, or legal g u a r d i a n  of the m i s s i n g  person

nay only r e l e a s e  the m e d i c a l  or denial records to the law enforcement 

ageniy and the cle aringhouse.

(b) W h e n  the family, n e x t  of kin, or legal g u a r d i a n  of a missing  

person c annot be l o c a t e d  or does not exist, a law e n for cement officer 

®ay file a w r i t t e n  p e t i t i o n  in court stating  that an active i n v e s t i­

gation is b e i n g  conducted, that m e dica l a n d  dental records are 

required for the e x c l u s i v e  p u r p o s e  of f u r t h e r i n g  the investigation, 

aid that the family, n e x t  o f  kin, or legal g u a r d i a n  of a m i s sin g 

person c an not b e  located. The court m a y  issue an order for the 

release of m e d i c a l  and dental records n e c e s s a r y  for the identification 
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of a m i s s i n g  person, if a f t e r  a h e a r i n g  on the pet ition the court

finds that (1) an a ctive i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is in progress to locate a

m i s s i n g  person; (2) m e d i c a l  and dental records are n e c e s s a r y  for the

investigation; and (3) the family, next of kin, or legal g u a r d i a n  of a

m i s s i n g  p erson cannot b e  l o c a t e d  after a d i l igent search or does not

exist. The order shall s t a t e  that m e d i c a l  and dental records shall be
«■

u s e d  only  for the p u r pose s o f  locating the m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  and that 

o n l y  m e d i c a l  or dental r e c ords n e c e s s a r y  to identify the m i ssi ng 

p e r s o n  m a y  be released.

(c) The p h y s i c i a n  or dentist w h o  receives a court order or 

r e lease f o r m  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  only r e lease that inform a t i o n  that 

is n e c e s s a r y  to i d e nt ify the m i s s i n g  person.

(d) M e d i c a l  and d en tal records o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  shall 

b e  p r o v i d e d  to the clea ri n g h o u s e ;  however, informat ion p r o v i d e d  to the 

c l e a r i n g h o u s e  m a y  not leave the state or be filed in a computer system 

or n e t w o r k  n ot c o n t r o l l e d  b y  a state agency.

(e) W h e n  a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  is found, the law e nfor cement agency 

a n d  the c l e a r i n g h o u s e  shall destroy, i m m e d i a t e l y  upon notification, 

all records in their files o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  this section in r e l a t i o n  to 

the p r e v i o u s l y  m i s s i n g  person.

Sec. 18.6.5.640. R E P O R T S  U P O N  F I N D I N G  A  M I S S I N G  PERSON. (a) A 

p e r s o n  w h o  has filed a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  r eport w i t h  the c l e arin ghouse or 

a law enforc e m e n t  a g e n c y  shall immedi a t e l y  n o t i f y  the c l e aringh ouse or 

the law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  w h e n  the l o c ation of the m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  is 

determined.

(b) The law e n f o r c e m e n t  a gency and the clearingh ouse shall 

i n f o r m  the p e r s o n  w h o  has f i l e d  a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  report of the penalty 

u n d e r  AS 18.65.650(b) for f a i l u r e  to r e p o r t  that a missi ng p.- 'on has 

b e e n  located.

-3- HCS CSSB 4 2 3 (Jud)

-,-v.

m m



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Sec. 18.65.650. PENALTY. (-a) A p e r s o n  in an a g e n c y  who k n o w­

ingly fails to p e r f o r m  a duty u n d e r  AS 18.65.620 - 18.65.630 or who 

k n o w ingly uses i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  AS 18.65.600 - 18.65.660 in 

a manner n o t  n e c e s s a r y  for a m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is liable in 

a civil a ction to a p e r s o n  h a r m e d  b y  the failure  to p e r f o r m  the duty 

for a penalty of n o t  m o r e  than $10,000.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p ublic safety, or a p erson  designate d by 

the commissigner of p ublic safety, m a y  file a civil complaint in the 

district court to enforce A S  18.65.640. A  p e r s o n  w h o  fails to comply 

w i t h  AS 18.65.640 is subject to a civil fine of n o t  m o r e  than $1,000.

Sec. 18.65.660. DEFINITION. In AS 18.65.600 - 18.65.660 " c l e a r­

inghouse" m e a n s  the m i s s i n g  p e rsons i n f o r m a t i o n  c leari n g h o u s e  e s t a b­

lished in A S  18.65.600.

* Sec. 2. A S  18,60.170 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.60.170. R E P O R T  A N D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  DISAPPEARANCE. The 

commissioner of p ub lic s a fety or the c o m m i s s i o n e r 's [HIS] designee 

shall file each n o t i f i c a t i o n  of d i s a p p e a r a n c e  w i t h  the m i s s i n g  persons 

information c l e a r i n g h o u s e  u n d e r  AS 1 8 f65.620 [IN A L P H A B E T I C A L  O RDER IN 

HIS O F F I C E ] , and shall n o t i f y  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  in the district where  

the disappe arance o c c u r r e d  or in the n e a r e s t  d i s t rict s w h e r e  there is 

a peace o f f i c e r  to m ?’re an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the disappearance. 

If the circum s t a n c e s  give r e a s o n a b l e  grounds for s uspicion that a 

m u r d e r  has b e e n  committ ed or that a p e r s o n  has m e t  w i t h  foul nlay, the 

peace officer shall r eport  all the facts to the district attor ney in 

the peace o fficer's [HIS] dist r i c t  or the a s s i s t a n t  district attorney 

living n e a r e s t  the place  w h e r e  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  [HE] resides. The 

district a t t o r n e y  or the a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  shall assist and 

advise the p eace  o f f i c e r  in the [HIS] investigation.
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