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Original sponsor: P.Fischer

IN THE SENATE

BY THE HEALTH,

EDUCATION AND

SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 226 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

For an Act entitled: "An

BE

education

A

BILL

Act relating to the violation

laws."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THESTATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.30.020

Sec. 14.30.020.

PENALTY.

is repealed

guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

separate offense.

A person violating AS

Each day of unlawful

of compulsory

and reenacted to read:

14.30.010 is

absence is a

CSSB 226 (HESS)



r-KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

! |
T2r 148 North Binkley Street ~ « Soldotna, AK99669  +  Phone 907/262-5846
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February 21, 1985

Senator Paul Fischer
Stats Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Student Attenaance Laws _ .
Alaska Statutes, Title 14, Education, Chapter 30. Pupils,
Article 1. Compulsory Education, paragraphs 020. Violation

Dear Senator Fischer:

Student truancy is an increasing problem here. As our student population
increases at a M annual rate, there has been an even greater increase in the
number of students who do not attend school regularly.

Several years ago, we worked out a procedure with the District Attorney to
appropriately carry out the steps required before we turn matters over to his
office.

All administrators carry’ out building flevel counseling and disciplinary
procedures in all truancy cases. Emphasis is given to procedures that keep
students in class rather than suspending them for not coming to school.

Students with 1C or more days of unexcused absence are referred to my office
and | initiate a series of three formal parent contacts that inform them of
their rights and responsibilities, offer assistance, inform them of
alternatives to regular school attendance, and, finally, indicate that they
will be referred to the District Attorney's office if student truancy
continues.

After students have heen truant for 20 or more days, | request permission for
the School Board, as required by current law, to make and file a report with
the District Attorney who represents the branch of government empowered to
take further action.

At this point, the issue has been transferred to the judicial arena and
further delays occur as the case is processed, calendared and heard.
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And, at chis point, the wording of the law cited above renders both the school
district and the District atcotnev's office poweriess co act wnenever parents
or their attorneys arrange delays that extend beyond the end of the school
year because -

"In any event, at the expiration of the school year, the person
shall be released and discharged from all penalties provided by
this section." from Sec. 14.30.020. See attached.

At the present, state law only requires students to attend school from age 7
to 16 or nine years of a 13 year K-12 system. Current truancy law makes it
impossible to really require parents to have their children in school for the
nine years.

| request your assistance in modifying the.existinf; law by deleting the
sentence noted above. This action would permit school districts, through che
District Attorney's office, to enforce the law from year to year.

Please contact me if | can provide you with assistance or information.

Cordially,

Dr. uenms uaggett
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

end

cc: Shannon Turner
Thomas Wardell
District. Principals

DD/set
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crp T BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

REPLY TO

1 1031 WEST 4th AVENUE. SUITE 520
ANCHORAGE . ALASKA 99501
PHONE 19071 277-8622
UEIMUTMEXT OF LAW / D ot pay inp

DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 99576
PHONE 19071842-2482

CX 14S MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201

KENAI. ALASKA 99611
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY PHONE '(907) 283-3131

1326 CENTER AVE. SUITE 205
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615
PHONE: (907) 486-5744

February 8, 1985 809 s. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER, ALASKA 99645
PHONE (907) 745-5027

= P.0 BOX 671
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686

Dr. Dennis Daggett PHONE: (907) 835- 2462
Associate Superintendent

Instructional Services )

Box 1200 k T~

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 Ve ;o

CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Re: Tony Hansen
Johnny Colwell

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students
and a complaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a summons, Mrs. Hanson was not
arraigned until November 28, 1934. Her trial was set for February 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. | have
dismissed the case because 1 do not believe we could convince the
court of any other interpretation of that statute

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that
we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be changed.
IT you have any ouestions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D. Turner
Assistant District Attorney

SDT11
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Chapter 30 Pupils and Educational Programs for

Pupils.
?rtlglne ulsary Education <& 14,30.010—_14.30.050
2. Ehys?caf Xamlnanons and_Screening Examinat ons ]§,§ 14 30.060 — 14.30.1.70)
3. Edu?atlon for Exceptional Chi Idren(% 4.30.180 0.350)
4, Health Education 4303 0 — 1430,3/01
5. BiUngual-Bicultural E ucation  14.30.400— 14.30.410)
6. Adv ture Based Education [S§ 1430 500)
1. Alaska Student Leadership Development Fund < 14.30.510)

Article 1. Compulsory Education.

Section

10, When attendance compulsory

20. Violation

28 Reéport of violations and procedures
b,

E}rounds ?or suspension or denial of
admission

CoIIatTraI references. — 68 Am. Jur.
2d_Schoo 219-233.
79 gJS Schools and School Districts,

R| nt to refuse diploma or other
ewd nce of u0|Iscom Ietlon ofé:oinse b

ALR
Xt nt owerofschool dlstnct to

?] gro
vide for the comfort and convenience of

Eetagchers and pupils. 7 ALR 791; 52 ALR

Free textbooks and other school su Rnplles
for individual use of pupils. 17 AL
67 ALR 119%.

D|scret|on ofschool authorities to denY
or teachers scholarsht&)(e certi

S
|cae|%,|ploma icense or other like privi-

Section

47. Admission or readmission, wher cause
no Ionqer exists
50. Truant officers

Ierge to which they would be otherwise
|tIed by law. 12] ALR 1471,

Teacher's ciyil |Iabl|ltg for_adminis-
Z%rglng corporal punishment. 43 ALR2d

Re?ulatlons as. to fraternities and
similfar  associations connecten  with
educatlontal mstnutlont 10 ALR3q t389t
den anizatio stration
stafement, fl|e(NNIth uch scn % or state
universitv or college as onen to Inspection
bv{}ubm 37 ALR3d 131
hat constltntes a gnvate arochial, or
enommatlon hool within ~ statute

aking atten ance at sucp ﬁhool a com-
Planc wit compusorv school attendance

Sec. 14.30.010. When attendance com?ulsory ia) Every child

between seven and 16 years of age shall, at

end schoo» at the public

school in the district in Wwhich the child resides during each school term.

Every arent

uardian or other person having the responsibility for or

control of a ch%d between seven and 16 years of age shall insure that
the child is not absent from attendance
Eb This section does not app 3/ fa child
uca

is provided an academic e

tlon comparable to that offered by

the pub'ic schools in the area, either by
(Al attendance at a private school in' which the teachers are certif-

icated according to AS 14.20.020;

145



5 14.30.010 Alaska Statutes J 1430010

B> tutoring by personnel certificated according to AS 14.20.020; or

C) .attendance at a private school in which the average student
proficiency is not less than the average p_roﬁmencz_found in"the public
schools in” the area as measured by national achievement tests; the
department with assistance from representatives of the private schools
shall promulgate regulations defining the subject areas to be tested
and the minimum average scores to be achieved;

2) attends a school operated by ne federal government; _

3) has a physical or mental condition which a competent medical
authority determines will make attendance impractical: .

14) s In the custod_Y ofa court or law enforcement authorities;

5] is temporarily ill or injured; . _ _
14% 82% been suspended or denied admittance according to AS

(7) resides more than two miles from either a public school or a route
on which transportation is provided hy the school authorities, except
that this subsection does not apply if the child resides within two miles
g{tgnfglderal or private school which the child is eligible and able to

(8) .is excused hy action ofth: school board of the district at a reqular
meeting or by the district superintendent subject to, approval by the
school board of the district at the next -egular meeting;

9: has completed the 12th grade;

10) is enrolled in a full-time program of correspondence. study
approved by the department; in thosé school districts providing an
approved correspondence study program, a student may be enrglled
either in the district correspondence program or in the centralized
correspondence stu%ﬁ( program: _ _

i) |sequalla/w -served bv an educational exP_erlence apprc ved by
the schoal board as serving the child's educational interests despite an
absence from school, the request for excuse is made in writing by the
child's parents o' guardian, and_ approved by the rmucual or admin-
istrator of the schaol that the child attends. é 37-1-1 ACLA 1949; am
§ 36.ch 98 SLA 1966; am § 5¢h 71 SLA 1972; am § 5¢h 190 SLA 1975;
%817 8% 1 ch 30 SLA 1076: am § 1 ch 10 SLA 1977 am § 4 ch 126 SLA

Effect of amendments, — Tp)e 1978 with
endment, in g ragrap 1%ofsu se&tlon 92, . ,
,.added the Su (E ragr. Yh |A) an |BJ Additionally, the words, "of education”
signations, deleted "ot by

) AS 01.05.031(c) and 5 4. eh. 58. SLA
"from the end  were deleted " followin S"d(()e{)artment” b

ofgres ntsubparagragh (A, ad%ed ‘or"tg the_ revisor under 05.031 an

the end of present’su Cnaragrap @i.and 1460010

added subparagraph (Ct. . , LE?IS|a'[IV6 history regorts. — For
d}tors notes. —. This section was reeor on ch, 10, SLA 1977 (HB 60), see

redrarted by the revisor of stattftes.to 1977 House Journal, p. 45.

remove personal pronouns in conformity
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S 14.30.020 Education S 14.30.030
NOTES TO DECISIONS

in LAM. v, Slate. Sup. Ct. 020. Cited in Mat_\hew

e No. 2221). 547 °P.2d 821 O{J. No. 31 (File

<191 DR.C.v.§

D.S f Ct, O;i. No.  (File No. 4905). 64
549 P.2d 1190 (1976).

<<

Stated inInre S.
1255 (File No. 2530).

. Collateral references. — Extentoflecg- Applicapility chompulsog atfendance
islative power with respect to attendance  law covering children ‘of a apecme ag]e.
and cumculurr.. 39 ALR 477; 53 ALR 832, with respect'to a child who has passed the

Inmates of charitable jnstitytions as anmverearv date of such age. 73 ALR2d

residents entitled to school p.-vileges. 48  874. , .
AeLllgelOQBe ed to schoo p -Vieges. 49 Power of public school authorities to set

Constitutionality, c_onstrucélon, ~and  minimum or maximum age r.?. uirements

effecto dgtatutes i relation to admissionof ~ for u|pI|S In absencg of specifiC statutory
nonresident puplls tr school privileges. 72 authority. 718 ALR2d 1021 =~

ALR 499: 113 / lf 117, R?,5|dence for purBort of admission to
iefs oi parents as defense o public school- 83 ALR2d 497, .

tes a prjvate, parochia_or

Religious pe
prosecution for failure tocompgwn com- , What constit
LR2d 1401.

r
pulsory attendance law, 3 ALR? deno_mmatwna*J SC go Wltﬁln stata'e
_\Nhgt consututes "private  school*  making attendance at such Sﬁhoolacom-
within sﬁatute makmg at‘t)end%nce at such Pllance with compulsorv school attendance
a_school compliancé with com?ulsory aw. 65 ALR3d 1222.
school attendance law. 14 ALR2d 1369.

Sec. 14.30.020. Violation. A person violating. AS 14.30.010 is
quilty of a misdemeano." and upon conviction is punishable by a fine of
not less than S50 nor more than $200, plus the cost of prosecution, and
may be imprisoned until the fine and costs are paid_or until the
corivicted person has served one day for every $2 of the fine and costs,
at which time the_fine and costs are automatically discharged, Each
unlawful absence is a violation and if an ahsence IS extensive there is
a new violation each time five consecutive days of the absence elapse.
The court may suspend sentence, stay or postpone enforcement of
execution, or rélease from custody a person found guilty upon the condi-
tions which are in the best interests of the child. In any event, at the
expiraticn of the school, year, the person shall be released and dis-
charged irom_all Benaltles rovided by this section. (8 37-7-2 ACLA
1949; am §37 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Editor's notes. — The words "the statutes under AS 01.05.031 and § 4, ch.

statutes un
convicted person” were substituted for 58, SLA 19
he" in the first sentence by the revisor of

Sec..14.30.030, Report of violations and procedures. The chief
administrative officer of a district or state-operated school shall report
all apparent violations of AS 14.30.010 to the governing body of the
district, The governing body shall, on receiving the report of on the
complaint of any person, provide for a full and impartial investigation
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Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A Fischer While »n Juncou
Senate District P Pouch V
Box 784 fes Juneau. Alaska 99811
Soiootna, Miasxa yy&n9 (907) 465-3791
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H State Senate
MEMORANDUM
TO: Representative Nilo Koponen, Co-Chairman
House HESS

Representative Max Greunberg, Jr., Co-Chairman
House HESS

FROM: Senator Paul Fischer

RE: Senate Bill 226 (An ac- relating to the violation of compulsory
education laws.)

DATE: January 15, 1986

I would appreciate your scheduling a hearing on this legislation at
your earliest convenience.

The bill would eliminate one sentence asfollows: "in any event, at
the expiration of the school year, the person shall be released and
discharged from all penalties provided by this section.”

This sentence is evidently being interpreted as relieving a parent of
responsibility for their child®s truancyat the end ofeach school
year. Not only does the provision “washthe slate-® of any penalty
imposed, but it is being misused to cause dismissal of cases unless
actually brought to trial before the end of 1lhe final school term.

SB 226 would delete the provision of the state®s compulsory education
law which releases and discharges a parent or guardian from all
penalties associated with their child"s truancy at the end of the
school year. Under current statute, a parent who fails to send a
child to school 1is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine or
imprisonment but these penalties oxpire at the end of each school
year. SB 226 is intended to enharce enforcement of the truancy law,
since court proceedings can often not be completed within the term of
one school year.

Local school and law enforcement personnel have strongly urged remedial
action and 1 believe this problem merits our serious consideration.

Thank vyou.
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i" 148 North Binkley Street  +  Soldotna, AK99669  +  Phone 907/262-5846
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February 21, 1985

Senator Paul Fischer
Stare Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Student Attend ze Laws _ .
Alaska Statute,:, Title 14, Education, Chapter 10. Pupils,
Article 1. Compulsory Education, paragraphs 020. Violation

Dear Senator Fischer:

Student truancy is an increasing problem here. As our student population
increases at a 7 annual race, there has been an even greater increase in the
number of students who do not attend school regularly.

Several years ago, we worked out a procedure with che District Attorney to
appropriately carry ou*lthe steps required before we turn matters over to his
office.

All administrators carry out buildinﬂ level counseling and disciplinary
procedures in ail truancy cases. Emphasis is given to procedures chat keep
students in class rather than suspending them for not coming to school.

Students '/ith 10 or more days of unexcused absence are referred to my office
and | initiate a series of three formal parent contacts that inform them of
their rights and responsibilities, offer assistance, inform them of
alternatives to regular school attendance, and, finally, indicate thac they
will be referred to the District Attorney's office if student truancy
continues.

After students have been truant for 20 or more days, | request permission for
the School Board, an required by current law, to make and file a report with
the District Attorney who represents the branch of government empowered to
take further action.

At this point, the issue has been transferred to the judicial arena and
further delays occur as the case is processed, calendared and heard.

ANCHOR POINT COOPER LANDING ENGLISH RAY HOMER HOPE KINAI MOOSE PASS NIKISKI NIKOtAEVSK
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And, at this point, the wording of the law cited above renders both the school
district and the District Attorney"s office powerless to act whenever parents
or their attorneys arrange delays that extend beyond che end of the school
year because -

"In any event, at the expiration of the school year, the person
shall be released and discharged from all penalties provided by
this section.”™ from Sec. 14.30.020. See attached.

At the present, state law only requires students to attend school from age 7
to 16 or nine years of a 13 year K-12 system. Current truancy law makes it
impossible to really require parents to have their children in school for the
nine years.

I request your assistance in modifying the existing law by deleting the
sentence noted above. This action would permit school districts, through che
District Attorney"s office, to enforce the law from year to year.

Please contact me if 1 can provide you with assistance or information.

Cordially,

Dr. Dennis Daggett
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

end
cc: Shannon Turner
Thomas Wardell

District Principals

DD/set
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February 21, 1985

Senator Bettye Farhenkamp

Chairman

Health Education and Social Services
Pouch 7

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Student Attendance Laws
Alaska Statutes, Title 'l, Education, Chapter 20, Pupils,
Article 1. Compulsory Education, paragraphs 020, Violrtion

Dear Senator Farhenkamp:

Student truancy_is an increasing problem here. As our student population
increases at a 77, annual rate, there has been an even greater increase in che
number of students who do not attend school regularly.

Several years ago, worked out a procedure with the District Attorney ro
a;f)#qropnately carry out the steps required before we turn matters over to his
office.

All administrators carry out building level counseling and disciplinary
procedures in all truancy cases. Emphasis is given to procedures that keep
students in class rather chan suspending them for not coming to school.

Students with 10 or more days of unexcused absence are referred to my office
and | initiate a serieu of thr > formal parenc contacts chat inform chem of
their rights and responsibilities, offer assistance, inform them of
alternatives to regular school attendance, and, finally, indicate that they
will be referred to che District Attorney's office if student truancy
continues.

After students have been truant for 20 or more days, | request permission for
the School Board, as required by current law, co make and file a report with
the District Attorney who represents the branch of government empowered to
take further action.

At chis point, the issue has been transferred to the judicial arena and
further delays occur as che case is processed, calendared and heard.



And, an chis poinc, che wording of che law ciced above renders boch che school
discrict and che Discricc Accomey's office powerless co acc whenever parencs
or cheir accornevs arrange delays chac extend beyond che end of che school
year because -

"In ang event, ac che expiration of che school year, che person
shall be released and discharged from all penalcies provided by
chis section." from Sec. 14.30.020. See attached.

Ac che presenc, state law only requires students to attend school from wy

to 16 or nine years of a 13 year K-12 system. Current cruancy law makes

impossible co really require parencs to have cheir children in school for tr
nine years.

| request your assistance in modifying che existing law by deiecing che
sencence noced above. This action would permit school districts, chrough che
District Attorney's office, co enforce che law from year Co year.

Please contact me if | can provide you wich assistance or information.

Cordially,

AT 't 1 xy Lt
Dr. Dennis Daggett’
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

end

cc:  Shannon Turner
Thomas Wardeil
District Principals

nriset
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR
REPLY TO

C 1081 nest m avenue, suite 520

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 39501
RHONE (9071 277-36E2
DEPARTMENT OF LAW o 30, BOX 1070
GILLINGHAM, ALASKA 39575
PHONE. (907) 342-2*92
2 US MAIN STREET LOOP, ROOM 201
KENAI. ALASKA 39611
PHONE. (907) 233-3131

3326 CENTER AVE. SUITE 208
KODIAK. ALASKA 996(5
PHONE '(907) 486-5744

c 309 S. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER. ALASKA 9964S
PHONE; (907) 745-5027

Z PO. BOX 571
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99636
PHONE. (907) 335- 2462

CRIMINAL DIVISION/THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

February 3, 1985

Dr. Dennis Daggett

Associate Superintendent

Instructional Services

Box 1200 -
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 '

Re: Tony Hansen
Johnny Colwell

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students
and a carplaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a summons, Mrs. Hanson was not
arraigned until Movember 28, 1984. Her trial was set for February 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. | have
dismissed the case because | do not believe we could convince the
court of any other interpretation of that statute.

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that
we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be changed.

If you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D. Tomer
Assistant District Attorney

o111
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§ 14.30.010

Chapter 30. Pupils and Educational Programs for

Pupils.
Article
1 C. mé)ulsory Education 88 14.30.01u — 14.30.050)
2. Ph y ical Examinations and c(eenrng Examrnatronsr < 30.060 — 14.30.170)
3. Ed ucatron for Exce ronal C lldren * 14.30.1 14.30.350)
4. Health Educatrong 14 30 310
5. Bilingual-Bicult Educatron i85 143040 — 14.30.410)
6Adv ture-Based Education14.30.500) ,
1. Alaska Student Leadershrp Development Fund i§ 14.30.510)

Article 1. Compulsory Education,

Section Section _
10. When attendance compulsory 47, Admission or readmmion. when cause
20. Violation no Ion?er exists
28 F&eportlo(fjvrolatrons and procedures 50 Truant officers
45, rognds Tor suspension or dental of
admission

teraI references — 68 Am. Jur. Ie e gervhlrec\nv thely WOﬁH(h% otherwise

00lg. 1 219-233,
8 § Schools and School Districts. eac ers civil Tiability for adminis-
tering corporal punishmént. 43 ALR2d
Rrgt to refuse dri)loma or other 46

evrdenceofétuprlscom etion of course, 0 equlations as. to fraternities and
ALR 1533: 68 'ALR 928: 121 ALR 1471~ similia ?ssocratrons connected  with
Extent powerotschooldrstnct togro educatrona Institution. 10 ALR3q 389,

vide for the com ort and convenienc Student _ organization regrstratron
feachers and pupils. 7 ALR 791; 52 ALR  statement, trIed ith public schodl or state
249, universitv or collrge. as oEen to Inspection

Free textbooks and other 3chool suRoplres by public. 37 ALR3d 131
for mdrvrdual use of pupils. 17 ALR 299; hatconstrtﬁttesa rvate, parochial, or
67 ALR 1196 denominational school within statuce

Drscretron of school auth?rrtres to den rr]akrneg attendance at sucn1 chool a com-
fo puplis or te?chers scholarship, certif-  pliance wit compulsory school attendance

icate. diploma, icense or other like privi- an 65 ALR3d 1

Sec. 14.30,010. When attendance comPuIsory ia) Every child
between ¢?'in and 16 years of age shall attend school at the public
school in the district in which che child resides during each school term,
Every Parent %uardran or other person having the responsibility for or
controf of a child between seven and 16 years of age shall insure chat
the child is not absent from attendance

Sb This section does not app (Y a child

1) is provided an academic education comparable co chac offered by
{11 public schools in che area, eicher by

(A) actendance at a private school in which che teachers are certi-
icated according to AS 14.20.020;
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B) tutoring by personnel certificated according to AS 14.20.020; or

C) .attendance at a private school in which the average student
proficiency is not less than the average proflmenc%/,found In"the public
schools in the area as measured by national achievement tests: the
department with assistance from representatives of the private schools
shall promulgate regulations defining the subject areas to be tested
and the minimum average scores to De achieved:

() attends a school operated by the federal government: _

13) has a physical or mental condition which“a competent medical
authority determines will make attendance impractical:

<) isIn the custod_)( of a court or law enforcement authorities:

<) is temporarily il or injured: , .
14(6082% been suspended or denied admittance according to AS

(7) resides more than two miles from either a public school or a route
on which transportation is provided by the school authorities, except
that this subsection does not apply. if the child resides within two miles
g{tgnféederal or private school which the child is eligible and able to

(8) .is excused by action ofthe school board of the district at a reqular
meeting or by the district superintendent subject to approval by the
school board of the district at the next regular meeting;

19) has compieted the 12th grade: _

110) is enrolled in a fiill-time program oi c_orre_s?ondenc_e, study
approved by the department: in those school districts providing an
ap%rove_d correspondence study program, a student may be enrglled
either in the district correspondence program or in the centralized
correspondence study program; _ _

(11) isequally well-served b%_an educational experience approved by
the schoal board as serving the child's educational interests despite an
absence from school, the request for excuse is made in writing by the
child's parents or guardian, and approved b thePrlnm al or admin-
istrator of the school that the child attends. é 37-7-1 ACLA 1949: am
§ 36.ch 98 SLA 1966: am | 5c¢h 71 SLA 1972:am 8§ 5¢ch 190 SLA 1975:
%r%) 1¢h 30 SLA 1976; am 3 1ch 10 SLA 1977, am § 4 ch 126 SLA

Effect of amendment*, — The 1978 th AS 01.05.03Lici and 5 4. ch. 58. SLA
amendment mgara%raph 11ﬁofsubse tion 82, ,
ibi. added the Subparagraph (A) and 1B)  — Additionally, the words, "of education”
designations, deleted “or bg" fiom the end ~ were deleted” following_"depariment” by
ofé)res ntsubparagragh (A>. added "or" t e revisor under AS 01.05.031 and
the end of present subparagraph 'B>. an 60.010.
added subparairaph Leglslatlve history srﬁ[]mrts. — For

o=

=S=

Ed]itor's notes. —. This section was report on ch, 10. SLA" 1977 'HB 60), .
redrarted by :he revisor of statutes to 1977 House Journal, p. 45.

[emove personal pronouns In tumorrmiy
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§ 14.30.020 Education
NOTES TO DECISIONS

in.LAM. v, State. Sup. Ct. Op.  Cited i
1249 iFile No. 22211 347°P.2d 827  Op. No.
L. 1961“ DRC.V.
n re 3.0.. Sup. Ct. Oo, No.  File No. 49051.

2530t. 549 P 2d 1190 (1976).

_ Collateral references. — Extent of le

fleg-  Applicability of compulsory attendance
islative power with respect to attendancge Iawpcp ! pfag/p g

W covering children o ecified age.

and curriculum. 39 AuR 47753 ALR 332, with respecttp a chjld who has ;%assed g

Inmates of charitable institutions as anniversary date of such age. 73 ALRZ
residents entitled to 3chooi privileges. 48  374. _ .

ALR 1098 Power of public school authorities to set

_Consfitutionality, c,onstrucélon, _and  Minimum or maximum_age r.?.gmrements
eiTectofstatutes In relation toadmissionof ~ for upils in absence of specific statutory
onresident pupils to school privileges. 72 aunomy. 18 ALR2d 1021,
ALR 499: 113 ALR 177. Residence for purﬁose of admission to
Religious beliefs of parents as defense to publhc sche'l,. 33 ALR2d 497. .
rosecution for failure to comply with com- , W atconstltvtes rvate, Rarochlal,or
ulsory attendance law. 3 A F¥2d 1401, denominational school within statute
W%gt constitutes 'Prlvate school" n]_akmeg aftendance at sucﬂ s?hool a,com-
within sﬁatute making attendance at such Flanc with compulsory school attendance
a ,schoo cgmpllanc with compulsory  law. 65 ALR3d 1222
school attendance law. 14 ALR2d 1369.

Sec. 14.30.020. Violation. A person violai ng. AS L4.30.010 is
quilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a tine of
not ess than 550 nor more than 5200, plus the cost of prosecution, and
may be imprisoned until the fine and costs are paid or until the
cor,.victed person has served one day for every 52 of the fine and cost3,
at which time the_fine and costs are automatically discharged. Each
unlawful absence is a violation and if an absence s extensr/e there is
a new violation each time five consecutive days of the absence elapse.
The court may suspend sentence, stay or postpone enforcement of
execution, or rélease from custody a person found guilty upon the coni-
tions which are in the best interests of the child.”In any event, at the
expiration of the school year, the person shall be released and dis-
charged from all Benaltles rovided by this section. (§ 37-7-2 ACLA
1949; am §37 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Editor's note*. — The words “the statutes under AS 01.05.031 and | 4. ch.
con\ﬂ,cted person" were substlotute_d for  58. SLA 1982. J
"he" in the first sentence by the revisor of

Sec.. 14.30.030. Report of violations and procedures, The chief
administrative officer ofa district or state-operated schooi shall report
all apparent, violations of AS 14.30.010 to the governing body of the
district, The governing body shall, on receiving the report o on tne
complaint of any person, provide for a full and impartial investigation
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Naska JitatR “legislature

Pouch V
State Capitol

Official Business Juneau. Alaska 99811

Februar 13, 1986

Dr. Dennis Daggett
Associate Superintendent
148 North Binkley Street
Soldotna, Al :ska 99669

Dear Dr. C.ggett:

Thank you for your letter wurging support of SB 226, which
rel:\es to violation of compulsory education laws. Senate Bill
22b is in the House HESS Committee.

Senate Bill 226 has not been scheduled for a hearing as of this
date. I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your
comments to the HESS Committee.

Your comments are well taken and whe.. Senate Bill 226 comes
before the full House for action | will certainly take your
comments into consideration before voting.

Thank you again for jour letter.

Sincerely,

Representative Jchn G (Jack) Fuller



.-k enAi peninsula borough s chool district

s”  8NorthBinkley Street  +  Soldotna, AK99669  +  Phone 907/262-5846

~ Jy -
3 -4
February 6, 1986

Representative Jack Fuller
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Fuller:

During the last session, 1 requested legislative support to revise Chai)ter 30.
Pupils, Article 1. Compulsory Education, Sec. 14.30.020 that deals with
student truancy.

Existing policy and procedures in most school districts effectively handle
mosc of these cases. Truancy is often a family problem and current practices
attempt to deal with the causes behind the behavior. But every year there are
several cases ii which parental attitudes deny the child's right to do an
education and we are powerless to act because we cannot gettheparent to
court in a timely manner.

As written, the statute cited above concludes by saying, "In any event, at the
expiration of the school year, the person shall be released anddischarged
from all penalties provided by this section."

We are informed by the District Attorney that, to beat this “"sundown"
provision in the statute, we must identify the student as chronically truant
(10 or more days unexcused absence), exhaust all remedial efforts in our
policy, notify the parent in three subsequent letters of our administrative
intent and then ask our Board of Education for permission to file a complaint
vgith the District Attorney. That office must then investigate and set a court
ate.

If we can't accomplish all of the above prior to Januaryl annually, a
competent public defender can delay until the end of school and render our
complaint moot. The District Attorney's office cannot consider truancy
referrals after January 1 since there is no chance of getting them to court.

| ask you to support the changes in Sec. 14.30.020 contained in SB 226 now in
House HESS Committee. We need your help to keep more students in school where
we can help them improve their lives.

Cordially,
|

Dr. Denn'is Daggett
Associate Superintendent
Instructional Services

DD/set

ANCHOR POINT COOPER LANDING ENGLISH BAY HOMER HOPE KENAI MOOSE PASS NIKISKI NIKOLAEVSK
NINILCHIK PORT GRAHAM SEIDOVIA SEWARD SOLDOTNA STERLING TUSTUMENA TYONEK



COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE
(7)
FURTHER

5/10/85

Date:

HEALTH, EDUCATION
. SOCIAL SERVICES CSSB 226 (HESS)

The Committee on has had

"An Act relating to the violation of compulsory education laws."

under consideration and recommends:

[ ] do pass [ 1 do not pass
{ 1 do pass with attached amendments(s)

[ same title
[ \ X replace with”"CS for QjoB C ( ] new title

and recommends /1
[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" New Fiscal Note
V Zero Fiscal Note Attached

[ ] reports it back without recommendation
[ ] referred to the Commi ttee
MEMBERS SIGNIN' MEMBERS HAVING

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



Alaska Slate Legislature

Senator Paul A._Fischer While in Jun*ov

Senate District D Pouch V

Box 784 Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 485-3791

Soldotna, Alaska 99669
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H State Senate

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Mike Miller, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

From: Senator Paul Fischer

Date: April 25, 1986

SB 226, violation of compulsory education laws, SJR

Subject:
40, legislative annulment of regulations.

I would appreciate it very much if you would schedule Senate
Bill 226 and Senate Joint Resolution 40 at the earliest

possible time.

Attached are backup for both of these bills.

Thank you.
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