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"An Act relating to character investigation and fingerprinting of
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
POSITION PAPER - CSSB 101 (Jud)am

Support

February 8, 1985

CSSB 101 (Jud)am - "An Act relating to character investigation and
fingerprinting of applicants to the Alaska Bar Association.”

The legislation requires law enforcement officers to process
fingerprints of applicants to the bar.

Utilization of the Automated Fingerprint Identification Network
(AFIN) in the processing of these fingerprints will be both timely and
the cost will be immaterial.
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January 23, 1985

mlAN

The Honorable M. Mike Miller, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Miller:

The Alaska Bar Association would like to ask your assisfance
in the enactment of legislation relating to the character
investigation of applicants seeking admission to the Bar.
Specifically, we are seeking enactment of legislation that would
allow the Alaska Bar Association to utilize the services of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 1in processing the
fingerprint cards submitted by applicants for admission to the

Bar. Currently the cards are submitted for processing only in
Alaska. The Bar Association has approval as a secondary user of
AJIS, and the Alaska Department of Public Safety routinely
provides us information contained within AJIS on applicants. In

most cases, however, this reflects only arrests, convictions,
suspended imposition of sentences, etc., for in-state
violations.

Prior to 1981 the Association®s fingerprint cards were also
processed by the FBI. FBI rules were subsequently changed to
require statutory authority for the submission of fingerprint
cards to the FBI and the dissemination of information by the FBI
to bar associations. Therefore, | wrjte to ask your support for
and sponsorship of such legislation.

As you are probably aware, many applicants seeking admission
to the Alaska Bar are not residents of this state and have not
lived here for any significant period of time prior to attending
law school. In addition, effective January 1, 1985, the Alaska
Supreme Court approved amendments to the Bar Rules which allow
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for admission without examination (reciprocity). This will most
likely bring more applicants from other states who have been out
of school for a longer pcrioa of time.

Having access to FBI records, which contain information
submitted by all states, would enhance our character
investigation and background check on bar applicants, and assist
us in adding a further level of protection to the public.

I have taken the liberty of enclosing suggested language for
such legislation. As the attached correspondence indicates, the
FBI has approved similar language 1in other jurisdictions.

Any support you could give the Association in the submission
of a short bill for this purpose would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Should you need additional information, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION

Deborah 0"Regan
Acting Executive Director

Enclosure

cc: Members, Board of Governors



BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. It is the duty of all state, county and
city law enforcement officers to aid the Board of Governors of
the Alaska Bar Association in any 1investigation of the conduct
of members of the bar, and the character and fitness of persons
who apply for admission or reinstatement to the bar, and to
furnish all available information aoout the members or persons.

Section 2. The Board of Governors of the Alaska Bar
Association shall require that an applicant tor admission to the
Alaska Bar Association be fingerprinted to determine whether the
applicant has a record of criminal <convictions in this state or
in other states. The information obtained as a result of the
fingerprinting of an applicant shall be limited to the official
use of the Board of Governors of the Alaska Bar Association 1in
determining the cnaracter ano Tfitness of the applicant for
admission to the Alaska Bar Association.



1-126 (Rev. 5-3-72) 1
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHLN*GTON. D. C. 20537

Dace August -963

TO: Mr. Handall Burns
Director of Alaska Bar Association

Post Office Bex 100279
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Rursuant to jour telephone conversation with

Mr. Melvin D. Mercer on August 24, 1965, enclosed is
a copy of the Michigan Statute for Admission to the

State Bar. Thi3 Statute has been approved for sub—
mission of these fingerprint cards and dissemination
of ldentification Division records.

Enclosure

S
by "James ?. Pray

Recording Section

identification Division
FBI 3l ==



-IAT ARD Cr ®AW EXAMINERS
Received
APR 04i1S50

DE.HNIS DONOHUE

assistant secretary

p.A. 69 of 1980

Signed by the Governor
April 3, 1980 at
8:32 a.m.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
80TH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 1980

Introduced by Rep. Clodfelter

AN ACT toamend .section 9-49 of Act No. 236 of the Public .nets of 1961. entitled as amended "An act to
revise and consolidate the statutes relation t0 the 0rgani7.ation and jurisdiction of the courts of this state: the
powers and duties of such courts, and of the judges and other officers thereof: the forms and attributes of
civil claims and actions: the time within which civil actions and proceedings may be brought in said courts:
pleading, evidence, practice and procedure in civil and criminal actions and proceedings m said courts: to
provide remedies and penalties for the violation of certain provisions ot this act: and to repeal ail acts and
parts of acts inconsistent with, or contravening any of the provisions of this act.” bemg section 600.949 of
the Compiled Laws of 1970.

The People of the State oi Michigan enact:

Section 1 Section 949 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961. being section 600 949 of the Compiled
La'Vs of 1970. isamended to read as follows:

Sec. 949. (1) It is the duty of all state, county, and city law enforcement officers to aid the state bar of
Michigan and the board or law examiners in any investigation ot the conduct of members of the bar. and
the character and Illness of persons who apply tor admission or reinstatement to the bar. and to furnish all
available information about the members or persons.

(2) The board of law examiners shall require tli-c an applicant for admission to the state bar
Michigan be fingerprinted to determine whether the applicant lias a record ot criminal convictions in this
state or in other states. Tiie information obtained as a result of die fingerprinting of an applicant shall be
limited to the official use ol the board of law examiners and the committee on character ami fitness of the
stale liar of Michigan in determining the character and fitness ol the applicant for admission to the slate bar
of Michigan. Alter approval oi the applicant In the board ot law examiners, all fingerprint records and
cards shall be returned to the applicant or destroved.

(:3) After the effective date ot tins amendatory act. .ill fingerprint records and cards bemg held by the
state liar of Michigan shall lie destroyed.

(34)
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