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DEPARTMENT OF PUELIC SAFETY

POSITION PAPER - HB 498

January 29, 1986

Support

HB 498 - "An Act relating to the introduction of evidence in
prosecutions for certain sexual offenses; and having the effect of
changing Rule 404, Alaska Rules of Evidence."

The Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault supports HB 498 which
provides more precise guidelines on the admissibility of a victim®"s sexual
conduct as evidence. This bill further protects victims of sexual assault
by limiting evidence of a victim"s past sexual conduct to information that
is relevant to the case. Alaska"s existing '"rape shield law'" has gone a
long way to protect a victim. In the past, assumptions were often made
that a victim®s sexual history meant she/he somehow '"‘deserved™ to be
assaulted. Although we have progressed in our acceptance that irrelevant
information about a victim®"s sexual history should not be used to discredit
a victim, Alaska®s existing legislation does not distinguish prior sexual
conduct between the victim and the accused from prior sexual conduct
between the victim and a third party. This bill clarifies and further
limits presentation of irrelevant information.
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