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Opposed

May 7, 1986

CSHB560(HESS) - "An Act relating to imitation controlled substances."

It is our interpretation of the wording used in this bill that law enforce­
ment agencies will be required to prove the intent of a suspect in cases 
involving imitation controlled substances.

By requiring th?.t law enforcement officers must demonstrate "...that the 
person knows..." that they are dealing with an imitation controlled sub­
stance, enforcement of the statute will be extremely difficult. The 
requirement for proving 'intent' was removed from various narcotics related 
statutes several years ago. This bill will return this element in cases 
involving imitation controlled substances.

As a result of the implementation of the bill, law enforcement agencies 
will be less likely to be able to prevent the sale of "look-alike" 
imitation drugs and drug pushers will be able to increase the initiation of 
minors into the drug culture. Further, dangers to the public will occur 
when users become accustom to using "look-alikes" and unknowingly take the 
same dosage of a real drug.
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