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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  D  , v i a  a n d  K o p o n o n

CS F O R  H O U S E  R I L L  NO. 438 (Judiciary)

' IK T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  Or T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E SSION 
>

A B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p e n a l t i e s  for v i o l a t i n g  the

A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act) and prov iding for 

au e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT ENACTED  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E . S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 4 1 . 3 5 . 2 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 41.35.210. C R I M I N A L  PENALTIES. A  person w h o  is convicted 

of v i o l a t i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of a class A  

misdemeanor.

* Sec. 2. AS 41.35 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 41.35.215. C I V I L  PENALTIES. In a d d i t i o n  tc* ocher penalties 

and remedies p r o v i d e d  b y  law, a p e r s o n  w h o  is c o n v i c t e d  of viola t i n g  a 

p r o v ision of this c h a p t e r  is s u bject to a m a x i m u m  civil penalty cf 

$100,000 for e a c h  violation.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1986.

I N  T H E  H O U SE B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M IT T E E

- 1 - C S H B  4 3 8 ( J u d J
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R ep resen ta tiv e  M ik e  D avis
Pouch V Interim Office:
June.iu. Al?ska 99811 P.O. Box 81435
(907) 465-4930/4941 Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

T O :

F R O M :  R e p .  MikTi

H o u s e  Ju< C o m m i t t e e

D A T E :  M a r c h  1 8, 1 9 8 6

R E H B - 4 3 8 : P e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  H i s t o r i c  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t

B y  s t a v  *-ory d e f i n i t i o n ,  a n y  d e p o s i t ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  r u i n s ,  s i t o ,  

b u i l d i n g ,  g r a v e ,  a r t i f a c t ,  f o s s i l ,  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t  o f  

a n t i q u i t y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  p e o p l e  o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  y o u  i s  

t o  p r o v i d e  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  v a l u a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s .

A l a s k a  h a s  a n  u n u s u a l l y  r i c h  a n d  h e r e t o f o r e  l a r g e l y  

u n d i s t u r b e d  r e s e  v e  o f  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  h a v e  i m m e n s e  

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e .  T h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  e a g e r l y  

s o u g h t  a f t e r  b y  c o l l e c t o r s  w h o  a r e  u n d e t e r r e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  

p e n a l t i e s  c u r r e n t  l?.w p r o v i d e s  o r  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e s e  

o b j e c t s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d .  T h e  o b j e c t s  r a n g e  f r o m  i v o r y  a n d  

b o n e  h a n d  t o o l s  u s e d  b y  t h e  E s k i m o s  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  t o  

t h e  g r e a t  w o o d  c a r v i n g s  o f  t h e  T l i n g i t s  t o  t h e  r e l i c s  o f  W o r l d  

W a r  I I  s t r e w n  a c r o s s  t h e  A l e u t i a n s  t o  t h e  u n i q u e  d i n o s a u r  

b o n e s  r e c e n t l y  f o u n d  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e .  W i t h o u t  e x a g g e r a ­
t i o n ,  m a n y  o f  th* :e o b j e c t s  a r e  p r i c e l e s s .

T h i s  b i l l  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  u p  t o  o n e  y e a r  a n d  a  

f i n e  o f  u p  t o  $ 5 , 0 0 0  b e  i m p o s e d  f o r  a  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  c i v i l  
p e n a l t i e s  o f  u p  t o  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  b e  a s s e s s e d .  C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  

p r o v i d e s  o n l y  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  a n d  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  f i n e .  T w o  i m m e d i a t e  

g o a l s  I h o p e  t o  a t t a i n  b y  m a k i n g  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  

t o u g h e r  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  "'trong d e t e r r e n t  t o  v i o l a t o r s  a n d  t o  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  b i l l  doefe n o t  n o w  i n c l u d e  a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

p e n a l t i e s  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  a n d  w i l l f u l l y  a s s i s t s  i n  

t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  A c t ,  I h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  

t h a t  s u c h  a  p r o v i s i o n  i s  d e s i r a b l e  a n d  w o u l d  a s k  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i t  g i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  s u c h  a  p r o v i s i o n  i n  a n  

a m e n d m e n t .



. . .  n .ce m b e rl, 
i r s h a l l  D rive  o il 

L w  dricl Skyline.

2T'

w j k l D
,-t.___________ *52-2484_

•ALL UOWN PARKA, 5)25.

“ ’ n a r k  GAS & d ie se l h ea le r*  for 
.n le ilo r 8. engine cooling system * ol 
car* 8. truck*. Full repa ir & service 
on a ll ty p e s  ol s a s  h e a ler* . R oser 
Lang's Volkswagen Shop. 479-27*8.

M O V IN G  -N E W  B R O W N  p l a i d  
loveseal w ith oak  t r im ;  1 y e a r  old 
b row n n au g ah y d e  couch w ith  pine 
trim , both good condition. 488-0101. - -

.MUST SELL77~1970 CJ-S. MOO o r best 
o lftr .  3 197* SVI viz snowm obiles, *400 
or best o ile r. >.000 lor all. *54-7742,' 
ask lor Luann Berkley.______________

NEW  TORO EL EC TR IC  pow er snow 
shovel. I00‘ cord Included. 575. Call 
*79-7474.___________________ -________

OW ATONNA SK ID  LO A D ER  (lik e  
Bob C at), V-* Ford propane engine. 
Gas or propane. Good running condl- 
lion. M.SOO. *83-3967.________________

PIONEER VIDEO DISC r.iayer w / re­
m ote control. 70 movlr*. 53.400 value. 
Musi sell. 51,000. *57--,912 i l lo r  5pm.

PO O L  T A B L E . 575'. N ew  S c a n d la  
iacuzzl. B 'x8'x3'. Purrra, (liter, used 
boiler. 5*.000 or best. *57-0318._______

PO O L T A B L E  W ITH  a c c e s s o r ie s .  
5225. 2 chrorne m ag w hsels with (air 
llres. I0x)5 Chevy, 5)25. *79 *405.

POOL TABLE, 8 slicks, access.- .';* , 3 
)/2 'x7 '. New cover, 5500. Wood type- 
w rller desk. 37x40, 550. *88-249).

PORTABLE CIRCULAR SAW 7.ULL. 
Belsaw arbor, 30" and *2" d iam eter 
blades. Best o iler. *51-48*5.__________

R E D U C E  YOUR HEA TIN G  BILLS. 
S.-ua— ■ - r v jp v re  )roes. Purchase a

R EW A RD  FOR IN FO R M A TIO N  on 
location ol Intact World W ar II a ir ­
c ra f t:  P-39. P-<0, P-47, P-51 o r P-43. 
Dave. 209-438-5404 collect.

LEAVING ALASKA, like new w in ter 
clulhe* sizes 10-12. bools and m iscel­
laneous. Sa tu rday , 1271. 9am-12pm. 
<953 Dartm oulh *2.___________ ’

MOVING 5ALE: Saturday, 12/1, 10am- 
3pm . M ary Kay setl-oul plus lo lt of 
goodies. Everything priced to go, 100 
10th Avenue, 2C4.__________  _______

MOVING SALE, lu rn llu re , household 
Item s , som e tools, law n l i 'n l t u r e .

. 1228 Denali Way. Salurday onu • 9am- 
3pm, D ecem ber 1 . _________________

A MOVING SALE. P lan ts , C hristm as 
to y * ,  e x c e r c l s e  b ic y c le ,  d e s k s ,  
shelves, m icrowave, ne.r bicycle, TV, 
s tereo , collector album s. <52 *855.

TV, STER EO , sewing m achine, hexa­
gon aouarlum , m irrored plant stands, 
beds, desk, wicker, clothes. Salurday 
8, Sunday. 10am to *pm, 229 Well I t.

2 A PT. SALE: C hristm as tree , 50.000 
BTU S e a rs  fu rn a c e , h a n d -c ra f te d  
Item*, antique sewing m achine. 1*S3 
Elelson SI. Api. A 8, C. *51-0143.

160 Aircraft & Equipment

ALASKA'S WIN G  
SPECIAL 

LIMITED TIME O F F E R
*54-<704. M clro Field.

C E S S N A  170B, 180 L y c o m in g , CS ' 
prop. Avcon conversion. Leaving ste* 
and  MUST sell this super clean  
well-eoulped bird . See a! F a ir’ 
International. Call (or detail*
(In DelMi a t noon, or a lte r  *

FLIGHT INSTRUCTION - 
o r yours. FAA deslgnr- 
l l lg h t  te s t  e x am l
*38-34*9._______

FLIGHT - 
ALASKA’
Cut r a t»

J)OR f  «
c

7*

$ 2 ,8 5 0
REGULARLY S3,<99 

See a t /  
NORTHERN POW ER * t 

*33 3rd St., G /g  
*52-27/8 £

- 3SATOH B EA V ER  
4x4, under lO fg  
b lade and r r  =

vi -
(Ji- ig« 
U « c

16b ,u  -« ,
50 H P  E V E N R U D E  o u t b o  

Com pletely rebuilt. Bored .nto * 
size 51.503. P ie rce  Enterprise* 
3924 evening*.

170 Motorcycles—Scooto

ALASKA 
FUN CENTE'R .

Y our m o to rcy c le  h e a d q i- j,  ler»  
P a r t*  a n d  a c c e s i o r l c *  I >r a t .  
make*.

Yamaha
Honda

Kawasaki
Suzuki

T H R E E ,  ' 
• W H E E LF '

1817 COLLEGE Rl~

ALI

r
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’A V I A T I O N  B R I E F S ' i M i

A L A S K A

A N C H O R A G E , A K  -. T h e  United 
States Historical Aircraft Preservation 
M useum will begin ta k in g . legal action 
against individuals o r  organizations that 
remove the wreckage cf any military 
aircraft that crashed in the state of Alaska 
and the Aleutians before Novem ber 19, 
1961. T h e  m useum . ’ has obtained 
ownership of all 169  military aircraft that 
meet that criterion, and it wants to recover

and restore them for display. Some of the 
hulks would be used only for parts; the 
m useum  wants to  restore completely at 
least one example of each of the 4 0  types of 
aircraft that crashed.

•* %• . .. '.‘V'
T h e  museum also has claimed salvage 

rights on sunken military vessels of the 
Japanese navy, six Japanese aircraft, and 
three anti-aircraft guns. For more in­
formation i j i  the m useum  and its 
restoration project, contact P :u l  Fox, 
United States Historical Aircraft

Preservaticn M useum , P O  Box 6 8 1 3 ,  
Anchorage, A K  9 9 5 0 2 .

- A N C H O R A G E , A K  - “ Operation 
Springback,”  the F A A ’s special accident 
prevention program in Alaska, was a 
success, reported Franklin Cunningham, 
the agency’s Alaskan director. “ W e are 
very pleased with the results of this special 
safety program. A n  analysis will be made 
to determine the success and cost of the



W O R LD  W A R  n  a n d  A IR C R A F T

UNITED STATES HISTORICAL 
AIRCRAFT PRESERVATION MUSEUM

A RC HA EO LOG Y Fhonel 907-27.3 ' ^ U  

Dat.o 1 Apr 11, T>35

P.O. BOX 0013

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA r L 02

PUBLIC WOT ICE MO. 1

Sinoo 1980 ao a non-profit, tax-exempt, publio m u s e u m  in Alaska, the United 

States Historical A i r c r a f t  Preservation M u s e u m  liad boon in the prococa of 

obtaining legal own e r s h i p  of all downed mili t a r y  aircraft in ‘laska. Wit h  

the efforts of the De p a r t m e n t  of the Air Force legal staf'* and the U. S, 

Government, the U S H A F W  has registered and obtained such ovmerahip of all 

m i l i t a r y  a i r a r a f t  tha t  oraehod or otherwise lost in the state of Alaska 

and in the Aloutiano prior to Nov, 19, 1961 vhioh 3till remain either wholo, 

destroyed, partially destroyed, uncovered, or unfound. The m useum in the 

near future is going t o  attempt to remove all or partially all such mili t a r y  

aircraft. Its goal is to obtain one airc r a f t  o f  each type r o r  pjblio 

d i s p l a y  in the state of Alanka. Sinoo some of the aircraft are deotroyod 

or partially destroyed, t h e y  w i l l  be used for parts only to make one whole 

aircraft. Since the U S H A P M  has o w nership o f  these aircraft, effective 

April 1 1 , 1985 our m u s e u m  w i l l  t a k e  legal aations a g a inst a n y  individuals 

or organizations th a t  remove a n y  o r the aforementioned aircraft or aircraft 

parts. Our m u s e u m  is a s k i n g  the state and federal agencies not to issue a n y  

te nporary u s e  permit for m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f . that crashed prior t o  November 1 9 0 

1861. Also w e  are a sking the people of A laska and the Lower A8 to c o n t a c t  us 

if they kn o w  of such individuals or organizations that, attempt or have romovod 

these m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t  or a i r c r a f t  parts for our m u s e u m  to sat In m o t i o n  tb? 

proper aotlons.

Paul A. ^rrXf W o r l d  War II .Archaeologist

United States Historical Airora<*t FVeoorvation Museum
P. 0. llox 6813 f Anchorage, Alaska 99502
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Regional Director, National P?rk Service 
Regional Director, Fish & Wildlife Service 
Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
State Director, Bureau of Land Management

Regional Environmental Officer - Alaska

Ownership of Downed 'ircraft from World War II Era 
on Public Domain Loads in Alaska
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Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Deputy Regional Solicitor’s opinion 
relating to Paul Fox's claim of Ownership of Downed Aircraft on Public Domain Land in 
Alaska.

The Regional Solicitor is also preparing an opinion on the general subject of Ownership of 
Downed Aircraft from the World War II Era on Public Domain Land in Alaska which I will 
forward to you upon receipt.
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OFFICE OF T H E  SOLICITOR 

A L A S K A  REGION

701 C S treet ,  Box 34 
A j ic h o ra je ,  A Jaika 99513

im nr?t.T k :

R E C E J S E B

J u l y  2 9 ,  1 9 8 5
JUL.? 9 1985 

Office of the Seavtpjy, 
Anchorage, AK

MEMORANDUM

T O :

F R O M :

R e g i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  O f f i c e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

( A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a )

D e p u t y  R e g i o n a l  S o l i c i t o r  

A l a s k a  R e g i o n  ( A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a )

S U B J E C T :  P a u l  F o x ' s  C l a i m  o f  O w n e r s h i p  t o  D o w n e d

A i r c r a f t  o n  P u b l i c  D o m a i n  L a n d s  i n  A l a s k a

Y o u  h a v e  a s k e d  u s  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  a d v i s e  y o u  o f  t h e  l e g a l  

s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  n o t i c e s  o f  c l a i m e d  o w n e r s h i p  c f  a l l  m i l i t a r y  

a i r c r a f t  d o w n e d  i n  A l a s k a  p r i o r  t o  N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 6 1  p u b l i s h e d  b y  

a M r .  P a u l  F o x .  W e  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h o s e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  a n d  f i n d  

t h e m  l e g a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n y  c l a i m  o f  o w n e r s h i p  t o  

t h e  d o v /ned a i r c r a f t .  U n d e r  a n y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a b l e  law .  

m e r e  p r o l i c a t i o n  o f  c l a i m e d  o w n e r s h i p  is nor, s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  o w n e r s h i p  o f  d o w n e d  a i r c r a f t .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w e  a r e  c f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  

m a y  s i m p l y  be- i g n o r e d  a s  l e g a l l y  i n n o c u o u s .

1 TO:

II



Box 9 2 0  •  Pa lm er .  A laska  9 9 6 4 5  •  Tel: (907)  7 4 5 -4 4 9 3

ALASKA HJSTvORJ.GAb and TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM;.;td€. j

H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  

1 4 7  R u s s e l l  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 1 0
1 1 / 1 4 / 8 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S tel/ens,

W e  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p ! ! !  W e  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h e o l o g y ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  

O f f i c e ,  T h e  A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  a n d  a v i a t i o n  h i s t o r i c a l  

g r o u p s  a c r o s s  A l a s k a  to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  e x p i d i t e  a r a t i o n a l  

p l a n  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  r e c o v e r y  a n d  e x h i b i t  p l a c e m e n t ,  in 

A l a s k a ,  o f  W o r l d  W a r  II a i r c r a f t  w r e c k s .

It h a s  b e e n  a d i f f i c u l t  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  

h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  r e q u e s t e d  a p l a n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  W . W .  II a i r c r a f t  r e c o v e r y  a n d  e x h i b i t  f r o m  
a c o a l l i t i o n  o f  g r o u p s  in O c t o b e r  o f  t h i s . y e a r  a n d  t h e  p l a n  
w a s  p r o d u c e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  o n  t i m e .  In c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
m e n t i o n e d  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  i n i t i a l l y  t h e  c o a l l i t i o n  
o f  n o n  p r o f i t  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e d  t h i s  m u s e u m ,  a s  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
" p h y s i c a l  " m u s e u m  f a c i l i t y  in P a l m e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a n  
A v i a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  h a s  e x p a n d e d  to i n c l u d e  
t h e  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  a n d  A r c t i c  A e r o n a u t i c a l  F o u n d a t i o n  of 

F a i r b a n k s ,  w h i c h  a t  t h i s  t i m e  is d e v e l o p i n g  a n  a v i a t i o n  

c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  G o l d  D o m e  a t  A l a s k a l a n d .

A t  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  w h e n  w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  a n  " A l a s k a n s  

f o r  A l a s k a  " e f f o r t  w e l l  u n d e r w a y  a p o t e n t i a l l y  m a j o r  

d i s a s t e r  is in t h e  m a k i n g .  A c o m b i n e d  g r o u p  o f  in s t a t e  a n d  
" o u t s i d e  " s a l v o r s  h a s  g o n e  to b o t h  U n a l a s k a  a n d  U m n a k  

I s l a n d s  a n d  g a t h e r e d  u p  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  P - 4 0  

W . W . I I  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  f o r  s h i p m e n t  to t h e  L o w e r  48 s t a t e s .  

T h i s  i n v o l v e s  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  w i t h o u t  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  f e d e r a l  p e r m i t s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  

f r o m  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  It is a l s o  t h e  

s e c o n d  v i o l a t i o n  b y  t h e  s a m e  g r o u p  w i u h i n  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  

a s  s i m i l a r  v i o l a t i o n s  r e c e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  o n  A m c h i t k a  I s l a n d  

a n d  w e r e  d o c u m e n t e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .

O u r  c o n c e r n  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  

W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  f o r m i n g  a p o s i t i o n  o n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  v i o l a t o r s  w i l l  

b e  f i n e d  ( $ 2 5 0  ) f o r  t h e i r  t r e s p a s s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  
t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a i r c r a f t ! ! !  F o r  y o u r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a r o c k  b o t t o m  p r i c e  f o r  a f l y a b l e  P - 4 0  a t  t h i s  

t i m e  is in t h e  r a n g e  o f  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  A s  u s e f u l  p a r t s  a l o n e  the 
a s s e m b l e d  w r e c k s  r e p r e s e n t ,  w e  e s t i m a t e  , a f i g u r e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in e x c e s s  o f  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  N o t  a b a d  r e t u r n  f o r  a 

c o u p l e  o f  $ 2 5 0  f i n e s ! ! !



P e r  D a v e  O l s o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  O f f i c e  i n  

A n c h o r a g e  h i s  a g e n c y  i s  a b o u t  t o  c l a i m  o w n e r s h i p  o f  a l l  

o t h e r  d o c u m e n t e d  w r e c k s  on  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  b u t  a s  t h e s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  w r e c k s  h a v e  b e e n  m o v e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

p r o v e  o w n e r s h i p .
T h i s  i s  a n  i n d e f e n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n ! !  We h a v e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  

t h e  w r e c k s  i n  q u e s t i o n  a s  t h e y  w e r e  i n  p l a c e  on  f e d e r a l  

l a n d s ,  an d  t h i s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  h a s  e x i s t e d  f o r  y e a r s  , t h e s e  

w r e c k s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  o u r  p l a n  w h i c h  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  D u t c h  H a r b o r  

who a c t u a l l y  a i r l i f t e d  t h e s e  w r e c k s  f o r  t h e  s a l v o r s  h a s  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n  p o i n t s  t o  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .

I s  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a c t i n g  i n  an  

e t h i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  n o n  b i a s e d  m a n n e r  on t h i s  i s s u e ? ?  

We b e l i e v e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  t h e i r  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  

,  p l e a s e  s e e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  so m e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  p e r s o n n e l  i n  A l a s k a  s e e m  

t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  f a v o r i t e s  w i t h  L o w e r  48 c o l l e c t o r s  i n  t h e  

p a s t .  An A l a s k a n  g r o u p  l o n g  on  t h e  f i e l d  d e f i n i t e l y  c a m e  o u t  

s e c o n d  b e s t  t o  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r f o r c e ,  i n  T e x a s .  D o e s  
p e r h a p s  s o m e o n e  o r  a n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  i n  A l a s k a s  U . S .  F i s h  
a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a v e  a v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  

s a l e  o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ?  P e r h a p s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o '  

b e  e x a m i n e d .
W h a t  re w a n t  a c  t h i s  t i m e  i s  y o u r  h e l p  i n  s t o p p i n g  t h e  

d r a i n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  A l a s k a  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  w i l l  

h e l p  u s  g e t  i n  p l a c e  a n  A l a s k a n  s y s t e m  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s .  We w a n t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o r  

d i s p o s a l  o f  W . W . I I  a i r c r a f t  , o r  a n y  i m p o r t a n t  a v i a t i o n  

m a t e r i a l s ,  on  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h e o l o g y .  A t  t h i s  m om ent  

we  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w a n t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  P - 4 0 s  i n  q u e s t i o n  t o  

b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  O f f  r e  o f  H i s t o r y  an d  

A r c h e o l o g y .  T h a t  a g e n c y  c a n  t h e n  i n  t u r n  v/ork w i t h  o u r  

museum  and  i t s  a l l i e d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s  t o  i n s u r e  q u a l i t y  

e x h i b i t s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a  a n d  p e r h a p s  a f u n d i n g  b a s e ,  v i a  s a l e s  

o f  a v i a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  d e e m e d  s u r p l u s ,  f o r  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  

a v i a t i o n  h i s t o r y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .
We h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a  l e t t e r  we  w r o t e  t o  a n o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  

g r o u p  r e c e n t l y  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  e f f o r t  t o  i n c l u d e  A l a s k a n  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
A l e u t i o n s / W . W ■ I I  c l e a n u p  i m p a c t  s t u d y .  I t  s h o u l d  c l e a r l y  

i l l u s t r a t e  o u r  p o s i t i o n  on  h i s t o r i c a l  a v i a t i o n  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

i n  A l a s k a .

I n  c l o s i n g  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d  t h a t  a f t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

e f f o r t  a n d  r e a l  p a i n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  A l a s k a n s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  s t a n d  on  t h e  P - ' i 0 s  i n  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  

s e t  a p r e c e d e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  v i r t u a l l y  o p e n  A l a s k a  up t o  a 

s a l v o r s  " G o l d  R u s h " .  I r r e p l a c e a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  a i r c r a f t  

r e m a i n s  o f  h i g h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  e x h i b i t  v a l u e  , w o r c h  

v i r t u a l l y  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  ,  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  an d  w h a t  w i l l  

b e  l e f t  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e ,  o u r  c h i l d r e n ?
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  f o r  w h a t e v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  

m i g h t  n e e d .
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W h a t  t o  d o  W i t h  A l a s k a ’s  O l d  A i r c r a f t  R e l i c s

~ D l

O n e o f  th e  m ost  n o ta b le  
rem n a n ts  o f  m o d e rn  w ar fa re  is 
a i rc ra ft .  H u n d re d s  o f  p lanes bit 
the  dus t  in W o r ld  W a r  II as they  
p -r ished  in severe w ea ther ,  were 
sh v t  d o w n  by enem y  fire, o r  w ere  
casdltics.  of> m echanica l  failure 
an d  h u m a n  e r r o r . , '

... In A la s k a  o ld  . .a i rc ra f t  a rc  
scattei d .  th r o u g h o u t  the  s ta te ,  
bu t i ;  o n  . th e  A leu t ian  . Is lands

• N a t iona l  W ild life  R efuge ,  the re  is 
: a rich museum* o f  a b a n d o n e d  
a i rc ra f t  f ro m  W o r ld  W a r  II lying 
in th e  iso la ted  tvindra. O n ly  on

• the  A leu t ian s  Is lands did enem y  
t ro o p s  in v a d e  A m er ic an  soil

• du r ing  the  v / a r . . • .
W h a t  to  d o  with  the  rem ains  o f  

these a i rc ra f t  • is . ’ com ing  an  
increasingly  d i f fk u lc  ques tion  for  
the  U .S .  F ish  • a n d  W ild life  
S erv ice ,  th e  ag e n cy  w h ic h
m anages  ih e  re fuge.  Ii: this age o f  (Top photo) II95 as it originally looked  on  (he runw ay  in (he A leu t ians  dur ing  W orld  W a r  II .  (ZIo 
pub lic  sen t im en t  an d  legisla tion  photo) A n  uniden tif ied  w om an  s ta n d s  by the rem ains  o f  //95, a P-33G  on the A leu t ian  Is lands .

: to  preserve-: h is to r ic ,  sites an d
objects ,  m o re  a n d  m o re  peop le

/

. u U — r  J —

/ / / '  1 , 1 /  A

• # .  ■

/ s i /  U y ( .
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"sa m  :& f n
Even th e j u n k  yards on A inch itka  con ta in  relics, s 
C '47 ."

h

. preset ..l ion (.detests arc no: the 
only  n.’o t iva t ion  for removal o f  
' l\csc p lanes.  -The  b lackm arkc l 

.value  o f  a irc raft  for private  
m u se u m s  an d  collectors is on  the 
increase. I '.Many planes . have 
a lready  been vandalized for par ts  
and  so m e  have  even d isappeared .

. O n e  p lane  tha t d isappeared  
• was a  C u r t i s '  P -40E which was 
■removed from  A m ch i tka  in the 
early  1970’s. This  was the type o f  
p lane  f lo w n 'b y  the 343rd Fighter 
G ro u p ,  k n o w n  as the A leu tian  

•Tigers, c o m m a n d e d  by Colonel 
J a c k  C h c n n a u l t . '  T he  T ig e rs '  
d eve loped  qu ite  a  repu ta tion ,  as 
the  .p rim ary  in terceptors  o f  
J a p a n e se  p lanes dur ing  the w ar.

< 10  » . l l | I . . IV. ... .V , 411 ».to

... As a  s ta r t  in dealing with the  
p ro b lem  o f-d o w n ed  a i r c ra f t , ' th e  
U .S .  F ish  a n d  Wildlife .Service 

deve loped  a policy for a c ­
tivities conn  cted with  the old 
a irp lanes  on  Service land .

. • " T h e s e  p la rc s  are not there for 
( t h e  t a k i n g , "  s a y s  K e ith  
{S c h re in er ,-A la sk a  A rea  Director  

for  the  Serv ice .. ."U nless  an in ­
d iv idua l has ; the p ro p e r  papers 
e s t a b l i s h in g  o w n e r s h ip  a n d  
assu ring  com pliance  with federal 
laws p ro tec t ing  historic objects ,  
these p lanes  will rem ain  under  the 
s te w ard sh ip '  o f  the Fish and  
W ildlife  S erv ice ."  
i T ed  S pencer,  president o f  the  
A l a s k a n  H is to r ic a l  a i rc ra f t  
Socie ty, has  taken  a keen interest 
i n ' t h e  A leu t ians .  H e  says the 
islands a rc  rich in av ia tion  history  
with i.t least a  dozen “ significant 
relics'*. •

S p e n c e r ' advocates  p ro tec tion  
for the  a irp lanes  at the very least 
and  believes th a t  eventually  som e 
o f  the  p lanes should  be rem oved .

p . ’.ohc .viewing m an  A laskan  
m u se u m .

" O u t  o f  sight is out o f  m in d , "  
S pencer  says, "T h e se  planes 
shou ld  b e  preserved to c o m ­
m e m o ra te  the  service that people 
put io -  they should  be 
m em oria ls  to  those  w ho died and  
su f fe red .  If  we d o n ' t  c o m ­
m e m o ra te  those historic actions, 
the re  is som e th ing  w ro n g ."

Spencer  cites a  P-3SG which 
r em a in s  on  the  A leu t ians  under  
surveil lance by the U .S .  Coast 
G u a r d  as an exam ple  o f  . th e  
u n iq u e  a irc raft  rem ain ing  on  the 
is .a n d s ;  It is the on ly  G  model left 
in t h e .w o r ld ,  and  the  S la te  o f  
A lask a  has  nom ina ted  it to  the

i as this sho(-up

* t « 

N a tio n a l  . Register o f  H istoric  
Places as an  h istoric ob jec t .  T he  
P -3 8 's  w ere used in com bat  for 
the  first tim e in the A leu tians .  
T h ey  were flown from  C aliforn ia  
w ith  R and  M cNallcv  road  m aps,  
acco rd ing  to  S pencer ,  and  had 
the ir  first aerial victories o f  the 
w ar  w hen  they were used to shoo t 
dow n  tw o  four-engine Japanese  
imyin&.hQiuill

S hou ld  the  planes be 
tim e an d  the elem ents,  should  
they be rem oved  to  a m useum , or  
sh o u ld  they be restored in place, 
arc  all qu es t io n s  the Service is 
try ing to  deal with.

In t h e /  m ean tim e,  Schreiner 
stresses tha t rem oving  par ts  o r  
the  p lane  itself  from  refuge lands 
is a federal crim e. "D e s tru c t io n  
o r  rem ova l o f  go v ern m en t  
p ro p e r ty  is pun ishab le  by a S500 
fine a n d / o r  six m o n th s  in prison 
an d  forfe i tu re  o f  the o b je c t , "  
S chre iner  says.

It m ay  be possible to  ob ta in  
tit le to  an  ab a n d o n e d  a irc raft if

T his  Curb*  i  -40E  d isappea red  f ro m  A m c h i tk a  in Hie 
in (lie early  1970’s.
no o w n c H s  found and  i f  p ro p e r  
p r o c e d u r e s  a r c  f o l lo w e d ;  
how ever,  . f  the  a irc raft  is 
de term ined  to  be significant 
h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  is 
generally  limited.

" O u r  policy calls for  the  
a irc raft  to  be housed  in a public  
p lace in A laska  and  m ade  ac ­
cessible to  the p u b l ic ," S c h re in e r  
says, " a n d  any  w ork  d o n e  on  the 
a irc raft  m ir*  be in h a rm o n y  with 
its original c h a r a c t e r . "

Basically, the Scrviec policy 
requires establish ing ow nersh ip  
o f  the  a irc ra f t ,  com pliance  with 
the  1966 H istoric  P reservat ion  
Act p rocedures ,  and  use of. 
env ironm enta lly  sound  rem oval 
techniques befo re  a land use 
perm it can  be issued for rem oval.

F o r  m i l i ta ry  a i r c r a f t ,  a
sta tem en t must be o b ta ined  from 
the A ir Force at W right-
Pat tc rson  A ir Force Base in O h io  
re l in q u ish in g  all r ig h ts .  A 
sta tem en t also is needed from  the 
h is to rian  at E lm c n d o rf  A ir Force 
Base to assure  com pliance  with 
the H istoric  P reservat ion  Act.

For  rem oval o f  non -m ili ta ry  
Federal a i rc ra f t ,  the applican t 
must furnish a w ritten  s ta tem ent 
f ro m  th a t  F e d e ra l  a g e n c y  
relinquishing all r ights. For
privately  ow ned  a i rc in f t .  d ie true  
o w n er  m ust he located and  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o b t a i n e d  s t a t i n g  
ab a n d o n m e n t  o r  re linquishm ent 
to  the app l ican t .  If the ow ner  
canno t be located ,  the  p ro p e r ty  
will be subject to  sale o r  o th e r  
d isposal acco rd ing  to  Federal 
p rocedures .  In all cases, c o m ­
pliance with p rocedures  under  the 
H istoric  P re serva t ion  Act must 
be followed befo re  a permit car. 
be u ram c d  for rem ova l.

j i: tin
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Dear S i r :

The A la s k an  H i s t o r i c a l  A i r c r a f t  S o c i e t y  would l i k e  to a r d e n t l y  

p r o t e s t  t h e  o c c u r a n c e  o f  a s i t u a t i o n  and the conduct  o f  c e r t a i n  

f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .  D ur in g  A p r i l  and May a group o f  gen t lem en  r e p ­
r e s e n t i n g  the  C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r  F o r c e  o f  I l a r l i n g o n  Texas  a r r i v e d  

i n  A la s k a  w i t h  a  DC-3 c a r g o  a i r c r a f t  and a h e l i c o p t e r .  T h e i r  

i n t e n t  was to s a l v a g e  a s  much WWII a i r c r a f t  o r  a i r c r a f t  p a r t s  as  

was f e a s i b l e .  T h e i r  j o u r n e y s  took  i n  the  A la s k a n  P e n i n s u l a  (K in g  

Salmon -  Co ld  Bay -  C h e r n o f s k i )  and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  Adak ,  a  r e s t r i c t e d  

e n t r y  Navy b a s e  i n  the  A l e n t i a n s .  There  they  sp en t  f i v e  days  and 

f l e w  on government O . A . S .  a i r c r a f t  i n  the  company o f  FWS p e r s o n n e l  

to a r e a s  c o n t a i n i n g  a c t u a l  or  r e p o r t e d  WWII a i r c r a f t  w r e c k a g e .

The s u r v e y  a i r c r a f t  was o r i g i n a l l y  c h a r t e r e d  to s e r v e  the n a t i v e  pop­

u l a t i o n  a t  A tk a  V i l l a g e ,  through  th e  B I A .  I n  q u e s t i o n i n g  John Moore,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  B IA  i n  J u n e a u ,  the  c l a i m s  t h a t  BIA d id  no t  a u t h o r i z e  the 

f l y i n g  e x c u r s i o n s  by C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r  F o r c e  p e o p l e .  He i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  the f l i g h t s  were  FWS a u t h o r i z e d  as  " r e f u g e  su r v e y  f l i g h t s . "

He f e e l s  t h a t  th e  " t r u t h "  would n e v e r  have  come to  l i g h t  e x c e p t  t h a t  

the a i r c r a f t  g o t  s t u c k  i n  the  sand a t  Tanaga Bay (  a  r i c h  h i s t o r i c a l  

a r e a )  and was 18 ho urs  overdue  f o r  do ing  B IA  work .  The C o as t  Guard 

was c a l l e d  ou t  f o r  a  s e a r c h  m i s s i o n .

The FWS r e f u g e  manager i n  Adak ,  M r .  John M a r t i n ,  i n d i c a t e s  he thought 

t h a t  the  f l i g h t s  had been a u t h o r i z e d  by BIA and th e  O f f i c e  o f  A i r c r a f t  

S e r v i c e s  c l a i m s  i t  d o e s n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what went  on o r  who p a i d  f o r  

the  f l i g h t s .  A l l  th e y  d id  was f l y  the  a i r p l a n e  and land i t  where  e v e r  

the CAF i n d i c a t e d .  The C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r  F o r c e  m a in t a in s  the l a r g e s t
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group f l y i n g  WWII a i r c r a f t  i n  the wor ld  and ip  a major s a l v a g e r  

o f  a i r c r a f t ,  w o r ld  w id e .

The A laskan  H i s t o r i c a l  A i r c r a f t  S o c i e t y  has been  work ing  lo n g  and 
ha rd  in  a v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t  to  p r e s e r v e  WWII a i r c r a f t  i n  A l a s k a  as  

v a l u a b l e  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s .  These machines  r e l a t e  to an im portan t  

s t a g e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  deve lop m ent ,  no t  to  m ent io n  the commendable 
s e r v i c e s  and e v e n t s  o f  human co u r a g e  and s a c r i f i c e  d u r in g  the  

A l e u t i a n  Campaign.  We’ r e  up a g a i n s t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  these  museum 

o b j e c t s  a r e  worth  t ens  o f  thousands  o f  d o l l a r s  each on v i n t a g e  
a i r c r a f t  m a r k e t .  Our co m p la in t  i s  t h i s :  why i s  a major a i r c r a f t

s a l v a g e r  from the s t a t e s  a f f o r d e d  an e x p e d i c i o u s  tour  o f  A l e u t i a n  

wreckage  s i t e s  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  government  a s s i s t a n c e  and a t  g o v e r n ­

ment expense  when t h e  A la s k a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A i r c r a f t  S o c i e t y  cannot  

g e t  s i m i l a r  accommodation when s e e k i n g  to do the f e d e r a l  mandated 

t a s k  o f  g a t h e r i n g  in f o r m a t io n  f o r  th e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  

P l a c e s .  T h is  nom ina t ion  work i s  n e c e s s a r y  to g e t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  as  h i s t o r i c  o j b e c t s  and thus  ca use  them to  be p r e ­

s e r v e d  i n  the  i n t e r e s t  o f  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  A la s k a n s .  I t  i s

r e f l e c t e d  i n  E x e c u t i v e  Order  11593,  and 36 CFR800_______________________,

t h a t  the v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  do t h i s  
w o rk .  These machines  a r e  r a r e  and a r e  h i s t o r i c  in  the f i n e s t  sense  

o f  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e .  We have  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  w i t h  the s ub m iss ion  and 

a c c e p t a n c e  by the  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o f  our nom ina t ions  of  the  P -3 8  on 

A t t u  and B-24D a t  A t k a . . . n o m in a t i o n s  we put  t o g e t h e r  from photos  
g l e a n e d  from p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  i n  Nevada and m a s s a c h u s e t t s ; i n f o r m a t i o n  

t h a t  should have b een  p r o v id e d  by  the  f e d e r a l  government i n  l i g h t  of  

E x e c u t i v e  Order  No.  11593 and 36 CFR800.  The work i s  r e c o g n i z e d  and 

endorsed  by  the Manager  o f  F e d e r a l  A n t i q u i t i e s  o f  the H e r i t a g e  Con­

s e r v a t i o n  R e c r e a t i o n  S e r v i c e  i n  Wash.  D . C .  Even  though th e  nom ina t ion  

work i s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  our s m a l l  group 
has  endeavored  to do i t  out  o f  p o ck e t  and i n  sp a re  t im e .  We do t h i s  

b e c a u s e  the  FWS S e r v i c e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a i m s  to  have no t im e ,  manpower 

o r  funds to  conduct  such a s u r v e y  and fu r th e r m o r e  cannot  o f f e r  us any 
a s s i s t a n c e  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  do ing  t h e i r  j o b .  They say  on ly  t h a t  they  w i l l  

i s s u e  us a s p e c i a l  use p e r m i t .  They ca n n o t  s p a r e  any p e o p le  to  a s s i s t  

o r  accompany u s .  When we a s k  what a s s u r a n c e  we have t h a t  the machines  

a r e  p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t e d  u n t i l  a  p r o p e r  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  done ,  the  FWS c l a im s  

no one can g e t  i n t o  Adak w i t h o u t  s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e  and must have  l e g i t i m a t e  
i n t e r e s t  t h e r e  and t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  M r .  O w en .V iv ian  of  the FWS, no s a l v a g e
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p e r s o n n e l  would have  e n t r y  t o  r e f u g e  l a n d s .  Yet  the p e o p l e  w i t h  

FWS i n  Adak can g e t  a i r c r a f t  t o g e t h e r  and f ind  t ime to  v i s i t  s i t e s  

w i t h  prominant a i r c r a f t  s a l v a g e r s .

We f e e l  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e  i n  b e in g  compromised by  someone i n  
the f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m en t .  A v i a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a four th  o f  A l a s k a ' s  20th 
Century  deve lopment  and not mufch has been done to save i t  i n  a h e r i t a g e  

s e n s e .  The A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  A i r c r a f t  S o c i e t y  i s  t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  u 
p r e s e r v e  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  Would you p l e a s e  e a r n e s t l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  m a t t e r ?  

What we want to  know i s  t h i s r

1 .  Who sponsored  the C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r  F o r c e  w i t h  the Navy  a t  Adak.

2 .  Who pa id  f o r  th e  accommodations  and the  government a i r c r a f t  

f o r  the  CAP s u r v e y  team. Who a u t h o r i z e d  the a i r c r a f t ' s  u s e .

(FWS;  USN; B I A ;  OAS) ( a i r c j - a f t  c o s t s :  $324/day + $ 2 4 7 / h r .  f o r  f u e l  + M i s c .

3 .  Where e x a c t l y  d id  the  c rew  from the  CAF f l y  to and what  d id  

they  take  aw ay .
4 .  Why does FWS p e r s r n n e l  have  t ime to  accompany the p e o p l e  on pe rm it
... (//A1-179-S f o r  M Hoffman;  CAF 116 -S  R idge  C t .  F t .  C o l l i n ,  C o l )

and cannot  a s s J  the  A la s k a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A i r c r a f t  S o c .  p e r s o n n e l  

t r y i n g  to  p e r fo rm  f e d e r a l  mandated d u t i e s .
5 .  What p a r t  d i d  the  OAS p l a y  i n  t h i s  and what did p i l o t  D ave  K a c e l r o y  

e x p e r i e n c e  d u r i n g  the  f l i g h t s  ( i . e .  l o g  books)

6 .  Why cannot  t h e  AHAS g e t  s i m i l a r  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to 

save  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  f o r  A l a s k a .
7.  Why a r e  e f f o r t s  o do n o m in a t io n s  on v a l u a b l e  WWII a i r c r a f t  b e in g

b locked  by f e d e r a l  a p a t h y .

I f  we canr .ot  g e t  some a s s i s t a n c e ^ s o o n  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c  a i r c r a f t  w i l l  be 

s c a t t e r e d  and b ro k e n  down f o r  p a r t s  and used to <|ine t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  a 

fev? e n t r e n p e n u r s . I t ' s  g o i n g  to l o o k  bad i f  i t  i s  done w i t h  government 

a s s i s t a n c e .  Thank you f o r  y o u r  t im e  and en erg y  c o n c e r n in g  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .

We know t h a t  you a r e  b u s y .

S i n c e r e l y ,  D a le  J a c k s o n  S h e i l a  Dewey

T e d  S p e n c e r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  T r e a s u r e r
P r e s i d e n t



R o b e r t  B. A tw ood 
P re s id e n t  an d  P u b l i s h e r

T.A. D u r r
M a n a g in g  Edi

A l e u t i a n  r e l i c s

MAYBE THE FEDS -
and all of us — need to 
rethink the idea of prohibit­
ing the general public from 
picking up the debris of 
World War II that litters 
some of the remote areas 
and some of the unpopulated 
islands of the Aleutian 
Chain.

The Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice this week said it had is­
sued a criminal citation 
against a Missouri man who 
hired a helicopter and flew 
out there to pick up scrne 
parts from three wrecked 
Pr40 fighter planes that had 
been rusting away in splen­
did isolation on the west side 
of Unalaska Island for more 
than sJ years. . ,

The federal agents filed 
charges of landing on refuge 
lands without permission (is 
that really a crim';?) and 
then seized the old airplane 
parts — even though they ad­
mitted they don’t exactly 
know what to do with them.

The man who got the 
parts knew what to do with 
them.' He evidently had a 
market for them among old 
airplane buffs who restore 
World War II aircraft.

IF YOU think about it, 
what’s wrong with that?

Why not invite anybody 
with the inclination and the 
talent to go out there and 
pick up whatever junk he 
can find?

We remember a few years 
ago when members of the 
staff of a United States sena­
tor were out in the Aleutians 
and happily picked up an 
armload of empty World
Wai U-vintage Coca Cola
b o " ’

THERE ARE many rem­
nants of World War II scat­
tered around the Aleutians 
— plane wreckage, crum­
bling quonset hunts, bottles, 
trash, probably a lot of brass 
casings from expended am­
munition, empty oil drums, 
and who knows what all.

There have been propos­
als — and probably a lot of 
money spent — to finance 
government contracts to 
hire people to go out and re­
store the islands to their 
pristine beauty. They would 
be hauling away at taxpayer 
expense what evidently pri­
vate scavengers, souvenir 
hunters and collectors would 
do for nothing.

Why not leave in place 
whatever nobody wants? 
That debris, worn by the 
ravages of 40 Aleutian win­
ters, is part of the history of 
the islands. In time, it will all 
disappear.

Meanwhile, if some enter­
prising fellow wants to claim 
an old carburetor or wing 
strut or engine cowling, 
v . 'V i t ’* t*'~ M r m ?

the name of the city they 
came from stamped on the 
bottom. Our recollection is 
that Seattle was the home 
base of these particular bot­
tles.

The old Coke bottles, 
we’re told, are great collec­
tors’ items •— in high de­
mand and worth money.

So what if somebody knew 
that and came away from a 
trip to the chain with a few 
souvenirs to sell or give 
away? In the process, some 
of the litter of World War II 
was hauled away and the is­
lands were a little cleaner.

-ALASKA

P o l i t i c a l  t u r n a h o i
T h is  w eek  th e  H o u se  o f  R e p re ­

s e n ta t iv e s  will g e t  do w n  to  the  
lick-log on t a x  r e f o r m .  T h a t  fa ­
m i l i a r  o ld V efra in ,  “ S u re  I ’m  for 
t a x  r e fo rm ,  b u t  . . will no 
lo n g e r  suffice . E a c h  m e m b e r  
will h a v e  to  ch o o se  b e tw e e n  the  
“ Y e s ”  bu tton  a n d  th e  “ N o "  b u t­
ton .

A t th is  w r i t in g  it  a p p e a r s  th a t  
th e  m a jo r i ty  will c h o o s e  to  vo te  
" Y e s , "  w h ich  m a k e s  infinite 
g o o d  sense .  T h e  w o n d e r  is th a t  
th e  is su e  is in d o u b t  a t  all.

In  s im i la r  fash ion , th e  a d m in ­
i s t ra t io n  will h a v e  to  p u t  u p  o r  
s h u t  up .  T h e  s im p le  f a c t  is th a t  
th e  p re s id e n t  c a n  h a v e  a  t a x  r e ­
f o r m  bill p r i s e d  b y  th e  H ouse  if 
h e  r e a l ly  w a n ts  one ,  th u s  keep ing  
th e  p r inc ipa l  d o m e s t i c  p r io r i ty  of 
h is  se c o n d  t e r m  al ive .

T h e  rea so n  fo r  bo th  th e  a m ­
b iv a le n c e  of th e  H o u se  a n d  the  ti­
m id i ty  of the  p re s id e n t  h a s  a  lot 
m o r e  to  do w ith  po li t ics  th a n  with 
s u b s t a n c e

w o u ld  le ad  o n e  t 
b a s ic  th r u s t  of al 
e lu d in g  th e  v e r s  
t h e  fly  by  H ouse  
to  s im p l i fy  th e  tat 
t a x p a y e r s ,  to  shift 
a w a y  f ro m  indivi< 
p e n s e  of  busines: 
d e n ia l s  from  all  si 
th e  t a x  b a s e  in p r  
d e f ic i t -cu t t in g  tax  
th e  ro ad .

T h o u g h  th e  c< 
le ss  s im p le  a : . ' ! 
the prec'.l *•
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o f  a v i a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a

e v e r n I e r i-ky  
i • • • ;  i i

We a r e  losing p a r t  of ou r  av ia t ion  
a n d  s t a t e  h e r i t a g e .  A r t i f a c t s  of 
A lask a 's  aviation history a r e  con ­
tinually  scavenged  by O utside p r i ­
v a te  in te rests .  I t 's  un fo rtuna te ,  but 
a v i a t i o n  a r t i f a c t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  
so m e th in g  of value.

T h re e  public, nonprofit o r g a n iz a ­
tions a r e  concerned with keeping  
A lask a 's  aviation her i tage  in Alas­
ka. T hey  a r e  the Museum of /, Iaska 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  I n d u s t r y  in 
P a l m e r ,  T he  A laskan  H is to r ic a l  
A irc ra f t  Society in A nchorage ,  and  
th e  I n t e r i o r  an d  A rc t ic  A la s k a  
A eronau t ica l  Foundation in F a i r ­
banks .

O ther organizations also a r c  con ­
c e rn e d  w ith  r ec o v e ry  of h is to r ic  
a i rc ra f t ,  but the ir  efforts a r c  s t r u c ­
tu red  to p r iva te  use or gain .

The United S tates H istorical A ir ­
c r a f t  P re se rv a t io n  M useum , with 
P a u l  A. F ox  as  president,  h a s  in te r ­
f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w i th  o t h e r  
leg i t im ate  recovery  and p r e s e rv e  
tion efforts.

F ox  issued public notices c l a im ­
ing ow nersh ip  to all d o w n e d 'm i l i t ­
a r y  a i r c r a f t  tha t  w ere  no longer 
c la im ed  by the military . He then 
i s s u e d  t h r e a t s  of l e g a l  a c t i o n  
ag a in s t  an y  other o rganization  th a t  
tr ied  to sa lv ag e  these a i rc ra f t .  T he  
notice w a s  published the the  W est­
e rn  F ly e r ,  a  T acom a, W ash.,  a v i a ­
tion new spaper.

F o x ’s c>'.im was denied b y  The 
U.S. D er j r t m c n t  of the  In te r io r ,  
which v r o t e ,  ‘‘We have  rev ie w ed  
those public notices and find th e m  
legally  insufficient to es tab l ish  any  
c la im  of ownership to the dow ned  
a i rc ra f t .  U nder any in te rp re ta t io n  
of app l icab le  law, m ere  publicat ion  
of c la im ed  ownership is not suffi­
c i e n t  to  e s t a b l i s h  o w n e r s h ip  of 
downed a i rc ra f t .  Consequently , we 
a r e  of  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  p u b l i c  
notices m a y  simply be ignored  a s  
legally  innocuous."

The p roblem s have not s topped  
with the D epa rtm en t of I n te r io r 's  
dee is io r .  Seven Curtis P-40 c r a s h  
s ites  h ave  been scavenged  in r ec en t’ 
m on ths ;  the  Nome site was a l leged  
ly p ic k ed  o v e r  by a m e m b e r  of 
F o x 's  organization.

T he  P-40 is a World War II f igh te r  
th a t  w as s taged  in Alaska du r in g  
the  w a r  y e a r s .  Like m os t WWII 
figh ters ,  the P-40 is a r a re  a i rp lan e ,  
worth  about S400.000 in flying co n d i­
tion. T he  des tina tion  of i ts  r e c o ­
vered  p a r ts  is Texas, not A laska.

S ite  lo c a t io n s  include f e d e ra l .  
N ative lands and land still in q u e s ­
tion A laska 's  s ta te  D ep a r tm en t  of 
N a tu ra l  Kcs 'Nircev and th e  U.S. 

h :. 1 V,':' l*;f*-s i s ire  K inVC'H

E v e r e t t  L o n g

P i l o t ’s

C orn er

"W e a r e  inves tiga ting  ( the  theft 
o r  t r e s p a s s )  b ec au se  two w re ck s  
w ere  on fed e ra l  la n d ."  sa id  L a r ry  
Hood, a n  ag e n t  with the  USFWS. 
The  fine is S259 to S500. A w recked 
P-40 is w orth  over  S100.000.

" I t ’s  a  big ques tion  of ow nership 
a f t e r  th e  f ines  h av e  been p a id ."  
Hood sa id .  T h e  s ta te  and  the three 
leg i t im ate  a i r c ra f t  m u se u m  o rg a ­
nizations a r e  try ing  to h ave  the  P-40} 
seized and  kept in A laska. T here  j 
a r c  en o u g h  p a r t s  to m a k e  th re e !  
co m p le te  r e s to re d  a i r c ra f t .  They! 
w o u ld  b e c o m e  p a r t  of t h e  a i r !  
m u s e u m  d i s p l a y s  in F a i r b a n k s .  J 
P a lm e r ,  an d  Anchorage.

P a u l  C ha t tcy ,  who re p re se n ts  t h e } 
D e p a r tm e n t  of N a tu ra l  R e sou rces’ 
Office of H istory  and  Archeology, is 
am o n g  those wlio'd like to sec  more 
cooperation  a m o n g  the  various p r e ­
se rva t ion  groups.

"W e a r c  concerned  with a i rc ra f t  
th a t  a r e  co ve red  by  the  A laska His­
to ric  P r e s e r v a t io n  A c t ,"  Chattcy  
sa id . " B u t  th a t  only appl ies  to a i r ­
c ra f t  on s t a te  land. At the m om ent 
we n e e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of  all 
g r o u p s ,  l i k e  t h e  I A A A F ,  t h e  
m u se u m  in P a lm e r ,  and the Alas­
kan  H istorical A ircraf t  Society. J 
• “ O ur position is th is :  If  those  P-4J) 
p a r t s  a r c  se ize d ,  th e y  w ould  be 1 
m oved to s to ra g e  a t  P a lm e r —and j 
used for all A la s k a n s ."  j  I

T h e  P a l m e r  m u s e u m  h a s  con j 
t a c te d  U.S. Sen. T ed  S tevens  fay; 
help in se izing and keeping these  J 
a i r c r a f t  in A laska.  The IAAAF an{! • 
the  At I AS s u p p o r t  th e se  efforts;, j 
and  e n c o u r a g e  people to ex p re ss  { 
the ir  views to Sen. S tevens. L o c a l  j 
ly. Rep. Mike Davis also  is working 
to as s is t  the  effort .

It looks g r im  concern ing  saving 
the  P-40s. M ost of th e  sa lv a g e d  
p a r t s  a r c  p rese n t ly  s to red  a t  Un- J 
a l a s k a  a n d  U m n u k  I s la n d .  T h is  ; 
"G old  R u s h "  on i r re p la ce ab le  his , 
toric a i rc ra f t  has  got to be s topped. \ 
If not s topped , nothing will r em a in  : 
for educa t iona l  anil exhibit value  i

.4 pi i\ ,i,V pilot Ki«
I ' - '
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P r e s e r v i n g  A l a s k a ' s  a v i a t i o n  

h e r i ta g e  is  no t  s im ple ,  and  co m ­
petition for a r t i fa c ts  c an  be  f ierce .

The  A lask a  H is to r ic  P r e s e r v a ­
tion A ct  w a s  des igned  to p ro tec t  
historic , p reh is toric  and  archeo lo ­
gical r esou rces .  B ut i ts  pena lty  of 
“ up to $1,000 and/or s ix  m onths in

ja i l”  h as  not been effective in p ro ­
tecting  r a r e  a irc ra ft .

S ta te  Rep. Mike Davis ,  D istric t 
19, F a irb an k s ,  p lans to change  tha t  
law.

D av is ’ p roposed am en d m e n t  will 
change  it  f rom  a  $1,000 pena lty  j. i  
six m onths  in  ja i l ,  to $5,000 with  up

i L ' v

to one y e a r  in ja il .  In  addition a civil 
p e n a l ty  of $100,000 p e r  violation will 
be  c h a rg e d .  The responsibility  is 
a l so  b r o a d e n e d  to inc lude  those 
p eo p le  w ho  a s s i s t  a  p e rso n  who 
v io la tes  th e  A laska  Historic P r e ­
se rva t ion  A ct.

“ S o m e th in g  h a s  to  be done  to 
s t e m  the  t id e  of o u r  A laskan  her i t ­
a g e  f rom  le av in g  the  s ta te ,”  Davis 
s a id .  “ T h e  r e c e n t ,  a n d  ongoing, 
is sue  of the  P-40s is  a  good exam ple  
of n eeded  leg is la t ion ."

T h e  in ten t  of the  am endm en t  is 
ta k e  the  p ro f i t  out o f  s tea l ing  our  
A laskan  h e r i ta g e .  And stop those 
who a r e  w illing to c la im  rew ard s  
a n d  m a k e  a  p ro fi t  out of finding 
a r t i fa c ts  fo r  Outside interests .

P re s e n t ly  the  ch a rg es  a re  only a 
m i s d e m e a n o r —sti l l  a  m in o r  c r i ­
m in a l  ch a rg e .  J u d i th  B ittner,  Chief 
o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d

E v e r e t t  L ong  ’

P i l o t° s 

C o r n e r

A rc h a e o lo g y  D N R  r e c o m m e n d s  
changing th a t  to a  felony ch a rg e .  I 
s h a r e  th a t  rec o m m en d a t io n ,  and  
D avis  is seek ing  input on r e c o m ­
m e n d e d  c h a r g e s  in  t h e  a m e n d ­
m ent.

T he  ob jec tive  Is u su a l ly  World 
W ar  I I  f igh te rs  found in  isolated 
a r e a s  of the  s ta te .  T h ey  a r e  r a r e ,  
which dulls the  effect of a  $1,000 
fine, and isolated, w h ich  m a k e s  it 
difficult to ca tc h  a thief.

W ith in  th e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  fo u r

1

jO|

y e a r s ,  tw o  P-51 M u s t a n g s  di 
a p p e a r e d  from  a  lake n e a r  Sclav ,: ,  
n o r th  of  th e  S e w a r d  P c n i n s u ! . 
W hen asked ,  nobody in Kotzebue t 
N om e knew  who took them . Nor di 
anyone  w orking w ith  s ta te  or f o o t . 
a l  ag e n c ie s  know anyth ing  abo-. 
th e  m issing  a i rc ra fL  .

T h r e a t e n e d  a i r c r a f t  in the 
te r io r  a r e  P-39 A ircobras .  Th 
t e r i o r  a n d  A r c t i c  A la s k a  Ac. 
n au t ica l  Foundation  wishes to r  
t r i e v e  s o m e  of these  r a r e  WV,\ 
f igh te rs  for d isp lay  in the  Alaska 
la n d  P io n ee r  A ir  M useum.

T h e  a i r  m u s e u m ’s  efforts  a r c  
public  u se  and p rese rva tion  of av i '  
t ion her i tag e .  Anyqne who knows 
c r a s h e d  o r  su b m e rg e d  WWII ai. 
c r a f t  a r e  encouraged  to assist.

Jo h n  Cooper, d irec to r  of the Ala 
k a  H i s t o r i c a l  T r a n s p o r t a l i o  
M u seum  in P a lm e r ,  says  he  sa  
p o r ts  D av is ’s  a m e n d m e n t  “ 100 pc. 
ce n t .”  a -  .■
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F . O .  Pox 01301,  F a i r b a n k s ,  A la s k a
99708

J a n uary 16, 1986

Representative Mike Davis 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mike:

The twenty five membe s of the North Star Flying Lions wis h  to 

lend their s u p p o r t  to the ( -oposed amendments of the Alaska Historic 

Preservation Act. We are deeply concerned r e garding the removal of 

historical artifacts from Alaska.

We appreciate being made fully aware of this problem through 

Everett Long's r e c e n t  Pilot's Corner column in the Fairbar.KS Daily 

News-Miner. The tragic loss of the planes men t i o n e d  in the column 

diminishes Alaska's aviation heritage, which w e  feel is incumbent 

on all of us to protect and preserve.

The prop o s e d  legistation to incrccise the civil penalty from $1,000 

to $100,000 is a g o o d  start in getting the kind of attention that is 

apparently n e c e s s a r y  to stem further acts of criminal removal (theft, 

if you will) of these rare planes.

Please i n c lude our organization as being 1 0 0 %  in favor of your 

proposed amendment. Members nr;nos will be sent on'.request.

Sincerely yours,

L. Stanley Zielinski 

President, 1985-86

LSZrmv

CC: Letter to the Editor

Fairbanks DaiD> ? Jews-Miner



7 7 3 4  WALNUT AVENUE SO U TH W EST 

TACOM A.W ASHINGTON 9 0 4 9 0

A d m ir a l  J a m e s  S .  R u s s e l l , u s n  (r e t i r e d )

2 9  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6

The H o n o r a b l e  Mike Davis 
M e m b e r  of the State L e gi slature 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 19th District 
Juneau, A k . , 99801

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Davis

F r o m  one who flew and fought in A laska in W W  II, 
please a ccept m y  h e a r t y  endorsement of your e ffort to 
preserve for A l a skans those historic airplanes which, 
due to enemy  a c t i o n  or weather, were w r e c k e d  and 
abandoned in the State  of Alaska,

W i t h  all g ^ d  wishes for your success.

Enclosure: News c l i p  from Fairbanks paper

CC; Brig.Gen. B e n j a m i n  3 . . T a l l e y , USA (retired) 
A n c h o r  Point, AK.

ftlind. *>•’ Lany , Bo* ] ( 725"

Sincerely,



A d m ir a l  J a m e s  S .  R u s -s e l l . u s n  (r e t i r e d )
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3 0  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6

BGen. B e n j a m i n  B. Talley, 
Star Route Box 600 
A n cho r Point, AK., 99556

Dear Ben,

I s p e n t  10-13 J a n u a r y  in Fairbanks w i t h  the Inte rior 
A l a s k a  and A r c t i c  Aerona u t i c  F o u n d a t i o n  (IAAAF) and served 
as g uest s p e a k e r  at their S a t u r d a y  banquet. A n u m b e r  of 
their m e m b e r s  are d e e p l y  concerned about the p i r a t i n g  of 
W W  II histo r i c  a i r craft from crash sites in Alaska, (e.g. 
Mr* Fox who has tried to lay claim to all.)

It w o u l d  ''e g r e a t l y  app rec i a t e d  if you could send 
a word u f  s u p p o r t  for R epres e n t a t i v e  Mi ke Davis to those 
in the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  who are p a r t i c u l a r  friends of 
yours. See enclo s e d  nev/s clip.

On a n o t h e r  subject, - I am h o l d i n g  open 10 M a r c h  
for an a d v i s o r y  committee m e e t i n g  in J u n e a u  s hould Bill 
H a n a b l e  call it.

To you and Virginia, all the best,

hcts s e c u r e  a  < > {  P l f 0f



M E M O R A N D U M  S t a t e  o f  A i a s k a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n

TO: Tom Moyer

Legislative Aide 

Representative Davis' Office 

Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Judith E. Bittner REF: Changes to

Chief, Office of History & Archaeology ACC.11.16 A P R  2
Department of Natural Resources

The Alaska Historic Preservation Act, (AS 41.35,010) formulates as state law 

the preservation and protection of Alaska's historic, prehistoric and 

archaeological resources from loss, desecration a nd destruction. Title 11, 

Chapter 16 of the Alaska Administrative Code, establishes implanenting 
regulations to deal w ; t h  jurisdiction, title to oollected items, the permit­

ting process, reports, etc. related to these resources.

It is unlawful for a person to appropriate, excavate, remove, injure, or 

destroy without a permit from the Commissioner, any historic, prehistoric or 

archaeological resources of the state. There is, quite properly, a broad 

definition given to "historic, prehistoric and archaeological resources" 

under 41.35.230 ("deposits, structures, ruins, sites, buildings, graves, 

artifacts, fossils, or other objects of antiquity which provide information 

pertaining t o  the historical or prehistorical culture of people in ths state 

as well as to the natural history of the state.") Penalties are establis­

hed under Section 41.35.200 for possessing, selling, buying or transporting 

within the state, or offering to sell, buy or transport w i t h i n  the state, 

historic, prehistoric or archaeological resources taken or aoquii.°d in 

violation of this section. Violators are guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

oonviction, a re punishable by a  fine of $1,000, or by imprisionment for not 

m o r e  than six months, or ry both. (AS 41.35.210)

I am certain that aircraft and parts thereof are adequately covered under AS 
41.35.230. Alaskan historic aircraft have been accorded recognition as 
historic artifacts and/or objects of antiquity by the Governor's Historic 
Sites Advisory Committee (established under AS 41.35.110) in nominations to 

the National Register of Historic Places and by award of grants to recover 

rare, endangered aircraft. I would suggest that changes should not be made 

to Section 11.16.110, a  portion of the implanenting regulations that define 

administrative responsibility for historic sites as being w i t h i n  the Divi­

sion of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. Any changes in State law should, 

mor e  appropriately, be made to AS 41.35.200. Mr. Lona's efforts are in the 

right direction; as State Historic Preservation Officer I w o u l d  support 
efforts to increase the penalty for violation of 41.35.200 from a misdemea­
nor to a  felony.

tDYER.REP
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O l d  W o r l d  W a r  M  w r e c k a g e  i n  t h

Letters to  the ed itor
D. a r  E d i to r :

I r e a d  with a m a z e m e n t  the  ed ­
ito r ia l ,  " A 'e u t i a n  re l ic s ,"  w hich  
a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  Dec. 11 issue of 
T h e  A n c h o ra g e  T im e s .  T he  
a u t h o r  a p p a r e n t ly  is u n a w a r e  o r  
u n a p p re c ia t iv e  of the  in te n se  e f ­
fort  by  a  han d fu l  of v o lu n te e r  
A l a J 'a n s  to  p r e s e r v e  A laska’s

h e r i t a g e  for  p r e s e n t  and  fu tu re  
r e s id e n ts  a n d  v isitors .

I f  th e  r e m n a n t s  of A laska’s  il- 
lu s t r io ' i s  h i s to ry  is w o rth less  
ju n k ,  w h y  do  folks fly up h e r e

f ro m  Missouri,  r e n t  h e l ic o p te r s  
an d  s ta y  in h o te ls  o r  t e n ts  a t  
g r e a t  ex pense  j u s t  to  p ick  u p  th is  
" j u n k ? "  I o ffe r  th a t  t h e  re a s o n  is 
bin ks, big bucks .  A r e s to r e d  Cur-

1

%
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A l e u t i a n s  i s  n o t  j u s t
tis P-W W a rh a w k  or- Lockheed  
P-38 Jg h tn in g  is w orth  S300- 
400,000.

D uring  th e  1950s an d  1960s 
these  s a m e  a i r c r a f t  could be  
p u rch a sed  in good con dition to r  
as  little a s  $500. Now that 10 y e a r s  
of a t t r i t io n  h a s  r e d u c e d  the  n u m ­
b er  to  less th a n  a  dozen, th e i r  
value  has  g o n e  through  the  roof. 
Alaska is one o f  the  last depos ito ­
ries of these  m a c h in e s  in the  wild 
and  they  a r e  fairly  well p r e ­
s e rv e d  by the  cold  c l im ate .

N ot only a r e  the  s a lv a g e rs  
taking the m a c h in e s  out o f  s ta te ,  
they  a r e  tak ing  o u r  h istory . W hat 
sac r if ice s  of h u m a n  life do  th e  
re m a in s  of th e  Aleutian  C a m ­
paign r e p re s e n t?  As a  s tu d e n t  of 
A laskan  h is to ry  I h av e  a  d ee p  a p ­
p rec ia t ion  of  A laskan  h e r i t a g e  
and  tradition .  This h e r i t a g e  is a 
so u rce  of p r id e  an d  identity . 
O ver  the  las t  cen tu ry ,  the  land  of 
A laska has  been  heavily  lo o ' - d  
by th e  c a rp e tb a g g e r s .  Conse­
quen t ly  m ar.y  fine collec tions of 
A laskan  c u l tu re  res ide  in m u ­
se u m s  so m e w h e re  o th e r  than  
A laska.

I f  one  c a r e s  to  d e b a te  va lue  of 
p re s e rv in g  A lask a ’s s u p e rb  a v i a ­
tion h is to ry ,  t a k e  a  look a t  the  
h u n d re d s  of a i r  m u s e u m s  sp r in g ­
ing up a ro u n d  th e  w orld ,  m a n y  of 
th e m  fe a tu r in g  A laskan  a i r c ra f t .  
S om e of th e se  include the  N a ­
tional A ir  a n d  S pace  M u se u m ; 
ti:<* A ir  F o rc e  M u se u m  in D ay ­
ton, Ohio; the  P ac i f ic  M u se u m  of 
F ligh t in  S ea t t le ;  a n d  the  Air- 
p o w e r  M u se u m  in Iowa.

A viation  h a s  a lm o s t  single- 
h an d e d ly  c h a n g e d  a  ce n tu r ie s -  
old w a y  of life fo r  A laskan  r e s i ­
d en ts .  T h e  issue  of  h is to r ica l  
A laskan  a i r c r a f t  a s  a  c u l tu ra l  r e ­
so u rc e  h a s  b e e n  on th e  tab le  for  
at l e a s t  10 y e a r s .  A lot of h a r d  
w o rk  b y  vo lun tee rs  a s  well a s

co n tr ib u t io n s  by  th e  p r iv a t e  s e c ­
to r  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t  h a v e  gone 
in to  reso lv ing  this issue.  W e a r e  
ju s t  now  beg inn ing  to m a k e  som e 
m ean in g fu l  p ro g re ss .  F o r  T he  
A n c h o ra g e  T im e s  to  d e g r a d e  the 
in tr ins ic  va lu e  of th e s e  a r t i f a c ts  
b o r d e r s  on  ir re spons ib i l i ty .  You 
m ig h t  a s  well inv ite  folks to 
p i l fe r  n a t iv e  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  buy  up 
the  v in ta g e  a r t  co l lec tions ,  o r  
b e t t e r  y e t ,  s a w  up  A la s k a 's  his­
to r ic  a r c h i t e c tu r e  a n d  g o  into the 
f irew ood business.

T e d  M. S p e n c e r  
P re s id e n t  
A lask a  H is to r ica l  

A irc ra f t  S ocie ty  
7317 M ichelin  P la c e ,  No. 5
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