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H B  393

. I ,  '

Th ii l e g i s l a t i o n  al l o w *  deaf, b l i n d ,  and d i s a b l e d  
i n d i v i d u a l *  to o « r v «  on j u r i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  I n t e r p r e t e r s  
are p r o v i d e d  for d e a f  p e r s o n s  w h i l e  on j u r y  duty* Thia 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  i m p a c t  the C o u r t ' s  t r a v e l ,  c o n t r a c t u a l ,  and 
l e a s e h o l d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b u d g e t  c a t e g o r i e s .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  of all e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n a  are 
s e l e c t e d  for j u r y  n o rvice, w h i c h  t y p i o a l l y  a v e r a g e s  one and 
o n e - h a l f  days In length. The D i v i s i o n  of  V o c a t i o n a l  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  has e s t i m a t e d  that 250 d e a f  p e r s o n s  w o u l d  be 
e l i g b l e  for . j u r y  d u ty. B a s e d  on pa s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a p p r o x i­
m a t e l y  17 d e a f  i n d i v i d u a l *  w o u l d  be c a l l e d  for s e r v i c e  in s' 
y ear. E a c h  d e a f  1 j u r o r  w o M  r e q u i r e  an i n t e r p r e t e r  for all 
a c t i v i t i e s  n the c o u r t .  i n t e r p r e t e r  fees a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  to 
c o s t  $ 9 , 90 0 p e r  year. D e p e n d i n g  u p o n  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  m a y  have to tr a v e l  to the c o u r t  l o c a t i o n s  a r o u n d  
the state* Th i B  t r a v e l  1 b e s t i m a t e d  to co s t  $4 ,1 0 0 .

C o s t  e s t i m a t e s  for s u b s e q u e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r s  r e f l e c t  ‘ 
i n f l a t i o n  at the r a t e  of six p e r c e n t .

- R I G H T 8  OP D E AF, BLrflL, A N D  D I S A B L E D  P E R S O N S  * 
F I S C A L  I M P A C T  1 ' i|

I
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M E M O R A N D U M M a y  2, 1985

SUBJECT: CSHB 393 (Judiciary)

TO: Representative M.M. Miller
House Judiciary Committe e

FROM. Michael F. Ford
Legislative Counsel

Your request for a new committee substitute contained 
instructions to delete section 4 from the 5/1/85 draft. By 
doing so, the bill retains the term " p h y s i c a l l y  or mentally 
disabled" in b o t h  sections 2 and 3 but has no definition of 
the term. Also you  should n o t e  that the existing definition 
of "physical handicap", AS 18.80.300(13), will n e e d  to be 
repealed should this bill b e c o m e  law.

Please contact me if you ha ve any questions.

M F F :ojb 
J 1 4/072



Original sponsor: J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

IN T HE H O U S E  BY T H E  JUDICIARY C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 393 (Judiciary)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the rights of p h y s i c a l l y  and

m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  persons."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 09.20.010 is a m e n d e d  by a dding n e w  subsections to read:^

(b) A  p e r s o n  is not d i s q u a l i f i e d  to act as a juror s o l e l y  b e­

cause of the loss of h e a r i n g  or sight in any degree or a d i s a b i l i t y  

that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impairs or interf e r e s  w i t h  the person's mobility.

(c) T h e  court shall p r o v i d e ,  and p a y  the cost of services of, an 

i n t e r p r e t e r  or reader w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to e nable a person w i t h  impaired 

h e a r i n g  or sight to act as a juror.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.06.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.06.040. E N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  P E N A L T Y  [FOR DENYING RIGHTS]. 

E n f o r c e m e n t  of this chapter sha ll b e  b y  the state Human Rights C o m m i s­

sion u n d e r  AS 18.80.010 - 18.80.145. A  p e r s o n  w h o  denies or i n t e r­

feres w i t h  a d m i t t a n c e  to or e n j o y m e n t  of the .pu b l i c  facilities set out
I

in AS 18.06.020 or o t h e rwise i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the rights of a p h y s i c a l­

ly or m e n t a l l y  [TOTALLY O R  P A R T I A L L Y  BLIND O R  OTHERWISE] d i s a bled  

p e r s o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and up on c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by 

a fine of n o t  m o r e  than $1,000, or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not m o r e  than 

60 days, or b y  both. _  _  ...

* Sec. 3. AS 18.80.255 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.80.255. U N L A W F U L  P R A C T I C E S  BY THE STATE OR ITS P O L I T I C A L  

SUBDIVISIONS. It is u n l a w f u l  for the state or any of its p o l i tical  

subdivi sions

-1- CSHB 3 9 3 (Jud)
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(1) to refuse, w i t h h o l d  f r o m  or deny to a p erson any local, 

st a t e  or federal funds, services, goods, facilities, advantages or 

p r i v i l e g e s  b e c a u s e  of race, religion, sex, color or national origin;

(2) to publish, circulate, issue, display, post or mail a

w r i t t e n  or p r i n t e d  communication, n o t i c e  or advert i s e m e n t  w hich states

or i m plies that any local, state or f e d e r a l  funds, services, goods,

fa c i l i t i e s ,  advan tages or p r i v i l e g e s  o f  the o ffice or a gency will be

refused, w i t h h e l d  f r o m  or d e n i e d  to a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  disabled

p e r s o n  or a p e r s o n  of a certain race, religion, sex, color or national

o r i g i n  or that the p a t r ona ge of a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  disabled

p e r s o n  or a p e r s o n  b e l o n g i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  race, creed, sex, color

or n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  is unwelcome, n o t  d e s i r e d  or s o l i c i t e d ; it is not

u n l a w f u l  to post n o t i c e  that f a c i l i t i e s  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the physically  
%

or m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  are n o t  availab le;

(3) to refuse or deny to a p e r s o n  any local, state, or 

f e d e r a l  funds, services, goods, facili t i e s ,  advantages or privileges 

b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  disab i l i t y ;  however, this paragraph m a y  

n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  to require a l t e r a t i o n  or r e m o d e l i n g  of buildings or 

fa c i l i t i e s  owned or o p e r ated b y  the state or its political s u b d i­

vi s i o n s  to any extent not r e q u i r e d  by o t h e r  l a w .

C S H B  3 9 3 (Jud)
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IN THE H O U S E  BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE

CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 393 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

A  B I L L

For an A c t  e n t i tled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the rights of p h y s i c a l l y  and

m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

4

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 9 . 2 0.010 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

(b) A  p e r s o n  is not d i s q u a l i f i e d  to act as a juror solely b e­

cause of the loss of h e a r i n g  or sight in any degree or a disability 

that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impairs or i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the p e r son 's m obility.

(c) The court shall prov ide, and p a y  the cost of services of, an 

i n t e r p r e t e r  or r eader w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to e n abl e a p erson w i t h  impaired 

h e a r i n g  or si ght to act as a juror.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.06.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.06.040. E N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  P E N A L T Y  [FOR D E NYING RIGHTS]. 

E n f o r c e m e n t  of this c h apter shall be by the state Human Rights C o m m i s­

sion u n d e r  A.S 18.80.010 - 18.80.145. A  p e r s o n  who denies or i n t e r­

feres w i t h  a d m i t t a n c e  to or e n j o y m e n t  of the public facilities set out 

in AS 1 8 . 0 6.020 or o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the rights of a p h y s i c a l­

ly or m e n t a l l y  [TOTALLY O R  P A R T I A L L Y  B L I N D  OR OTHERWISE] disabled 

p e rso n is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is punishable by 

a fine of not m o r e  than $1,000, or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not m o r e  than 

60 days, or by both.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.80.255 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.80.255. U N L A W F U L  P R A C T I C E S  BY THE STATE OR ITS P O L I T I C A L  

S U B D I V I S I O N S .  It is u n l a w f u l  for the s tate or any of its political 

s u b d i v i s i o n s

Or i gi nal sponsor: J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

-1- CSHB 3 9 3 (Jud)
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(1) to refuse, w i t h h o l d  f r o m  or deny to a person any local, 

s t a t e  or federal funds, services, goods, facilities, adv ant a g e s  or 

p r i v i l e g e s  b e c a u s e  of race, r eligion, sex, c o l o r  or n a t ional origin;

(2) to publish, circul a t e ,  issue, display, post or mail a

w r i t t e n  or p r i n t e d  commun i c a t i o n ,  n o t i c e  or a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w h i c h  states

or implies that any local, state or f e d e r a l  funds, services, goods,

f a cil ities, advan t a g e s  or p r i v i l e g e s  of the office- or a gency will be

refused, w i t h h e l d  from or d e n i e d  to a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  disa bled
•*

p e r s o n  or a p erson of a c e r t a i n  race, religion, sex, color or n a t ional  

o r i g i n  or that the p a t r o n a g e  of a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  disab l e d  

p e r s o n  or a p e rson b e l o n g i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  race, creed, sex, color 

or n a t i o n a l  o rigin is unwelcome , n o t  d e s i r e d  or s o l i c i t e d ; it is not 

u n l a w f u l  to post n o t i c e  that f a c i l i t i e s  to a ccommodate the p h y s i c a l l y  

o r m e n t a l l y  d i s abled are not available;

(3) to r e fu se or deny j o  a p e r s o n  any, local, stdte, or 

federal funds, s'ervices, goods, facili t i e s ,  advant/ages or pri'il e g e s  

b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  d i s a o i l i t y ;  however,, this p a r a g r a p n  mav 

not be c o n s t r u e d  to r e q u i r e  a l t e r a t i o n  or r e m o d e l i n g  of b u i l d i n g s  cr

fa c i l i t i e s  owned or o p e r a t e d  b y  the state or i t ^ ^ p o l i t i c a l  

s u b d i v i s i o n s ^  7^9

* Sec. 4. AS 13.80.30CT is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  paragraphs to ' read;.

(15) \ "major life a c t i v i t i e s "  m e a n s  functions such as caring 

for one's selfV p e r f o r m i n g  m a n u a l  tasks A  w a l k i n g , seeing, hearing, 

speaking, b reathing, learning, and w o r k i n g ;

(16) " p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y v  means

(A) \ a  p h y s ical or m e n t a l  impaii^nent that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

limits one or more m a j o r  life a c t i v i t i e s ,

(B) a Kiistory of, o r  a mibv-lassifibation as having, a 

me n t a l  or p h y s i c a l  ̂ i m p a i r m e n t  that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  limits one or

CSHB 3 9 3 ( Jud) -2-
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mo r e  m a j ^ r  life activit ies; or

(C) h a v i n g

(i ) a p h y s i c a l  or m & n t a l  i m p a i r m e n t  that does not 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  limit a p e r s o n 's\ m a j o r  life activities but 

that Sj.s t r e a t e d  by the p e r s o n  as C o n s t i t u t i n g  such a limita­

tion ;

(ii) a p h y s i c a l  or m e n i a l  impairmen t that sub­

st a n t i a l l y  limits a p e r s o n ' s  m a j o r  life activi t i e s  only as a
\ \ - 

r e s u l t  qf the a t t i t u d e s  of others t oward the impairment; or

(iii) n o n e  of the i m p a i r m e n t s  d e f ined in this

p a r a g r a p H  but b e i n g  treated b y  others as h a v i n g  such an 

i m p a i r m e n t ;

(D) ^ c o n d i t i o n  that may r e quire thi use of a p r o s t h e­

sis, s p e c i a l  eqiiipment for m o b i l i t y  or service qnimal;

(17) " p h y s i q a l  or m e n t a l  i m p a i r m e n t "  m e a n s

(A) - p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r  or condition, cosmetic 

d i s f i g u r e m e n t ,  or \ a n a t o m i c a l  loss a f f e c t i n g  one or more of the 

f o l l o w i n g  b o d y  s y s t e m s : n e u r o l o g i c a l ,  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l , special

s ense organs, r e s p i r a t o r y  i n c l u d i n g  s p e e c h  organs,\ c a r d i o v a s c u­

lar, r e p r o d u c t i v e ,  d igest ive, g e n i t o - u r i n a r y , hemi<\ and lymp h­

atic, skin, and endocr i n e ;  or

(B) m e n t a l  \or p s y c h o l o g i c a l  disorder, includi ng mental 

r e t a r d a t i o n ,  o r g a n i c  biiain syndrome, e m o t i o n a l  or mental illness, 

and s p e c i f i c  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

•3- CSHB 3 9 3 (Jud)
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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

1 IN THE HOUSE BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 393 (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 ‘ A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the r i g h t s  of p h y s i c a l l y  and

7 m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s . "

8 B E  IT ENACTED B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. A S  0 9 . 2 0 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s ubsect ions to read:

(b) A  p e r s o n  is n o t  d i s q u a l i f i e d  to act as a j u r o r  s o lely b e­

cause of the loss o f  h e a r i n g  or s i g h t  in any d e g r e e  or a disabili ty

12 that s u b s t a n t i a l l y  I m p a i r s  o r  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the p e r son's mobility.

13 (c) T h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e ,  and p a y  the cost of services of, an
*

14 interpreter or r e a d e r  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  a p e r s o n  w i t h  impaired

15 hearing or s i g h t  to act as a juror.

16 * Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 0 6 . 0 4 U  is a m e n d e d  to read:

17 Sec. 1 8 . 0 6 . 0 4 0 .  E N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  P E N A L T Y  [FOR D E N Y I N G  RIGHTS],

10

11

1 8

1 9

20 

21 

22

2 4

2 6

Enforcement o f  this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  b y  the state H um a n  Rights C o m m i s­

sion under A S  1 8 . 8 0 . 0 1 0  - 18.80.1*45. A  p e r s o n  w h o  denies or i n t e r­

feres w i t h  a d m i t t a n c e  to or e n j o y m e n t  of the p u b l i c  facilit ies set out 

in ; S 18.06.020 or o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the rights of a p h y s i c a l­

ly or m e n t a l l y  [ T O T A L L Y  O R  P A R T I A L L Y  B L I N D  O R  OTHERWISE] disabled

23 person is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by

a fine of n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $1,000, or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not m o r e  than

25 60 days, or b y  both.

* Sec. 3. AS 1 8 . 8 0 . 2 5 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 Sec. 18.80. 2 5 5 .  U N L A W F U L  P R A C T I C E S  BY T H E  STA TE O R  ITS P O L I TICAL

28 SUBDIVISIONS. It is u n l a w f u l  for the s t a t e  or a n y  of its political

29 subdivisions

-1- CSHB 3 9 3 (Jud)
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(1) to refuse, w i t h h o l d  f r o m  or deny to a person any local,

state or f e deral  funds, services, goods, facilities, advant a g e s  or

p r i v i l e g e s  b e c a u s e  of race, r e l i gi on, sex, c o l o r  or nati onal origin;

(2) to publi s h ,  c i r c u l a t e ,  issue, display, post or mail a

w r i t t e n  or p r i n t e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  n o t i c e  or a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w h i c h  states

or i m p l i e s  that a n y  local, s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  funds, services, goods,

facili t i e s ,  a d v a n t a g e s  o r  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  the o f f i c e  or a g e n c y  w i l l  be

refused, w i t h h e l d  f r o m  or d e n i e d  to a p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d

p e r s o n  or a p e r s o n  of a c e r t a i n  race, r e l i gion, sex, color or n a t ional

o r i g i n  or that the p a t r o n a g e  of a p h y s i c a l l y  or m en t a l l y  disabled

p e r s o n  or a p e r s o n  b e l o n g i n g  to a p a r t i c u l a r  race, c^eed, sex, color

or n a t i o n a l  o. igin is u n w e l c o m e ,  n o t  d e s i r e d  or solicitedj i t is not

u n l a w f u l  to post n o t i c e  that f a c i l i t i e s  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the ph ysically  
%

or m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  are n o t  avail a b l e ;

(3) to r e f u s e  or d e n y  to a p e r s o n  any local, state, or

federal funds, services, goods, f a c i l i t i e s ,  advan tages or privileges

b e c a u s e  of physic al or m e n t a l  d i s a b i l r'.ty; h owever, this p a r a g r a p h  may  

n ot b e  c o n s t r u e d  to r e q u i r e  a l t e r a t i o n  or r e m o d e l i n g  of b u i l di ngs or 

f a c i l i t i e s  o w n e d  o r  o p e r a t e !  b y  the s t a t e  or its political s u b d i­

vis i o n s  to a n y  e x t e n t  n o t  r e q u i r e d  b y  o t h e r  l a w .

C S H B  3 9 3 ( Jud) -2-
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HB 393

"An net relating to the rights of phys rally and mentally disabled 

persons."

EFFECT OF HB 3 9 3 :

This bill seeks to expand the rights of physically and mentally 

disabled persons in the following areas:

1. It would amend A.S. 09.20.010 to allow persons with visual, hearing 

and mobility impairments to serve as jurors and require courts ..o pay 
for interpreter and /or reader services as needed for such jurors.

2. AS. 18.06 is amended by adding a new section which would require any 
department., office, agency or other organizational unit of state govern­
ment or a political subdivision of the state, including the University 
of Alaska , from which a deaf person seeks access to funds, services, 

goods, facilities, advantages, or privileges, to pay the costs of and 
provide an interpreter for the person.

3. 18.80.255 is amended by expanding the prohibition against dis­

crimination in the provision, notice and advertisment of goods, ser­
vices, funds, facilities end advantages, to include protection for 

physically and mentally disabled'persons.

4. AS 18.80.300 is amended by adding definitions for "major life 

activities" and "physical or mental disability"

RECOMMENDATION:

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passage of 

HB 393.

Recommended by: 

Date:

Approved by: 

Date:

V-/ 3f/f

Joh^hjgiT, C$rfmissi oner
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Dollars)

" r r  .. FY bb FY 6/ FY 83 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING
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200 TRAVEL
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500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
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TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-wrrcr 0

REVENUE

LitNc.r.nL ru.VJ 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

ETHER 

jrOTAL

1
1i ■

0 0 1 0 ! 0 0 0

ITJlC-i iml

p a r t -time none
[temporary required .
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Division: Mental Health and DevelopmentalDisabi H t Hlste: 4-30-85

Approved by Commissioner: 
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RECl'EST FISCAL DETAIL
Biii/oesclution No.:c S H D  1 7 2  Agency e r e c t e d :  Alaska Court System
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200 MISCELLANEOUS i i
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1 Ut I I -  : i j
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A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  

CSHB 172 " R I G H T S  O F  D E A F ,  B L I N D ,  A N D  D I S A B L E D  P E R S O N S

F I S C A L  I M P A C T

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  d e a f ,  b l i n d ,  a n d  d i s a b l e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s e r v e  o n  j u r i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s  

a r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  d e a f  p e r s o n s  w h i l e  o n  j u r y  d u t y .  T h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  i m p a c t  t h e  C o u r t ' s  t r a v e l ,  c o n t r a c t u a l ,  a n d  

l e a s e h o l d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b u d g e t  c a t e g o r i e s .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n s  a r e  

s e l e c t e d  f.or j u r y  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  J t y p i i r a l l y  a v e r a g e s  o n e  a n d  

o n e - h a l f  d a y s  i n  l e n g t h s  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V o c a t i o n a l  

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  h a s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  2 5 0  d e a f  p e r s o n s  w o u l d  b e  

e l i g b l e  f o r  j u r y  d u t y .  B a s e d  o n  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y  1 7  d e a f  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  a 

y e a r .  E a c i  d e a f  j u r o r  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a n  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  a l l  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u r t .  I n t e r p r e t e r  f e e s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  

c o s t  $ 9 , 9 0 0  p e r  y e a r .  D e p e n d i n g  u p o n  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  

i n t e r p r e t e r s  m a y  h a v e  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  c o u r t  l o c a t i o n s  a r o u n d  

t h e  s t a t e .  T h i s  t r a v e l  is  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t  $ 4 , 1 0 0 .

P r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  c o u r t  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s t r o o m s  f o r  

d i s a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e m o d e l i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  

c o u r t s .  T h e  r e m o d e l i n g  w i l l  p r o v i d e  b a r r i e r - f r e e  a c c e s s  

r o u t e s  t o  c o u r t  b u i l d i n g s ,  e x p a n s i o n  o f  j u r y  b o x e s ,  a n d  

e n l a r g e d  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  w h e e l c h a i r s .  

F o r  t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s  w h e r e  r e m o d e l i n g  i s  f e a s i b l e ,  t h e  c o s t  i s  

e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 2 1 2 , 3 0 0 .  I n  a f e w  l o c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  N o m e ,  

m o d i f i c a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e ,  e x c e p t  a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  c o s t .  

M a n y  u r b a n  c o u r t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  e q u i p p e d  t o  h a n d l e  d i s a b l e d  

p e r s o n s .

C o s t  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r s  r e f l e c t  

i n f l a t i o n  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  s i x  p e r c e n t .
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CS HB 172

"An Act relating to the rights of physically and mentally disabled 
persons."

EFFECT OF CS HB 172:

This bill seeks to expand the rights of physically and mentally 
disabled persons in three areas:

1. It would amend A.S. 09.20.010 to allow persons with visual, 
hearing and mobility impairments to serve as jurors and 

require courts to pay for interpreter and/or reader services 
as needed for such jurors.

2. A.S. 18.06 would be amended to expand protection currently 
offered to blind persons using guide dogs to "physically and 
mentally disabled" users of "service animals".

3. Under A.S 18.80, all areas of the Human Rights Law 
would be expanded to provide equal protection to 
"physically and mentally disabled persons" as defined.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passaqe of 
CS HB 172.

Recommended by: -  ,

Date:

Approved by: 

Date:

Mel Henry, Ph.D., M.P.A

! ^ i  Pugh, C$^rni"ssssioner

J O  / J s o r



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

__________________FISCAL N O T E ________________

Revision Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL Department of Health

Bill/Resolution No.: CS HB 172 Agency Affected: and Social Services

Title: "An Act relating to the rightsProgram Category Affected: Division of M e n tal 

of physically & mentally disabled persons Health and Developmental Disabilities 
Sponsor: h f s s  BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:

Requestor:   Community Developmental Disabilities
Oate of Request: 3-22-85___________ _____________________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVET
FY 66 rY too FY 67 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING
rSDTE'RSONAL 5ERVICE3T
200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL !
i*00 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

SOO LAND & STRUCTURES

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS

BOO MISCELLANEOUS i

TOTAL OPERATING 0 (T 0 0 0 u

c a p i“A l "

REVENUE

jfc(«LtvnL TUiVJ
FEDERAL FUNDS

3THER

TOTAL

1

i
'0 U 1 U ! U u 0

---------

"ART-TIME N/A
TEMPORARY P

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Prepare. J Jy: Mel Henry, Ph.D., M.P.A— |—  - — j -  ____ __________ ________________ nr • 'r i t ■ ■ ■
Division: Mental Health & Developmental D i s a b i n t i e s Date: 3-28-85TFTTr

Phone: 465-3370

Approved by Commissioner 
A g e n c y : ________________

Date:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 

Leg. lative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
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PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED
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325 East 3rd, 2nd Floor 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 274-3658
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REGIONAL OFFICE 
127 S. Franklin, Suite 2 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(997; 555-t627

NORTHERN 
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Fairbanks, AK 99701 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M. M i k e  M i l l e r  

C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

RE: H B  3 93

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  d i r e c t i n g  y o u r  s t a f f  to  i n f o r m  m e  a b o u t  t he J u d i c i a r y  

C o m m i t t e e ’s c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l ,  

p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h e s e  c o m m e n t s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d .

, i ; r ‘. r r . f l . ' f j t f ' '

v-tei
■ s M i ’. L

m m
-• ‘ * yt<V # ^  • • u v r W

' 1 *i , i*• * 4 ^ ^  *
J - r Z

•r/-- '. i

■
■ T j # - * !

. y f-  1 .  ’

I c a n n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  so

: i' , ■ ■ • I

I b e l i e v e  i t  is  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  b e c o m e  law. W h i l e  

t h e y  e a c h  h a v e  s o m e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  to r e m e m b e r  t h a t  e a c h  

f u r t h e r s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  o f  w h a t  w e  a l l  p r e s u  .ie i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

c o n c e p t  of c i t i z e n s h i p .

B e i n g  a n  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n  p r e s u m e s  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  j u r y  

d u t y .  D e n y i n g  j u r y  s e r v i c e  t o  d e a f ,  b l i n d ,  a n d  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r e d  p e r s o n s  

f o r e c l o s e s  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  a v e n u e  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p .  It  s t i g m a t i z e s  t h e s e  

d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  a s  s e c o n d  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .

T h e  o n l y  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  b e a r  i s  t h e  c o s t  of i n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  

t h e  d e a f . ( 1 )  T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  h a s  m u c h  e x p e r i e n c a  u s i n g  q u a l i f i e d  

i n t e r p r e t e r s  f o r  d e a f  p a r t i e s  a n d  w i t n e s s e s .  N e w  i n t e r p r e t e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  

t r a i n e d .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  2 0 0  d e a f  a d u l t s  in  A l a s k a ,  t h e  

a c t u a l  n u m b e r  o f  d e a f  j u r o r s  s h o u l d  b e  q u i t e  s m a l l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c o s t  of 

i n t e r p r e t e r s  s h o u l d  b e  in t he a r e a  o f  f e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r .  

T h i s  i s  a s m a l l  s u m  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  h o w  tl.j l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  e n h a n c e  b o t h  t h e  

d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  a n d  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  j u r y  p r o c e s s .

(1) T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m ' s  fiscal n o t e  o f  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p r i m a r i l y  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  c o s t  

o f  m a k i n g  b u i l d i n g s  accessible- t o  t h e  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r e d .  T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  i s  

a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d  to r e n d e r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a c c e s s i b l e  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  l a w .  A S  

3 5 . 1 0 . 0 1 5 ;  A S  4 7 . 8 0 . 0 1 0 ;  17 A A C  5 0 . 1 0 .  T h e r e f o r e  H B  393 s h o u l d  n o t  b e a r  

t h o s e  c o s t .
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S e c t i o n  3 of t h e  b i l l  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n s '  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o v e r  u n l a w f u l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s . "  T h e  - 

J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  d e l e t e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f r o m  C S  HB  1 72 b e c a u s e  of t h e  f i s c a l  

i m p a c t .  It  w o u l d  b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  o r d e r  p r i v a t e ' ' ?

c i t i z e n s  '-c n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  y e t  a l l o w  t h e  s t a t e  

t o  c o n t i n u e  to  d i s c r i m i n a t e .

I c o n s i d e r  i t  i r o n i c  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  s t a t e  w a s  a w a s h  i n  o i l  r e v e n u e *  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  w a s  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n w i l l i n g  to  e x t e n d  t h e s e  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  d i s a b l e d  

p e r s o n s .  N o w  t h a t  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of 

t h e s e  r i g h t s  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d ,  i t  i s  f u n d i n g  w h i c h  is  t h e  s t u m b l i n g  

b l o c k .  I t  w o u l d  b e  u n t h i n k a b l e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to s a y  t h a t  d u e  to  j

,’r; I

d i m i n i s h i n g

p r o h i b i t e d .

r e v e n u e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r a c e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  

A  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  to  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  a r e  a  
m i n o r i t y  d e s e r v i n g  s p e c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b y  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s  

b u t  not, d u e  t o  f u n d i n g ,  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  s h o u l d  b e  l i k e w i s e  u n t h i n k a b l e .

And, i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  f r o m  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  t y p e  of  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  e v e n  m o r e  

c r i t i c a l .

, 1 . . , . • ■ ' : ■■ : / ■ ■

: : ■ . • . j r- ■ ■ ; KM ;
S e c t i o n  2 o f  H B  3 93 i s  a l s o  e s s e n t i a l .  I n t e r p r e t e r s  a r e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of 

a n y  d e a f  p e r s o n ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  t h e  b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  o f  

c i t i z e n s h i p .  T h e  a b s e n c e  of  i n t e r p r e t e r s  p r e v e n t s  d e a f  p e o p l e  f r o m  a c c e s s i n g  

a l l  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c o m e  to e x p e c t  f r o m  o u r  

g o v e r n m e n t s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  a  d e a f  p o p u l a t i o n  of a b o u t  4 0 0  p e o p l e ,  o u r  s t a t e  is 

n o t  j u s t i f i e d  in  f a i l i n g  to  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .

>' - y /
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  m y  c o m m e n t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  

i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  of  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I h o p e  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  p a s s  o u t  H B  

393 i n t a c t .  P l e a s e  fee l  f r e e  to  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  • 

c o m m e n t s .

' ; ' ! •' h :  ; ' : .! V  i ' y f y c ^ ^ i v v'
S i n c e r e l y ,
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