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WAYNE C. GRIEME
6230 Gr ierne Rd.
Salcha, AK 99714

24 Jan 86

Rep. M. Mike Miller
Judiciary Chairman
Pouch 0

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Rep . Miller:

I was one of many who testified before your committee via
the tele-conference network on Jan 21st. i feel it important
to also follow up with written testimony for your committee
to consider, and also forward documents that | have since
received from the CPSC in Seattle.

I am opposed to House Bill 3" because 1 feel it 1is to
restrictive. As 1 stated the 21st., 1 feel that a ban on
firecrackers, small bottle rockets and missiles would be
much more effective a.".a productive. Tnese three eterns cause
the majority of injuries, are the cheapest :1c - se, and

are the source of the greatest number of complaints.
Firecrackers can be purchased for ibout .01 cent each,

bottle rockets on the average are $-5.00 a gross and missiles

can travel up to 40D feet. 1 am also in favor of an age

limit of 13 years old in order to purchase. |1 feel that this
still 1leaves a good selection of aerial and ground displays
for people to choose from, 1 personally enjoy the aerial

displays and would hate to see them eliminated.

I have enclosed a copy of the NEISS data for the year 1984
which shows the informat! n that | discussed on the
tele-conference, it also will allow a comparison with other
products. Also included are news releases form CPSC dealing
with legal and 1illegal fireworks. 1 beleive ti.at the fire
marshall”™ from Anchorage br efly discussed the use of illegal
fireworks (M-8G"s, cherry bombs) and the making of illegal
firewoks. The June 6, 1984, CPSC news release deals with
this. It is items like these, since they are considered



mfireworks, that has given the iegal Class C fireworks a bad

name .
The other area | discussed was the state BLM report. Since
this information was not available yet 1in hard copy Mr.
McGowan gave it to me over the phone and said 1 could use

his name and that he stands behind his data.

The years covered wer®™ 1981 through 1985, 55/ of the fires
responded to were man caused, 15X were natural causes and
L were fTalse alarms. By category:

Debris burning - 22/
Lighting bZ
Structures 7Y
Camping 5/
Ch ildren 4/
Railroad 3/
F:reworks 21
Misc. 2/

This 1information was obtained from Mr. Mike McGowan of the
State Division of Forestry, Fairbanks Office and covers the
Interior part of the state. As far as he was concerned
fireworks are not a problem. They also present programs to
elementary grades K-3, and 1include fireworks in there
briefing because he feels education, not regulation 1is the
key to success.

I also informed you that an ordinance was being introduced
in the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly on January
30th, to allow the 1limited sale of Class C fireworks. This
ordinace allows the sale of all Class C fireworks as
(*“Sently allowed by state law, except firecrackers, small
bottle rockets and missiles inside the borough. We can
presently use fireworks 1inside the borough but not purchase
them.

I feel that because Anchorage has a problem with Ilegal as
well as 1illegal fireworks the rest of the state should not
be penalized and denied the opportunity to purchase and use
Class C fireworks. Just as some people have d need to go
camping and hiking others have a need to use fireworks. Both
can be enjoyable and entertaining to the person 1involved.
The fourteen states that have a total ban on fireworks also



lead the nation in fireworks related injuries. This could be
because of the r.“t.-availibility of the safe and sane Class C
varity, the people, ore way or another will have some
fireworks.

I was torn and raised 1in Cincinnati, Ohio where fireworks
are banned. The most offensive experience | remember was the
shooting off of guns on the 4th of July and New Years eve. |
would hate to see that happen here.

I would urge you not to r-t allow HB 35 out of committee 1in
its present form. I would recommend only firecrackers, small
bottle rockets and missiles be eliminated from the present
state law and 1insert an age limit of 18 years old to
purchase.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

WAYNE C. GRIEME, dba
Budget Fireworks

4 attachments:

News-Miner story.

NEISS Data, 1934

CPSC News Release, June 6, 1984
CPSC News Release June 19, 1985



ALASKA

Fireworks
bill draws

By DAN JOLINU

Ncws-MIncr Bureau

JUNEAU—A bill to restrict sale of
aerial fin works and firecrackers
sputtered incommittee Tuesday after
testimony that the law might prompt
even more mg)urles along with en-
forcement_i)ro lems.

House Bill 35 is sponsored hy Reﬂ.
Pat Pourchot, D-Anchorage, a fresh-
man and former aide to Sen. Bettye
Fahrenkamp, who said he wants ‘to
help enforce restrictions.imposed by
most Alaska municipalities,

The bill 1s not a fireworks ban,
a_ccordmgi to Pourchot, but a prohibi-
tion on sale of the mostdangerous and
objectignable fireworks: The hill
would allow sale of “cone fountains,
_C)rlmdncal fountains, dipped sticks,
illuminating torches and wheels."

It leaves out Roman candles, bottle
rockets, fnocrackers, "groundspin-
ners" and other fireworks now com-
mon_lg sold at roadsides stands just
outside municipalities. o

The City of Fairbanks prohibits
sale, dsc, manufacture and trans-
portab'on of fireworks except through
Special permit, an ordinance enacted
last year after a truck containing fire-
works exploded.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough
prohibits sale but notuse of fireworks.
_ Pourchot said Anchoragie, Ketch-
tkan, Seward, Cordova, Soldotna and
Valdez, plus the Matanuska-Susitna
and Ketchikan boroughs, prohibit
sale and use.

“Every mun|C|paI|_t?/ | have, con-
tacted supForts this bill,” he said,

ButJerald Farley, arepresentative
of Red Devil Fireworks and RtuS
Marketing, which distributes fire-
works in Washington and Alaska, told
the House State” Affairs Committee
Tuesday that the bill would not meet
Pourchot’s goals. _

Re?ularly referring to the hill as a
“total ban," Farley said 99.996 per-
cent of Class C fifeworks arc used
safel;é. , o

“HB 35 would penalize most indi-
viduals pecause of the irresponsibil-
ity of a few,” he said.

limitation
opposition

Farley said the 14states which have
atotal ban on fireworks have the high-
est rates of injury and serious |njuri¥.

He said the popularity of fireworks
despite bans in municipalities Eroves
tha peoRIewnIcontmuetosee them
even'; .ncy’re prohibited. Hesaid the
bill would encourage unsafe, illegal,
and dangerous honiemade fireworko,

Juneal Fire Chief Al Judson, presi-
dent of the Alaska Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation, gave the bill only lukewarm
supBort: e.said the chiefs favora ban
on notlie rockets and firecrackers
but fear other parts of the bill would
be unenforceable. _

He said banning use of fireworks
could prompt people to use them in
forested areas to avoid arrest but
where fire danger is highest.

“We want to reduce the fires but
we’re not convinced this is the answer
as_it's written,” Judson said.

The bill was held over for possible
amendments., .

Pouychot said he’d be willing have
the effective date for tne bill sét later
In the year to allow fireworks retail-
erstoreduce inventories. Hesaid he’d
also take su%ge,snons for other safe
fireworks to De included on the list.

The committee, may also consider
amendments to limit'sales to winter
months, ban sales to Alaskans under
16 years old, limit mail sales or limit
usé to special areas designated by a
municipality.



National Electronic Injury Surveillance System

Vol. 8

Directorate for Epidemiology

Jan.-Dec. 1984

INTRODUCTION

The data presented in the accompanying table have been gathered through the National Electronic Injury
Surveillance System (NEISS). This system comprises a sample of hospitals that are statistically representative
of hospitals with emergency departments in the United States and its territories. The system serves the Consumer
Product Safety Commission primarily in two ways. First, the NEISS provides national estimates of the number
and severity of injuries associated with but not necessarily caused by consumer products and treated in hospital
emergency departments. Second, the system serves as a means of locating injury victims so that further informa
tion crn be gathered concerning the nature and probable cause of the accident.

NEISS has been in continuous operation since 1972. However, a sample redesign and major coding changes
occurred in 1978. See the back page for more detailed definitions of the data presented here. Additional informa-
tion about NEISS may be obtained by writing to the National Injury Information Clearinghouse, Directorate for
Epidemiology, Consumer F jduct Safety Commi'"':"n, Room 625, 5401 Westbard Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20207.

Or phone (301) 492-6424.

SURVEILLANCE

NF'SS collects two levels of injury data—
surveillance and investigations. The surveillance data
are comprised of the following data elements from the
record of each product-related injury treated in hospital
emergency departments:

Date o,- Treatment

Age of Patient

Sex of Patient

Injury Diagnosis/Body Part
Disposition

Two Product Codes

Third Product or Child-Resistant Closure
Involvement

Accident Locale

9. Fire or Motor -,ehicle Involvement
10. Remarks/Comments

NO AN

©

The data are extracted from the emergency depart-
ment records, coded, and transmitted daily to CPSC
through a network of telecommunications terminals
located in the participating hospitals. These data are
then used to generate the type of information presented
in the data tables of this publication. NEISS data in-
dicate that a product was associated with an injury, but
not necessarily that the product caused the injury.

INVESTIGATIONS

The second level of NEISS is comprised of accident
investigations which provide detailed information
derived by contacting the victims and witnesses.
Injuries of special interest, such as cases involving
products that pertain to selected Commission priority
projects, as well as some deaths are assigned for
investigation. Although most investigations conducted
by the Commis'.un are not necessarily statistically
representative of all reported injuries in a particular
product category, they do provide details concerning
the accident sequence and the cause of injury—
information which is not usually available from
surveillance data. In addition, spec | studies are
conducted in w' ch the cases to be inv ‘jtigated are
statistically selected from particular pi 'duct cate-
gories.

Investigations are not I'mited to injuries collected
through the surveillance system. Other sources include
consumer complaints, newspaper accoun s, reports
from a selected group of medical examiners and
coroners, and referrals from governmental agencies
outside the Commission. The Commission has
investigations dating back to 1965 on file at the
Commission’s National Injury Information Clearing-

house.



injuries associatio Unit stifcua consumer rrooucts
TREATCO NI HOSP1 IAL EMERGENCY OEPT5. 12 MONTHS £17)1115 12/31/09
SOLACE ® NATIONAL ELECTRONIC INJURY SUVCIIIAM.I1 SfSICXI
U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY CO:201GSIG:i/DIRCCIC* AU FOP EPIDEMIOLOGY
NATIONAL INJU9Y INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE

REPORT PEPIOO  JAII-0EC IPS*

ESTIMATLO NUMBER ESTIMATED IAJttOCP OF PRODUCT-PELATID INJURIES TER 103.300 POPULATION ESTIMATED
PPODUCT IN THE UNITEO STATES AND TERRITORIES MUCH WERE TREATEO IN HOSPITAL
NUMBER cv OF EMERGENC1 ROttlS TURING THE LAST 12 MCNT."IS MEAN
OF CASES CASES AGE S X 01 5POSITION SEVERITY
descriptions
12 nos 12 tt0s TREATEO  HOS5P. 12 MOS
TO OATE TO OATE ALL AGES 00-09 05-19 15-29 25-69 65* MALE female 1 PEL. 4 00A TO DATE
CHILD NURSERY EQUIP | SUPPLIES
AcL NURSERY EQUIPMENT 69 ,706 .19 1.831 38 3 990.1 10.3 6.5 9.0 1.9 90.9 35.7 35 7 1.s 59
TOTS
ALL TOfS 125,865 .09 2 .369 53 8 373.3 105.9 27.6 10.3 2.9 72.5 36 0 52 5 1.3 39
SPORTS 1 RECREATIONAL EQUIP
BfPQECUE GRILLS. STOVES. EQUIPMENT 13 379 .11 260 57 27.5 5.6 5.7 3.6 .2 7.1 55 .2 73
BASEDML 21 126 .09 7 600 180 0 36.n 377.5 391.1 130.7 1.9 275.0 177 9 3.9 21
basketball 9n0 293 .07 8 189 183 2 3.9 269.3 610.9 77.9 1.1 326.9 186 2 2.0 16
BEACH. PICNIC, CAMPING EQUIPMENT 16 171 .12 273 6 9 19.2 19.2 9.0 9.3 9.9 7.9 6 7 .2 39
BICtCLES 4 ACCESSORIES S56 602 .03 10 933 237 9 232.9 1011.6 293.9 60.6 15.9 337.9 1 226 6 11.3 93
BOWLING 17 653 .15 393 75 1.6 6.5 10.0 9.1 2.3 7.2 79 1 15
DANCING 99 069 .13 899 18 6 7.7 37.6 90.9 10.8 3.9 16.6 2 18 9 .9 19
IXtftCXSE EQUIPMENT 56 927 .10 1 162 2r. 0 29.9 38.1 52. B 15.9 1.9 39.2 2s 7 .3 26
FISHING 69 993 .11 9c9 2. 3 15.2 70.3 22.6 22.2 19.3 99.0 27 5 .3 28
FOOTBALL HO 267 .00 6 582 160 d 3.2 937.1 517.2 26.6 1 327.5 162 1 9.7 22
GOLF 29 716 .13 932 1C 6 6.9 17.7 7.9 10.7 7.5 15.8 10 2 .3 26
GYMIN.5TICS 1 EQUIPMENT 59 007 .16 951 23 1 6.0 108.3 35.2 1.6 21 16.6 4 22 6 .6 19
HOCKEY* ALL KINDS 97 325 .21 765 20 2 .6 92.5 66.7 9.9 - 33.2 20 0 2 22
ICE A ROLLER SKATING 112 210 .10 2 yo1 96 0 10.6 185.8 58.7 20.1 2.0 36.9 96 7 1.2 21
LACROSSE. RUSGY, MI5C. BALL GAMES 92 329 211 1 772 39 5 10.3 133.2 72.1 29.0 -9 55.7 38 9 .6 19
MARTIAL APTS 19 826 .10 167 6 5 .7 10.0 21.3 6.7 hd 13.2 89 1 20
MOreoS, MINIQIKCS. OTHLP SUCH VEH. 192 610 .13 2 296 60 9 15.3 135.8 151.5 26.6 5.3 98.9 59 7 6.3 59
NCMFOMDER GUNS. LB*S AND PELLETS 27 796 .10 9C6 1 9 e.z 53.1 13.5 2.9 .3 19.5 11 1 .6 37
PLAIGroUl. D EQUIPMENT 209 760 .09 3 939 89 6 393.7 900.1 17.1 9.9 3.0 97.9 85 8 3.9 28
SKATEBOARDS 19 3.5 .15 956 6 3 5.0 37.0 11.0 .0 3 13.9 8 1 2 21
SNOi:si:ilING 99 015 .21 739 16 8 1.6 26.7 99.6 19.9 .9 22.8 18 0 -9 19
SOCCER 107 509 .16 2 159 95 9 1.3 190.3 107.9 19.0 2 65.9 95 9 .6 17
SHIMMING. POOLS. EQUIPMENT 119 795 .11 2 093 99 0 63.5 190.6 73.1 21.6 9.7 60.1 96 1 3.0 130
TENNISt BADMINTON. SQUASH 57 973 .19 1 C66 29 6 3.0 16.2 39.9 29.6 3.2 33.6 29 1 .9 18
toboggans. sleds, snou discs, etc. 37 160 .20 552 15 9 12.2 67.1 19.7 3.7 - 20.9 15 2 7 36
TRACK A riELO ACTIVITIES. EQUIPMENT 61 997 .13 1 206 26 5 -9 92.9 60.9 19.5 1.6 33.0 2 26 0 -9 16
TRAMPOLINES 11 es9 .17 207 51 6.0 10.7 6.2 1.7 .2 9.9 50 1 16
VOLLEV BALL 79 790 .10 1 370 39 1 - 97.7 69.3 25.6 1 33.7 33 9 2 19
WATER SKIING, TUDING, SUPPING 29 391 .25 560 12 5 .6 6.5 32.9 11.0 1 21.1 1 9 .6 97
WRESTLING 60 661 .13 1 057 25 9 9.8 55.2 83.6 6.0 .9 97.6 25 9 .5 20
OTHER 56 623 .09 919 29 2 19.9 96.0 53.0 13.5 2.2 31.0 23 2 1.0 39
HOME CCVM N, EilTERTMN.MENf i HOLOY
MISC. HOBBY EQUIPMENT 12 095 11 237 55 9.9 6.7 11.0 3.1 .5 6.9 9 1 53 .2 31
PET SUPPLIES. EQUIPMENT 12 120 .10 223 52 9.2 8.7 5.2 9.9 1.5 5.0 52 99 .3 91
SCUN3 RECORDING 1 REPRODUCING EQUIP 39 700 .00 673 19 8 97.3 16.5 17.6 8.9 12.3 19.9 15 2 19 3 .6 97
TELEVISION SETS 29 962 .10 523 10 7 57.6 13.3 5.8 5.7 9.9 12.6 8 7 10 9 2 36
OTHER * e 10
PERSONAL USE ITEMS
CIGARETTES. LIGHTERS i FUEL 19 109 .10 390 02 92.5 6.9 0.7 9.8 1.7 9.9 71 79 .8 211
CLOTHING. ALL c; 113 .11 1 695 35 9 94.9 55.5 39.0 29.5 28.9 39.6 37 2 39 0 1.9 52
GROOMING DEVICES 22 090 .10 960 99 52.9 U.6 7.5 5.9 2.0 6.9 1 8 9 2 2 85
HOLDERS FOR PtCISONAL ITEMS 13 701 .10 290 59 19.9 10.2 3.9 9.0 6.3 5.2 6 5 51 .1 22
JEWELRY 1 022 .11 682 13 6 56.2 27.0 13.8 5.6 1.9 9.0 17 9 13 9 2 52
PAPER MONEY | COINS 10 971 17 960 Al 79.9 15.0 1.3 1 - 8.6 76 72 -9 108
PENCILS, PENS, OTHER DESK SUPPLIES 96 296 .10 660 19 0 30.0 77 0 16.9 5.7 1.3 24.0 15 7 19 9 3 20
RAZCRS. SHAVERS, RA2CR BLADES 37 059 .09 705 16 2 17.6 10.6 29.5 13.8 2.3 22.2 10 5 16 1 19
SEI3IHG EQUIPMENT 37 958 .09 700 it, 2 30.6 26.0 »A \ 12.3 5.3 10.7 21 3 15 7 .6 2d
OTHER 7 eso .19 162 1% 3.7 9.5 2.7 .9 9.1 26 33 1 51
PACKAGING 1 CONTAINERS, HCUSErt0Oto
CANS, OTHER CONTAINERS 190 091 .09 051 63 6 192.2 e:.9 72.0 50.5 31.9 69.0 50 3 62 0 1.6 33
GLASS LOT TLLS | JARS 101 678 .19 2 072 *3 5 98.9 90. 7 60. 3 23.3 7.7 52.1 35 1 92 1 1.3
PAPEP/CAPOB*D/PLASTIC PRODUCTS 90 109 .10 959 20 6 36.6 26.9 23.1 17.0 13.3 21.1 20 0 co o .6 20
fAPOC:{A?ﬁIRgf\xSEQJWIttNT 69 010 .16 786 27.9 2.6 7.3 32.9 37.9 16.3 59.6 1.7 20. 1 1.3 39
HAND CARDIN TOOLS 37 175 .10 629 15. 9 20.0 25.6 1*0 19.0 12.0 21.7 10.9 15.3 .6 31
HATCHETS A A>EC 22 tb > .13 303 97 4.3 9.2 31 11.0 3.5 17 6 22 9..5 .2 29
IANN AMD GAPOFEI r*or rOw»rlir.,T T - 18 25 = Q 9% in A 7 12.0 T to



HOME UOFKSMCP EQUIPMENT

MDMF

DAT IfPICS. ALL TfPtS

HOISTS. 1ITTS. JACKS. FTC
MISFEILAhE CHIS KIFIFSHOP EQUIP
rou*P limit tools. f>c. s.uis

PH.*FP HOME t*CASMOP SAMS. AIL

U "I0OZNG. SOIOCPITi;. CUTTING TOOLS
wires, covns. 1i.0i specified
MCPKSMOP NANUH TOOLS

OTHER

MAINTENANCE

CIEANG EQUIP. »I1014*CAUSTIr./0ETIP(;
CLEANING AGENTS IEXC. SOAPS 1
DPAIN. OV]*I CtfAHr65, CAUSTICS
MISCELIAMLOUS HOUSENOLO CHEMICALS
PA/UTS, SOLVENTS. LUBRICANTS
OTMFP

GENEPAt HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES

CCOMNG PANGES. OVENS. ETC.

IRONS. CLOTHES SitAHEDS HOT TOT'S-e
MISC. HOVS5EHQLO APPLIANCES
CETPIGEPATCSS. FPEEZFfr5

If*SIICPS | CCtEOS

He ATIKS, CCOLINS. VC TILATIMG EQUIP.

HCUS

HOME

CHIMNCTS. FIOQETL"CES

FANS TE"C. STOVE EVMAUST FANS 1
HEATING 5tOVE5 1 SPACE HEATCPS
PIPES, HEATING I PtUMCING
P/OIATCPS. ALL

OTMEP

EUAPES

COOUHPE, POTS i PtENS
cutlept, knives, uupgwepeo
OPJIMMG GLASSES
MISCELLANEOUS MOUSEUAOES
SCISSORS

SMALL KITCHEN APPLIANCES
TABLEWACE AND ACCESSORIES
OTHCP

7TURN15MXNSS, FIXTURES 1 ACCESS.
BATHTUB 1 SMCWEP STRUCTURES

BEOS. MATTRESSES. PILLOWS

CAPPETS 1 PUGS

CHAIPG. SOrAS i SOFA BEOS

0LS»3, CABINETS. SHELVES PACKS
ELECTPIC Cixr , LAMPS 0 EQUIP
LAODER5. STOOtS

MIR*»DP5 I 1".y-OP GLASS

,:*SC. HOUSrHOLO COVCP5 AND FABPICS
OTH-,r r.1iCc. FUPMITUPE 1 ACCESSOR ICS
SINKS 1 TOILETS

TABLES. ALL TiPES

CTHEP

HOME S5TPUCTLPES 1 CONST*N HAT *LS

CACINETS CP 0COP IUFOUAQE
CEILINGS. WALLS. PANELS 1INSIDE 1
COUNTEF S A CCLFITEP TCP3

FENCES

GLASS 0CCP5. WINDOWS i PAT
HAf_DPAILS. PAILING") A BANISTERS
111SC. CONSTRUCTION MAT* IS

HAILS, CAOPET TAC1S. ETC.
NCN-GLASS DOCB5 * FANELS

OUISIOE ATTACHEO STRUCT. 1 MAT"LS
FCPCHES. OrtN 510E fLOOPS. ETC.
STAIRS. P/lirS, LANDINGS, FLCOPS
UH.WI, D3CP SILLS, FRAMES

OTHER

MISCELLANEOUS ppccucts

A

DOLLIES. CARTS
ELEVATORS. Or**EP LIFTS
FIPEIIORKS 1 Flares
GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUELS
MISCELLANEDUS

OTHLP

SEE PCIICF CM ACTIVE OISSEILINAMOM OT HtISS DAIT*
CM REVERSE.

17,796
IP.DIG
30.316
a.ilé
73,543
19.957
12.505
110.0Ss
71.90*

26 ,*71
39,460

16,07*
:0,97i
11,3:*

*3.016
15.8*1
22.3*5
27,235
21.*29

1*.033
1s.073
30.%60
25.566
10.637
20.396

20i*30
350.0,*5
133.462
*6.725
18,900
37.801
72.352
8.659

100.638
2*9.072
6*.8%5
262.007
1*3.700
*9,65*
119,833
16,756
12,27*
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3*. 188
256.519
19,802

19,*97
103.567
19,019
106.073
205,537
34,959
126.*33
C28.010
203,092
12.007
03.099
1,300.263
36.89*
16,082

27.755
11,065
10.100
20.020
95.119
13.325

.10

.10
.13
.09
212
.15
.09
.13

.08
.12

.08
.60

.16
.11
L1*
.09
.20
.10

30*
20*
*Q *
*33
1,13/
292
191
1.03/
360

321
630
N8
312
300
236

662
37¢C
393
565
351

23*
261
531
*Q*
*q*
306

583
6.1E7
2.511

900

336

673
1.396

171

1,907
5.017
1,127
*.005
2.770
777
2.06C
3rH
Q%%
712
679
s.o0*
362

350
3,870

2.077
3,0sl

7*0
2,175
*_23%
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1.790
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too
20*

50*
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1,816
2*3

-
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Definitions and Qualification
of NEISS Data

Product Related Injuries

The stattsi.es p'esented in fhe ".compmying table are national«?'mates ofproducts
associated with injuries treated *» hosptta: rooms The product mvohement may or may
no: be the cause of the accident The products included m the tabulation are those which
am w-thin the jurisdiction of the Consumer Product Safety Commission

Multiple Product Involvement

The NEtSS cohoctcn procedures allow for reporting ueinvofvemen! of up to two prod-
ucts for each injury Smce the statistics for a particular product arr oased on t'se number
of limes that product is reported through the NEiSS individual product categories in the
accompanyng table should not be adoed up to obtain a total injury measure ns mey may
include some duplication

Estimated Number of Cases

Smce NEtSS is based on a probability sample, the number of cases reported *s pro-
jected m order to represent national estrmates of injuries a»ocia»ed with consumer prod-
ucts t.eated in hospital emergency departments The basic 'actor by wh-cn a case is in-
flated to der.ve national estimates is the inverse of fhe probability of selection of the hospital
which treats tha* case A non response factor is alvo incorporated to adjust for hosp-tah
not repod ng casos fo» any given month

Ccv

1ho CV (coeff'Ciont ol vacation) listed m tr.e third column of the accompanying table
represents the value of Iho standard orror for the estimated numbor of cases divided by
that esnmatod number

The standard error ]5primari|y a measure of sampling variably— that is the vana
lions that occur because observations are m»Je only on a sample not on Iho ontiro pcpjla
tion Tr.e chances are about 68 out of 100 limes mat an estimate f'orr, the sample would
d'ffer from the avorage rosuft of all possible samples of the same by loss than tno
standard orror The chances ore increased to 95 out of 100 limes that an estimate from
tho sample would differ from the avorage result of all possible f,ampins of iho same si/e
by less than t 96 times lho standard error

Number of Cases

Under the column heading. "Numbor of Cases” , the figures are given for me actual
count of products associated with injuries mat am treated in NEISS hospitals Smce hospitals
included m the sample were selected with different probabilities of solochon. the same
number of cases may result in higher or lowor national estim-itu'j depending on which
hosp-tals those cases wore reported from Therefore, the rcado- should use caution in at-
tempting to interpret differences m those raw counts between product categories

Estimate Per 100,000 Population

Based on 12-month estimates figures given hero represent the number of injurios per
100.000 population for various groupings Thoy are obta-.nod bv thi following formula

£sf/mafod number of in/unos
X too JOO

"~ 1983 Est-maied Rosident U 5 F_’opulation

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

Room 342B
Washington, D.C. 20207

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Return mis publication to above address

Population figures are provided b> me U S Bureau of Census Thu Jufy i. t9e?
estimated Census count of me resident pooutation is 233.98t.000 (as of May i9W pubica
lion) Each of the age and se* groupings is derived by dividing me estimated number of
injuues for each ago and se* group by fhe population figures for the same group Because
each group rate *s an individual rale and not a percentago. tho combined sums w.tl not
add up to mo aggregate listed under the heading. ALL AGES

Estimated Mean Severity

Each product reiatod injury seen m me emergency department is assigned a seventy
value ranging from 10to 2.516 based manly on a combination of three factors mnjiy
diagnosis, body part involved, and disposition of the case The esl-mafod mean seventy
is an average seventy value for an est-mated number of injuries

Based on the naturo of the injury and me body pad affocted ail non-fatai injuf-es a*e
classified to a 6-pomt scale with injuries rang rg from minor to most severe This ranmng
is based on modical judgment »nterms of e*pected physical impact.. i well os Mo fhreaf
end potential for permanent impairment This scale value is then increased by one if the
patient is admitted for inpatient hospitoi caro Therefore a seventh point on the scale is
established for those injuries with me most snvoro injury classification which require
hospitali*aton Poisonings are an oiception to *eproceduro A poisoning which is treafed
and reloased is classified as a 2 ' on this scale white a posonmg requiring hosp*ta< .*a
tion is classified as a 6 " Deaths a»eclass fod as 8" on this scale but are grouped wth
Calogory 7 in the weighting procedjr© to be discussed below

A geometric inflation factor is usotl lo reflect differences m degree o* seventy between
tho seven scale catogonos Catogory t. the toast severe category has boon assigned a
value of 10" This value is increased by 20 percent toarrivoat avalue of 12" for Cateogry
2 Thereafter, each succeeding scale category value <sincreased by a geometric propor
lion of the prcced-ng value, i e . <0 pe*cont. 80 percent up to a 640 percent increase for
Category g [0 Artm al a vaue 0j 2.5'6 for Category 7

Because me mean seventy is based on subjochve value judgments fhe read*
should use caution m interpret rig small differences m ihosc measures between product
groups

Policy on Active Dissemination ol NEISS Data

The Commission rocogmjes that estimates based on small samples- if carefully
interpreted— are useful However, the Commission policy isto disseminate only national
ostimatos that m* t all ihree of the following criteria Coefficients of variation that are smaller
than 33 percent, national estimates that are aroater man 1200. and national eshmams that
are basod on a sample couni greater tha® ‘1

For this publication, categories with estimates of loss than to 000 drop from me in-
dividual listing and arc included in Other”

Further Information

"NEISS Data Highlights' is available free of charge To be added to the mailing list
or to obtam additional product related injury data, contact the National Injury information
Clearinghouse. Directorate for Epidemiology. U S Consumer Product Safety Commission
Room 625. 5401 We3lbard Avenue. Washington. DC 20207 Toiephone No (301
492 6424
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FOR RELEASE: (TUNE 6, 1984
Vv /
CPSC WARNS OF -
FIREWORKS DANGERS

Following a recent critical injury to a 14 year old maI;\ES—H‘Tﬁi:
sult of an explosion in his home while he was mixing explosive chemicals
purchased by mail order, the Consumer Product Safety Commission today
issued an alert warning consumers of the dangers of using mail order
chemicals and other dangerous fireworks.

The victim had ordered certain chemicals from a company which sells
them by mail for the purpose of making fireworks 1in addition to other ex—
plosive-type products. While mixing two of the chemicals in a ceramic
mortar (bowl) a violent explosion erupted, and the victim was impaled 1in
the lower abdomen by a 2-inch by 3/4 inch fragment of the ceramic mortar
(bowl) and received burns to his upper body and arms. There was also ex—
tensive damage to the room in which he was working and three other rooms
of the house. While the victim survived, 1in addition to other injuries
which he suffered, he may also have lost partial hearing 1in his right ear.

During 1983, approximatley 8,300 persons were treated in hospital

emergency rooms for fireworks-related injuries. Over half of these 1in-—
juries were burns. Seventy-three percent of the injuries were to people
under 25 years of age and the majority were male. The most frequently

reported body parts involved were eyes, Tface, hands and fingers.

more
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The Commission has had a regulation since 1976 which limits the
maximum powder charge in firecrackers for consumer use to 50 milligrams
(.772 grains, or less than one-eighth teaspoon). The Commission also has
performance and labeling requj ements for the permitted Class C fireworks.
These include requirements that fireworks fuses mustburn for at least
three seconds, but not longer than six seconds, thatthey resist side
ignition (fuse should only 1ignite when hea;. source applied to tip) and be
securely attached. To prevent tipover, fireworks designed to be operated
in a standing upright position must have a base that 1is no less than one-th
the height of the device. All fireworks must be properly sealed to prevent
leakage of powder durinc shipping and handling, and must be constructed 1in
a manner to prevent burnout through the sides or blowout through the bottom
of tne device after ignition.

The Commission is especially concerned about the mail order kits and
components for making fireworks since consumers are capable of making fire—
works devices containing very large amounts of chemicals which can be ex—
tremely powerful and dangerous to the wuser. These kits can be used to
produce fireworks devices whic I are even more dangerous than illegally sold
fireworks such as M-80"s and Silver Salutes which have been banned by the
Commission.

The Commission believes that fireworks devices continue to be
associated with a large number of preventable injuries each year. Even 1if
Class C fireworks meet the government®s minimum standards and labeling
requirements, consumers should still exercise caution when using them and

in supervising their use by children.

The Commission urges consumers to take the following precautions

when using fireworks:

* Parents should supervise the ordering and use of mail-order "make
your own" fireworks kits or canponents. Seme kit contents can
produce dangerous explosive devices.

- more -



Zlake sure there is a manufacturer®s lablel on all fireworks- and
instructions for proper use. |Illegally manufactured fireworks
rarely have either. Report any sales of illegal fireworks to state

or local police departments.

Store fireworks in a dry, atol place and avoid rough handling which
might damage the fuses.

Provide adult supervision for children and do not allow very young
children to handle fireworks.

Light fireworks only outdoors in a clear area away from houses, dry
brush, or anything that might 1ignite. Keep water available.

Light only one fireworks device at a time.

Soak malfunctioning fireworks devices with water to prevent their
possible future use.

Additional information may be obtained by calling the Commission®s Tbll Free

Hotline at 800-638-CPSC. A teletypewriter number for the hearing impaired is

800-638-8270.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION
FIREWORKS NEWS CONFERENCE
JUNE 19, 1985

*1. BACKGROUND

Every year thousands of Americans are treated 1in hospital emergency
rooms throughout the country for injuries caused by fireworks. In 1984
alone, over 9,800 persons suffered fireworks related injuries. Over half
of the injuries were burns and lacerations. Also included are several
amputations along with incidents of both eye and hearing damage. More
than half of these were children under 15 years of age. In addition,
seven persons are known to have died in fireworks related incidents in
1984 .

In 1976, the Consumer Product Safety Commission published regulations
banning the use by consumers of the larger, more dangerous Class "B" ex—
ploding fireworks and establishing safety performance requirements for
the smaller, more :ommon Class "C" fireworks.

1. LEGAL FIREWORKS

Each year the CPSC conducts an investigational efforts (to enforce
regulations) to ensure that manufacturers sell to consumers only those
firewoi ,,s which comply with CPSC regulations.

Fireworks devices such as mortar shells, firecrackers containing
not more than 50 mg. of powder, sparklers, bottle rockets, cone fountains,

roman candles, mines, wheels, helicopters and multiple tube devices,

more
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are commonly known as "Class C" or "Safe and Sane fireworks.™ These
may be sold to consumers according to federal regulations so long as
they comply with the labeling and performance requirements specified
in the regulations.

For example:

(D) Common firecrackers must contain not more than 50 mg of ex—
plosive powder. They must have a safety fuse that burns at least three
»
seconds but not more than six seconds. They must also be labeled with

an appropriate statement of hazard, and instructions for handling,

storage and use. Regulations specify labeling for other types of fire—
works. For example, sparklers must bear the following cautionary infor—
mation: "WARNING: Flammable. Use only under adult supervision. For
outdoor use only. Do not touch glowing wire. Hold in hand with arms
extended away from body. Keep burning end of sparks away from wearing

apparel or other flammable materials."

Although these Class C fireworks must meet federal regulations,
most states have their own laws governing the sale and use of fireworks.
Fourteen states have banned the use of all fireworks devices regardless
of whether they comply with federal regulations and nine states allow
sparklers anc. snakes only.

Before buying and using any fireworks check with 1local police or
fire officials to find out what 1is legal 1in your state.
. ILLEGAL FIREWORKS

In spite of federal laws which have prohibited their sale fcr nearly
twenty years, Class B fireworks are soxd and used 1in virtually every state
in the country. These devices which include Cherry bombs, M 80"s, Silver
salutes, M 100°"s and other Jlarge firecrackers are among the most common
of t! mbanned Class B fireworks and are commonly available to consumers

through bootleg sale at road side stands and other retail establishments.

- more
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They are dangerous and have been known to produce lethal explosions.
Recently there was an explosion at a fireworks factory in Ohio where it
is believed M-100"s and other 1illegal fireworks apparently were being
made . Nine factory workers were killed and the factory was reduced to
a huge crater.

In most cases anyone who is not familiar with the different types
of fireworks devices cannot recognize the difference in illegal fireworks
and legal Class C fireworks.

These tips may be useful in identifying banned fireworks:

(L Do they have the name and address of the manufacturer or importer?
Most banned fireworks do not.

(2 Do they have appropriate instructions for using the devices?
Most banned fireworks do not.

(3 Firecrackers larger than 158" X V may contain more than 50 of powder
and therefore would be banned.

When 1in doubt, check with local fire or police officials or, better
still, 1look for other devices which do have proper labeling and use 1in—
structions .

IVe FIREWORKS MAIL ORDER KITS AND COMPONENTS

Another area of concern is the fireworks mail order business.
Either tnrough regular U.S. postal service mail or parcel deliver services,
consumers may order and receive complete packaged kits or components fronm
which extremely dangerous fireworks devices can be made in the home.

Typically, these kits will include:

(1) An active oxidizer such as potassuim ctderate ;
(2 Sulfur, a fuel witich is inaxpensive;

(3 A metal fuel such as fine aluminum powder to produce a bright flash.

(4) Casings which are filled with the explosive mixture of chemicals and
end plugs.

(5) Fuse for detonating the fireworks device.

(6) "How to" instructions for mixing various combinations of chemicals
contained in the kits and instructions for putting the devices together.



» With kits consumers have at their fingertips the equipment for
making highly explosive, potentially lethal fireworks devices such as
M 80"s, M 100"s, Cherry Bombs and even much Jlarger and more dangerous
devices is possible.

These kits are especially dangerous because the consumer 1is required
to handle and mix large quantities, often one, two, or five pounds of the
explosive chemicals in the home, many times without a clear understanding
of the explosive potential of the mixture. A consumer who 1is mixing the
explosive chemicals from a kit often has at his disposal enough explosive
powder to make about 100 or more M-100 devices.

These chemicals are easily ignited by careless <cigarette smoking,
sparks or friction from mixing the chemicals. Even if the devices
are successfully assembled without 1incident they are still extremely
dangerous. Many of these devices contain enough powder to approximate a
quarter or half stick of dynamite.

The CPSC investigated one incident where a 14 year-old boy was
mixing a small portion of chemicals which he had received in the mail to
make explosives. Triggered by an unidentified source, or perhaps the
mere action of mixing them, the chemicals exploded with a tremendous
fArrce. A chunk ™™f the ceramic bowl in which he was mixing the chemicals
was impaled in his lower abdomen and he was propelled through a nearby
glass door. The explosion completely destroyed the kitchen he was working
ir and three other rooms in the house. Miraculously, the boy lived to
recover with damage to one eye and some hearing loss.

V. SAFETY TIPS

To make your holiday safer, be careful 1in using all fireworks de —
vices. Do not allow younger children to ignite or play with fireworks
under any circumstances. Remember that fireworks are not toys for children
to play with.

more



To help reduce the risk of injury while using fireworks, the

following

safety precaution should be observed:

IfT you permit older children to use fireworks, make sure they do so only
under close adult supervision. Do not allow any running or horseplay,
while fireworks are being used.

Before using any fireworks, read and follow all warning instructions
printed on the label.

Light all fireworks outdoors in a clear area away from houses and flanmable
materials (gasoline cans, etc.).

Keep a bucket of water nearby for emergencies and for dousing fireworks
that don"t go off.

Do not try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks. Soak them “with
water and throw them away.

Be sure other people are out of range before lighting fireworks.

Never ignite fireworks in a container, especially in a glass or metal
container.

Store fireworks in a cool dry place. Check instructions for .special storage
directions.
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VALDEZ FIRE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
January 22, 1986

The Honorable M. Mike Miller

Alctska State Legislature e
House of Representatives

Pouch V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Miller:

I am writing in support of HB 35. The City of Valdez has banned the use
and possession of fireworks within its corporate boundaries for many years
by adopting and enforcing the Uniform Fire Code.

Enforcement in the past three years has become very difficult as several
fireworks stands set up just outside the city limits and sell to whomever
passes by.

In August of 1983 the Valdez city council considered the repeal of the
section pertaining to fireworks at the request of citizens wishing to use
them. The council determined at that time that many more people were
against fireworks, and, due to the serious injuries caused by them let the
ordinance stand.

I highly support any legislation that will ban or severely restrict the use
of fireworks in the State of Alaska. The damage done to the peace of mind
of our citizens, their animals, injuries suffered and the fires that are
started by fireworks are not justified: by the so-called enjoyment of a few.

Sincerely,

Thomas VV McAlister
Fire Chief

P.O. BOX307 . . . VALDEZ, ALASKA99686 . . . TELEPHONE(907)835-4313
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Slip on rocks

SI|B 0n SNOW or ice
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American Academy of Pediatrics

News Release

Contact: Jeff Mol ter
Michele Weber

312/981-7871
312/981-7872 Embargoed for release on:

800/433-9016 June 5, 1985

AAP URGES CAUTION
WHEN USING FIREWORKS

CHICAGO - A 10-year old boy suffered third-degree burns over 25 percent

of his body when he dropped a small firecracker into a can of lantern fluid.

e In 1983, there were more than 8,000 victims
of fireworks-related injuries treated 1in U.S.
emergency rooms, half of those being children
under 15.

A 7-year old girl suffered second-degree burns to her body after playing

with a sparkler that ignited her nightgown.

e Every type of fireworks - even those sold
legafly - has resulted 1in serious 1injury or death.
With summer ccmes July 4th - and with that holiday - fireworks.

A comprehensive look at 1injuries resulting from fireworks shows that not
only do fireworks result in unnecessary injuries or even death, they also

inflict costly hospital bills and property damage.

29/85 -more-

141 Northwest Point Road
P.O. Box 927
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



Researchers reporting in the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) journal
I Pediatrics write that because injuries are notoriously underreported, only
\ aocout 40 percent are treated in emergency roonms. Thus, they estimate that
\ approximately 21,000 total fireworks-related injuries occurred 1in 1983.

The researchers, from the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque and the
University of Tennessee, Memphis, contend that precautionary labeling and
improved quality control has not been an adequate approach to the prevention
of injuries caused by fireworks.

Present fireworks regulations, enacted by the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) in 1976, ban any firecracker containing more than 50 mg.
of explosive material. Aerial devices such as skyrockets and shells may
contain up to 130 mg. of charge. The 1976 provisions ban Class B devices
such as cherry bombs and M-80s; however, Class C allowable devices include
fountains, California candles, Roman candles, missile-type rockets, sparklers
and smoke devices.

| In 1981, the most common type of fireworks causing injuries were
firecrackers and more than 60 percent were Class C allowable devices. A
previous study of 175 fireworks-related injuries in 1973 revealed that 116
\ of those were caused by Class C allowable devices.

The eyes are the body part most often injured, followed by hands and
fingers. According to 1983 CPSC statistics, burns account for the majority
of fireworks-related injuries (59 percent). Firecrackers, bottle rockets

\ and sparklers contribute to the most hospitalizations.

-more-
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in addition, the researchers write that restrictive state laws can
drastically reduce injuries. The rate cf *ireworks-related fires was
nearly 50 times greater in states allowing some Class C fireworks than in
states banning fireworks or allowing only snakes and/or sparklers.

Additionally, the rate of injuries was seven times greater in the states

that allowed Class C devices. (A table of U.S. states"™ fireworks regulations

is attached.)

The economic impact of fireworks-related accidents is also distinctly
negative. In 1980, there was an estimated $250,000 1in property damage in
the state of New Mexico and $60,000 in medical costs for the treatment of
children with fireworks-related injuries. A 1982 survey in California

reported atotal dollar loss for fireworks-related fires at $1,431,000.

TIPS FOR A SAFE FOURTH

Still, when July 4th rolls around, there will be fireworks and children

using them. What can parents do to make fireworks usage safe? The
American Academy of Pediatrics and the CPSC recommend:

e Do not allow your children to play with fireworks. s
They are not toys. The sparkler, considered by
some to be the 1ideal, safe fireworks for children,
burns at a very high temperature and can easily ignite
clothing.

e Before using fireworks, read and follow label warnings.
e Light fireworks outdoors in a clear area away from
houses, people and flammable material. Keep a

bucket of water nearby for emergencies and for
dousing fireworks that do not go off.

-more-



e Do not try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks.
Soak with water and throw away.

e Never 1ignite fireworks 1in a container, especially
a glass or metal one.

The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of 28,000
pediatricians dedicated to the health, safety and well-being of infants,

children and adolescents in North, Central and South America.
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State Fireworks Regulations*

|. States that ban sale and use of all class C fireworks:

Arizona New Jersey
Connecticut New York
Delaware North Carolina
Georgia Ohio
Massachusetts Rhode Island
Minnesota Vermont

New Hampshire West Virginia

Il. States that allow only sparklers and/or snakes:
Colorado (sparklers)
Florida (sparklers)
Illinois (sparklers)
lowa (snakes and sparklers)
Maine (sparkle-")
Maryland (sparklers)
Oregon (snakes and sparklers)
Pennsylvania (sparklers)
Utah (sparklers)
Wisconsin (snakes and sparklers)
IIl. States that allow class C fireworks as specified by

state law:
District of Columbia North Dakota
Idaho Oklahoma
Indiana South Carolina
Kentucky Texas
Michigan Virginia
Montana Wyoming

IV. States that allow class C fireworks as approved by
enforcing authority of the state:

California Nevada
Kansas New Mexico
Nebraska Washington

V. States that allow the sale and use of all class C
(ordinary) fireworks:

Alaska Mississippi
Alabama Missouri
Arkansas South Dakota
Louisiana Tennessee
VI. States having no fireworks laws (except on county
level):
Hawaii

*Data from National Fire Protection Association.



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20207

REMARKS OF TERRENCE SCANLON, CHAIRMAN
U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
AT THE
FIREWORKS PRESS CONFERENCE
SYLVAN THEATRE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

JUNE 19, 1985

July 4th is just over two weeks away and that means fireworks --
LITERALLY, OR IF PEOPLE AREN®"T CAREFUL, IT COULD MEAN SOMETHING FAR
WORSE — SERIOUS INJURY OR PERHAPS EVEN DEATH.

Each year, roughly 55 million pounds of fireworks are shot off in
THIS COUNTRY, 2/3"S OF THESE ARE OF THE FAMILY FIREWORKS VARIETY WHILE
THE OTHER THIRD 1S USED FOR PUBLIC FIREWORKS DISPLAYS, BUT WHAT
CONCERNS ME, AND WHAT 1 HOPE EVERYONE WILL TAKE TO HEART, ARE SOME
OTHER STATISTICS, IN 1984, THERE WERE 7/ DEATHS AND OVER 9800 INJURIES
ASSOCIATED WITH FIREWORKS, OVER HALF THE INJURIES CONSISTED OF BURNS
OR LACERATIONS AND MANY WERE SUFFERED BY CHILDREN UNDER 15, SOME OF
THESE INJURIES WERE QUITE SEVERE, INVOLVING LOSS OF HEARING, LOSS OF
SIGHT OR LOSS OF A LIMB,

In addition to being dangerous, especially for children, many

FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL AS WELL, THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION



BANS ALL THE LARGER, MORE DANGEROUS CLASS B FIREWORKS AND SETS SAFETY
STANDARDS FOR THE SMALLER, MORE COMMON CLASS C FIREWORKS. AND SOME
STATES GO EVEN FURTHER; 14 BAN FIREWORKS ALTOGETHER AND NINE MORE HAVE
LIMITED LEGAL FIREWORKS TO SPARKLERS AND SNAKES. SO BEFORE YOU BUY
ANY FIREWORKS MAKE SURE THEY ARE LEGAL. AND, |IF IN DOUBT, CONTACT
YOUR LOCAL POLICE OR FIRE OFFICIALS. THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO ADVISE
YOU.

By the way, if you are thinking about obtaining fireworks by
MAIL, KEEP IN MIND THAT MAIL ORDER FIREWORKS KITS CONTAINING MATERIAL
THAT COULD RESULT IN THE PRODUCTION OF FIREWORKS WITH MORE THAN 50
MILLIGRAMS OF POWDER ARE ALSO ILLEGAL. USING SUCH A KIT COULD BE VERY
DANGERC"T m60ME OF THESE HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO CONTAIN ENOUGH POWDER TO
CAUSE AN EXPLOSION EQUIVALENT TO THAT PRODUCED BY A QUARTER OR HALF
STICK OF DYNAMITE.

As the 4th of July nears, the CPSC wi11 be stepping up its
SURVEILLANCE OF BOTH RETAIL AND MAIL ORDER FIREWORKS SALES. THOSE
CONVICTED OF FIREWORKS VIOLATIONS COULD FACE a FINE OR EVEN A JAIL
SENTENCE, OUR PURPOSE IS NOT TO PUT a DAMPER on THE 4TH OF JULY.
Quite the contrary. We, at the CPSC, want you and yours to be able to
enjoy this Independence Day -- and the next and the next -- to the
fullest, And the best way for that to happen is for all of us to take
CARE WHEN IT COMES TO FIREWORKS, BE AWARE OF THE RISKS, BE ABLE TO
RECOGNIZE ILLEGAL FIREWORKS WHEN YOU SEE THEM AND KNOW WHAT SAFETY
PRECAUTIONS TO TAKE IF YOU OR YOUR CHILDREN DECIDE TO SHOOT OFF SOME

LEGAL FIREWORKS.



IF YOU WANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FIREWORKS, THE CPSC HAS PUT
out a Product Safety Factsheef (#12), Copies may be obtained bY
WRITING THE CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION, OFFICE OF THE
Secretary, 1111 18th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C, 20207 or by

CALLING OUR TOLL FREE HOTLINE, 800-638-CPSC.



BACKGROUND INFORMATION
FIREWORKS NEWS CONFERENCE
JUNE 19, 1985

l. BACKGROUND

Every year thousands of Americans are treated in hospital emergency
rooms throughout the country for injuries caused by fireworks. In 1984
alone, over 9,800 persons suffered fireworks related injuries. Over half
of the injuries were burns and lacerations. Also included are several
amputations along with incidents of both eye and hearing damage. More
than half of these were children under 15 years of age. In addition,
seven persons are known to have died in fireworks related incidents in
1984 .

In 1976, the Consumer Product Safety Commission puolished regulations
banning the use by consumers of the larger, more dangerous Class "B" ex—
ploding fireworks and establishing safety performancerequirements for
the smaller, more common Class "C" fireworks.

. LEGAL FIREWORKS

Each year the CPSC conducts an investigational efforts (to enforce
regulations) to ensure that manufacturers sell toconsumers onlythose
fireworks which comply with CPSC regulations.

Fireworks devices such as mortar shells, firecrackers containing
not more than 50 mg. of powder, sparklers, bottle rockets, cone fountains,

roman candles, mines, wheels, helicopters and multiple tube devices,

more
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are commonly known as "Class C" or "Safe and Sane fireworks." These
may be sold to consumers according to federal regulations so long as
they comply with the labeling and performance requirements specified
in the regulations.

For example:

€D Common firecrackers must contain not more than 50 mg of ex-—
plosive powder. They must have a safety fuse that burns at least three
seconds but not more than six seconds. They must also be labeled with

an appropriate statement of hazard, and instructions for handling,
storage and use. Regulations specify labeling for other types of fire—
works. For example, sparklers must bear the following cautionary infor—
mation: "WARNING: Flammable. Use only under adult supervision. For
outdoor use only. Do not touch glowing wire. Hold in hand with arms
extended away from body. Keep burning end of sparks away from wearing
apparel or other flammable materials."”

Although these Class C fireworks must meet federal regulations,
most states have their own laws governing the sale and use of fireworks.
Fourteen sto. 2s have banned the use of all firewurks devices regardless
of whether they comply with federal regulations and nine states allow
sparklers and snakes only.

Before buying and using any fireworks check with local police or
fire officials to find out what is legal in your state.
. ILLEGAL FIREWORKS

In spite of federal laws which have prohibited their sale for nearly
twenty years, Class B fireworks are sold and used in virtually every state
in the country. These devices which include Cherry bombs, M 80"s, Silver
salutes, M 100°"s and other large firecrackers are among the most common
of the banned Class B fireworks and are commonly available to consumers
through bootleg sale at road side stands and other retail establishments.

more



They are dangerous and have been known to produce lethal explosions.
Recently there was an explosion at a fireworks factory in Ohio where it
is believed M-100"s and other 1illegal fireworks apparently were being
made . Nine factory workers were killed and the factory was reduced to
a huge crater.

In most cases anyone who 1is not familiar with the different types
of fireworks devices cannot recognize the difference 1in illegal fireworks
and legal Class C fireworks.

These tips may oe useful in identifying banned fireworks:

(1) Do they have the name and address of the manufacturer or inporter?
Most banned fireworks do not.

(@ Do they have appropriate instructions for using the devices?
Most banned fireworks do not.

(3 Firecrackers larger tha:. IV X V may contain n"oie than 50 of pcwder
and therefore would be banned.

When 1in doubt, check with local fire or police officials or, better
still, look for other devices which do have proper labeling and use in—
structions .

IV. FIREWORKS MAIL ORDER KIT? AND COMPONENTS

Another area of concern is the fireworks mail order business.

Either through regular U.S. postal service mail or parcel deliver services,
consumers may order and receive complete packaged kits or components from
which extremely dangerous fireworks devices can be made in the home.

Typically, these kits will 1include:

() An active oxidizer such as potassuim chlorate;

(@ Sulfur, a fuel which is inexpensive;

(3 A netal fuel such as fine aluminum powder to produce a bright flash.

(4 Casings which are filled with the explosive mixture of chemicals and
end plugs.

(5) Fuse for detonating the fireworks device.

(6) "How to"™ instructions for mixing various combinations of chemicals
contained in the kits and instructions for putting the devices together.

- *aore
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With kits cor .-mers have at their fingertips the equipment for
making highly explosive, potentially lethal fireworks devices such as
M 80°%".- M 100"s, Cherry Bombs and even much larger and. more dangerous
devices is possible.

These kits are especially dangerous because the consumer 1is required
to handle and mix large quantities, often one, two, or five pounds of the
explosive chemicals in the home, many times without a clear understanding
of the explosive potential of the mixture. A consumer who 1is mixing the
explosive chemicals from a kit often has at his disposal enough explosive
powder to make about 100 or more M-"100 devices.

These chemicals are easily ignited by careless <cigarette smoking,
sparks or friction from mixing the chemicals. Even i1f the devices
are successfully assembled without incident they are still extremely
dangerous. Many of these devices contain enough powder to approximate a
quarter or half stick of dynamite.

The CPSC investigated one incident where a 14 year-old boy was
mixing a small portion of <hemicals which he had received in the mail to
make explosives. Triggered by an unidentified source, or perhaps the
mere action of mixing them, the chemicals exploded with a tremendous
force. A chunk of the ceramic bowl in which he was mixing the chemicals
was 1impaled in his lower abdomen and he was propel” Z through a nearby
glass door. The explosion completely destroyed the kitchen he was working
in and three other rooms 1in the house. Miraculously, the boy lived to
recover with damage to one eye and some hearing loss.

V. SAFETY TIPS

To make your holiday safer, be careful 1in using all fireworks de —
vices. Do not allow younger children to ignite or play with fireworks
under any circumstances. Remember that fireworks are not toys for children
to play with.

more



To help reduce the risk of injury while using fireworks, the

following saf* precaution should be observed;

if you permit older children to use fireworks, make sure they do so only
under close adult supervision. Do not allow any running or horseplay,
while fireworks are being used.

Before using any fireworks, read and follow all warning instructions
printed on the label.

Light all fireworks outdoors in a clear area a"ay frcm houses and flammable
materials (gasoline cans, etc.).

Keep a bucket of water nearby for emergencies and for dousing fireworks
that don"t go off.

Do not try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks. Soak them with
water and throw them away.

Be sure other people are out of range before lighting fireworks.

Never ignite fireworks in a container, especially in a glass or metal
container.

store fireworks in a cool dry place. Check instructions for special storage
directions.



STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY
Position Paper

House Bill 35 - An act relating to State regulation of fireworks and
providing for an effective date.

The Division of Forestry supports the intent of this bill in that would
help reduce the number of wildland fires caused by fireworks and,
subsequently, reduce the threat to human life, property, and the cost
associated with suppression action for those fires.

The Division of Forestry has consolidated statistics of fires which were
confirmed starts by fireworks. These statistics are derived from the
Division of Forestry, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S.
Forest Service, thus representing the primary wildland fire suppression
agencies of Alaska.

During 1982, 1983, 11984, and 1985, 95 fires were started by fireworks in
the above listed agencies®™ protection areas. They burned over 400 acres
and accumulated suppression costs over $85,800.00. These fires typically
occur in and near urban areas, posing a high risk threat to life and

property.

Annually, over 400 wildland fires are started by human carelessness in
Alaska with suppression costs averaging over S3 million. House Bill 35
supports the fire prevention objectives for reducing human-caused fires and

suppression costs.



2

YEAR NUMBER OF TOTAL HUMAN PERCENT ACRES BURNED ACRES BURNED FIREWORKS FIRES TOTAL FIRE
FIREWKS FIRES CAUSED FIRES FIREWORKS BY FIREWORKS TOTAL SUPPRESSION COST SUPPRESSION COST

Area Protected by Alaska Division of Forestry

1982 13 149 8¢ 5.25 1,295 26,386 2,300,000
1983 19 366 5% 3.15 32,275 5,477 6,400,000
1984 27 436 67 369.0 8,167 31,924 5,800,000
1985 13 278 47 6.6 34,199 12,324 5,500,000

Area Protected by the USDA Forest Service

1982 1 25 47, A1 4 400 DNA
1983 2 26 87 2 37.6 800 DNA
1984 4 20 207 7.2 13 7,600 DNA
1985 6 20 307 4.4 225.5 (A DNA
Area Protected by the USDI - BLM Alaska Fire Servic<

1982 DNA

1983 3 117 2.57 0.0 98,154 942 9,200,000
1984 4 99 47 5.0 115,871 DNA DNA
1985 3 54 5% .3 372,230 DNA DNA

DNA = Data Not Available



JVlaska State AWitslalure

of "pthtenfetifoes Pouch V
101 I State Capitol
House Judiciary Comrrittee e Al 20811

(907) 465-4990

January 17, 1986

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

On Tuesday, Jan. 21st, from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. the House Judiciary
Committee will hold a hearing on CSHB 35, "An Act relating to state
regulation of fireworks; and providing for an effective date.” The
hearing will take place in the House Judiciary Committee room 12h in the
Capitol Building in Juneau. The hearing will be teleconference! state—
wide to all Legislative Information Offices.

Anyone wishing to testify on the bill may simply sign up before or during
the hearing at their local L.1.0.



Alaska State legislature

ANCHORAGE
REPRESENTATIVE
PO BOX 104836
PAT POURCHOT ANCHORAGE . AK 99510
1907) 338-2435
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE JUNEAU
COMMITTEE ON OIL AND GAS POUCH V

STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU. AK 998H
(9071 465-3712

$ouse of Ecprcscntntibes

MEMORANDUM
DATE: January 13, 1985
T0: Representative Mike Miller, -hairman
House Judiciary
FROM: Representative Pat Pourcho

SUBJECT: House Judiciary Hearing on HB 35

I would appreciate the committee extending invitations to the
following individuals to testify before the House Judiciary
Committee hearing on HB 35 scheduled for January 21 at 1:30 p.m.

John Sturgeon

State Forester

Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 7-005

Anchorage, AK 99510

Sam Neal

State Fire Marshall
P.0. Box 6313
Anchorage, AK 99502

John Franklin, Commissioner
Department of Public Safety
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502

Mark Johnson, Director

Division of Emergency Medical Services
Department of Health & Social Services
P.0. Box H

Juneau, AK 99811



I have extended invitations to the following
also wish to testify.

Jason Elson, President

Alaska Firefighters Association
Boxc 2712

Kenai, AK 99611

Chief Ross Fosberg
Anchorage Fire Department
P.0O. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99501

Wayne Grieme
6230 Grieme Road
North Pole, AK 99705

Dorothy Jones, Mayor
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Box B

Palmer, AK 99645

Thomas McAlister

Fire Chief

Valdez Fire Department
P.0O. Box 307

Valdez, AK 99686

Frank Mullen

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assemblyman
P.0O. Box 850

Soldotna, AK 99669

Joyce Murphy, D.V.M.
Virginia Johnson, D.V.M.
Alpine Veterinary Clinic
8050 Old Seward Highway
Anchorage.. AK 99502

Michael Ririe

Operations Manager
Anchorage Animal Control
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502

Darryl Schaefermeyer
Deputy City Manager
City of Seward

P.0. Box 167

Seward, AK 99664

individuals who may



David Squires

Deputy Chief

Seward Volunteer Fire Department
Seward, AK 99664

Leonard Weimer
Bear Creek Fire Department
Seward, AK 99664

Tom and Flarine Spencer
1409 Nunaka Drive
Anchorage, AK 99504

Ethel Christianson
SPCA

3439 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, AK 99507

Chip Dennerlein
Intergovernmental Affairs
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502



March 21, 1986

Honorable M. Mike Miller
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V <MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Representative Millers

We understand that House Bill 35 has been referred back to the
House Rules Committee for possible further amendments. We have also
been told that the sponsor of the bill hopes to offer amendments which
would make the bill more acceptable to firework distributors and other
opponents of the bill with whom he says he has been iIn contact.

We do not know who these firework distributors might be. They are
not the companies which are represented by mes Pyrodyne, Inc. or R & S
Marketing Services, Inc. We are not aware of any retailers or
wx 1”salers of fireworks iIn the State of Alaska with whom we have been
working who have recently told the sponsor of House Bill 35 that there
are amendments which could make te bill more acceptable to them.

However, in the interest of making our position on House bill 35
clear "pyou and to other members of the House, let me clari for ¥ou
the position of my clients relative to the current draft of the bill as
It passed the House Judiciary Committee (CtHB 35(Jud)>.

1) Page 1, line 11a The insertion of the word "manufacture"
could ba troublesome because the word is not defined In the current
statute nor is 1t defined in the current draft of the bill. Our
concern would be that the assembling of firework items for the purpose
of display or the assembling of firework items for retail sales could
be construed as *manufacturingl. By assembling, we mean only putting
pieces together as when a display set piece is constructed out of
various firework items. We would suggest that “‘manufacture’ be clearly
defined so that activites pursuant to a public display or sales of
permitted firework items be clearly excluded from such a prohibition of
manufacturing. We ~*ould offer the following definition for your
cons iderationi

"manufacture'” means to make or produce a Firework item
from its chemical and other components but does not mean to
fabricate, construct or assemble set pieces, mechanical pieces
or other i1tems for use in public displays nor does it mean to
assemble packages or groups of salable firework items or
individual retail firework items for wholesale or retail sales.

2) Section 5 of this current draft bill repeals AS 18.72.050
entirely and reenacts only some but not all of the definitions now
found In this section of the current law. As a result of this repeal
and only partial reenactment, some Ffirework items now legal for retail
sales and purchase, possession and use by the citizens of Alaska would



be mad* i1llegal. It i1s not correct that only firecrackers would become
iiifcgal under this bill if enacted! Helicopters, aerial spinners,
mines, shells and combination items also would be prohibited because
they are not defined and not iIncluded iIn the new definition of ''‘salable
fireworks".

Please refer to the existing statute at AS 18.72.050 <4)u This
subsection contains the definitions of salable items. You will note
that some of these i1tems are no longer included in the list of
"salable fireworks"™ found In CSHB 35, are not defined and would
therefore be covered by the definition of '‘dangerous fireworks'.
Consequently, they would be prohibited from legal purchase, possession
and use by the citizens of Alaska! Each of the following are not
defined 1," CSHB 35 and wouM be prohibited i

AS 18.72.050 <) EC} hel1copter ty|i)e rockets

AS 18.72.050 <> (I)mines and shells

AS 18.72.050 <) <P Tfirecrackers

AS 10.72.050 @ <K)novelties consisting of two or more
devices enumerated In this subsection

IT someone has been representing the current draft of CSHB 35 as
prohibiting only firecrackers, they either do not understand the bill
or they are misrepresenting what the bill does!

When we testified before the House State Affairs, we indicated
that we opposed House Bill 35 as originally drafted because i1t was
unnecessary legislation. Current Alaska law gives all jurisdictions
the authority to enact local ordinances more restrictive that the state
fireworks law. That local authority 1is not removed by House Bill 35
or by CSHB 35!

We still oppose the latest version— CSHB 35~ because 1t
is still unnecessary! There isnothing about CSHB 35 which makes it a
better bill and, therefore, more acceptable to us. Nor is there
anything in CSHB 35 which, in our opinion, makes it go<d legislation
for the citizens of Alaska.

We do believe that there are provisions which could be added to
the current Alaska fireworks law which make the law setter for all of
Alaska** citizens. We made some of those suggestion* in our testimony
before the Committee. They were not included in the subsequent redraft
of the bill and no one has since asked us about them.. The sponsor of
House Bill 35 has not contactedus to request ideas for improvement of
the bill. He are no\aware that retailers iIn Alaska with whom we work
or any other persons have been contacted either.

We testified that House Bill 35 did not solve any perceived
problems. We were not convinced that any real problems had been
correctly identified. We see CSHB 35 as faulty for the same reasons.
We remain convinced that CSHB 35 is faulty, unneeded legislation and
that it should be defeated.

Respectfully, we offer again to work with legislators to improve
the Alaska state fireworks law.



We ask that you oppose CCHB 35 because it iIs more restrictive than
It 1s said to be and because :lt 1s bad legislation which will not solve
any real problems there may be in Alaska.

The press of other business iIn the lower 48 has madeit difficult
for me to get to Juneau this year. Frankly, 1 have hoped to be able to
get to Juneau iIn the near future to work on this bill. Ho ever, It now
appears that a trip in the next two weeks ~s unlikely. 1 i1tope that in
that timespan, the House will finally and decisively defeat CSHB 35
because i1t is unneeded, ba* legislation and, then, move on to the
consideration of subjects of more Immediate importance to Alaska.

IT 1 can be of any help iIn the next fewdays with respect to
improving CSHB 35 or ifl can be of any helpin defeatingthe current
version of the bill, please let me know.

Respectfully,

Jerald E. Farley, representing
Pyrodyne, Inc. and

R & S Marketing Services, Inc.
2540 34th Avenue South

Seattle

Washington 98144

206-723-4477
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House of Representatives

Committee on State Affairs

State Capito!
Juneau, Alaska 99811

ityi uuidi

To: Representative Katie Hurley
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

From: Nevette Bowen
Committee Aide

Date: 3/14/85

Re: Proposed Committee Substitute for House Bill 35

The proposed committee substitute for House Bill 35 "An Act relating tv
state regulation of fireworks"™ contains the following changes:

“The effective date has been changed to July 15, 1985 to enable
retailers to dispose of their inventories before any restriction on
salable fireworks occurs.

“The definition of salable fireworks 1is expanded to include ground
spinners and flitter sparklers®. This was done at the suggestion of r
Jerry Farley, a fireworks wholesaler representative fro;;, Seattle, to
bring the bill into conformity with laws in other states which allow
the full range of "safe and sane fireworks."

“The other amendments were suggested by the Department of Law:

Section 1 (a) was modeled after language from other statutes which
restrict use of controlled substances.

Section 4 brings the bill into conformity with accepted drafting style
for criminal statutes and specifically defines the class of penalties
involved.

A class A misdemeanor will result in a $5000 fine or 1 year in jail,
or both.

A class B misdemeanor will result in a $1000 fine or 90 days in jail,
or both.

The Department of Law has m position on the amount of penalty
imposed. Their suggestion is that the legislation specifically define
the class of penalties involved. Representative Pourchot®s office has
suggested that the penalty upon conviction be a class A misdemeanor.
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Original sponsor: Pourchot

IN THE HOUSE 3Y THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 35 (State Affairs)
IB THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act ancicled: "An Act relacing co state regulation of fireworks;
and providing for an effective date.”
3E IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 18.72.010(a) is amended co read:

(@) The salex" [0If] offer to sell, possession with intent
sellT"or-manufacture o~fdangerous fireworks at wholesale or retail for
a [ANY] purpose ocher chan industrial, agricultural, wildlife control

jtor public display purposes is prohibited.
* Sec. 2. AS 18.72.010(c) 1is amended co read:

(c) All dangerous fireworks shall be purchased from a fireworks
wholesaler licensed as such in this state. A [NO] fireworks whole—
saler may not sell dangerous fireworks co anyone, unless the wholesal—
er [HE] has a currently valid permit required by the fire safety code,
the number of which shall be affixed co each record of sale by the
[FIREWORKS] wholesaler, and maintained as a permanent record e the
sale.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.72.030i. ©I) is amended to read:

of

() A person who desires co sell fireworks at wholesale 1in the

scace shall first make verified application for a license to the state
fire marshal on forms provided by the state fire marshal [HIM]. The
application shall be accompanied by an annual license fee of S50.
* Sec. 4. AS 13.72.040 is amended to read:
Sec.. 18.72.040. PENALTIES "[VIOLATION# A person who recklessly®

[KNOWINGLY AND WILFULLY]/ fails co comply with a provision of this
-1- CSH3 35(SA)



chapter or fireworks regulations adopced in the fire safety code is
guilty of a class A”misdemeanor [AND UPON. CONVICTION 1S PUNISHABLE
A FINE OF NOT MORE* THA1J $500*, OR BY IIffiRISONKENT FOR..NOT MORE THAN S”R
MONTHS™, OR ”BY BOTH]”~ Each day of noncompliance constitutes a separate
offense.
Sec. 5. AS 13.72.050 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 18 72.050. DEFINITIONS. In ehi3 chapter and in fireworks
regulations adopted in the state fire safecy code

(1) "cone fountain" means a cardboard or heavy paper cone
containing; not more than. 50 grams of pyrotechnic composition and that
has the same effect as a cylindrical fountain;

(@) "cylindrical fountain” means a cylindrical tube not
more chan three-fourths of an inch (19 mm) inside diameter, containing
up co 75 grams of pyrocechnic composition, that may be supported on a
base or spike or nay be hand-held and chat, upon ignition, produces a
shower of colored sparks and, sometimes, a whistling effect;

(3) "dangerous fireworks" includes ail fireworks chat are
not defined as salable fireworks;

(< "dipped stick™ means a stick or wire coated with not
more than 100 grams of pyrotechnic composition, or if containing
perchlorate or chlorate salts, not more than five grans of pyrocechnic
composition, and that produces a shower of sparks upon ignition;

(5) "fire safety code" means the fire safecy code of che
state adopced and administered by the division of fire prevention of
the Department of Public Safety;

(6) "fireworks"™ means a composition or device designed to
produce a visible or ar. audible effect by combustion, deflagration or
detonation, and that meets che definition of "common"™ or "special"”

fireworks as sec out 1in the hazardous materials regulations of che



United States Department of Transportation, but does not include

(A) toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns, or other devices
in which paper or plastic caps manufacture, packed, and shipped
in accordance with United States Department of Transportation
regulations; and

(B) model rockets and model rocket motors designed,
sold, and usee" for the purpose of propelling recoverable aero
models;

(7) "~flitter sparkler”"means a narrow, .paper tube filial
with~"pyx6tecfinicr composition that produces color and 3parks ijfrt
ighicfonfT chi*S“tevice does not_have a.fuse.for ignition; the paper
one oncfof~the tube is ignited to make che device function”

(87 "gfourid"~spinner means a small device similar to wh”Sl
in desrgl'f'and'effecTT'aan—pi—aced— on che ground and ignited; a shower ay
sgarks and"color is produced.by the rapidly spinning devicj”®

(9 "illuminating torch”™ means a cylindrical tube contain—
ing not more than 100 grams of pyrocechnic composition, that may be
supported on a base or spike or may be hand-held and chac, upon igni—
tion, produces a colored fire;

(10)  "recklessly™ has che meaning given in AS 11.81.900(a)-
©OF

(11) “salable fireworks" includes only che following United
States Department of Transportation common fireworks:

(A) cone fountains;

(3) cylindrical fountains;
(C) dipped scicks;

75) flitter”’spark! »lrs; *
(EJ- " grouHd®_spinners ; /

() illuminating torches;

-3- CSHB 35 (SA)



(G) wheels;

(12) "wheel™ means a pyrocechr.ic device attached Co
or cree by means of a nail or scring, containing a cocal pyrocechnic
composition of not more chan 60 grans in each driver unit or 240 grams
in each cocplece wheel, and chac, upon ignition, revolves and produces
a shower of color and sparks and, sometimes, a whistling effect.

Sec. 6. AS 18.72.060 is amended co read:

Sec. 18.72.060. APPLICATION oF CHAPTER. This chapter and fire—
works regulations adopced under che fire safecy code supersede che
provisions ofan ordinance adopced by a city or borough, whether
before or after May 23, 1969, chac [WHICHj are less restrictive char,
this chapter or che code. However, nothing in this section affects
che authority of a city ororganisedborough under ocher law co pro—
hibit or regu"ate more rescricciveiv chan this chapter che offering
for sale, exposure for sale, sale, use, or explosion of fireworks.

Sec. 7. AS 18.72.060 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) This chapter dc._ not apply co

(¢)) che sale, and use 1in emergency situations, of pyro—
technic signaling devices and distress signals for marine, aviation,
and highway use:

) che retailsale anduse of explosives or signaling
flares used inthe course of ordinary business or industry;

(3) gold scar producing sparklers that contain nomagnesium
or chlorate;

(4) coy snakes chat contain no mercury:

(5) smoke novelties and party novelties that contain less
chan 0.25 grain of explosive mixture:

(6) snells or cartridges used as ammunition in firearms;

@) blank cartridges wused for a th acrical or other

CSHB 05(SA) 4-
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or

sporting events or by military organizations.

* Sec.
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This Act~cakes effect July _i5,

ceremonial purposes
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«  MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 20, 1985

TO: M. Mike Miller, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Pat
SUBJECT: CSHB 35 (SA) Relating to the Regulation of Fireworks

Attached, please find the State Affairs CS for HB 35, which relates to the
regulation of fireworks, and which has a second referral to Judiciary.

My intention in sponsoring this bill is to give substance to the existing
municipal restrictions on the use and sale of fireworks. While most major
municipalities have complete bans on the sale and use of fireworks, readily
obtained fireworks in nearby areas effectively prevent enforcement. The
measure does not restrict all fireworks sales as do most municipalities, but
it does ban on a statewide basis the most dangerous and most objectionable
ones, firecrackers and skyrockets.

The State Affairs Comnittee held three hearings on the bill, including a
statewide teleconference. It is my belief that the CS addresses the major
substantive concerns raised by the committee and the public. Major
changes to the bill include:

* The effective date has been postponed to December 31, 1985, to
enable retailers to liquidate inventories of fireworks which will be
prohibited with the enactment of HB 35. Many profitable products to
the fireworks retailers (fountains, cones, ground spinners) will
continue to be allowed to be sold under the bill.

* Flitter sparklers and ground spinners have also been included as
salable fireworks. This was done at the urging of th fireworks
industry interests who asked that additional fireworks be added to
the salable list. This conforms the bill to those state laws allowing
the full array of "safe and sane" fireworks.

* At the suggestion of the Department of Law, several amendments were
added to conform to other statutes dealing with restrictions of con-
trolled substances. These include prohibiting the possession with the



intent to sell dangerous fireworks, specifying the clas , of penalties
involved, and using the term "recklessly” rather than "willfully and
knowingly.” These changes conform to standard drafting styles.

I would most appreciate the committee's early consideration of this bill.

Attachment

PJP: RJR:|l
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CS House Bill 35 (State Affairs)

An Act Relating to State Regulation of Fireworks

House Bill 35 does:

- P.*ohibit the sale of certain fireworks, such as firecrackers,
skyrockets, bottle rockets and other aerial exploding devices.

House Bill 35 does not:

- Restrict the permitted public displays of fireworks which have been
approved by the State Fire Marshall;

- Prohibit the sale of cone and cylindrical fountains, dipped sticks,
sparklers, wheels, ground spinners, and flitter wheels;

- prohibit the sale of smoke and party novelties, including toy snakes;
- Prohibit the sale of toy cap pistols, toy canes, or toy guns;
- Prohibit the sale and use of emergency signaling devices; nor

- Prohibit the sale and use of recoverable model rock.ts and their
propellants.



HB 35: JUSTIFICATION

Most municipalities in Alaska prohibit the use and sale of all fireworks.
These municipalities include: the Municipality of Anchorage, the City of
Fairbanks, the Fairbanks North Star Borough, the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, the Ketchikan Gat way Borough and the Cities of Ketchikan,
Seward, Cordova, Soldotna, and Valdez. However, the unorganized areas
of the state do not .estrict use and sale. Without exception, there are
violations in the municipalities due to availability of fireworks just across
their boundaries.

HB 35 is intended to give substance to the restrictions imposed by these
municipalities, by prohibiting on a statewide basis, firecrackers, bottle
rockets, and skyrockets. The bill does not restrict the permitted public
fireworks displays, approved by the State Fire Marshall. It allows for the
sale and use of novelty fireworks, including glow worms and snakes, toy
pistols, and toy cap guns.

The state statutes would not be as restrictive as most of the municipal
prohibitions already on the books which provide for total bans on fire-

works. The sale of sparklers, ground fountains, wheels, spinners and
flitter sparklers (i.e., safe, nonexploding fireworks) would be allowed.

Thirty-six other states have restrictions on fireworks equal to or more
restrictive than that which HB 35 proposes. This bill is modeled after
Kentucky's statutes, the most recent state to revise its fireworks laws.
INJURIES/FIRES
- Fireworks have become a significant public safety problem.
United States
- In 1983, 8,277 injuries resulted from fireworks; 60 percent
injured were children under age 15. (Consumer Product Safety

Commission)

- From 1974 to 1983, 74,000 fireworks related injuries. (Consumer
Product Safety Commission)

Alaska
- From 1980 to 1984, 141 fireworks-caused fires resulted in
$669,400 in damages. [Alaska National Fire Incidence Reporting
System (ANFIRS)I.

- $400,000 fire in Metlakatla—fireworks were the cause (ANFIRS).



- A 339 acre fire near Soldotna cost $90,000 to extinguish
(ANFIRS).

Anchorage

- In 1984, 632 complaints to the Anchorage Police Department
relating to the illegal use of fireworks. (Anchorage Police

Department)

- Twenty-six minor fires on July Fourth in a 24 hour period—
caused by fireworks.

Fireworks retailers are not going to be put of business. The 49 licensed
retailers may continue to sell cones, fountains, sparklers, and novelties,
which are among the primary sources of their income.

There are 49 fireworks retailers, holding 130 permits. Retail permits are
$5.00 each. Of the ten wholesale permit holders, five are from out-
of-state. These permits are $50.00 each.
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MEMORANDUM January 31, 1985
SUBJECT: Sectional analysis of HB 35

TO: Representative Pat Pourchot
FROM: Edward H. Hein

Legislative Counsel

Section 1 inserts the word "purposes" on page 1, line 12,
ror-charity.

Section 2 makes changes to conform to proper drafting style.

Section 3 eliminates the personal pronoun "him"™ on page 1,
line 24, to conform to proper drafting style.

Section 4 changes to mental state required for conviction of
a violation of AS 18.72 to conform with the mental states
recognized under the criminal code, AS 11.

Section 5 replaces some existing definitions of specific
kinds of fireworks with definitions adapted from the
Kentucky Revised Statutes that do not change the technical
requirements in the existing definitions, but do add lan—
guage describing the behavior or effects of the fireworks.
The definition of "fireworks"” at page 2, line 24, is changed
from the existing circular definition to a meaningful gener—
ic definition of fireworks, as adapted from Kentucky law.
The definition of "salable fireworks™ at page 3, line 11, 1is
a substantial change from existing law. Currently, Alaska
law defines as salable fireworks all class C common fire—
works, which includes explosive and aerial devices such as
firecrackers, roman candles and skyrockets, among others.
The new definition of "salable fireworks™ in this bill
limits them to five non-aerial, non-explosive devices, all
of which are individually defined in the section. By so
changing the definition of salable fireworks, the bill woulH
significantly limit the kinds of fireworks that may be
lawfully sold to the general public. In local areas of the



Representative Pat Pourchot

January 31, 1985
Page 2

state even these may have been prohibited from sale to the

public by ordinance.

Section 6 makes a change at page 3, line 27, to conform to

proper drafting style.

Section 7 provides that
AS 18.72 does not apply
are used that otherwise
thereby regulated under

state regulation of fireworks under
to seven situations in which devices
might be considered fireworkr and
the chapter.

Section 8 provides an immediate effective date.

EHH:0jb
JI1/043
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 1985

TO Mike Miller, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Pat Pourchc
SUBJECT: HB 35, Regulation of Fireworks

Mike, as you know 1 have been pushing for the above billl which would
ban the sale of certain dangerous fireworks on a statewide level.

While virtually all municipalities now have ordinances against all fire—
works, there are a few areas of the state where "anything goes.”™ This
situation obviously results in tremendous problems, like in Anchorage
where people simply drive "up the road” and bring illegal fireworks into
town

The last major municipality to allow all fireworks, the Kenai Peninsula
Borough, recently held an election where a fireworks ban advisory vote
was passed by the voters. The Borough Assembly is to act next week
on some type of restriction.

However, in the case of Anchorage and Fairbanks there is still a major
problem stemming from sales in the unincorporated area around
Glennallen and Nenana. Thus, statewide restrictions are still needed.

I want to stress again that HB 35 restricts only certain types of fire—
works, not all fireworks. Only the most dangerous fireworks, fire—
crackers and aerial fireworks (like skyrockets), would be banned. Last
year we heard considerable testimony in the House State Affairs Commit—
tee from municipalities, police and fire officials on the dangerous, costly
"nd nuisance effects of fireworks use.

I would greatly appreciate your attention on this bill and hearings by
the Judiciary Committee early in the upcoming session.

Enclosures
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A Seward boy died at an An-
chorage hospital Friday after
fireworks he and his family were
carrﬁmg_ in a truck exploded and
set the pickup afire.

Wesley Jones, 5, was declared
dead at Providence Hospital at
2:08 p.m. Friday, about 23 hours
after he suffered severe bums in
the accident on Sewa I's Bear
Creek Road.

Alaska State Trooper spokes-

man Paul Edscorn said the boy

was app_arentl?;_injured as he, his
two siblings, his parents and a
family friend rode in a 1979 Ford
Club Cab truck after buying fire-

Edscorn said Wesley, his
4-year-old stepsister, Camille
Castillo, and his 6-year-old
brother, Louis, were riding in die
truck’s back sejit while their
father, 4l-year-old Kenneth
Jones, rode up front with their
mother, Linda Jones, and the
driver, Seward resident Michael
Corcoran.

As the vehicle traveled down
Bear Creek Road, Edscorn said,
the newly-purchased fireworks
ignited.

“They have determined that
there was a fairly large quant ity
of firewalks both'in the front und
rear seats —actually on the iloor

Continued from page B-I

0N r0a

in_éhe front and rear,” Edscorn
said.

While the pyrotechnics ex-
ploded and flames swept through
the truck’s large cab, Corcoran
and the elder Jones jumped from
the truck and pulled the children
from the pickup, Edscorn said.

Both men suffered bums to
their hands and arms in the pro-
cess, Edscorn said, and Jones
was still hospitalized at Provi-
dence late Friday in serious, but
stable, condition.

_Louis Jones and Camille Cas-
tillo — airlifted to Providence
with their father and Wesley
after they were initially treated
at Seward General Hospital —

See Explosion, page B-2

were listed in serious condition

late Friday,
said.

hospital officials
Jnm -

Linda Jones was not injured,

he said.

~ Edscorn said details of the in-
cident remained sketchy Friday,
because there were few wit-
nesses to the fire besides its vic-

tims.

Still unknown, he said, was the
cause of the fireworks’ ignition.

‘They’re all gone,” he said.
At this point, we just don’t

know.’

Bear Creek Volunteer Fire
Department Chief Len Weimar
said his men found the truck
burning after the blaze was re-

ports about 4 p.m.



Ab Anchonige Daily News

Doctors busy
with victims

of fireworks
By ROBERT FURLOW

The Associated Preis

WASHINGTON’ - As tradi-
tional as July Fourth fire-
works, day-aftc reports of
firecracker injuries spread
Friday as doctors who try to
repair the damage sought
greater awareness of dangers
Involved — and perhaps a
national ban.

Dr. Sloane Wilson, a Little
Rock, Ark., opthalmologist,
commenting during a break in
a day of surgery on several
accident victims, said: "When
children lose their eyes it's a
tragedy, and most of them
simply aren’t aware of the
risk.”

Wilson said he doubted a
federal ban would be forth-
coming. But he has begun a
national survey on behalf of
the American Academy of Op-
thalmology, hoping to get a
better idea of just how many
injuries fireworks do cause
and whether there is much
difference between states that
do and don't have laws limit-
ing or banning sales and use.

Estimates by his an ' other
medical groups now , = the
yearly injury toll at b itween
14,000 and 20,000, mny of
them around the t?.'rth of
July.

Dr. Joe Greenshcr, a Long
Island, N.Y., pediatrician who
is head of-an accident preven-
tion committee of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatric:!,
said, "There should be federal
involvement,"” including a
ban on general use of all but
the smallest fireworks.

But he, too, said congres-
sional action was unlikely,
especially "with the present
climate of letting: business do
things voluntarily.”

"It's been a national prob-
lem for quite a number of
years." he said in a telephone
interview. "Here's another
July Fourth gone by, and you
see the reports." he added,
noting in particular a news
account he'd just heard of a 4-
year-old Yonkers, N.Y., boy
who'd lost parts of two fin-
gers when a fir«“racker ex
ploded In his ' and.

Wilson, also speaking by
telephone, said he had just
been working on a 16-ycar-old
boy who almost surely had
lost his sight in one eye after
being Injured in a playful
"fireworks war" in which
teen-agers fire little firecrack-
er rockets at each other.

Such little firecrackers, le-
gal in many states:, can reach
a speed of 50 mph in a few
feet, and erratic construction
makes aim a guesring game,
Wilson said.



/03

A deaf ear

IT’S ALMOST unpatriotic
to be concerned about the
hazards inherent in the use
of fireworks. After all,
they’re part of the nation’s
heritage — Fourth of July
celebrations, state fairs, big
festivals, carnivals and so
on. Anyone who opposes .the
unrestricted use of fireworks
finds himself in an uncom-
fortable position.

Yet the nagging thought
persists that fireworks are
dangerous and, as popula-
tion. increases, it makes
more and more sense to
limit fireworks to exhibitions
staged by professional
handlers.

THAT’S OUR VIE’Vfrom
Anchorage. The viev from
Soldotna, where the Kenai
Peninsula Borough sits, is
quite different. Despite an
overwhelming October advi-
sory vote to the contrary,

the borough assembly ac
cided this week to allow con-
tinued public sale and use of
fireworks.

In that same election,
Kenai voters rejected a
compromise that would have
imposed a seasonal ban on
fireworks — opting, instead,
for the year-round prohibi-
tion.

THE BOROUGH assem-
bly now has proposed an or-
dinance calling for a sea-
sonal ban. It will be voted on
Dec. 17.

The assembly could wind
up doing exactly the opposite
of what the people said in
those advisory votes two
months ago. If nothing else,
that may ensure that the
fireworks issue on the Kenai
Peninsula will remain an ex-
plosive one for some time to
come.



Ireworks
dll Nears

approva

By RONNIE CHAPPELL

Daily News reporter

SOLDOTNA — Despite the
pleas of distraught fireworks
Vendors, the Kenai Peninsula
Borough Assembly Tuesday
took the first step toward
outlawing the sale and use of
firecrackers, bottle rockets
and other black-powder nov-
elties.

Introduction of the ordi-
nance came a month fitter an
advisory vote in which Penin-
sula residents called for strict
controls on the sale and use of
fireworks.

The assembly will take fi-
nal action on the measure
Dec. 3.

"From the advisory vote
it’s clear that voters want
fireworks restrictions, but
what restrictions is not
clear,” said Louie March,
pr ‘'dent of the Alaska Fire-
works Association.

Forty-four percent of those
who participated in the advis-
ory vote endorsed a total ban,
while 38 percent favored sea-
sonal restrictions.

March urged the assid?bly
to restrict sales to a day

See Page 8-3, FIREWORKS
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=" Aban on fireworks

ONE OF THESE days all
local governments in Alaska
will do what most of the cit-
ies already have done, and
that’s ban the private use of
fireworks. Maybe the state
will have to do the job
through a simple bit of legis-
lation that makes the old-
fashioned pyrotechnics ille-

al.

] Fireworks have been a
part of America’s heritage
for a couple hundred years.
But the fact is they’ve be-
come too dangerous to be al-
lowed, outside of profession-
ally staged events. Those
should be enough.

IN A*ICHORAGE, fire-
works have been banned for
many years and their ab-
sence hasn’t been all that
hard to live with. But they’re
still permitted in other areas
close by. The Kenai Penin-
sula is a ready example. It
was there, near Seward, that
a fireworks explosion in a
camper took the life of a lit-
tle girl on the Fourth of July

weekend.

Every vyear, it seems,
someone is badly burned or
disfigured or fatally injured
while playing with fire-
works. They just aren’t
worth the pam and suffering
and grief.

THERE ARE THOSE
who will argue that making
fireworks illegal would be
just one more erosion of the
rights and liberties of indi-
vidual citizens. Maybe it
would be, but sometimes the
greater epublic good must
prevail.

We could still have fire-
works —in all the public dis-
plays and exhibitions any-
body would be willing to pay
for. The job could be handled
by professionals who know
the perils involved.

But for the safety of jther
little girls — and littie boys
and their parenis and friends
— our Independence Day
celebrations can do without
people tossing firecrackers
around.



Firecracker sets van

afire on Rid

A 1975 Chevy suburban
was the only Bethel victim of
fire cracker related incidents

over the Fourth of July
holiday.
Police said the vehicle

caught fire in the post office
parking lot after a 17-year-
old juvenile tossed a fire
cracker bottle rocket into a
puddle near the car. The
puddle apparently had some
sort of flammable liquid in it.

gecrest

and the fire cracker explo-
sion caused it to catch fire.

The car, which belonged
to the juveniles parents,
caught fire as well and of-
ficials estimated damage at
at least $2,500.

The incident, which hap-
pened on Saturday, is still
under investigation but no
charges have been filed,
police said.



STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE PAT POURCHOT
BEFORE THE
HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CONSIDERATION OF HB 35, STATE REGULATION OF FIREWORKS

=T \
Madame Chair, Members of the Committee:

Thank You for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 35.

I like fireworks; 1 always have. I enjoyed shooting them
off to commemorate Independence Day when 1| was a young boy
I particularly enjoy viewing fireworks displays with my
family at Fur Rendezvous and on the Fourth of July. But a
much fun ,,nd as great atradition as shooting fireworks 1is

their misuse has become abig problem.

Municipalities around Alaska have addressed this by prohib
iting the use and sale of aj*l fireworks. The Municipality
of Anchorage, City of Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star
Borough, Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Ketchikan Gateway
Borough and Cities of Ketchikan, Seward, Cordova, Soldotna
and Valdez have all prohibited use ar<d sale of fireworks
within their boundaries. The Kenai FeninsulaBorough is

scheduled to vote on this 1issue within the month.



Statement - HB 35 -2- January 31, 1985
Before H<.se State
Affairs Commillee

During much of June and July, in any of our major cities,
you would never know fireworks were banned with the fre-
quent aerial displays and explosions going on all over town
both day and night. This is largely because any and all
>ypes of fireworks, including firecrackers, are legally
bought and sold outside these municipalities, from adjacent

areas governed only by state fireworks laws.

This bill is necessary to reduce the availability of the
most dangerous and objectionable fir'works and to help
enforce restrictions imposed by most municipalities. The
bill would ban the sale statewide of firecrackers, bottle
rockets, and skyrockets. The bill would continue to permit
the sale of nany safer, nonexploding fireworks, including

sparklers, co les and wheels.

In no way does the bill restrict the permitted public
fireworks displays, approved by the State Fire Marshall.
The bill also allows sale and use of novelty fireworks,
including glow worms and snakes, toy pistols, and toy cap
guns. The state statutes, as amended by this bill, would
not be as restrictive as most of the municipal prohibitions

already on the books.

Thirty-five other states have restrictions on fireworks

equal to or more restrictive than that which | have



Statement - HB 35 -3- January 31, 1985
Before House State
Affairs Committee

proposed. This bill is modeled after one of the most

recent such laws which was enacted in Kentucky.

Fireworks have become a significant public safety and
nuisance problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission
reported that nationwide there were 8,277 injuries in 1983
from fireworks; 60 percent of those persons injured were
children under age 15. Since 1974 there have been 74,000

fireworks related injuries.

In Alaska, since 1980, there have been 141 fireworks-caused
fires, resulting in almost three-quarters of a million
dollars in property damage. In Anchorage alone, last year,
there were over 600 complaints to the Anchorage Police
Department relating to the illegal use of fireworks, and

there were 26 minor fires on July Fourth--caused by fire-

works .
Some persons will suggest that this bill is serving to
restrict personal freedom--they are right, and | agree.

But, sometimes it is essential for government to step in
and restrict activities when public health and safety are

concerned.

Look at alcohol, for example. In response to alcohol abuse

in our communities, government entities have raised the



Statement - HB 35 -4- January 31, 1985
Before House State
Affairs Committee

legal drinking age; limited the business hours of taverns
and liquor stores; and, in some rural communities, prohib-

ited its importation and banned its presence--all efforts

to reduce its availability. The Legislature is now con-
sidering banning a person's "right" to drink alcohol in a
vehicle. I think you will agree that these efforts are

justified and have been effective in helping to reduce

alcohol related problems.

Like alcohol, with growing populations and ixcreased use,
the misuse of fireworks has become a significant public
safety problem and nuisance. Regulation, as proposed in
this bill is reasonable and fair. Fireworks retailers are
not going to be put out of business. The 49 licensed
retailers may continue to sell fountain:-!, sparklers, and
novelties, which | understand, are among the primary

sources of their income.

I have heard one complaint about the bill which | think has
merit. Retailers may have already stocked inventories of
fireworks which would be banned by this bill. If this s
true, | wurn amenable to working with them to address that

specific concern.

Fireworks restilction 1is a concern which has been addressed

by no less than three-quarters of the population of Alaska



Statement - HB 35 January 3i, J985
Before House State
Affairs Cormiillee

- through the municipal prohibitions. Every municipality |

have contacted, supports this bill.

I am available to answer any questions which you, the
committee or our citizens participating via teleconference

may have.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this issue.



Position Paper
House Bill 3" - An act relating to state regulation of fireworks and
providing for an effective date.

The Alaska Fire Chiefs Association supports the concept of this
Bill in its effort to reduce the Alaska fire loss and injury rate.

It is without question that fireworks when mishandled do cause
fires and injuries. But there 1is concern among the State Fire Chiefs as
to whether this Bill will resolve the problem or become another
unenforcible statute on the books. Of major concern also "is denial of
unsafe things better then education of the user?" Qur concern is not
with the responsible user but with the uneducated and the unresponsible.

When we look in depth at available statistics, we find the problen
is with noise late at night and early ir* the morning. Should there be a
curfew?

The injury to the young (under age 16) 1is due to lack of
supervision. Generally possession of fireworks by the young 1is unknown
by responsible adults. Should we prohibit sales to ages under 167?
Injuries to ages 16 and older are due to lack of education.

Fires are caused mostly by the uneducated and the young. Why? The
thoughts of the Fire Service are that anybody can buy, locally or with
little effort, anything they want. ITf what they got was illegal, it
will be used illegally by young people, without parent®s knowledge and
by older persons in defiance of the law.

It is well recognized that there is point and counterpoint to every
issue. The structure of this Bill is of vital concern to the Fire
Service. This Bill has great merit in its concept to protect people and
property but it challenges the people®s right they have had for

centuries, to celebrate with "gusto".



There is no question that bottle rockets, sky rockets, and
firecrackers should not be allowed in the State. Wen5rl-so=t?&Efeve-the
Bir3:-" .o ul4--ha=0af e H ry:wogdi”t'o < st trrAwhrrt:~cannot"be~~soldJl-"-w-it-h-les"S

-een&entJiation-on-wh"atr*eanrbgrsoldt



POSITION PAPER

" USE BILL 35 — An act relating to state regulation of fireworks,
and providing for an effective date.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill and any other
measures that would help reduce Alaska®s fire losses that keep
our state Tirst on the lists of property losses and deaths by
fire m the entire United States. Howe/er, we believe this bill
falls short of what is really needed; that is a total ban on the
sale of ‘'salable™ or so-called 'safe and sane"™ Tfireworks.
Short of that, we will offer an amendment that will tighten up on
the sale of fireworks.

The Alaska-National Fire |Incident Reporting System (ANFIRS)
indicates that, over the last 5 years, 141 fireworks caused fires
occurred, with property losses approaching $700,000. No
casualties were reported. Unfortunately, we do not have a
burn/injury registry program, so we cannot give you data on the
numbers of people who are iInjured by fireworks and seek treatment
at hospital, clinics and doctor®s offices. The Consumer Products
Safety Commission reported 3,277 Tfireworks caused injuries
nationwide i1n 1933. 74,000 were injured over the 1974-1983 10
year period.

California and Oregon vreport that 1.5 percent of their fire
losses are fireworks related. When you consider Alaska®s losses,
please remember our small statistical base. There were 130
retail sales permits and 7 wholesale permits issued In 1983 in
Alaska. We do not know the quantities sold.

So, what 1is the answer? It is apparent that local control to
enforce bans on the use of fireworks has failed. The fallowing
items highlite some of the mare graphic indidents that have
occurred over the last several years (see also copies of news
clippings, attached):

* Wildlands fire caused by fireworks costs $5,000 to
extinguish near Hope.

* 339 acre fire near Soldotria costs $90,000 to extinguish.

*  $400,000 + structure in Metlakatla destroyed by fireworks
caused fire.

* 26 "minor" fires reported in Anchorage during a 24 hour
peri od— cause?— Tireworks.

Anchorage couple awakened when bottle rockets shot
through window, 1igniting bed and living room carpet.

Public education will I suggested to teach the safe use of
fireworks. The Journal of the American Medical Association (June
15, 1984) reports that "public education doesn®"t seem to help
curtail the burns, cuts, and other injuries resulting from



eFireworks accidents.” When Washington changed its laws iIn 1982,

legalising Tire crackers and some aerial devices, ‘'they had a
fr.ir amount oF public awareness,'” with a large fireworks safety
education campaign.. But, during the July 4 holiday after that

change there were 82 iInjuries requiring emergency care— up from
39 a year earlier.

The National Safety Council says Lhat a total ban on all
fireworks— except those used by a professional pyrotechnician
under controlled circumstances— is the best way to minimise
firewor ks-related iInjuries,,

We cannot document any fireworks-related injuries iIn Alaska, but
we have the details on property losses. Is more fire protection
the answer? It seems i1ronic for the state to hend out millions
of capital dollars for fire stations and equipment each vyear,
and, at the same time to permit the sale of Tfireworks. That"s
like taking birth control pills after you"re pregnant.

If legislation cannot be written to effect a total ban on the
sale of '"salable" fireworks, then we suggest this bill be amended
to provides

1 An Increase iIn the amounts of public and property
liability insurance.

2. A prohibition on the retail sale of '"salable"™ fireworks
by mail or telephone.

3, A limitation on the period of sales.

4. Sales to children under 16 years of age be prohibited.

Because the state licenses fTireworks sales, we. can be liable.
Wrongful deaths create lawsuits of $500,000; injuries such as the
loss of eyesight are being settled -for $1,000,000 or more. The
current limits of at least $200,000 and $50,000 are grossly
inadequate.

The ability to purchase 'salable"™ fireworks over the phone or by
"mail order” totally destroys a local community®s ability to ban
sales and use.

A time limitation on the period of salt’s, such as from June 15 to
July 6of a calendar year will decrease the availability of
fireworks, limiting their sales to the traditional holiday
period.

Over 50 percent of the incidents In Alaska are attributable to
"children with™ as the ignition factor. Limiting sales to those
persons over 15 years of age may reduce the number of iIndidents.

-t

Most of the facts are here. The public (silent majurit/) seems
to regard the use of fireworks as, not only adanger, but a
nuisance. Tho Department of Public Safety is charged .nth the
responsibility of developing ways and means of preventing fires.

Give us the tools to do our job, 1if not a total ban, tnen a
strengthening of the law.



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

DEPARTMENT DIVISION BILL NUMBER SPONSOR
Public Safety Fire Prevention HB 35 Representative Pourchot
DEPARTMENT POSITION
Support with amendments.

PREPARED BY OATC COMMISSIONER'S SIGNATURE DATE
Gordon E. Brunton 3 A g 1/23/85
SUMMARY
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL CONSTITUENT GROUP(S) AFFECTED BY BILL
AST/FWP Enforcement Assistance
Local Fire and Police Departments General Public
DNR - Division of Forestry
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL
Unknown Unknown
FISCAL IMPACT: O NONE E2 FiscAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT
Contact was first made by Mr. Ed Hein, Legislative Affair"s attorney who was drafting the
bill at the request of Representative Pat Pourchot. Mr. Hein indicated the illegal us.e of
fireworks in Anchorage was creating nuisances. X

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

Generally restricts the types of "salable"™ fireworks. Eliminates aerial devices and all
firecrackers.

Makes minor editorial changes, i.e., eliminates gender references; uses "U.S. Department
of Transportation” vs "I1.C.C.". 1 , t

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

l. Amend to effect a total ban on the sale of "salable fireworks."

OR
1. Amend to:
A. Increase the amounts of liability 1insurance.
B. Prohibit retail sale by telephone or mail order.
C. Limit sales to the period of June 15 - July 6.
D Prohibit sales to persons under 16 years of age.

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.

01-<r3 (Rov. 12/8))



Fireworks
(rewriting
state law)

Appropriation
(special)
(Willow Creek
road access)

INTRODUCTION 07 BILLS. (cont®d)

HB 34. (cont"d)

The bill also changes population requirements for issuance of a new
beverage dispensary or package store license or for relocation of
that license. Currently a license may not be issued or transferred
to a new location outside an incorporated city, a unified
municipality, or an established village in a radius of five miles
of the licensed premises or location of premises sought to be
licensed if after issuance or transfer there would be more than one
license for each 1,500 population. Rep. Miller"s bill would
prohibit issuance or relocation of the license outside those
boundaries if there would be more than one license for each 3,000
population. The same increase in population limits would apply to
licenses inside an established village, 1incorporated cities or
unified municipalities if after the issuance or relocation, there
would be more than one license for each 3,000 population inside the
boundaries of the village, city or municipality (currently 1,500).

Introduced January 14 and referred to State Affairs, Judiciary,
then Finance.

HOUSE BIAL NO. 35, by Rep. Pourchot. Rewrites state law
regulating the sale of fireworks. Would no longer allow sale

of roman candles, skyrockets, helicopter type rockets, mines

and shells, firecrackers with soft casings, and novelties
consisting of two or more of the listed devices. The section of
law defining the various types of fireworks 1is rewritten to more
specifically describe those devices, and a new section is added to
the law stating that the law does not apply to the sale and use in
emergency situations of pyrotechnic devices and distress signals,
the retail use of explosives, and certain types of novelty items
that do not contain chemicals used in making fireworks. The law
also does not apply to ammunition and blank cartridges.

Violation section is changed stating that a person who knowingly
fails to comply with the law or fireworks regulations 1is guilty of
a misdemeanor (currently a person who knowingly or wilfully fails
to comply 1is guilty of a misdemeanor). Takes effect immediately.

Introduced January 14 and referred to State Affairs, then to
Judiciary.

HOUSE 31ILL NO. 36. by Reps. Larson and Hurley. Makes a

special appropriation in the amount of $2,600,000 for payment

as a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to provide road

access to Willow Creek, and to provide “arking, camping, and

boat launch facilities. Requires appropriation to be disbursed in
accordance with law governing grants to municipalities. Takes
effect immediately.

Introduced January 14 and referred to Jommunity & Regional Affairs,
theD Finance.



POSITION  F*PER/Department d Health &Social Services

POSITION PAPER

CS HB35

For "An Act relating to state regulation of fireworks; and providing
for an effective date."

The Department of Health and Social Se~vices supports the intent of
this bill for two reasons:

1) Fireworks contribute to fire losses, as documented by the
State Fire Marshall;

2) Fireworks cause injuries, often to children, although no one
as yet has documented fireworks injuries in Alaska.

BACKGROUND

According to the Centers for Disease Control of the United States
Public Health Ser™J"we, the State of Washington experienced a
significant increase in burns, eye injuries, lacerations, and other
injuries 1in 1982, after fireworks were made legally available outside
Indian reservations. Based on reports from 14 hospitals 1in nine
counties on July 4, the total number of fireworks injuries increased
Prom 39 in 1981 to 88 in 1982. Burns, which increased from 17 to 46,
accounted fo””’most of the difference, with eye injuries increasing from
10 to 15, and lacerations from 3 to 8.

The Consumer Prrduct Safety Commission estimate* that 11,400 fireworks
related injuries were treated at hospitals in 1981, with 8.8%
subsequently being hospitalized. Approximately 45% of these injuries
involved children under 14 years of age. Approximately 60% of the
injuries were burns, and 25% were contusions, abrasions, and
lacerations. Eye injuries account for some of the most disabling
fireworks-related injuries.

The trend in fireworks-related injuries has been generally upward since
1975, when approximately 4,700 fireworks injuries were treated at
hospitals.

Since 1966, the sale to consumers of large, Class B firecrackers, such
as "cherry-bombs™ and "M-SO"s,"™ has been banned by Federal law because
of the large amount of explosives they contain. In 1976, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission lowered the permissible explosive charge in
firecrackers to no more than 50 mg (0.772 grains) of powder and
mandated performance, construction, and labeling specifications for all
fireworks intended for public sale (collectively designated as Class C
fireworks).

According to the National Fire Protection Association, the rate of
injuries in States allowing many types of fireworks 1is more than seven
times greater than that of states that ban all fireworks or allow only
sparklers or snakes. The rate of fireworks related fires is 52 times
greater.



POSITIQIST RAPER/t)epartment o Health &Social Services

Position Paper CS HB35
Page Two

The National Safety Council also reported 10 fireworks related deaths
in 1980, verses 7 in 1979.

POSITION

The Department of Health and Social Services believes that restricting
the sale of fireworks will result in reduced injuries, especially among
children.

Recommended by
Robert 1. Fraser, M.D.
Director
Division of Public Health

Date:
Approved by: -y
Johrt/R. Pugh, Coranissioner
Department of Health and
Social Services
Date: 3) >N tS



STATE OF ALASKA 1S85 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: FEB 1 198E

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: hb 35 Agency Affected: Department of Law
Title:"An Act relating to state Program Category Affected:

regulation of fireworks™" Administration of Justice
Sponsor: Repr. Pourchot BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: House State Affairs Prosecution
Date of Request: 1/28/85

EXPENDITURES/REVEI
FY 8% FY 86 FY 87 Fy 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING -1
100 Fcr.SdL'AL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400 SUPPLIES

300 EQUIPMENT

500 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS
300 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- RO R 0. -0-

A,

[ Ll

CAPITAL 9

REVENUE

jtNtrtnL rUIN'D -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

-UuL-tiMt -0- O —°n -0- 0. -0-
=ART-TIME |
TEMPORARY 1

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary
This bill amends AS 18.72.010(a) by changing the definition of "salable
fireworks”™ and making some minor changes to the existing statute that regulates

the sale of fireworks. There are currently 7 wholesale dealers and about
130 retail dealers licensed to sell fireworks in the state. During the past
several years there have been about 12 fireworks sales violations by licensed
dealers. By further restricting the types of fireworks that may be sold,
most of those that”go “arjf longer be salable, this bill could result
Prepared By: Richard 1. Pegi~”Director Phone: 465-3672
Division: A ministrative Services ~ Date: 1/30/85

7- .'M u . ivT /z~T
Approved by Commildssioner: Norman £/. Gorsuch Date: 1/30/85
Agency: Department of Law

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 7/1/84



FISCAL NOTE
HB 35
P.je 2

ANALYSIS (Cont"d.)

in some additional misdemeanor prosecutions for violation of fireworks sales
regulations. Based upon past experience, however, it does not appear that
the increase in prosecution will be significant enough to warrant fiscal note
costs. This is the type of bill that, when taken by itself, will not result
in a fiscal impact. However, when taken in conjunction with other similar
measures, Mils of this nature divert prosecution resources from other more
serious offenses because of their cummulative effect.



STATE OF ALASKA

1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST
feill/Resolution No.; CS HB 35
Title: An Act Relating to btate

regulation ot Tireworks...

Revision Date;
FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected:

Program Category
Health

Health & Social Services
Affected: Public

Sponsor:Representative pourcnot BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: State Health Services BRU, Adm. Services,
Date of Request: a/m/tts Lmergency Medical Services
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 60 FY FY 67 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
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JOO CONTRACTUAL
100 SUPPLIES
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SO0 LAND & STRUCTURES
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: REVENUE - -U- -0- -0- -0-
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
Jtldrwd rij."Ww
mEDERAL  FUNDS
)THER
TOTAL -U- - -0- o Ao -0- -0-
rtCMifle  --—---mmemmmeem- ttr 7 -0- -0- -0- -m 0 1m -0-
PART-TIME
[TEMPORARY 1
ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary
Prepared By: Robert 1. Fraser, M.D. Phone: 465-3090
Division: mudiic Heaitn Date: HT-ch 18, 1985"
Approved by Commissioner: Date: 3 IM 1C<S~ 4~
Agency: Health and Social~fervices 1)) / - v

Distribution
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget

itfrifeflliitoiibwim

(by Agency preparing fiscal

note):

m i
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Department of Public Safety
Position Paper

HOUSE BILL 35 - An act relating to state regulation of fireworks, and providing
for an effective date.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill and any other measures that
would help reduce Alaska®s fire losses that keep our state first on the lists
of property losses and deaths by fire in the entire United States.

The Alaska-National Fire Incident Reporting System (ANFIRS) indicates that,
over the last 5 years, 141 fireworks caused fires occurred, with property
losses approaching $700,000. No casualties were reported. Unfortunately, we
do not have a burn/injury registry program, so we cannot give you data on the
numbers of people who are injured by fireworks and seek treatment at hospitals,
clinics and doctor"s offices. The Consumer Products Safety Commission reported
8,277 fireworks caused injuries nationwide 1in 1983. 74,000 were injured over
the 1974-1983 10 year period.

California and Oregon report that 1.5 percent of their fire losses are fire—

works related. When you consider Alaska®"s 1losses, please remember our small
statistical base. There were 130 retail fireworks sales permits and 7
wholesale fireworks permits 1issued in 1983 in Alaska. We do not know the

quantities of fireworks sold.

* Wildlands fire caused by fireworks costs $5,000 to extinguish near
Hope.

* 3B e fire near Soldotna costs $90,000 to extinguish.

* $400,uU0 + structure in Metlakatla destroyed by fireworks caused
fire.

* 26 "minor" fires reported in Anchorage during a 24 hour period
- cause? - fireworks.

* Anchorage couple av/akened when bottle rockets shot through window,

igniting bed and living room carpet.

Public education will be suggested to teach the safe use of fireworks. The
Journal of the American Medical Association (June 15, 1984) reports that
"public education doesn"t seem to help curtail the burns, <cuts and other
injuries resulting from fireworks accidents." When Washington <changed its
laws in 1982, legalizing firecrackers and some aerial devices, "they had a
fair amount of public awareness,” with a Jlarge fireworks safety education
campaign. But, during the July 4 holiday after that change there were 82

injuries requiring emergency care--up from 39 a year earlier.



The National Safety Council says that a total ban on all fireworks- except
those used by a professional pyrot.echnician under controlled circumstances- 1is
the best way to minimize fireworks-related injuries.

We reconanend the following amendments:

1. An increase in the amounts of public and property liability
insurance. ..
2. /A prohibition on- the retail sale of "salable" fireworks by mail or
"telephone.. -

3. A limitation on the period of sales.
4. Sales to children under 16 years-of age be prohibited.
Because the state licenses fireworks -sales, we maybe liable. Suit settlements

for wrongful deaths are resulting in settlements averaging $500,000.:
Settlements for wrongful injuries, such as the Jloss of eyesight, are being
settled for $1,000,000 or more.

The ability to purchase "salable" fireworks over the phone or by "mail order"”
totally destroys a local community®s ability to ban sales and use.

A time limitation on the period of sales, such as from June 15 to July 6 of a
calendar year will decrease the availability of fireworks, limiting their
sales to the traditional holiday period.

Over 50 percent of the fireworks incidents in Alaska are attributable to
"mchildren playing with" as the ignition., .factor. Limiting sales .to those
persons over 15 years of age may reduce the number of incidents.

Most of the facts are here. The public seems to regard the use of fireworks
as, not only a danger, but a nuisance. The Department of Public Safety is
charged with the-responsibility of developing ways..and means, of ._.preventing.,
fires. We urge passage of this bill with these amendments.



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
POSITION PAPER

CSHB 35 (SA) - "An act relating to State regulation of fireworks."
The Department of Public Safety supports passage of this bill.

The bill will prohibit the sale of many of those pyrotechnics devices
that, in addition to creating nuisances, cause Tfires and injuries. The
Department®s position paper on the original bill summarizes these
losses.

While there may be an increase in illegal sales, we predict that there
will be a reduction in the number of fires and injuries caused by
previously so-called "salable" fireworks.



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY

February 7, 1985

House State Affairs Committee
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Committee Members:

Please consider the enclosed position paper as testimony
HB-35, relating to the State regulation of fireworks.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Pouch 7-005
Anchorage, Alaska 99510
PHC <IE: (907) 276 2653

9-2150

in support of
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DEPARTMENT OF NAi- L RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY
Position Paper

House Bill 35 - An act relating to State regulation of fireworks and
providing for an effective date.

The Division of Forestry supports the intent of this bill in that it would
help reduce the number of wildland fires caused by fireworks and,
subsequently, reduce the threat to human life, property, and the cost
associated with suppression action for those fires.

The Division of Forestry has consolidated statistics of fires which were
confirmed starts by fireworks. These statistics are derived from the
Division of Forestry, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S.
Forest Service, thus representing the primary wildland fire suppression
agencies of Alaska.

During 1982, 1983, and 1984, 73 fires were started by fireworks in the
above listed agencies®" protection areas. They burned over 389 acres and
accumulated suppression costs over $73,500.00. These fires typically occur
in and near urban areas, posing a high risk threat to life and property.

Annually, over 400 wildland fires are started by human carelessness in
Alaska with suppression costs averaging over $3 million. House Bill 35
supports the fire prevention objectives for reducing hliman-caused fires and
suppression costs.



VALDEZ FIRE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
January 29, 1985

The Hoafrable Pat Pourchot
House Representatives
Pouch Vv (Mail Stop 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Pourchot:

I am writing in support of HB 35. The City of Valdez has
banned the use and possession of fireworks within its cor—
porate boundaries for many years by adopting and enforcing
the Uniform Fire Code.

Enforcement in the past three years has become very difficult
as several Tfireworks stands set up just outside the city
limits and sell to whomever passes by.

In August of 1983 the Valdez city council considered the
repeal of the section pertaining to fireworks at the request
of citizens wishing to use them. The council determined at
that time that many more people were against fireworks, and,
due to the serious injuries caused by them let the ordinance
stand.

I highly support any legislation that will ban or severely
restrict the use of fireworks in the State of Alaska. The
damage done to the peace of mind of our citizens, their animals,
injuries suffered and the fires that are started by fireworks
are not justified by the so-called enjoyment of a few.

Thomas W. McAlister
Fire Chief

P.O.BOX307 . . . VALDEZ ALASKA99686 . . .  IELEPHONE@o071835-4313



N ational
Safety

Council

National Safety Council Policy
on

USC OF FI REWORKS

POLICY

The National Safety Council oppor.es the use of fireworks by adult;;

and children, except by professional pyrotcchnicians under controlled
conditions.

BASIS

The misuse of fireworks by adults and children continues to cause

several thousand needless injuries and deaths each year, .u.ch accidents
occur in spite of legislation banning the sale of certain types of fire—
works in many staves, as well as recently enacted federal regulations.

Enforcement of these regular ons is exceedingly difficult, or lax, and
us* of fireworks continues to be a common practice.

The National Safety Council supports in principle the public displays

of fireworks under controlled conditions, but advocates more stringent
regulations prohibiting the sale and indiscriw.inate use by adults and
children. It is very evident that present regulations have not "achieved

the predicted reduction in fires and in deaths and injuries to children
and adults from fireworks.

The Notional Safety Council strongly urges appropriate federal and
state agencies to rigidiy enforce existing regulations prohibiting
sales of fireworks nr their ingredients.

And it encourages local and state authorities to more diligently enforce

existing legislation banning the sale and use of fireworks by the general
public.

The National Nab®"ty Council calls, upon all organisations and agencies
concerned with the safety of the American public to intensify their

educational efforts to inform adults and children regarding che hazards
inherent 1in the use of fireworks.
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KEY TO FIREWORKS SPECIAL REPORT (1/16/85)

FDID = Fire Department Identification Number
INCIDENT ID = Incident Number

FIXED PROPERTY USE

I.ts3
213
215
411
422
424
549
573
591
642
648
661
664
809
856
884
899
910
911
315
931
933
936
939
946
il
961
964
965

Tavern

Elementary School

High School

Single Family Dwelling

3-6 Unit Apartment

Over 20 Unit Apartment

Specialty Shop

Motor Vehicle Repair, Paint Shop
General Business Office

Electric Transmission, Distribution
Sanitary Service

Forest

Tree (growing)

Storage Property, Unclassified
Log, Timber, Stored

Heavy Machinery Storage

General 1ltem Storage
Construction Property

Building under Construction
Vacant Property

Open Land, Field

Mailbox

Vacant Log

Outdoor Property, Not Classified
Inland Water Area

Railroad Right of Way

Limited Access Highway

Unpaved Street, Road

Uncovered Parking Area

FORM OF HEAT OF IGNITION

63
60

69

Fireworks

Heat from Explosive, Fireworks; Insufficient

Classify Further

Systenm

Information

Heat from Explosive, Fireworks, Not Classified Above

to



1/16/85

tlu.F

~A'n7TifKiriT

jdi . 13o/St-

yOK vl /fir

/)ax i(CH#\GC~~

ALL
INCIDENT
FDID ID
11100 280127
FDID TOTAL
... 12100__ 600036.
FDID TOTAL
13000 000198
.FDID.TOTAL
13100 090003
FDID TOTAL
13400 000036
13400 000037
13400« 000038
.13400 -.000043
13400 100078
13400 loooao
13400 100090
13500 300002
FDID TOTAL
14000 000068
14000 100060
14000 280112
. 14000 . -400097..
FDID TOTAL
15000 280030
.. 15000 _ 300022..
FDID TOTAL
16000 000003
FDID TOTAL
20000 090072
20000 300001
FDID TOTAL
23100 000633
23100 001501
23100 .1016.17
23100 10191/
23100 102174
23100 102699
23100 103125
23100 200193

ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE

INCIDENTS WITH Fill = 60, 63, OR 69 (FIREWORKS)

INCIDENT
DATE

7/29/82

SPECIAL REPORT

.7/05/84 931

6/11/80

7/07/80

6/18/80
6/19/30
6/21/80
6/29/80-
6/09/81
6/13/81
7/17/81

7/04/83

7/04/80
5/03/81
7/05/82
...7/05/84

7/03/82
7/04/83

6/14/30

7/01/80
6/26/83

2/02/80
5/14/80
5/30/81
6/21/81
7/10/81
8/25/81
10/02/81
1/16/82

FIXED EST.
PROP. DOLLAR
USE LOSS
661 600
600
664
661
931
856
411 3,000
931...
411 100
411 100
501 515,000
-518,200.
411
965
661
411 3,500
- 163 -...300.
3,800
964
411
591 2,000
915
549 2,300
962 20,000
964
951
911
213 10,000
931
809 2,000
684 15,000

FORM
CASUALTY OF
NUMBER  IGN.

63

.63.

63

63

63
63
63
63
63
63
63

63

63
63
63
63

63
63

69

63
63

60
63

.69 .

65
60
63
60.
60

TALLY
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1/16/85 - ANFIRS OMLIMc* MASTERFILE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS WITH FHI = 60, 63, OR 69 CFIREWORKS)

FIXED EST. FORM
INCIDENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY OF
FDID 1D DATE USE LOSS NUMBER  IGN. TALLY
23100 202131 6/21/82 966 100 63
23100 202317 7/03/82 910 100 60
23100 300001 1/01/83 965 63
- 23100__ 301701 5/13/83___ 936 63
23100 302628 7/06/83° 936 63
23100 302796 7/15/83 936 63
23100 303063 7/31/83 965 63
23100 .601618 6/20/86__ .616 63
23100 601959 5/18/86 917 60,000 63
23100 602706 6/30/06 931 63
23100 602770 7/06/86 965 2,700 63
- 23100 602787 7/06/86___ 965 63
23100 602793 7/06/86~ 936 63
23100 602321 7/05/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL 109,900
G7kOu.il'*-" 0 23160 100021 7/05/81 931 63
23160 600030 7/05/86 931 63
23160 600031 7/05/86 931 63
----------------------- 23160 600035 7/07/86___ 931 63
FDID TOTAL
23500 280061 7/06/82 936 60
FDID_TOT, 1L
Vfti tc Z- 26100 300166 12/09/83 611 63
FDID TOTAL
' 26300 600012 5/27/86 661" 63
FDID TOTAL
LtIKFA 25150 600063 3/28/86 — 936 63
25150 600062 6/28/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
25220 __ 600003 7/01/". 931 63
25220 600010 7/01/86~ 931 63
FDID TOTAL
K&IH 26100 181055 6/25/81 931 63
T 26100 181061  7/02/81 936 63
26100 181062 7/06/81 936 63
26100 181063 7/06/81 936 63
26100 300062 6/22/33__931 63
26100 300065 6/25/83° 936 63
26100 300069 7/06/83 931 63
26100 300053 7/10/83 936 63
26100 600051 7/06/86_ 936 63

FDID TOTAL



/16/85 anfirs online hastfrfile PAGE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS WITH FHI = 60, 63, OR 69 (FIREHQ

FIXED EST. EORM
INCIDENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY
FDID ID DATE USE LOSS HUMBER TALLY
-/jr«fxvr/ 26200 100032 7/06/81 931 63
26200 100033 7/6,6/81 931 63
26200 100036 7/06/81 931 63
26200. 100036 ... .7/08/81 931 63.
26200 100038 7/08/81 931 63
2620C 300050 6/06/33 931 63
26200 600063 7/06/86 622 ) 63
26200 .600066.. 7/06/86 931 i ,non 63.
26200 600C69 8/12/86 915 63
FDID TOTAL 1,000
26300. .300027. .6/02/83. .931. 63
26300 600032 5/18/86 931 63
26300 600035 6/02/36 931 63
26300 600036 6/03/86 931 63
.26300. .600061. .6/ 12/ 86. .931 63.
26300 600055 7/16/86 931 63
26300 600066 8/16/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
26JJF 600005 6/16/86 666 63
26310 600007 6/21/86 666 63
26310 60000a 6/30/86 666 63
FDID.TOTAL
26320 280011 7/05/82 899 10,000 63
26320 300020 6/20/83 661 63
26320... 300022 . .6/25/83 .661 63
26320 600012 5/27/86 661 60
26320 600013 6/03/86 661 69
FDID TOTAL 10,000
26600 600017 6/02/86 611 63
26600 600021 7/03/86 931 63
26600 600022 7/03/86 939 63
.FDID.TOTAL..
26601 181010 6/20/81 936 63
2660.1 600016 6/21/86 661 63
FDID TOTAL
c /VK'S 26610 600003 6/13/36 931 63
FDID TOTAL
26500 079050 6/08/80 931 63
26500 180061 6/22/81 931 63
26500 180066 6/23/81 931 63
.26500 . 300087 . 9/11/83. 931 63
26500 600071 5/27/86 931 63
A Hey
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1/16/85 ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS HITII Fill = 60, 63, OR 69 CFIREUORKS)

FIXED EST. FORM
INCIBENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY OF
FDID DATE USE LOSS NUMBER  IGN. TALLY
26500 600088 6/26/86 931 63
26500 600096 7/06/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
sl 0o I'// 26600 600006 7/06/86 969 63
FDID TOTAL
28100 ... 000082 67/227an 931 63
28100 000087 6/28/80 931 63
28100 100080 6/23/81 931 63
28100 100081 6/25/81 573 63
28100. 100083. .7/01/81 931 63
28100  100U33 7/06/31 965 63
28100 100090 7/06/81 931 63
28100 * 200002 1/05/82 626 63
FDID.TOTAL
29100 100002 7/06/81 931 63
29100 100003 7/06/81 931 63
. 29100 .100005 . 7/ns/ai 931 63
29100 100006 7/06/81 931 63
FDID TOTAL
Fihtlil/IVKS .31100 ...000183 6/03/80  .611. . . i KP5nn 63
31100 000667 11/06/80 622 63
31100 200632 6/22/82 668 69
31100 200661 9/26/82 215 300 69
31100 ...600587 .7/11/86 933 e 300 . 63
FDID TOTAL 18,830
Lce/s/ 31300 600281 7/05/86 965 63
FDID TOTAL
J-r. I./JUFivru O /tr 100606 6/17/81 931 69
31600 100598 6/10/81 931 69
................. FDID. TOTAL
31500 100067 6/11/81 626 63
31500 280051 5/21/82 215 100 63
31500 ...280053 5/26/82 215 600 63
FDID TOTAL 700
/Lc/2IH  57/1/2- 31600 300096 6/26/83 931 1,500 63
31600 600068 5/16/86. 931 63
31600 600123 7/18/36 936 63
FDID TOTAL 1,500
C/1t AJN 32500 280038 6/30/82 939 . .650 6.3
FDID TOTAL 650
/->

VAR

PAGE
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161

FDID

fJi A,W/IVF 36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
.36210
36210
36210

FDID TOTAL

rnrvn 7~ ey- 363PS

(/iti=r) FDIE TOTAL

38100
38100
FDID TOTAL

ALL

INCIDENT

ID

080052
100011
100012
10001.3
100016
100015
280016
280017
300027
600010

300031

000003.

nnnnn

..FINAL. TOTALS.

RECORDS TOTALED

ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE
INCIDENTS HITII

INCIDENT

DATE

7/02/80
6/17/81
6/21/81
6/23/81
7/06/81
7/06/81
6/06/82
6/26/32
6/26/83
5/25/86

6//5/S3

.6/06/20.

6/16/S0

SPECIAL REPORT

FIXED
PROP.
USE

951
931
931
931
931
931
931
-931
961
931

662

.936.
936

FHI

EST.
DOLLAR
LOSS

.669,680.

CASUALTY
NUMBER

60, 63, OR 69 (FIREWORKS)

EORM

63
63
63
63.
63
63
63
63.
63
63

63

.63.
63

TALLY

10

.161
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§ 18.70.160 Health and Safety § 18.70.300

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Thissection representsan erroneous
belief that cities arc not liable in tort
for negligence connected with fire-fighting
activities. City of Fairbanks v. Schaible,
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 97 (File Nos. 112, 113).
375 P.2d 201 (1962).

As a city which maintains a fire
department may be held liable for
injuries resulting from negligence con-

Collateral references. — Fire depart-
ments as pertaining to the governmental
or to the proprietary branch of munic-

nected with the department's firefighting
activities. City of Fairbanks v. Schaible,
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 97 (File Nos. 112, 113).
375 P.2d 201 (1962). See contra: City of
Fairbanks v. Gilbertson, 16 Alaska 590
(1957), afi’d. 262 F.2d 734 (9th Cir. 1959).
where § 56-2-2 ACLA 1949 (now AS
09.65.070) was ignored by both the district
court and the Court of Appeals.

ipality. 9 ALR 143; 33 ALR 688;84 ALR
514.

Sec. 18.70.160. Agreement not to affect insurance rates or lia-
bility. An agreement made under AS 18.70.150 and 18.70.160 shall be
carried out in a manner which does not raise insurance rates. An
agreement may not reduce the liability of an insurance company in
case of loss during the absence of men and equipment. (§ 1 ch 92 SLA

1957)

Article 4. General Provisions.

Section
300. Definition of building

Sec. 18.70.300. Definition of building. In this chapter "building”

means a structure, installation, facility, or edifice erected or in the
process of being erected and which is used or intended for use as a
commercial, industrial, business, institutional, other public building,
or resident.J building containing four or more dwelling units. (8 4 ch
176 SLA 1968; am § 27 ch 32 SLA 1971)

Revisor’s notes. — In ch. 176, SLA
1968, this section was numbered
18.70.165.

Chapter 72. State Regulation of Fireworks.

Section Section

10. Regulationof saleof dangerous 10.  Fireworks wholesaler's license
fireworks 40. Violation

20. Regulationof sale of salable 50. Definitions
fireworks 60. Application of chapter

269



§ 18.72.010 Alaska Statutes § 18.72.020

Collateral references. — 31 Am. Jur.  property, given as condition of permission
2d, Explosions and Explosives, 88 1-3, by public for fireworks display or other
48-52. exhibition or entertainment, as covering

35 C.J.S., Explosives, §§ 1-3, 12, 13. non-negligent injurv or damage. 138 ALR

Bond conditioned for payment of dam-  936.
ages for injury to person or damage to

Sec. 18.72.010. Regulation of sale of dangerous fireworks,
(@) The sale or offer to sell dangerous fireworks at wholesale or retail
foi any purpose other than industrial, agricultural, wildlife control or
public display is prohibited.

(b) A person desirir.” to use dangerous fireworks for industrial, agri-
cultural, wildlife control or public display purposes shall first comply
with the permit requirements of the fire safety code.

(c) All dangerous fireworks shall be purchased from a fireworks
wholesaler licensed as such in this state. No fireworks wholesaler may
sell dangerous fireworks to anyone, unless he has a currently valid
permit required by the fire safety code, the number of which shall be
affixed to each record of sale by the fireworks wholesaler, and
maintained as a permanent record of the sale. (§ 1 ch 116 SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.020. i>gulation of sale of salable fireworks, (a) A
person holding a pern.'l required by the fire safety code may sell or
offer for sale salable fir .works, if

(1) the person has si.omitted to the state fire marshal a policy, or a
certified true copy of 2 policy, of public liability and products liability
insurance, including both accident and occurrence coverage, provided
by the wholesale company selling fireworks to the person, in the
amount of at least $200,000 for bodily injury or death and at least
$50,000 property damage and the person is named as an insured party
upon the policy and the policy is continuously in force while the person
is engaged in the retail sale of fireworks, and

(2) an endorsement fee of $5 is paid to the state fire marshal for each
year or fraction of year during which the permit holder is engaged in
the retail sale of fireworks.

(b) Upon approval ofthe insurance required in (a) of this section, the
permit of the holder shall be endorsed by the state fire marshal to
indicate the holder’s right to sell fireworks at retail, and shall indicate
an expiration of the authority. The expiration date shall coincide with
the expiration date of the permit holder’s liability insurance. (§ 1 ch
116 SLA 1969; am § 1 ch 24 SLA 1981)

Effect of amendments. — The 1981 tuted "S200.000" for "S300.000" preceding
amendment deleted "to the" preceding "for hodily injury," substituted "550.000"
"fireworks," substituted "to the person” for for "5100.000" preceding "property dam-
"retailer" following "fireworks." substi- age, deleted "upon which policy the state

270
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§ 18.72.030 Health and Safety S 18.72.050

and ail governmental subdivisions of the  substituted "the policy is" for "which shall
state" preceding "and the," substituted be" preceding "continuously in force." and
"person is" for "permit holder shall be" substituted "person” for "permit holder"
preceding "named as,” '’ astituted "an  preceding "is engaged" in subsection (a)
insured party upon the policy" for "addi-  (1).

tional insureds," following "named as,"

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Injunction to halt enforcement of Op. No. 572 (File No. 11671. -157 P.2d 926
section. — See State v. Norene, Sup. Ct.  (1969).

Sec. 18.72.030. Fireworks wholesaler’s license, (a) A person who
desires to sell fireworks at wholesale in the state shall first make
verified application for a license to the state fire marshal on forms
provided by him. The application shall be accompanied by an annual
license fee of $50.

(b) The license required under (a) of this section is valid until
December 31 of the year during which it is issued, and is renewable
upon the payment of each subsequent annual license fee and
affirmation that the information contained in the wholesaler’s original
application for a fireworks wholesaler’ license is currently accurate.
(8 1ch 116 SLA 1969; am § 2 ch 24 SLA 1981)

Effect of amendments. — The 1981  following "annual license fee of' in subsec-
amendment substituted "S50" for "S500"  tion tai.

Sec. 18.72.040. Violation A person who knowingly and wilfully
fails to comply with a provision ofthis chapter or fireworks regulations
adopted in the fire safety code is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction is pun shable by a fine of not more than $500, or by impris-
onment for not more than six months, or by both. Each day of
noncompliance constitutes a separate offense. (§ 1 ch 116 SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.050. Definitions. In this chapter and fireworks regu-
lations adopted in the state fire safety code

(1) "dangerous fireworks” includes all reworks which are not
defined as salable fireworks;

(2) "fire safety code” means the fire safety code of the state adopted
and administered by the division of fire prevention ofthe Department
of Public Safety;

(3) "fireworks” means salable fireworks or dangerous fireworks;

(4) ", liable fireworks” are ICC Class C Common Fireworks and
shall include only ihose fireworks enumerated as ICC Class C Common
Fireworks in the regulations of the Interstate Commerce Commission,
as the regulations are presently constructed, and. more specifically,
shall include and be limited to the following:

271



§ 18.72.060 Alaska Statutes § 18.72.060

(A) roman candles, not exceeding 10 balls spaced uniformly in the
tube, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 20 grams each in
weight, any inside tube diameter not to exceed 3B inch;

(B) skyrockets with sticks, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 20 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter
exceed X inch, with the rocket sticks being securely fastened to the
tubes;

(C) helicopter typerockets, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 20 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter
exceed M inch;

(D) cylindrical fountains, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 75 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter not to
exceed inch;

(E) cone fountains, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 50
grams each in weight;

(F) wheels, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 60 grams for
each driver unit or 240 grams for each complete wheel, and the inside
tube diameter of driver units not to exceed '/a unit;

(G) illuminating torches and colored fire in any form, total
pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 100 grams each in weight;

(H) dipped sticks, the pyrotechnic composition of which contains
chlorate or perchlorate which do not exceed five grams, and sparklers,
the composition of which does not exceed 100 grams each and which
contains no magnesium or magnesium and a chlorate or perchlorate;

(I) mines and shells of which the mortar is an integral part, total
pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 40 grams each in weight;

(J) firecrackers with soft casings, the external dimensions of which
do not exceed one and one-half inches in length or one-quarter inch in
diameter, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed two grains each
in weight;

(K) novelties conshting of two or more devices enur,. .rated in this
paragraph when approved by the Bureau of Explosives. (§ 1 ch 116
SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.080. Application of chapter. This chapter and
fireworks regulations adopted under the fire safety code supersede the
provisions ofan ordinance adopted by a city or borough, whether before
or after May 23,1969, which are less restrictive than this chapter or the
code. However, nothing in this section affects the authority ofa city or
organized b rough under other law to prohibit or regulate more
restrictively than this chapter the offering for sale, exposure for sale,
sale, use, or explosion of fireworks. (§ 1ch 116 SLA 1969)
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§ 18.75.010 Health and Safety S 18.75.060

Chapter 75. Licensing and Control of Dogs.

Section

10—30. (Repealed)
40. Power ofvillage council to control dogs

50—60. (Repealed)

Sec. 18.75.010. Extension of dog control ordinances.

Repealed by 8 9 ch 109 SLA 1966; 8§ 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. — The repealed section
derived from 5 1, ch. 120. SLA 1962.

Secs. 18.75.020 — 18.75.030. Dog tags; enforcement.
Repealed by § 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. —The repealed sections
derived from §5 2, 3, ch. 120. SLA 1962;
§ 6,ch. 109. SLA 1966.

Sec. 18.75.040. Power of village council to control dogs, (al A
village council duly elected by residents of an unincorporated village
not within an organized borough may destroy loose dogs in the village
and may otherwise control dogs to the extent authorized first class
cities.

(b) The council may impose and enforce the provisions of a dog
control ordinance in the totat area within 20 miles of the village. The
ordinance must generally describe the area in which it is imposed. If
two villages having dog control ordinances lie within 40 miles of each
other, the jurisdiction of each village terminates at a point midway
between them. (8 4 ch 120 SLA 1962; am § 7 ch 109 SLA 1966)

Cross references. — As to killing of Collateral references. — 4 Am. Jur.

vicious or mad dogs, see AS 03.55.010. As  2d, Animals, $$ 20-25. 40-45.
to killing dogs annoying or evincing 3A C.J.S.. Animals. SS 11-13. 2S57-289.

tendency to bite animals or fowl, see AS Police power as authorizing statute
03.55.030. As to permitting animals to be  providing for destruction of dogs. 56
at large, see AS 11.60.200. ALR2d 1033.

Secs. 18.75.050 — 18.75.060. Enforcement; exemption.
Repealed by § 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. —The repealed sections
derived from >§ 5. 6, ch. 120, SLA 1962.
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fis the season o
*to be careful «

." "Fireworks are one of those apple pic and
motherhood things," said Kenai Fire Chief
Walt Winston. People clir.g to the tradition
of setting them off to celebrate, especially in
the summer.

i While fireworks symbolize a good time for
most people, they represent added fire
danger to area firefighters. So far this sum-
mer, Kenai, Soldotna and Ridgeway have
each had one fireworks-caused fire, and a
Nikiski Fire Department spokesman said he
wouldn't be surprised if that office handles
some this summer. ‘

ln Small brush
which have been put out quickly and ;

a minimum of damace. But costs do "

i 3
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add up, and the potential for a major fire is
there, department spokesmen said.

Winston said that last year the Kenai Fire
Department put out 8-10 fireworks-caused
fires. Because fire fighters are on duty all
the time, there aren't any increased wage
costs when they fight, a fire. But Winston
said other expenses on the brush fires
average $200 — S3COper blaze.

.m-_The sale, use and possession of fireworks
are banned within the city limits of Kenai
and Soldotna. But they can be and arc sold
and used in unincorporated areas of the

borough. e ( ..

One sign of summer in this area are the
fireworksstandswhich sprout uo, especial-

alonS  Soldotna city limits, The stands

- remain up all summer,” providing a ready

msupply fortheﬂrcworkslele b

. %_

sula nﬁreworks

o A-"k But Winston was the

i

“N»1ir -1

LlLiL"v t'ijlvs.iuJ.U!em/u

The ..iain problem ¢seems to be the

careless use of fireworks. Lt. John Heath of
Nikiski said he thicks most fireworks fircc
are caused by rocket-type devices. "People
really have no control over where they go,"
he said, "and they stay hot for two to three
minutes."”
. No fireworks stands have been set up this
year in the Nikiski area, and Heath said that
may be the reason no fireworks fires have
been reported there. A lack of local sup-
pliers dramatically reduces the number of
children buying fireworks, hesaid. - H

Heath said most of the fireworks fires he's
seen have been caused by children. Winston
said "it's about 50-50 between kids and
adults. It's just careless use and adults are
probably m reiess than the kids.

n " /" Ej S®0PENINSULA, back pag#
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"A lot of people don't realize f‘ﬁe makeup
of fireworks,"” Winston continued. The dry
cardboard wadded up in the cones and other

«devices smolders on long aiter the sparkle

hasdied out, hesaid. .. L

Peninsula fire chiefs have lobbied the
Borough Assembly for the past five years,
trying to get the sale and use of fireworks
banned on the entire peninsula.

" Each year the Assembly has rejected the
-plaD. Winston said he thinks the Assembly’s
"action is a mixture of sentimental feelings

toward fireworks, a casual attitude about

their use and a feeling that a ban would be
unenforceable. ' eee'>
v. Kenai and Soldotna have found it isn't
ﬁossmle to keep fireworks out of residents’

ands entirely. Mike Huckabay of the

Soldotna Fire Department said he doesn't

feel there are many Violations within the ci

ty limits.

The most visible evidence of violations
within Kenaiis found on the Leaches of Cook
Inlet. Remains of fireworks are found near
the city's sewage treatment plant.

Winston pointed out that it's illegal to use
fireworks on the beach. Although the sand
may appear to be a fire-safe area, Winston
said that isn't the case. "There is fire
danger on the beach, in the grass on the

.I*I. e

Mly one who sa|d
* fireworks sa‘fe%y i irCYUddl. Heath said
fireworks aren’t a topic that usually come _
up during the winter, but he said he m|ght
add it to his program.. v;

With or without a fireworks safety pij
gram, there are a few simple rules that
everyone can follow to use fireworks in a

‘Thank you’ for help

at Funter Bay fire
Dear Editor:

Our Funter Bay home, warehouse
and tool shed were destroyed by atire
the evening ofthe 4th of July.

prudentand enjoyable way,

+ Children should never be allowed to use
fireworks of any kind without adult supervi- .

esion. o> 1AF Vet

grass.'

mtrees, bushes, dry grass and buildings.

"After allowing a moment for the devices 1-

j
« Fireworks should be used on a ﬂre proof
surface, such as cement, or well-watered

"V
« Fireworks should be kept away from

:/to cool off, they should be disposed of in

- bucketofwater.
- e

bluff and on that berm area. We've had a.

couple of fires there over the years."
All three fire departments conduct fire
safety programs for area school children.

All of our neighbors and many
- friends and visitors that were in the
+ bay for the 4th came to help as soon as
thesmokc was seen. Firelighters were
brought from town by helicopters,
several of the firemen staying until
morning. Without all of this help the
Austin house and many more of the
surrounding trees would have been
lost.
Although the fire destroyed mostev-

< !

important than the things we lost —

they can be replaced.

Mostimportant and whatwill never
be forgotten is the fact that when we
needed them our neighbors, friends
and even strangers came to help.
Words ca.i not express the gratitude
and appreciation we feel. Our very,
very sincere thanks to everyone.

Sincerely,
Mary and Harold llargrave
Funter Bay
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Special tothe Homer News s - ... . perteChnICS can bhe Iegally fills this year, up almost 50 .
. _purchased from dozens of 'percentoverlastyear.’],.y
>l SOLDOTNA'y-' For the " venders swho set up shop  The assembly also'agreed s
if third time in a year, the fuse . every. summer along the' .to trade 11.0 acres cf.lcrd*
‘has sputtered and died on ef-  highway's . - -.S - — along the Kasilof River ford
; forts to curb the sale and use.*+ 1A year ago the assembly three -bluff lots in Clam ]
of fireworks on the Kenai considered a -similar or-' Gulch, which total G7 acres .
Peninsula. >i-- v - " dinance, but the move failed,. of usable land and 550 feet o f,
Tuesday night the Borough as did an effort to limit frontage on Cook inlet.H7-.- -
_~ Assembly voted 11-5 to ex-_ fireworks sales to a few Assemblyman Phil Nash
tinguish an ordinance pro;-'shortweeks in summers, of North Kenai argued that.,
hibiting the.; sale of.In other business the e borough should retain
I blackpowder toys during 'assembly J appropriated public land oh peninsula’-
periods ofhigh fire danger: '. 2195000 to cover the cost of gaimon streams. But Mr. .
.Local fireworks vendors an unexpected 6,000 ton gar- Thompson pointed out lliat «
1- /" opposed the resL Iction, say- bage overrun at the Kenai e borough would keep a 50-

~ ing it would be unfair to re-
quire them to monitor the
r'" media in order to find out if

*«" "'and when state officials ban
open burning. Such bans are- *
commonly announced dur- ;

L

s e as on

.' .T IMembers of tﬁe Alaska

Fireworks Association con-
tended the ordinance would
only duplicate state laws,
and claimed that fireworks
have never been c.onclusivc-
ly linked to a forest fire in

-.- * Alaska. Borough Mayor Stan
«+ .Thompson spoke against the
r ordinance, saying the pro-

blem was not the sale of
fireworks during times of

dry weather, only their ir-_

responsible use.—*«i  Asee

“Let's not pass our first
restrictive ordinance,” he
said.,;- ~ " . r -

The assembly’s action
means the peninsula will re-
main a mecca for fireworks

. merchants and those who

dclightin their.wares.:
The' sale . and use of
. fireworks are outlawed in
Anchorage, Kenai, Soldotna.
Seward and Homer, but the

' ing the course of the summer '

and Soldotna landfills. So
far, 18,M | tons of solid waste
have been processed at Lhc
two Central Peninsula land-

foot easement along the-
river, and a 50-foot access’
easement through the pn--
pertytotheriver..- =
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| ires started t.y fireworks

to pufbui-F F

based . htV'Soldotna'.also |,

cn Uic Cliugach National , assisted by"dropping waterl.

| orrst are easily to fight, nc-

to dous'c the flamer,.;. V'’

ending to forest SupervisorM r';' Du. Lie'said,-.t'Th'cu

Dalton Du Die. /'llie public
i mooking at approximately
- m for Forest Service ef-
foils in fighting a recent six
aero blaze set off by
fit eworks in the llojxj area,"
k- said.

ItisidrnLs unable to con-
tin! Hie fire burning i.i the
[-rtle killed spruce' three
miles south of llo|>e in Uie
[tcsurrcctinn Creek
drainage called in the Forest
K-rvice to help extinguish
Hig flames— .

b'orest Service crews con-
limc to clean up nnd secure
Ibis summer's second fire
caused by fireworks, lie said.
A state of Alaska helicopter

first..riroV. started \ by'J
fiicworlts.;wasK.ht KQuartz;”
Creek campground 'earlier o
this summer, It \yns controll-*"
ed by Forest, &n;ko-skews/*
and,.volunteers',* from l.HigVj
CkjoHiT;Lnhdi  jFijcp'c]iL |
. o NMFPFATS i;'\J
AlUiou™li forest.vencL'itioa
is fairly green tills ‘year, spr.:

-.ing rind summer;rains have .
.not wet tilings down enough!;

to relieve Hiefire danger,; tie",
said.V,;;" H.
“Witli grass,.needles, andy.

+leaves being hs dry*.ns Uicy

are now, fire could.wipe; out!*
campgrounds;".?;, forested £
areas, iind private property'.V

Uliof T
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Fires started by
fireworks on the Chugacli
National F'orcst are beating
up the costs to public tax-
payers.

National Forest
visor Dalton Dn l.ae says,
"Hie public is looking at
approximately S5(XX> lor
Forest Service efforts in
fighting a recent 6-acre
lilale set off by fireworks
in the ilope area."

Residents unable to con-
trol the lire burning in the
beetle-killed spruce three
miles south of Hope in the
Resurrection Creek

Super-

drainage called in the

Forest Service to help ex-

tinguish the flames.

forest Service crews con-

clean-up and
summer's

tinue to
secure this
second fire caused by
fireworks. A Stale of
Alaska helicopter based at
Soldotna also assisted by
dropping water to douse
the flames.

Du Lac says, "the first
lire started by fireworks
was at Quart/. Creek cam-

pgmund earlier this sum-

mer.
l'his one was quickly
brought under control by

S

Forest Service crews and
volunteers from the
Cooper Landing Fire

Department.”

Du Lae cautions Forest
neighbors and visitors that
although Inrest vegetation
is fairly green this vyear,
spring and summer rains
have not wet tilings down
enough to relieve the fire
danger.

"W illi grass, needles,
and leaves being as dry as
they are now, lire could
wipe out campgrounds,
loiested areas, and priv.iie
property near forested

areas," says Du Lae.
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For fire and safety reasons, the sale and use
of fireworks is prohibited in Anchorage ex-
cept in specially authorized exhibitions. But
that doesn’t stop all residents from indulging
an old Fourth-of-July pasttime.. Fireworks
still can be purchased legally on the Kenai
Peninsula, and some of them wind up being
used in Anchorage before the holiday is over.

" Should fireworks be sold here at home? Are
they worth the risk to life and limb? Can they
be handled and regulated safely here? Are
July 4th fireworks a thing of the past?

We'll publish your response in this space
next week. Send comments to PEOPLE'S
FOP.U.M, The Daily News, Pouch 6616, An-
chorage 99502.
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Each year during Fourth of
July celebrations, thousands of
people require emergency room
treatment for injuries associated
with fireworks.

While most states vary on
their fireworks-control laws, the
National Safety Council says that
a total ban of all fireworks —ex-
cept those used by a professional
pvrotechnician under controlled
circumstances —is the best way
to minimize firework-related in-

JUIrII(%s'recommends that people
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Anchorage Tines
Anchorage. AK
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.. — e.y-0omnnvcommunity
visit one of the many community
celebrations to observe firework
displays, rather than having
home displays. Because it is ille-
gal for private citizens to possess
fireworks within the Anchorage
Municipality, the Municipality
holds an annual fireworks dis-
play to which the public is in-

Vltﬁ'—ddr those on the Ker.ai Penin-
sula, where fireworks can iesally
be sold and possessed, and otr.ers
insistent upon having a home dis-
, play, the Council oifers these

¢ 1iPS® store fireworks in a dry,
cool place. Avoid roughhancling

-that might damage the fuse or
andles.

??£e=> n v

n r* L* m»
ot'rdn M, KT A
N oife «4A'W L V'O £ -i o

o Alw ns
w H:lt ?‘L\év(gﬁm@%% éﬁ%@% Eﬁﬁg ig-
nite a firework device.

e Never ailow children to
handle fireworks. Young cr.es
comprise the grot o most often
afflicted by fire-works related in-
juries —such as the loss of hands

of eyes. . . .
-y(?gnlte fireworks outdoors in
“a clear area away from houses

and flammable materials — like
dry grass, sawdust, wood chips,
underbrush.

* Ne

ver place fireworks in
metal or glass containers.

e L .ht one device at a time.
Mantain a safe distance after
lighting the device. Keen a
bucket of water nearby. ’

r-
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Fireworks cause of fires, not fun ,]/

If. - 0.

Lighting{
may ns

If you shoot off a firecracker
iR YAHT Back yarg, it can cost you (
as much as $10660 BF $8Hays IR
Jal'I"hose are the penalties for sell-
ing, eusing or possessing

fireworks in Chugiak - Eagle
River and the rest of the Anchor-
age municipality. -

Although you can buy
fireworks in many parts of "
Alaska, it’s against the law to
shoot them off in Anchorage. o

Fire Chief Ross Fosberg em-
phasizes that means anywhere :
from the souih border of thc-;
municipality at Portage to the
Knik River to the north.

The only exception arc the

public fireworks displays and
. Fosberg says these arc allowed by
individual permit only after

or holding firewaiY.
$1,000 fine, jail term

stringent safety and
requirements arc_met

"FoeBerg sald the godes pro-
hibiting fireworks were adopted
because of numprous fires anc
injuries associated with their use
He added that Anchorage polio
officers are required to con

fiscate all fireworks that the;
encounter. .

licensing

* o o
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is :or question, (Forum, June 23,
1234)ar 1t

“A" is for answers, (Forum, June 30, 1984)
then

"E" is for expletive (Cooper Landing, July
1, 1984).

Tonight we were very lucky. The daytime
wind had died; dusk brought humidity and
heavy air; the misty rain a blessing. The hot
little fire stayed where the skyrocket gave it
birth. It is out. Three hours earlier it would
have been an inferno!

It is now 1:30 a.m., July 1. | have just
returned from the third fire in two weeks —
each started by fireworks. Thirty men in
private vehicles and three fire trucks respond-
ed to defend our families and homes, our
beautiful valley and mountains; from the
"fun" of "celebration" purveyed by the Kenai
Peninsula's "comfortable amount of stands."

Mr. Louie R. March, Ms. Helen March —
will the Alaska Fireworks Association pay for
my f 150 boots? How about hundreds of man-

hours.” Will you re-build our world when your
"patriotism™ finally gets one going out of

control? Perhaps you'll fire a last “salute” to
any lost in the line of duty.

Let's knock this ... off. Now!
— Jack Raudue,

volunteer fireman
Cooper Landing, Kenai Peninsula

y



Fires caused
fet Fourth of

By LARRY CAMPBELL
Daily news reporter , J

Fireworks are being
blamed for more minor fires
Wednesday than in any other
Fourth of July in Anchorage’s
history, according to the An-
chorage Fire department.

«Some Anchorage residents
who firecrackered, cherry-
bombed and bottle-rocketed

by fireworks
July record

fold increase over last year,
said Lee Crossman,, depart-
ment spokesman.
A "Usually we'll have a'few'’
every year. You always ex-
pect it," Crossman said. "This
year was unbelievable. It was
all over town."

Fires broke out in garbage,
dumpsters, in peat moss piles,

ence Day caused at least 26 tjyely minor,
minor blazes in a 24-hour pe-
riod. That is at least a three-

I ALASKA CLIPPIHC
~ SERVICE
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Many fireworks users irresponsible

1 1 live on the Kenai Peninsula; | am com-
pletely against the sale of fireworks any-
where! me . . o

Last year my husband and. | were new to
Alaska and of course in need of work. We
"were offered a job selling fireworks; we
accepted. | was very surprised at the age of
: kids coming in alone to buy fireworks, some
l.as young as 6 or 7. I’m sure their parents had
I'no idea, so where do you think these kids
"..went to set these off? The woods!

o; . At the time we accepted the job, 1 had
.never given it any thought. Eut I'd never do it
eagain! , .

I  We are responsible people;" most of your
readers are. But*,what about the ones who
aren’t? How many people get drunk and then
set them off? How many Kkids set off fire-
‘works, hiding in the woods from their par-
ents? How many responsible, careful people
have accidents?

I’ve watched 400,000 acres'burn in Califor-
nia. Watched my in-laws cry as they evacuated
their home. The cause was fireworks.

I know | don’t want to wake up to and
drive through a black, lifeless forest.

People do have their rights, though! I'll
give up mine to save our forest.

— Sue lloppmnn

Sohlotiui

) on open grass fields and
their way through Independ- wooded areas. All were rela-

See Back Page. FIREWORKS

rirewoxkK

Continued from p*

burned-themselves ouv." e
tween the time they W»
reported and the time Uu.
fighters arrived. . -
* Xo fireworks-related inju-
ries were reported to fire-
fighters, Crossman said. No
burned fingers or injured eyes
showed up at either Provi-
dence or Humana Alaska hos-
pitals.

The 26-fire estimate is in-
complete. Crossman said,
iThere may have been more
fires that burned out before
.firefighters arrived or didn’t
show obvious evidence that
fireworks were to blame.

Despite that, Crossmar.
said the increase was surpris-

In'g';The, nice.weather, people
still here (in Anchorage) in-
stead of gone for a weekend,
it could be;a lot of things.
Just more people in town,
during a celebration,” he
said.

Possessing or using fire
works within the municipal:
ty is a city misdemeanor
Conviction brings a sentcnc
of up to 30 days in jail, ;
$1,000 fine or both.

The fire department cor.
ducts education programs aci
vising people about the da:
gers of using fireworks.

I “1don't know what-we ca
do to prevent it besides doir.
what we already do," Cros;
man said. "l guess we've ju:
got to keep telling people.”

N ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE
Anchorage Daily
News
Anchorage, AK
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Too iinimtttrc.
Incon&tttattto s

I

1-? In ur.c firrv.crk?
I'n *VItiitit i ometttiilit filrv.orl'S r*11 n. cd
to In* F#xl i0 Aim IK»2or.« My n* «i;l*Imi:s %ee*? in
CAer tflE dkivie “lu'ntmj* fiii'.vnihs

t'M iy i*iy (or two \v«ij; sn»nv. hut \vh;it’r
Ny b«g i% llioy ienlht'f sl.oi'tinjt tlwni nl
r.K h othiT of tlu*\ shoot 1licfu ;it l.ito hours
k> 11 IWj» m niwl 3 3d :i rn wlion ptu.pjc arc
Jtiylni: to sh <p Mostly n Is ;tiol whole
of lire nnrfcois ;«11 ;it oinv. o
I Isopt* siiid pt.t.V "By tiovrr h j;:«li/o j
fin'worlis in AfiLluuii:t<* luv.ur." prttplo an* to
imniaturt* :uid iiMohsiilfiatr to shoot them nnd

th isely. i icl
use them wisely — Murcia Tsciicltrr

Fireworks OK !
In salo areas *

/,

X m outside losvns

Fireworks .nr fun Fortunately theienrc
areas Alaskans run still rxpoiientc tinl J
tuilitinn.il tinill nfcelebrating with, >
fireworks. t =

tty following thicc sitttplc* rules wr will
guarantee s.ifr rn..'Vinrnt "l 1lu wmt:111 I}

m common rctric; 2| Alwuys have tulult , A*
; supervision; mill it) Only tlisclinti;c firework!;
m in a safe orc.i. s
On thr Kenai Peninsula Ilirir.il.. many
mr.r. wlirir fiiew.uks may I'." used safely,
sttrli in 1'emtil tli “f July Itr.irli in Srw.nij nnc)
flam (lull li nrnr Aitrlmr I'ninl. IInWrvecr.
populated nlirs air iiixt tint place to discharge
fue.vnikx
Sen .it(l. Kenai .mil Horner .ill pioliiliit

(in works wit’iln Ilir city limits. As president
of tiIm Alaska Fiiowmks AsMici.ilinn, | fed i
Atirlmiai: ‘lid maintain its pii<liil<iti.<n
against (now

Am home* isa populated city, basically not
suited for fir. n'oil s. I'invite all those who
enjoy fitewotlts to come down to the Kni.ii '
.Peninsula and safely celebrale a tiailition
.that’s hern around for over 2IHI yrats.

— f.l.lflO It March Jr.

President <t tin' Alaska fireworks

/Vsncf.it/one

i Seivnrd L

Too dangerous
lo bo jced at
» ad. anyllmo

Fireworks are dangerous! We qgﬂ'ﬁ need to .
iost them on white mice to_ kno i that they
take out eyes and rip off fingers Yeccm nec:r
year. Why is It that people who nr¢ ofr.ud of
the health risks of saturated fat, gleefully nna.
d. .iherately risk maiming themselves with '
silliy iioi<es and hursts of light? ' omr

‘INNk*Fmiiilt of .Inly afler 9 p.m. Is not much

101> e «&o | tdinl 11

hould
EWOI-

|

i
Inconsiderate nelplthors make me feel like |
am in a war rone, while they rmianper my
family and home.

Instead of debating wliethec or not to

legalise fireworns inside city limits, the , -
question should be how we arc poinp to ;' a

enforce the existing laws.’ K

— Marie Cottinc

, TX

h \ 'c¢* Disluihlnn om;

joo*\ deceives "' amV.il f
. nunM.mon T 1 m '
" ‘—m PWMtwoni . .V

In nnswer to your nuosMon ronnnllni?
; fircsvorks legalisation; no way, Jose,
o Trie primary gripe | have Is that there Ig
usually ;..mc nityjt in es-ery neighhorhnndl.
Vit' 1E>*h'1 .rv >M [

- r'Hiey have noronccptof respect or human
" compassion so any time at all Is game for

v*

ond rpiiel of others is a crime which should be
.punishable by deportation to la.wef Kb.hovi.i
- The sale arid us.- Of pyrote. hliir
, devices should be outlawed p.day ‘llie tee
and impoitatioii of these fun pirrn.e, ".lu.iihl be
legally restricted to those who me tiuim d mid
’ licensed in their use If the itiroitsidi rale
bnnhs must have their fun, set aside a small
lot in an obscure nrca for these folks to p-t
, their jollies.
-

rirrhiaii.

*eo

— Neal I). Cooper

leave Ilroworks
on Peninsula

. m/ . A\ . tbelieve fireworks shouihd not heroine I. pul
/ w/, "In Anchorage. There are more. than 2!it|.(ItIl<)
A i Va ’'l'» .epenjilelivinp in ti*1Ancliorape aiea Plus you
K / have to take into_crmsldeiatidil the ni.iiiy
? - o on Lamhy ke MR ARTCARE 2i0 uid Dteie. your hup,.*
, buildinps, etc. I personally feel this will
*promote a problem saf. tyv.i.eand ..'h. rwise
i Fireworks stands would lie:ut up almost
«fnll over Anehorape. Then too. be. au mof il.e
- dense population in Aueliornpo plus yoni
n ‘..influx of tourists at this time, hu/mdmis
kS |Ie ,conditions will arise' 1 here are mote lives and
ay'
There are enough fireworks licit* t.. take .arc
of the AnClmragc people's needs. Ami besides
a trip down the Sewaid Highway is tefieslung
anyway, also ils surrounding an as, | cannot
mj- e. - over emphasise enough to have responsible
T fu . people and parents to accompany ynimi!
I ,children when huyiiq! aiul setting off the
* MW fireworks. And please — read your

instructions! Use rommon sense Abide Itv all
of the safety laws put into effect. The 4lli of
Jtdy can be a fun day.
It's been a tradition since 17?f! The signing
W...inc..u 'of "The Declaration of Independence "
* Personally 1feel to consider firewoiks a ihing
of the past would be like eliminating the year
loudest of most obnoxious ordnance device '"1776."
obtainable. Naturally, the only time this
menace to civilisation is able to carry out his/
her sole function In life arc the hours when we
URappreeiative sgms avish 0 p&® a quick nap
for the h-’ (duration of darkness.
Weir, also consider the fact that a largo
majority ui local kiddies lack the proper
parental supervision that God gave a goat.

— Helen Match
Sevalil

Cclchbteio
wilhuul tho
i.x*  lirnwoiks
If anyone has experienced tlic "display"” of
fimeworks In Honolulu, during Chinese w
< ! *"Vcar, oil the people of Am borage would ilse
t0 Provc Uial timy were able to learn all/ and sa/ NO! I'd suggest the mayor s otfi. e
by Il ﬁ'lm bow lo strik\xla match nnd R ?pntﬂct officials in Honolulu and pel the facts
actua y can |gn|te a fuse. Wravo. {Fsthand ch-the-noise;-peollution-caused by

‘> j* ¢ The locnl constabulary has better thincs to dt-, the smoke, the trauma that the chihImi.

I'““* elderly and Ill and also tli.; pets will endure,
‘e I nrn nil for celebrating Hie till, but not

whith firfevorks.

do than play nursemaid to jerks. Dosing n
. linger ar eye is the price paid for improper'
tive bf W%I‘ﬁ’?!‘%‘f THatS what slig.i.tity

Im jooo i i
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« Nikiski Fire Department Lt. John Heath
said he thinks the drop in fireworks-caused
fires is because only one fireworks stand is
operating in the North Kenai area. “Last
year we had seven or eight stands," Heath
said. "Eut I'm surprised we haven't had any
‘fires yet."
The Soldotna Fire Department has ex-
tinguished four fires caused by fireworks
since mid-May. All of the fires were small

and no one was injured in any of the fires, m.

said Fire Prevention Officer Michael
Huckabay. Or." ... occurcd on Funny River
Road, anothe. <the rodeo grounds, a third

fireworks) around the fourth of July, ar.d
possibly as many as seven," e

Both Kenai ar.d Soldotna have laws pro-
hibiting the discha-ge of fireworks within
the city limits. A violation of the law could
result in a misdemeanor citation, which
means a mandatory court appearance arda
maximum fine of $300. .

If people choose to dlscharge fireworks

outside the city limits, fire officials ask peo-

ple to take precautions. — .
"Use them in a good area where there is

no dry grass or woods around." Heath cau-

tioned. "And kids should use them under an
adult's supervision.” b J-

next to a fireworks stand behind Sizzler's.--
The most recent fireworks fire was doused .

early Monday morning near Slikok Creek. m

- The Soldotna crew from the state Division
of Forestry has doused four fireworks-
related fires so far this summer. Fire
Manager Larry Adams said one of his crew
members also doused a fire that had been
ignited on his front lawn from a neighor's
bottlcrocket.

" "They were just sitting in their house (in
Soldotna) watching TV when they saw a bot-
tlerocket shoot into their yard, and then saw
smoke coming up from the lawn,” he said.
"That can happen to anyone."

The forestry department’s fire warning
needle pointed to “Moderate" fire condi-
tions Thursday morning, but Adams said it
could easily go up to “High” by late Thurs-
day afternoon. mm (AT

'mlt looks like the sun's commg out,”
Adams said. "And if it stays clear and
things dry out rapidly, we anticipate respon-
ding to at least four or five calls (relating to

- - i. . S
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"People should be shooting them off in a.
gravel pit. or at a be3ch out over the water, '
orin a plowed field,” Adams acvised. "The
ones that are small and don't travel
anywhere, thatjust lay there and go ‘boom’,
could be done in adriveway

"A lot of those fireworks with sharp
plastic points can do an eye in real easy," he'
added. "They don't always go straight up
(in the air) like they're supposed to. They
often whirl arour.d and come back at you,";
Adams said. e

Huckabay advises people to discharge
fireworks in an open area outside the city
limits, like a gravel pit. ... . 'm

um Hn iw iw a jw ip a

th
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-This is the week firefighters dread most —
the week of the Fourth'of July. " eeee-'-

The Fourth is Wednesday, but firefighters
were already busy late last week with the
Hidden Lake island fire, preliminary blam-
ed on fireworks. With the holiday coming
up, the most hopeful sign for firefighters
was the Sunday rain that dampened the
undergrowth on the central peninsula.

So far, this fire season has not been a bad
one for fireworks-related fires. o¥*»;

The Kenai Fire Department had doused

only one such fire as of last week, a small

brush fire in the Thompson Park area. The
Nikiski Fire Departmenthadn't had a single|
fire from fireworks atweek's end.

«'_[. w. -.See FIREWORKS, back paga

Fireworks’ fires surprise couple/?,-

A\
A local

couple was rudely
awakened recently when two
bottle rocket fireworks went

awry, one of them catching the

boxsprings of the couple’s bed on'

fire.

Two men accidentally shot the
rockets through the Young Street
couple's bedroom window at
about 1:30 a.m. on July 5. The
rockets broke the window, the
screen and damaged the curtains
before one of them hit the sleep-
ing man’ foot. One rocket

caught the boxsprmgs on fire and
/iR /¥ on »ei

room where it started a fire on
the carpet.

According to police reports,
the men who fired the rockets
ran to the rescue of their unin-
tended victims. After making
sure the couple was all right, the
two men, who declined to iden-
tify themselves, vacuumed the '
floor and used a fan to blow the
smoke out of the house.

The victims want only to be
compensated for the damages.

They do not intend to press ;
charges.

ALASKA CLIPPING
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] Fireworks

| start fire

(behind Sizzler

Soldotna firefighters put oulasmall brush

| fire behind the Sizzler restaurant about 7:30
p.m. Tuesday.

According to a fire department
I'spokesman, the fire was caused by
, fireworks. Firefighters were able to put the
j fire out quickly and only a small area was
| burned. There were no damage estimates.

no help against'fireworks
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Fireworks
cause 3

J brush fires

j Soldotna and Ridgeway
m firefighters doused three
I brush fires this weekend that
» were caused hy fireworks.
One "controlled burn" that
went out of control was also
extinguished.

A fire department
spokesman said one brush
fire was ignited by fireworks

.. at the rodeo grounds Satur-
day evening Another brush
fire was doused ' Sunday

- afternoon behind the Birch

'Street Apartments. That fire

was also started with
_ fireworks.

The Ridgeway Fire
Department extinguished a
third brush fire, started by
fireworks, in lire OTKCO
gravel pit on Kobuk Street.
The spokesman said though
the gravel pit fire was small,
it could easily have spread
much farther.

The "controlled burn"
took place in a burn pile on
Karen Street that had been
smoldering for about three
months, officials said. Wind
and warm weather combin-
ed lo ignite (tie pile Sunday
evening. Lhough the fire was
small when it was contained,
it was close to sonic tali
/> nice ITEES,



hy Carole Jaffa
rorks were the liol
item on City Council's
Monday night agenda,
with arguments for anil
against the controversial
devices culminating in
passage of Resolution fid-
87, requesting a borough-
wide ban on fireworks
sales. Councilmemhers
Williams, Cripps, Hilton
and Gillespie voted yes,
Meehan opposed. City
staff launched the
discussion with fire chief
John Gage, S'gt. David
Ilhossow and city mat igcr
Ron Garzini stating why
the  ban should be
requested.
Of five fires over July

4th, ’ dtrcc weiddefinitely
from fireworks," Gage
said. The other two were
of "undetermined cause,
but fireworks were
probable.” lie added
there has been a history of
fireworks-related blazes in
Seward, and that "with
our old, clcse-togcther
buildings downtown, we
arc walking on thin ice."
Sgt. lirossow said the
four officers on foot
patrol downtown July 3
wrote citations and seized
lots of fireworks, but
"you could only control
the area where you stood.
It only takes a second to
light a firecracker and run
away...the law docs not

ban carrying fireworks,
only lighting them."

Ron Garzini com-
plained of fireworks being
set off well before the 4th
in residential areas and
commented there were
"more important things
for the cops to deal with."

Speaking on behalf of
fireworks, used with
discretion, were Louie
March and Robert Paul,
both of whom operated
fireworks stands outside
city limits this year.

March, the president of
Alaska Fireworks
Association, said he had

See COUNCIL,pg. 3

Coimcil..:

discussed the enforcement
problem with Chief llcn-
ecardino. "He said the
department had been lax
and would be stricter next
year,” March slated.

"We also talked about

. posting a sign outside
town, saying fireworks
were illegal...that, plus

getting tougher, would do
the trick, we figured.”

March fell passage of
Resolution 34-87 would
be unfair to those who use
. fireworks safely. "We
don’t ban gun sales
because someone shoots a
guy."” He favored
designated areas for
fireworks use.

"We'll help," lie con-
tinued, "by making a
sign, working with the
City in whatever way we
can" to  solve the
problem.

Robert Paul, who ran
the Golden Dragon
fireworks stand this year,
said most fireworks arc
shot in non-crowdcd
areas. Ten percent at most
arc shot m town.

"The 1Joroug.v Assem-
bly defeated a similar
measure last winter," he
added, "because most
members felt it was too
strong an infringement on
individuals...most people
cr.joy and respect
Fireworks.”

Paul said a poll is being
circulated this fall regar-
ding fireworks sales, and
he expected 10 percent
would oppose a ban on
sales outside city limits.

He said more fires arc
caused by smoking, and
more deaths by drunken
drivers.

He vowed the
Fireworks Association
members would do their
part to eliminate use in

town, handing out flyers
to purchasers, stating that
there was a city ordinance
against use in town, that
was stricly enforced.

Paul also suggested
enacting a possession law
and enforcing it. "you'd
see a dramatic decrease"
in the problem, lie said.

Crossfire in the Council
chamber firecracker war
came from Oscar Wat-
sjoid, Harry Gier.clcr, and
Phil Yczicrski. Watsjold,
a fireman 44 years, and
chief for 22, noted "for
years, everyone knew
everyone, and we told
’'em where to shoot...now
there's  thousands of
people. We don't know
them. The only way to
control this, :s to ban
sales."”

Harry Gieselcr doublei

J ALASKA CLIPPING
service
Sew.-i <!
Phoenix Log



tsivenh Started

m- -+ By KRIS CAPPS
Staff | fritcr

Like a crop ofsummer flowers, they
pop up ever eyear.

Fireworks stands. They're brightly

colored booths filled with bangs, pops
and sparkles.
" They’re also illegal in the city of
Fairbanks and in the North Star
Borough. But outside the borough, the
stands have set up shop and arc doing
a booming business.

The stands arc licensed by the
slate, and owners must apply for a
permit from the state fire marshal's
office. This year, the Fairbanks office
has issued about 10 permits in the im-
mediate area, about the same as last
year.

Owners of the stands must also
check with the Department of Trans-
portation. which has regulations ab-
out where they can erect signs and
how far they must be from right-of-
ways.

Stand owners who break the rules
can be issued a misdemeanor cita-
tion. Officials may also close the
stand and seize the fireworks.

"Periodically we go down and look

at all the stands and make sure
they're in compliance." said Deputy
Stale Fire Marshal Ernie Misewicz.i
"We do get a number of complaints
each year for one reason or another,
that they're too close to the road or too
close to the buildings."”

One stand, which was advertising
"Legal Fireworks" at the corner of

Cushman Street and Airport Way, 1

was ordered this week to move out-
side city limits by police.

"According to the city attorney,
there is no such thing as legal fire- j

works in the city of Fairbanks," said «

one officer. o

City police always have lots of com-1
plaints about fireworks this time of
year and say they vigorously enforce
tha law prohibiting their use in city
limits.

"We have quite a bit of a problem,"
said Lt. Roland Bonneville.

Police expect to collect a bag or two
of confiscated fireworks before the
season is over. The fireworks are
either destroyed or used in training
exercises by a special police team.

Fireworks can’t be sold in the

(See FIREWORKS, page 3)

Ifyou’re looking for fireworks,you’llhave toro outside the
city and borough to find them. A e — m

\

FJir~3nrs
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/ borough cither.

"Youcan tsell fireworks within the
borough. period.” Miscwicz said.

The city of North Pole also has a
city ordinance against the sale and
discharge of fireworks, but the chief

of police said enforcement is general-
ly not a problem.

Not so in Nenana.

"Yes, we have problems." sa'd
Chief Wayne Walters. “We -et
numerous complaints about noi® ¢

There is an occasional fire as well.

The fireworks aren't sold inthe city
of N%nana, butthey arc certainly sold
nearby.

"Wectry to let people live a little bit,
but ask them to use a little discretion
and caution and use them in the prop-
er areas." Walter;, said.

Fireworks can be a real hazard,
causing injury or fires.

"For the most part, the biggest
problem isinwildland areas." the de-
puty state fire marshal said. "Brush

\
fires. The drier the weather gets, the
more susceptible it is."”

Causing a fire thisway can result in
a misdemeanor citation for criminal-
ly negligent burning and a fine of
$5,000 or up to one year ir nil.

Fireworks can also ¢ injury.
Blown off fingers. Burned uands.

Sparklers burn at a very high
temperature and can burn hands. The
noise from a loud firecracker bang
can rupture an eardrum.

"All of them are dangerous if not
used proper ly," Miscwicz said. "Chi »
dren shouldn't be allowed to use them

unlegs they're under adult supcrvi-
sion.
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Fireworks on
limits In

bylfalSprBce ™
Sutfftnur - o*

As the Fourth of July ap-
proaches each summer,
Homer begins to sound like
downtown Beirut.

But this year, ui town at
least, the long arm of the law
will be busy interceding in
theannual firecracker wars.

Each year, burzzrg tees,
Roman candles,
firecrackers, and bottle
rockets HU the air uith
whistles, loud reports — and
firedanger - -

And each year the short
fused controversy suiTOun-
ding the use of these at once

dciizhtfjl and hazardous
p;rotecnrucal devices s
reicmted.

But this year, backed up
fcy the threat of VM fioeo,
« Homer police plan a senous
crackdown on violators of
the ciryx anufircwor*s or*
dinance.
Police say it is illegal for

any person to “"use or ex-
plode any type of
fUacracker, skyrocket,

blank cartidges. explosives,
pyrotechnics, or ar.dy other
device commonly known as
‘fireworks’ within the limits
of the Gty of Homer”
wjthout a public display per*
mt

“I'll be calling in extra of*
fleers for July <th." s”id
Homer Police Chief Mike
Daugherty. He said none o’
his cificcrs will have that
day off.

While it is against the law
to expiode, or for that mat-

ter. purchase, fireworks
anywhere within the city
limits. Mr. Dai*zheny said
he is mast concerned with
the”r use on the Spit where
highly flammable fuels and
old wooden structures create
ad hich decree of fire dancer.

In that recard, he called the

highly popular bottle rocket

the most hazardous.

“Last year it reaiiy got
dangerous.” he said -There
were large crowds of people
and many whowere shooting
off fireworks were intox-
icated.”

He said Che potential for
duater is great when it
comes to fireworks rear the
old, creosote soaked pilings
on the city dock and the fuel
Horace tanks nearby.

“Those tanks have a ven-
ting system cn lop which |
emit fum a to allow for ex-

pansion in warm weather,”
Mr. Daugherty said. "If
bottle rocket were lo be shot
up their we could con-
cev'SOly have an extreme
problem inahurry.”

Erpcnded »ockets have
been found oo tcp of the
tanks, according to brantley
Edens, ownerol the Chevron
fuel depot cn the Spit.

"1 don t know urjt people
are thinking unen trey shoot
them towards the tanks. *he
said. "1 don t kno v for cer-
tain that a spark would ig-
nite the tanks, but would you
really want to lind out?"

He said he dvs rot like to
be on the Spit on ihe Fourth
> July.

Mr. Daugherty said bottle

o

wk

ijjiewdrKks
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rorxets cause the most
dancer t-rju.e rr.ee they
are iircd irev jr«*out of con-
trol. sometimes Imam? as
much as ICmi firl a*ay.
That mav re t<xifar awsv to

stop a grass fire caused ny
the not remnants from
spreatLrg. On the Spit, it

could be much worse, he
said

There is no state law tunn-
ing the sale of fireworks. but
there are reculafioos about
their vaif. Accordirz lo state
statutes, it is ulrzai lo snoot
fire»or«x on »ny Lines on
which Krais, brush, timbre,

or any natural vegetation
grows. The stale has left
enactment of sales or-

dinances up lo
and troughs
Anchorage Borough has
made it IUeoal lo sell the
devr .-s. so many Anchorage
residents enve an hour cr
two outside citv limits to pur-
chase fireworks at roaoside

local cities

stands, many of which
nourish along the roadsides
ui the Kenai Peninsula
Borough

Homer wrote its own

fireworks onhmnce into law
in 1%3. but as >e:. mere is no
Kenai Borouen law banning
cither uwve or sate, though
several attempts rave been

made to control them
because of lire danger.
“"There is a jute law

against reckless endanger-
ment.” vnd Mr. Dngfirrty.
"And. 1suppose if sou mtrn-
liorilly slxil a te.tlie r««rxrt
directly al sorr.ror.r it vieLd
bo called avvauil in L«
fourtn degree.

If your lirrworxs start a
fire sou cosil? be re»d ac-
rountab.e fur Lie expense of
ext.cuisrung me blaze, said
the chief.

“You can be shpo-I with
fSe bill from the fire depart-
ment (either local or
statel.” he said. "That could
bevery expensive."

How expensive would de-
pend on things like time, per-
sonnel. and equipment reed-
ed. but last year a Kenai
man was sent a Dept, of
Forestry bill for JI-f.fM)
after a fire he caused was
put oul by state fire fignten.
Although fireworks were not
proven to be ike cause, it il-
lustrates the possible con-
sequence;. According to
Tom Marock of tre Alaska
Slate Div. o' Forestry. th:i
case is in the hanos of the
slate Attorney General

IUitwrt I'urcell, fire sta-
tion manager, said his
department is not looking to

i fireworks altogether,
but rather to encourage peo-
ple to u%e them wisely.

Itisa crime to fail to con-
trol a fire, he said, leading to
a charge of arson in the
fourth ucgrce. Hut. he said
that while it is theoretically
criminal, peop-e wno start
fires by accideak are net
generally charged unless in-
vestigntmn shows "obvious
gross disregard” for safely.

He dors not want to
discourage people from
reporting accidental fires (or
fear of costs, he ad Jed

"In extreme caves, the fire
department has the option lo
go tocourt to recover costs.”
he said The same option ap-
plies to neighbors wnor.e pro-
perly might have been
damaged.

lie Mid coats for even a

small biaze can run into hun-

dreds of djiurv arJ a
substantial l.re into tre
thousands

Acccru.r.gto V.r Vartx a
I *1 fire at Mile 101 Stcrnrg

Highway wrwen stale
trr»;>rrs  determined was
causes by fireaorkS. cmt

S» OkJto extinguish No ar.e
was sent the mu. rowever,
because r~nce ceu.a r.it
discover who had started '-he
fire

"We look for
grow reri gence." ia.d Mr.
Purcell Hesaid it has intera
case wnere no reasonable
pervm luve «ibsni
Situauon to uanRtroua ifv»iu
caused a fire

"We all know accidents
happen,” he said. Those
tunes of fires, even if touch-
ed olf by fireworks, are
ummely to craw a bill ter
services from the depart-
ment. Butitis pnss.oie.

Eacn year, the cortrover-
sy comes before the Kenai /
Borough Assemoiy. but so
tar its members rave r.ot
passed a ban cn Lie use or
sale of fireworks. One
asvemoiyman recently, ex-
pTtsaing a commonly heard
sentiment, said he was
bound and determined to
preserve the ricr.t of every
Amer.can kid lo be abvle to
setoff ms own firecrackers.

a eate cf

Arguments made during
dcoate rave sucgated that
Lhere are no cases of fires
wnch are directly linked to
L-» uvr of (.reworks. Mr.
Purceil vays trat is just plain
WTtITg —_—

"\S e know of sev rral cjsx-s
where fir**s have bceo
iar:**d with fireworks." he
sa.d A t>:lfie rocket caused
a gravslire on Diamond
Rigge a couple of*years ago.
ar.d anoir.er acxet ignited a
L*ce in Anchor Point, said
Mr. 1*urcelt.

“Then just 4 few weeks
igo we put out a car fire on
East End Road which was
caused by fireworks,” he ~
stated.

On Monday, a fire at Mile
109 East End Raid was at-
tributed to children playing
with firev.oi ks. accoromg to

Homer Fire Dept,
xpokeswoman. Another
along the Kenai River on

Monday u&s also licked to
fireworks. -

Mr. Iurttll said @ group of
fire chiefs from around the
borough have tried uasuc-
ctsafully during the last
inr~r >p«r» lo ban the sale of
fireworks in th«; borough.

"We even looked at tying
the use of fireworks to the
fire season danger level." be
said That would have bann-
ed their use whenever there
wasa “no burn* alert. “That
was blocked.” he added.

"We have no interest in
banning fireworks
displays," he said, "but WE
dnwant lo prevent fires."

The slate statutes that ban
shooting fireworks where
things grow docs allow them
in certain safe areas, and
Mr. Marok encourages peo-
ple lo go there for their
displays.

lie suggested beaches on
Kjchemak Itay and Couk In-
let. over large lakes, gravel
pits, and large plowed fields

"I want to emphasize
‘large," " he said. “Some of
those devices can rrallv

travel."” A~
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111'HK  Stmnf on lhc tripplmne
1’0" Opportunities

In'rrnilion.il steel building
0 xniifarlutri awarding ileah'rxhlp
in.nad.dde an as s<*“n Great profit
1 ntnl in an expanding industry.
| @ appiir.ition call W'cdgcor 1303)
7.932n) Ext 2403.

Ind'prnd'nl Tire Dul/ibulorshlp
Vv.uhMe in the Juneau Area with
Mihixive fights Car load prices
«-*ddite I-IHI feattle Rank Llie*
<’tCiiilit fi%iuirnl July 15th Is
d. idline for 84 85 winter lire or*
*hr Contact Ala .Van Distributor (i.
al37M 121. Wasilla. Alaska

<

Miscellaneous

(

I>rmd nrw Linroln 225 amp flirt,
welder 229 volt single phase. 789-
U

tilio i mihi . . e Foo ¢ ... .n.mun.nrf «,HU » ».u«l' T*MC[r il[I] W*JIli.14 t«
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Sl “T13A»d B 90z iivaiiiMH a.Msm.ixa Wb Tev maad '” {DMFHBH ftio.w
11.  MisccManeous 1. M ucl’jrifoul 14. Pets and Supplies 16. Manngaéal?ig%ent 20. Trucks el5

Private parties, catering, special or-
ders. dine in or lakcoyi (.nine and
meet us THE [I1KNOVATION
PANTHV 120 2nd St. S"414G

Uirthda) Party horsrndrt & bejtin*
nmg lionr rnimg ifHtnicllons. I'm
hu nerd & have 2 rrcutcrrd Quar-
ter hone*. All agij wrlrome 729-
2204 Honda Rentals: ATC's, Ullen,

Couch, love seal, an I ctloman J40p, [renerateri,  leg splitters,  water
19 SyUania color TV {500 Fisher  PUMPs HONDA HUT 7890946
slerro IAM. F.M . Turn table,
ras« Me. ZLtrack>>100 TQ9 152

3 ton eommrreial floor ja* h 132 12-
8' llofrtu nt fixtures uith bulbs 120

Org.iniied bookkeeping saves lime
anil  money Contact NANCY
WIGGKN UOOKKEKPING AND
CONSULTING a  pcrsonalircd
txxAkccpmgservice Call586-1W5

ca Pam washer **iih circulating

pump SIPO or flO 4 storage rup- FIREWOOD sawmill edgings
boards MIS and 2145 Jenny HWord in 2 cord loads, you haul
steam cleaner. uec) less than 12 for 120 pick updnick) 7WK-C3B.
bn 1'(«m OI10  Large wood \ingita 101 pholo ropier, 1400 or

storage rabincls 130.789-7220. best offer. 580-36508 lo 4 39

PKOhKSSIONAL LANDSCAPE"  \MACIIKNTAN7.. "Ir.to the Home

will trade ser\ic« & material for  gyreli hrr". H500 custom framed
home or apartments rental 799- 7g97219
338l .

For the b»-st In Birthday cakes -
4x5 “"crown” graphic. 2 lenses, rliocohle. canot cr yellow. THE

RENOVATION PANTRY 120 2nd
St 5*6 4Hf.

rangefinder. rollfilm bark. [ilm
hol-Irn, carrying rase, more «1150.
5x7 F.wimx! enlarger. ICI mm lens,
cold grid bmp *[350 Uolh 1700.
58071539 excnmgs

Hazardous tree falling, land clear-
ing Insured, experienced, ref.
available, free estimates 789 5025

Money loaned on small items of
value Com Center 789 9785

RANGE: Caloric Electric double
) nU13'VvD?, 7TA9IIYt7i(ii, MJtuimem™*
VIi'y Wirm | way plow w/nintrols  porary worka. Available June 26 lo
Amounting br.uki i< Sitx mggle or julv 20 by arrangement only. 789-
dual axIr dump Iruik 7PJ 13 plr,,

Men s letter laike*J IKuie 42 lone
atkmg 1100 Leave mc'ugc B5*
5325.

4th of July Kircwoiks to order Rt.
Hot 319 Kelihikan Phone225-4211

GOLD CIHIEEK SALMON DAKE

Every night, 530 til 9.
Ve iiis

[Pets and Supplies

I;S\Kt flrgistcred black and chocolate
labrfllorc pups. Proven hunting

0r 755-2932 s\* and field trail champion linos
J.hlc. Jur,e26th Call 556"2222 -

) £*29. after 6 -5806602.
TO PSO iL tin khntv of all kinds, alxo Afnelan

dingx. Call 789-7253 SWAMPY
ACHES.
AKC lIrgislcred coiker puppies 8
mo old. blark/tan ready to go.
Days 789 7970. eves. 789-38"0.
4 >r. old male Great Dane, fawn
color, needs room to run. 772*3951
Petershurg.

Tilll good stuff

7110-0177

“Look nt tlir rcsl,
lkon lLuy tlic licsl"

Yearling Nubian nanny goat for
sale 135negotiable 7830051

IS. Aircraft

K

EDO 2370 floats rrrrnt rebuilt,
riffed for Cessna PVip'959 Ernie s
Aircraft Servire 7f.82646

CI17516011 P Lvc .c/s prop. BZdIT,
factory new engine, dual na*
comnx. transp. EGT. CRT. Rrernt
paint, int. Lrg. nose
fork/whl Kxrint slprt field. Just
annulled 789 9016 x-vos

19« CITAImiA TECA. long range
tanks, new paint, fabric <1974 110.*
500. 1977 CI72N 180 IIP AVION,
convrnion 69? hn., TT, frnh an-
nual J28«C0; 1911 C152 118.000,
1981 C172HG. full IFR. tip tanks
147,000. 1981 C172. lull IFR K5.-
000. TAYLORCRAFT  155.000;
1931 T 206 AMPIIIII PK 3500, King
IFR. and (ip tanks, payloadef
=eats, ItnhrrLsun MOL kit. marine
.who. 300 hrs. TT fjl.500. AIR
CENTER. 789 2737

16 Goals and
Marine Equipment

MUST SELL 1B] Lund Sklff EZ
e»i» Wk n Xlrrmrv

Good stock of Achilles inflaMles

Surprise w/cach and every
purchase through 15, June. 785*
9490.

30" Willard Vega dimel crulxrr.
Loaded w/equipment A elec-
tronics. Perkins riirscl uses 12 gph
cruising at 7.5 knots. 139.0X). 364-
2472,

lirasy built
vessel. 32 1.
2HT76

27" F.ricsen slov*p. 1975,3.tails, nrw
Al/'rulr 4 engine, falh. VIIK, ci-
crllent condition, drydockrd 177,
50i) Contact Air Marine Harbor,
Ketchikan 247-2282. or owner 211-
874-4048.

fiberglass  filing
dinct engine. 586-

For .Sale 13" Uoitem Whaler, fair
cnr.dilion Phono #576-2784

NORDIC TUG the 1u*ury crulxrr
lliit offrii cunifurt, safety and
superb cvunumy with its dirscl
pvi«r We* have a demo boat here
m Juneau for you to try out. Call
Kent F.ifcfximm at V 12314

1979 Gruman Van. all aluminum.
30.000 mi. ton. excellent condi-
tion 739-4710

1973 Toyota landcruiser Warn
winch, additional set of 10x15 tires
Seen betl I yean IAX)crb/o 789-
4317 after 6 00

1971 International single axle 5 yd,
dump truck, xn up w/5Ih wheel for
traelun 789 1364
1981 Chev

raxxrtte 4-ipectf. 31.000 mi,
HDST? ja:/y) 5864718eve.

1976StOri W'e«nnn» new tranMiiis-
Sion, rebuiCO | Hew brrkrs.

MOMGLUE PIMPS
Thermoplvxtlc
Lightweight, ideal for
marine. h>*mror commercial
Al'315 - Pa".CO'Ogph
365 Ibs. *1287
AP320-2 '84<Ogp)|

T. 4x4. AMKM.
NO

s.-1
TANNEAIS Svc. Center 364-2434  good body. wepm &
Wrrkendl.
1973 Fiberform 22'k' Express. new 1.‘97101l\'<|/1ac 1(800.10 yd , dump truck.

170 Volvo. CD, DF. swim step, 1931
Galv. K-Z Loader, lots more. 739-
0901 rtrs.

197B Glax.xply Cuddy 251 Volvo
2801/0O, w/G.ilvirmed trailer. VIIF
A CR, Alaska wall, cabin heater,
stove, sink, 120 gal fuel cap., 30
water, and many other extras. 17,-
000WO UP 789500

1983 Wooldridge 1S 4 Hive Run-
ner, equipped w/outboard Jet In-
take, walk through windshield,
complete canvas, CB enmpaxs,

1934 JrepJ29.*v ton. P/U. 4x4. ryl

ewarranty, w/hle lime rust prrwf-
ing. only 5.000 nil. cap sliding rear
windows. (<V hchts. brush guard,
AM/KM cassette stereo, heavy duty
equipntrr  throughout, locking
hubs. Li* or §OQ0 Will sell for
114.500.71)6452

1978 Jeep Cherokee, 4x4 789 9393
evenings.
1975 Dodge 2 lon stake. Ex cond.

................................. ui 0 iimij_g*»ivm
«UTtH  «f<l I||UOJ 0011 le) fpd eu tJ Moun ui'u .qoe*
»M| 10 lu'H Tlut afrq/rl fI«J£ Iraq wnnqn
Teou»f Jeau MI- *ue™ *roprixg txn/or?l poox-aoasvw .

XA uiooifMg C paMtrunufl * *3ru *noq td« RR 1 jnqruiM

ZCV>MII*D uigJiri
* )p qaap/w 'axoixprmw )iun gawT
ANUv.O!

*
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27. Autoi for Sale .
T-.]

SUfiIAHU wgn 1973, fml whldr.5
gd w/4 Itd tire & runs 12100

VI rra rare jew»*. vu-w lut
with access for building J35.000
Kirsten 364-1176 or HOME TEAM
5362500

Haines 2 foil in Mud Bay aira
36 45 ar Hard frontage w ra-
dllrnl sie» Terms avail B&ﬁ
Vo<V, Akr<3] HWUH) J22

THANE HOAD uphill lot. 211
a«rcs One <fJuneiu s better hra-
turns An excellent prim at WOCO

1981 VW Rabbit, for sale Low
mileage, no rust, rum well. 13550
586-1058

1983 Ford llrop.ro. Very clean nnt
pro-f. cold weather package. 111.-
on 789-7869,

Nova Renovated 41W0 miH 12f -

04 OUY) 5162768 ovm/785 204 OME TEAM 596 770
* / 789 9(419 ji-.X.
T ogel 769 % M-XVE | ET 5 MAKE A DEAL' We have

targe tuts near town for tale or
trade If you have a ear. boat, or
whatever, bring it in and lets
tinker We pr-tft ly sell the land
Ilirsr are rhoiip building sites,

19820hls Lowmihs 57*>284t

1583 Firehird TransArn good rundi-
linn  An awesome dnsiuf m.itlune

A

Peu;son?blf)e(toff;?"afte:l-g'(g?rz 7% more than an are. mth larg*- irrc<

103 and imrediblr vow* (.all Ohm
. Manly Iteallors Inr 79 ir<A

1931 Audi 5000 llo-srl 4 Dr. 5 .

xpHxti. low nnliMgr Ext client con-  For Sale: a*res of mineral

dition jP.or.VtfafierS claim igoldi 14135

GOODIlUY: ISM Ford Granada. 4 HMI. I'HOPr.ilTv. ALONG THE

tmr A/T. P/D. P/S G« condi- DDEGLAS ~ HIGHWAY Hraih

tion. low mitcafx, snow tirrx 780- Side hc.iuhfu!

view SLAHDAHD 5*6 2266

CIILKAT LAKE f¥ow is the tin.e
to buy yoursell that spxsixl
Getaway -pot* We have seven!
propertim available whirh olhr a
view, that pnvare spjrr, and OW

6912after6pm nrwexkends

1581 W pitkup dirvcl with Gem
Top. four mounted xnow tirrx Call
789 0259 evenings and weekends

1930 Honda Accord, excellent eon

MOW LEASING

CLASS A COMMERCIAL SPACE
(Rolail, Profejilonal)
8585 Old Dairy Road

— 19,000 sq, FI. '

— Fixed Rale leases

E3

For Complete Details
Coll Alan lolliam—

“586-2896™
789-1366

— Ulililies Included im. iiCoi.ii

-



Seattle PosMntehigencer Monday. JuV 11 19H3 AS Fire statistics and figures on fireworks' injuries compiled hy
hospital emergency rooms capture only a smali pjrt of the madness
that now surrounds the Fourth.

Th-v do not recount the terrorireu pets that must bo iranquilited
over the niliday, the senior citizens who feel like prisoners in their
homes. Ihe nights of sleep disturbed by thoughtlessness, the trashed
city parks lhat take days and dollars lo dean up rlterward. 1

Nor can the statistics capture the emoponal mindset that now has
t h e F 0 u r t h come to characterize Ihe Founh. More people than one could have

imagined are using ihe Fourth as an excuse lo unleash anything

=L et " s m a k e - %

explosne lhey can gel lheir hands on. Including practice grenades
smuggl'd lrom Fort lewts.

s a f e a g a 1 n - Open season for bozos with bombs Long <>

Street-comer sales of stronger fireworks have produced such a
soundscreen ol noise in every neighborhood that Ihe thinking of many
fireworks users seems to be: Who'll possihly notice *hen | set oil my
illepl .'f ids cr ucrse.1 Who'll e\er Luulthe diHeri'nce'l

Thus the liberalized fireworks law has removed Ihe past societal

It- Is suppos'd to be a celebration of democracy and ihe nite of
law. bui it has instead beco le something lar dilterent:

A license to act like |etks and juvenile delinquents, regardless of
age. race, creed, sex. national ongin or social position A license to
endanger life, flaunt liberty and pursue craziness. A license to matte
an utter mockery of what was once a solemn American holiday.

The Fourth, of July has become a nightmare, a debauchery with
explosive devices, an excuse to inflict gonto outrages on the entire
state for 10 days. From normally peaceful La Conner lo normal;;,
quiet Queen Anne, the silent majority is
being abused by a noisy minority, a minor-
ity that sees the Founh as an excuse (or

pressure agamsi ihe use of illegal fireworks and whatever fears there
were of gelling caught. Instead, n's become open season for bozos
with bombs, which is the new law's worst legacy.' '

Fire Marsnal Hanson spent last Monday in ihe battleground called
Myrtle Edwards Park and he seriously considered withdrawing fire
department personnel from the park because of fears for their safety.
Hansen also watched in horror as occupants in two Queen Anne
apartment buddings engaged in a fireworks' firefighl. shooting rockets
between the two buildings, while the rest of Queen Anno exploded wnh
enough fireworks lo remind many of Vietnam.

"It's gol'g to be a miracle if we don't have a serious fire tonight,”
Har _-n told an aide. Fortunately, thai "miracle” occurred. K

Members of ihe public were just as aghast. Thousands of angry
callers swamped the switchboards of Ihe Seattle police and fire

irresponsible behavior that wouldn't be tol-
erated any other time of the year.

The culpnt is clearly the state's fire-
works law, which the Legisbture liberal-
ized in a fit of naivete and greed last year.
The cure Is clearly a return to the state's
old law. which only allowed sale of July
Founh fireworks deemed "safe and sane."

« The honor stones have been accumu-

(ati the last E ths 1 i And there was one woman whose, plaintive call pul Imo words
ating over the last two Fourths In suffi- S
K 9 . . Jd]n fml what many others were thinking: "Enough, enough, enough. | warn to
cient quantity for a lengthy gothic novel.

departments, slowing (heir response lime and rav ing fears that
someone with an emergency lo report might gel only a busy signal.

surrender. Who in ihe hell can lake 1t?” " . -y
Similar angry cnes were raised last year, prompting the wide-
spread public assumption that ihe Legislature would return to the

There have been horror stones of needless property losses, including
the £330,000 Bellevue home burned to the ground last year when errant
fireworks ignited its roof. There have been horror stories of senseless

tougher standards of the past/ I m v Jj.-a V<
injuries, including a fatal stabbing in Seattle this year that resulted
after a neighborhood dispute over fireworks erupted in violence. Vldory for special interests
There are, also, reams of statistic* being kept by what seem to be Bui when Ihe Legislature finally considered the issue in March, the
the two main protagonists in this noisy batile. The fireworks manufac- cries had died lo a whisper and the lire department campaigners were
turers and sellers, who are reaping increased profits from this left to wage a lonely fight. They were outmuscled by fireworks'
intolerable situation, versus the fire departments, who are wasting lobbyists who stressed the J2 million in fireworks taxes that the
precious manpower trying to contain il. e . om « . strapped stale would lose with t relum to the tougher standards.
The fireworks lobbyists blithely say that (ire losses and injuries Chalk up yet another victory In this state for the sicclal li 'zrests
are not that much worse than they ever were and that many of the over (he public good, yet another fireworks' perversion of wi”?; the
losses result from illegal fireworks. The fire departments counter that Founh of July Is supposed lo represent. . As
things have gotten bad enough and that only luck and wet weajher The same thing threatens lo happen again next year. Time is on
have prevented far greater tragedies. * lhe fireworks industry's ..de since u's hard for the public lo keep
Fireworks cause sbt building fires :_ngry Idor monlhs. Fireworks lobbyists are beiier organized, bciler
inanced.

“The entire Seattle Fire Department was lied up all day on the
Fourth." says Seattle Fire Marshal Bob Hansen. "We had 91 (ires un
ihe Fourth.

“There were S3 grass and brush-type fires, including several that
were vety close to going out of control and involving buildings. There
were nine fires in buildings and six of these were from fireworks,
causing S162.000 in damage, more than three times the losses last venr
(H7.000).”

Bui as each year passes under the libcra'ized law. ihe stakes grow
higher and u becomes tougher to return to the past standards. In a
few years, pziple will think Ihis Ifrday Ueirut bombardment is the
way the Founh all ays has been, ihe way the Founh always has lo be.

Then it will probably lake some lemble tragedy, some loss of life
lo compel lhe Legislature to do what it should have done in HSJ.



ture for a recent publication." The
cloacogenie variety of anorectal can-
cer is the kind that has been
described in this population. Recent-
ly, Li and associatesl from the
National Cancer Institute described
two further eases of anorectal carci-
noma, albeit squamous, associated
with “m.nosexuality. In view of this
rarity and to facilitate future analy-
ses, | suggest that, in the future, each
such case in the homostxual popula-
tion be reported.

Another line of investigation would
be to attempt to reproduce the disease
in animals, perhaps by repeatec
applications of oil lubricants or semi-
nal plasma to an artificially trauma-
tized transitional doacogenic region
of the anorectum. It would be of
interest if either substance is capable
of producing the tumor and, if so,
whether this is in substantially great-
er frequency than a control group
that has. for instance, been subjected
tojust trauma to the area. The possi-
bilities are exciting and sh uid pro-
vide answers pertaining o future
prevention efforts.
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Graduate Medical Education

To the editor.—1 would like to
respond to an article in The Jolrnal
by Milan Korcok entitled "Medical
EdUCaUOn Prosperitas Intcmupta"
(1983:249:12). Dr Korcok seems to
lament that “"teaching hospitals,
faced with continuing cost con-
straints, might have to reduce the size
of the residency programs.”

In my inaugural address as Presi-
dent of the American Medical Asso-
ciation in June 1970, | recommended
that the four-vear in-hospital resi-
dency might be improved by substi-
tuting at the end of a shortened
in-hospital service a preceptorship
with an approved practicing physi-
cian. My recommendation elicited
consider.'l-; response—mostly unfa-
vorable. Those who agreed with me
did so by private communication.

Within weeks, | was invited to the
National Institutes of Health to an
international symposium on graduate
medical education. The attendees
from the European countries did not
initially withhold their criticism of
my recommendations, but by the end
of the seminar, as | stood my ground
and presented my reasoning, they
were my friends and admitted that
my proposals made sense.

2460 JAMA. May 13. 1983—Vol 249.

As | remember back to my medical
school days, | recall that among my
teachers were Kanavel, Curtis, El-
liott, and DeLee. None of these had
served the equivalent of a long resi-
dency nor have 1, in the intervening
£3 years, sat at the feet of more
brilliant teachers or providers of
patient care!

In my opinion, reductior of the
residency to two years of in-hospital
indentureship followed by two years
of supervised practice would do three

rtant things.
-vice with a competent precep-
ouM provide a decent wage to a
;g physician who. ten years after
high school, is 23 years old and may
have a wife or husband and the
prospect of ore or iw children. He or
she needs to go to v ,rk!

It would provide practical super-
vised experience outside of the medi-
cal halls of ivy.

It would cause a substantial reduc-
tion in the amount being paid by
insurance companies and Medicare,
thus benefiting almost all of those
involved.

Has the teaching hierarchy that
promotes ever-increasing length of
the residency become blind to the
tremendous wealth of teaching in the
outpatient world? The largest de-
mand for medical care is outside of
the hospital, so why not move the
young physicians out into the real
world of ambulatory patient care for
a few years of supervised learning?

Four and more years of in-hospital
servitude, in my opinion, is wasteful
of a lot of mcney and an already
highly schooled mind, especially since
the alternative.-sounds so sensible.

WatTia ng\' wo

Injuries From Fireworks

To the editor.—Effective in 19S2.
Washington state changed its law
governing the sale of fireworks dur-
ing the July 4 holiday period. Previ-
ously, only nonexplosive ground-dis-
play devires known as “Safe and Sane
Fireworks" were legally available in
the state, elsewhere than on Indian
reservations, where aerial devices and
exploding firecrackers containing less
than 50 mg of gunpowder were legally
available. This year, all three types,
except skyrockets and missile rockets,
were sold throughout the state. To
determine if this change in the law
affected the number of firpworks-
relnled injuries, we contacted 15 hos-
pitals in nine counties and asked
them to report the number of fire-
works-related .-mergency room visits

No. Id

for Jv te 23 to July 6, the period of
legal fireworks sale, for 1931 and
1932. The hospitals surveyed ar- iis-
tributcd  throughout  Was! *t
"'ate, and we assume that neitht
population served nor the numiv =~ ¥
emergency room visits for o'..r
causes increased substantially from
1951 to 1931 We classed the fire-
works-related injuries into five
types—eye injuries, burns, lacera-
tions, amputations, and other inju-
ries. We also contacted one large
fireworks wholesaler and asked him
to estimate the effect the law change
had on sales.

Fourteen (93%) of the 15 hospitals
contacted responded, and 11 (73%)
provided the total number of fire-
works-related visits for both years.
Ten of the hospitals provided a break-
down by the five categories. Ten hos-
pitals reported ar, increase in the
number of fireworks-related injuries
for 1982. The 11th hospital reported
no fireworks-related injuries for ei-
ther year. The total number of visits
for fireworks-related injuries ifl-
ereaved significantly, from 39 for 1981
to 88 for 1982 (P<.001, paired-differ-
ence « test). Most of the difference
was accounted for by burns, which
increased <n number significantly,
from W to 46 (>'<.001, paired-differ-
ence « test). The number of eye inju-
ries and lacerations also increased,
but not significantly, from ten to 15
and from three to eight, respectively.
No amputations were reported for
either year. Othe™ fireworks-related
visits increased significantly, from
one to five.

The w olesaler contacted estimated
that his vimpany sells half the non-
Indian reservation fireworks sold in
the state. The company’s 19S2 July 4
holiday sales were 21z times its 1981
July 4 holiday sales. It sold 160 mil-
lion exploding firecrackers in 1982
and none in 19S1. The wholesaler does
not know what effect the law change
had on Indian reservation sales.

These data demonstrate that the
1952 change in the fireworks law in
Washington state was associated
with a statistically significant in-
crease in the number of fireworks-
related injuries during the July 4
holiday period. This increase accom-
panies an increased use of firecrack-
ers and aerial devices made possible
by their greater availability. Other
states may wish lo consider our find-
ings before legalizing firc\ orks that
are not "Safe and Sane."

R HtMi VD
Wilson =
@ioecv 4O oM
Loltart



Original Contributions

m “Qdical ﬁ%c.riMati?)cn

>* e 33/W. 1084 VfltHt.Mo a*

Risk Factors for Fireworks-Related

Injury in Washington State

Lynne V. McFarland. MS; Jeffrey R. Harris. MO: John M. Kobayashi, MD. mpH; Richard C. Dicker, MD. MPH

¢ To determine the frequency and effects of and

risk factors for

firoworks-relatod Injury, wo Identified all 146 porsons who were injured by
fireworks and sought emergency care during tho 1983 July 4 holiday in the
Seattlo area. The mean charge for medical care for tho injuries received was

SS62; 7.1% of those Injured

required hospitalization.

In a matched-pair

case-control st 'dy, use of either of two fireworks typos— firecrackers or
aerial devices— was significantly associated with Injury (odds ratios [ORs],
3.3 and 2.9, respectively; 95% confidence intervals [Clj, 1.2, 8,5, and 1.2,
6,6, respectively). Also associated with Injury wero several fireworks misuse
behaviors, Including lack of adult supervision of children (OR, 11.5; Cl, 2.8,
100.6). V.'e concluda that fireworks cause serious injuries that theoretically
could be preventod by bohavioral changes or decreased availability of

high-risk fireworks devices.
(JAMA 1984;251:3251-3254)

IN 19S2, Washington State changed
its 1?-v governing the sale of fire-
works. Under federa'. law, fireworks
are categorized in( > three classes:
class A and B devices contain more
than 50 mg of gunpowder and are
illegal for sale to the general public,
and class C devices contain 50 mg of
gunpowder or less. The sale of indi-
vidual types of class C fireworks is
under state control. Previously,
Washington State allowed only >
sale of class C ground-display devices
(devices that stay on the ground,
often emitting sparks). However, in
1982, the sale of class C firecrackers
(devices that explode and make noise)
and some class C aerial devices (de-
vices that either fly or shoot projec-
tiles into the air) was legalized, but

From rtva Oeoanrrwii oi Ep-d*mwiogy. Unnmn.iY
of Wailwnglon (M| McFarland), and ina Dcpanmanl
of Social and Halim Sarvcaa. Omnon ol Maaim.
ottica ol Puw< Haanh Latxyatonal and £p-dan*oro-
OT (Dr KobaraaM. SealKo. and in. Dvifconj Ol F.tid
Stncn (Or Mama) and Surva-llanca and Eo*damc*
logc Stud.a (Or CXraO. Eoidam«K>gy Prooram
ONe#. canlara lor 0 naai. Conlrol. Atlanta

Rapnnl reouatll IO Dvmon ol Fiaid S.nncai,
EpdamtoiodY Program On<a. Canlara lor Otaaaa
Control, Atlanta. GA 30333 (Or Hama).

JAMA. June 22/29,

1984—Vol 251, No.

skyrockets and missile rockets re-
mained illegal. During the July 4
holiday that followed the law change,
we reported a doubling, from the
previous year, in the number of fire-
works-related injuries reported by 11
hospitals, from 39 injuries in 1951 to
88 injuries in 1962." In responsr to
this increase, in 1983, we conducted
active surveillance to determine ihe
number, circumstances, and costs of
these injuries and a case-control
study to determine risk factors for
injury.

METHODS
Surveillance

We identified all fireworks-related inju-
ries in King County (metropolitan Seattle,
population. 1.3 million | by active surveil-
lance of all emergency rooms and emer-
gency clinics open during the legal days of
fireworks sale (June 2S to July 6. 19S3). A
designated contact usually the
emergency room collected
demographic and injury information on all
patients. Injured persons weie counted as
cases if they had been admitted to an
emergency facility with an injury related
to fireworks and the injury they received
had occurred during the legal days of

person,
supervisor,

24 Fireworks-Rslalod Injury— McFarland et al

fireworks sale. We designated two types of
cases: those in active users (persons who
were using fireworks at the tirre of injury)
and those in innocent bystand* s (persons
who were not using fireworks themselves
at the time of injury).

After the patients were identified, we
mailed each a letter that explained our
study and included a picture of fireworks
types (for determining
caused their injury). After one week, we
v.iicli the patients, erified the age, seA.
and injury information, ’nd administered
a standard questionnaire au”tt the cir-
cumstances and costs of injuryl t rworks
exposure, and fireworks use behaviors. In
most cases, charges for medical care were
ascertained directly from medical bills.
We interviewed only the parents of chil-
dren aged 5 years or younger but inter-
viewed all other injured persons directly.

which device

Caso-Control Study

We conducted a matched-pair
control study by telephone. For each active
user who was a King County rcside it, we
obtained a control who was a King County
resident, had used fireworks during the
19S3 July 4 holiday but remained unin-
jured, and who was matched by sex and
age plus or minus two years. Controls were
contacted by a modified random-digit dial-
ing technique.1The first five numbers of
the injured person's telephone number
were fixed, then combined with two other
numbers obtained successively from aran-
dom number table, until a proper match
was found. Each control was Herviewed
immediately after completion of the corre-
sponding injured person's inter iew. As
with the injured per-ons. we interviewed
only the parents of ch.ldrcn aged 5 years
or younger but interviewed ail other con-
trols directly. We obtained informed ver-
bal consent from both the injured persons
administering the
questionnaire. When children were inter-
viewed. we obtained consent from both the
child and a parent. Injured persons and

case-

and controls before

3251



controls were asked identical questions
regarding exposure lo fireworks and their
methods of fireworks use. The question.
on fireworks use were designed to redect
the "customary"” use of fireworks and not
the circumstance that led to injury. All
interviews were performed by one person
(L.V.M.). and ali interview questions were
read in a standard manner.

Data Analysii

Differences in means for the surveil-
lance data were analyzed by Student's t
test for unpaired data. The matched-pair
data were analyzed in matched fushion,
and McNemar x‘ odds ratios (ORs), and
exact 95% confidence intervals (Cl) were
calculated,”and conditional logistic regres-
sion analysis was cirried out.' Differences
between the means of matched-pair
groups '.ere.nr'yzcd with Student's | test
for paired data. A significance level of .05
was used for all tests.

RESULTS

A total of 146 persons with fire-
works-related injuries were identified
in King County during the study
period. All 22 hospitals and ten emer-
gency clinics open during the July 4
holiday participated. Of the 146
injured persons, 126 (S6%) were ini-
tially treated in hospital emergency
ror.ns, and 20 (14%) were initially
treated in-emergency clinics.

The site and type of injury (Table
1) were available for all 146 persons,
while age and sex were available for
all but one person. Most common
were multiple injuries, followed by
single-site burns, eye injuries, lacera-
tions. and ear injuries (usually perfo-
rate eardrums). Isolated eye injuries
made up 16% of the total injuries;
however, nine of the multiple injuries
involved the eye, so that overall. 32
(22%) of the 146 injuries involved the
eye. Two of the multiple injuries
resulted in amputation (one of a fin-
ger and one of a complete hand).
Injured persons were from 2 to 64
years old; 72 (50%) were younger
than 16 ye'.rs. One hundred six (73%)
of the injured were males, and 39
(27%) were females.

We were able to interview by tele-
phone 113 (77%) of the 146 injured
persons. Of those not interviewed, 12
refused participation and 21 were lost
due to unavailable or incorrect tele-
phone numbers. Those persons inter-
viewed did not differ significantly by
age or sex from those persons not
interviewed. For the persons inter-
3252
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Tafcio 1.— Fire*ortis-Relaie<J Iniunos.
by S»te and Typo. King County.
W ashington, July 4 Holiday, 1983

Inlury Sit* No. Injuiad (*W)
Muitio** a** 57 (39)
Srngi# ftil*

Bum* 41 (20)
E.a 23 (10)
L*CtftttOni 17 (t?)

Ear C ’4)

Othar 2 H)
Total 148 (100)

Tafcle 2 — FireworVs-ReUted Injuries
end Hospitalization Rales, by
Responsible Oevico, King County.
Washington. July a Holiday. 1983

No. No. Hoapl*

Firework ¢ Injured tallied
Typa______ (%) (%)+
Ground d scUy 41 (36) 1(2)
Frfec/ackari 30 (34) 3 (8)
Aanal 26 (23) 2 (0)
Momomada A (5) 2 (33)
Pubi<c display 1(1) 0 (0)
Qir*< 1 (1) 0 (0)
Total 113 (100) 8 (7)

*Percent u nunber nosciai.xad d>*1©d by nu-1
ber irnured lime* tOO. lor a g.ven hfwomt t\:

« viewed, the mean time f- .ry to
interview was 25 d m the
telephone interne’ obtained

information on th  .”e of the injured
persons, their county of residence, the
charges for medical care they re-
ceived for their injury, the type of
fireworks that caused their injury,
and the circumstances of injury. The
race of those interviewed reflected
the racial composition of King Coun-
ty: 101 (S9%) were white and 12
(11%) were nonwhite.'

The county of residence informa-
tion allowed a population-based esti-
mate of the incidence of fireworks-
related injury during the July 4
holiday in King County. Of the 113
persons interviewed. 9S (87%) were
King County residents. Applied to the
total of 146 injured persons, this
provided an estimated total of 126
King County residents injured by
fireworks. The incidence of fireworks-
related injury, therefore, was 126 per
1.3 million King County residents, or
9.7 per 100.000 persons for the nine-
day interval from June 23 through
July 6. The information obtained on
medical care charges in-luded both
dollars spent and the «ype and
amount of treatment required. The

can dollar charge for ca, : for all
injured persons was $562 (median,

19B4—Vol 251, No. 24

Table 3.—Firowor*3*Ral«iled Injuries
and Hospitalization Rates, by Federal
Lagal Status of Device Causing
Injury, King County. Washington,
July 4 Holiday. 19S3

No. No. HotuN
Injurad lallxad
(%) (%)+
Fadarairy togal 66 (50) 2 (3)
1Uogal Y77 (19) 4 (19)
Unknown status 2*. (22) 2 (8)
Total 113 (0Q) 8 (7)

*P#rc#«ii ts number hospilaltxad divided by num-
ber iriju/ed times tOO. lor >grven fueworkj type.

$132), and 14% of those interviewed
requited care that cost more than
$500. (Sight (7% ) of those interviewed
reouir-1 hospitalization, for an aver-
age of .teven days. For these, the
average charge for medical ct.re was
$5,431 (met!" .n, $4,658). The other 105
(93%) injured persons were not hospi-
talized but required an average of2.4

"patient visits, at a mean charge of
2191 (median, $130). Twenty percent
of those injured remained under med-
ical care a month after injury.

The type of fireworks device re-
sponsible for injury was also deter-
mined for all 113 persons interviewed
(Table 2). Ground display devices
caused 36% of all injuries, 47% of
burns, 43% of multiple injuries, and
25% of eye injuries. Firecrackers
caused 34% of all injuries, 75% of ear
injuries, 42% of lacerations, and 35%
of multiple injuries. Aerial devices
caused 23% of all injuries, 44% of eye
injuries, and 42% of lacerations.
Homemade devices, such as lead pipe
bombs, caused 5% of all injuries.
Hospitalization rates differed by de-
vice type, ranging from 0% for inju-
ries caused by public display devices
to 33% for injuries caused by home-
made devices (Table 2).

We were able to determine the legal
status of 88 (78%) of the fireworks
devices causing injury (Table 3), If
the devices are classified according to
the 19S2 Washington law, 58 (66 %) of
the 88 classifiable injuries were
caused by legal fireworks and 30
(34%) by illegal fireworks. Nineteen
(22%) of the injures were caused by
devices "newly legalized" in 19S2. If
the devices are classified according to
federal law, 66 (75%) of the S3 classi-
fiable injuries were caused by legal
devices. The hospitalization rate for
persons injured by devices illegal

Fireworks-Relalod Injury—McFarlend el al
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(tfi) 2 0)
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Table 4.—Fi/oworks*Roiaied

Injunos, by Grcumstancos at

Tima of Iniury, King County.
Washington. Juty 4 Holiday, 1983

No.
Injured
Circumatanca (%)
M<suse cl da»icas
HoklIng m hand 35 (31)
Ahered device 12 (10
Rel*ghimg 9 (6)
Hil by thrown device 8 (5)
Exploding nade contavser 6 (4)
Misused aerial devices 4 (4)
HoraetHay 3 (3)
Carried *« pocket 1 (0
Malfunctioning devices 17 (1S)
Othar
Hd by aparka 16 (14)
Kt by car while avoiding
fireworks, etc 5 (4)
Total 113 (100

under federal law (18%) was six
times higher than that for persons
injured by devices legal under federal
law.

Information on the circumstances
of injury included the d»*ts and time
of day of injury, the nreworks use
behavior at t'ip time of injury’, and
whether the person injured was
actively using fireworks at the time of
injury. Seventy-nine (70%) of the
injuries occurred over the three-day
July 4 holiday weekend. Of the 113
injuries, 81 (72%) occurred before
dark and only 32 (28%) occurred after
dark. The fireworks use behaviors at
the time of injury are given in Table
4. Misuse or mishandling of fireworks
was the cause of 75 (66%) of the
injuries, while malfunctioning fire-
works caused only 17 (15%) of the
injuries. Holding fireworks in the
hand was the most common misuse
behavior.

Of the 113 persons interviewed, 97
(86%) were actively using fireworks
at the time of their injury, and 16
(14%) were innocent bystanders. The
active users were predominantly male
(78%) and older (mean age, 19.1
years), while the innocent bystanders
were more commonly female (62%)
and younger (mean age, 14.2 years).

Eighty-four of the injured persons
were active users fron King County
and thus were eligible for the case-
control study. Injured persons were
compared with controls for both their
quantity of exposure to fireworks and
their fireworks use behaviors. The
quantity of exposure to fireworks
over the entire July 4 holiday season,

JAMA. Juno 22/29, 1984— Vol 251, No.

Tabu 5 .- Risk ol Fireworks-Relatod Injury, by Dovtce Used, King County,

Washington. July A Holiday, 1983*

Flrework*. Type

Fvecrachara 19/6

Aenal 23/8

Ground d.sctay 13/13
*n» 168

Discordant Matched Palref

330.2.85)
2.9 (1.2, 6.6)
09 (04.2(1)

tcate 11001+0. centro* noi eaposed/case not e»pcsed. control eaposed.
tOdds fic*o from condlional logn'-c regression modal.

)95% conhdance intervals, precu-onfcajed

Table 6.—Risk Factors lor Fireworks-Related Iniu/ios. King County,

Washington, July A Holiday, 1983*

Olscordant
Matched Pairs?

Behavior
Not usually supervised Dy eduHS
DrinkingJ
PrligWing
Throwing
HokJ-ng in hand
Bending over to bght
Carrying m pocket
Others throwing
Exploding ma*de «ontairverj
Others dnnkjnf

«n*168 untess oinerwtse mdcated.

Odds Patio
(95% Confidence Interval)

Oddi Ratios (Confidence Intervalal)

2312 11.5 (2 8. 100 6)9
11/13 0.8 (0.3, 2.0)9
2713 B8 (1.8, 430)?
30/4 65 (1.2. 25.2)?
24/8. 4.7 (1.2, 180)?
39/0 40 (1.3, 12.0)3
2213 1.9 (0.4, 8.3)?
24/13 16 (0.6. 4.9)1
24/12 0.8 (0.2.2.5)
16/25 0.3 (0.1.0 9)?

(Case exposed. control not e«xposed/caso not eaposed, control eaposed.

lit toocl 15yean or younger, n-32.

fMcNemar cdds ratco, witn =net 95% conWonco intervals.

“It aged yean or otder. n -82.

?0dds ratio from conditional logistic regression modal w*th pr#cis*on-besed 95% confidence interywia.

as measured by dollars spent and
number of days used, was not signifi-
cantly different for injured persons
and controls. Injured persons spent a
mean of 841 (median, $24) on fire-
works, and controls spent $31 (medi-
an, $20). Injured persons used fire-
works for a mean of 3.0 days, and
controls used fireworks for a mean of
2.7 days.

Injured persons and controls did
differ significantly in their use of
specific fireworks types (Table 5). Use
of firecrackers had the highest risk of
injury, and use of aerial devices also
carried a significant risk. Use of
ground display devices, however, was
not associated with injury. A condi-
tional logistic regression model that
included all three of these variables
yielded similar results (Table 5).

The risks of injury associated with
various fireworks use behaviors are
given in Table 6. The highest risk wa3
associated with lack of adult supervi-
sion (asked only of those aged 15
years or younger). Other behaviors
with significantly elevated risk in a
univariate analysis were relighting
fireworks that do not ignite at first,
throwing fireworks, carrying fire-

works in une*3 pocket, bending over
fireworks to light them (instead of
approaching them from the side), and
holding fireworks in the hand. Behav-
iors that were not found to carry a
significantly elevated risk of injury
were exploding fireworks inside of
containers, accompanying persons
who were throwing fireworks, drink-
ing alcohol while =using fireworks
(asked only of those aged 16 years or
older), or accompanying persons who
were drinking alcohol while using
fireworks. A conditional logistic re-
gression model included the eight
behavior questions that were asked of
persons of all ages and excluded the
larental supervision and alcohol use
questions. Results were similar to
those of the univariate analysis; how-
ever, carrying fireworks in ’one’s
pocket was no longer significantly
associated with injury in this model.

COMMENT

We carried out active surveillance
of fireworks-related injuries via
emergency facilities in the metropoli-
tan Seattle area during the 19S3 July
4 holiday and found a substantial
number of expensive injuries. Our

24 FirewofVs-Rolalad Injury— McFarland el al 3253
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»eV «t/*
better. 1 would just like to saj
legislatOTftAill put if off andguijt-~rfTTIntil
someone dies®l”*hJriaio]*jaetT5ccurs. Why does
it always havejp,,

eentl
«

. m0 f <. jm

KW <V’ fOcl
Pourchot explarns frreworks bill

I would like to respond to the |naccurate

J

| | and misleading Jan. 24-letter by Louie March,-

President of the Alcika Fireworks Associa-

H'“OF'WOUId have expected-, the association
I president to have a better knowledge of my
bill.
read my bill or is intentionally misleading the
public.
House Bill 35 wpuld amend state statutes to

i',restrict' use and sale of dangerous fireworks !

statewide to tfectively enforce prohibitions

on fireworks a idy imposed by Anchorage

Fairbanks, Junt and Ketchikan.
House Bill 35: f

«Does not prohiut, as Mr.

o>{ -
March implies,

> the-J>ublic' fireworks display at Fur Rendez-'
Independence Day celebrations.,.

‘vous and
j These would continue to be permitted bythe

jstate fire marshal, Vi
" f *Does not prohibit, as Mr. March alleges,
the sale and use of novelty fireworks, includ-

o -

ing toy pistols and cap guns.

» + Does not prohibit cone fountains, cylindri-
cal fountains, sparklers,
;'and wheels. i\
Ve Does not bar, as Mr.
Y-ofmodel rockets and their propellants.
House Bill 35; . -

March says, the use

jrr eDbes prohibit the sale and unlicensed use
include fire-;

f'.dangerous, fireworks, which

His comments suggest he either has not !

t

illuminating torches
1 . *

—¢rackers, M-80s, and exploding skyrockets.

Increased regulation of the availability of
certain fireworks is similar to restrictions on
the use and availability of alcohol. Like the
misuse of alcohol,the misuse of fireworks has
become a significant public problem.

Given the above information, | believe
most people would agree that regulation of
dangerous fireworks is both reasonable and
necessary. House Bill 35 is an ffective resolu-
tion tr- this public hazard and nuisance.

fKk-if: - — Rep. Pat Pourchot
District 13

Energy subsidy proposal' aftz\ﬂ:ké/d_

Tte'Governor s lasx rorce, wnyh fecentiy
prdpdsed a costly plan for power/ ost fcubsidi-
zatior inMlaska will only increase dependen-
cy on government with no guaranteed] end in
sight to thatvsubsidy nor a plan to brc de
energ / withmmsubsidy.

A pasic assumption for/he successi of this
planlis the buildmg cf mifjor capital projects
needpd_ to keep theVA/vejfige.~tatewidtj cost of
powi r low buildin &ch as Susifna and
Brae ley Lake. r J

Ti e task force p -po”es that such capital
proj cts be financ entityy by tax-exempt
reve lue bonds. Hut, in J>muary C984 the
Ken co report prepared for tije Ch ur.ber of
Com nerce examined (he use tc x-exempt
bom s and concluded that, at the {r| ent time,
Susi ;na is noy eligible for tax-exe! it financ-
ing.

T< make ft eligible would requireEftLcfiange
in tnejuwv/r puchaae-tmd dullVIiy Imjtem to
meet fedejol exemptions. The second ipproach
requwe a congressional exemption wnich may
e difficult as Congress has been limiting the



FIREWORKS
FACTS

IS A TOTAL BAN EFFECTIVE?

There has been frequent discus=ion on the effectiveness
of total prohibition of the use of txreworks by the general
public in reducing the number of annual fireworks-related injuries.

The American fireworks industry, through the American Pyro—
technics Association, has long maintained that the controlled sale
and use of legal fireworks, together with a vigorous safety education
program, 1is the best approach to fireworks safety. Where legal
fireworks are not available, bootleggers and home manufacturers
produce and sell highly dangerous items with no qual-* - control or
concern for the health and welfare of the public.

The only statistically valid survey of fireworks ..Juries
is performed annually by the Bureau of Epidemiology ~ the United
States Consumer Product Safety Commission, through 1its National
Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS). In this system,
selected hospital emergency rooms are linked via computer to CPSC
headquarters, and all types of product injuries are reported and
tabulated.

The NEISS:)figures for 1975, 1976 and 1977 have ”“oen analyzed
to determine the effectiveness of a total can. States were divided
into three categories: Group 1 (states with a total ban on the
public use of firewor s); Group 2 (states permitting sparklers and
certain novelty itemsj; and Group 3 (states permitting at least
some type of common fireworks to be used by the public).

The number of states in each category, the percent of states
in eacl category, percent of NEISS hospitals located 1in each
category, the number of fireworks-related injuries occurring 1in
states in each category an", the percent of total fireworks-related
injuries occurring 1in states in each category were determined. The
results of this analysis are shown in the following table;

It can be clearly seen from these figures that there 1is not_
a reduction in fireworks-related injuries associated with the
adoption of a total ban on the use of sparklers and common fireworks.

Over 40% of the fireworks-related injuries reported to the
CPSC during the years 1973-1977 occurred in states with a total ban
on the public use of fireworks, and many of these were very serious

injuries from homemade fireworks and federally-banned large
explosive devices.



Regulation, public education and jupervision of children by
responsible adults are the keys to fireworks safety These
figures and other information has shown that prohibition does
not work, cannot work and is counter-productive.

(Note: Detailed injury information regarding location of
hospitals was not available for years past 1977.)

Type of Number of Percent Percent of Number Percent

fireworks states m of states NEISS of of total

law as of each with such hospitals firework injuries
1977 category a law, 1977 in category injuries in Group

Group 1 15 30.0 38. 0 311 40.7

Total ban

Group 2 13 26.0 31.0 232 30.3

Only sparklers
and novelties
all owed

Group 3 22 44 .0 31.0 222 29.0

Some or all
common fire—
works allowed

50 100.0 100.0 765 100.0



FIREWORKS INJURIES BY TYPE OF DEVICE
June 23 - July 20 Holiday Periods
1974-1980

Percentage of Total
Type of Device Estimated Injuries

N
(e}

Illegal explosive devices

w
o

Legal firecrackers

Sky Rocket

Bottle Rocket

Missile Rocket

Roman Candle

Sparklers

Cone or base fountain
Handle or spike fountain
California candle

Toy smoke device

Wheel

Other types of fireworks
Homemade devices

A W M O W O O w o &~O o N
N PO NN PO N Ol o o1 W

Public display accidents

Average number of injuries during the holiday period, per
year for the period 1974-1980 was 4,480.

Data from "Fireworks Injuries™ 1980. Report by Deborah
Kale and Beatrice Harwood. U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission Directorate for Hazard Ildentification and
Analysis - Epidemiology.



V.

FIREWORKS CONTROL LAWS

(as of 3/1/84)

States which allow Class C fireworks as approved
by enforcing authority, or as specified in law
(total of 26 states plus the District of Columbia):

Alabama Louisiana Oregon
Alaska Michigan South Carolina
Arkansas Mississippi South Dakota
California Missouri Tennessee
District of Montana Texas

Columbia Nebraska Utah
Idaho New Mexico Virginia
Indiana North Dakota Washington
Kansas Oklahoma Wyoming
Kentucky

States having no fireworks laws, except at county
level (total is 2):

Hawaii Nevada

States which allow only sparklers and/or snakes
(total is 8):

Colorado (sparklers) lowa (sparklers & snakes)
Florida (sparklers) Wisconsin (sparklers & snakes)
Illinois (sparklers)

Maine (sparklers)

Maryland (sparklers)

Pennsylvania (sparklers)

States which ban all Class C fireworks (total is 14)

Arizona Minnesota Ohio
Connecticut New Hampshire Rhode lIsland
Delaware New Jersey Vermont
Georgia New York West Virginia

Massachusetts North Carolina



ESTIMATES OF INJURIES ASSOCIATED
WITH CONSUMER PRODUCTS

July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981
Source: U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Product & Est. Iijbbbes Product & Est. I%j
Rating (in 1, ) Rating (in 1L,
%. stairs 763 26. volleyball 76
. bicycles 518 27. clothing access. 74
3. baseball 478 28. table/flatware 70
4. football 470 29. porches/balconies 8%
8. basketball 434 30. lawn mowers
. nails, tacks 244 40. motor scooters 53
é. chairs, sofas 236 50. workshop tools 40
. skating 225 60. sleds/toboggans 32
8. tables (non-glass) 225 70. roofing (& material) 55
10. glass doors/windows 208 80. automotive tools
H beds 199 . martial arts 19
. playground equipment 165 . Fans (electric) 16
13. lumber 151 . paper money/coins 14
14. knives & cutlery 140 . drain/oven cleaners 1i
15. glass bottles 140 130. furnaces
16. desks/cabinets 126 131. home cleaning equip. %
17. swimming 11? 132. pressure containers
18. drinking glasses 133. lockers
. ladders/stools 99 134. trimmers/small tools
%?. fences 99 135. chains
. soccer 96 136. high chairs
27 . cans 93 137. pruning equipment
23. bathtubs/showers 83 138. lacrosse
24. exterior structures 78 *139. fireworks
25. power workshop saws 76 140. boxing
* The fireworks injury estimate is for all types of

fireworks.

explosive

A significant percentage of this esti-
mate results from the use of dangerous,
items and homemade

illegal

"fireworks".



FIREWORKS CONTROL LAWS

(as of 3/1/84)

States which allow Class C fireworks as approved
by enforcing authority, or as specified in law
(total of 26 states plus the District of Columbia):

Alabama Louisiana Oregon
Alaska Michigan South Carolina
Arkansas Mississippi South Dakota
California Missouri Tennessee
District of Montana Texas

Columbia Nebraska Utah
ldaho New Mexico Virginia
Indiana North Dakota Washington
Kansas Oklahoma Wyoming
Kentucky

States having no fireworks laws, except at county
level (total is 2):

Hawail Nevada

States which allow only sparklers and/or snakes
(total is 8):

Colorado (sparklers) lowa (sparklers & snakes)
Florida (sparklers) Wisconsin (sparklers & sna
Illinois (sparklers)

Maine (sparklers)

Maryland (sparklers)

Pennsylvania (sparklers)

States which ban all Class C fireworks (total is 14) :

Arizona Minnesota Ohio
Connecticut New Hampshire Rhode Island
Delaware New Jersey Vermont
Georgia New York West Virginia

Massachusetts North Carolina



Hawaii

O Slate law permits fireworks of some type
0O State law does not permit fireworks of any type

cover)



FIREWORKS INJURIES

1981

Deborah Kale

Beatrice Harwood

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
Directorate for Epidemiology

Division of Hazard Analysis



FIREWORKS

Summary

Firework-related injuries have increased, albeit irregularly, since 1974.
The 1981 estimate, 11,400 injuries, equals the previous high of 11,100 estimated
for the Bicentennial year.

An annual study conducted during the Independence Day holidays indicates
that firecrackers continue to account for a major portion of fi ’ework-related
injuries. Injuries attributed to the more powerful devices, the /ederally banned
Class 8 firecrackers, appear to have decreased somewhat in recent years.
However, injuries identified with Class C firecrackers, a category which
since December 1976 has included both legal and illegal devices, have demonstrated
an increase over the last couple of years to a point above that estimated
for 1976. (In 1976 CPSC reduced the amount of permissible pyrotechnic charge
in Class C firecrackers from 130 to 50 milligrams, but their physical dimensions,
historically about Ik by fuinch diamerer, do not necessarily identify the amount
of charge), injuries associated with fireworks other than firecrackers have
also increased over their previous high reported during the Bicentennial year.

Fire deparfment dcta, which was reviewed from four stales for years
1977 through 1980 indicc+;s an increase in firework-related fires during this
time period. Unlike perscnal injury cases, which involved firecrackers more
frequently than other kinds of fireworks, house fire incidents most frequently involved
rocket-type fireworks, which usually ignited roofing materials.

Data from previous years have indicated that most injuries associated
vith both (federally) legcl and illegal fireworks involved misuse rather than
product malfunction. Moreover, injuries attributed to permissible fireworks,
from either misuse or malfunction, were generally minor, and did not often
require hospitalization.



Nevertheless, the upward trend in injuries and fires over the last
several years is discomforting. Even if the increase merely reflects
production and sales trends, the fact that fireworks continue to be
associated with a large number of preventable injuries each year is a

problem of continuing concern.



Introduction

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) adopted new federal
regulations for fireworks in December 1976. These regulations reduced the
amount of permissible pyrotechnic charge in firecrackers from 2 grains (about
130 milligrams) to 50 milligrams (.772 grains), and established various construction,
performance, and labeling requirements for other t- pes of fireworks.

The Commission monitored firework-related hospital emergency room
injuries during the 1981 Independence Day holiday period (June 23-July 20)
in order to evaluate the effects of these regulations. Hospital personnel
were provided with a chart illustrating types and sizes of fireworks (see attachment)
for the purpose of identifying the type of firework associated with each injury
reported to them during the special study period. This information was evaluated
and compared to similar data for the same time periods in 1974 through 1980.

In addition, fire department data from the U.S. Fire Administration
was reviewed for years 1977 through 1980 for possible trends in firework-related
fires.

National Estimates

Table | presents estimates of firework-related injuries for all years
since 1974. These estimates were projected from data collected through
CPSC's National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS), a computer
based network of statistically selected hospital emergency rooms located
throughout the U.S. In calendar year 1981, there were an estimated 11,400
injuries associated with fireworks. Firework injuries have increased, albeit
irregularly, since 1974, and the 19l estimate represents the highest level

reached, since such injuries peaked at 11,100 during the Bicentennial year.



Table 1.
Tocal Estimated Firework Injuries for
Complete Years and Special Study Time Periods, 1974 - 1981

Calendar Total Annual Estimated Injuries Special Study
Year Estimated Injuries June 23 - July 20 Period - Percent
of Total
1974 5,200 3,600 69%
1975 4,700 2,700 57%
,976 11,100 6,500 59%
1977 8,200 5,100 62%
1978 7,100 3,900 55%
1979 8,100 4,700 58%
1980 9,400 5,000 53%
1981 11,400* 7,000 61%

AEstimate may be subject to minor increase.

Source: National Electronic Injury Surveillance System, 1974 - 1981

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission/EPHA



Specific types of fireworks associated with these injuries were determined
from hospital emergency room reports received during the speciol study time
periojUil*ble 2 provides estimates of firework-related injuries by type of
Iéi*(la*vice for all years since 1974. These estimates were obtained by applying
the proportion of injuries attributed to each type of firework in the sample
to the total estimate of firework-related injuries for that time period. Injuries
from unknown types of fireworks were prorated according to the distribution

of known kinds.

Firecrackers:

The estimate of 3,500 injuries associated with firecrackers during
the 1981 holiday period was the highest reported for all years since 1974.

Class C firecrackers, a category which includes both legal and
illegal devices*, accounted for almost 2,200 injuries, as compared to
1,300 estimated for Class B types, which have been illegal for some
years now. Further, injuries attributed to the Class C devices reached
their highest point since the 1974 holiday period.

Injuries associated with Class B firecrackers continued an apparent
decline from their highest point of 2010 injuries, which had been estimated
for 1979.

+As noted in Epidemiology’'s 1980 report on firework injuries, size is
no longer a reliable indicator of the amount of charge in a firecracker, due
to changes in firecracker construction in recent years. Thus, injuries associated
with either Type A or Type AA firecrackers, as specified on the fireworks
chart, have been combined and discussed under the broader category of Class
C firecrackers. While this category therefore includes both iegal and illegal

firecrackers, further distinction between the two is not possible.



Table 2.

Estimates of Fireworks Injuries by Type of Device
(June 23 - July 20, 1974 1 1981)

1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
N = 108 80 136 162 180 *© 205 124 131
Tctal Estimated Injuries 7,000* 5,000 4,700 3,900 5,100 6,500 2,700 3,600
Firecrackers 3,500 3,330 2,550 2,700 2,240 3,440 1,520 2,340
Large (Class 3) 1,300 1,510 2,010 1,410 850 1,660 750 800
Small (Class C) 2,190 1,320 940 1,280 1,391 1,780 780 1,540
Other Common Fireworks 3,500 1,290 1,200 1,070 2,370 2,530 990 940
Spar® 7 ,rs 300 410 280 180 650 780 200 e 220
Cone ur 3ase Fountain 220 - 130 130 120 370 160 310
Handle or Spike Fountain - - 30 - 30 100 . 30
Sky Rocket 150 200 60 50 120 100 200 60
3ottle Rocket 660 340 130 230 340 440 70 30
Missile Rocket 150 - 30 30 30 - 20 30
Roman Candle 220 70 160 160 520 340 180 90
California Candle - - - - - - 20
Smoke 3omb 70 270 90 130 180 200 40 90
Wheel - - 30 - 30 100 40 30
Other 1,240 - 250 160 340 100 40 30
Home Made Device - 70 310 120 90 270 70 30
Public Disolav 270 220 30 370 230 90 250

*Column detail may not add up due to rounding.

Source: National Electric Injury Surveillance System, 1974 - 1981.

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission/ EPHA



Other Class C Fireworks:

Injuries were evenly divided between those associated with firecrackers
end those attributed to other common fireworks, both with 3500 injuries.

It should be noted, however, that over a thousand of t.'ie injuries, shown in

the "other" column for non-firecracker types of devices involved a "ground-
spinner” typs of firework, reported primarily from one hospital in the NEISS
system. Because this appears to have been a problem in that locale only,

and not representative of ~ national problem, the estimate of injuries associated
with other Class C devices may be artificially high.

However, even if injuries from this local device are excluded, a substantial
increase would be indicated from estimates for most previous years. Sparklers
and bottle rockets were the devices associated with the largest number of
injuries, with such injuries reaching their highest levels since 1974. For other
types of Class C fireworks, no readily discernible trends were evident, aside
from a peak in 1976.

Characteristics of Victims:

As in past years, almost half of the victims were under age 15, and about
three-fourths were under 25. About two-thirds of the victims were males.
Over one-third of the injuries involved the arm area, including shoulders,
hands, and fingers, and another third involved the head, including neck, face,
mouth, eyes, and ears. Almost 60 percent of the injuries were burns; another
25 percent involved contusions/abrasions or lacerations. The hospitalization
rate averaged about 9 percent for all years since 1974, with about 10 percent

being reported for the 198l Inaependence Day period.



Fire Department Data

Data from the U.S. Fire Administration was also examined for recent
trends in fireworks fires. As shown in Table 3, fire department data from
California, Missouri, Ohio, and Oregon was reviewed for years 1977 through
1980. While the number of residentia* fires from all causes remained fairly
constant or declined : 'ghtly (about four percent) over this time period, fires
started by fireworks increased about 17 percent. Each year, about three-fourths
of these fires involved the ignition of exterior structural components, primarily
the roof.

While it is not possible to specify from this data tha types of fireworks
involved, a special study sponsored by the Los Angeles County Q apter of
the California Fire Chiefs Association* does provide some of this information.
Of 382 structure fires repoi +ed by participating fire departments during their
June 13 to July 13, 1981 study period, 78 percent involved the ignition of wooden
roofing materials. Over 59 percent of the structure tires, and over 68 percent
of the structure fires specifically involving a wooden roof were caused by
bottle rockets. An additional 14 percent and 13 percent of these fires, respectively,
were attributed to other types of rocket devices such as sky rockets, missile

rockets, and rockets of unspecified type.

*"The 198l Los Angeles County-wide Study of Fireworks Related Fires and
Injuries.” Sponsored by the Los Angeles County Chapter of the California
Fire Chiefs Association and prepared by the Los Angeles City Fire Department

Information Systems Division. August 1931



Comparison of Residential

(California,

Year
Total, 4 States

1977
1978
1979
1980

Percent Change,
1977-1980

Source: Data
U.S.

Table 3.

Fires

Were the Form of Heat of Ignition

All
Fires

69,043
68,375
66,964
66,332

- 4%

obtained from U.S.

Missouri,

Firework
Fires

263
31T

390"
309

+17%

Ohio,

Oregon - 1977 to 1980)

Form of Material

Exterior Roof,
Sidewall and Trim

179
245
315
253

+41%

Fire Administration 1977-1980
Consumer Product Safety Coramission/EPHA

in Which Fireworks

Ignited

Other
or
Unknown

84
72
75
56

-33%)



Discussion

Analysis of specific hazard patterns involved in fireworks injuries is
outside the scope of the present report. However, previous studies have shown
that a majority of the injuries, particularly those that involved devices that
are permissible under CPSC standards, involved misuse rather than a product
defect. Further, misuse-type accidents with permissible fireworks generally
did not involve serious injuries. Few of the victims required hospitalized-care.

Nevertheless, the upward trend in injuries and fires over the last several
years is discomforting. Even if the increase merely reflects production and
sales trends, the fact that fireworks continue to be associated with a large

number of preventable injuries each year is a problem of continuing concern.
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FROM:

LOUIE MARCH

PRESIDENT AK FIREWORKS ASSOC. WAR * 3 1985

BOX 1292 f

SEWARD, AK 99664 T

224-3645

SUBJECT: HB 35 FIREWORKS

MESSAGE: | AM AGAINST THE AMENDED HB 35. | <« DO APPRECIATE THE
JULY 15TH ENACTIVEMENT DATE, BUT AS IT ‘AEADS NOWTHIS WILL STILL
RUIN US. AS PRESIDENT OF AK FIREWORKSASSOC.AND BUSINESSMAN, |
ENCOURAGE YOU TO VOTE AGAINST THIS.BILL GOING ANY FURTHER. THANK

YOU. .ote Lt o "vi " oEEEN, i *
EOM r- Os . 1 - it T -1 .o
Aol q 1134« iTru
-
Lo
A "t
J
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XXitit X if X if Xififif X if XX ifif X if ifif if X ititititifititititititX X it X X ititX it X X it X X ititX it X
if if

% DELIVER TO: TCJNU X
X it
X X
it ORIGINAL it
¥ SENT: 02/01/85 TIME: 16:51 X
« FROM: LIOBAR it
X SUBJECT: FINAL STATS. X
X PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 16:51 X
X X

XXXXFINAL STATSxxXx XFINAL STATSXXXXFINAL STATS-xXXXFINAL STATSXXXXX

DATE: FEBRUARY 1, 1985*
SITE/LOCATION: BARROW LID.
SPONSOR/SUBJECT: (H)SA/FIREWORKS*
—TESTIFY/OBSERVE

BARROW PARTICIPANTS:
1) BARROW HAD NO PARTICIPANTS *

TESTIFIED: 0 OBSERVED: 0 TOTAL: O
T/C STARTED: 3:15 T/C ENDED: 4:50

EOM



X DELIVER TO: TCJNU X

it it
X X
A ORIGINAL it
X SENT: 02/04/85 TIME: 10:39 X
X FROM: - LIONOM if
X SUBJECT: I-LB. 35 STATE AFFAIRS X
it PRINT DATE: 02/04/85 TIME: 10:39 it
X X

*#* FINAL T/C STAIS *xx

DATE: 2/1/85

~ITE* NOME, ALASKA_
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: H.B. 35 FIREWORKS REGULATIONS
LOCAL MODERATOR: ALTON AWALL'UK

TESTIFIED: B oo
NAHE/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

“G- 0--6-
-0- 0- 0--
IEX It X Xttt X it X X it X X it X X if it X X X X it it X X Xitit X X it it X it it X it X X it X X if X Xt X XAt it X if X X XX Xt X X XX X X X- X X X
OBSERVED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

ifif-if-if it WXt X It X ifF X itX it X X itit Xit if X X it X if X X if X X it X X if X Xititif if X X if X X it X X it X X it X X it XX it X X itit X X -XX X

TESTIFIED TIME START:
OBSERVED TIME END:
TOTAL



X if
X DELIVER TO: TCJNU X
X it
X X
X ORIGINAL it
X SENT : 02/04/85 TIME: 08:40 X
X FROM: TCGLN if
X SUBJECT: FIREWORKS T-C X
X PRINT DATE: 02/04/85 TIME: 08:40 it
X X

ititititX X if X XifX XifitXitifgeitit* it« itif XX X XXX XXX X XX X XX X X XXX XX X ifififititifif

DATE: 2-1-85
SITE-MODERATGR: GLENNALLEN-REBA
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: STATE FIREWORKS
1 TESTIFIED T-C BEGAN: 3:08
0 OBSERVED T-C ENDED: 4:55
1 TOTAL JNU MODERATOR Alib! DORIS

NAME ADDRESS-PHONE TESTIFIED - OBSERVED
XX Pt X X itX X it XititX X itX itit X X it X X X itit AAtX it X X it X X itX X it X it X itX ititX itX X it X X it XX if XX it X X if X X
1. RANDY SPECKELS NORTH STAR FIREWORKS X

SR BOX 226

COPPER CENTER, AK 99573



DELIVERTO: TCJNU @

#

X X
X X
X ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 02/01/35 TIME: 17:23 *
X FROM: LIQSOL X
X SUBJECT: FINAL STATS X
X PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:23 X
X *
XXXXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXIXKX XXX XX XXX XXX XX XX XXX XXX X

xXXFINAL T/C STATSxxXx

DATE: FRI. FEB. 1, 1985
SITE: SOLDOTNA
SPONSOR:HQU&E_XIAIE_AEEAIE;S
SUBJECT:HB,35i_Afcj_ACI_BEL.AIItIE_IQ_SIAIE_E:ili'E!i!0liiliS

LOCAL MODERATOR :1J.b

XXXXXXUXXXXXXXXXXXXXREXXXXXXXXKXXRXEXXIEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XX XXX XX

TESTIFIED:........... e e e -— -
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1. ROGER HANSEN BOX 744, STERLING 262-6440

2. JOHN WILLIAMS BOX 1315, KENAI 282-4960

3. JASON ELSQN,PRES. AK STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSN., BOX 2712,
KENAI, 283-7666

4. FRANK ~ MULLEN,K.P. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, 43955 STERLING HWY,
SOLDOTNA 262-5612

5. PAUL WROE, BOX 3133, KENAI 262-5280

XX XX XXX X K XX XX XX KX XX KX IX XXX XXX XXXXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX KX X XXX XX XXX X XX
OBSERVED: NAME ADDRESS PHONE

1. MARIE KING BOX 257, STERLING 262-5626

2. THOMAS REINHART BOX 2487, SOLDOTNA 283-9338

3. BARRY THOMSON BOX 457, KENAI

4. ALAN PHILIPS/SOLDOTNA FIRE DEPT., 23150 STERLING HWY, 262-4792
XXXKXXX XXX KXXXXREXXXXXKEXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXX XXX XX XXXX XX XX XXX XXX
TESTIFIED: 5__ TIME STARTED: _3:00P
OBSERVED:, 4__ TIME FINISHED: 4:45P

TOTAL: 9



X a
X X
x ORIGINAL a
X SENT: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:22 X
X FROM: PAULA GRAY a
X .SUBJECT : F/ISTS FIREWORKS/I 1STA X
x PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:22 a
X X
aX X X XX GX X TX FAX X X QFFAX FFFFAX GX X FX FAFTFFFEAX X FOFX FAFCAX X X X X

xxx FINAL T/C STATS xxx

DATE: 2=Qi=85
SITE: FAIRBANKS
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: REGULATION OF FIREWORKS.
LOCAL MODERATOR: PAULA GRAY

OX OFX X CFOFX X X CFX X OFX X X X X OFXX OFX X CFORXOFX X X X X #X CFFOICFCFCFOR« camd gaX XX X X X X X X X %A X XX X X ¥X X X X
TESTIFIED:

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE
1*  HARRY NIEHAUS, PO BX 55090 N.P. AK, 99705 488-9328
2. BROTHER TOM PATMOR, PO BX 124, CLAM GLUCH, AK 262-5978
3. WAYNE GRIEME, 6230 GRIEME RD., N.P. AK 99705 488-3083
4. MARTON WuUBBOLD, PO BX 60773, FBX, 99706 457-7603
5. JOHN WARD, |FO BX 74233, FBX, 99701 455-6339

XXX XXXXXXXXXXX XX 5 XXXXXKXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX XX XXX FXXXXXXXXXX
OBSERVED: NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1* PAUL JURGENS, 2350 LORI LANE, N,r'* AK 99705 457-7603
XXX XXX F¥X X X X X X OFX X FAFFFFFFAFFFFFAX FAX FAX FFFFAFAX FAX FAFAX X X X X Of X X FAEX FAFX X

TESTIFIED: 5.... TIME START: SiiQLEtf
OBSERVED : __ 1 TIME END: 4j.4Q_E'tf
TOTAL: 6_.



* DELIVER TO: TCINU X
X a
X X
X ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 02/01/95 AME: 17:10 X
X FROM: TCANC X
X SUBJECT: HB 35 FIREWORKS X
X PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:10 X
X X
OX FAATAX X FAFTAAAX X GX FAFTAX FAX FAAFATX X X FAX FAX X X X FAX FAX G

xxx FINAL T/C STATS xxx

DATE: 2/1/85_

SITE: ANCHORAGE MAIN
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: HB 35 FIREWORKS

LOCAL MODERATOR: JEANMARIE SMITH....

XX OXXX XX XXX XXX AXX XX AX X TFAX AX X TX X TFX X AX X FAX GX XX X X TX X TFXX TFX X TX X TX X TX X GFX X AFX
TESTIFIED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

ROBERT HALL 1205 W 47TH 563-0672/276-02265

ROSS FOSBERG/FIRE CHIEF AMCH. 1301 E BOTH 267-4934
SAM NEAL PO BOX 6313 ANCI-I. 269-5491

ED RHODE S 625 1C*‘ ST. ANCH. 264-4364

THOMAS SPENCER 1409 NIIJNAKA DR. 337-2955

GOAaX GAX X X FATAEX X FX X TXX X X X FX X TX X TX X GFX X AFX X FAX TFX X FX X FXX TFXX TXX FX X XX X FX X X X
OBSERVED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

A C SCHALI-I/FIRE MARSHALL DPS 269-5004
LUELLA M SPENCER 1517 NUNAKA DR. ANCH. 3331036
TAX X XX OX X X X OX X GX X OX FAX X FATTAX X X FAX FAX X FAX FAX FAX TX X AX X TFX X FXX X X X FX X AX X X

TESTIFIED: __,5 TIME START: _, 3:00PM__
OBSERVED: ...2 TIMEEND : 4:45PM

TOTAL: 7
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X X
X DELIVER TO: TCJNU X
X X
X X
X ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:23 X
X FROM: BONNIE POTTER %
X SUBJECT: 2/1/85 T/C HB 35 FIREWORKS X
X PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 17:23 X
X X

Pt KH  ACER Foft XX XX )OEFoXEE A X X X XX X X XX X X XEX X XX X X X X X X X X X GFX X X X

xxx FINAL T/C STATS xxx

DATE: __ 2/1/85

SITE:  KETCHIKAN
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: MB 35 RE STATE FIREWORKS
LOCAL MODERATOR: _. JIJNE ROBBINS

XX XXX XXX B XK X X X e X e X e X XK e e K XK e X2 K e XK e e X e X e X e XK e e XK e 36 X XK - X X X K XX XX X X XX X XXX
TESTIFIED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1. J. RAY RQADY, 605 MAIN ST., KETCHIKAN, AK. 99901, 225-3551
XXX X XXX XXX KX XX XX FH XX XX KX XX XX XX XXX XK XXX KX XK X XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX XX XX

TESTIFIED: 1 TIME START: _3:00 PM

OBSERVED: o JE— TIME EIND: __4 :30 PM.
TOTAL: 1




XX itX XititX it X X X-X X X-2vW X JVX-X-A--AK -AX -itK if VWH-wwww k jva a-n .wv,va»k >aa NMNftrtftft

it it
x DELIVER T0: TCJINU X
X it
X X
x ORIGINAL it
x SENT : 02/04/85 TIME: 09:08 X
it FROM: LIOKOT it
it SUBJECT. T/IC HB 35 X
it PRINT DATE: 02/04/85 TIME: 09:08 it
X X

XNy vy Ny dtitititit Xitif-ititititit it-it-it XX it it Kit-itifit Xititit X X Xititit X it X X it X Xitit X it

-> jt*it* FIN AL T\C STATSxXitx

DATE: 2\1\8!5

SITE: KOTEBUE

SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT : HB 35 :FIREWORKS
LOCAL MODERATOR: SUSAN LIE, RES.LIO

Pt X XX Eit X X iEX X XX it X X it X X X X X it X X it X X it X X it X X it X X X X X it-X X it X it X X it- X X it- if-X it i-X it X X
TESTIFIED:

KOTZEBUE

©

AMBLER

0

PEXTEX X it X X X it X X it X it if-it-X it X it it X X it X X it if-it-X X X it it-X it X X it ie=X it it-X it it-X it X X X X X it i-X it X X it X it
OBSERVED:

KOTZEBUE

0

AMBLER

0

X X At X i1t X it-X X it X X it it X it X X it X itit X ititit=X X it X it X X it X it it X X it it-X itit X it X X it X X it X X it X itit X X it X X

TESTIFIED : 0] TIME STARTED: 3 =00
PM

OBSERVED: © TIME ENDED: 4:30
PM

TOTAL: 0

X XXX XXX IE M XX FEIEX X X X X



JANW VKVItww nww«-TVW VWWW IYWWw K WWW WWA'WWWW A- K IVWA WWWVCWWW WWWWWWW

X it
* DELIVER TO: TCINIJ X
X if
X X
X. ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 02/04/85 TIME: 13:29 X
X FROM: TCHOM X
x SUBJECT: FINAL STATS-FIREWORKS X
X PRINT DATE: 02/04/85 TIME: 13:29 it
X X

ItItX ifitifif XX Xit X X X X Xif X it X Xitit X if X X if X X ifit X ititX itit X if if X X X X itif itif X X if it X it

xxxX FINAL T/C STATS xxx

DATE FEBRUARY 1, 1985 .
Si 1E HOMER

SPONSOR HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS.

SUBJECT FIREWORKS

LOCAL MODERATOR: __ JEAN SCHROEDER

XXX X IEX X X XX X X Pt X ititit X itX X it X X itX X X XX itX X X X X it X X X itX itX X it X X if X X itX X itX X it X X it X X if X X itit
TESTIFIED:

NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1. MARC COWARTXKACH. LIBERTARIANS BOX 2173, HOMER 235-5405
2. DAVE BENTLEY 41955 SPENCER DR., HOMER, AK. 99603 235-7389
BEVERLY JONES, STAR RT. A, BOX 17, HOMER, AK. 99603 235-8637
OBSERVED:
NAN:/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

IFXIfEXXitititXitititX XitifitX itit X it X X if itX it X X it X X if X X if it X it X if it X X itif X it X X it X X it X X if X if it X X it X X if X X X

TESTIFIED 3. TIME START: _,3:00

OBSERVED TIME END: __4:45
TOTAL 3



HAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXIEEXXXXXXXXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

X X
x DELIVER TO: TCJINU X
X X
X X
x ORIGINAL X
X SENT: 02/05/85 TIME: i1:35 X
X FROM: TCMAT X
X SUBJECT: 2/1, HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS X
x PRINT DATE: 02/05/85 TIME: 11:35 X
X X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXTE XXX XXX XXX XXX X

xxX FINAL T/C STATS xxXx

DATE: FEBRUARY 1, 1985
SITE: MAT-SU LIO
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: HB 35, FIREWORKS___

LOCAL MODERATOR: MGBIIEZIifiBi

XX X X X X XXX XX XX XX XX K XX XX XXX XX YX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX KX X KX X XXX KX XX XX XX
TESTIFIED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

WILLIAM PEPPER, BOX 189, WILLOW 99688 495-6229
XXX XXX XX KX X XXX Ko X XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX KX XXX X KX X XKX XXX X XXX KX X KX XXX XXX XXX XX XXX

OBSERVED: ’
NAME/REPRESENTING = ADDRESS PHONE

XXX XXX XXX K XX XXX XXX XXX XXX XX XX XXX XX KX X KX XXXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX X WX XX X
TESTIFIED TIME START:

OBSERVED TIME END:
TOTAL: -1-



40X 40X X 40V:X 40X 4040X X 40X-X X X XX X-X X %X X-X X X X X 40X X 40X X 40X 404040X 4040X 1040X 40X X 4040

D D
X DELIVER TO: TCJNU X
X 0
X X
© ORIGINAL 0
X SENT: 02/05/85 TIME: 11:54 X
0 FROM: TCMAT 0
X SUBJECT: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS/HB 35 X
X PRINT DATE: 02/05/85 TIME: 11:54 D
X X
X X X 4DAX X 20X DX X X 4X 20X X 0DL0X X X X X X X X 40X DX X DX X DHX X X X X X 0X 04X X 40

-xxx FINAL T/C STATS xxX

DATE: FEB. 1, 1985

SITE: SEWARD
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
SUBJECT: HB 35VFI REWORKS..

LOCAL MODERATOR : JACKIE-CAIjJI'BELL

XXX DX DOXX X 0X DX DX X 40X XX X X DHX 404 40X X DX DX X DX 040X X X-A000X X DX DX X DX X L0X X H0X DA0X -DHOX

TESTIFIED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

LOUIE R. MARCH, JR.— BOX 1292, SEWARD 99664
C. DAVID BROSSOW— BOX 1242, SEWARD

DAVID SQUIRES— BOX 832, SEWARD

LEONARD WEIMAR— BO X 916, SEWARD

AWN

X 40X 404040X 40X 0 DX DX X L0X X X X DOLOLHDX X X 40X 00 DHDAOX 40404040X X 040X DX X DHX X DX 440X 40X X 040X 40X X 4040X 40

OBSERVED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1. JOHN GAGE— BOX 984, SEWARD

20X X X DDDA0XDDOX X DX X X DX DX X X XX DX X DX DHXXXXPXXXXXXADXX XX HDX X DX XDXXADXXPX XXX DX

TESTIFIED: _ -4 - TIME START:
OBSERVED: _._ -1- TIME END:

TOTAL: -5 -




XX XX X 4K XX XXXX XXX XPLXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXKXXKXXXXX XX XXX

X #
x DELIVER TO: TCINU *
L X
x ORIGINAL X
« SENT: 02/01/85 TIME: 16:36 X
# FROM: LIODJT X
x SUBJECT: FINAL TC STATS X
X PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 16:37 X
X X
XXX XXX XX XX KX XXXKX XX XXX XXX XXX XX XXX X FXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX XXX

X-XXXXX-X-XXXXXXXXXX%X DELTA FINAL TC STATS XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DATE: FEBRUARY 1, 1985
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: HB 35: Al ACT RELATING TO STATE FIREWORKS AND

TESTIFIED:

TESTIFIED: O
OBSERVED: Q

TOTAL: 0



VWM *nvaA,f«aAaaaAAa "AXAAXXXXXXXXXEXXXXXXX XXX XXX X @X XXX ¥X

* X
* DELIVER TO: TCJNU *
* X
* X
. * ORIGINAL. i(.
* SENT : 02/01 /85 TIME i6:54......... e X
* FROM: LIOKOD X
x SUBJECT: FIREWORKS T/C FINAL STATS X
* PRINT DATE: 02/01/85 TIME: 16:54 X
» X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXXX XX XX XXX XXX XOFAX FAX X X AX X aGX X O

xxx f-TNAi T/C STATS xxX

DATE : FEBRUARY 1, 198I5 _
SITE: KODIAK L.1.0. . "
SPONSOR: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS | —
SUBJECT: _ _HB: 35 AN ACT RELATING TO STATE FIREWORKS
LOCAL MODERATOR: LORNA,,.

XXOXTAXXAXXAX X AX XXX X FXX FOXTODX X X TFAX FAAAX FAX X X X X XFAX AFX TAX X FX X X X X

TESTIFIED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

aaadaxNO PARTICIP ANTS i0 TESTIF Y##dd* ax*

X @xx Aad@x x X] X CFX CFOFCFX CFCFQECFCFCFAECRX CFX X CFX X QX X OFX X X QX X
OBSERVED:
NAME/REPRESENTING ADDRESS PHONE

1.JOEL HAYES, BOX 1414, KODIAK, AK. 99615 486-5961

X X FAX AAX QCFX FAFFAAX AX X AX X FACFAX X AFAMAAAX AAACFAX X CFX X X X AX AAX X AX X OX X X X ot
TESTIFIED 0 TIME START: 3:00 PM
OBSERVED 1 TIME END: 4:50 PM

TOTAL 1



	HJUD14 HB 35



