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Febi uary 28, 1985 - Senate Floor Session, Special Order'

SENATOR VIC FISCHEF STATEMENT ON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:

Mr. President, one of the more preposterous situations in Alaska is 

that students can graduate from high school without knowing one single 

thing, without having taken a single course in Alaska history or Alaska 

government.

We have all sorts of requirements for graduation from high schoo1 . We 

require language, arcs, social studies, math, science, health and 

physical education, and the like for graduation. But we don't require 

Alaska history or Alaska government.

Mr. President, back in 1981 I introduced a resolution requesting the 

State Board of Education to consider establishing a requirement that for 

graduation every Alaska student take a course in Alaska history and/or 

Alaska government. At that time, I was asked by the Department of 

Education not to pursue this issue, "let the Board take it up 

themselves." Now, four years later, the situation is effectively still 

the same, though there is a change: since then, the Board of Education

has sponsored the development of text materials and film materials in 

the area of Alaska history and Alaska government. There are some very, 

very good textual and other learning aids currently available.

The Board did consider adding a requirement for Alaska history and 

Alaska government. They sat around, they talked about it, and they 

never reached a conclusion. At this point, Mr. President, Alaska
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history can be included under the rubric of social studies. However, 

social studies, which is a requirement, includes American history, world 

history, geography, anthropology, cultural studies, political science, 

and so on and so forth. But nothing directed toward Alaska.

My concern, Mr. President, is that if we are going to promote good 

citizenship, if we're going to have Alaskans v/ho are knowledgeable in 

the affairs of our state, v/e ought havf Alaska history and government 

as a requirement.

Mr. President, I have introduced resolution SCR 10 today with the hope 

that the Board of Education will pursue this requirement. Thank you.



Introduced: 2/28/85
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services

IN THE SENATE BY V.FISCHER

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Requesting the state Board of Education 

to require the study of Alaska history 

and government in the schools of the 

state.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS it is in the interest of the state to ensure the best possible 

education for its students; and

WHEREAS the state Board of Education currently requires high school 

students to secure credit in language arts, social studies, mathematics, 

science, and health and physical education for graduation; and

WHEREAS the state would benefit immeasurably from a citizenry well- 

schooled in the operation of state government and the history of Alaska; 

and

WHEREAS there are sufficient and adequate instructional materials 

presently available for school districts to utilize in courses on Alaska 

history and government; and

WHEREAS the future of Alaska will impose tremendous and increasing 

responsibilities on the leaders and citizens of our state;

BE IT RESOLVED that: the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the state Board of Education to adopt regulations requiring at least one 

unit of credit in the study of Alaska history and government for graduation 

from high school.



NEA-ALASKA
AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2 1 1 8  C U S H M A N  S T R E E T  

F A IR B A N K S . A L A S K A  9 9 7 0 1  

(9071 4 5 6 - 4 4 3 5

1411  W  3 3 R D  

A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 3  

(9 0 7 ) 2 7 4 - 0 5 3 6

147  S  F R A N K L IN  '2 0 7  

J U N E A U . A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1  

(9 0 7 )  5 8 6 - 3 0 9 0

March 7, 1985

TO: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chair

Members, Senate HESS Committee

FROM: NEA-Alaska

RE: SCR 10

NEA-Alaska supports the concept put forth in SCR 10 regarding the teaching of 

Alaska history in our public schools.

Regarding one unit referenced on line 24, we would encourage you to adopt 

language which would allow more flexibility in determining the amount of time 

which should be devoted to this issue. Considering the many other needs in the

area of history and social studies, we recommend a semester rather than a unit

because a unit usually implies a full year's study.

Additionally we recommend that at least two weeks or an appropriate portion of

time be spent on the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

We also commend the sponsor and the Committee for choosing to request the State 

Board of Education to implement such a program rather than specifically mandate 

curriculum through legislation. ----

Respectfully submitted:

Gayle (Fierce 

President

L 8 5 :12
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Approved by Commissioner: Harolt^Raynolds, Jr. 
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Office of Management and Budget
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FOURTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE

 ......  March 13, 1985
SCR 10

The State Board of Education would respectfully decline the request 
stated in this measure. The Board agrees that each school district 
should offer courses in Alaska History and Alaska Government. The 
Board, through its Model Curriculum, encourages school districts to 
provide Alaska History-related instruction at all grade levels, not 
just high school. However, the State Board is strongly committed to 
the notion that decisions on specific course requirements of school 
districts are best made by locally elected school officials.

POSITION‘PAPER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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April 4. 1985

CS FOR SENATE 3I LL  NO. 140 (HESS) was r e a d  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e .

SB 140 cont'd

S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  o f f e r e d  Amendment  No. 1:

Pa ge  6 ,  l i n e  16:  A f t e r  " s t a t e "  i n s e r t  " o r  a n
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  
a rmed s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  
o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  o r  w h i l e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  
s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  pay o r  o t h e r  r e m u n e r a t i o n  t o  a 
h o s p i t a l ,  c l i n i c ,  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e ,  o r  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  
f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e "

S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  moved and a s k e d  u na n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  Amendment No. 1.  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  Amendment No. 
1 was a d o p t e d .

S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n  moved a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m ou s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  CS 
FOR SENATE BILL NO. 140 (HESS) am b e  h e l d  u n t i l  T u e s d a y ' s  
c a l e n d a r .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  a p p e a r  on t h e  
A p r i l  9 c a l e n d a r  i n  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g .

SECOND READING OF SENATE RESOLUTIONS

SCR 10

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 ( s t a t e  Bo a rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  an d g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e )  was r e a d  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e .

S e n a t o r  Fahr on kamp moved an d a s k e d  un an i mo us  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Commi t ­
t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  a n d  new t i t l e  o f f e r e d  on  p a g e  5 86 .  S e n a t o r  Ray 
o b j e c t e d .

The q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l
S e r v i c e s  Co mmi t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  be  a d o p t e d ? "  On v o i c e  v o t e ,  CS 
FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 (HESS) ( s t a t e  Bo ard  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  s t u d y  
o f  A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  a nd  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e )  
was a d o p t e d .

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 (HESS) was  r e a d  t h e  
s e c o n d  t i m e .
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SCR 10 c o n t ' d

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 (HESS) was b e f o r e  
t h e  S e n a t e  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e .

The q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU­
TION NO. 10 (HESS) ( s t a t e  Bo ard  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t  l o c a l  
s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  and 
go ve r nm en t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e )  p a s s  t h e  S e n a t e ? "  The 
r o l l  was t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :

CS SCR 10 HESS

Ye as :  13 B e n n e t t ,  C o g h i l l ,  D e V r i e s ,
E l i a s o n ,  F a h r en k am p,  F i s c h e r  P a u l ,
F i s c h e r  V i c ,  H a l f o r d ,  J o s e p h s o n ,
K e l l y ,  K e r t t u l a ,  Ray ,
S t u r g u l e w s k i

Nays :  0

E xc u s e d :  A Abood,  Rodey ,  Z h a r o f f ,  Z i e g l e r

A b s e n t :  3 F a i k s , F e r g u s o n ,  S a c k e t t

and s o ,  CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 (HESS) 
p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  and was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  e n ­
g r o s s m e n t  .

CITATIONS

I n  Memoriam M a g n h i l d  Lee
by R e p - e s e n t a t i v e s  H u r l e y ,  Sund an d T a y l o r  

S e n a t o r s  Z i e g l e r ,  K e r t t u l a ,  E l i a s o n  and 
V i c  F i s c h e r

I n  Memoriam Gl y nn  Da vid  E v a ns ,  J r .
by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H a n l e y ,  P e a r c e ,  R i e g e r  a n d  B o uc h e r  

S e n a t o r s  Rodey,  F a i k s ,  S t u r g u l e w s k i  a nd  Abood

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  moved an d a s k e d  u n an i mo us  c o n s e n t  t h a t  t h e  
c i t a t i o n  c a l e n d a r  be  a d o p t e d .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  c i t a ­
t i o n s  we re  a d o p t e d  and r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  t r a n s m i t '  
t a l .

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

HB 273

S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n ,  moved and a s k e d  un an i mo us  c o n ­
s e n t  t h a t  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Co mmi t t e e  r e f e r r a l  on CS FOR HOUSE 
BILL NO. 273 (RES) ( e x t r a l a t e r a l  r i g h t s  o f  f e d e r a l  l o d e  m i n i n g  
c l a i m s ;  e f d )  be  w a i v e d .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  was so  o r d e r e d .
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TO: ALL L E G I S L A T O R S

FROM: M A G A R E T  G R E E N
1901 S P E N A R D  RD. 
ANC H OR AG E,  A K . 9 9 5 0 3 P H O N E : 2 7 2 - 5 0 3 3

R E : SCR 10- A L A S K A  H I S T O R Y / G O V E R N M E N '

r n * S r E: 0F S E N A T O R  V I C  F I S C H E R S  S C R  10, R E Q U E S T I N G  S T A T E

crnKSi C . R E Q U I R E  ALAi?KA N  H I S T O R Y  AND  G O V E R N M E N T  IN
SC H OO LS . L E G I S L A T Q R S - P L E A S E  F O L L O W  UP AN D C A U S E  THI S TO B E C O M E  A
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M A R GA RE T G R E E N

TO: ALL  L E G I S L A T O R S

FROM: MICKT S E X T O N
P.O. B O X  1 1 1 9 7 5  *
A N C HO RA GE ,  A K . 99511 PHONE: 3 4 5 - 2 9 4 3

RE: SB 163

T O B J E C T  TO SB 163. IT'S A T T E M P T  TO R E C R I M I L I E  M A R I J U A N A  IS 
A N O T H E R  F O R M  OF G O V E R N M E N T  C O N T R O L  O V E R  T H E  P RI V A T E  L P / I S  Of- 
P E OP LE . I T H O U G H T  T H I S  W A S  AM ER IC A , LA N D OF CHE FREE, NOT R US SIA .

J . iVr  ,
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March 7, 1985

I

TO: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chair

Members, Senate HESS Committee

FROM: NEA-Alas' a

RE: SCR 10

I

NEA-Alaska supports the concept put forth in SCR 10 regarding the teaching of 

Alaska history in our public schools.

Regarding one unit referenced on line 24, we would encourage you to adopt 

language which would allow more flexibility in determining the amount of time 

which should be devoted to this issue. Considering the many other needs in the 

area of history and social studies, we recommend a semester rather than a unit 

because a unit usually implies a full ye?v s study.

Additionally we recommend that at least two weeks or an appropriate portion of 

time be spent on the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

We also commend the sponsor and the Committee for choosing to request the State 

Board of Education to implement such a program rather than specifically mandate 

curriculum through legislation.

Respectfully submitted:

:cia>

L 8 5 :12
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S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 by S e n a t o r  Vic  F i s c h e r ,

R e q u e s t i n g  the s t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to 
r e q u i r e  the s t u d y  of A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  and 
g o v e r n m e n t  in the s c h o o l s  of the state,

w a s  r e a d  the f ir st time and r e f e r r e d  to the H ea lth , E d u c a t i o n  
and Social S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

'SCR 10 SENATE JOURNAL - PAGE 434- 2 2/28/35

SC R  10 S E N A T E  J O U R N A L  - P A G E  5 8 6 -  1 3 / 2 0 / 8 5

The  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and Social S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  
S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 (st at e B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  
to r e q u i r e  the s t u d y  of A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  in the 
s c h o o l s  of the state) and r e c o m m e n d e d  it be r e p l a c e d  wi t h

CS F O R  S E N A ! _ C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 (HESS),

" R e q u e s t i n g  the s t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to r e q u e s t  
local school b o a r d s  to r e q u i r e  the s t u d y  of A l a s k a  
h i s t o r y  and g o v e r n m e n t  in the s c h o o l s  of the state.".

w i t h  a m a j o r i t y  do pass. Th e r e p o r t  wa s  s i g n e d  by S e n a t o r  
F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r m a n  and c o n c u r r e d  in by S e n a t o r s  S t u r g u l e w­
ski, D e V r i e s  and Paul F i s c h e r .  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n  s i g n e d  "no 
r e t j m m e n d a t i  o n " .

S E N A T E  l.j N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 10 w a s  r e f e r r e d  to the R u l e s  
C o m m  i t t e e .
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D i s t r i c t Con ta c t

D a t e

B a c k g r o u n d : A bill has been intro d u ce d  in the l e g i s l a t i o n  to require one

uni t of A l a s k a  hist o r y and g o v e r n m e n t  for high school 

graduation. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is c o m p i l i n g  inf o r m a t i o n on w h i c h 

di s t r i c t s  alre a dy  have such a c o u r s e  e i t h e r  m a n d a t e d  or as an 

e l e c t i v e  offering, in o r d e r  to respond to l e g i s l a t i v e  inquiries.

1. Do y o u  requ i r e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r y  for g r a d u a t i o n ?  YES NO

Do y o u  o f f e r  a one s e m e s t e r  c o u r s e  as an el e c ti v e ?  YES NO

C o m m e n t s

2. Do y o u  feel t here are a de q u a t e  m a t e r i a l s  to t each A l a s k a  History?

YES NO

3. Can y o u  n ame any m a t e r i a l s  y o u  have found useful? YES NO
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