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(State L o a n s  w a i v e u  4/9)
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HEAL T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  

The Co mmittee on S 0 C I A L  S E R V I C E S h a s  h a d  SB 17

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  the s c h o l a r s h i p  l o a n  p r o g r a m  to 
s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

i W  

[ ]

[ ]

[ ] 

[ ]

do  p a s s  [ ] do  n o t  p a s s

do p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s ( s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS f o r  ______________________________________

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] n e w  t i t l e

A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] N e w  F i s c a l  N o t e

[ ] Zero Fiscal N o t e  Attached
r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to t he

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  

D O  P A S S

C o m m i  t t e e

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  

O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
/ v \ V  ,

  .



IN YOUR FILE

-A copy of HB 334 

-Staff memo on HB 334 

-Newspaper articles:

1) Asbestos Found in Infants' Lungs (AP 3/1/85)

2) EPA Broadens Base of Asbestos Threat

3) Carpenter Claims Material Unsafe



FROM: Deborah Niedermeyer, Ccmnittee Aide

RE: HB 334 forbiding hazardous asbestos in new construction

DATE: 15 April, 1985

TO: House HESS Coinnittee

Background

Asbestos-containing building materials are still being used in 

new public buildings. The purpose of this bill is to avoid the 

problems of asbestos by keeping hazardous asbestos Materials out of 

public buildings or building renovations which go out to bid after 

the effective date.

While many a ^estos-containing materials do not create dangerous 

fibers once installed, cutting and handling these materials during 

construction can create fibers which are not only hazardous to 

workers, but linger in the building as a hazard to the occupants 

after the building is completed. In some cases, the state must go to 

the considerable expense of removing the hazard.

This bill

1) Forbids the installation of hazardous asbestos in public 

buildings, (page 1, line 12)

2) Requires that bo_n state and municipal bid specifications contain 

a "no hazardous asbestos" clause arid requires contractors to sign a 

statement that this requirement has been met. (page 2, lines 5-11 and 

page 3 lines 7-17)

2) Requires the Department of Labcr to inspect for hazardous asbes­

tos at state building sites and allows the department to halt 

hazardous asbestos installation. Charges Labor with training state 

and municipal employees to do asbestos inspections, (paae 1-2, lines 

13-3)

3) Requires municipalities to make asbestos inspections of their own 

public building sites and allows them to halt the installation of 

hazardous asbestos, (page 2, lines 4-19)

4) Provides a definition of hazardous asbestos, (page 3 lines 19-22 

and page 1 lines 21-25)



 
...

. 
^i

uu
ic

iii
 s

oi
ve

u.
wow al

l I have
 to <lc -

 maste
r the

V
-'

EP
A 

br
oa

de
ns

 b
as

e 
of

 a
sb

es
to

s 
th

re
at

By Sci
ence D

igest 
Crumb

ling a
sbesto

s thre
aten., 

many 
more 

lives t
han or

iginally
 

though
t—it e

xists i
n apar

tments
, 

office b
uilding

s and p
rivate 

homes 
as well

 as in s
chools 

and fac
tories.

The E
nviron

menta
l Prote

ction 
Agency

 (EPA
) rece

ntly su
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 by the
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stigat­
ing wh

ether a
ir force

d throu
gh the 

ducts 
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ate the
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 c
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rogram

 “a tot
­

al disa
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e prope
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g re­
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includ­
ing fib

erglas
s. No 

one kn
ows if

 
those s

ubstan
ces wi

ll prov
e to be

 
danger

ous.
iS

m
vo

fc
. 

vm
cm

 n
 

5



S ie a g u e  o f  ty fo m e n  *VoteM > o f  < J& la/d ca

9151 S k y w o o d  Lane 

Juneau, A l as ka 99801 

Apri l 15, 1985

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Koponen, C o - C h a i r m a n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gr uenberg, C o - C h a i r m a n  

House E d u c a t i o n  and Social Serv? es C o m m i t t e e  

Al a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

Pouch V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: HB 334: I n s t a l l a t i o n  of A s b e s t o s  in P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  K o po ne n and Gruenberg:

W e  w o u l d  like your co..u.iittee to k n ow that the L e ag ue of 

Wo m e n  V o t e r s  of A l a s k a  su p p o r t s  e n a c t m e n t  of the s u bj ec t 

l e g i s l a t i o n .

O u r  supp or t is based on our c o n c e r n  ab ou t the se ve re 

l o n g - t e r m  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  p o s e d  by  f r i a b l e  a s b e s t o s  w h e r e  the 

re su lt in g p a r t i c l e s  can enter the c i r c u l a t i n g  air in a bu i l d i n g  

and become ingested into p e o p l e ' s  lungs. Th e League of W o m e n  

V o t e r s  of th e U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  a d o p t e d  p o s i t i o n s  s u p p o r t i n g  

p r o t e c t i o n  of the p u bl ic he al th a g ai ns t h a z a r d o u s  su bs t a n c e s  and 

air p o l l u t a n t s ;  a n d  th e L W V A K  r e l i e s  u p o n  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  in 

taking this action.

W e  have been fo ll ow in g the p r o b l e m  of a s be st os h e al th 

h a z a r d s  for s o m e  ti me , and h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  e n a c t m e n t  of 

HB 5 (removal of a s be st os h e a l t h  ha za rd s f r o m  schools). It would 

be an ironic and c o st ly situation, indeed, if the State of A l as ka 

were to al l o w  new i n s t a l l a t i o n s  of a s be st os to go into St at e and 

m u n i c i p a l  p u b l i c  buildings, bu i l t  with p u b l i c  funds, w h en v/e now 

have a good fix on the d e g r e e  of expense t h at will be incurred 

when, at some later time, m u ch if not all of that asbe st os will 

h a v e  to be r e m o v e d  in o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  of p e r s o n s  

using those buildings. W h i l e  we also s u pp or t e n e r g y  conservation.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  G ru enberg and Kopenan
April 15, 1985
Page Two

through p r op er insu la ti on of bu il di ng s and other means, other 

much safer m a t e r i a l s  and m e t h o d s  exist to ac hi ev e that end.

D E C :kn

cc: C o m m i t t e e  Me mb er s (Taylor, Hurley, Th om ps on , P e t t y j o h n  and

Hanley)

Paula Zi eg le r (LW VA K President)

Th an k you for c o n s i d e r i n g  our views.

Sincerely,

I

(Natural R e s o u r c e s  Portfolio)
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 c

it
y 

is
 i

nv
it

in
g 

fu
tu

re
 

ha
za

rd
s, 

bu
t 

ci
ty

 a
nd

 s
ta

te
 o

ffi
ci

al
s 

di
sa

gr
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 c
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 c
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.
At issu

e are t
hin wa

ll boar
ds con

­
taining

 asbest
os and

 silica.
 The t

iny 
particl

es from
 either

 can b
e haza

r- 
UovS if

 inhale
d. Asb

estos i
s a kno

wn 
cancer

-causin
g subst

ance if
 exposu

re 
is prol

onged.
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 p
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The $1

 millio
n cent

er at 2
4th and

 
Ricker

t stree
ts is b

eing b
uilt wi

th 
state a

nd fed
eral fu

nds. O
n Feb.

 11, 
the Fai

rbanks
 City C

ouncil 
will ho

ld a 
public 

hearin
g on a

 bill gi
ving a

 20- 
year le
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r one d
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he 
center. The R
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 carpen

ter Ra
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man’s 

concer
ns, and
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satisfie

d 
there w

ill be n
o haza

rds.
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t of p
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would
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e is a
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unt th

at 
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rt any
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ver 
conclu

des fr
om hi
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ersatio

ns 
with va

rious o
fficials

.
But Ra

y Hald
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, a me
mber o

f 
the Car

penter
s Union

, says t
he city

 is 
invitin

g futur
e risk 

in usin
g the c

e­
ment a

sbestos
 board

s in the
 center
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 C
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 o
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 c
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kitchen
 and ba

throom
 areas.

 Halde
r­

man sa
ys he’s

 been 
raising

 his co
n­

cerns t
o offici

als the
 past tw

o mont
hs, 

and he
 refuse

s to wo
rk at th

e site.
‘ They

’re see
ming t

o say i
t’s not 

a 
proble

m, but
 I say 

it’s dum
b putti

ng 
this ma

terial i
n," he s

ays, wh
en ther

e 
are che

aper an
d less h

azardo
us mat

e­
rials a

vailabl
e.

"The m
ain pro

blem is
 the da

nger of
 

it bein
g cut 

after 
it’s in

stalled
," 

Halder
man sa

ys.
City E

nginee
r John

 Philli
ps dis

­
agrees

. “We h
aven’t 

been ab
le to fin

d 
anybod

y other
 than M

r. Hald
erman

" 
who se

es a ha
zard, P

hillips 
says.
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recom
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d by a
rchitec
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Cotting
, and ar

e speci
fied in 

the city
's 

contra
ct with

 Toom
bs Con

structi
on 

Co. Phillip
s has 

called 
a num

ber of
 

agenci
es, inc

luding 
the fed

erai E
n­

vironm
ental P

rotecti
on Age

ncy. Th
e 

only ha
zards a

ppear 
to be du

ring cu
t­

ting an
d insta

llation.
"We st

ill have
 an ope

n mind
 about 

this, b
ut no 

one ha
s reco

mmend
ed 

that we
 not us

e this m
aterial

," Phil
­

lips sai
d Frid

ay.
Meanw

hile, tw
o offic

ials wi
th the 

Alaska
 Depar

tment 
of Labo

r's OSH
A 

section
s say th

e contr
actor’s

 plans f
or 

protec
ting w

orkers
 go be

yond e
m­

ployer 
require

ments.
 They d

o not se
e 

hazard
s for b

uilding
 users 

once co
n­

structio
n is fin

ished a
nd the 

area is
 

thorou
ghly va

cuume
d.

Halder
man, t

hough,
 wonde

rs whal
. 

will ha
ppen i

f some
one un

witting
ly 

damag
es, cut

s or pu
ts a ho

le in th
e 

boards
 withou

t know
ing of t

he asbe
s­

tos fibe
rs and 

silit a p
articles

.
Phillip

s repli
es: "Th

e lease
 agree

­
ment f

or the
 build

ing co
ntains

 a 
clause 

there w
ill be n

o addit
ions, a

l­
teratio

ns, etc
. witho

ut obta
ining t

he 
city en

gineer’
s writt

en apr;
rova'i i

n 
advanc

e.” Mert M
eeker, 

Toomb
s Const

ruction
 

projec
t man

ager, 
Says G

laswel
d, 

manuf
acture

d in P
ennsyl

vania, 
is 

specifie
d in th

e contr
act.

The bo
ards, a

bout on
e-eight

h-inch 
thick, c

ome in
 large s

heets. T
hose ar

e 
cut to s

ize, and
 cuts a

rc mad
e for fi

x­
tures. 

Glaswe
ld, con

tains 51
 perce

nt 
cemen

t, 15 p
ercent 

asbesto
s and 

34 
percen

t silica
, said M

eeker.
Among

 attrac
tive qu

alities 
of this

 
produc

t are it
s resis

tance t
o fire, 

its 
durabi

lity, m
oisture

 resist
ance a

nd 
easy m

aintena
nce. T

he boa
rds ar

e 
being i

nstalle
d over

 sheetr
ock at 

the 
new ce

nter. Meeke
r expre

sses co
ncern o

ver the
 

silica, 
and say

s the ex
tra pre

caution
s, 

which 
Toomb

s will p
ay out 

of its o
wn 

pocket
, are as

 much 
due to 

the sili
ca 

as the 
asbesto

s.

Worke
rs wil

l wear
 dispo

sable 
covera

lls and
 use res

pirator
s to avo

id 
inhalin

g part
icles. T

he wo
rk are

as 
will be 

covere
d with 

Visque
er, with

 an 
air cha

mber l
eadin

gthem
. Speci

al 
filters 

will be
 placed

 on the
 vacuu

m 
system

, Meek
er said

.
Toomb

s Cons
tructio

n and 
the cit

y 
engine

ering o
ffice ar

e relyi
ng on t

he 
free ad

vice of
 a stat

e OSH
A cons

ul­
tant, P

at Patt
erson, 

who ha
s been 

at 
the job

 site a
nd ma

de his
 recom

­
menda

tions. Bill B
lythe, 

an OS
HA in

dustria
l 

hygien
ist, sai

d insta
lling th

is type
 of 

asbesto
s produ

ct is far
 less ha

zardou
s 

than, s
ay, rem

oval if
 older 

asbesto
s 

produc
ts, whi

ch can
 ,Fi ike. 

It is th
ose 

older p
roduct

s that a
; e the 

subjec
t of 

expen
sive r

emova
ls in 

schoo
ls 

throug
hout th

e natio
n and A

laska.
This b

oard, B
lythe s

aid, is 
“very 

well bo
nded." Once th

e build
ing is c

omplet
e, user

s 
should

 not be
 expos

ed to h
azards

."If 
people

 workin
g on it o

r cuttin
g on it o

r 
scrapi

ng thi
ngs of

f of it
, you 

may 
genera

te asbe
stos fib

er, but
 it’s ha

rd 
to imag

ine the
re wou

ld be a
ny exp

o­
sure. T

he haza
rd com

es from
 fibers 

in 
the air

. Just b
ecause

 it’s in 
the bui

ld­
ing doe

sn't me
an it’s 

in the a
ir,” sai

d 
Blythe

.
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