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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 50

"Establishing a joint committee on mental health trust land"

The department supports this bill.

The 1985 Supreme Court decision establishing mental health trust lands 

has broad reaching policy ramifications for the State or Alaska and its 

citizenry. There are many avenues to carry out the original intent of 

the trust, including mechanisms established by the Administration, the 

Courts, and the Legislature.

The department supports an indepth legislative examination of this 

important public policy issue. Should this resolution be adopted, we 

would be pleased to assist the committee in any appropriate manner, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  as their work relates to assessment of need for mental 

health services.

RECOMMENDED BY:

Kareri Perdue 

Assistant Commissioner 

for Administration

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

DATE:



T e s t i m o n y  o f  S e n a t o r  J o e  J o s e p h s o n  
H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  

H C R  50

M a r c h  4, 1986

I w o u l d  like t o  t h a n k  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u e n b e r g  for 

i n t r o d u c i n g  H C R  50 a n d  for h i s  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  i n t e r e s t  in 

a d d r e s s i n g  the S t a t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  for the m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  l a n d  trust.

My  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l  in r e s o l v i n g  the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l ands 

d i s p u t e  h a s  b e e n  to d e v e l o p  a t r u s t  of s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  t^ 

a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  for fut u r e  

g e n e r a t i o n s .  B e c a u s e  of  u n r e s o l v e d  l e gal i s s ues, d e c l i n i n g  

o i l  r e v e n u e  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  a n d  lack o f  t i m e  d u r i n g  the 

r e m a i n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  I h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a l o n g - t e r m  

s o l u t i o n  to t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a rds d i s p u t e ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to 

all, v'as u n l i k e l y  to be f o und t h i s  year.

I b e l i e v e ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e r e  are a n u m b e r  o f  a c t i o n s  the 

L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  t a k e  th i s  y e a r  so t h a t  w e  w i l l  be in a 

b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  e n a c t  a l o n g - t e r m  s o l u t i o n  d u r i n g  o u r  

1987 s ession:

1. P r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  in t h e  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  c o m p l e t e  

the l a n d  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  a u d i t s  r e q u i r e d  by the r e c e n t  

c o u r t  order.



2. P r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  for the p l a i n t i f f s  and int*--venors 

to m o r e  f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in s e t t l i n g  t h e  la -suit. 

F u n d s  a r e  n e e d e d  for t h e s e  g r o u p s  to r e v i e w  the S t a t e ' s  

a u d i t s  of l a n d  r e v e n u e s  a n d  p r o g r a m  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  as 

w e l l  as t r a v e l  and o r g a n i z i n g  e x p e n s e s  for t h e i r  b o a r d  

m e m b e r s  to b e  i n v o l v e d  in the s e t t l e m e n t  p rocess.

3. I n c r e a s e  f u n d i n g  for i m m e d i a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

p r o g r a m  n e e d s  t h r o u g h  the o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  a n d  SE 388/ 

KB 412 p r o g r a m s  for the c h r o n i c a l l y  m e n t a l l y  ill. T h e  

b o t t o m  line in the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a nds d i s p u t e  is 

i n c r e a s e d  p r o g r a m  funding, a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  m u s t  

s h o w  an v n t e n t  to e x p a n d  c u r  t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m s  in the 

F Y ' 8 7  b u d g e t .

4. E s t a b l i s h i n g  a j o int c o m m i t t e e  on m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

t r u s t  la n d  to w o r k  on s e t t l e m e n t  p r o p o s a l s  b e f o r e  the 

1987 s e s s i o n  b e g i n s ,  v i a  S C R  36 or K C R  50.

The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  m y  SCF. 36 a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

G r u e n b e r g ' s  H C R  50 are n o t  maj o r ;  the p r i m a r y  d i f f e r e n c e  

is t h a t  S C R  36 w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t w o  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  a n d  two 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  on the l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i l e  H C R  50 

w o u l d  i n c l u d e  cn l j  l e g i s l a t o r s .  I d e e p l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

p u b l i c  m e m b e r s h i p  w i l l  a d d  i m p o r t a n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and w i l l  

h e l p  c r e a t e  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t  for the 

e v e n t u a l  w o r k  p r o d u c t  o f  the c o m m i t t e e .

S e n a t o r  J o L e p h s o n
P a g e  Two



I appreciate this opport u n i t y  to testify before the 

Committee, and look forward to w o r kin g with you on 

a d d r e s s i n g  our respons ibility for the m ental health land 

t r u s t .

S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n
P a g e  T h r e e
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Gruenberg, Koponen,

Hurley, et al

BY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND 
, IN T H E  H O U S E  S O CIAL SERVICES C O M M ITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 50 (HESS)

3 IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S ECOND SESSION

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a joint committee on m e n t a l

G he a l t h  trust land.

7 EE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the U nited States Congress g r a n t e d  1,000,000 acres of land to

9 the T e r r i t o r y  of A l aska to be a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a public trust for the neces-

10 sary e xpenses and support of m ental h e a l t h  in the territory; and 

H i  W H E R E A S  in October 1985, the A l a s k a  Supreme  Court determined that the 

12 i 1978 d e c i s i o n  of the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to r edes ignate mental health trust

1 3, land as g e n e r a l  grant land had b r e a c h e d  the trust e s tablished by the Con-
}

uj gross; and
i1I

id 1 W H E R E A S  the legislature, the administra tion, and m ental health advc-
|

ig. cates agree that the state must comply w i t h  federal law and the Alaska
|.

17 Supreme Court decision; ard
I

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25 

2G

27

28 

29

W H E R E A S  the legislature must be involved in the resol ution of issues 

invol v i n g  m e n t a l  h ealth trust land;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that a Joint Co mmittee 

on M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Trust L a n d  is e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  U n i f o r m  Rule 2 1 (b, ; and be 

it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the Joint C o m m i ttee on M e n t a l  H eal th Trust Lan d 

is c o m p o s e d  of three members of the Senate a p p o i n t e d  by the president of

the Senate, and three m e m bers of the H o u s e  of R epres entatives a p p o i n t e d  by

the speak er of the House of R epres entatives; a nd De it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the J oint C o m m ittee on M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Trust Land 

develop, after public hearings, a p r o p o s a l  to resolve the mental h e a l t h

trust l i t i g a t i o n  and r e c o mmen d a level of appropriations adequate  to

-1- CSHCR 5 0 (HESS)



provide su ffic i e n t  funding for m e n t a l  h e a l t h  programs in the future; and be 

it

I'URiIIER R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  is a u t h o r i z e d  to meet during and 

b e t w e e n  sessions of the legislatur e and is to report its r ecommend ations 

and findin gs on the first day of the Fi rst S e s s ion of the Fifteenth  State 

L egislature; and be it

iURTIIER R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  t erminates on the 10th day of the 

First S e s si on of the Fifteenth State Legisla ture.

C S H C R  5 0 (HESS) - 2 -



DISTRICT 27:
AKHIOK
CHIGNIK
CHIGNIK LAGOON 
CHIGNIK LAKE 
CHIN IAK 
IVANOF BAY 
KARLUK 
KODIAK 
LARSEN BAY 
OLD HARBOR 
OUZINKIE 
PERRYVILLE 
PORT LIONS 
WOMENS BAY

A la s k a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re

Representative 
Dave T hom p son

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Rep. Max Gruenberg DATE: March 13, 1986

FROM: Rep. David W. Thompson SUBJ: Appointment

pouch v
JUNEAU, ALASKA 0 9 1 1  
(907) 465-2407 
(907) 465-2498

P. 0 . BOX 75 
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 
(H) (907) 486-4899 
(LIO, (907) 486-8116

Should HCR 50, establishing a joint committee on mental health trust land 

pass this session, I wish to be appointed to the the interim committee.
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 7 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  ,
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  an d  F i n a n c e

BY  G R U E N B E R G , K O P O N E N , H U R L E Y , 
T A Y L O R , H A N L E Y , P E T T Y J O H N  A N D

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  T H O M P S O N

2 H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 50

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R F  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o n  m e n t a l

6 h e a l t k  t r ust land.

7 BE IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  g r a n t e d  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  of  lan d  to

9 the T e r r i t o r y  of A l a s k a  to be a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a p u b l i c  trust f o r  the n e .ee

10 s a r y  e x p e n s e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  of m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n  the territv ry; a n d

11 W H E R E A S  in O c t o b e r  1985, t he A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  '-.etermined that the

12 1978 d e c i s i o n  of the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to r e d e s i g n a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust

13 land as g e n e r a l  g r ant land h a d  b r e a c h e d  the t r u s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t he Con*

14 gres s ;  a n d

15 W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t he a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a nd m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a d v o

16 c a t e s  a g r e e  that the s t ate m u s t  c o m p l y  w i t h  the i n t e n t  of the C o n g r e s s  a n d

17 the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n ;  an d

18 W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  m u s t  be i n v o l v e d  in t he r e s o l u t i o n  of issu e s

19 i n v o l v i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  ldnd;

20 BE  IT RESOLVED by  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  a J o i n t  C c m m i t t e e

21 on M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  L a n d  is e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  U n i f o r m  R u l e  2 1 ( b ) ;  a nd be 

27. it

23 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  L a n d

24 is c o m p o s e d  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  of t he S e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  by the p r e s i d e n t  of

25 the S e n ate, an d  t h ree m e m b e r s  of the H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  by

26 the s p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a n d  be  it

27 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  L a n d

28 d e v e l o p ,  a f t e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  a p r o p o s a l  to r e s o l v e  the m e n t a l  h e a l t h

29 t r ust l i t i g a t i o n  and r e c o m m e n d  a l e v e l  of  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a d e q u a t e  to

- 1 -  HCR 50



9

1 p r o v i d e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d i n g  fo r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  progr?/.ns in the future; a n d  be

2 it

3 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  is a u t h o r i z e d  to meet d u r i n g  a n d

4 b e t w e e n  s e s s i o n s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  is to r e p o r t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

5 a nd f i n d i n g s  o n  the first d ay of the F i r s t  S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  S t a t e

6 l e g i s l a t u r e ;  ar it

7 F U R T H E R  REc ,'D that the c o m m i t t e e  t e r m i n a t e s  on  the 10t', d a y  of the

8 F i r s t  S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  S t a t e  L'/.gislature.

9

#
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