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AMENDMENT # 1 

By G r u e n b e r g

Amend l ines 24 to 27 to r e a d :

BE IT RESOLVED th a t  t h e  Alaska Sta te  l e g i s l a tu r e  commends an d  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  U n ive rs i ty  of Alaska Foundat ion  in i t s  e n d e a v o r s  to fo r ec a s t  
r e s e a r c h  n e e d s  and  to f ind  an d  fill t h e  g a p s  in the  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  
e f fo r t ;  and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  Alaska S ta te  L e g i s l a tu re  
en co u rage ' ,  t he  U n ive rs i ty  of Alaska Foundat ion  to seek  addit ional  s u p p o r t  
for  lo n g - t e rm  an d  s tab le  fu n d in g  for  s u c h  r e s e a r c h .



S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i 's O f f i c e  
M a r c h  11, 1985

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  F o u n d a t i o n  

A l a s k a  R e s e a r c h  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  F o u n d a t i o n  is a t t e m p t i n g  to i d e n t i f y  r e s e a r c h  

needs for Alaska. O v e r  360 A l a s k a n s  h a v e  each i n ve s t e d  $1000 in a 

s t a t e m e n t  of r e se a r c h  n e e d s w h i c h  is to be p u b l i s h e d  this spring.

R e s e a r c h  a b ou t  A l a s k a  is i m p o r t a n t  to:

1. e n s u r e  the w e l l - b e i n g  of A l a s k a ' s  citizens;

2. p r e s e r v e  A l a s k a ' s  d i v e r s e  c u ltures and r e n o w n e d  scenic 

environment;

3. m a k e  c e r t a i n  the e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  of Alaska;

4. p r o m i s e  a r e a s o n a b l e  future for coming g e n e r a t i o n s  of Al a s k a n s .

E x a m pl e s  of p r e l i m i n a r y  f i n dings of the P r o j e ct  i l l u s t r a t e  the ne e d  for 

f u r t h er  work:

1. N o r w e g i a n  fresh s a l m o n  costs less and is m o r e  u n i f o r m  in q u a l i t y  

than A l a s k a  salmon. The science, t e c h n o l o g y  and e c o n o m i c s  of the fish 

f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o d u c e  those sa l mo n  sh o u ld  be e x p l o r e d  h e r e  in 

Alaska.

2. B i o t e c h n o l o g y  r e s e a r c h  of f e r s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of col d  r e s i s t a n t  

plant v a r i e t i e s ,  l o w - t e m p e r a t u r e  s e w a g e  d i g e s t i o n  p r o ce s s e s ,  and 

c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  fish e r y w a s t e  t r e a t m e n t  techniques.

3. T h e r e  is a n e e d  for i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of true costs of recent a d v a n c e s  

in e n e r g y  s a v in g s  for b u i l d i n g s  and facilities. P r e l i m i n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s u g g es t s  that these savi n g s  m a y  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  by redu c e d  m a t e r i a l s  life 

an d  i n c r e a s e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  costs.

4. A l a s k a  and o ther pla c e s  in the N o r t h  e x p e r i e n c e  h i g h e r  than n o r m a l  

i n c i d e n c e s  of al c o h o li s m ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  and stress. R e a s o n s  for 

and m e t h o d s  of l e s s e n i n g  these i n c id e n c e s  n e e d  to be developed.
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S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
P o u c h  V 
Mail S t o p  3100 
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

Per yo u r  r e quest, e n c l o s e d  is a p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  on the A l a s k a  
R e s e a r c h  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t .  If you s h o u l d  h a v e  f u r t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s  or ne e d  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me.

T h a n k  you.

D i x i e  W e l c h  B r o w n  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

D W B / b j g
e n c l o s u r e



P o s i t i o n  Paper 

on

The A l a s k a  R e s e a r c h  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t  

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  F o u n d a t i o n

T h e  p r o j e c t  m i s s i o n  is to i d e n t i f y  the r e s e a r c h  n e e d e d  

to e n s u r e :  1) the w e l l - b e i n g  of the S t a t e ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  2) 

the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of its d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  and a r e n o w n  s c e n i c  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  3) the e c o n o m i c  v i t a l i t y  of the S t a t e  and 4) 

the p r o m i s e  of a r e a s o n a b l e  f u t u r e  for c o m i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  of 

A l a s k a n s .  S u p p o r t  for this w o r k  c a m e  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m  the 

p r i v a t e  sector. O v e r  360 A l a s k a n s  each i n v e s t e d  $1000 in 

the e f f o r t  that w i l l  so o n  r e s u l t  in the p u b l i c a t i o n  of a 

s t a t e m e n t  of r e s e a r c h  needs.

F o r e c a s t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  r e s e a r c h  nee d s ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  ga p s  

in o n - g o i n g  or c o m p l e t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and f i n d i n g  a 

b r o a d e r  b a s e  of s u p p o r t  for a p p l i e d  and b a s i c  work is 

i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e :

0 R e s e a r c h  is one of a v e r y  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  of ways of 

a c q u i r i n g  n e w  knov/ledge a b o u t  A l a ska.

0 L o o k i n g  a h e a d  r a t h e r  than r e a c t i n g  to s i t u a t i o n s  

p r o v i d e s  for a m o r e  c o h e r e n t  and less c o s t l y  w a y  of 

d e v e l o p i n g  and u s i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  p r e s e r v i n g  and c a r i n g  

for the e n v i r o n m e n t  and our d i v e r s e  h e r i t a g e ,  p r o v i d i n g  

for the h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  of our i n h a b i t a n t s  and 

i n c r e a s i n g  our k n o w l e d g e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the S t a t e  

in w h i c h  we live.
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E q u i p m e n t  d e s i g n e d  for t e m p e r a t e  z o n e  use is o f ten 

f o r c e  f i t t e d  into A l a ska. The c o n s e q u e n c e s  g e n e r a l l y  

a r e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  and less r e l i a b i l i t y .  W h a t  is 

n e e d e d  is e q u i p m e n t  d e s i g n e d  for c o n d i t i o n s  in A l a ska.

0 S t a r t i n g ,  s t o p p i n g ,  r e s t a r t i n g ,  etc. n e e d e d  r e s e a r c h

p r o g r a m s  ( w h i c h  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of m a n y  r e s e a r c h  

e n d e a v o r s )  ad d s  substantialJ.y to costs, i n c r e a s e s  the 

ti m e  to r e a r c h  r e a s o n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  to p r o b l e m s  and is 

d i s r u p t i v e  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  car e e r s .

A f e w  of the f i n d i n g s  of the P r o j e c t  are g i v e n  b e l o w  as 

i l l u s t r a t i v e  of c o n d i t i o n s  in A l a s k a  and the n e e d  for 

f u r t h e r  work:

0 N o r w e g i a n  f r e s h  s a l m o n  is s e r v e d  r e g u l a r l y  in m a n y

A l a s k a  r e s t a u r a n t s  b e c a u s e  it c o s t s  less and its 

q u a l i t y  is m o r e  u n i f o r m  than its A l a s k a n  c o u n t e r p a r t .  

T h e s e  f r e s h  s a l m o n  c o m e  f r o m  fi s h  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  

s u g g e s t i n g  that the s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y  and e c o n o m i c s  

of u s i n g  s i m i l a r  t e c h n i q u e s  s h o u l d  be t h o r o u g h l y  

e x p l o r e d  here.

0 A l a s k a  is one of just two s t a t e s  in the n a t i o n •w i t h o u t

b i o t e c h n o l o g y  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m s .  R e s e a r c h  of this type 

o f f e r s  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a c h i e v i n g :  1) co l d  r e s i s t a n t  

p l a n t  v a r i e t i e s  q u i c k e r  th a n  b y  n o r m a l  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  

t e c h n i q u e s ,  2) l o w - t e m p e r a t u r e  s e w a g e  d i g e s t i o n  p r o­

ce s s e s  that m a y  work for m u c h  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  e v e r y  year
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and 3) c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  and e n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  f i s h e r y  

w a s t e  t r e a t m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s .

R e c e n t  a d v a n c e s  led to s u b s t a n t i a l  e n e r g y  s a v i n g s  in 

b u i l d i n g s  and f a c i l i t i e s .  P r e l i m i n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s u g g e s t s  that these a c h i e v e m e n t s  m a y  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by 

r e d u c e d  s e r v i c e  life of m a t e r i a l s  and i n c r e a s e d  m a i n­

ten a n c e  costs.

A l a s k a  and m o s t  o ther p l a c e s  in the N o r t h  e x p e r i e n c e  

high i n c i d e n c e s  of a l c o h o l i s m ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  v i o l e n c e  

and stress. The r e a s o n s  for su c h  v a r i a t i o n s  f r o m  the 

n o r m  are not f ully u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  m e t h o d s  of 

l e s s e n i n g  these e f f e c t s  are not yet d e v e l o p e d .

The a b o v e  list g i v e s  e x a m p l e s  o n l y  a id s h o u l d  not be 

c o n s i d e r e d  as r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s .  T h e  f i n d i n g s  of the 

Pr o j e c t  will a p p e a r  in a d o c u m e n t  in a b o u t  two m o n t h s .

2 - 2 7 - 8 5

D i x i e  W e l c h  Brown 
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