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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o cial S e r v i c e s  
a n d  F i n a n c e

B Y  H A N L E Y .A D A M S ,R I N G S T A D , 
PETTYJOHN', L A R S O N , P E A R C E ,
C O L L I N S ,J E N K I N S ,P H I L L I P S ,

IN T H E  H O U S E  M A R R O U  A N D  T A Y L O R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 607

/
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

Fo r  an  A c t  e n t i tled: "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s e l e c t i n g  a n d  i d e n t i f y i n g  art in

p u b l i c  p l a c e s . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 35.27 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  ?. n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 3 5 . 2 7.021. S E L E C T I O N  OF ART. (a) T he a r t i s t  w h o  e x e c u t e s  

a w o r k  of art fo r  a p u b l i c  s c hool s h all be sele.cted by the s u p e r i n­

tend e n t  of the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  is to be 

built, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the s c h o o l  board. If the d e p a r t m e n t  f i n d s 

in the best i n t e r e s t  of the state chat the s e l e c t i o n  by  the s u p e r i n­

ten d e n t  of the a r t i s t  to e x e c u t e  the w o r k  of art m a y  r e s u l t  in a cost 

o v e r r u n  to the s t a t e  or  d e l a y  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  

m a k e  the s e l e c t i o n  of t he arti s t  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t he s u p e r i n t e n­

dent .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this section, art p r o j e c t s  f or 

p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  and f a c i l i t i e s  s h all be s e l e c t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  

of a c o m m i t t e e  c o n v e n e d  by the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  f r o m  the d e p a r t m e n t .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  be c o m p o s e d  of the a r c h i t e c t ,  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  

f r o m  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a d e s i g n e e  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  the 

Arts, a d e s i g n e e  of the p r i n c i p a l  u s e r  of the p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  or  

fa c i l i t y ,  and t h r e e  lay m e m b e r s  of the public. Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  

s o l i c i t  v o l u n t e e r s  in a local p r o j e c t  a rea by p u b l i c  n o t ice, and 

c h o o s e  the lay m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e  by l o t t e r y  f r o m  the v o l u n­

teers. B e f o r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  art p r o j e c t s ,  the c o m m i t t e e  

shall, a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  h o l d  a h e a r i n g  to r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & Soci a l  S e r v i c e s  
a n d  F i n a n c e

BY H A N L E Y,A')AMS,RINGSTAD,  
P E T T Y J O H N ,L A R S O N ,P E A R C E , 
C O L L I N S . J E N K I N S ,P H I L L I P S ,

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  M A R R O U  A N D  T A Y L O R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 607

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A LA  SICA

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  A ct e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s e l e c t i n g  a nd i d e n t i f y i n g  art in

7 p u b l i c  p l a c e s . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T HF L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  35.27 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

10 Sec. 3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 1 .  S E L E C T I O N  OF ART. (a) T h e  a r t i s t  w h o  e x e c u t e s

11 a w o r k  of art for a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  by the s u p e r i n -

12 t e n d e n t  of the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  in  w h i c h  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  is to be

13 built, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the s c h o o l  b oard. If the d e p a r t m e n t  f i nds

14 in the best i n t e r e s t  of t he s t a t e  that t he s e l e c t i o n  b y  t he s u p e r i n -

15 t e n d e n t  of t he a r t i s t  to e x e c u t e  t h e  w o r k  of art m a y  r e s u l t  in a cost

16 o v e r r u n  to the s t a t e  o r  d e l a y  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

17 m a k e  the s e l e c t i o n  of t he a r t i s t  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the s u p e r i n t e n -

18 d e n t .

19 (b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this s e c tion, art p r o j e c t s  for

20 p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a nd f a c i l i t i e s  s h e l l  be s e l e c t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e

21 of a c o m m i t t e e  c o n v e n e d  by  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  f r o m  t he d e p a r t m e n t .

22 T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  be c o m p o s e d  of t he a r c h i t e c t ,  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r

23 f r o m  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a d e s i g n e e  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  t he

24 A r ts, a d e s i g n e e  of the p r i n c i p a l  u s e r  of the p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  or

25 f a c i l i t y ,  a nd t h r e e  lay m e m b e r s  of the p u blic. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

26 s o l i c i t  v o l u n t e e r s  in a l o c a l  p r o j e c t  a r e a  by  p u b l i c  n o t ice, a nd

27 c h o o s e  the lay m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e  by l o t t e r y  f r o m  the v o l u n -

28 teers. B e f o r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  art p r o j e c t s ,  t he c o m m i t t e e

29 shall, a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e ,  h o l d  a h e a r i n g  to r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n
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a b out p o t e n t i a l  art p r o j e c t s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h all c o n s i d e r  p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n  as e x p r e s s e d  at the p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  but is n ot b o u n d  by it.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(e) A w o r k  of art that is to be m a d e  a p e r m a n e n t  p a r t  o f  a

b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y  o w n e d  or l e a s e d  b y  the s t a t e  s h all be  i d e n t i f i e d  

by a p e r m a n e n t  p l a q u e  i n s t a l l e d  on  or n e a r  the w o r k  of art. The

p l a q u e  mus t  c o n t a i n  the n a m e  or t i t l e  o f  the w o r k  of art, the y e a r  of

c o m p l e t i o n ,  and the n a m e s  of the m e m b e r s  of the s e l e c t i o n  committee.

* Sec. 3. A S  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( e )  a n d  (f) are r e p e a l e d .



8 35.27.010 P u b l i c  B u i l d i n g s  a n d  W o r k s 5 35.27.020

E f fe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t . —  T h e  1977  "D ep a rtm en t o f  P ub lic  W o rk s ”  in 
umcntlm ent su b stitu ted  "D ep a rtm en t o f  p a rag rap hs (2 ) and (6 ).
T ran spo rta t ion  and P ub lic  F a c ilit ie s "  fo r

Chapter 27. Art Works in Public Buildings 
and Facilities.

S e c t io n  
10. Purpose
20 . A rt requ irem en ts fo r  pub lic  bu ild ing s 

and fa c ilit ie s  
30 . D e fin ition s

Sec. 35.27.010. Purpose. The state recognizes its responsibility to 
foster culture and the arts and the necessity for the viable development 
of its artists and craftsmen. The legislature declares it to be a state 
policy that a portion of appropriations for capital expenditures be set 
aside for the acquisition of works of art to be used for state buildings 
and other public facilities. (8 1 ch 54 SLA 1975)

L e g is la t iv e  h is t o r y  r e p o r t .  —  F o r  IF in an ce li, see 1975 Sena te  J o u rn a l, p. 
repo rt on ch. 5 4 , S L A  1975  (C S H B  133 939 .

Sec. 35.27.020. A rt requirements fo r public buildingB and 
facilities.

(a) A building or facility constructed after June 30, 1975, or 
remodeled or renovated after June 30,1975, shall include works of art, 
including but not limited to sculptures, paintings, murals or objects 
relating to Native art.

(b) The department, before preparing plans and specifications for 
buildings and facilities, shall consult with the Alaska State Council on 
the Arts regarding the desirability of inclusion of works of art.

(c) At least one percent or, in the case of a rural school facility, at 
least one-half of one percent of the construction cost of a building or 
facility approved for construction by the legislature after September 1, 
1977, will be reserved for the following purposes: the d'lign, 
construction, mounting and administration of works of art in a school, 
office building, court building, vessel of the marine highway system, or 
other building or facility which is subject to substantial public use.

(d) A building or facility with an estimated construction cost of less 
than $250,000 is exempt from the requirements of this chapter unless 
inclusion of works of a rt in the design and construction of the building 
or facility is specifically authorized by the department.

(e) The artist who executes these works of art shall be selected by the 
architect for the department with the approval of the department, after 
consultation with the Alaska State Council on the Arts and the 
principal user of the public buildings or facilities.

§ 35.27.030 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 35.27.030

(f) The a rtis t who executes these works of a rt in the public schools 
shall be selected by the superintendent of a school district in which a 
public school is to be built with the approval of the school board. Should 
the department find in the best interest of the state that the selection 
of the artist who executes these works of a r t by the superintendent may 
result in a cost overrun to the state or delay of construction, the 
department shall make the selection of the artist in consultation with 
the superintendent.

(g) The architect, superintendent, department, and the Alaska State 
Council on the Arts shall encourage the use of state cultural resources 
in these a rt works and the selection of Alaska resident artists for the 
commission of these a rt works. (8 1 ch 54 SLA 1975; am 88 1, 2 ch 96 
SLA 1977; am §8 1 —  4 ch 176 SLA 1980)

C ro s s  r e fe r e n c e . —  F o r  the 
re sp on s ib ilit ie s  o f  th e  A la sk a  S ta te  
Council on the A rts  in the m anagem ent o f 
the A r t  in  P u b lic  P la ce s Fund , see AS 
4 4 .2 7 .0 6 0 .

E f fe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts . —  The  1977  
am endm en t sub stitu ted  "o r , in the case o f 
a r u r a l school fa c i li t y , a t  le a s t o n e -h a lf o f 
one percen t o f  the  con stru c tion  cost" fo r  " o f 
the o v e ra ll c on stru c tion  cost" in subsection
(c ) and added subsections <f) and (g ).

The 1980  am endm en t rew ro te

subsections (a ) and (d ), substitu ted  
"b u ild in g s" fo r "pub lic  w o rk s ”  in  
subsection (b>, and in subsection (c ), 
sub stitu ted  "Sep tem ber 1, 1 9 7 7 ”  fo r  "th e  
enac tm en t date o f  th is ch ap te r," "a  schoo l, 
o ffice b u ild ing , cou rt b u ild ing , vesse l o f 
the m a rin e  h ighw ay system , o r  o th e r"  fo r  
" th e  pub lic ," de leted  "pub lic " p receding 
" fa c i li t y ”  n ea r the end o f the subsection , 
and  added "which is subject to su b s tan tia l 
pub lic  use" a t the end o f he subsection .

Sec. 35.27.030. Definitions. In this chapter
(1) "department" means the Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities;
(2) "building” or "facility” means a permanent improvement 

constructed by the department; the term
(A) includes, but is not limited to,
(i) schools, office buildings, and court buildings;
(ii) other buildings which the commissioner determines are designed 

for substantial public use;
(iii) boats and vessels of the marine highway system;
(iv) transportation facilities which accommodate traveling 

passengers;
(B) excludes other transportation facilities.
(3) "construction cost” is tha t cost expended for the actual 

construction of the facility, exclusive of the costs of land acquisition, 
site investigation, design services, administrative costs, equipment 
purchases and any ocher costs not specifically incurred within the 
construction contract or contracts awarded tor the construction of the 
facility.

(4) "commissioner” means the commissioner of transportation and 
public facilities. (8 1 ch 54 SLA 1975; am 88 3, 4 ch 96 SLA 1977; am 
Executive Order No. 39, 8 11 (1977): am 8s >. 6 ch 176 ST. A



r a n  u e s d s o j t t m i

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  February 18, 1986

P O U C H Y  S T A U C A P I I O l  

JU N E A U . A I  A SK  A  9 9 8  I I 

90? 46S 3800

SUBJECT: HB 607

TO: Representative Alyce Hanley

FROM: Joyce J a m e s ^ ^ -
Legislative Counsel

Section 1 of this bill adds to the statutes a n e w  section 
with two subsections. The provisions of both subsections 
are generally those contained in existing AS 35.27.020(e) 
and (f). In HB 607 AS 35.27.020(e) and (f) are repealed.
N e w  A3 35.27.021(b) contains substantive changes relating to 
the co mposition of a selection committee, and T-ras drafted to 
satisfy your  request. New AS 35.27.021(a) relating to art 
in a public school contains no substantive changes. It was 
altered only at the revisor's suggestion to correct c o nfus­
ing and inarticulate language contained in the existing AS 
3 5 / 2 7 / 0 2 0 ( f ) , and does not in m y  opinion change the existing 
law.

J J :csh 
c5/077



4 0 0 7  BREN TW O O D  C IR C L E  
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9 9 5 0 2  
(9071 2 4 3 -7 5 7 4

W H ILE  IN  JU N E A U  
POUCH V
JU N EAU . ALASKA 99811 
(907) 4 6 5 -4 9 0 9

J V f e d t a :  j i t e t t e  ‘̂ l e g i s l a t u r e  JMmtse uf JRepreseutattiies
Rt.'RESENTATIVE

ALYCE H A N L E Y  
DISTRICT 9, SEAT B

HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SO C IA L S E R V IC E S  COM M ITTEE
LA BO R  AND CO M M ERCE COM M ITTEE

P U B LIC  SA FET Y  SU BCO M M ITTEE

February 25, 1986

Representative Max Gru^nberg 
Alaska House o f Representatives 
Box V, (M/S 31 CIO)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Max:

Thank you for your cosponsorship? of House B il l  6 0 7 ^ re la t in g  to 
Public A rt. Attached is a copy o f the press. reloasyvvegave out at the 
time o f introduction . It  might ass ist you in answering any mail -,ou 
receive on the b i l l ,  I am also enclosing some background information on 
the subject fo r you* f i le s .

As you probably know, the b i l l  has been assigned to be heard In the 
State A ffa irs  and Finance Committees. A dd it io n a lly , as you know it  was 
referred to the HESS Committee based on what I be lieve is a miscon­
ception on what it  does.

I ce rta in ly  would appreciate any thoughts you have on getting the 
b i l l  through the process. I f  we can do anything to help you w ith respect 
to these b i l l s ,  please don't hesitate to ask Scott or me.

With best regards,

Enclosures



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 14, 1986

Contact: Rep. Alyce Hanley 
(907) 465-4939

HANLEY INTRODUCES MEASURES AIMED AT IMPROVING PUBLIC ART PROGRAMS

JUNEAU —  Two b i l l s  introduced today in the A'aska House of 

Representatives would increase pub lic  pa rt ic ip a t io n  in se lecting pub lic ly  

funded art and would require the use o f Alaskan resident a rt is ts  fo r public 

art pro jects . I f  enacted the b i l l s  would also reduce the amount of money the 

state Is required to spend on art projects in some new pub lic  bu ild in gs , and 

would require a plaque w ith names o f art selection committee members to be 

placed near new art projects funded under the program.

Rep. Alyce Hanley (R-Anchorage), prime sponsor o f the two b i l l s  said 
the measures are aimed at responding to the p u b lic ’s d isa tIs fac t ion  w ith the 
pub lic  art program.

"Alaskans from Ketchikan to Barrow to the A leutians have expressed 
concern about various aspects o f the pub lic  arts program. These b i l l s  seek 
to adcress those fee lin gs  by opening up the se lection process to the pub lic , 
the ultimate consumers o f what Is provided," Hanley sa id . She continued, "A 
lo t has been said about local h ire  th is  year. This b i l l  requires that 
A laska's resident a rt is ts  be put to work on these Alaskar. projects. With o i l  
revenues down, the state is looking fo r ways to save money throughout its  
budget, prov id ing fewer funds to th is  p rogram w lll continue recognize its  
merit yet a lso  recognize the d i f f ic u lt  f in anc ia l s ituation  the state Is 
fac ing . Some have attacked the expenditure of any pub lic  funds fo r these 
types o f projects and want the- program repealed. The b i l l s  Introduced today 
seek middle ground."

The f ir s t  b i l l ,  HB 607, sponsored by Reps. Hanley, Pearce, Adams, 
Larson, C o llin s , Ringstad, Pettyjohn, Jenkins, P h i l l ip s , Marrou, and Taylor 
provides fo r a seven member panel to select art projects for new state 
bu ild ings  and f a c i l i t ie s .  Along w ith representatives o f the State Arts 
Council, the State Dept, o f TransportatIon, and the arch itect, three lay 
residents o f the local area and a designee o f the f a c i l i t ie s  p rinc ipa l user 
group would pick the a rt . Also, hearings would be required to receive input 
from the pub lic  at la rge . Currently the statutes mandate that DOT/PF only 
consult w ith the princ ipa l user and the arts council and the public is le ft  
out of the process.

The o th e r  b i l l ,  HB 606, sponsored by Reps. Hanley, Adams, Ringstad, 
Pettyjohn, Pearce, Larson, C o llin s , Jenkins, P h i l l ip s , Marrou, ana Taylor 
reduces the currently mandated requirement that one percent o f construction 
funds be spent on pub lic  art to a level comensurate w ith the current 
requirement fo r rural schools, one h a lf  o f one percent. Another section of 
the b i l l  requires a pluque w ith the names o f the piece, the a r t is t , the 
committee members, and the date o f completion.

-30-



Chart from USA TODAY 
February Id, 1986

Among the 50 state governments, 
Alaska ranks first in per capita 
spending on the arts. The Alaska 
Legislature indirectly and directly 
ap p ro priated over $8.00 per Alaskan 
for art in FY'86 through the 1% for 
Art p r o g r a m  and other arts programs. 
This is 280% more than Massachusetts; 
the rt2 ranked state spent. Alaska 
spent more than ten times the 50 
state average of 79.6$ per capita.

State arts grants up 
.25.2% in fiscal 1986
i
j State legislative appropriations for the arts for fiscal 
{year 1986 were up 25.2% over fiscal year 1985 —  
i the highest Increase since 1981 —  a reoent survey 
j shows. Grants are used for research, awards and 
{competitions, instruction, workshops and develop-
! Jng artists. Alaska ranked first in per capita support 
i of the arts. Arts fuirding for fiscal vear 1986, spend- 
;ing per capta and rank based oh state legislative
j appropriations:

k
i State 
Alabama 

(Alaska 
ArLona 

I Arkansas 
California 

; Coloraoo 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
DC. 

i Florida 
Georgia 

i Hawaii 
Idaho 

I Illinois 
Indiana 

Ilowa 
Kansas 

‘ Kentucky 
Louisiana 

iMalne 
Maryland 

•Massachusetti 
Michigan 

: Minnesota 
Mississippi 

[Missouri 
> Montana 
iNebrask i 
t Nevada 
•New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

•New Mexico 
New York 

: North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio
Oklahoma 

^Oregon 
Pennsylvania 

'.Fihode Island 
South Carolina 
Sooth Dakot? 
Tennessee 
Texes 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming______

Appropriation
$1,100,000
$4,000,700
$1,010,200

$970,694
$11,692,000

$940,622
$1,479,030

$496,000

f1,673,030’ 
9.761.077 
$2,200,588 

$2,237,297 
$137,600 

$7,462,701 
$1,830,576 

$522,593 
$589,711 

$1,564,400 
$1,397,646 

' • -$420,292 
$1,897,527 

$16.379,056» 
$10,291,500 
$2,747,400 

$490,354 
;  $5,904,051 

$758,507 
$599,814 
$174,270 
$323,000 

$10,391,000 
$713,500 

$44,078,900 
$3,032,233 

$248,195 
$7,509,753 
$1,821,462 

$445,965 
$6,724,000 

$444,357 
$2,602,010 

' $279,885 
$3,615,800 
$9,280,000 
$1,588,200 
' $245,500 
$1,947,865 
$2,236,974 
$2,117,238 
$1,154,200 

$144.605

Per 
copha 
27.6C 

800.1 C 
33.1 C
41.34 
45.6C 
29.6C
46.94 

.60.94 
268.5C 

' 88.94
37.74

215.34 
13.7C 
64.8C 
33.3C
18.04 
*4.24
42.04
31.34 

'• 35.44
43.64

282.54 
113.44 
€6.04
18.94 

137.94
92.14 
37.4..
19.14
33.14

138.34
60.14

248.54
63.84 
3^ 24 
( j.8C 
»52C
16.74 
56.54
46.24
78.84
39.64
76.74
58.04
96.14
46.34
34.64 
51.44

108.54
24.24
28.34

TotaP -$193r573£59 —



Alaska’s Public Art Program 
Statement by Rep. Alyce Hanley 

February 14, 1986

MR. SPEAKER, th is  morning several o f my colleagues and I have 

Introduced two b i l l s  perta in ing to art in pub lic  places. The Introduction of 

these b i l l s  was prompted by the rea liza t io n  that the purpose fo r requ iring a 

percentage fo r art is  not being achieved. That purpose as w ritten in t i t le  

35, Chapter 27 o f the Alaska Statutes is that "the state recognizes its  

re spons ib ility  to foster culture and the arts and the necessity fo r the 

v iab le  development of its  a rt is ts  and craftsmen."

These two measures are aimed at responding to the p u b lic ’s 

d lsa t is fac t io n  w ith the public art program. Alaskans from Ketchikan to 

Barrow to the Aleutians have expressed concern about various aspects of the 

pub lic  arts program. These b i l l s  seek to address those fee lin gs  by opening 

up the selection process to the public.. the ultimate consumers of what is 

provided.

According to a House Research Service report, pub lic  art projects 

statewide fo r f isc a l year '83 , '84, and ’85 totaled nearly 2 m il l io n  

d o lla rs . Of that amount, over 50% went to a rt is ts  outside the state of 

Alaska. In a year when we are demanding Alaskans f i r s t ,  HB 606 requires that 

Alaska resident a rt is ts  shall be selected to create A laska's a rt .

This b i l l  a lso addresses the fact th jt  in a l l  areas o f the state 

budget, we must seek to do more w ith less , House B il l  606 reduces the 

required 1% fo r art to 1/2%. We can continue to recognize the program's 

merit yet a lso recognize the d if f ic u lt  f in anc ia l s ituation  the state Is 

fac i ng.



Because I tru ly  be lieve the state 's  commitment to art has not suceeded 

in cu lt iv a t in g  apprec iation , but In many instances has provoked anger,

HB 607 has been introduced. Hopefully by adding more members o f the public  

to the selection conmittee and by requ iring  pub lic  hearings we can become 

more sensitive in determining how best to foster cu lture and the arts and to 

prevent having the Percent fo r Art program repealed en t ire ly  as it  was very 

recently in Tacoma, Washington.

We are a l l  very proud o f our state and the beautifu l art created by 

many o f its  people. But In Anchorage —  a native boat outside the museum 

was replaced w ith red metal tr ia n g le s . In Juneau —  Nimbus sat where a 

beautifu l Alaskan sculture would have been much more aDp;-eclated. At the 

Anchorage International A irport —  a $27,000 black metal shoe shine stand 

was insta lled  and described as functional a r t . I be lieve the time has come 

to make a statement and to select art which is  more representatIve o f the 

state and it 's  people.

-2-

I inv ite  my colleagues to jo in  me In cosponsoring these b i l l s .



Comparison o f Percent fo r Art Laws In the Other 49 States

36 states have no statutes requi r in g the expenditure o f public 

monies fo r art projects in pub lic  b u ild in g s .

Besides Alaska, e ight other states have a mandatory 1% construction 

set aside fo r pub lic  art projects. Three states have non-mandato. y 1% 

set asides.

Four states have mandatory 1/2% set asides and one has 

non-mandatory 1/2%.

Wisconsin mandates two-tenths o f a percent of construction monies 

fo r art and New Jersey allows but doesn’t requ ire , up to 1.5% fo r a r t .

As o f 4/1/84




