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B Y  THE H E A U M ,  E D U C A T I O N  ANE 
IN THE S E N A T E  S O C I A L  S E R VICES COMMITTEE

CS F O R  SENATE BILL NC 319 (KESS)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

A BILL

For >n Act entitled: "An Act c r e ating the s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  service

a g e n c y . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TATE O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of t h i s  Act to

(1) make special e d u c a t i o n  and r e l a t e d  services a v a i lable to all 

exceptio nal children, as that term is defined in A S  H . 3 0 . 350(A);

(2) en courage c o o p e r a t i o n  in m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  e d uc ational programs 

and s ervices a v a i l a b l e  to these children;

(3) ensure that free a ppropriate p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  services are 

provide d for all e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  in the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 1A.30 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  8. S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  S E R V I C E  AGENCY.

Sec. 1A.30.600. A G E N C Y  ESTABLISHED. T h e r e  is established, as a 

public organization, a special e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agency.

Sec. 1A.30.610. G O V E R N I N G  BOARD. (a) T h e  a g e n c y  shall be g o v­

erned b y  an 11 m e m b e r  b o a r d  a p p o inted by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of education 

w i t h  the approval of the state board of e d u c a t i o n .  The b o a r d  consists 

of

(1) one m e m b e r  from the G o v e r n o r ' s  Council for the H a n d i­

capped and Gifted;

(2) one m e m b e r  from the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Education;

(3) five m e m b e r s  w h o  are s p e c i a l  e ducation teachers or 

directors, school administ rators, or h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  or teacher 

train i n g  representati ves;



1 (A) two m e m b e r s  w h o  are p a r e n t s  of c h i l d r e n  requiri

2 s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o u t r e a c h  services;

3 (5) one m e m b e r  from the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  Soci

4 S e r v i c e s ;

5 (6) one p u b l i c  member.

6 ( b )  The se ven m e m b e r s  a p p o i nted u n d e r  (a)(3) - (A) of th

7 s e c t i o n  shall be c h osen w i t h  due r egard to g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  b alanc

8 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of areas of the state and to r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of perso

9 w i t h  a v a r i e t y  of d i f f e r e n t  special e d u c a t i o n  needs.

10 Sec. 1 A . 30.620. TERMS, V ACANC IES, A N D  COMP EN S A T I O N .  (a) T

1 1 t e r m  of office of a b o a r d  m e m b e r  is three years.

12 (b) A  v a c a n c y  o c c u r r i n g  d uri ng a t e r m  o f  office shall be fill.

1 3 in the same m a n n e r  as the original appo intment. A  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d

14
fill a v a c a n c y  serves for the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  of the m e m b e r  the n

1 5 a p p o i n t e e  succeeded.

1 6 (c) Board m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  no salary but are e n t i t l e d  to per di

1 7
and travel e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o t h e r  boards and commi'

1 8 s i o n s .

1 9
Sec. 1 A . 30.630. BYLAWS. The board, in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  tl

20
d e p a r t m e n t  and on the app roval of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e mbers of tl

21
board, shall adopt and amend b ylaws for the o p e r a t i o n  of the agen.

22 and the board.

23
Sec. 1A.30.6A0. EMPLOYEES. E m p l o y e e s  of the a gency are not i

24
the state service and are not subject to the S tate P e r s o n n e l  Ac

25
(AS 39.25). However, e m p l oyee s of the a g e n c y  shall be m e m b e r s  c

26
e ither the Teachers' R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 1A.25) or the Public Er.

27
plovees' R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  (AS 39.35).

2 8
Sec. 1 A . 30.650. P O WERS A N D  DUTIES. (a) The boar d m a y

2 9
(1) r e ceive and expend p ublic and p r i v a t e  funds to car; 
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out the p u r p o s e s  of the agency;

(2) contract w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  and other p u b l i c  or p r i­

vate agencies for the p r o v i s i o n  of s p ecial  e d u c a t i o n  or r e l a t e d  s e r­

vices ;

(3) do w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to car ry out the p u r p o s e s  of 

AS 14.30.600 - 14.30.680.

(b) The b o a r d  shall

! 1) provide special e d u c a t i o n  s ervices i n c l uding

(A) i t i n e r a n t  o u t r e a c h  s e r v i c e s  to deaf, deaf-blind,
I

m e n t a l l y  retarded, h e a r i n g  impaired, b l i n d  and v i s u a l l y  impaired, 

o r t h o p e d i c a l l y  h andi c a p p e d ,  other h e a l t h - i m p a i r e d ,  severely 

e m o t i o n a l l y  disturbed, and m u l t i - h a n d i c a p p e d  students;

(B) s p ecial e d u c a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  supp ort and t r a i n­

ing of local school d i s t r i c t  special e d u c a t i o n  personnel;  and

(C) other services the b o a r d  determines to be a p p r o­

pri a t e  to special e d u c a t i o n  needs;

(2) hire an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  and approve the employment 

of p e r s o n n e l  necessary' to o p e r a t e  the agency;

(3) provide for an annual audit of the agency;

(4) pi'ovide the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  a th ree-year p l a n  of o p e r a­

tion includi ng a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the s e r v i c e s  to be o f f e r e d  b y  the 

agency, the m e t h o d  by w h i c h  the services w i l l  be evaluated, i n f o r m a­

tion on the n u m b e r  of s t u dent s and school district p e r s o n n e l  to be 

served, a schedule of funds a v a i lable to the agency from  all sources, 

and other i nf ormation that m a y  be r e q u i r e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  b y  r e g u­

lation ;

(5) present an a nnual  b udget re the department.

Sec. 14.30.660. E L I G I B I L I T Y  F O R  SERVICE. The services of the 

agency shall be a v a i la ble to school d i s t r i c t s  that serve children
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w h o s e  special edu cation n e e d s  o ccu r i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  who r e q u i r e  special

ized services n o t  n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  in the s chool dis trict, and wh

c a n n o t  be e a s i l y  served by local school d i s t r - ^ t  p e r s o n n e l  b e cause c 

the low n u m b e r  of students in the d i s t r i c t  in n e e d  of the particul a 

service. The a g e n c y  may p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  to e x c e p t i o n a l  children, a: 

that ter m is d e f i n e d  in AS 14.30.350.

Sec. 14.30.670. FUNDING. E a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r  the d e p a r t m e n t  shal'

a l l o c a t e  to the a gency $100 for each special e d u c a t i o n  s t u dent in tht

J , . -fct/o p > £ y s ^ ~ \ r < Z K t
state m  a v era ge daily m e m b e r s h i p  or the e q u i v a l e n t  of\ 2 / l O i T f  oni

p e r c e n t  of the funds a p p r o p r i a t e d  for s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  for that 

f i s c a l  year, w h i c h e v e r  is greater.

Sec. 14.30.680. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  14.30.600 - 14.30.680,

u n l e s s  the context otherwise requires,

(1) "agency" m e a n s  the special e d u < a t i o n  service agency;

(2) "board" m e a n s  the g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  of the s p e c i a l  educa 

tion service agency.

Sec. 3. AS 14.25 is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.25.047. P A R T I C I P A T I O N  BY S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  A G E N C Y  EN 

PLOYEES. An e m p l o y e e  of the S p ecial  E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y  m a y  participat 

in the r e t i r e m e n t  fund u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  if

(1) the employee p o s s e s s e s  or is e l i g i b l e  to possess

t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  under AS 14.20.020; and

(2) the employee pays all r e t r o a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i

q u i r e d  to be m a d e  under this chapter.

Sec. 4. AS 14.25.220(20) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(20) " members hip s e r v i c e "  m eans

(A) full or p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  as a teacher in a public

school in the T e r r i t o r y  or Stat e of A l a s k a ,  or both, u n d e r  the

s u p e r v i s i o n  and control of the T e r r i t o r i a l  Board of E d u c a t i o n  or 

3 1 c riESS) -4-
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the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  or the school board of a cityj 

r e g i o n a l  educat i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  area, or b t rough school district]

(B) ful l-time or p a r t - t i m e  t e a c hing at the University 

of A l a s k a  or a f ull-time a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s ition at the Universi-j 

ty of A l a s k a  w h i c h  requi res acad .mic s t a n d i n g  and w h i c h  has beer 

a p p r o v e d  for incl usion in the s y s t e m  by the administrator;

(C) any p e r i o d  d u ring w h i c h  the teacher r e c e i v e s  a 

d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t  u n d e r  this s y s t e m  or is on an a p p r o v e d  s a b b a t­

ical leave g r a n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 14.20.310; [OR]

(D) continuou s service as a state l e g i s l a t o r  wh en 

p e r f o r m e d  b y  a state l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  elects m e m b e r s h i p  under 

AS 14.25.040(b), subject to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 14.25.040(c); 

or

(E) full-time or p a r t - t i m e  service as an e m p l o y e e  of 

the Special  E d u c a t i o n  A g e n c y  subje ct to the r eg u i r e m e n t s  of 

AS 14.25.047?

* Sec. 5. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  14.30.620(9), e n acted by sec. 2 of this 

Act, the initial m e m b e r s  of the g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d  of the special e d u c a t i o n  

service  agency, four shall serve a term of four years, five shall serve a 

term of three years, and two shall serve a term of two years. T h e  initial 

terms shall be a s s i g n e d  to .'nitial b o a r d  m e m b e r s  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

e d u c a t i o n  b y  lot.
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