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For "An Act relating to state assistance for community health aide programs; 
and providing for an effective date".

This bill provides for expansion of financial assistance to nonprofit health 
organizations for training and supervisionof community health aides (CHA) or 

skilled medical observers. Funding will be provided through a two phased 

formula that allocates: 1) a $30,000 base fo. each regional corporation
serving more than 4,000 square miles plus $8,000 for each primary CHA o r  
similar individual who averages at least 20 hours of service a week; 2) for 

local entities providing services to less than 4,000 square miles, funding 
provided through this formula would be limited to $3,000 per CHA or skilled 

medical observer. The bill also establishes a Community Health Aide Grant 
Account in the Department and requires the Department to request full funding 
each year to meet the allocations outlined above.

BACKGROUND

Community Health Aide

Community health aides provide primary health care to approximately 37,000 
to 40,000 people in rural communities. A CHA is q community based medical 

paraprofessional who provides limited diagnostic and treatment services 
through standing orders or in radio/telephone consultation with Indian Health 
Service (IHS) or health corporation physicians. Health care training of a 

CHA is based on a standardized curriculum consisting of three basic sessions 
plus a preceptorship with a supervising physician at a medical center, periodic 
on-the-job training with a supervisor/instructor and continuing education 

sessions. Supervisor/ instructors are employed by the corporations and 
are generally mid-level practitioners or registered nurses who conduct site 
visits one to three times per year for continuing education, skills evaluation 
and administration, In addition, state public health nurses provide education 

and support during their itinerant visits.

The number of CHAs per village varies with population size ranging f^om a
half-time equivalent to a maximum of three. In addition to the primary CHA, 
alternates are also assigned to provide relief support and coverage during 

the absence of the primaries. Training for alternate aides varies widely 
with minimum standards that range from emergency trauma technician skills 

to completion of the first basic training session.

Historically the CHA program has been sponsored and funded by the federal

IHS. This program was begun in 1967 although the concept and practices have 
a K.nger history, until recently, financial support for the program rested 
solely with the federal government which contracted with regional or local 
corporations. Starting in FY 82, selected health corporations received 
designated state grants through ’egic">ative appropriation for support
of CHA supervision and training.

im ia h  « j m iir a M M L .- T — » n



PO
SIT

ION
 

i^\
PE

R/
De

pa
rt

m
en

t 
of 

He
alt

h 
& 

So
cia

l 
Se

rv
ice

s

This trend has continued through the current fiscal year with approximately 

$1,040,000 being used to support programs administered by the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Health Corporation, the Norton Sound health Corporation, the Maniilaq Assoc­

iation, the Tanana Chiefs Conference, the Sout Alaska Regional Health 
Corporation, the Aleutian/Pribilof Island Association, the Bristol Bay Area 

Health Corporation, the North Pacific Rim and the Copper River Native Assoc­

iation. The FY 86 Governor's Budget request maintains these grants, provides 
expansion of services to all twelve regional corporations and improves the 
level of training in selected underfunded corporation areas.

Skilled Medical Observers

This bill provides for support of individuals with training similar to that 

of a CHA as defined by this Department. It should be noted that a crucial 

aspect of the CHA program is its interaction with IHS which assures medical 
supervision, patient referral and quality control that are necessary elements 
of health care. Duplication of the IHS system is not feasible in terms of 

costs and legal constraints for all parties involved. A pilot project for 
'.killed medical observers is being developed by the Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Corporation under a grant from this Department. While this project is 

net a replication of CHA services, it does offer a degree of similarity in 
that it is a means of providing limited primary care in isolated rural 
communities.

RECOMMENDATIONS

As currently written, the bill will restrict the base grant amount of $30,000 

to nonprofit corpor/cions or home rule boroughs providing services to a rural 

area of at least 4,000 square miles. Because of the close relationships of 
the CHA programs to existing health corporations and IHS service unit facil­
ities, the Department would prefer to see the base grants rest' icted to the 
existing corporations a'd the North Slope Borough which employed at least 

three health aides on July 1, 1984. This would tend to discourage fragment­
ation of the program.

Bee i u s p  the skilled medical observer program exists only as a pilot project 

at this time, the Department would prefer not to have a statutory require­
ment that it be funded until its feasibility and utility can be demonstrated. 

The FY 36 Governor's Budget includes funds for the continuation of the pilot 
project. Funds are intended primarily for training, start-up costs, and 
supervision. It is anticipated that many observers will be volunteers 
so the requirement for a minimi urn work week or paid status would be unduly 

restrictive.

Two specific amendments are suggested for Section 18.28.030. On lir-* 23, 

the words "or contracts" should be inserted after the word "grants" to make 
this section consistent with Section 18.28.020 (3). Secondly, the Department 
requests that on line 17, the words "request an appropriation of that amount 
from" be changed to read "report that amount to".
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POSITION . .

The Department of Health and Social Services recognizes the value of 

community health aide and similar programs in providing primary medical 
care in rural communities and, with the adoption of the recommendations 

mentioned above, strongly supports the enhancement of supervision and 

training as provided by this bilT.

Robert I. Fraser, M.D. 
Director

Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by:

O0hn R. Pugh / /  
(fommissioner/^ 
Department of Health and 

Social Services

Date:
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Fiscal Analysis 

HB 215

State Assistance for Community Health Aide Programs

Assumptions

FY 87 through FY 90 grant line estimates are based upon an incremental growth 
of the skilled medical observer from $40.0 in FY 86 to $80.0 in FY 87,
$160.0 in FY 88, and $240.0 in FY 89. The proposed incremental growth in 
the number of the skilled medical observer program is based upon the 
assumption that approximately 30 communities could qualify for this 
program. Travel, contractual and supplies lines incorporates a 4% inflation 
adjustment for FY 87 through FY 90.

Program Summary

This program will require an additional general fund appropriation of $456.3 
ir, the grants line for Health Grants BRU, Community Health Grants Component 
in FY 86. In addition, $4.0 for travel, $.8 for communications, and $.1 for 
supplies associated with grant development and adminstration is requested 
for the State Health Services RRU, Administrative Services Component.

Computation

State assistance to community health aide programs as specified in HB 215 

would require a total general fund appropriation of $2,240.0 in FY 86. I hi s 
calculation is based upon the following formula considerations.

(1) $30.0 per regional corporation to be used for expenses of
conducting a community health aide program x 12 Corporal.’ons $ 360.0

(2) $8.0 per er.ch primary community health aide x 230 Aides 1,840.0

(3) $8.0 per skilled medical observer pilot p oject for an

anticipated 5 Southeast Alaska communities  40.0

The projected cocts are based on incorpor iting the total amount -equested 
in the Governor's FY 86 Operating Budget is an offset for this bill. The 
current FY 86 budget for this program is as follows:

$2,240.0

Health Grants BRU, Community Health Grants Component 
Norton Sound BRU, Health Services Component 
Maniilaq BRU, Health S' vices Component

$1,413.3 
103.8 

266. f

Total FY 86 Governor's Budget $1,783.7

Economic Impact

Not applicable

Impact on Local Government

Not applicable



MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Adelheid Herrmann

ERUM: Deborah L. Greenberg, Legislative Aide

DATE: March 4, 1985

SUBJECT: Background Information on the Community Health Aide Program
and House Bill 21b

A Community Health Aide, or CHA, is a para-professional health care 
provider wno provides primary health care services in rural Alaska.

The CHAs are the link between rural communities and the appropriate 
health care back-up system. In many communities, the CHA is the only 
health care provider. They make the initial assessment of v/hat kind of 
nealtn problem a patient is having, and by working under the supervision 
of an Indian Health Service Physician, or other medical professional, may 
administer certain drugs, put in stiches, help deliver babies, or handle 
emergency health problems.

Most importantly, the Community Health Aide-: constitute the brigade of 
health care workers who work actively throughout rural Alaska to fight 
the spread of diseases such as hepatitis B, heipatitis A, and tuber­
culosis. Although the Community Health Aide Program is a rural health 
care program for communities with limited health care professionals, the 
work of Community Health Aides benefits the whole state. Preventing 
outbreaks of disease in rural areas, is an important factor in preventing 
statewide epidemics of contagious diseases.

As local people, the Community Health Aides can operate swiftly and 
effectively in reaching rural residents to administer vaccines. As local 
residents familiar with the problems in the communities where they work, 
the CHAs can break the ground in educating rural residents about how to 
prevent health problems and disease. For example, their role in pre­
ventive health care and health care education has helped decrease the 
incidence in infants of otitis media, which is a middle ear infection.

To become certified a Community Health Aide must complete three ten-week 
academic courses, serve in the field under the supervision of a 
physician, or other trained medical professional, and complete a rigorous 
examination. The courses are given at the Alaska Area Native Health 
Service in Anchorage, at the Norton Sound Health Corporation in Nome, and 
at the Kuskokwim Community College in Bethel.

The courses include learning how to make initial assessments of a medical 
situation, the administering of primary health care, and some training in 
nandling emergency situa ions.

The problems with certification are that it takes too long to complete 
all the steps. A CHA may complete the first course, and then it might 
not be another year or two before there is enough funding to send a CHA 
oack for the second and third course.



Representative Herrmann 

March 4, 1985 
Page Two

There are more delays in completing the "preceptorship", or the field 
internship, because of a lack of funds for the supervising physicians or 
other trained health care professionals to travel and oversee the CHAs.
By practicing without certification, the State can not be assured of 
providing an acceptable level of heatlh care to rural areas.

The other problem with not being certified, is that CHAs often work under 
a great deal of pressure, and without the proper training it leads to a 
great deal of frustration that leads to a high rate of turn-over among 
CHAs. The turn-over rate can lead to long period where a community has 
no nealth care personnel available. Bringing on someone new requires 
training them again.

Currently there are about 227 CHAs in the State and less them half of 
them are certified. These CHAs serve over 40,000 residents of all ethnic 

backgrounds in about 171 rural communities throughout the State.

The bill and the funding it provides would nelp solve the problems with 
the CHA program. Funding would be adequate to send CHAs iri for courses 
and training in a timely fashion. By providing monies for physicians and 
other trained personnel to travel to rural areas it would be possible for 
CHAs to complete their preceptorships, receive the training they need and 
operate more effectively because of the supervision. In short the funds 
could pay for the necessary tuition and travel, for supervision and tor 
alternate community health aides.

Federal funds have never been adequate for a CHA to complete the train­
ing, preceptrrship, and pass the exam in an exped::ious fashion. The 
State funds do not replace federal funds but help do what :he federal 
funds have never done.

Currently there is a lack of standardization in the Community Health Aide 
Program throughout the State. There is a disparity between those 
regions who have been able to secure funding to get CHAs through the 
certification process, and those who have not. There is a disparity 

between those regions who have been able to secure state funding for 
alternates and ^hose who have not.

House Bill 215 helps overcome this disparity by providing an equitable 
funding formula. Linder the provisions of the bill the funds that were 
previously made available to only a few regions will now be shared among 
all the regions.

The bill would allow the state regulate Community Health Aides, and at 
the same time increase their level of performance by providing the funds 
necessary for CHAs to achieve certification.



MtMORANDUM

TO : Representative Adelheid Herrmann

FROM: Deborah L .  Greenberg

D ATE: February 19, 1585

S U B J E C T : Summary and Durpose of the 1985 Community Health Aide Legislation

The problem with the Community Health Aide Program is that Community Health 
Aides (C H A s ) ,  who are local people at the forefront of providing prim ary health 
care in rura l a rea s , are not able to complete the minimum training for 
cert if ica tio n .

T h is  is because of a lack of funds for su p e rv is io n , anu a lack of funds to get 
CHAs trained in an reasonable period of time. T h is  is a big problem because it 
means that people are practicing as Community Health Aides without the benefit 
of the minimum available tra in in g , and therefore individuals dependent upon their 
se rv ices  could be receiving a higher standard of health care d e l iv e ry .

A lack of training makes the job r f  a health aide more complicated and s t re ss fu l 
and th is leads to high tu rn -o v e r .  Periods of h ig h -turn o ver may mean that no 
one is available to help people in remote areas with even the most basic health 
problems.

Federal Indian Health Serv ice  funds have never provided for adequate su p er­
vision and adequate training of CHAs in a reasonable period of time. T h is  is 
why health organizations have pursued State .funding. These State funds 
however do not replace federal f un d s.

The Community Health Aide Bill provides $30,000 to each the 12 Regional 
Health Corporations who admin'ster health care throughou. rural A laska . Pre­
v iously  only 6 of the 12 Regional Health Organizations received state funding for 
training health a ides. The bill establishes : . i  equitable funding formuia, and 
re flects  a compromise reached by the 12 Regional Health Director::

In addition there is  an $8,000 allocation for each CHA in each of the 12 regional 
corporations and in each of the three Local Health Organizations in Y aku ta t , 
T yo n ek , and Metlakatla, re sp ective ly . These funds cover training and 
supervision of CHAs and compensation for alternate health aides who take over 
in the absence of a CHA.

The allocation of $8,000 per health aide is also made available to a couple of 
remote communities who histoi ically have not been covered under the Indian 
Health Serv ice  Program, for ..<ample, Thorn Bay and Port A lexander.

The fiscal note for the bill will be about ',450,000, which is about 550,000 less 
than last y e a r 's  ve rs io n . The Bill includes a provision freeing the state from 
any respo nsib il ity  from in juries that may occur as re su lt  of providing these 
funds.

The CHA program has proved to be a ve ry  good way of providing low cost 
health se rv ices  to remote and rura! areas. The program is low cost for the 
State and for its  rec ip ien ts . The oill and funds are needed to ensure that an 
acceptable standard of health care is provided to the s ta te 's  rural res idents .
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Mai'Ch 4, 1985

The Honorable Max Gruenberg 
Co-Chairman House HESS 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Gruenberg:

We of the Association of. Regional Healtli Directors 
urge your support of House Bill 215- "An Act 
Relating to State Assistance for C o m m un ity Health 
Aide P r o g r a m s .M

C o m m u n i t y  Health Aides (CHA*s) are the sole 
frontline medical care providers in approximately 
200 communities throughout the state. These village 
based health aides provide acute he alth care, health 
education and counseling, care for the chronically 
ill and are the first responders to village-based  
emergencies for both Native and non-Native rural 
Alaskans. We believe the health aide's role and 
level of responsibility for providing medical care 
services to Alaskan residents justifies the 
establishment of a basic level of state support 
for the CHA program.

We recognize that the Federal Government has a 
commitment to the Native people of Alaska. 
Currently, basic federal funding of the pro gram 
provides for CHA salaries and benefits, but does 
not adequately provide for quality assurance 
programs or continuing health aide training, state 
support for these two critical prog ram activities 
is necessary to assure the provision of high 
quality, continuous health care services.



The Honorable M a x  Gruenberg 
Co-Chairman House HESS 
Page Two 
March 4, 1985

While most of us cannot be physi cally present for the 
Tuesday  HESS hearing of HB 215, we are in unanimous 
agreement that a strong Community Health Aide p r o g r a m  
is the critical Jink in and an essential prerequisite 
for the success o<. every component of the rural health 
care delivery system.

The passage of House Bill 215 will assure that all 
rural Alaskans receive the high quality m e dical care 
that they deserve.

Sincerely,

Association of Regional Health Directors 

Niles Cesar, President
Association of Regional Health Directors
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of Alaska

Aleutian/Pribilof Islands Association, Inc. 
1689 "c" Street, Suite 205 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 276-2700
Kathleen M. Sutcliffe, H e alth Director

Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 
P.O. Box 1C235 
Dillingham, Alaska 99576 
(907) 842-5101
Robert Clark, H e alth Director

Cook Inlet Native Association 
670 West Fireweed Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 278-4641
Jennifer Biusquet, Health Director

Copper River Health Department 
Drawer H
Copper Center, Alaska 99573 
(907) 822-5241
M s /. Billie Peters, Health Director

Kodiak Area Native Association 
P.O. Box 172 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
(907) 486-5726
Willie Wolf, Health Director

Maniilaq Association
P.O. B o x  256
Kotzebue, A laska 99752
(907) 442-3313
Nina Dahl, Health Tirector

The North Pacific Rim 
611 Bast Twelfth 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 276-2121
Dick Rolland, Health Director

North Slope Borough Health and
Social Services A g ency
P.O. Box 69
Barrow, Alaska 99723
(907) 852-3999
Mike Stackhouse, Health Director

Norton S o u n d  Health Corporation
P.O. B o x  966
Nome, Alaska 99762
(907) 4 4 j -5411
Carolyn Michels, Health Director

Southeast Alaska Regional Health Corporation
P.O. Box 2800
Juneau, *! iska 99803
(907) 789-2131
Niles Cesar, President

Tanana Chiefs conference, Inc. 
1321 - 21st Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 452-2446
David Mather, Health Director

Yukon-Kuskokwim Healt h Corporation 
P.O. Box 528 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(907) 543-3321
George Peratrovich, Health Director

/ft**
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Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation
P.O. Box 528

1 :

Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(907) 543-3321
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AL ASKA F E D E R A T I O N  OF NATIVES, INC. 
1984 A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 84-34 

TITLE* C O M M U N I T Y  HEALTH A I D E  T R A I N I N G

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the Alaska C o m m u n i t y  Health Aides are the backbone of 
health care d e l i v e r y  in rural and bush Alaska; and

Community Health Aides provide services to approximately
40,000 Alaska residents, Native and non-Na tive alike; and

Non-Native people are not being served by Community 
Health Aides w h e n  no other services are available, 
thereby reducing resources poten t i a l l y  available to 
Native beneficiaries; and

current training levels for 
unequal throu ghout Alaska; and

Commu n i t y  Health Aides are

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska, through its public h e a l t h  agents,
has asserted the desir a b i l i t y  of the S t a t e  in supporting 
the efforts of the Community Health Aide P r o g r a m  for the 
purpose of m a i n t a i n i n g  high quality, e q u i t a b l e  care to 
all Alaska residents; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has already committed p hilosophica lly
and financially, to support C o m m uni ty Health Aide 
Training in about half the State, t h e r e b y  creating in­
equity and lack of stability in tie S t a t e ' s  relationship 
with that program,

NOW T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska Fed era t i o n  of Natives 
supports p a s s a g e  of legislation which  wou ld provide 
equitable f inancial support for C o m m u n i t y  Health Aide 
training and s u p e r v i s i o n  throughout the S tate of Alaska.

RESOLUTIONS C O M K IrTEE RECOMMENDATION: DO PASS

C ONVEN T I O N  ACTION: PASSED



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a U k . v  ■ 1 2 3 5

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

SPEC IA L COM MITTEE ON F ISH E R IE S

POUCH V 

JUNEAU ALASKA 998M 

<907! <65 4737

P0  BOX 1065 

BETH EL ALASKA 99553

<507) 643-2922

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n e  B i n k l e y

MEMORANDUM

T O : Representative  Adelheid Herrmann

FROM: Rep resentative  Johne B ink le

D A TE : March 1, 1985

R E : House B ill 215 -  Community Health Aides

Attached is  a copy of information we received ju s t  ye s te rd a y  from the 
Y u kon -K uskokw im  Health Corporation which will se rv e  as b a ck -u p  for 
House B ill  215 concerning community health a ides. I f  you have 
questions please feel free to call my o ff ic e s .



Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation

'Fostering Native Self-Determination in Primary Care, Prevention and Health Promotion

_

lealthPromotion” M

February 20, 1985

Representative Johne Binkley 

Capitol Room 501 

State Capitol 

Pouch V

Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear Representative Binkley;

We appreciate the time and consideration given to our presenta­

tion on February 14th, as well as yo. r attendance at the Bush Caucus 

m e e ting with the Area Regional Health Directors.

As you are aware, the passage of the Health Aide Bill is 

critical to the survival of our Community Health Aide Program. Your 

support of this Bill would constitute a significant contribution 

toward its legislative passage. However, as we described to you, 

were the Bill to fail, our Program would, nonetheless, require State 

funding for its maintenance. We are, therefore, submitting the 

enclosed proposal per our discussion on Feb. 14th. Thank you for your 

attention to this matter which clearly has the potential to seriously 

jeopardize the health care service provide-', to the people of the YK 

Delta. If additional questions should arise, please let us know.

Respectfully,

Diana R. Silimperi MD

George  ̂ Peratrovich 

Executive Director

Enclosure

P.O. Box 528 Bethel, Alaska 99559 (907) 543-3321



YUKON KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION 

COMMUNITY HEALTH AIDE P R O G R A M

S u bmitted: February, 1985 

D. Silimperi MD 

Medical Director 

G. Peratrovich 

Executive Director
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In t r o d u c t i o n

The Community Health Aide Program (CHAP) is the ioundation of all rural 

primary health care in the Yukon-Kuskokwim (YK) Delta. Scattered over the 

75,000 sq. mile of the Delta are 48 village clinics (including 1 mid-level 

subregional clinic) that serve 18,000 people. The Yukon Kuskokwim Health 

Corporation (YKHC) employes 120 Community Health Aides (CHAs), primaries and 

alternates, to staff the clinics. The village-based CHAs provide acute health 

care for all age groups. They also serve the chronically ill, do basic health 

education and couns.elingj well child care, preventative medicine, and are the 

first-responders to village-based emergencies and trauma. All health programs, 

from Mental Health to Maternal Child Health or Emergency Medical Services, de­

pend upon the CHA for the delivery of effective health care in the village.

A  strong Community Health Aide Program is, thus, an essential prerequisite 

for the success of every component of the rural health system. Because of its 

role as the critical lynchpin in the rura.1 primary health sys ein, the Community 

Health Aide Program should be given top ; riority when considering funding pro- 

portionment. This proposal requests financial resources to ensure the survival 

of the Community Healtf Aide Program for the YK Delta.

Regional and Statewide Impact of YKHC's Community Health Aide Program

The essential role of YKHC's CHAP in the delivery of primary health caii 

to the villages of the YK Delta is outlined above. What may not be so obvious,

is the impact which the program has beyond the parameters of its own region.

YKHC's Community Health Aide Program is unique because of its ability to utilize 

another regional resource, the Kuskokwim Community College.

Health Aide Training (HAT) instructors from the College are responsible 

for teaching the basic CHA 12-week core curriculum. Our Community Health Aide 

Program closely integrates skilled basic CHA instruction with later supervision 

in the field. The Coordinators of both arms of the Community Health Aide Program,

Health Aide Training (HAT-KCC) and Health Aide Services (HAS-YKHC), work, to­

gether under the direction of YKHC's Medical Director to insure appropriate 

reinforcement and supervision of basic training concepts while the CHA is prac­

ticing in the village clinic. The integration of training and supervision offered 

by our Program is crucial for quality assurance of village-based health care, but 

also serves as an example for other Health Corporations. Furthermore, our Program 

is one of three regional Training Centers for CHAs in the state. The Community 

Health Aide Program teaching manuals developed by our staff have been used by 

other Health Corporations throughout the state as examples of consistant, accurate 

CHA instruction materials. In a similar manner, the development of the Superviscr- 

Instructor (SI) program (called Coordinator-Instructor Program in other regions) 

has resulted in the creation of a specialized SI orientation, SI training work­

shops and village trip assessment tools which the Corporation has shared with 

CHAP's in other regions of Alaska. The SI Program is an important component in 

the ongoirg process of quality assurance and field supervision of the CHAs. To 

qualify to be an SI, one must have attained certification as a Community Health 

Practitioner (CHP). Mid-level training (Physician Assistant or Family Nurse 

Practitioner) is desireatle. The Sis are assigned to specific village cli iics 

and make regular field trips to identify CHA support and training needs.



They are a key member of the village "health team" (Physician, State Public 

Health Nurse, Village CHAs, and SI) and function as the liaison or intermediary 

between the various team members. They also communicate closely with the HAT 

staff in order to identify those particular areas of training requiring rein­

forcement or attention in the field. Because of the SI Program, the CHAs re­

ceive regular and pertinent field instruction which insures the delivery of 

quality health care to the people of the YK Delta. And, because many of the 

materials or methods developed for YKHC's Supervisor-Inotructor Program are 

used by other Health Corporations, this Program contributes to the quality of 

health care in other portions of the state as well as the YK Delta.

In addition to training, YK's Community Health Aide Program also utilizes 

the Kuskokwim Community College's resources in its "bridging" program. This 

relatively new program is specially designed to provide Community Health Aides 

with an adequate foundation of math and language skills to allow them to readily 

pursue advanced mid-level training in a program such as Medex. In accordance 

with its mission statement, YKHC is "fostering Native self-determination in 

primary care, prevention and health promotion," through the bridging program.

In the future, it is anticipated that the blend of resources which KCC and 

YKHC possess will be utilized to develop long-distai health delivery mechanisms 

with applications in both training and direct care.

Objectives

The Chief objectives of this proposal are to:

I. maintain a team of 8 trained and qualified practitioners, called 

Supervlsor-Instructors, to provide ongoing field instruction and 

supervision to the village-based CHAs in order to guarantee quality 

health care service to the people of the YK Delta;

II. Provide the necessary teaching equipment and materials for this 

team of Supervisor-Instructors to utilize during the field in­
struction of CHAs;

III. Develop and produce advanced CHA training workshops (beyond the 

Basic Training level) in order to equip CHAs with specialized 

clinical skills needed in the full practice of primary health care;

IV. Provide "Refresher" instruction to CHAs trained or certified more 

than 3 yr. in the past in order to guarantee similar performance 
standards among all practicing CHAs;

V. Provide per diem and transportation costs for CHAs to attend Basic 

CHA training in Bethel leading toward certification as qualified 

Community Health Practitioners; and

VI. Decrease future health costs for acute and chronic health care

through the creation and maintenance of an effective primary health 
care delivery system staffed by CHAs.

Mandate for Health

The people of the YK Delta have made ic clear that they perceive village 

health care as a chief concern. Furthermore, the Board of Directors of the 

Health Corporation has designated primary health care as one of the main corporate 

priorities. This proposal is thus grounded on the expressed priorities of the 

people of the YK Delta. The funding requested is essential to guarantee the 

continuation of the level and quality of primary health care services offered
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by the Y K H C’s Community Health Aide Program. Without this money, neither the 

Supervisor-Instructor Program or Health Aide Training can be adequately main­

tained. Both quantity and quality of health care service will decline.

Funding Clarification

Currently, the Federal Government pays for the salaries and benefits of 

the primary CHAs. This proposal has no intention of lessening the degree of 

Federal support, nor of minimizing the ongoing Federal responsibility to the 

Native people of Alaska. However, Federal funding does not cover the costs of 

the Supervisor-Instructor Program or of Health Aide Training. In past years, 

Federal "Carry-Over” funds within other YKHC programs have been utilized to 

maintain the Community Health Aide Program (Training and Services) and the de­

veloping Supervisor-Instructor Program. However, this next year "Carry-Over" 

money will not be available. These expenses have never been covered by the 

Federal budget. During FY'85, th ~„ate provided YKHC with a modest amount 

of support for CHA travel and per diem costs during Basic Health Aide Training 

in Bethel, as well as support for part of the Supervisor-Instructor Program.

Without additionalSltate funds, we cannot maintain our Supervisor-Instructor 

Program which is critical for assuring quality CHA service. The ongoing field 

instruction, supervision and support provided by the Sis contribute both to CHA 

skill and spirit! The Sis also act as important intermediaries between all m em­

bers of the village "health team", thus assuring optimal service by each health 

care provider. The requested funds are also necessary to maintain essential 

Health Aide Training. YKHC's Basic Training costs arc for tuition, travel and 

per diem. The increase in Basic Trailing costs noted in this proposal's re­

quest (over FY'85 costs) is due to higher transportation expenditures caused by 

inflation. Basic Training consists of three (3) sessions, each 3-4 weeks in 

duration, plus a 2-week clinical preceptorship. As its title indicates, this 

instruction provides merely the foundation or core training for CHAs. The de­

velopment of higher level, more specialized courses is also necessary for a CHA 

to ultimately obtain the skills required for the only primary health care provider 

in the village. Maternal Child Health and Mental Health have been targeted as the 

first two areas requiring significant instruction beyond Basic Training. In 

addition, because of large improvements in the standards of our Health Aide 

Training Program over the last 3 years, we are faced with the need to offer a 

"Refresher" skills course to Community Health Practitioners. The discrepancy 

in skills between those more recently trained CHPs and past graduates is be­

coming increasingly apparent and requires immediate attention. None of these 

essential training workshops beyond the Basic Training level are included in 
current IHS or State CHAP funding.

Without the requested funding, we cannot continue our Supervisor-Instructor 

Program nor offer essential training (Basic and Advanced) to our CHAs. Both 

the Supervisor-Instructor Program and training are critical if the people of the 

YK Delta are to continue to receive quality health care service.

Preventative Savings

The creation of an effective, quality rural health delivery system ma i n­

tained through qualified CHAs who receive Basic and Advanced Clinical Training 

in Bethel (HAS and H A T ) , as well as ongoing field instruction and supervision 

(SI Program) should ultimately result in significant reductions in overall 

health care costs. For example, adequate prenatal care reduces the risk of com­

plicated pregnancies likely to result in high-risk infants requiring expensive 

perinatal hospitalization; early outpatient treatment of minor symptoms in the 

chronically ill, especially those with chronic lung or heart disease, reduces the
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frequency and duration of more intensive, inpatient hospitalizations; and well- 

child care programs such as immunizations for Diptheria, Pertussis, Tetanus or 

Hepatitis B significantly decrease the likelihood of serious childhood illnesses 

requiring hospitalization and resulting in long-term sequelae. These are just a 

few of the ways in which an effective Community Health Aide Program can contribute 

to decreasing future health care costs - costs often borne by the State.

Evaluation

The overall effectiveness of the Supervisor-Instructor program will be 

constantly monitored and evaluated by the Medical Director and the Coordinators 

of Health Aide Training and Health Aide Services. Individual Supervisor-Instructor 

performance will also be evaluated on a regular basis through a review of village 

trip reports, standard CHA evaluations of Supervisor-Instructors, CHA skill im­

provements, and assessments of Supervisor-Instructor problem-solving abilities. 

Various teaching tools developed for the Supervisor-Instructors, as well as the 

SI workshops will be evaluated at the conclusion of each session of use or pre­

sentation. All Health Aide Training courses, Basic or Advanced/Refresher will 

be e/aluated in a standard fashion at their conclusion. C H A s 1 performances at 

the completion cf a course and, later, in field practice are also used to reflect 

the effectiveness of the training program. Basic statistics regarding the number 

of SI village trips, number of CHAs or Sis attending training, number of CHA pa­

tient encounters, and when possible, significant changing trends in morbidity and 

mortality (presumably related to CHA interventions) will be tabulated regularly 

and made available to the State. An annual examination of goals, objectives and 

tasks will be performed for the entire Community Health Aide Program (HAT and HAS) 
by the Medical Director.

Conclusion

The Corporation recognizes that the Federal Government has a commitment 

to the Native people of Alaska regarding health care. Currently, Federal funds 

are used to pay CHA salaries and benefits. They do not adequately provide for 

the Supervisor-Instructor Program or Health Aide Training - two critical com­

ponents of the Community Health Aide Program that insure the delivery of quality 

health care to the people of the YK Delta. Without the requested State funding, 

the quantity and quality of health care in the Delta will be decreased.

The people of the Y K  Delta have designated primary health care to be a 

priority concern. The Community Health Aide Program is the foundation for all 

primary health c a r 2 in the villages. Therefore, this proposal carries the m a n­

date of the people in the request for financial resources to ensure the survival 
of the Community Health Aide Program for the YK Delta.
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THANK YOU. ----  :    - -------

FROM: TOM PITZKE
3040 .PATRICIA LANE • ‘ ,
ANCHORAGE, AK. 995.04 <H> 337-0155
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R E :

PUT THE HOT COALS TO THE SEAT OF GOVERNOR SHEFFIELD AND HAKE HIM 
DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE CROCKS THAT LAUNDERED STATE MONEY INTO 
THEIR POCKETS, BECAUSE OF POLITICAL FAVORITISM WHICH LEAD TO THE
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TO: . THE MEMBERS OF THE ALASKA STATE SENATE

. ‘ THE MEMBERS OF’THE ALASKA’ STATE HOUSE OF ' *
REPRESENTATIVES '■’ *.'

FROM: . EMMA AYOJIAK-CARLOS, MAYOR '
CITY OF TOGIAK , BOX 99, TOGIAK', ALASKA 99678.

SUBJECT: HB215. AND HEALTH BOARD FUNDING ’’ • ■

-  * * '

CITY OF TOGIAK SUPPORTS THE TWO INITIATIVES THAT NEED ' TO SEE
ACTION BY THE LEGISLATURE - .THE COMMUNITY HEALTH AID BILL - HB
215 AND A REQUEST FROM. THE ALASKA.NATIVE HEALTH BOARD FOR FUNDING 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $225,000.* I URGE YOUR FULLEST SUPPORT FOR 
BOTH * THANK YOU. ' '
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  BY THE A L E U T I A N / P R I B I L O F  ISLAND S A S S O C I A T I O N  
IN R E G A R D  TO H O U S E  H I L L  548: An Act R e l a t i n g  to State

A s s i s t a n c e  for C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  Aide P r o g r a m s

I n t r o d u c t i o n

The A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  Islands A s s o c i a t i o n  is the r e g i o n a l
n o n - p r o f i t  arm of the Aleut C o r p o r a t i o n .  As the largest
n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in the region, A / P I A  d e l i v e r s  a 
b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  of health, education, training, r e g i o n a l  
plann i n g ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  to the a p p r o x i m a t e l y
6,000 p e o p l e  who i n habit the A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  Islands c o m m u n i­
ties .

The p u r p o s e  of this p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  is to p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t i v e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  in r e g a r d  to H o u s e  Bill 548; "An Act r e l a t i n g
to S t a t e  A s s i s t a n c e  for C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m s . "

A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  I s lands  Region

The A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  Islands c o m p r i s e  a 1 2 8 , 0 0 0  square
m i l e  t r i a n g u l a r  area s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  Sand Point to A t n a
to the P r i bilof Islands. This r e g i o n  inclu d e s  11 c o m m u n i t i e s  
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  e a c h  othe r by w a t e r  or mounta i n s :  th ree first
class cities, three s e c o n d  class c ities and five t r a d i t i o n a l  
v i l l a g e s .  The p e r m a n e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  v a r i e s  due to the t r a n si ent 
na t u r e  of the f i s h i n g  industry; h o w e v e r  the p e r m a n e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
is e s t i m a t e d  at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6,000 people: 30-35% Natives,
65-70% n o n - N a t i v e .

This r e g i o n  has been d e s c r i b e d  by the U.S. Coast G u a r d  as
h a v i n g  the wor st w e a t h e r  in the world. The r e g i o n  is known 
as the b i r t h p l a c e  of- the winds. Rain, fog, r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  
cloud c ove rs and p o o r  v i s i b i l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s  make even the 
s h o r t e s t  ai r f l ight s a 50/50 p r o p o s i t i o n  and s u b j e c t  to 
delays, p o s s i b l y  for days at a time.

H e a l t h  Status

A c c i d e n t s  and v i o l e n c e  a c c o u n t e d  for over 31% of deaths
in the A l e u t i a n  census area in 1981. For the p e r i o d  1 9 7 6 - 1 9 8 0



a c c i d e n t s  w e r e  the l e a d i n g  cause of death for the age groups 
f r o m  five t h r o u g h  4 4 years. F r o m  age 4 5 and over, the l e ad ing 
causes of d e a t h  w e r e  m a l i g n a n t  n e o p l a s m s  and heart disease.

C u r r e n t  A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  H e a l t h  Care S y s t e m

U n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the Indian H e a l t h  Service (AANHS) the 
A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  Islands A s s o c i a t i o n  has been p r o v i d i n g  
p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  care s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  the use of C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  Aides (CHA's) for eight years. CHA's p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  
care to r e s i d e n t s  in seven A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  Islands 
c o m m u n i t i e s :  Akutan, Atka, False Pass, King Cove, Nikolski,
Sand Point and St. George. The CHA p r o v i d e s  e m e r g e n c y  care, 
a c u t e  and c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e  care and follow-up, h e a l t h  s u r v e i l­
lance and h e a l t h  p r o m o t i o n  a c tivities . CHA's w o r k  under 
s t a n d i n g  orders and p r o t o c o l s  and c o m m u n i c a t e  by v i l l a g e  
t e l e p h o n e  w i t h  A A N H S  p h y s i c i a n s  in Anchorage. In a d d i t i o n  
th e y  are s u p e r v i s e d  by the C H A  S u p e r v i s o r / C o o r d i n a t o r , an 
e m p l o y e e  of A/PIA. S e r v i c e s  to the residents  of U n a l a s k a  
are p r o v i d e d  by a p r i v a t e  D o c t o r  of O s teopath y. S e r v i c e s  
to r e s i d e n t s  of St. Paul are p r o v i d e d  by a Physi c i a n s  A s s i s t a n t  
d i r e c t l y  f u n d e d  by the AANHS. There are no f ormal h e a l t h  
care p r o v i d e r s  in N e l s o n  L a g o o n  o r  Cold Bay.

Ou r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  AANHS p r o v i d e s  f u n d i n g  for h e a l t h  aide 
s a l a r i e s  and benefits, the C H A  s u p e r v i s o r  s a l a r y  and benefits, 
s u p e r v i s o r y  t r a v e l  funds'; g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  s u p p l i e s , ancf 
o t h e r  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t i n g  costs s u c h  as telephone, rent, etc. 
The AANHS p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a t i o n s  for CHA use. A / PIA's current 
level of f u n d i n g  o n l y  allows us to p a y  CHA's for w o r k i n g  
a 4.5 hour day, 5 d a y  week. H e a l t h  Aides are “on ca^l" 24 
hours p e r  day: we can o n l y  p a y  t h e m  for 4.5 hours. In addition, 
our c u r r ent level of f u n d i n g  onl y allows for ft o n e  "yearly] 
C H A  S u p e r v i s o r / C o o r d i n a t o r  trip to e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  to— m O h i t o p  
C H A  activi t i e s .  T h e r e  is g e n e r a l l y  no f u n ding to p r o v i d e  
y e a r l y  c o n t i n u i n g  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  for CHA's b e y o n d  basic 
training. (AANHS p r o v i d e s  the 10 w e e k  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  program .) 
T h e r e  is g e n e r a l l y  no f u n d i n g  to train a l t e r n a t e  CHA's. 
A l t e r n a t e  CHA's w o r k  in the p r i m a r y  CHA's absence. The a l t e r n a t e  
g e n e r a l l y  r e c e i v e s  o n - t h e - j o b  t r a i n i n g  b y  the p r i m a r y  CHA 
or by the CHA S u p e r v i s o r / C o o r d i n a t o r  d u r i n g  a s u p e r v i s o r y  
v i s i t  to the community .

N e e d  for State S u p p o r t

T r a d i t i o n a l l y  the C H A  p r o g r a m  was f u nded s olely  by the Federal 
g o v e r n m e n t  and was d e s i g n e d  to p r o v i d e  h ealth care services 
to rural A l a s k a  Natives. In r e c e n t  years, however, CHA's 
have been p r o v i d i n g  an i n c r e a s i n g  n umbe r of s e r vices to 
n o n - N a t i v e s  as i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  of n o n - N a t i v e s  have m o v e d  
to r u r a l  v i l l ages. In m a n y  communities, i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  
A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  I sland  commun i t i e s ,  the CHA is the only 
m e d i c a l  care p r o v i d e r  and is m o r a l l y  and l e g ally m a n d a t e d  
to p r o v i d e  s e r vi ces to those n o n - N a t i v e s  in need. The demands



o n o u r  C H A ' s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  in t h e  o a s t  f e w  y e a r s . T h e  d e m a n d  

is c o n s t a n t ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  s e r i o u s l y  i n c r e a s e s  

d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  f i s h i n g  s e a s o n s .  In F Y ' 8 2 ,  t h e  S t a t e  r e c o g n i z e d  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  S t a t e  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  

p r o g r a m  b y  f u n d i n g  t w o  r o g r a m s .  In F Y ' 8 3  t h e  s u p p o r t  w a s  

i n c r e a s e d :  f o u r  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  f u n d e d .  A n d  in F Y ' 8 4  s e v e n

p r o g r a m s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  f u n d e d .  T h e  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  ha s  

a l l o w e d  h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  a h i g h  q u a l i t y  of 

m e d i c a l  c a r e  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p e r v i s o r y  v i s i t s  

b y  t h e  C H A  S u p e r v i s o r / C o o r d i n a t o r , b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  

c o n t i n u i n g  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a n d  by  

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s o m e  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  o r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  
C H A ' s .

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e s  a r e  t h e  s o l e  f r o n t l i n e  p r i m a r y  m e d i c a l  

c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  f o r  m a n y  p e o p l e ,  N a t i v e  a n d  n o n - N a t i v e  in 

r u r a l  A l a s k a .  T h e i r  r o l e  a n d  l e v e l  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in 

p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  to r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s  j u s t i f i e s  o u r  c o n c e r n  

f o r  a d e q u a t e  c o n t i n u i n g  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  t r a i n i n g ,  a d e q u a t e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t .  3 a s i c  t r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e s  t h e  C H A  

w i t h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d e l i v e r  

p r i m a r y  c a r e  in a s a f e  a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  m a n n e r .  H o w e v e r ,  s u p e r ­

v i s i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  is i m p e r a t i v e  to 

a s s u r e  o n g o i n g  q u a l i t y  c a r e .  C H A ' s  c a n n o t  w o r k  in a v a c u u m .  

O n - g o i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  e v a l u a t i o n  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  a s s u r e  h i g h  

s t a n d a r d s  o f c a r e ;  a t t e n d a n c e  at c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s e s s i o n s  

is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  a s s u r e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  of  c a r e .

T h e  S t a t e  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  f e d e r a l  

C H A  p r o g r a m  f u n d s  t o  e n s u r e  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i s i o n  

b y  p r o v i d i n g  f u n d i n g  t o  s e v e n  r e g i o n a l  h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

i n F Y ' 8 4 .  S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n  C H A  p r o g r a m s  in 

o u r  s t a t e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e an  i n e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  f u n d s .

A l l  r e g i o n a l  C H A  p r o g r a m s  a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  l i m i t e d  f e d e r a l  

f u n d i n g .  H o u s e  Bill, 548 w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u ­

t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  t o  a l l  p r o v i d e r s  of C H A  s e r v i c e s .  H o u s e  

B i l l  5 4 8  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  f u n d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  

t h e  a d e q u a t e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  o n g o i n g  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r  

h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  to  r u r a l  A l a s k a n s .  W e  at a / P I A  u r g e  p a s s a g e  

of  HB  5 4 8  f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  d e l i v e r y  of  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  
c a r e  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n s .



o f  A l a s k a

A s s o c i a t i o n  of R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  D i r e c t o r s

A le u T lB n / P r lP I le f  I ' la n e s  A s s o c ., In c . 
16S9 "C "  S c re e T , Ssccn fi F lo o r 
A rcn o ra ce , A la sk a  99501 
(907! 276-2700

B r i s t o l  Bay Area rie a ltn  Corp.
P .O . Bex 10235 
O illin g r .a m , A la sk a  99576 
(907) S42 -510 I

Coon In le t  N a tive  A sso c .
670 W. F irew eefl Lane 
A n crc ra c e , A la sk a  99503 
(907! 278-A 6 - 1

Copper R iv e r  H ea ltn  O ect.
Drawer H
Ccpsef C e n te r, A lasne 99:73 
(907) 522-5241

K o d a k  Area N a tive  A sso c .
= .D . Bex 172 
k o d a k , A la sk a  99615 
(907) 456-5726

Van! 1 i aa A sso c .
P .O . Bex 256 
KcTieD ue, A la sk a  99752 
(907) 442-3313

'tie  Norm  F a c if  ic  Rim
903 n . N orthern L .'c r .ts  B lv C .
S u ite  203
Ancnorace, A la sk a  99502 
(907) 276-2121

Nor tn  S ic o e  Borcuch H ealth  
ana S o c ia l S e r v ic e s  Agency 

P .O . Box 69 
Barrow , A la sk a  99723 
(907! 852-3999

Norton Soyna H ea lth  C orp .
P .O . Box 966 
Name, A la sk a  99762 
(907) 443-5411

So u th e a st A n .ska  Reg io nal H ea lth  C o rp . 
P .O . Box 2800 
Juneau, A la sk a  99603 
(907) 789-2131

Tanane C h ie fs  C o n feren ce , In c .
1321 -  2 1 st Avenue 
F a ln p a n ks , A la sk a  99701 
(907) 4 ‘2-24 46

Yukon-Kuskoxwim  H ealth  Corp.
P .O .Bo x 528 
B e th e l, A la sk a  99559 
(907) 543-3321

March 5, 1984

The Honorable Adelheid Herrmann
A laska  S ta te  Le g is la tu re
Pouch V (M S 3100) Juneau, A laska  99311

Dear Adelheid :

On behalf of the Association of Regional Health D ire c to rs  
I would l ike  to thank you for all the work you have done 
on HD 548. Th e  Association of Regional Health D ir e c to rs ,  
along with the A laska  Native Health Board has been 
s tru g g lin g  to develop such a bill fo r  th ree y e a rs  now. It 
is  only through yo u r e f fo r ts  that I feel that we were able 
to bring th is  work to fru it io n  and on behalf all the c o r ­
porations I would l ike  to thank you.

I will continue to coordinate with Denny DeG ross and 
p re s s  p o lit ic a l ly  fo r  th is  b i l l .  I appreciate  any in form a­
tion which you may have which you th in k  would be 
helpfu l or any areas where we can provide additional 
a ss is ta n ce  to en su re  the passage of th is  b i l l .

A g ain , ' .hank you fo r  all your hard w ork . It  is appreciated

Cond1»ally,

David M ather, Chairman
Association of Regional Health D irecto rs

c c :  Denny D eG ro ss , ANHB

29m5
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M r . V e r n  H u l b e r t  

P a c e  2

M a r c h  2 3 .  1 9 5 4

p r o v i d e r  , I c = t  v e r y  d e p r e s s e d  o r  eiTn'not i o n  a i i y  u p s e t  s o m e t i m e s .

I c a n  t a k s *  s o  m u c h  a t  t i m e s .  a = a n y  o t h e r  ncr.Tiai h u m a n  b c - i n c  c a n .  

a n d  m y  h u s b a n d  i s  v e r y  g o o d  a t  t a k i n g  a l l  t h a t .

w r i t t e n f a n d  I h o p e  i t  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d .  I h a v e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  -for

c :  / “A d e l h e i d  H e r r m o n n

R i c h a r d  S c h u l t e  

M i l o  F r i t r

R o b e r t  K. B e t t i s w e r t h  

P e t e r  S o i l  

•Jack M c B r i d e

I t h i n k  H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  h-48 t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  e v e r



St. Paul

S t  George

A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c .
Nelson L *90on

£

1689 C Street 

Anchorage, Aiaska 99501 

Phone (907) 276-2700

Fuse Pass

o o

A p r i l  6, 1984

rAtka
G> &

6 £=>

UnaiasKd^Z,

Ak u i a n

G &  o"

NikoiSki

The H o n o r a b l e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
Junea u,  A l a s k a  9 931 1 

D e a r  A d e l h e i d :

I am  w r i t i n g  to t h a n k  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  for  all the ti me  
and  e i f o r t  y o u  p u t  i n t o  the d e v e i o o m e n t  a n d  o a s s a c F  of 
HB 548.

W e  b e l i e v e  thi s b i l l  w i l l  b e n e f i t  al l  of the r e s i o e n t s  
of o u r r e g i o n .  It is g o o d  to k n o w  th a t se me  D e o o l e  r e c o c n i z e  
the i m p o r t a n c e  of p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  to r u r a l  
A l a s k a n s .

O n c e  ag ain , we  a p p l a u d  y o u r  g o o d  w o r k.

K a t h l e e n  M. S u t c l i f f e



B R I S T O L  B A Y  A R E A  H O S P I T A L

P.O. B o x  10235 

D I L L I N G H A M ,  A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 6

PHONE 19071 842-5r01 
842-5702

March 1, 1984

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Adelheid Herrmann 

Alaska State Legisl a t u r e  

Pouch V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Herrmann,

It was ver y  generous of you to allow us the time to discuss our concerns 

witn you on the a f ternoon of the 28th of February. We were very pleased to 

be able to present our proposal in such detail, while giving you an update 

on the progress of the Bristol Bay Area Hospital.

As we discussed, our main concerns include the $80,000 proposal for a new 

portable X - r a y  m a c h i n e  and a portable Ultra-sound m a c hine for the Bristol 

B ay Area Hospital. While it is late in legislative year, we hope that this 

request can be added on to an existing bill in the form of an a m endment or 

put on a capital e q u i p m e n t  listing.

M y  other concerns for this current legislative year include supporting SSHB 

19, repelling the c ertificate of need program, that is curr e n t l y  in the 

Senate HESS committee; supporting HB 548, State assistance r z r  c o m m u n i t y  

health aide programs, c u r r e n t l y  in the House HESS committee and finally 

s tro n g l y  opposing SB 460, an act renaming and expanding the functions of the 

M edicaid Rate Commission and providing for the regulation of rates charged 

for services provided health facilities.

As I indicated to you at our meeting, these issues are important to the 

Bristol Bay Area Hospital and we are hoping for your support. If there is 

a nything that I can do to help in yo u r  reelection, please feel free to write 

or c a l 1.

John H. Dumbolton 

A dministrator



M A R  1 4  1 9 8 4

T O : Representative Arieiheid Herrmann, District 26 
Representative Mae Tischer, Chair, HESS Committee

F R O M :

S e n a t o r  B o b  M u l c a h y ,  D i s t r i c t  N

Maddy Chu, CHAP Program, Bristol Bay Area Health 
Corporation, Dilli" ■ rm, Alaska yy576

SUBJECT; HE 548, Community Health Aid Prcgram

Urge your support of UBS48 and that it be moved from the JIES’S 
Committee and on to the floor for passage.

Health Aides provide basic level health care in remote areas of 
Alaska. This i3 a service required by all rural or village

continuing education should be provided on an annual basis.

Health Aides are responsible for primary care and emergency care. 
The responsiblities extend over a 24 hour a day period. Vacation 
and personal time are usually planned, secondary to the job 
r es ponsiblities. Health Aides requre a arable, supportive 
administrative staff at the home Native health corporation and 
consistent field supervision.

The role, function and liability status of Health Aides in the 
1380's needs t o be updated. Salaries should be commensurate with 
res p on s ibilities.



B R I S T O L  B A Y  A R E A  H E A L T H  C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. Bo x 1 0 235 

D i l l i n g h a m , a l a s k a  9 9 5 7 6

1 r >o, PHONE: 907) 842-5266
F e o r u a r v  24, 1984}  ’ (907) 842-5267

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  

R o o m  2 1 2 -B

A l a s k a  S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V (MS 3100)

Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  A d e l h e i d :

On F e b r u a r y  23, 1984, Bristol Bay Ar e a  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  E x e c u t i v e

C o m m i t t e e  met and p a s s e d  a m o t i o n  in full s u p p o r t  of H B 5 4 8  r e g a r d i n g  C o m m u n i t y  

H e a l t h  Aides.

As you are aware, B B A H C ' s  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t s  32 v i l l a g e s  in the 

Bristol Bay A r e a  and is the 3oard of T r u s t e e s  for our 29 bed h o s p i t a l .

Ou r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has in e x c e s s  of 70 p e o p l e  on our p a y r o l l  in the c o m m u n i t y  

H e a l t h  Aid e  P r o g r a m  ( i n c l u de s  a l t e r n a t e s  and c r a i n e ^ s / s u p e r v i s o r s ) that take 

c are of the m a j o r i t y  of our s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  oi a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6000 pe o pl e  

( N a t iv e s  and n o n - N a t i v e s ) .  The w o r t h  of our C H A ' s  has been r e c o g n i z e d  

s t a t e w i d e ,  n a t i o n  w ide and w o r l d  wide. It onl y  m a k e s  s e n s e  that the S tate cf 

A l a s x a  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  in a s s i s t i n g  this fin e  p r o g r a m  and h e l p i n g  IHS and the 

r e g i o n a l  h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  so that e v e r y o n e  m a y  c o n t i n u e  to b e n e f i t  f rom 

t h e i r  fine ser v i c e s .

We r e m a i n  a v a i l a b l e  to a s s i s t  in any w a y we c a n  to h e l p  have the p r o p o s e d  

H 3 5 4 8  b e c o m e  r e a l i t y  on an o n - g o i n g  basis.

Yours in heal t h .

R J C :sf *

c c : 3BAHC 3 oard of D i r e c t o r s

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  Board 

1135 W e s t  S t’n A v enue,  S u i t e  2 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

AFN, Inc.

411 West 4t h  A v e n u e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

S i n c e r e l y  yo u r s ,

R o b e r t  J. C l a r k

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

S e n a t o r  Bob M u l c a h y  

R o o m  5 1 2 - C

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V (MS 3100)

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811



North Slope Borough 
Health and Social Services 

Agency
3c*  65 007)  £52-3999

Barrow. Alaska S9723 (gov. £52-3065
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A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n
A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
P o u c h  v
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  
A t t e n t i o n :  D e b r a  G r e e n b e r g

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H e r r m a n n ;

I w o u l d  li ke  to t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  on b e h a l f  of t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  
B o r o u g h  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  A g e n c y  to e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  of 
H o u s e  B i l l  548. O u r  H e a l t h  A i d e s  p u t  in 2 4 - h o u r  on c a l l  c o v e r a g e ,  
s e v e n  d a y s  a w e e k  in o r d e r  t o  a l l e v i a t e  p a i n  a n d  i l l n e s s .  T h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  of S t a t e  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w o r k  t h e y  p e r f o r m  is g r e a t l y  a p ­
p r e c i a t e d  .

S i n c e  t h e  b il l, a s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  a p p e a r s  to e l i m i n a t e  t h e  N o r t h  
S l o p e  B o r o u g h  f r o m  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t a k i n g  
s t e p s  t o s u b s t i t u t e  o r  ad d  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  w o u l d  a d m i t  o u r  M u n i c i p a l  
S t a t u s .

T h e  B o r o u g h  is n o t  a N o n  P r o f i t  C o r p o r a t i o n  as s t a t e d  in p a r a g r a p h
1 8 . 2 8  . 040 (2), n o r  a r e  we  a t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ............ p a r a g r a p h
1 8 . 2 8 . 0 5 0  ( 2 ) (A). T h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  is a H o m e  R u l e  B o r o u g h  
a n d  a m u n i c i p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

.^1 /:

M i c h a e l  S t a c k h o u s e  
D i r e c t o r
H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  A g e n c y  
N o r t h  S l o p e  3 o r o u g h

cc: M S  f i l e s
LB  f i l e s  
F i l e s

L B : M S : h i
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K Q D i A K  A R E A  N A T I V E  A S S O C I A T I O N

M a r c h  14, 198 4

A i d e l a i d  K e r m a n  

C h a i r p e r s o n  B u s h  C a u c u s  

C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V 

June a u ,  A l a s k a  

9 9 8 1 1

T o  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A i d e l a i d  Herm a n ,

T h i s  l e t t e r  is in r e f e r e n c e  to H B  548 r e g a r d i n g  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  Aides.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m  is the c e n t r a l  and m o s t  c r u c i a l  a s p e c t  of 

h e a l t h  c a r e  in r u r a l  A l a s k a .  Th e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e s  h a v e  been and 

c o n t i n u e s  to be o f  v i t al  i m p o r t a n c e  to their p e o p l e  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  the 

f i r s t  p e r s e  i to a s s i s t  the p a t i e n t  in r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

M e d i c a l  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  k n t w l e d g e  is c o n t i n u a l l y  d e v e l o p i n g  an d  c h a n g i n g ,  so 

o u r  h e a l t h  a i d e s  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to g r o w  in k n o w l e d g e  in o r d e r  to k e e p  up 

w i t h  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  in m e d i c i n e  and t h e r e b y  p r o v i d e  the m o s t  o p t i m u m  c a r e  

for the p a t i e n t .  C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a r e  th e  m o s t  e f f e c i e n t  way 

to p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  o n  m e d i c a l  t e c h n o l o g y  c h a n g e s  to the C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  

Ai d es .  F u n d i n g  for s u p e r v i s i o n  and t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  is n e e d e d  to h a v e  the 

h e a l t h  a i d e s  p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  r e c o g n i t i o n  and c a r e  of m e d i c a l  pr o b l e m s .

T h e  K o d i a k  A r e a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  H o u s e  B ill 5 ^ 8  a n d  h o p e  m e m b e r s  

of the H o u s e  w ill s u p p o r t  it and t h e r e b y  the m e d i c a l  n e e d s  of r u r a l  Alas k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K O D I A K  A R E A  N A T I V E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

G o r d o n  L. Pull a r ,  President.

H e a l t h  D i r e c t o r



YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION
P.O . Bo* 520 
B e th e l, A la sk a  99559 
(907) 543-3321

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o n y  V a s k a  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99311

M a r c h  12, 1984

L e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V a s k a :

T h e  O t i t i s  M e d i a / S p e c i a l  P a r  P r o g r a m  w o u l d  l i k e  to e x t e n d  i t s  s u p p o r t  of 

H o u s e  3 i l l  No. 548.

F r o m  o ur  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h  a i d e s ,  poo r  

s a l a r i e s  a n d  l a c k  of t r a i n i n g  a r e  t h e  tw o  raa.n a r e a s  of j o b  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  F u n d i n g  

c-f H o u s e  B i l l  5 ^ 8  w o u l d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  d e c r e a s e  

t h e  p r e s e n t  h e a l t h  a i d e  a t t r i t i o n  rate.

A s  a B e t h e l  - b a s e d  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  t r a v e l s  to v i l l a g e s  in t h e  Y u k o n  - 

K u s k o k w i m  area, w e  ca n  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  w o r k l o a d  

p l a c e d  on o u r  h e a l t h  a i d e s .  Of t e n ,  t h e y  w o r k  e v e n i n g s  to h e l p  v i s i t i n g  h o s p i t a l  

and Y K H C  s t a f f  a n d  r e c e i v e  n o  m o n e t a r y  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  H e a l t h  a i d e s  in t h e  Y u k o n  - 

K u s k o k w i m  a r e a  a r e  t h e  l o w e s t  p a i d  in t h e  stat . D u e  to t h e  h i g h  t u r n o v e r ,  w e  

.see p r i m a r y  and a l t e r n a t e  h e a l t h  a i d e s  h a v i n g  to p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  w i t h  l i t t l e  

or n o  t r a i n i n g .  A l l  t o o  o f te n ,  p a r t i a l l y  t r a i n e d  h e a l t h  a i d e s  q u i t  in f r u s t r a t i o n  

and t h e  v i s c i o u s  c y c l e  b e g i n s  aga i n .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  f o r  h e a l t h  

a i d e s  in t h i s  a r e a  w a s  27%! T h i s  y e a r  o u r p o g r a m  f o u n d  i t s e l f  m e e t i n g  n e w  h e a l t h  

a i d e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  or n o  t r a i n i n g  on e a r  e x a m s  in o v e r  a t h i r d  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  

we  v i s i t e d .

B y  c h a n n e l i n g  m o r e  f u n d s  i n t o  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s a l a r i e s ,  h e a l t h  a i d e  s a t i s f i c a t i o n  

w i l l  i n c r e a s e ,  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  w i l l  drop, a n d  b e t t e r  m e d i c a l  c a r e  w i l l  b e  r e c e i v e d  

in t h e  v i l l a g e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t  f o r  h e a l t h  a i d e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  

w i l l  d e c r e a s e  d u e  t o  f e w e r  n e w  h e a l t h  a i d e s  n e e d i n g  t o  b e  t r a i n e d .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B il l  548.

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  do not h e s i t a t e  t o  call.

S i n c e r e l y ,

O t o l o g y  S p e c i a l i s t E a r  P r o g r a m  A s s i s t a n t

O t i t i s  M e d i a / S p e c i a l  E a r  P r o j e c t
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ALASKA ABCA NATIVE HEALTH SERVICE 
BOX 7-7AI

R e f e r  to: A - D  ( A -C H A P )  a n c h c b a g e Alaska 99lio

R o b e r t  L o n d o n  S m i t h ,  Ph.D. 

C o m m i s  s ioner

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

P o u c h  H - 0 1

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

De a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Smith:

m  i$34

RE CE I VE D

\R- Office o
-i. Corr.miss’.o":

•*1 s

'CV.-

I h ave j u s t  r e v i e w e d  i’E 548, "An  act r e l a t i n g  to s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  for 

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  I 

w o u l d  l i k e  to go on r e c o r d  as s u p p o r t i n g  this s i g n i f i c a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  in 

t erms of the C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m  (CHAP).

As D i r e c t o r  of the A l a s k a  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e rv i c e ,  I h a v e  c ome to k n o w  

and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i m p o r t a n c e  of the C H A P  in h e l p i n g  to m a k e  p o s s i b l e  an 

i m p r o v e d  h e a l t h  s t a t u s  of A l a s k a n  N a t i v e s .  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  .Aides (CHAs) 

are l o c a t e d  in 1 7 1 i s o l a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  f r o m  P o i n t  H o p e  to K a s a a n .  T h e y  

p r o v i d e  y e a r  r o u n u  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  care c o v e r a g e .  N o t  o n l y  does this 

c o v e r a g e  c o n s i s t  of e m e r g e n c y  and a c u t e  care, it als o  e m b r a c e s  a w i d e  

r a n g e l f h e a l t h  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and o t h e r  p r e v e n t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  D r u g s  m a y  

be admin: s t e r e d  b y  a C H A  u n d e r  a p h y s i c i a n ' s  d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  CHA, then, 

r e p r e s e n t s  the f r o n t  l i n e  in the d e l i v e r y  of h e a l t h  care, the l i n k  b e t w e e n  

v i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  the a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  b a c k u p  system.

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of the C H A P  is f o r m e d  by a c o n s i s t e n t  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a p u b l i s h e d  c u r r i c u l u m  and s k il l s  list. U s i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  

g u i d e l i n e s  and t e s t e d  a p p r o a c h e s  to t r a i n i n g ,  h e a l t h  c are p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  

w h e t h e r  in the t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  or the field, are b e t t e r  able to r e l a t e  to 

t r a i n i n g  n e e d s  of the CHAs. C H A  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is o f f e r e d  to t h o s e  C H A s  

w h o  are abl e  to a c q u i r e  the s ki l l s  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  m e e t  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  is a m i l e s t o n e  for a C H A  in the a c q u i s i t i o n  

of s p e c i f i e d  c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  a n d  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a C H A  m a y  p r a c t i c e  s a f e l y  

w i t h  an h i g h  l e v e l  of i n d e p e n d e n c e .  The t e r m  " p r a c t i t i o n e r "  is o f t e n  u s e d  

w h e n  r e f e r r i n g  to C H A s  w h o  h a v e  r e a c h e d  the c e r t i f i c a t e  level.
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Th e  d i f f i c u l t y  of m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  and 

c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  to s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  ana w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  v i l l a g e s  r e m a i n s  

an a c u t e  p r o b l e m  in m a n y  c o u n t r i e s .  T he  a c h i e v e m e n t s  of  the C H A P  in 

h e l p i n g  to r e d u c e  t h i s  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e  g a p  in r u r a l  A l a s k a  has 

r e p e a t e d l y  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  an d  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

T h e  C H A P  has b e e n  r e g a r d e d  by the W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  as as a m o d e l  

p r o g r a m  b e c a u s e  o f  its s u c c e s s  in u t i l i z i n g  the v i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t  in 

i m p r o v i n g  hi s  ow n  h e a l t h  status.

W i t h  the p a s s a g e  o f  HB 548, s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e .  

F r o m  the v i e w p o i n t  of A A N H S ,  the s t r o n g  f u n d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o p o s e d  in the 

b i l l  is w e l c o m e d  and e n c o u r a g e d .  T his b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  n o t  o n l y  for 

p r o g r a m  m a i n t e n a n c e  b u t  a l s o  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  and i m p r o v e m e n t .  

P a s s a g e  of this b i l l  w i l l  also see the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  m a k i n g  a 

m u c h - a p p r e c i a t e d  b u d g e t  c o m m i t m e n t  to the o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m .  It is a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  if the c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of w e l l - t r a i n e d  C H A s  p r o v i d i n g  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  

c a r e  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  s m a l l  r u r a l  c l i n i c s  is to be m a i n t a i n e d  and e n h a n c e d ,  

the c o m b i n e d  r e s o u r c e s  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  the P.egional H e a l t h  

C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  an d  A A N H S  w i l l  be req u i r e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Di r e c t o r

A l a s k a  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e



PO B o x  346

B e t h e l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 5 9

F e b r u a r y  21, 1984

T o n y  V a s k a  

P o u c h  V - M / S  5100 

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. V a s k a :

H e a l t h  A i d e s  a r e  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  on t h e  Delta. 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  f alls on t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  24 h o u r s  

a day, 7 d a y s  a w e e k .  A s  i m p o r t a n t  as h e a l t h  a i d e s  a r e  to t h e  D e l t a ' s  

m e d i c a l  p r o g r a m ,  t h e i r  r e m u n e r a t i o n  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  to be 

true.

H e a l t h  A i d e  t u r n o v e r  is f r e q u e n t .  T h e  s t a t e  l oses m o n e y  w h e n  

t r a i n e d  H e a l t h  A i d e s  q u i t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  b e c a u s e  f i n a n c i a l  r e w a r d s  

do not c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  s t r e s s  f e l t  o n  t h e i r  jobs.

I w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  g r e a t e r  f u n d i n g  of t h e  h e a l t h  a i d e

p r o g r a m  t o  1) m a k e  t r a i n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  to a g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s ,  

an d  2'* to i n c r e a s e  t h e  h e a l t h  a i d e  p a y  s c a l e  to m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t

th e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n .
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Association of Village Council Presidents 
P. O. Box 219 c Bethel, Alaska 99559 • Phone 543-3521

C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A I D E  P R O G R A M  ( C H A P )  

R E S O L U T I O N  # 8 3 - 1 0 - 0 4

A V C P  R E S O L U T I O N  I N  S U P P O R T  O F  P R O P O S E D  L E G I S L A T I O N  T O  

P R O V I D E  F U N D S  F O R  S A L A R Y  I N C R E A S E  A N D  T R A I N I N G  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  

H E A L T H  A I D E S  IN T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A ......

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m  ( C H A P )  is t h e  m a i n s t a y  

a n d  t h e  k e y  e l e m e n t  to a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  h e a l t h  

s y s t e m  i n  R u r a l  A l a s k a  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  Y u k o n -  

K u s k o k w i m  D e l t a ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  Y u k o n  K u s k o k w ' m  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  

I ' d e  P r o g r a m  is t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o g r a m  in t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  

o \  M  a s  k a , c o m p r i s e d  o f  a b o u t  1 3 0  h e a l t h  a i d e s  a n d  12 

adi. m  s t r a t i  v e / s u p e r v i  s o r y  e m p l o y e e s ,  s e r v i n g  t n e  p r i m a  *y 

h e a i , h  c a r e  n e e d s  o f  a r o u n d  13 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  in 4 8  

v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i .  D e l t a ,  e x c l u d i n g  S e t h e l ;

W H E R E A S ,  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  i t s  f o r m a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  

C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m  i n  t h e  Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  

D e l t a  h a d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t s e l f  in a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h e  o r i g i ­

na l  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  a s i d e  f r o m  i t s  b e i n g  c o n s t a n t l y  

a w a r e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  m a n d a t e  a n d  m i s s i o n ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h e a l t h  a i d e  in e a c h  Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  v i l l a g e  

h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  i m m e n s e l y  a n d  is c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  d e l i v e r y  

o f  q u a l i t y  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  to e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  v i l l a g e r  

n o w  a n d  in t h e  f u t u r e ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  w i n d s  o f  c h a n g e  t h a t  a f f e c t  us all p l a c e  i n c r e a s i n g

d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  e n t i r e  h e a l t h  s y s t e m  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C o m m u n i t  

H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m  w h i c h  m a k e s  it n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  

m o r e  s t a b i l i t y  in t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  

h e a l t h  a i d e s  a n d  m o r e  t r a i n i n g  to o u r  h e a l t h  a i d e s  in o r ­

d e r  t o  m e e t  n e w e r  a n d  m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  d e m a n d s  f r o m ,  

w a n t s  a n d  n e a d s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ;

W H E R E A S ,  to a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  is a c r y i n g  n e e d  f o r  all

t y p e s  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a ll o f  u s  l i v i n g  h e r e  i n  t h e  Y u k o n -  

K u s k o k w i m  D e l t a  a n d  f r o m  o t h e r  s e c t o r s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
D e l t a  ;

W H E R E A S ,  m o r a l  a n d  huma.i s e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l

h e a l t h  a i d e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  c a p a o i l i t i e s  
o f  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s :

W H E R E A S ,  i t  is w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  t h a t  o u r  h e a l t h  a i d e s  in t h e  Y u k o n -  

K u s k o k w i m  D e l t a  a r e  t h e  1 o w e s t  p a i d  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s



A V C P

. Association of Village Council Presidents 
P. 0. Box 219 * Bethel, Alaska 99559 o Phone 543-2521

C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A I D E  P R O G R A M  ( C H A P )

R E S O L U T I O N  #

in t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  1 o w e s t  p a i d  h e a l t h  

a i d e s  a m o n g  t h e  12 nat'i v e ' h e a  1 th c o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m u n i t y  

H e a l t h  A i d e  P r o g r a m s ;

' W H E R E A S ,  T h e  R e g i o n a l  H e a l t h  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  12 n a t i v e  h e a l t h  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a r e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  'of . d e v e l o p i n g  a b i l l  

t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to a d d r e s s  t h e s e  i n ­

e q u i t i e s  in t h e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  s a l a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  

a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  A i d e  T r a i n i n g  n e e d s  o n  a 
S t a t e w i d e  o a s i s ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  A V C P  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e n t ,  

t h e  t h r u s t  a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  a b o v e - n a m e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l ;

A N D  B E  JT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  A V C P  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  

a n y  a n d  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d / o r  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  to p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  

h u m a n  s e r v i c e s ,  m o r a l ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r  

h e a l t h  a i d e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  s u r e l y  r e d o u n d  to t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  e a c h  a n d  

e v e r y  i n h a b i t a n t  in t h e  Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  D e l t a  R e g i o n .

P a s s e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  4-his / V  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 3

'/ (jtiv / l  YfsC  r ' S V c  -

W i l l i e  K a s a y u l i e ,  C h a i r m a n  i v a n  M. i v a n ,  P r e s i d e n t

sc/rH f  F 2 _  / c -  //< -/ / f  J
D A T E  D A T E  S I G N E D



s  o w t h  C e n t r a l

H e a l t h  P l a n n i n g  a  d  D e v e l o p m e n t .  I n c .

1135 Wes: {Eighth Avenue • Suite 1 • Anchorage, Alaska 99501

(907) 27S-3631

February 29, 19S4

Honorable Adelheid Herrmann 
Alaska State House of 

Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Respresentative Hermann:

Re: HB 548 Relating to Community Health Aide Training and Support

The full Board of South Central Health Planning and Development, Inc., 
met on February 25, i9S4. The proposed bill to provide funding for 
Community Health Aide training was discussed fully. A motion to support 
the concepts of HB 548 was passed unanimously.

The Community Health Aide program continues to be the most effective, 
least costly, and best accepted health care service in. rural Alaska. I 
urge you to act expediently to support this Bill.

Sincerely,

President

Attachment

SL/ab



J  '

S O U T H  C E N T R A L  H E A L T H  P L A N N I N G  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T .  

P R E S E N T  S T A T U S  Off F U L L  F O A R D  M E M B E R S

I N£

t2kife“;Cg!S 2 1  Z  Al.fi-i.jt:_on C h a i n

C o n s u m e r :  M a r i e  Osterbacl-
P.O. Bo:: 1-56

S a n d  Po int . A] a s I a 99661 
H  o m  c?: 3  8  C  •- 2  3  6 3

S u b a r e a  6 2  -  I1 k! □ i. £ 1  P. si k X 2  2  ? f  A "  o h  o r  a c r

F'r ov i d c-r : Sh ar on An d or son
1 1 2 F i s h  Mivtcherv R o a d  
E a g l e  Riv,?r, FI a •?i.,v« 9 9 5 7 ~ 
Home?: 6 0 9 - 9 0 6 4  

Wa r 1-: 27 6-1 13 1  (e;:t. 3 3 0  >

u o n s u m e r :

F'r ovi d e r :

c o n s u m e r :

F'r ovi d e r :

L o n s u m e r :

L a u r a  L e e  C a l h o o n  

3 1 a r R’ out  o A , B O':: 2 0 <1S 1 

A n c h o r a g e .  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7  
Home: 3 4 4 — 7 4 6 3
Wor  k : 2 7 6 - 1 3 3 3

Bill F a u l k n e r
2011  A cw o t j d D r i v e
A n c h o  r a g e , A 1 a si: a 9 9 5 0 3
Home: 2""2~5091
W o r k : 2 7 2 - 2 5 5 7

F-st. or- Gal 1 a Q h e r  
1 7 6 6  Nor n i ng t i d e 
A n c h o r a  g e . A l a  s 1' a '99501 
Ho me : 2 7 9 - 4 1 3 7
Wo rk : 7 8 6 - 1 4 2 6

S t e v e  L e s k o

6 4 ] 9  B 1 a c k b e r r y
An c Li or a g e . A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2
Home?: 2 4 3 - 7  4 33
W o rk : 2 7 4 - 1 5 3 1

L i l l i e  M c G a r  v e y  
4 2 3 0 a  T a h o e  Dr i ve 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  « 9 5 0 2  
H o me: 24 3 — 1 0 7 S



U b h f e U f l J f r f ' i  U 11 n  1 b  I'iC  iJ  b  Cr

4 8 3  2  S u n d i  D r i v e  

A n c h o r s a c ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2  

H o m e :  2 4 3 - 5 5 6 6

C o n s u m e r :  J u l i e  H i l l e r

3 7 0 1  E u r e k a ,  S p a c e  5 7 A  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  

P h o n e :  2 7 6 - 1 t O O  < T T V )

H o m e :  5 6 1 - 0 5 8 3

C o n s u m e r  : Pi  11  Or-f i t e l  1 i

P . O .  Bo:: 4 2 3 2 7  

A n c h o r  a c e-. A 1 a s k a  9 9 5 0 9  
W o r k :  3 4 3 - 2 8 1 3

V a c a r c b e a t r-

V a c a n  c CD \~1 £> X 2 - 2 C
i _ _
v nt- a n t S e a t 2 - 5 C
I, l*r _ _ . mm J, 2 — 2 P

V a c a n t S e a t 2 - 4  P

V a c a r t S e a t 2 - 6 P

V a c a n t S e a t 2 - 7  p

S u b a r e a iv :• —  Bri_;

P r o v id er : B c b A p p e j.
Do:: 2 7 7 9

Di 1 1 i ng ham , AM a s k s  9 9 5 7 6  
Ho me: 8 4 2 - 5 2 1 4
Wor  k : 3 4 2 - 5 2 6 6

S u b a r e a  4J4 - C o o k  J.nl_et

C o n s u m e r :  K a r e n  C a r p e n t e r
S t a r  R ou t e ,  Box 40 
A n c h o r  Po i nt . A l a s k a  
Home: 2 3 5 — 6381

C o n s u m e r :  R o s e  Ida H e n d r i c k s
P.O. Bo:: 3 7 4 4 7 1  
Wasi 11a, A1 a s k a  9 9 6 3 7  
Ho me : 3 7 c — ..34
Wo rk : 3 7 6 - 3 3 4 / 5 6 2 - 3 1  48

C o n :i u m e r : G 1 o r i. a 0 k e s o n
B o m  8 6

P 5 me r  . A 1 a s k a '~'J 6 4 5
Ho me: 7 4 5 - 3 0 9 1



P r o v i d e r :  B e t h  T a e s c h n e r
Bo:: 56

Soldot.na. A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9  
Home: 2 6 2 - 4 2 S 7
Work: 2 6 2 - 4 3 4 4

C o n s u m e r :  R o b e r t  N i e b r u q g e
P.O. Bo:: 3 6 5
G1 e final 1 en, A1 a s k a  9 9 5 3 8  
Home: 8 2 2 - 3 2 5 6
Work: £ 2 2 - 3 2 2 3

S u b a r  e_a 1 6 - Kodi_ak .Island

P r o v i d e r : Dani el V a n  Wi eri n g e n  
P.O. Bo:: 1 127  
K o d  i a k . A 1 a s k a  9961 5 
Home: 42tj-595r''
W o r k : 4 3 6 - 3 2 8 1

S u b a r e a  £ 6  z N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Ri_m

P r o v i d e r :  J o n a t h a n  S e w a l 1
Box 1184■

Se w a r d ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 4
Home: ’2 2 4 - 3 5 7 7

Work: 2 2 4 - 5 2 0 5  (e::t. 207)

§ y ^ e ! 2 § s  H Z  Z  t i S C ^ Q Q  S o u n d  

Provi d e r : Car oi yn M ic h e l
P.O. Bo:: 9 6 6
N o m e , A i a s k a
H o m e : 4 4 3 - 2 0 2
Wor  k : 4 4 3 - 5 4 1

1 : 2  Z  Z y k o n - K u s k o k w i  m

C o n s u m e r :  L o u i s e  C h a r l e s
P.O. Bo>: 6 6 3  
Be t h e l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 5 9  
Home: 5 4 3 - 2 9 5 4

P r o v i d e r :  George? P e r  a tr o v i  c:n
P.O. Bo>: 5 2 3  
B e t h e l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 5 9  

Home: 5 4 3 - 2 4 7 c
• - W o r k :  5 4 3 - 3 3 2 1



ih!§ Q§ 2C£§ :£Qi£iiE:Qiji iri.si.55rj 

D i a n e  Muri
A1 as ka  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  Ser v i e :  
Be:: 7-741
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0  
Work: 2 6 5 - 3 3 1 2

Mi_l_i_tary 6 g & r e s e n t  at i c n a i  L : ai sc;-

Colonel L e s t e r  P a r k e r  
H o s p i t a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
E 1 m e n d o r t  A F B  Ho spi t a 1 
Elrnsndori , A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 6  
Wor k : 2 0 5 - 9 3 1 2



10. S E N A T O R  B O B  M U L C A H Y  #
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TISCHE R, C H A I R P E R S O N  OF THE HE S S C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, J U N E A U , A L A S K A  97311

FROM: J A N E T NORMAN, C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, P.O. BOX 116, NAKN EK , A L A S K A
7 9 6 3 3

S U B J E C T :  H O U S E  BILL 543

I W O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR  H O U S E  BI LL  548. I FEEL T H A T  THIS  IS 
AN I M P O R T A N T  BILL TH A T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  A L AS KA . I AM 
- E t K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  TO G ET  THE  B I L L  M O V E D  OUT OF THE HESS C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSED.

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TI S CH E R ,  C H A I R P E R S O N  OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99811

FROM: I M 0 G E N E  GAR DI N ER , C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, C L A R K S  POINT, A L A S K A  9 9 5 6 9

SU BJ EC T-  “-•"SF rti i =

; W O U L D  LI.su. TO E X P R E S S  HY S U P P O R T  F O R  H O U S E  BILL 540. I FEEt_ frIAT THIS IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  BILL. THAT B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A P E  IN ALL. OF R U R A L  ALASK A. I AM S E E K I N G  
YOUR  H E L P  10 GET THE BILL  M O V E D  OUT CF T H E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AN D PASS ED.

fc — «f*>r 4* 3 #  X felt

SE NT  BY A.M. SOR EN S EN , DLG LIO
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I MSG 3 4 - 0 0 0 2 1 6 4 1  PRTY  1 0 3 / 0 7 / 9 4  0 9 : 3 4 : 2 4  GRIG: L I 0 0  IN= 0 0 0 4  G U 7 =  0032
!> FROM: A N N A  MAY, D I L L I N G H A M  TO: J U N E A U  I N F O R M A T I O N

TA R GET : LJHK S U B J : P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E S

) TO: S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y
R E P R h S E N T A T  IVE..ADELHEID * H E R R M A N N . —
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A E  TI SC H E R ,  CHA IR . OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E

'ROM: M A R G A R E T  K. E C H U C K , C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, GEN. DEL. P L A T I N U M ,
A L A S K A  99651

NJBJF.CT : H O U S E  BILL 543
»

i A W O U L D  LIKE TO E X P R E S S’ MY S U P P O R T  FO R  H O U S E  BILL 548. I F E E L  THAT  T H I S  IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  BI LL  THAT B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN A L L  OF R U R A L  AL A S K A .  I AM S E E K I N G  
YO U R H E L P  TO GET THE B I L L  M O V E D  OUT OF TH E H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AN D  P A SS ED .

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB  M U L C A H Y
r,c-r.r.csENTATIVE A D E L H E I D  F" v.«;
.•;L: k E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TlSChc.. . JHAlRi w.._,_ .............  w u n H I T T E E
P O U C H  V, JUN EAU , A L A S K A  99811

• F R O M : L Y D I A  S C H O U T E N ,  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, G O O D N E W S  BAY, A L A S K A  9 9 5 3 9

' S U B J E C T :  H O U S E  BI LL  548

I W O U L D  LI KE  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FO R  HB 543. I FE EL  T H A T  T H I S  IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  BILL TH A T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN AL L OF R U R A L  AL A S K A .  I AM 
S E E K I N G  YO U R H E L P  TO G E T THE BI L l. M O V E D  OUT OF THE HESS  C O M M I T T E E  AND PASS ED.

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A E  TISCHER, C H A I R P E R S O N ,  HE SS  C O M M I T T E E

P O U C H  V. JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99811

ROM: H E L E N  C. GROAT, C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, GEN. DEL. NAKN EK,  A L A S K A
9 96 33

JSJECT H O U S E  BILL  54 0

I SUPPOi T H O U S E D  ILL 548. TH IS  IS AN s-.-CRT ANT BILL  THA T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  
N ALL U.c R U R A L  A L A SK A.  I An S E E K I N G  Y O U R  HELP' TO GET THE BI LL  M O V E D  OUT OF 
f:-i£ H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSE D.

aaBaaaraa
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r .<:- -■- -021 6-M PF-TY 1 0 3 / 0 7 / 9 4  0 9 : 5 7  56 G R I G  LIC-5 IN- 0 0 0 2  0111= 0 0 2 0
F - O H  '.r/JA M A Y , D I L L I N G H A M  TO. JUNEAIJ I N F O R M A T I O N
I A n G E T • LJnK SUBJ: P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E S

§ik)■ S E N A T O R  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  - HERRMANN._
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAY  TISCHER, H ES S C H A I R P E R S O N
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99911

FROM: V I R G I N I A  ALECK, C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, CH I G U I K  LAKE, A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 2

SUBJE CT.  HB 548

I W O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR  H G U S E B I L L  548. I F E E L  T H A T  T H I S  IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  TH A T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  AL A S K A .  I An
S E E K I N G  YO UR  H E L P  TO GE T TH E B I L L  M O V E D  OUT OF THE HE SS  C O M M I T T E E  AND P AS SED .

* » * • * * .  X XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXX* XX XX XXXXXXx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXx x x x XXXXXXx XXX x X XXX'

TO: . S E N A T O R  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  H E R R M A N N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MA E  TISCHE R,  HE S S C H A I R P E R S O N  
P O U C H  V, JUNF.MJ, A L A S K A  99311

F R O M • W A S S E L I A  N I C K O L A I ,  P R I M A R Y  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE, E K W O K , A L A S K A
9 9 5 8 0

SUBJEC T: HB S48

-I. W O U LD  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR u n "SF&Tl , t  f f v i . t h a t  T H I S  IS AN
• . V. B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  CA.v . ,„.L C" \ . .* *M S E E K -

iuUR h t L P  TO GET  THE B I L L  M O V E D  OU T  u. THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AN D PASSED.

TO: S E N A T O R  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  H E R R M A N N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A E T IS CHE R,  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  CH AI R .

FROM: . T A T A N I A  K A P A TO K,  C O M M U N I T Y  HEAI TH AIDE, K O L I G A N E K , A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 6

S UB JEC T:  HB 548

P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  H O U S E  BI LL  548. I FE E L THAT  T H I S  AN I M P O R T A N T  BILL  T H A T  
■ B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  AL AS KA . I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  TO  GET 
THE BILL M O V E D  OU T  OF TH E H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND P A SS ED . TH AN K YOU.
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TO- S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N  

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TIG CHER, H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R P E R S O N

FROM: A N N I E  WILSON, C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  AIDE. IGUIGIG, A L A S K A  9 9 6 1 3

O B J E C T :  H B 5 4 8

I JOULD L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  543. I F E E L  T H A T  T H I S  IS AN
i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  a l l  o f  r u r a l  a l a s k a . i a m  s e e k i n g

j OUR H E L P  t o  G E T  THE BI L L M O V E D  O U T  OF THE HESS C O M M I T T E E  A N D  P AS SED .
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S E N T  BY A.M. SO RE NS EN , D L G L I O
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AR GET : LJHK

F’RTY 1 0 3 / 0 7 / 8 4  11 : 10:41
D I L L I N G H A M  TO:

SUBJ: P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E S

ORIG: L I 00 I N *  0 0 0 5  
J U N E A U  I N F O R M A T I O N

O U T =  0 0 5 1

■-H-TO

FROM:

S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N - -’ 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MA E  TI SCH ER , C H A I R P E R S O N  
P O U C H  V, JUNE AU,  A L A S K A  99811

OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E

C H A R L E S  A A R O N S , M . D . ,  D I L L I N G H A M ,  
B R I S T O L  BAY A R E A  HOS P.,  19 78 -8 2.  
1 9 8 2 - P R E S E N T .

A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 6 ( M E D I C A L  O F F I C E R  AT 
P R I V A T E  PR AC T I C E ,  D I L L I N G H A M ,

S U B J E C T :  H O U S E  BI LL  54 8

C . H . h .'S A R E  E S S E N T I A L  F O R  ME TO P R O V I D E  G O O D  H E A L T H  C A R E  TO MY P A T I E N T S  IN 
V I L L A G E S ,  N A T I V E  AND N O N - N A T I V E .  TH IS  I N V E S T M E N T  IS BE TT E R  TH AN  P R A C T I C A L L Y  
ANY O T H E R  A S P E C T  OF R U R A L  H E A L T H  CARE. H O S P I T A L  B AS ED  P R O G R A M  S P E N D I N G  IS OF 
L i T T L E  H E L P  TO ~ M iJORITY OF R U R A L  A L A S K A  R E S I D E N T S  W I T H O U T  A D E Q U A T E  C.H.A. 
T R A I N I N G ,  FU ND I NG .

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N
R F P R E S F N T A - .  ’V F  m ^ F  T I S C H E R , C H A I R  P E R S O N  * ,"r " ~  ----

!.•: ' ; _ A S K A  9931 1

FROM: D E N I S E  J. S M I T H  R O B E R T S ?’P H Y S I C I A N S  A S S I S T A N T ,  GEN. DEL. D I L L I N G H A M ,
A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 6  ( SO U T H  N A K N E K  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A I D E  i, P H Y S I C I A N S  ASS'T .)

SU BJ EC T:  H O U S E  BI LL  548

I S U P P O R T  H O U S E  B I L L  543. T H I S  IS AN I M P O R T A N T  BILL  THAT B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  
IN ALL OF R U R A L  A LA SKA . I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  HE LP  TO GET  T H E  B j.i_L M O V E D  OUT OF 
THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND P A S S E D .  T H A N K  YOU.

S E N T  BY A.M. S O R E N S E N ,  DLC- LIO



MS G 3 4 - 0 0 0 2 0 2 6 0  F'RTY 1 0 3 / 0 2 / 8 4  1 5 : 0 9 : 4 3  GRIG: L I 00 IN- 0 0 0 7  O U T =  01 0 2
) F R O M  D O R O T H Y  IN D I L L I N G H A M  .>10: J U a EA'J I N F O R M A T I O N

TA RG ET : LJHK S U B J : P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * a * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

1

TO: ' R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MA E  T I S C H E R

j
j S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y

* ^ROM: &0B APPEL, D I R E C T O R ' O F  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  S ER VI C ES ,
B R I S T O L  BAY  A R E A  H E A L T H  C O R P O R A T I O N ,  BOX 10236, D ' L 1 TN GH A M  
A L A S K A  9 95 76

)

S U B J E C T :  H B 5 4 8  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A I D E  P R O G R A M

; I W O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  F O R  H B 5 4 8  TH E  B I L L  P R O V I D I N G  F U N D I N G  FO R 
C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  A ID E P R O G R A M S .  I F E E L  T H A T  T H I S  BILL  WILL BE OF B E N E F I T  

_ t iO H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  A LA SKA , A N D  T H A T  IT IS AN I M P O R T A N T  BILL.

. -• — IN G E T T I N G  IT M O V E D  ;• ’ 0/ . _ • .. .. ...
I n  I ij l a w .

) 1

T H A N K  S .
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IU: S E N A T O R  B O B  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N

R E - R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R ,  C H A I R P E R S O N , h£SJ C O n n l T T E E  
P 0 C H V , JIJ N E A U , A L A S !< A ? 9 8 1 1

r ; - I'-CENl L A W L E k , B O X  i 0 2 -0 , P'T A L A .  -A 9'-576

s u b - c " ^tLoiJsE^siaz3A&-J

I SUPPORT. H O U S E  BI LL  543, T HI S IS AN I M P O R T A N T  B I l L  THAT B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  
IN A L L  O F  R U F A L  AL A S K A .  I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  TO GET THE BILL  M O V E D  OUT OF 
THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AN D  PASSED. T H A N K  YOU.
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TO: S E N A T O R  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  - H E R R * A  N tT ’'*5
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  TI SC H E R ,  CHA IR . H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99911

F R O M : S A D I E  H AK E N H U L L ,  BO X 10235, D I L L I N G H A M *  ALA SKA  9 9 57 6

.  — '  «U -Jt,
:ui

i S U P P O R T  H O U S E  BI LL  543. THIS  IS AN I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  THA T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  CA RE  
IN A L L  OF  R U R A L  A LA SK A.  I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  TO GE T THE BILL M O V E D  OUT OF 
TH E H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSED. T H A N K  YOU.
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TO: S E N A T O R  M U L C A H Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  RESRMWJ*rTV-' i
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  TI S CH ER , C H AI RP ER SO N. , H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

FROM; L A U R A  G OR MAN , BOX 315, A L A S K A  99576

s u b J E C  t ; HnnsET^orrss^'AS1

I U C U L D  L I K E  TO  E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR  H O U S E  B I L L  548. I FEEL T H A T  T H I S  IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  TH AT  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U RA L ALASKA. I AM S E E K I N G  
Y O U R  H E L P  TO G E T  THE B I L L  MO VED O U T  OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND PAS S ED .

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB M U L C A H Y   
R E P R E S E N T *  TI VE; gEWSffANtt’ *'
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R ,  CHA IR .,  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

F R O M  • N A n CY  W I T T E R H 0 L T ,  M.P. H. , BOX i 0235, S.DILCl'NGHAMf, A L A S K A  ®?576

"V JOL-LD -I K E T O  E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FO R  H O U S E  B I L L  543. THIS IS AN I M P O R T A N T  
BILL T H A I  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  CARE IN AL L OF R U R A L  A L A S K A .  I An S E E K i N G  rQUR 
H E L P  TO G E T  T H E B I L L  M O V E D  u U T OF THE  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSED. T H A N K  YOU.
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HUM :

S U B J E C T :

s e n a t o r  ;::o b  liULCAHT
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A DEL  HE ID H E R R M A N N  ’J 
R E P R E S E N T  A TIVE MAE T 1 S C H E R  , CH ‘-IP. 
f 0 U C H V , JUNEAU, A L A S !<A 9981 1

RO N PERK I N S , BOX 1 0 2 3 5 , ^ * 4 ^

Rmris’ETTf r  L E b TO* 1

L U lit i i ' t L b

A L A S K A  995 i6

I \

I W O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S’ S U P P O R T  F O R  T H I S  BILL. I FEEL TH I S IS AN I M P O R T A N T  
B I L L  TH A T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  A LA SK A.  I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  
H E L P  TO GET  THE BI L L M O VE D OUT OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AN D P A SS ED.

* rr if *■ ♦ ♦ *

T O

F R O M  : 

S U B J E C T

S E N A T O R  BO B M UL CA HY
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  ■Hc.6gBHBNT2Er-'V
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R , C H A I R P E R S O N , HES S C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K  99811

J A C K I E  K N U TS EN , BOX 137, DCTQITFIGHAM 7? A L A S K A  99 578

h o u s e  ; B Y L i r 5 4 t n

) I W O U L D  LI KE  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  F O R  H O U S E  BILL 548
A n

TO:

I C ' T A ' f H E A L T H  C A R E  IN AL L OF _ ......   ,. h n
i i rit_ o ILL M O V E D  OU T OF THE HESS C O M M I T T E E  A N D  PA S S E D .

H ¥i # it jri* H * i* *r $ -4

S E N A T O R  BOB M U L CA HY  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  .BgfiRMSHfT "J 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99811

FROM: R U S S E L u  N EL SO N, BOX 85, A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 8

S U B J E C T :

I W O U L D  LIKE  TO E X P R E S S  SU P P O R T  FO R  H O U S E  BILL 343. I FEEL  THIS IS AN 
I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  T H A T  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL  OF R U R AL  ALASKA. I AM 
S E E K I N G  YO UR  H E L P  ON T H I S  BILL.

: *■ & ** if: Xr & #'!*'• *r It -Jb

TO:

F R O M  :

S E N A T O R  BOB MU L C A H Y  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H E I D  'ETERKffANR 1 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99811

P A W D Y  BECK, R.N., BOX 10235, TWtXTNGHArtj A L A S K A  =>957o 

*H o q s ^ v  B i u ; ^ 5 - ¥ 8 v s

I W O U L D  LI KE  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  FOR  TH I S BILL. I FEEL THIS IS AN I M P O R T A N T  
BILL  T H A T  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  CARE IN ALL OF RURAL ALAS KA.  I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R ’H E L P  
TO G E T  T H E  B I L L  M O V E D  O U T  OF THE H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSED.
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T O  S E N A T O R  3 OB M U L CA HY
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E . A D E L H E I D  H E R R M A N N  >

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TISCHER, C H A I R P E R S O N ,  m ESS C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

FR OM : ANN. N. COSKEY, BOX 1 0235, TtTlTZfcfcwGoAwa A L A S K A  9 9 5 7 6

S U B J E C T  : rtf*SJ'tf111 'J

I W O U L D  LI KE  TO E X P R E S S  HY S U P P O R T  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  548. J FEEL  TH A T T H I S  IS 
AN I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  THAT  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E  IN ALL OF R U R A L  A LA SKA . I AM 
S E E K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  TO GET THE B I L L  M O V E D  O U T  OF THE HESS C O M M I T T E E  AND PASSE D.

TO- S E N A T O R  BOB M U LC AH Y
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  ADELHEIDGBEEHH2BHKT:^

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE TI SCH ER,  C H A I R P E R S O N ,  HESS C O M M I T T E E  
PObv. 1 V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

FRGri • C O R Y  C. SUCHMAN, P.O. BOX  2823, Ba-iabaiit&ciAi|, A L A S K A  99576

I T K H a s S ^ E S E S ^ z**

I S U P P O R T  H O U S E B I L L  543. THIS IS AN I M P O R T A N T  BIL L THAT 3 N E F I T S  H E A L T H  C A R E
IN AL L  OF R U R A L  ALA SKA . PL E AS E  H E L P  TO G E T  T H E  BI LL  M O V E D  OUT OF TH E HE S S
C O M M I T T E E  AN D PASSED.
•rtf.*- * * * ■  ^  inrit it ¥: it *■-ft ■* *  *  it it * * * * * # * • * ♦ * : * < *  >-k X - *  *r *•*■»<• i»r *  Hi it ̂  Hit \ ■* ■* Hr-

TO: S E N A T O R  BOB MULCA HY
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A D E L H EI D2$0EKZSfiWST yj

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R ,  C H A I R P E R S O N ,  HESS C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

F R OM . T H O M A S  TILDEN, BOX 1 01 52 , •=idi=toiN6nAM^jaA L A S K  A 9 9 5 7 6

S U B J E C T :

I S U P P O R T  H O U S E  BILL 543. THIS IS AN  I M P O R T A N T  B I L L  THA T B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  
C A R E  IN AL L OF R U RA L ALA SKA . I AM S E E K I N G  Y O U R  H E L P  IN G E T T I N G  THIS BILL 
M O V E D  OUT OF THE HESS C O M M I T T E E  AND P A S S E D .  T H AN K YOU.

TO: S E N A T O R  BO B MULCA HY
R E P R E S E N T A T  IVE ADELHEIO^BERHBftNtf "3 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  MAE T I S C H E R ,  CH A I R . ,  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  
P O U C H  V, JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99311

,*Rijn M A R Y  CL-iRK , BOX 2792,{^rjJXXETCH'Arf, 1A L n 3 kA ?'• 57•:.>

S U B  J E C T ; Hi3JJSK^BTTCrr.5;48 ;̂

I U O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  MY S U P P O R T  F O R  T H I S  BILL. I FE E L THIS IS AN IM P O R T  A N 7' 
ILL T H A T  B E N E F I T S  H E A L T H  CARE IN A L L  OF R U R A L  ALASKA. P L E A S E  K E L P  TO G E T  fh£ 
'LL M O V E D  O UT  OF THE H E j S C O M M I T T E E  A N D  PAS SED .
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YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION
P.O. Box 528 
B ethe l, A lask a  99559 
(907) 543-3321
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C<| V M I T T E E S While in Session

Co-Chaifman V < t s e  Resources 

Committee 

'.hairman —  R E A A  Suflcet Oveisignt 

Committee 

M e n a e r  —  House Slate Affairs

D O T  —  finance Sue Committee

Pouen V  

State Cacitoi 

Juneau A i ama S9BH 

Phore (90?> <65-4951

* 46 5 -4 9 40

Jfyouzt  o f  ^ c p r E 5 c n t a t i b E 5  Mo ne • P 0. Sox 255H o  re * ?0. Sox 255 

Ceita J mct»on. Aiasxa 99727Ce::a J-mctton, Aiasxa

D i c k  S h u l t z

March 13, 1934

Lo rra in e  Jackson, T r e a s u r e r  
Copper R iv e r  N ative  Associat ion  
Drawer H
Copper C e n te r ,  A laska  99573

Dear L o r ra in e :

T h a n k  you for yo u r  su p p o rt  on House B il l  543. I do su p p o rt  the 
b ill  (1 am one of the c o -s p o n s o r s ) .  T h e  b ill  has had a fa i r ly  "b u m p y " 
time in the H E S S  Committee and is  now being reviewed by R e p re se n ta ­
t iv e  Hermanne and h er o ff ice  s t a f f .  I b e lieve  that when it  comes to 
the Committee fo r  i t s  n ext h earin g — I u n d e rs tan d  about 3 weeks from 
now— we should have art acceptab le  b i l l .

I do know the Health A id  Prog ram s in the R u ra l  A re a s  have decreased
the amount o f work tre a t in g  p atien ts  a t the local h o sp ita ls— e sp e c ia l ly  
in the Glennallen a re a . P re v io u s  to the work o f  the V il lag e Health 
C l in ic s  the work load of the d octo rs  at Fa ith  Hospital was becoming a 
w o rry  to many re s id e ;V s  o f the area . Doctors in ru ra l a reas are  a lw ays
overw o rked  and u n d e r ;  te ffed  and any re l ie f  from th e ir  work load is
benefic ia l to e v e ryo n e .

T h a n k  you fo r  y o u r  input and I will follow and su p p o rt  HB 548. 

S in c e r e ly ,

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D ick  S h u ltz

D S /spp

c c :  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Hermanne
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