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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  S z y m a n s k i ,  G o l l
a n d  B o u c h e r

B Y  THt. H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 (HESS)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " T n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s ;  and

p r o v id in g  f o r  an e f f  '. t iv e  d a t e . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  ACCESS TO ADOPTION INFORMATION. Upon re q u e s t, 

th e  s t a t e  r e g is t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v id e  th e  a d o p tiv e  p a re n ts  o f  a p erson or 

th e  adopted person w it h  w h a te ve r n o n id e n t i f y in g  in fo r m a t io n  i s  a v a i l ­

a b le  on th e  m e d ic a l h is t o r y  o f  each b io lo g ic a l  p a r e n t,  adopted p e rso n , 

and b lo o d  r e l a t i v e  o f  each b io lo g ic a l  p a r e n t.  The in fo r m a t io n  s h a l l  

be on a s ta n d a rd iz e d  form  p rep ared  by th e  d e p a rtm e n t.

Sec. 18. 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  R E C O R D S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a 

c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e ncy, or a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s hall  

f u r n i s h  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  

p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  for all a d o p t i o n s .  If  t h e  i n f o r­

m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  b l o o d  

r e l a t i v e s  o f  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  is 

r e q u e s t e d  b u t  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  an a d o p t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  

s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  the r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the c h i l d  a d o p­

ti o n  agen , y ,  r e c o r d s  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  or  c o u r t  a d o p t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  or 

a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n .

(b) A  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  a n d  a 

p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  

u n d e r  th i s  c h a p t e r  or b y  the r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  If a

-1- C S H B  2(HESS)
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chi.ld a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  or a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  c e a s e s

to p l a c e  p e r s o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  it s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  its r e c o r d s  to the

c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0

(1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n

u n d e r  AS  25.23;

(2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a b i r t h  p a r e n t  w h o  is n a m e d  

on the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  b i r t h  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

(3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

(4) "r. ;Jical h i s t o r y "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r e­

v i o u s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t ,  i m m u n i z a t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  

a n d  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  that w o u l d  b e  r e l e v a n t  to the h e a l t h  

c a r e  o f  a g e n e t i c a l l y - r e l a t e d  p e i s o n .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d ;

(c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of

the b i r t h  r e c o r d  of  the p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  the n o n­

i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  i n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0 ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  and  

the r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  

b e  f i l e d  w i t h  the c l e r k  b y  the p e r s o n  or  a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  for 

a d o p t i o n .

* Sec. 3. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) A  p e r s o n  or

a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  f r o m  ea c h  

k n o w n  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  of the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  f o r  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  

the i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  on  a f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t .

(b) T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  u n d e r  (a) of 

this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r .

CSHB 2 (HESS) -2-
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* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a kes e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1986.
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B Y  S Z Y M A N S K I . G O L L  A N D  B O U C H E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T I V E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effective, d a t e . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .
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Sec. 1 8 . 50.500. A C C E S S  T O  A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N . U p o n  r e q u e s t ^  

the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  the a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  of a p e r s o n  o r  

the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l -  i 

a b l e  on  the m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  

and b l o o d  r e l a t i v e  of  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  j 

b e  o n  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 18.50.510. M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  R E C O R D S . (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a

c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  agency, o r  a p e r s o n  4>v^-l-^w to~pls.ce a p e r s o n  i

for a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n­

c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  for all a d o p­

tions-.. I f  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  a n d  b l o o d  r e l a t i v e s  o f  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  is r e q u e s t e d  b u t  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  an a d a p t i o n ,  the 

s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  

the c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  c o u r t  a d o p­

tio n  r e c o r d s ,  or  a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n .

(b) A  c h i l d  adoption, a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  47.35. 100 a n d  a 

p e r s o n  a 4 * £ h o b y - ^ L ^ w - tr. p l nco a p e r s o n  f o r  adoption, s h a l l  m a i n t a i n

r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  o r  b y  the r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  the

: Lit 
X!k COMMITTEE COfiY M m
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c o m m i s s i o n e r .  If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  or a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a p e r s o n  

for a d o p t i o n  c e a s e s  to p l a c e  p e r s o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  it s h a l l  t r a n s f e r  

its r e c o r d s  t o  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

• See. 18.50.520. D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 2 0

(1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n  

u n d e r  A S  25.23;

(2) " b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a b i r t h  p a r e n t  w h o  is n a m e d
11

3 o n  the o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  b i r t h  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

(3; " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0 ;

(4) " m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r e­

v i o u s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t ,  i m m u n i s a t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  

a nd o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  th a t  x^ould b e  r e l e v a n t  to the h e a l t h  

c a r e  o f  a g e n e t i c a l l y - r e l a t e d  p e r s o n .
i

* Sec. 2. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
!

(o) A c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  of  j
II

the b i r t h  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  the n o n -  

i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  in A S  18.50.500, if a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  

t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s hall

'Tl l
b e  fil.ed w i t h  t h e  c l e r k  b y  t h e  p e r s o n  or a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  for 

a d o p t i o n .

* Sec. 3. - ,.s.23 is a m e n d e d  b v  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) A  p e r s o n  or 

a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  o b t a i n  f r o m  e a c h  k n o w n  b i o l o g i -
A

cal p a r e n t  o f  tho a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  for t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  the i n f o r m a­

t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  o n  a f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t .

(b) T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  u n d e r  (a) of  

this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1586.

t   ...............................   _ _______
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-"'liYIN THE HOUSE -"'BY SZYMANSKI,GOLL AND BOUCHER

HOUSE BILL NO. 2 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to adoption medical records; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.50 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 6. ADOPTION INFORMATION.

Sec. 18.50.500. ACCESS TO ADOPTION INFORMATION. Upon request, 

the state registrar shall provide tne adoptive parents of a person or 

the adopted person with whatever nonidentifying information is avail­

able on the medical history of each biological parent, adopted person, 

and blood relative of each biological parent. The information shall 

be on a standardized form prepared by the department.

Sec. 18.50.510. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS. (a) Tho. department, a
ffact'Ad

child adoption agency, or a person<authorized by law to plac^>a person 

for adoption shall furnish the state registrar the infi rmation con­

cerning biological parents required under AS 18.50.500 for all adop­

tions. If the information concerning biological parents and adopted 

person and blood relatives of each biological parent required under 

AS 18.50.500 is requesced but is not available for an adoption, the

state registrar shall attempt to obtain the required information from

the child adoption agency, records of the department, or court adop­

tion records, or a person placing a person for adoption.

(b) A child adoption agency licensed under AS 47.35.100 and a 

person ‘authorized by ̂ a w  to plact^ a person for adoption shall maintain 

records required under this chapter or by the regulations of the

-1 - HB 2
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commissioner. If a child adoption agency or a person placing a person 

for adoption ceases to place persons for adoption, it shall transfer 

its records to the commissioner.

Sec. 18.50.520. DEFINITIONS. In AS 18.50.500 - 18.50.520

(1) "adoptive parent" means a parent who adopted a person 

under AS 25.23;

(2) "biological parent" means a birth parent who is named 

on the original certificate of birth of an a ' ^.ced person;

(3) "child adoption agency" means a child adoption agency 

licensed under AS 47.35.100;

(A) "medical history" means information identifying pre­

vious medical conditions and their treatment, immunization records, 

and other medical information that w o u l d  be relevant to the health

care of a genetically-related person.

* Sec. 2. AS 25.23.080(c) is amended to read:

(c) A certified copy of the birth certificate or verification of

the birth record of the erson to be adopted, if available, the non- 

identifying information specified in AS 18.50.500- if available, and 

the required consents, relinquishments, and termination orders shall 

be filed with the clerk by the person or agency petitioning for 

adop t i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 25.23 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. ?5 23.185. RECORDS AND INFORMATION. (a) A  person or
ufitM ptiv

agency petitioning for adoption shalTvCbtain from each known biologi­

cal parent o': the adopted person for the state r % i s t r a r  the informa­

tion described in AS 18.50.500 on a form prepared by the department.

(b) The information provided by a biological parent un ar (a) of 

this section shall be filed with the state registrar.

* Sec. A. This Act takes effect January 1, 1986.

HB 2 -2 -
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ITT T TTE H O U S E B Y  S Z Y M A N S K I , G O L L  A N D  B O U C H E R  

H O U S E  B I L L  170. 2 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a d o p t i o n  m e d i c a l  records; a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effective, d a . e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18.50 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  6. A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N .

a ]  

v  ij
23 l /

Sec. 18. 5 0 . 5 0 0 .  A C C E S S  TO A D O P T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N . U p o n  requesti, 

th e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  of a p e r s o n  o r  

th e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l ­

a b l e  o n  t h e  medical, h i s t o r y  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  

a n d  b l o o d  r e l a t i v e  rf  e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  

b e  on. s s t a n d a r d i z e d  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 1 0 .  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  R E C O R D S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a 

c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  o r  a p e r s o n  to— p l a c e  a p e r s o n

f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  the s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 3 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  for all a d o p ­

t i o n s .  If the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  a n d  b l o o d  re? a t i v e s  of e a c h  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  is r e q u e s t e d  b u t  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  an adoption, t h e  

s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  s h a l l  a t t e m p t  to o b t a i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  

the c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y ,  r e c o r d s  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  court a d o p ­

t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  or  a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a  p e r s o n  for a d o p t i o n .

(b) A  c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  a n d  a 

p e r s o n  b y - J  r M — ta.. pi ace a p e r s o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n

;.9 :'ii '-m •
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r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or b y  the r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e
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c o m m i s s i o n e r .  If a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g o n c y  or a p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  a. p e r s o n  

f o r  a d o p t i o n  c e a s e s  to p l a c e  p e r s o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  it s h all t r a n s f e r  

i t s  r e c o r d s  to t h e  c o m m i s s l o n e r .

Roc. 1 8 . 5 0.520. D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 5 0 0  - 18.50.520

(1) " a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a p a r e n t  w h o  a d o p t e d  a p e r s o n  

u n d o r  A S  25.23;

(2) " V  .^logical p a r e n t "  m e a n s  a b i r t h  p a r e n t  w h o  i z n a m e d  

o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c c - t i f i c a t e  of b i r t h  o f  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

(3) " c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a c h i l d  a d o p t i o n  a g e n c y  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  47 . 3 5 .  ICO;

(4) " m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y "  m e a n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r e­

v i o u s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t ,  i m m u n i s a t i o n  r e c o r d s ,  

a n d  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  r e l e v a n t  to the h e a l t h  

c a r e  o f  a g e n e t i c a l l y - r e l a t e d  p e r s o n .

* S e c .  2. AS 2 5 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(c) A  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of the b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  b i r t h  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  n o n -  

i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  in AS  IS.5 0 . 500, i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  

t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  

b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k  b y  the p e r s o n  or a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  for 

a d o p t i o n .

* S e c .  3. A S  2 5 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  b v  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 5 . 2 3 . 1 8 5 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N .  (a) A  p e r s o n  or 

a g e n c y  p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  o b t a i n  f r o m  e a c h  k n o w n  fciologi-
K

c a l  p a r e n t  o f  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r  the i n f o r m a­

t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  18.50.500 o n  n  f o r m  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,

(b) T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  a b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  u n d e r  (a) of  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  r e g i s t r a r .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  ef f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1586.

----------------
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COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BI L L  NO. 2 (Judiciary) 

"An A ct relating to adoption m e d ical records''

The Judiciary Committee substitute f o r  House Bill No. 2 incorporates 

the language changes recommended in the Department's position p a p e r  

approved on January 20, 1985. I n  addition, it combines the n e w  def­

initions generated b y  this amendment t o  the Vital Statistics A c t  w i t h  

those already listed under AS 18.50.370.

The Department of Health S Social Services supports the passage of 

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 2 (Judiciary).

RECOMM E N D E D  BY;

DIRECTOR

D IVISION OF PLANNING

DATE:
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Alaska ̂ tate Scgislature
Jiom z  nf i&zptzsmtatxuta

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES

POUCHV 
JUNEAU. AK 99811 

465-3759

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House HESS Committee

FROM: Deborah Niedermeyer, Committee Aide

RE: HB2, Relating to Adoption Medical Records

DATE: 25 January, 1985

IN YOUR FOLDER YOU WILL FIND 

A copy of HB2

A  memo from Representative Szymanski, prime sponsor

A  position paper and zero fiscal note from the Department of Health,

Education and Social Services

A memo from Karla Forsythe, General Counsel for the Alaska Court System

Written testimony form Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption



Alaska ̂ tate ICegtslaturc
irinuBB of SUprefientatiuBB

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES

POUCHV 
JUNEAU. AK 99811 

465-3759

TO: Members of the House HESS Committee

FROM: Deborah Niedermeyer, Committee Aide

DATE: 28 January, 1985

RE: 1IB2, Relating to Adoption Medical Records

The House HESS Committee will soon be taking up HB2, Relating to Adoption 

Medical Records. I am providing you with these back-up materials now so that 

you can be prepared for the public hearing.
These materials are for you to keep, use and store as you wish. You will 

receive an additional copy of this back-up in your committee folder when the 

Committee takes testimony, so it is not necessary for you to remember to bring 

this material with you to the committee meeting. We will be trying to follow 

this procedure for each public hearing.



Official Business

£ U a # k a  i £ > t a t e  H e g t s i l a t u r e
House of Representatives 

Representative M ike Szymanski
Rep. M ike Szym an ski 
801 W. Firew eed Lane, Suite 102 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
P h one 276-6731

SR-A-Box 1304B 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Phone (907) 349-3373

While in Session: 

Pouch V 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 9981!

January 17, 1985

TO: HOUSE HEALTH & S p & D ^  SERVICE? C0MMI1 TEE

SUBJECT: HB 2, relating to adoption medical records

F R O M : Repres )?$1nanski

This legislation, which I introduced two years ago, reflects changes 

that were made (from the original bill) in the House HESS and the House 

Judiciary committees during the 13th Legislature and these changes were 

the result of recommendations made by both the Department of Health and 

Social Services and by the Court System.

Under present statutem there is no provision vrtiich makes it mandatory 

for an adopted child's medical history and records to be made available

to both the adopted child and the adoptive parents. While, in fact,

such J'.iormation is often obtained and provided by the person or agency 

p l y i n g  the child, there are many instances, especially in the area of 

private adoptions, where this information is not provided, nor is an 
attempt made to obtain the information.

A constituent of mine had contacted me because her adopted child had 

developed an illness which was "predictable" had the child's medical 
history/records been available.

It is the intent of f M s  legislation to accomplish several changes:

1. the legislation would require L'hat information relating to the

medical history of an adopted child be collected and recorded on a form 

and attached to the adoption records at the time of adoption. This

would be for all adoptions, private, agency, or State.

2. For those adoptions which have occurred prior to the effective date 

of this legislation, the Department of Health and Social Services would 

now be required to obtain this information, if it is available, and if 

requested by the child or the adoptive parents.



3. This legislation would»<^Bb make the information available upon 

request to the adoptive parents and to the adopted child.

4. It is the intent of the legislation that the information which will 

be included will be nonidentifying information.

There was a zero fiscal note from the Department of Health and Social 

Services and the position paper from the Department was supportive of 

this legislation, with recommendations fo.1 certain "clean-up" language 

which, as I have indicated, have been included.

I appreciate the Committee's consideration of this legislation.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 2

"An Act relating to adoption medical records"

House Bill No. 2 amends the Vital Statistics Act and the adoption statute 

to require collection of nonidentifying information on the health history 

of each biological parent, adopted person, and blood relatives of each 

biological parent, if available.'

The Department agrees that this information should be collected because of 

its usefulness to adoptees and adoptive parents, but much of that information, 

particularly about blood relatives, has not been collected for past adoptions 

mainly because the majority of adoptions in Alaska are not handled through 

agencies.

The Department proposes the following changes to Page 1, lines 18 and 28 

from "a person authorized by law to place a person for adoption" to "a person 

placing a person for adoption". This change is suggested because not all 

persons placing a person for adoption are required to be authorized by law.

An example would be an attorney who handles only one or two adoptions a year. 

This change is consistent with the wording on Page 1, line 26 and Page 2, 

line 1.

With these changes, the Department of Health and Social Services would 

support passage of House Bill No. 2.

NEWTON CHASE 

ACTING DIRECTOR 

DIVISION OF PLANNING

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

DATE:
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M E M O R A N D U M

J a n u a r y  24, 19R4

TO:

FROM:

Rep. N i i l o  Koponen 
Rep. Max Gruenberg
C o-C hairm en, House H e a lth ,  E d u c a tio n  

and S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  Com m ittee

K a rla  
G eneral 
A la sk a  C o u rt System

SUBJECT: HB 2

I  have been asked by Deborah N ie d erm eyer, com m ittee 
a id e , to  in fo r m  th e  com m ittee o f  th e  A la sk a  C o u rt S yst em' s  
v iew s ab o u t HB 2.

The A la s k a  C o u rt System ta k e s  no p o s it io n  on th e  
m e r its  o f  t h is  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W ith  re g a rd  to  th e  a d m in is t r a ­
t i v e  and p ro c e d u ra l im p act on th e  c o u r ts ,  no f i s c a l  im p act i s  
a n t ic ip a t e d .  The d u t ie s  a ss ig n e d  to  th e  c o u rt by t h i s  b i l l  
are  a p p r o p r ia te  to  th e  c o u r t ' s  r o le  in  a d o p tio n  c a se s.

Thank you f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  comment on t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

c : A r th u r  H. Snowden, I I



Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption
2 2 2  F ront S t .  Graeh l 

P.O. B o x  1 5 4 4  

F a irb an k s ,  A la sk a  9 9 7 0 7  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 0 - 4 7 2 9

J a n u a r y  25, 1 9 8 5

Niilo Koponcn 

c h a i r  P e r s o n  

H o u s e  H e s s

D e a r  Mr. K o p o n e n :

W e  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  2, p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a d o p t i o n  m e d i c a l  

r e c o r d s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  a c c e s s  

to n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n q  t o  h i s / h e r  b i r t h  

b a c k g r o u n d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  c r u c i a l  to a n  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n ' s  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  w e  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  h o u e e b i l l  is t o o  l i m i t e d  i n  

s c o p e .  W h i l e  w e  f e e l  t h a t  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  
to m e d i c a l  n e e d s  is i m p o r t a n t ,  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  a l s o  be 

o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  w o u l d  

s u p p o r t  a b i l l  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f or t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t s  o f  a p e r s o n  o r  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o n ­
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ;

1) t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  

t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b u t  n o t  t h e  b i r t h  d a t e  o f  t h e  

b i o l o g i c a l  pc.rent;

2) t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g i

(A) n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;
(B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

(C) r a c e ;

3) e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l  
c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

4) g e n e r a l  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t

a t  t h e  ti m e  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n  t e r m s  
o f  height,, w e i g h t ,  c o l o r  o f  h a i r ,  eyr.fi, s k i n ,  a n d  

o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ;

A United Way Member Agency
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5) t a l e n t s ,  h o b b i e s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

6) t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  

b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

7) w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  

w e r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  o r  i n v o l u n t a r i 1 *; 

t e r m i n a t e d ;

8) t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

9) t h e  l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  if a n y ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t s .

The type o f  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  we have o u t l i n e d  
i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  can be e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  t o  an a d o l e s c e n t  or 
young a d u lt  who is  in  th e  process of  fo rm in g  an i d e n t i t y .
S i n c e  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ' s  i d e n t i t y  is i n  p a r t ,  a b l e n d i n g  o f  

h i s  b i r t h  a n d  a d o p t i v e  b a c k g r o u n d s  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  h e / s h e  h a v e  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  t o t a l  h e r i t a g e .

W e  h o p e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a d o p t > a s  b y
e n d o r s i n g  H B  2.

L v x x c c j i  * ■ «  I* i  fV — S\ 4.  j. %  t

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



A  Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption
v? 2 2 2  Front S t .  G raah l 

'  P.O. B o x  1 5 4 4

’ F a i rb an k s ,  A la s k a  9 9 7 0 7  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 6 - 4 7 2 9

J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 5

Niilo Koponcn 

c h a i r  P e r s o n  

H o u s e  H e s s

D e a r  Mr* K o p o n e n :

W e  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  2, p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a d o p t i o n  m e d i c a l  

r e c o r d s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  a c c e s s  

t o  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  m e d i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n q  t o  h i s / h e r  b i r t h  
b a c k g r o u n d .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  c r u c i a l  t o  a n  a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n ' s  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  b e i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  w e  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  thiv* h o u s e b i l l  is t o o  l i m i t e d  i n  

s c o p e .  W h i l e  w e  f e e l  t h a t  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  

t o  m e d i c a l  n e e d s  is i m p o r t a n t ,  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  a l s o  be 

o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  w o u l d  

s u p p o r t  a b i l l  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  for t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t s  o f  a p e r s o n  o r  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o n ­
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ;

1) t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  

t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  b u t  n o t  t h e  b i r t h  d a t e  o f  t h e  
b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

2) t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g *

(A) n a  i o n a l  o r i g i n  j

(B) e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

(C) r a c e ;

3) e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l  
c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ;

4) g e n e r a l  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t
a t  + • e ti m e  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  i n  t e r m s  

o f  h e i g h t ,  w e i g h t ,  c o l o r  o f  h a i r ,  e y e s ,  s k i n ,  a n d  

o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ;

A United Way Member Agency
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5) t a l e n t s ,  h o b b i e s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

6) t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  
b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

7) w h e t h e r  t h e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t  

w e r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  o r  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  
t e r m i n a t e d ;

8) t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t ;

9) t h e  l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  if a n y ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l

p a r e n t s .

T h e  t y p e  o f  n o n i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o u t l i n e d  

in t h i s  l e t t e r  c a n  b e  e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  t o  a n  a d o l e s c e n t  o r  
y o u n g  a d u l t  w h o  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  f o r m i n g  a n  i d e n t i t y .

S i n c e  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ' s  i d e n t i t y  is in p a r t ,  a b l e n d i n g  o f  

h i s  b i r t h  a n d  a d o p t i v e  b a c k g r o u n d s  it i s  i m p o r t a n t  h e / s h e  h a v e  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  t o t a l  h e r i t a g e .

W e  h o p e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a d o p t e e s  b y
e n d o r s i n g  H B  2.

— —  i ”

C o l l e e n  P a t r i c k - R i i e y , AC S W '  
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