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D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Pugh:

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  d r a f t  of  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
g o v e r n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of M i d w i f e r y .  U p o n  r e v i e w ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
n u m b e r  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  m i d w i v e s  a n d  p h y s i c i a n s  in t h e  
state, w e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as p r o p o s e d ,  
m a y  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a l t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of m i d w i f e r y  in A l a s k a .

W e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m a d e  c l e a r  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  of 
S C S H B  335 (Fin) l a s t  s e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w i s h e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
of m i d w i f e r y  t o  c o n t i n u e .  It is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  n o t  t h w a r t  t h i s  intent.

In t h e  transmitt.,.1 l e t t e r  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  d r a f t  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  y o u  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w o u l d  
l i k e l y  b e  a s k e d  t o  r e v i e w  d o c u m e n t e d  t e s t i m o n y  r e c e i v e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d  a n d  t o  r e c o m m e n d  a n y  
n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  
l e t t e r  is t o  f o rmally r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  be  
r e c o n v e n e d  u p o n  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  p e r i o d .  In 
a d d i t i o n  t o  i s s u e s  w h i c h  m a y  a r i s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  
t e s t i m o n y ,  w e  w o u l d  a s k  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  b e  
a d d r e s s e d :

(1) I n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  b e t w e e n  w h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  w h a t  a p p e a r s  in t h e  d r a f t  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a 
p h y s i c i a n  " r i s k  out" c l i e n t s  a n d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
t h a t  c l i e n t  r e p o r t s  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t .

(2) C l a r i f i c a t i o n  of l i a b i l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r e c e p t o r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .

(3) T h e  l a c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  s i m i l a r  
p r o f e s s i o n s .



As  y o u  know, C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  F B  335 r e q u i r e d  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r i o r  to  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  a n d  
an  i n i t i a l  d r a f t  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  on  t h e  1 0 t h  d a y  of  s e ssion. 
H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  it is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  
r e v i s e d  b y  t h e  w o r k i n g  group, w e  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  b e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e d r a f t e d  v e r s i o n  a n d  
a l l o w e d  a n  oppor' u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  it p r i o r  t o  a d o p t i o n  b y  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  p r e s s  o f  t i me, f r o m  b o t h  
t h e  1 2 0 - d a y  s e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  r e g u l a­
t i o n s  in p l a c e ,  w e  w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  r e d r a f t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  b y  A p r i l  15. W e  w i l l  b e  s c h e d u l i n g  a h e a r i n g  
on  t h e  m i d w i f e  r e g u l a t i o n s  as s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  1 5 t h  as 
p o s s i b l e .

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  ■ o u r  c o n c e r n s .  
W e  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  y o u  11. ** at y o u r
c o n v e n i e n c e .
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TO: H O U S E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S

FROM: REP. M A X  F. G R U E N B E R G ,  C O - C H A I R
REP. N I I L O  KO P O N E N ,  C O - C H A I R  
H O U S E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E

DATE: M A R C H  10, 1986

RE: P O S S I B L E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  B I L L

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  b i l l  to  c o m p l y  
w i t h  a n e w  f e d e r a l  lav; p r o h i b i t i n g  m u n i c i p a l  s a l e s  t a x  on 
p u r c h a s e s  m a d e  v/ith f o o d  stamps.

S e c t i o n  15 0 5  of t h e  Fo o d  S t a m p  S e c u r i t y  A c t  of 1985 r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  all s t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  f o o d  s t a m p  p r o g r a m  b e  in 
l e g a l  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a c t  b y  O c t o b e r  1, 1986.

W e  w i l l  t a k e  u p  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s p o n s i r s h i p  of 
t h i s  b i l l  a t  t o d a y ' s  H E S S  m e e t i n g .
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PY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AYE
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE BILL NO.

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

FOURTE E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE COND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act p r o h i b i t i n g  municipal sales tax on purchase

made w i t h  food stamps; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effectiv

d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A.S 29.45.650(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as p r o vided in (f) of this section, a [A] b o r o u g h  ma

levy and collect a sales tax not e x c e e d i n g  six percent on sales

rents, and on services p r o vided in the borough. The sales tax ma; 

apply to any or all of these sources. E xempti ons m a y  be granted b; 

o r d i n a n c e .

* Sec. 2. AS 29.45.650 is amended by a dding a n e w  s ubsection to read:

(f) A  b o r o u g h  m a y  not levy and collect a sales tax on a purchase

made w i t h  food coupons, food stamps, or other type of certificate 

issued u n d e r  7 U.S.C. 2011 - 2025 (Food Stamp Act).

* Sec. 3. AS 29.45.700(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  city in a b o r o u g h  that levies and collects a r e awice sales

and use taxes m a y  levy sales and use taxes on all sources taxed by the 

b o rou gh in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  for b o r o u g h s . The [, E X C E P T  THAT THE. 

a ssembly m a y  by ordinance authorise a city to levy and collect sales 

and u s e  taxes on other sources except purch a s e s  m a d e  w i t h  food c o u­

pons, food stamps, or other type of cert if i c a t e  issued u nd er 7 U.S.C. 

2011 - 2025 (Food Stamp A c t ) .

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect O c t o b e r  1, 1986.




