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R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 48
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 R e la t in g  to the con tinued o p e ra t io n  o f
6 the I n s t i t u t e  o f Northern F o r e s t r y  a t
7 Fa irbanks and the F o r e s t r y  Survey Group
8 in  Anchorage.
9 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 WHEREAS A la sk a , w ith  i t s  almost 120 ,000 ,000  a c r e s  o f f o r e s t  land , has
11 the p o t e n t i a l  to  become a world  c l a s s  timber p roduce r , w ith  20 p e rc en t  o f
12 the f o r e s t s  in  the United S t a t e s ;  and
13 WHEREAS w ith  the e x c ep t io n  o f  the f o r e s t  land in  Sou th ea s te rn  A la sk a ,
14 the l a r g e s t  p a r t  o f the f o r e s t  land in  the s t a t e  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  undeve l -
15 oped; and
16 WHEREAS the U .S . F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  m ain ta in s the only c a p a b i l i t y  fo r
17 r e s e a r c h  on f o r e s t  f i r e s ,  i n s e c t s  and d i s e a s e ,  w a te rsh ed , f o r e s t  g e n e t i c s ,
18 s i l v i c u l t u r e ,  in v en to ry , and r e f o r e s t a t i o n  in a l l  o f  Northern A laska and
19 i t s  c a p a b i l i t y  i s  v i t a l  to the fu tu r e  o f f o r e s t r y  development and p ro te c -
20 t io n ;  and
21 WHEREAS the United S t a t e s  i s  p r e s e n t ly  a net im porter o f  f o r e s t  prod-
22 u c t s  but i s  exp ec ted  to become a net e x p o r te r  o f f o r e s t  p roducts in  the
23 21s t Century; and
24 WHEREAS A la ska  cou ld  have an i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e  in  the development o f
25 A la sk a ' s  f o r e s t s ,  an even t th a t  may be s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  the n a t io n ' s  b a lan ce
26 o f  t r ad e  and thus o f  b e n e f i t  to the United S t a t e s  as w e l l  a s to the s t a t e ;
27 and
28 WHEREAS the l a c k  o f  sound management p l i  ns backed by adequate r e s e a r c h
29 in fo rm ation  re g a rd in g  the unique f o r e s t s  o f  the Northern l a t i t u d e s ,
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1 in c lu d in g  the newly e s t a b l i s h e d  Tanana V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o re s t  and the f o r e s t e d
2 land o f r e g io n a l  and v i l l a g e  co rpo ra t io n s  th a t  were e s t a b l i s h e d  under the
3 A laska Native Claims Se t t lem en t Act, hampers the development o f f o r e s t s  in 
v the n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t ;
5 BE IT RESOLVED th a t  the A laska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t ro n g ly  supports the
6 con t in u a t ion  o f  the F o r e s t  R esearch  S t a t io n  a t  Fa irbanks and the Anchorage
7 F o re s t  Survey Group a t  funding l e v e l s  th a t  perm it the con t in u a t ion  o f f i e l d
8 work; and be i t
9 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  Congress i s  urged to app rop r ia te  funds adequate

10 to continue the d e s c r ib ed  op era t ion s o f the U.S. F o re s t  S e r v i c e ,  to  d i r e c t
11 the U.S. F o re s t  S e r v i c e  to  r e v e r s e  i t s  d e c i s io n  to c lo s e  the I n s t i t u t e  o f
12 Northern F o r e s t r y ,  and to d i r e c t  the U.S. F o re s t  S e rv ic e  to  r e s t o r e  the
13 c a p a c i t y  to the Anchorage F o re s t  Survey Group's c ap a c i ty  to con tinue needed
14 f i e l d  work in  f o r e s t  in v en to ry .
15 COPIES o f t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  be sen t to the Honorable Ronald
16 Reagan, P r e s id en t  o f  the United S t a t e s ;  the Honorable R ichard E. Lyng,
17 S e c r e t a r y  of A g r i c u l tu r e ;  R. Max P e te rson , Chief o f  the U.S. F o re s t  Ser -
18 v i c e ;  the Honorable George Bush, V ic e -P r e s id en t  o f  the United S t a t e s  and
19 P re s id en t  o f the U.S. S en a te ; the Honorable Thomas P. O 'N e i l l ,  J r . ,  Speaker
20 o f the U.S. House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ;  and to the Honorable Ted S teven s and
21 the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U .S. S en a to r s ,  and the Honorable Don Young,
22 U.S. R e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  members o f the A laska d e le g a t io n  in Congress.
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