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Offered: 5/1/85
Referred: Finance

IN THE SENATE BY SACKETT
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 23
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
Relating to a legislative committee to
study local option elections.

BE IT RESOLVED BY "”HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there 1is an ever increasing need to find solutions to problems
associated with alcohol abuse in the state; and

WHEREAS the problems associated with alcohol abuse are particularly
disruptive to rural communities; and

WHEREAS 1local option elections offer a means for rural communities to
address local alcohol problems; and

WHEREAS the legislature desires to explore the advisability of local
option elections on the question of banning possession of alcoholic
beverages within a community;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that under Uniform
Rule 21 a joint special committee on local option laws is established
consisting of three members of the senate appointed by the president of the
senate and three members of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house to hold public hearings in rural communities and to
take testimony and collect data on the subject of local option elections on
the question of banning possession of alcoholic beverages within a commun-
ity; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that before the committee dissolves on the 1.0th day
of the Second Session of the Fourteenth Legislature,, it submit a written
report to the legislature that addresses the merits of and makes recommen-

dations concerning these local option elections.
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R epresentative Johne Binkley
MEMORANDUM
TO: Representative Al Adams, Chairman DATE: May 3, 1985

Ho” se Finance Committee
FROM: Representative Johne Binkle

RE: HCR 35 - Relating to a legislative committee
to study local option elections.

In 1980 the Alaskr Legislature amended Title 4 of the Alaska Statutes to provide
rnr local option elections in rural villages to control alcohol. The statute

provides for four options:

prohibition of sale of alcohol

prohibition of sale and importation

restriction of license by type

restriction of sales through community stores

Since passage of the statutes a number of villages have elected to use the
state law local options to prohibit sale and importation into the villages. By
and large, these efforts have not been as successful as proponents of the
legislation had envisioned.

Implementation of local option laws has been difficult. Under the current

option prohibiting "sale and importation,” a criminal prosecution must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that the accused actually imported the alcohol into
the village. Such a conviction is impossible unless the accused is caught in
the act of importing.

An option banning possession, however, is more readily provable. Either
alcohol is present or it is not. Expanding the options available to communities
under Title 4 to allow a fifth option to ban possession would more directly meet
the needs and desires of many villages. It would simplify enforcement ?rd
close the loopholes in the current laws, and in some cases, encourage primary
enforcement at the local level.

The attached letter from the Department of Law addresses the feasibility of
revising the local option laws to include a ban on possession of alcohol. It
. pecifically addresses concerns over the constitutionality of such an option,
recommending that the legislature establish a comprehensive record of the
compelling need for such an option.

Alcohol abuse continues to be the number one health and safety problem in our
state. Clearly, existing laws have not provided satisfactory solutions. It is
time to seek new solutions; 1 urge your support for HCR 35 ci eating a legisla-
tive committee to examine the merits and ramifications of local option and to

make recommendations for the legislature's consideration early next year.
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Offered: 5/1/85
Referred: Finance

IN THE SENATE BY SACKETT
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 23
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
Relating to a legislative committee to
study local option elections.

BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there 1is an ever increasing need to find solutions to problems
associated with alcohol abuse in the state; and

WHEREAS the problems associated with alcohol abuse are particularly
disruptive to rural communities; and

WHEREAS local option elections offer a means for rural communities to
address Jlocal alcohol problems; and

WHEREAS the legislature desires to explore the advisability of local
option elections on the question of banning possession of alcoholic
beverages within a community;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that under Uniform
Rule 21 a joint special committee on local option laws is established
consisting of three members of the senate appointed by the president of the
senate and three members of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house to hold public hearings in rural communities and to
take testimony and collect data on the subject of local option elections on
the question of banning possession of alcoholic beverages within a commun-
ity; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that before the committee dissolves on the 10th day
of the Second Session of the Fourteenth Legislature, it submit a written
report to the legislature that addresses the merits of and makes recorunen-

dations concerning these local option elections.
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