
1 11 >

C O M M S T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

FURTHER:

D a t e :

The Committee on
'I'.iA: J'CTT.

under cons idera tion and recommends:

has had
c r

L ] do pass

I ] 
[ ]

[ ] 
[ ] 
[ ]

[ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s )

L' H "
replace with\CS f o r ( \ ' ~ ) ________________

. \
* I \ -J

and recommends

[/(] same title 
[ ] new title

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[/ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached
reports it back without recommendation 

referred to the Commi ttee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 6  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

F I S C A L  N O T E

R E Q U E S T

Bill/Resolution No. : HCS CSSCR 13 (FIN) 
T itle : R e la t i n g  t o  i n t a n t  

L e a r n in g  P ro g ra m s

Sponsor: S e n a to r  P a ik s
Requestor: H ouse  F in a n c e __________
Date of Request: 2 / 6 / 8  6____________

Revision Date
FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: 
B R U :________

E d u c a t io n

Components,:
C u r r ic u lu m  S e r v i c e s

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES : (Thousai^s of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUS

0
0
0n
0n
'

TOTAL OPER AT1I ,G 0
CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND FEDERAL FUNDS OTHER TOTAL

0

11
FOSITIONS :
FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARY
ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if  necessary

Prepared by: 
Division : _

IY\)A
j\\A l  Adam's, C h a i r

H ou s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency : _______________

Phone  : ,  
D a t e : _

D a t e : _

4 6 5 - 3 7 0 6
2 / 6 / 8 6

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of M a nagement and Budget

Impacted Agcney(ies) p a g e . of
10/25/85



O r ig in a l snonscrst r er~u 3 m ,
Z fo s ie r , ot s'1.}

0 i! 
s 1
7

3
3 !

KOITSR OS ?OS CS ??v! GF*7 ATr  CnrCTH>!>*'YT ^FFOIjrriO'T ’ ’0 . 13 fF inance )

IN TJ~ T.FSTST.ATn^Y n? TF<? STATE AT .ASYA

FOTPT^’TTH TFOTST.ATTT1?*! - SECOND f  ESSTC«e

-ir l^ c inp t.n in fa n t I^ a rn inn  «rr>«ra»nR.

BF TT SES01.V3D BY THK T-F/JISTJV'P'JP.E OT T^E STATE OK AUASKAi

'vHSSEAS the Education nC tho ’T-TuRcapned Act f? .h *  94-1 A?) re cu ira s 

each state; ro p ro v id e education oorvfren to ht?.rif!ieepT>r*rf ob il< iv'er«; and

WHE?vSAS the 7.ar;is7 a tu re ho? •'''xnroosed 5try co-.ra{ ttrorjh to en rrv out the 

p ro v is io n s of P .T .. 56-142 through the *r<;ctr?ent or AG 74 .30 .130 , v h ic li 

ittd lca ta s the S ta te ’ .* Lnro .it ro o -ovi d.» "~n ■‘ pprur c l etc n u b ile  “ du ra tion 

por ^.vcepfciortai c h ild re n  in  f V» s ta te  vho s it **. a t 7 c»a** t throe scare o f a Re 

bur l*sr* then ?? v«vir.i o f ivrV ’ r end

VTIKRKAS rh r T.f>pis\atur* hss fu r th e r ^*tr>Toisr*d ir e  comaitre^nt to "n rc - 

v id e  f'op*',.io r ia fa  pub lic  •du ra tion nnd r re in i no. "or the exceptiona l. c h ild re n  

in th is  ptr.to vhc T;qvo not reached eho -".so r>*‘ th re e " ‘-hrouKh th*2, v r. sc me o t 

or  A.3 A7, "T0 ,005» vh ich d ire c ts  the Ocp-nrrmar.t o ” ’Henlrh and F e r ia l Services*! 

to e s ta b lis h  to tho rr.c.T.lsmrr exten t nos B ib le  "n l.m rn ioa ; ’j r o g r w  which 

"mph-saines in d iv id u a l no^ds, is  homo bated, and in vo lve s parents In  the

education and tr.n i.n inR rh o ir  ch iId .rerd ’ } and

VH^CIFA? th? le g is la tu re  “ ind.a •ha t the Denarts^nt n f Health. and So c ia l 

So rv icas 1*? doivisj on e xc e lle n t !ob in  :;•»*» trine; tiv* nr«>*>is!onn o f AS 4 7 .1 0 .- 

005, in  s p ite  o f the 7inifc«d le v e l c f ruodi:*.s» 12 v a L iab le to support these 

sc rv ic^ c vheu oononrei "o the '•unh^r o f I * f»d c h ild r -n  !.•* rood i one!

HHFREAS i t  5s ‘̂le in tone o r the ’ ,•;<*! a la tu re  -that i l l  e.reeot tonal 

c h ild re n  rc!»«»rdle.~s o f ape and r ' ‘ aidersre lr . ~ ie stp.ee r '‘ r s i " r  b en e fit "ron 

In ' w t  le a rn in g  and t,i 1 education n r ^ r i i ' J i  and

'HLEPEAS spec-* ••»! oduenrior T>r"rnrv;.ne ore cu rre n t7 v uaded op n a rf a* th^

”'e<>..T*tnet\t ■>* f d tjc .it in n ’ •■• '“jb  11 c flchcn7. r -oi;nd?ttion omrr/trt snc i"i**ant

-  1 -  PC5 CSSCT 1 ? '  T-,# o )

T>! THK GKHATF. BY ^TYAVOK COYY7TTEK



3
A

le a rn in g  pro«;r-i;rs aco "hindcd on ■> w ro te  h-n3 ia  ‘ihrouah ‘’the 7' of

;7eal£h and Soc ia l S«rv£rc.si and

17HEREAS m in te g ra l port: or the T.“ »»is3n.tum* 3 cjifiSfal’^on t t« A laska ’ 5  

va rv  votjnj? v rcm fio u n  1  c h ild re n  ia r.uJ’ f ic .io nc .fuTuKrt ' 0  •noport irsfpr.c 

lssris£«j» r.a w e ll c, spc tiia l education programst

BE T.T RSSOt.VED bv the ATacka S ta t 0  h rp i,E l ature thn t rh« Denn rtrcn t o f 

Sducarfon i t  requested to work, w ith  the Eopnrt’nenc n ” ‘h.r’ l r h  and So c ia l 

Se rv ice s to d e to r fln c  hew in fa n t 1 earn icR nerv i cm  cu rren tl'* o rovf dnd bv 

the L'«?t>*§rtr.ee .t  oP Hea lth and S*>r,i'n l S e rv ice s can oe coeonr.n tive lv iv p lc -  

ru*nfpd w ith  the hv.pnrtcionc o "d u c a t lc * ': nnd *«nh»tber or how fuprfiop: con bo 

iocorcovctod in to  tf\»> p u b lic  cc hoo? Snvmdntf o'-* o*"ct*r-tn 1 one b^ i t

T.'CM'prrnp t ”pni.'Tin  fh.of i no 1 c- c t; n t a t I. on o ' *• tv op ran m spo frn ib i t i t l e s  

should inc lude c o n t iru s t ia n  o f ch--- .vanhfttiis c u r ro n t lv  oloced 'tv the Depart- 

nont o f •:»*'>!th nnd Soc ia l D o rv ico i m  i: 'd iv id u a l nopds In  ■•; hnr?c—hared 

s»crin.T nnd trh> lt:voIv<:n*vr»c o f narfo rn in  ~he ^duration tra ir .i.o rr of
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S e n a t e

F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 8 6

MEMORANDUM

TO A l  A d am s ,  C h a i rm a n  
H ou s e  F i n a n c e  ~ ' e e

FROM: J a n  F a i k s ,  S e n a t o
SUB JECT :  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  13 -  R e l a t i n g  t o

I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s

CSSCR 13 (HESS) i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r ­
a t i o n  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  
some b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .
The  t h r u s t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  e x a m i n e  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o f  
f u n d i n g  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a a m i n g  p r o g r a m .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  
a  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  h a s  
n e v e r  k e p t  up  w i t h  t h e  n um b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  n e e d  o f  s e r ­
v i c e s ; .  C u r r e n t l y  a t  l e a s t  1 7 1  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  
e l i g i b l e  b u t  r e m a i n  u n s e r v e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  3 1 3  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
u n d e . v s e r v e d  b y  t h e  p r o g r a m .
One o p t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r m u l a ;  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d s  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m ad e  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  
C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  H a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  G i f t e d  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  
s i i r i l a r  a p p r o a c h  b y  am e n d i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  $ 3 7 0 0  
p e r  c h i l d
f o r  e a c h  e n r o l l e d  i n  an  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m .  I  am 
h o p e f u l  t h e  G c v e r n c r ' s  C o u n c i l ' s  i n t e n t  i s  t h e  s am e  a s  t h a t  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  SCR 1 3 .
I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g ,  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
i d e a .

OUT OF SESSION

102-1 WEST SIXTH AVENUE, SUITE 302 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 907-274-661 I



Th e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  p a s t  J a n u a r y  s o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  
am en d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  
J a n u a r y .
S e v e r a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  h a v e  a s k e d  
i f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e f l e c t s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p l a c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n .  I  w a n t  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  i t  i s  n o t  
my i n t e n t  t o  m ak e  s u c h  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s '  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  i s  d o i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s  on  a  l i m i t e d  b u d g e t  a n d  I  w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  
t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  may  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e .
I t  i s  my h o p e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  how t h e  
h o m e - b a s e d  p r o g r a m  a p p r o a c h  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i sm  may b e  r e s t r u c t u r e d .
I  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  a t t a c h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  
i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
I f  I  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me 
k n ow .
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L a s t  y e a r  t h e  C o u n c i l  r e c o m m e n d e d  an  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  two  y e a r s ,  F8G a n d  FB7 ,  o f  
$1 , 2 8 8 , tOO to s e r v e  t h e  171 c h i l d r e n  o n  w a i t i n g  l i s t s  a n d  t h e  3 0 0  new  c h i l d r e n  
t o  b e  e n r o l l e d  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  19 85  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  B R U  b y  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  F 8 6 .
T h e  G o v e r n o r  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  F 8 7  a d j u s t e d  b a s e .

A l l  o f  t h e  f u n d s  in t h e  I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  B R U  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  as  g r a n t  f u n d s  to  
l o ca l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  In  I 985  t h e r e  a r e  20  g r a n t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  $ 9 0 , 0 0 0  to o v e r  
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  M o r e  t h a n  I 3 00  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  s c r e e n e d .  O v e r  9 0 0  w i l l  r e c e i v e  
m o n t h l y  o r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  h ome  v i s i t s  b y  q u a l i f i e d  t r a i n e r s .

P a r e n t s  n e e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o mee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  
h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .  W i t h o u t  i t  m a n y  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  s e r i o u s  
e f f e c t s  a n d  r e s u l t  i n l o n g - t e r m  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  o f  a l l  k i n d s .

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  a g e s  0 - 2  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  35% in t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h i s  t r e n d  
wi l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  wi l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p l a c e  i n c r e a s e d  e m p h a s i s  on  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  0 - 2
p o p u l a t i o n  now n u m b e r s  3 3 , 0 0 0 ,  o f  whom  11 0 0  r e q u i r e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  
s e r v i c e s .

F o r  F 8 7 ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H 5 S S  r e q u e s t e d  a $ 5 2 0 , 0 0 0  i n c r e m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  p e r s o n n e l  in M a t - S u ,  C h u g i a k ,  a n d  K e n a i ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  
im p a i r e d  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e r a p y  p r o g r a m s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  t e a c h e r s  w o u l d  be  
e m p l o y e d  to  s e r v e  t h e  A l e u t i a n  c h a i n  a n d  t h e  V a l d e z / C o r d o v a  a r e a .  T h e  
I n t e r i o r  D o y o n  R e g i o n  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  a g a i n  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  a 
p r o g r a m .

S t a t e w i d e  2 0 0  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  d i a g n o s t i c  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  t im e ,  a n d  5 2 0  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a n d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .

T h e s e  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  made  in 
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  J a n u a r y  19 85  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in r e s p o n s e  to t h e  19 89  
l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  CS  H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  1 3 .  T h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  a s k e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
to d e v e l o p  a p o l i c y  a n d  f u n d i n g  p l a n  to mee t  t h e  g o a l s  o f  d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
a n d  f u l l  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  a n d  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  D o p u l a t i o n .  In  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  r e p o r t  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  
i n c r e m e n t s  w e r e  r a n k e d  f i r s t ,  s i x t h  a r . d  e i g h t h ,  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  3 1 , 9 9 0 , 4 0 0  in 
i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g .

T h e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m ' s  e m p h a s i s  on  e a r l y  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  r e m e d i a t i o n  o f  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  i n - h o m e  t r a i n i n g  o f  p a r e n t s  b r i n g s  r e a l  e c o n om i c  b e n e f i t s  t o  
t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  r e d u c e d  l o n g - t e r m  p u b l i c  f u n d s  n e e d e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
t r a i n i n g ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  as  t h e y  
g r o w  u o .  I t  y i e l d s  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  b y  r e d u c i n g  s t r e s s  o n  f am i l i e s  a n d  r e s u l t a n t  
a b u s e ,  d i v o r c e ,  a n d  d om e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .

I N F A N T  L E A R N IN G  P R O G R A M S  F35

N u m b e r o f C h i l d r e n 800
N u m b e r o f P r o g r a m s 20
N u m b e r o f C om m u n i t i e s 74
N u m b e r o f Home  V i s i t s 9 . 000
H o u r s  o f  Home T r a i n i n g 1 6 , 213
N u m b e r o f T  r a i n e r s 43

I N F A N T  L E A R N IN G  G R A N T S  B R U ,  H e a l t h  G r a n t s  P r o g r a m ,  DHT .SS

F85 A u t h o r i z e d $2 , 0 4 1 . 9
F8 6 A u t h o r i z e d 3 2 , 3 4 1 . 9
F57 DH & SS $ 2 , 8 5 1  . 9 - 5 2 0
F87 G o v e r n o r $ 2 , 3 4 1  . 9

F87 C o u n c i l  R e c o m m e n d e d 3 2 , 8 6 1 . 9 I n c r e a s e



INFANT LEARNING PROGRAMS

The h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  In fan t  L e a rn in g  P ro g r am s  is 
b r i e f  bu t  d r am a t i c .  It d em on s t r a t e s  w e l l - p l a c e d  c on c e rn  on 
th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  t r e a tm en t  o f  c h i l d r e n  
with h an d i c a p p in g  c on d i t i o n s .  It means t h a t  c h i l d r e n  born  
wi th  impa i rmen t s  o r  h igh  r i s k  o f  impa i rmen t s  d u e  to e n ­
v i r o nm en t a l ,  b io - so c i a l  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  can now r e c e i v e  
s e r v i c e s  wh ich  will e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  mental an d  ph y s i c a l  
d e v e lo pm en t  to minimize l o n g - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  h an d i c a p­
p ing c on d i t i o n s .  It a l so  d em on s t r a t e s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t a b l e  fu n d in g  b a s e  fo r a p r o g r am  h e a v i l y  
impac ted  b y  t h e  h igh  r a t e  o f  s t a t e w i d e  popu la t ion  g r ow th

"I w i sh  to c o n g r a t ­
u la t e  th e  D e p a r t­
ment a n d  t h e  L e g i s ­
l a t u r e  fo r  y o u r  
c a r e f u l  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l y  
v a l u a b l e  p ro g r am  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e . "
U rban  Mavor

A . 5 .  4 7 .2 0  w a s  am ended  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  in 1979 to 
a u th o r i z e  th e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Health and  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  to 
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  to local g r o u p s  p r o v i d i n g  d ev e lopmen ta l  
s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  with h an d i c a p s  from b i r t h  to a g e  t h r e e .
A f t e r  a go  t h r e e ,  t h e y  become e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  A . S .  14 .18  to 
e n t e r  local schoo l d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am s .

INFANT LEARN]NC PROCRAHS 
C h i l d r e n  E n r o I  I o d • ( F 7 8 - F 0 4 I

INFANT LEARNING PROCRAHS

"Th e  p r o g r am  is a 
c r e d i t  to A l a s k a  fo r  
mee t ing  h an d i c a p p e d  
c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s .  
Cu r  fami ly is g r a t e -» of Communities Served (F7B-F8SI ful fo r  tllC Va luab le

I0lln«/Vl«ut1 ly \mm» lre« 
rm4 r r a , r „ ,  I

p e c  rf\ ”• <=PD VQjrncr'  b  
fir i h c

Qepcr-t to
L€c\i s u t u r e ,  1 9 £ 5  - 19 8 4



T h r e e  f a c t o r s ,  c i t e d  by  Smith and  S t r a in  (NIE D ig e s t ,  
1984) a r e  p r e s e n t  in e f f e c t i v e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  p ro g r am s  
s t u d i e d  n a t ionw id e .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  th e  a g e  o f  the  ch i ld a t  
th e  time o f  in t e r v e n t i o n  ( th e  e a r l i e r  th e  b e t t e r ) ,  p a r en t  
in vo l v em en t  ( p a r e n t s  n e ed  t h e  s u p p o r t  and  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  
to cope w i th  t h e i r  ch i l d ' s  s p e c i a l  needs) , and  th e  amount o f  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  p r o g r am  model ( f r e q u e n c y ,  i n t e n s i t y ,  d e ­
g r e e  o f  i n d i v id u a l i z a t i o n ,  and  c l a r i t y  o f  o b j e c t i v e s ) .

Key l a n gu a g e  in A . S .  4 7 .2 0  r e q u i r e s  in vo lv em en t  o f  
p a r e n t s  in th e  edu c a t i on  and t r a in in g  o f  t h e i r  y oung  c h i l -  
d r e n  a n d ,  to the  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o c u s e s  on the 
fami ly home a s  th e  ch i l d ' s  l e a rn in g  e n v i r o n m en t . S e r v i c e s  
a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r s  or ch i ld 
d e v e lo pm en t  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i th  b a c k g r o u n d s  in t e a ch in g ,  
n u r s i n g  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  p r o v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  to p a r e n t s ,  t h u s  r e i n f o r c i n g  the role or [He 
p a r e n t  a s  the most in f luen t i a l  f a c t o r  in the ch i l d ' s  g r ow th  
and  d e v e lo pm en t .  In u r b an  a r e a s  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  a r e  made to 
the ch i ld  and p a r e n t s  in t h e i r  own home. T h o s e  may be 
au gm en t e d  b y  s e s s i o n s  in a c e n t e r  w h e r e  a g r o u p  o f  c h i l­
d r e n  and  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s .  In ru r a l  a r e a s ,  
home t r a in in g  s e s s i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y  two w e e k s  or 
once a month ,  s u pp l em en t ed  b y  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  o f v i l l a g e  
t e a c h e r  a i d e s  in p r o g r am s  a t  Mono, B e th e l ,  McGrath and  
K o t z e b u e . .

a loss ,  
to sa\ 

never  
e x n e n -

"So  many p a r e n t s  o 
h an d i c a p p e d  ch i l­
d r e n  a r e  a t  
I'm h ap p y  
th a t  w e ' v e  
had th a t  
on c e .  Th e  p r o g r a r  
h e lp s  s u p p l y  that 
c o n s t a n t  n e ed  for 
emot ional s u p p o r t . "
Mo th e r ,  P e t e r s b u r g

Long i tud ina l  s t u d i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o g r am s  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  
d em on s t r a t e d  tha t  e a r l y  id en t i f i c a t ion  and  sp e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p ay o f f  in r e d u c in g  the n e ed  to r  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n s e r v i c e s  
and  l i f e - l on g  d e p e n d e n c y  on pub l i c  s e r v i c e s . Th e  e a r l i e r  
in t e r v e n t i o n  b e g in s  the lower the  l i f e - l o n g  c o s t  o f  sp ec ia l  
s e r v i c e s .  Tota l c o s t  o f  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i on  s e r v i c e s  may be 
r e d u c e d  b y  2 5 i f s e r v i c e s  b e g in  a t  b i r t h  a s  c ompa r ed  with 
a g e  6 b e c a u s e  o f  the remed ia t ion  and  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p -  

_nenta l  p rob lem s  wh ich  wou ld o t h e rw i s e  r e q u i r e  more spec ia l  
s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  (Wood, 1981) .  For e v e r y  do l l a r  s p en t  oTT 
e a r l y  t r e a tm en t  the S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c a l c u l a t e s  $7 .00  in 
s a v i n g s  w i th in  36 months ( S n i d e r  et a l ,  1974) .  Many 
"Alaskan c h i l d r e n  wi th  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  and  g e n e r a l  deveT- 
opmenta l  d e l a y s ,  who h a v e  b e en  s e r v e d  in the  la s t  fou r  
y e a r s ,  h a v e  not r e q u i r e d  sp e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  upon 
e n t r y  to p ub l i c  s ch oo l .  O th e r s  ', ! th  more s e r i o u s  h an d i c a p ­
p ing  cond i t io n s  can b eg in  pub l i c  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r am s  
p romp t ly  at  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  
wha t  wou ld o t h e rw i s e  h a v e  b e en  lost  t ime in t h e i r  e d u c a ­
tional p r o c e s s .

The  1980 0 -2  popu la t ion  w a s  e s t im a t ed  at  24,461 with 
732 o r  a minimum o f  t h r e e  p e r  c en t  u r b a n  ani l s e v e n  p e r  
c e n t  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  e s t im a t ed  to be " a t  r i s k "  o f  h av ing  
d e v e lo pm en ta l  d e l a y s  or h an d i c a p p in g  c ond i t io n s  r e q u i r i n g  
e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  The  1 985 0 -2  popu la t ion  is

"I am c e r t a i n  that 
o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  
s h a r e  n y  op in ion as 
to the v a l u e  o f  the 
p r o g r am .  E v e r y  
do l l a r  a l l o c a t e d  to 
th i s  p r o g r am  is a 
w o r thwh i l e  i n v e s t ­
ment .  "
P e d i a t r i c i a n , 
K e tch ik an

"I d i r e c t l y  s e c  the 
b en e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  to 
t r o u b l e d  f am i l i e s . "
Socia l
B a r r ow W o rk e r .



e s t im a t e d  a t  3 3 , 1 5 0 .  Th e  t a r g e t  popu la t ion  fo r  in fan t  
l e a rn in g  p r o g r am s  is now 1,111 c h i l d r e n .

T h i s  popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e  s e v e r e l y  impac t s  th e  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an a l r e a d y  u n d e r f u n d e d  p ro g r am  s t r u g g l i n g  to meet  
n e e d s  o f  th o s e  c h i l d r e n  and  fami l ies a l r e a d y  b e in g  s e r v e d .  
In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t 's  imposs ib le  to p r o v i d e  l e s s  than  ma in te­
n an c e  fu nd in g  to a p ro g r am  b e g u n  on ly  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  
wh ich  h a s  not y e t  b een  a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d e d ,  and  e x p e c t  
p ro g r am  q u a l i t y  and r e s u l t s  to remain h i g h .  Due to the 
i n c r e a s i n g  demand fo r  s e r v i c e  and  r e d u c e d  amount o f  f e d e r ­
al P . L .  89 -313 fund in g  a v a i l a b l e  in F 8 5 , th e  e s t im a t ed  
fund in g  p e r  ch i ld  will be  be low $ 2 ,0 0 0 .  Ful l s e r v i c e  would 
c o s t  $3 ,7 00  p e r  ch i l d .

C u r r e n t  v/ait ing l i s t s  o f  id en t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in c lu d e :
A n ch o r a g e  39
Be th e l  37
S ew a r d  9
Ma t -Su  1')

‘ V a ld e z  2
* C.ordova 3
‘ A l e u t i a n s  4
‘ T an an a  Ch ie f s  Reg ion 13

"I en ro l l e d  my 
d a u g h t e r  l a s t  y e a r  
and  I am p ro ud  to 
s a y  th i s  w a s  one o f  
th e  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I 
h a v e  made .  She  
s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  f i v e  
w e e k s  in the h o s p i­
tal in A n c h o r a g e ,  
and  I w a s  not ab l e  
to s t a y  with h e r  so 
I d i d n ' t  know wha t  
to e x p e c t .  Th e  
p ro g r am  h e lp ed  me 
to u n d e r s t a n d  the  
e x t r a  c a r e  and  
a t t en t i on  sh e  would 
n e e d . "
Mother ,  Nome

TOTAL Wail ing L is t 121
* Ch i ld ren  id en t i f i e d  b y  m ed i c a l /h e a l th  p e r s o n n e l  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  no ch i ld  f ind o r  s c r e e n i n g  h a s  b e en  done 
to i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  n e ed in g  s e r v i c e .
Bach d a y ,  w e e k ,  month o r  y e a r  tha t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  in 

n e ed  o f  in f an t  l e a rn in g  p ro g r am  s e r v i c e s  wa i t  fo r  s e r v i c e s  
will r e s u l t  in much more l o n g - t e rm  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  than 
i f  the s t a t e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n e e d e d  fu n d in g  now.

INFANT I.FANNING I'KOGKAMS

F78 F79 r 80 F81 FH2 FH j F84 F85
Number of Children Enrolled During Year 78 141 259 396 528 691 793 890*
Number of "rogrnms 6 8 12 15 18 18 19 19
Number of Communities 6 8 15 25 40 53 64 74
Number of Home Visits 4, 278 5.710 7,238 7.460
Hours of Horae Training 8,300 13,684 33,827 16,175
Number of Teachers 20 27 26 31 34

COST PER CHII.n 1,153 7,312 1 ,299 1 ,533 7.78 7 1 .900 2,535 . 1 3 5*TOTAI. COST (In thousands) 89. V )2b.O J35.2 807,1 1 ,465.9 1.313.0 2.010.7 1 ,891 .8

*Esr Imnted number of enrollment:! for FH5, based on ratio ol 1 tic r during previous years.



S e r v i c e  to t h e s e  c h i l d r en  and t h e i r  famil ies p lu s  in­
c r e a s i n g  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  home v i s i t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  
on ly  b e in g  s e en  month ly  o r  e v e r y  two mon th s ,  b u t  who 
n e ed  to he s e en  w e e k l y ,  would r e q u i r e  an add i t i on a l  f o u r ­
t een  t e a c h e r s  s t a t ew id e  p lu s  a numbe r  o f  a i d e s  to a s s i s t  in 
sma l l ,  r emote  v i l l a g e s .

O v e r  60% or  a b o u t  500 c h i l d r e n  en ro l l e d  in in fan t  
l e a rn in g  r e q u i r e  m u l t i d i s c ip l in a r y  e v a lu a t i o n s  or 
r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a s  well a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  sucFi 
a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  s p e e c h  t h e r a p y .  Th e  Div is ion o f  
Pub l i c  Health h a s  d e t e rm in ed  t h a t  the  most e f f i c i e n t  w ay  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t  the r e q u i r e d  q u a l i t y  l eve l  is to 
h a v e  a s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  team o f  p e d i a t r i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  in ea ch  
c f  th e  t h e r a p y  a r e a s  who can work  t o g e t h e r  a s  ev a lu a t ion  
t eams and  in d i v id u a l l y  to p r o v i d e  a c tu a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to 
c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  local p rog ram s ' ! P r io r  to November 
1984 , d i a g n o s t i c  e v a lu a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  only on c e  a y e a r  with 
e s s e n t i a l l y  no fo l l ow -up  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
o r  o c cu p a t i on a l  t h e r a p y  n e e d s  u n l e s s  th i s  w a s  th e  p r o f e s ­
s ional  s p e c i a l t y  of th e  in f an t  l e a rn in g  t e a c h e r .  The  new 
s u p p o r t  p r o g r am  p l a n ,  d u e  to l imited F85 f u n d in g ,  will 
s e r v e  on ly  s e v e n  o f  th e  n in e t e en  p r o g r am s  s t a t e w i d e .

O th e r  unmet  p ro g r am  n e e d s  in c lu d e :  t r a in in g  for
g r o u p s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  family c o u n s e l i n g ,  ch i ld  o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t y  
g r oup s ' ,  t e a c h e r  and a ;de  t r a i n i n g ,  and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
o b s e r v e  o t h e r  p ro g r am s ' ! FY86 b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  l e v e l s  
( i n c r e a s e  o f  .03%) will r e s u l t  in a c tu a l  r e d u c t io n  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in u r b a n  and  ru ra l  a r e a s .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  tha t  
few o f  th e  121 in f a n t s  on wa i t ing  l i s t s  will b e  s e r v e d  thi s 
y e a r .  An add i t iona l  100 c h i l d r e n  will be  a d d e d  to wa i t ing  
l i s t s  n e x t  y e a r  wi th  no hope o f  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the 
F86 b u d g e t  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d .

"My h u s b a n d  and  I 
h a v e  had to dea l  
w i th  many p eop l e  in 
o r d e r  to h e lp  our 
t w o - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h ­
t e r  w i th  c e r e b r a l  
p a l s y .  Home-ba s ed  
t h e r a p y  wou ld  be 
v e r y  h e l p f u l .  Our 
d a u g h t e r  i s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  ch i ld  a t  
home than  s h e  is in 
s t r a n g e  p l a c e s .
H o n e - b a s e d  t h e r a p y  
would a l so  he lp 
k e e p  h e r  home 
a d a p t i v e  e q u i p n e n t  
c u r r e n t  w i th  h e r  
d e v e l o p m e n t s . "
P a r e n t s ,  A n ch o r a g e



INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS AND FUNDING

1

1

1

Re g i o n  

Communi t y / A r e a

Pop.

0 - 2

E s t .

Need

PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS PROGRAM BUDGET FUNDING

REQUEST

F86F 82 * F 83 * FB4* FDA F85

J uneau 23 29 31 6 4 . 4 7 1 . 7 7 5 . 3
K e t c h i k a n 34 21 27 5 1 . 3 5 3 . 7 6 0 . 0
P e t e r s b u r g 13 13 14 2 1 . 1 2 5 . 3 2 7 . 4

S i t k a 21 21 32 5 2 . 7 6 1 . 7 7 1 . 7

SOUTHEAST TOTAL 3 , 9 5 3 118 92 84 104 1 8 9 . 5 2 1 2 . 4 2 3 3 . 8

A l e u t i a n  Ch a i n 0 0 0 0 0 0

A nch or a ge 133 196 220 2 8 7 . 0 3 5 1 . 0 5 3 2 . 6

C h u g i a k 20 45 65 9 1 . 1 1 0 8 . 0 2 4 5 . 2
Copper C e n t e r 0 0 0 0 0 0

Cordova 0 0 0 0 0 0

Homer 2 13 18 5 4 . 6 5 7 . 9 6 6 . 0

Kenai  A re a 18 24 35 7 0 . 3 3 9 . 8 1 2 9 . 0
K o d i a k 12 12 15 3 1 . 0 “ 5 . 2 5 2 . 9

M a t - S u  Area 35 58 58 4 7 . 5 6 0 . 5 1 9 6 . 5

V a l d e z 0 0 0 0 0 0

N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Rim 0 0 ★ 0 0 4 4 . 0

Seward 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 . 8

SOUTHCENTRAL TOTAL 2 0 , 8 1 3 624 220 348 411 5 8 1 . 5 7 1 2 . 4 1 , 3 0 9 . 0

F a i r b a n k s 121 115 128 2 5 0 . 0 2 6 5 . 0 3 2 0 . 9

M c Gr a t h 0 0 5 5 4 . 6 6 9 . 9 8 5 . 5

Tanana C h i e f s 10 34 0 0 0 0

Tanana 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 . 9

CENTRAL TOTAL 5 , 4 3 8 163 139 149 133 3 0 4 . 6 3 3 4 . 9 4 3 1 . 3

D i l l i n g h a n  Area 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

SOUTHWEST TOTAL 374 26 12 13 16 7 3 . 0 7 4 . 6 8 0 . 0

B e t h e l  Area 43 47 54 1 5 3. 1 1 8 1. 5 3 3 0 . 8

WEST TOTAL 1 , 2 2 8 86 43 4 7 54 1 5 3. 1 1 8 1. 5 3 3 0 . 8

K o t z eb u e 0 0 10 4 0 . 4 8 9 . 0 '  4 0 . 4

Nome Area 16 38 54 1 7 7 . 0 1 7 7 . 0 1 8 7 . 6

NORTHWEST TOTAL 1 , 0 1 0 71 16 38 64 2 1 7 . 4 2 6 6 . 0 2 2 8 . 0

B a r ro w Arp? 9 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

NORTHERN TOTAL 334 23 g 14 21 6 4 . 9 7 5 . 4 8 2 . 0

B l i n d ' * ' 29 71 67 1 6 9 . 7 1 8 4 . 2 2 5 9 . 9

Dea f * * * 25 25 39 8 3 . 6 8 4 . 0 1 3 0 . 0

PROGRAM TOTAL 54 96 106 2 5 3 . 3 2 6 8 . 2 3 8 9 . 9

TOTALS 3 3 , 1 5 0 1 , 111 585 707 899 1 , 8 3 7 . 3 2 , 1 2 5 . 4 3 , 0 8 4 . 8

1

S o u r c e s :  1

• k
* k •

F 8 4 - 8 6  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P l a n  o f  S e r v i c e s  f o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D e v e l o p m e n t a l  

D i s a b i l i t i e s  and O t h e r  S u b s t a n t i a l  H a n d i c a p s

2.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  S S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  -  S e c t i o n  nn F a m i l y  H e a l t h

3.  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Communi ty  and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  -  "F85 O f f i c i a l  
P o p u l a t i o n  f o r  l i or ou gh s and C i t i e s "

Undup H e a t e d  Count
R 1 i n d / V i s u a l l y  I m p a i r e d  Pr oqr a m
D e a f / H e a r i n g  I m p a i r e d  Program

N O T E :  R u s h  a r e a s  n e e d  e s t i m a t e d  a t  7 "  o f  0 - P  p o p u l a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  u t i l i s a t i o n

a n d  w a i t i n g  list d a t a ,  U r b a n  a r e a s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  t".

1
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D I GE ST

THE ARGUMENT FOR EARLY SIMTERVEWTION
What is Early Intervention?
Early intervention means discovering that a child between 
birth and school age has or is at risk of having a handicapping 
condition or other special need that may affect his or her 
development and then providing services to lessen the effects 
of the condition. Eariy intervention can be remedial or preven­
tive in nature— remediating existing developmental problems 
or preventing then occurrance. Early intervention may begin at 
any time between birth and school age; however, there are 
many reasons to begin as early as possible.

Why Intervene Early?

There are three primary reasons for intervening early with an 
exceptional child— to enhance the child's development, to 
provide support and assistance to the family, and to maximize 
the child's and family's benefit to society.
Child development research has established that the rate of 

human learning and development is most rapid in the pre­
school years. Timing of intervention becomes particularly im­
portant when a child runs the risk of missing an opportunity to 
learn during a state of maximum readiness. If the most "teach­
able moments" or readiness stages are not taken advantage 
of. a child may have difficulty learning a particular skill at a later 
time.
Early intervention services have a significant impact as well 

‘nr the parents and siblings of an exceptional infant or young 
child. The family of a young exceptional child often feels dis­
appointment. social isolation, added economic stress, frustra­
tion, and helplessness. The compounded stress of the pres­
ence of an exceptional child may affect the families' well-being 
and interfere with the child's development. Families of handi­
capped children are found to experience increased instances 
of divorce and suicide, and a handicapped child is more likely 
to be abused than is a nonhandicapped child. Early interven­
tion for parents results in improved attitudes about themselves 
and their child, improved information and skills for teaching 
their child, ang more time for both work and leisure. Parents of 
gilted preschoolers also need early services so that they may 
better provide the supportive and nourishing environment 
needed by the child.
A third reason for intervening early is that society will reap 

maximum oeneMs. The child's increased developmental and 
educational gams and decreased dependence upon social 
institutions, as well as the family's increased ability to cope 
with the presence of an exceptional child and. perhaps in­
creased ability for employment, provide economic as well as 
social benenis.

Is Early Intervention Really Effective?

Alter nearly cO years ol research there is still a great deal to 
earn Efforts to document etlectiveness have been hindered 
by experimental design problems associated with: low- 
incidence handicapping conditions, Ihe diversity ol children s 
oroDloms and the limited scope of available assessment in­
struments However, even with these problems, there is 
evidence— doth ouanlilative (riata-based) and qualitative i re­

ports of parents, teachers)— that early intervention increases 
(he developmental educational gains for the child, improves 
Ihe tunctionmg of Ihe family, and reaps long term benefits to 
sociely. Early intervention for handicapped or disadvantaged 
children has been shown to result in Ihe child's needing fewer 
special education and other habllltative services later in life, 
being retained in grade less often, and in some cases, actually 
being indistinguishable from nonhandicapped classmates 
years affer intervention.
Disadvantaged and gifted preschool-aged children benelil 

from eariy intervention as well. Longitudinal data on disadvan­
taged children who had participated in the Ypsilanti Perry 
Preschool Proiect showed that they had made significant 
gains by age 15 (Schweinhart & Weikart. 1980). These chil­
dren were more committed to schooling and were doing better 
in school than children who end not attend preschool. They 
scored higher on reading, antnmetic. and language achieve­
ment tests at ail grade levels; snowed a 50% reduction in the 
need for special education services through the end of high 
school; and showed less anti-social or delinquent behavior 
outside of school. Karnes (1983) asserts that underachieve­
ment in the gifted child may be prevented by early identifica­
tion and appropriate programming

Is Early Intervention Cost Effective?

The available data emphasize the long term cost effective­
ness of early intervention. The highly specialized, com­
prehensive services necessary to produce the desired de­
velopmental gams are often, cn a short term basis, more 
costly than traditional school-aged service delivery models. 
However ihere are significant examples of long-term cost 
savings trial result from such early intervention programs.

• A longitudinal study of children who had participated in Ihe 
Perry Preschool Proiect (Schweinhart & Weikart, 1980) 
Tound that when schools invest about S3.000 lor one year ol 
preschool education for a child, they immediately begin to 
recover their investment through savings in special educa­
tion services. Benefits included S668 from (he mother's 
released lime while the child attended preschool; S3.353 
saved by the pub'ic schools because children with pre­
school education had fewer years in special education and 
were retained for fewer years in grades; and S10,798 in 
projected life-time earnings for Ihe child.

• Wood (1981) calculated the total cumulative costs to age 18 
of special educalion services to a child beginning interven­
tion at; (a) birth, (b) age two. (c) age 6, and (d) at age 6 with 
no eventual movement to reoular education. She found that 
tfie total costs were actually less if begun at birth! Total cost 
of special services begun at birth was S37.273 and total cost 
if begun at age 6 was between S4R.816 and S53.3-10 The 
cost is less Ihe earlier the intervention because of the re­
mediation and prevention of developmental problems 
which would have required special services laler m lite

• A three year Inilow-up m Tennessee showed that lor every 
dollar spent on early treatment. $7 00 in savings were 
realized within 16 months. This savings resulted Irom defer­
ral of special class placement and institutionalization 'nr



severe behavior disordered children (Snider, Sullivan. A 
Manning, 1974)

• A recent evaluation ot Colorado's statewide early interven­
tion services reports a cost savings ot $4.00 lor every S1.00 
spent within a three-year period (McNulty. Smith, & Soper, 
1983).

Arc- There Critical Factors That Affect the Success of 
Early Intervention Programs?

While there have been too few aitempts to determine critical 
features of early intervention programs, there are three recur­
rent (actors present in most effective programs. These include 
the age of the child at the time of intervention, parent involve­
ment, and the intensity and/or the amount of structure of the 
program model.

1 Many studies report lhal the earlier the intervention the 
more effective. With intervention at birth, or as soon after 
the diagnosis of a disability as possible, the developmental 
gains are greatest and the likelihood of developing prob­
lems later is reduced. (Garland et nl., 1981)

2. The involvement of parents in their child's treatment is also 
important. The data show that parents of both handicaoped 
and gifted preschool children need the support and skills 
necessary to cope with their child's special needs. 
(Beckman-Bell, 1981)

3. Highly structured programs appear to be the most success­
ful (While. 1984). That is. maximum benefits are reported in 
programs that clearly specify and frequently monitor the 
child's and family’s behavioral objectives, precisely identify 
teacher behaviors and activities that are to be used in each 
lesson, utilize task analysis procedures, and regularly use 
child assessment and progress data to modify instiuction. 
In addition to structure, the intensity of Ihe services, particu­
larly for severely disordered children, can significantly af­
fect outcomes (Lovaas, 1982). Finally, individualizing in­
struction and services to specifically meet the childs' needs 
also increases a program's effectiveness.
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The De lta A s s c c ia t i £'T>. cen tio n ot Young C h ild re n , a ortup
o f ea rly  ch ildhaod 0  r r l i i i  iao.rl.-s in  the B e th e l a rc s , ho vet ere
fo llo w in g concerns ragacd ing TTTb IE  (CS ■*.« n / i n  1 ■»>IC-r ju r, i j j  :

';■=• ■=•-■? * iT >' ii i"•■>■»',&1 v Our f i r 3 t  cc.n-’usra h-3 -?. ru- dc< w ith  who re po rts to
The re po rt caayu -̂i-t-.vu in  ih.>a re s o lu t io n  should be 5  po i .t r  repo rt 
in i t ia t e d  and rade to the le g ie ia t u r e  by both che re p s .r tre a t 3  o f 
Education -end Kae'Lrh. .end Scr-e t i l  S e rv ic e s , 'Pols re p o rt should 
in vo lve  the do-vem .rr;: v C re n o il on the G if te d  and nandicappad, 
and seek in p u t fo re  .s t r c t r is t - a  groups and in d iv id u a ls  , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  In fa n t Ije n rn in s  — - 5 1  sm sc a r f and p a re n ts .. 
a trong ly recommend th a t those vho make the re po rt in vc l* 
who are fa m i l ia r  %~it'h 1 U?\. ra th e r than 1 . i r . i t in 5  ct at tr.a 
Department a n a  ix &  s t u f f . . T h is  re p o rt m a y  data m in e  :. u r n ;  
placement o f the In fa n t Lea rn in g  Program, ana, as r t
s e r i o u s  r e p o r t c - t iL a  a i m  a t r .  v t a v s  s n o u i a  o e  c o n o a r o r ; ; .

’we f e e l  t h a t  t h a  s-mooy : a  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  I n f a n t  l e a rT - . an . r  u r o g r a m  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l i n i a a a  t a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  f u n b a n s , M> 
r e e l  t h a t  t h i s  t e t o t t  s h . a u i i  e x o l o r e  a  11 f u n  d i r .  5  .a i t  e r r *  a t r t - a - a  
f o r  t h e  “ r s ia -up  m s . r e r d o t  T t o g r a s m  i n c l u d i n g  f o u n c e t i r . n  f u n d i n g . ,

We r a c o e r r a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u :  t i o n  b e  a m  e n d e d  t o  r a r e :  - T i n a s  6 - 1 1 )

" B e  i t  r e s o l v e d  b y  t h e  h X u e f e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a n  t e a  T e p u r t r . e o t 3
o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  P l a s l t h .  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  v o r k  t o  g a t h e r -  t o

d e t e r m i n e  h  nv i n f a n t  l e t  r t f  my c e r v i c e s  e u r r e n t l *  ' r o v i f s d  o v  t Jv*-* -»

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  h e a l t h  . u n i  S e r i a l  c e r v i c e s  c a n  b e  a a s p r s - t  t u n o i r c .  
w h e t h e r  i s  b e  t b r n u r h  - r u u n s - r u r e v e  . im p l em e n t a  t e r r y  u i r r  : : vu  . - f r - a r tmu t i . t  
o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  T e r e r  r r . e r r  u f  h e a l t h  -snn  b . ' c i s i  i e r v i u u r . 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  I n t o  t h e  o a b T i c  s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  a r o g r . a . ; - .. c r  ; ; r . u . . . - a  
o t h e r  f u n d i n g  t e a m s  v i t h  e n o h a s i i  on  e r -m l o r i " a *  t i l  : t a ; ; .



Page 2

DAEiC reapottss 1 a SSr. 1;

f o r  Che r a p t / s t   ̂
a c u d y 7

r* '• iO u r  t h i r d  c o r c a m  ■ U s  j s & r o s i  f u c j d i n g  

b e  a d e q u a t e  f a r a ^ i o i g .  f o r  «. t h o r o u g h  

i n d e e d  b e  w i l l i n g : . ,  e u i  t s - a v s  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p e r s o n n e l *  t o  o r —r i e c e  

a n  a d e q u a t e  e n d  Q h o r o a q l h  s t u d y ?  Ifcor c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a  S - t u d y  i s  

r e q u e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e s e l - j £ i o n ? Wa. r a c c c n s n d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  -3. f i s c a l  

n o t e  b e  a t t a c h e d  t e  t h i s  T s s o - L i i t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t e r  s so  a d s q i u j r * -  
s t u d y  t o  h e  J t y p l e r e n t a d .

Our fo u rth  eo reeru h*jt to  >io v i t h  t in e  fa c to rs : The date os
CS fo r SCS. 13 o s l l s  f o r  e -re p o rt tc  be submitted, to the 
le g is la tu r e  by the IS t h  day o f the Second Session o f id s 
Fourteenth L e r is la t u r a „ T h is  v i l l  need to be ad ju s ted .
Our concern i s  -vfaeth.er a da qua to  t in e  w i l l  be a llowed fo r  
a f e a s ib i l i t y  s tud y to be c-c~pleted , and what th a t t in s  fratre 
can be, Ve reatrttnan>i tb ,a t a jo in t  re p o rt be subm itted no 
e a r l ie r  than the s t a r t  ; f  the neMt le g is la t i v e  se ss io n .

In  a d d it io n  to  SS51 13, c u r a sso c ia t io n  has concerns about the 
la v a l ox s e rv ic e s  p -rc rid ed by the In fa n t Learning . rro .g ro r in  
our re g io n . C u r r s n r ly  33 c h ild re n  are being served by th r 
In fan t. Lea rn in g  I r e  r r ,  v i t h . 45 c h ild re n  on a va t r in g  l i s t
f o r  a s s e s s m e n t , .  i i a y r p i ' . i j  a n d  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o g r  
a r e  n o  s v a i l s b - 1 *  f u u d - 5  t o  a s s e s s > d i a g n o a a  o r  e n r o l l  t h e s e  i f  

c h i l d r e n ,  fcfcsn. y c u  c o n s i d e r -  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S e t h s !
L e a r n i n g  r r o g r s r t  i - t r / e a  a n  a r e a  w i t h  5 2  v i l l a g e s *  a n d  
a b l e ,  t o  s e r ; t i  5 3  c h i l d r e n  i n  1 5  v i l l a g e s  d u e  t o  f u n d i n g  r e s t r a i n t :  
t h e r e  i a  r e a s o n ,  t o  b e  o m r e r r s d .  O n l y  t h e  m o a t  p r o f o u n d l y  
h a n d i c a p p e d  c M l i r s t  a r e  s e r v e d  a t .  a  l e v e l  w h i c h  c o n  o n l y  
p r o d u c e  m l n d r r s l  r e s u l t s ,  I h e  r e s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  g e t  
a t  i n c r e a s i n g  i L i t v r s  * > ; p ? - a a  t o  s e c t s  c t . 
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In t roduced :  3/6/85R e f e r r e d :  Hea l th ,  Education & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

BY FAIRS, FERGUSON, ZIEGLER,IN THE SENATE RODEY, STURGULEWSKI AND HALFORD
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 13 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

V/HEREAS the Educa tion o f  the Handicapped A.ct (P .L . 94-142) r e q u i r e s
each s t a t e  to p rov ide  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  to  handicapped c h i l d r e n ;  and

V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has exp r e s s ed  i t s  commitment to  c a r r y  out the
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P.L.  94-142 through the enactment o f  AS 1 4 .3 0 . 1 8 0 ,  which 
i n d i c a t e s  the S t a t e ' s  i n t e n t  to p rov ide  "an ap p rop r i a t e  p ub l i c  educa t ion  
f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  in  the s t a t e  who a re  a t  l e a s t  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  age
but l e s s  than 22 y e a r s  o f  a g e " ; and

V/HEREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  has f u r t h e r  exp re s s ed  i t s  commitment to p ro­
v id e  p ub l i c  educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  to e x c e p t i o n a l  ch i l d r e n  under the age o f 
th r e e  through the enactment o f  AS 4 7 .2 0 . 0 0 5 ,  which d i r e c t s  the Department 
o f  Health and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to e s t a b l i s h  to the maximum ex t en t  p o s s i b l e  
"a l e a rn in g  program which emphasizes i n d i v i d u a l  needs ,  i s  home based ,  and
in vo l v e s  pa r en t s  in  the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n " ;  and

V/HEREAS the l e g i s l a t u r e  f ind s  tha t  the Department o f Hea lth and S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  i s  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job  in  meeting the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 7 . 2 0 . -  
005, in s p i t e  o f  the l im i t e d  l e v e l  o f  funding a v a i l a b l e  to support  th e s e  
s e r v i c e s  when compared to the  number o f i d e n t i f i e d  c h i l d r e n  in need ; and

V/HEREAS i t  i s  the in t en t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  a l l  e x c e p t i o n a l  
c h i l d r en  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  age and r e s i d e n c e  in  the s t a t e  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t  from
in fan t  l e a rn in g  and s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs; and

V/HEREAS s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs a re c u r r e n t l y  funded as p a r t  o f  the 
Department of Edu ca t ion ' s  p ub l i c  schoo l foundat ion program and i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  programs a re  not ;  and
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WHEREAS an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  commitment to A l a s k a ' s  
ve ry  young e x c ep t i on a l  c h i l d r en  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  funding to support i n f a n t  
l e a rn in g  as w e l l  as s p e c i a l  educa t ion  programs;

BE IT RESOLVED by the A laska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  the Department o f  
Educa tion i s  r eque s t ed  to work w i th  the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  to determine how r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  s e r v i c e s  cu r­
r e n t l y  p rov ided by the Department o f Hea l th  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  can be

8 c o o p e r a t i v e l y  implemented with the Department o f  Educa t ion and how funding
9 can be in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the p u b l i c  s choo l  founda t ion  program; and be i t  

FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  implementat ion o f  program r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
11 should in c lude  con t inua t ion  by the Department o f  Education o f  the emphasis
12 c u r r e n t l y  p la c ed  by the Department o f  Hea lth and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  on
13 i n d i v id u a l  needs in a home-based s e t t i n g  and the involvement o f  p a r en t s  in
14 the educa t ion  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the Department o f  Educa t ion i s  r eques t ed  to
16 repor t  to  the L e g i s l a t u r e  how funding f o r  in f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs can be
17 in co rpo ra t ed  in to  the pub l i c  schoo l  foundat ion program as c a t e g o r i c a l
18 funding f o r  i n f a n t  l e a rn in g  programs; and be i t
19 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  both depar tments work w i th  the In t e r ag ency
20 Planning Group fo r  E ar ly  Childhood S p e c i a l  Education in the development o f
21 the departments '  r epo r t  to  the L e g i s l a t u r e ;  and be i t
22 FURTHER RESOLVED tha t  the r epo r t  be submit ted to the L e g i s l a t u r e  by
23 the 10th day o f the Second S e s s ion  o f  the Four teen th L e g i s l a t u r e .
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