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T i t l e  change on c o n c u rre n t  r e s o lu t io n s

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  A1 Adams, C h a ir  
F in ance  Committee

Tamara B rand t Cook 
D ir e c t o r
D iv is io n  o f  L e g a l S e rv ic e s

You have asked  w he the r the  r u le s  p r o h ib i t i n g  a change in  
t i t l e  o f  a b i l l  by the second house a f t e r  the  b i l l  i s  passed 
by the  house o f  o r i g in  a p p ly  to  c o n c u rre n t  r e s o lu t io n s .  
U n ifo rm  R u le  2 4 ( c ) ,  35 ,  41 ,  and 42 a l l  add ress  the  t i t l e  
change p i o n ib i t i o n  and a l l  a p p ly  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  b i l l s  and 
do no t m en t io n  r e s o lu t io n s .  R u le  4 9 ( a ) ( 3 )  se ts  ou t the 
method f o r  a d o p t in g  a c o n c u rre n t r e s o lu t io n  and does no t 
r e q u ir e  the  f o r m a l i t ie s  used in  a d o p t in g  a b i l l .

A c o n c u rre n t r e s o lu t io n  i s  s im i l a r  to the  s im p le  re s o ­
lu t io n  b u t r e f le c t s  the  w i l l ,  w is h , v ie w  o r d e c is io n  o f 
b o th  houses s p e a k in g  c o n c u r r e n t ly . I t  i s  used p a r t ic u ­
l a r l y  to  h a n d le  the  in t e r n a l  b u s in e s s  o f  the  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e , e . g . ,  a d jo u rnm en t o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  su spen s io n  
and amendment o f  the  U n ifo rm  R u le s , r e q u e s t in g  a c t io n  
o f  e x e c u t iv e  a g e n c ie s  and in t e r n a l  com m ittees , and f i x ­
in g  the t im e  and p la c e  f o r  j o i n t  a s s e m b lie s . T h is  r e s o ­
lu t io n  is  a ls o  used f o r  e s t a b l is h in g  j o i n t  com m ittees . 
T h is  r e s o lu t io n  does no t r e q u ir e  com m ittee  r e f e r r a l ,  
th re e  r e a d in g s , o r  a n y t h in g 'o t h e r  than a p p ro v a l o f  a 
m a jo r it y  v o te  o f  the f u l l  members~hip o f  each house 
u n le s s  o th e rw is e  r e q u ir e d  by the r u le s .  (Em phasis 
a d d e d . )

Because the r u le s  d e a l in g  w it h  t i t l e  changes s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a p p ly  o n ly  to  b i l l s  and because a c o n c u rre n t  r e s o lu t io n  is  
n o t t re a te d  l i k e  a b i l l  u nde r the  U n ifo rm  R u le s , i t  is  my 
c o n c lu s io n  th a t  the r u le s  d e a l in g  w it h  t i t l e  changes do no t 
a p p ly  to  c o n c u rre n t  r e s o lu t io n s .  A j o i n t  r e s o lu t io n ,  how­
e v e r , is  " . . .t r e a t e d  in  a l l  re s p e c ts  as a b i l l .  . ."  unde r 
U n ifo rm  R u le  49 (5 )  so the r u le s  d e a l in g  w it h  t i t l e  changes 
do a p p ly  to j o i n t  r e s o lu t io n .
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S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r

February  6 ,  1986

T o : Rep.  A1 Adams, Cha i r  
House F i nance  Committe

F rom: Senator  Vic F i s che r

R e : SCR 10 - A laska  H is t i/ ry  and Government

SCR 10 asks the Board o f  Educat i on  to reques t  l o c a l  school  
boards to r e q u i r e  the s tudy  o f  A l as ka  h i s t o r y  and government 
as a c o n d i t i o n  f o r  h i g h  school  g r a d u a t i o n .

C u r r e n t l y ,  l o c a l  schoo l  boards are r e q u i r e d  to teach " soc i a l  
s t u d i e s " ,  which i n c l u d e s  A las ka  h i s t o r y  and government .  
However ,  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  Amer ican h i s t o r y ,  w o r l d  h i s t o r y ,  
g eo g r aphy ,  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  sc i ence  
and o th e r  i s s u e s .  In many cases ,  s tudents  l e ave  h i g h  school  
w i t h o u t  ever  s t u d y i n g  these s u b j e c t s  in t h e i r  A l aska  
c o n t e x t .

SCR 10 o r i g i n a l l y  asked th a t  the Boaro requ i  re l o c a l  school  
d i s t r i c t s  to teach A laska  h i s t o r y  and government .  The 
Board ,  based on a l ong  s t a n d i n g  committment o f  a l l o w i n g  
l o c a l  school  boards  to set  t h e i r  own c r i t e r i a ,  d e c l i n e d  to 
suppor t  the r e s o l u t i o n .  The HESS committee s u b s t i t u t e  
changed requ i r e  to r e q u e s t , l e a v i n g  the u l t i m a t e  d e c i s i o n  to 
l o c a l  boa r ds .

In the l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  the Board o f  Educat i on  has sponsored 
the deve lopemnt o f  t e x t  and f i l m  m a t e r i a l s  i n  the area of 
A l aska  h i s t o r y  and g o ve rnmen t . The l e a r n i n g  a i d s  are 
a v a i l a b l e ,  the teache rs  want to teach the s u b j e c t ,  but young 
A laskans are  s t i l l  g r a d u a t i n g  f rom h i g h  school  w i t h o u t  even 
a m in ima l  knowledge of  our  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y  or  gove rnment .

I f  we are g o i n g  to promote good c i t i z e n s h i p  and have 
A laskans  who are know l e d geab l e  i n  the a f f i r s  o f  our  s t a t e ,  
we need to encourage  the Board o f  Educa t i o n  to pursue t h i s  
r e q u i r em en t .  I b e l i e v e  SCR 10 w i l l  h e l p  accomp l i s h  th a t  
w i t h o u t  im p r o p e r l y  i n v a d i n g  the Boar d ' s  p r e r o g a t i v e s .

SCR 10 i s  suppor ted  by the NEA, the FREE Commi ttee ,  and the 
A laska  Na t i v e  Educa t i o n  Program.  I t  passed the  Senate 
unan imous l y  and r e c e i v e d  f i v e  do passes i n  the House HESS 
Committee.  I t  has a ze ro  f i s c a l  no te .

T h a n k s .

During Interim • 1024 W. 6th Aventie, Suite 2C4C e Anchorage, Alaska 99501 * (907) 278-5654
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7 a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e

8 s t a t e .

9 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 W H E R E A S  i t  is i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e

11 e d u c a t i o n  f o r  i t s  s t u d e n t s ;  a n d

12 W H E R E A S  t h e  s t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  h i g h  s c h o o l

13 s t u d e n t s  t o  s e c u r e  c r e d i t  i n  l a n g u a g e  a r t s ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,

14 s c i e n c e ,  a n d  h e a l t h  a n d  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n ;  a n d

15 W H E R E A S  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  i m m e a s u r a b l y  f r o m  a  c i t i z e n r y  w e l l -

16 s c h o o l e d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A l a s k a ;

17 a n d

18 W H E R E A S  t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  a d e q u a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s

19 p r e s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  u t i l i z e  i n  c o u r s e s  o n  A l a s k a

2 0  h i s t o r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d

21  W H E R E A S  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A l a s k a  w i l l  i m p o s e  t r e m e n d o u s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g

22 r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  s t a t e ;
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2 4  t h e  s t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  a t  l e a s t  o n e

2 5  u n i t  o f  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  oi A l a s k a  h i s t o r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n

26 f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l .
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