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Referred: Transportation

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

2 SENATE BILL NO. 461

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell

7 Expressway."

3 BE T.T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section I. FINDINGS. Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and

10 a life-long resident of the interior1, born on November 2, 1918. Mr.

11 Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during early adult-

12 hood and, was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early Interior

13 transportation company. Robert J. Mitchell was also one of the founders of

14 GHEMM, Inc. , an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first

15 persons to develop the potential of the current south Fairbanks industrial

16 area. Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts, a major rail spur from

17 Fairbanks through the south Fairbanks industrial area to the east side of

18 the International Airport was constructed. The new South Fairbanks

19 Expressway is routec' immediately adjacent to the area that Robert J.

20 Mitchell was so deeply involved with before passing away on February 23,

21 1980. Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of a strong family unit,

22 friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and

23 utidaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska. The legislature

24 wishes to remember Robert J. Mitchell’s positive contribution to the people

25 of the Interior and to the development of the south Fairbanks industrial

26 area. It is to accomplish this goal that the section of the Alaska Highway

27 System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway is

28 to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.



1 Sec. 33.40.030. ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. The South Fair-

2 banks Expressway between the Parks Highway and Airport Road inter-

3 change to the Richardson Highway is named the Robert J. Mitchell

4 Expressway.
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April 5, 1986

TO: All Committee Members

FROM: Committee Staff

RE: SB 461, An Act relating to the naming of the Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway

SB 461 proposes to name a section of the Sour.h Fairbanks Expressway 

between the Parks Highway and Airport Road interchange to the Richardson 
Highway after Robert J. Mitchell.

Sect.l of the bill lavs out background information about Mr. Mitchell 
explaining why the naming is appropriate.

On March 27 a public hearing was held in Fairbanks to gather comments 
regarding the naming. Of the twenty people testifying, 16 were in favor 
of naming the road the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. Enclosed in your 
packets is the written testimony from the public hearing.

, i * _ t «.
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Pouch V 

Juneau, Alaska °°J!I
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H ew s-M lw , FairiwnXs, Alaska, Friday, Feb. 29,5980 

E d i t o r i a l  O p in io a  a n d  C o m m e n t  o f

n t T p fe g-^  ̂ g n - ?
^ a s S ’y  R i ^ w s  -

la AM Thioga. Netitnd In Soot"

Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of the Daily News-Miner.

T h e  Mltchctl touch
One doesn’t have to look far to see the marks Robert J. Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all miss his brand of fuli-speed-ahead promotion for a long time:Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in Alaska’s future He had a contagious enthusiasm for the future of the Interior, and he never avoided the naru work necessary tc make his efforts pay off.All of Mr. Mitchell’s work was important to him. but perhaps his biggest dream was the development of industrial property south of Fairbanks. He’s the man who convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the materials and labor necessary to build the rail spur to Fairbanks International Airport. It might have been done eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through the trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide iow-cos: jet fuel shipping from the North Foie Refinery now.He and his partners also invested their own labor and encouragement In Metro Field and some of the Industries that have grown up around it after this in dustnai air park opened. This was Mr Mitchell’s way - he never waited for things to happen, he made them hapfx?nThat's the way things were ever since he came back from his World War II hitch to get married ami form Mitchell Truck and Tractor a pioneer name :n Richardson Highway transportation He '-vas also president of Tip-i’op Chevrolet, one of the founders 't Ghemm Co., u partner in Metro Company and I lia Company and president of New state Lands Inc Beth ms fumUv and hi.s businesses are still hen*, and thriving
But perhaps M r  Mitchell's greatest contrihui*. n 

w«.s ‘f:f* last ng spirit he left here through fits aoia o  : 
:n.:':p:ration rur young people in F’.iirbanK.i He a.i> a- 
de*.:>L*.'d ti> our CC,i':i rhLai II \ ,i> he a,i*, Co the !>.1S‘' 
vA*?nd. a..d r,i c di.Se of lfi.it w o  !; never forge' li'.-O 
Miti r.en ano the special touch lie hail in making -w; 
tow:i a hotter place to ,i,«•
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cyiiuaiinnof  the <nmu»ev 
tlVroup Huston said 
matus v d  Hit* parole 
■vs s. vri^ii.isiN on (rial 
poem s to mvo no credit 

Participation in Ihe AA

••.Jol the meetings are a 
•• consist o! ‘ apt* recor- 
'  program. he said is 

r»*npit* on the stn-ct wno 
alcohol noi lor inmalcs 
access anyway 

'died lh.il til* u as  si>n! to 
*i r<-( f ive  the counseling 
Jed Others testified tnal 
nmmended psychiatric 

! nor.e nas been received 
i.d he has la-on ill prison 
'houi ihe counseling 
J !hev are no! allowed lo 
'ional :eport given In ilie 
•or 'he parole counselor s 
n o  prepare a defense 

are no! ‘ aped, and in 
tev believe ihe parole 
i*' grcafest emphasis  to 
selnr s report alone 
n occasion lectured m- 
•lo hearings, reportedly 
son as a good exam ple  
lies for alcohol use and 

•.•records inmates said 
I they are mil learning 
aid dnn i stand much of a 
:g a job upon release 
"hey are reluctant to iry 
•.lover lo write a let 'er 
\e a job. it they have lo 
.plover they were denied

: c h a n c e  would I h a v e  tl 
f  s e co nd  t i in e  ’ " a n  in 
,:•. »ttil f iit h :m g  m y  ease  
he w h o le  tnue- o f h ie  
:-i>* th a t h e  s a id  
■•i" s a id  ' lie s  a re  u n a b le  

"i.d p u b l ic  d e fe n d e rs  
h e p r .M .n  'n . im is :  'hern  
• it. i'e s  h a v e  a p a r o le  
i .•!.•. ,:r.H up a pi. lcc '■)
• upon •Ti'’ .i..e that 
; get credit Irom Un*

' j.'ices judges have 
scniep.cmg that the 

i d af'er serving a third
• out the parole board 
•r i r 'u 1 after hie lim e is

he: residence was 
,roo- otl 'i er .IHd Js'la e

war rue,' that his 
• ore.iscaied and that 
".•• .! •-j»*vdv j r r j i p i

’i B o x  B o y

■ us1 s e n  disorderly 
• rdiviko! L u v y  Mrcel 

■v -aid

• m .a 11 sir: Hark
1 •* ‘ pell III a I.ip#.
• i s  i ilU'-d j t  SI Til
I •

' !  le Freeman H u d
• a li / k  x a ; hrrmen 
" a i l  t v  ,4as *aken

. '.eng jait niii .mg
Hum his resilience without notify ing his 
parole  ofiicer lie s ju i me last point 
was not irut*

Mill amilher minute in lor selling 
marijuana said he has refused to go 
before the parole board and w ill instead 
serve his full three years r j ih c i  man 
plav games with a parole h**..r:ng

I h jd  (lev l.vons say rta.it I 'm an 
insult lo  com e up for parole, one in 
mate said

•This is my !irs| adult ulfen.se "  one 
man leslified. IhiI the board dwelled on

thought m e  .hoard soou id  h ave  
professional n iem iers  and several 
said yes

io ioa ies  also s.uil they mult! Use !o 
have n.illwav nc.uses to help them re 
integral!* ailo sneteiv

We hjse a lui of jecople jr. here lor 
throe and lour sears ln-eausc they got 
drunk or lell iheir areas ol residence 
wiihou! Ihe parole board's permission 
It costs mo stati* $26 i)ixi a year to keep a 
man in here over a drunk ’ It s pretty 
serious 'one inm.desaid

R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  r i t e  W e d n e s d a y

•\ memorial service for Itnbort J 
M it c h e l l ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  T ip  T o p  
Chevron*! and one uf 'he  founders of 
G hem m  Co . will l>e Wednesday at I 
p m  at the I 'ruled Methodist Church, 
9 IS .Second Ave 

The service will Ix; conducted jnmlly  
hv Hie church and Ihe Pioneers of 
Alaska

Mitchell, hi. died Saturday *vhile 
vacationing tn Palm Desert Caiif 

He wlis born m Fairbanks Nov i .
:y 18. lo Rliza and Charles Mitchell and 
had lived here .ill his life 

Mitchell allended grade school and 
high school m Fairbanks graduating in 
lytfi Hi* was active in basketball and 
p l a y e d  with " S t i c k y  ' G r i f f i n s  
Wolverines in ihe same league as John 
Btiiruvich Joe Fr.mtch, Hill Stroecker. 
Jack Wilbur and the Ringstad lirolhers 

After serving in the I S Army during 
World War II in Alaska Canada and 
Mon Nina he mrined Mitchell Truck 
jnd  Tractor Inc w-uh C lyd e ‘ leraghfv 

He married Marv Maureen laid 
vigsnn on Jari .” i PWv Their 'hree 
c!iildr**:i Gregory Charles Mitchell 
Janelle Ians Weaver and Judith Ijiue.e 
Jaspers.m live in Fairhanks 

The Mi'chells grandchildren are 
Joann and Douglas .Weaver p og g v  
J .isperson  Koher 'a  Mdehel! and 
Gregory Mitchell II 

Milcneii  Trm x and Tractor was one 
ot ihe early  Jruckmg companies nauling 
over the Richardson Highway f - i m  
Valdez

H luiil! sucn innovative equipment as 
a bivister engine and drive tram for 
c limbing hills lhai w.m installed under 
ihefbiiis-if  ol a vi Iihii serin trader 

Ir\ i*»j2 Mitchell formed Ghcm m  Co 
with Geraghiv Carl Hettinger. Carl 
r'rickson and Harvey Murlin Jr 

Ghernm began in earih work and 
equipment m i ia l  and expanded over 
the years lo perform general contract 
worn, throughout Alaska In a joint 
effort will*, a Seattle company. Ghernrn 
teiip the Viuem Itiver Hridge 

In f f . r  Mitchell tnunded T ip T o p  
Chevrolet along with other longttme 
t-.iirhanks residents He was also a 
partner ir, Metro Company and Tria

R O B E R T  M I T C H E L L
Coi.ipaov and was presulcill o I Sew 
Stale l.arnN Inc 

He was instrument j !  in developing 
several subdivisions and 'he industrial 
j r e a  smith nl Fairbanks

'M.N ti i< n»* was known to his 
friends w .i '  dedicated to leading young 
peop.e .md intituling in them Ihe value 
uf h.iril work and a |X)siti«e approarn to 
life

The family asks char memorials tic 
given 'o  the Mnska Special Olympics 
10'Jf Kelltim SI . or lo ihe Ciiiled 
Methodist Church 

Honor, irv p .d lb o j ic r s  are Peter 
F.agan Handy Frank Sieve Frank 
Mike G eragh iv  s ieve  G eraghly  
Hutibie (Jimiher Hill Gordon Harvey 
Marlin III Gary Norrgard. Garv 
W ilkrn Carl Frukson Con Frank 
Clyde Geraghiv Mjivcv Marlin Jr 
Hot) Helhsworlh J jck  Cook Jim 
li.iTiuger Han Fagan Hob Gunther 
Hud Meyeres Francis I > I'onnor Ralph 
Paden Mark Hir.gst.ul Jack Wilbur 
C l id e  Hovik Gene Hugge Gene Miller 
H a m  Porter ( till Hurglm. Wallv 
Hurneit Tom Miklaut.sch and law 
Schalifeldt
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Introduced: 3/7/86
Referred: Transportation

2 SENATE BILL NO. 461

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell

Expressway."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. FINDINGS. Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and

10 a life-long resident of the interior, born on November 2, 1918. Mr.

11 Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during early adult-

12 hood and, was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early Interior

13 transportation company. Robert J. Mitchell was also one of the founders of

14 GHEMM, Inc., an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first 

19 persons to develop the potential of the current south Fairbanks industrial

16 area. Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts, a major rail spur from

17 Fairbanks through the south Fairbanks industrial area to the east side of

18 the International Airport was constructed. The new South Fairbanks

19 Expressway is routed immediately adjacent to the area that Robert J.

20 Mitchell was so deeply involved with before passing away on February 23 ,

21 1980. Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of a strong family unit,

22 friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and

23 undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska. The legislature

24 wishes to remember Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people

25 of the Interior and to the development of the south Fairbanks industrial

area. It is co accomplish this goal that the section of the Alaska Highway

System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway is

L IN THE SENATE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

28 to he named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

* Sec. 2. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

1- SB 461



Sec. 35.40.030. ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. The South Fair­

banks Expressway between the Parks Highway and Airport Road inter­

change to the Richardson Highway is named the Robert J. Mitchell 

Expressway.




